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Coronado Chief of Police Jon Froomin is shown here 

with Miss Teen Coronado Katie Hearther, and 

Susanna Wiggins, Miss Coronado USA. Jon was 

appointed in 2013 by City Manager Blair King. He 

previously served 30-years in the Foster City Police 

Department in San Mateo County before coming to 

the Coronado Police Department. Katie's mother  

Kellee Simpson Hearther is a USC graduate. 

 

 

City Management Graduates 

from USC Revisited. 

In September, 2007 we issued a newsletter issue 

listing some of the many city management 

professionals who are alumni of the University of 

Southern California (USC).  After a few requests 

for more; well, we thought that we would revisit 

that topic and put a completely new list into a 

new issue.  We hope you enjoy this effort. 

 

“Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, 

a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest 

compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of 

which have the potential to turn a life around.”        

― Leo Buscaglia (1924-1998), "Dr. Love," an author 

and motivational speaker and Professor at USC 
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Trackdown Posse Roster:                                                                      
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager                                                            

Howard Chambers, Lakewood                                                                                     
Mike Egan, Norwalk                                                                                                       

Lyle Defenbaugh, CalTrust                                                                                      
Ernie Garcia, Retired Norwalk City Manager                                                                                   

Joe Tanner, Retired City Manager                                                               
Dave Carmany, La Puente                                                                                

Ken Bayless, Retired, Greater L.A. Vector Control District                                                                                                                                                                  
Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS                                                                   

Richard Ramirez, Retired City Manager, American Canyon                                                                                                                                                                                       
Vern Lawson, Lancaster                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Don Penman, Interim City Manager, Temple City                                           
Anthony Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                              

Ernesto Marquez, Hawaiian Gardens                                                                                                                                                                                 
Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager                                  

Jan Perkins, Management Partners/ICMA                                                                                                                                                                                       
Andy Takata, Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Marcia Raines, Millbrae                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Anthony R. Ybarra, South El Monte                                                                                                                                                                                       

Arthur C. Simonian, Retired City Manager                                                            
Ken Caresio, Retired Duarte City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Wade McKinney, Indian Wells CM & President of CCMF                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Doug LaBelle, Retired Chino Hills City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                             

John Keisler, Long Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Sam Olivito, California Contract Cities Association                                                                                                                                                               

Jack Lam, Retired Rancho Cucamonga City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Larry F. Pennell, Retired Wasco City Manager                                                            

Gary Chicots, Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                          
Fred Latham, Retired Santa Fe Springs City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                          

Anthony Lopez, Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Dr. Bill Mathis, Mathis Group                                                                                  

Linda Lowry, Pomona                                                                                                         
City of Cerritos                                                                                                             

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President                                                                      
Bruce Williams, Retired City Manager                                                                     

Troy Butzlaff, Placentia                                                                                               
Rod Foster, Laguna Niguel                                                                                                

Gerald Forde, Huron                                                                                                   
Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director                                                                         

Rita Geldert, Retired Vista City Manager                                           
Gene Rogers, Moreno Valley Retired City Manager                                                   

Chuck Robinson, Deputy City Manager, Tustin                                                  
Gary Milliman, Brookings, Oregon                                                                       
John Gillison, Rancho Cucamonga                                                                      

Laura Behjan, Retired CM, Simi Valley                                                               
Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                              

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager                                                               
Robert Dickey, Former CM & retired DPW, South Gate                                

Randy Bomgaars, Bellflower, Past CCCA President                                   
Marshall Linn, Urban Futures, Founder & Chairman                                                                       

Stan Morgan, Winners Ink & Toner/former Mayor & ACM                               
Jeff Mathieu, Big Bear Lake                                                                                     

Clay Curtin, Menlo Park                                                                                                  
Jim Lewis, Pismo Beach                                                                                          

Kevin Duggan, ICMA & retired City Manager                                                    
David Jinkens, Retired City Manager                                                              

Charles G. "Guy" Huffaker, Retired City Manager                                           
Judie & Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager                      

Rod B. Butler, Upland City Manager 

 

 

 

Newcomb Williams Financial Group (NWFG) is a 

woman-owned investment banking firm providing 

underwriting and financial advisory services to 

public agencies, including school districts, and   

non-profit corporations. Contact Pam Newcomb, 

Janees Williams or Beth Fawcett for inquiries. 

http://www.nwfg.com/ 

   

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 

Founded in 1983 by former Finance Director and City 

Managers Robert Hinderliter, who championed legislation 

allowing independent verification of State Board of 

Equalization sales tax records. The firm expanded and  

improved with the help of the partnership of former City 

Manager Lloyd de Llamas. Andy Nickerson is President. 

 

 

 

 

 

www.ICFAuthority.org 

ICFA can provide homebuyers in member cities with 

down payment and/or closing cost assistance with 

ICFA’s Advantage Down Payment Assistance Program.  

 

“Don't hold to anger, hurt or pain. They steal your 

energy and keep you from love.”  ― Leo Buscaglia 

 

 

“Don't hold to anger, hurt or pain. They steal your 

energy and keep you from love.”  ― Leo Buscaglia 

 

http://www.nwfg.com/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.icfauthority.org/
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/27573.Leo_Buscaglia
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/27573.Leo_Buscaglia
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City Management Graduates 

from USC Revisited. 

Of course, first off we must mention some of the 

very "USC active" City Managers, such as Mark 

Alexander of La Cañada Flintridge, Jim Lewis of 

Pismo Beach, Bruce Channing of Laguna Hills, a 

Past President of the City Managers 

Department of the League of California Cities;  

and retired City Manager Bill Kelly of Kelly 

Associates Management Group.  Also, a tip of 

the cap is appropriate to Frank V. Zerunyan, 

J.D., Rolling Hills Estates City Council Member, 

and Past President of the California Contract 

Cities Association (2008-2009), who  also serves 

as a Professor and Director of Executive 

Education at the USC Sol Price School of Public 

Policy. 

 

 

 

 

 

www.keenan.com 

Founded by John Keenan in 1972; Keenan is an industry 

leader in insurance, employee benefits and financial 

solutions for public agencies. Executive Vice President 

Steve Gedestad is a Member of the CCMF Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hrgreen.com/index.aspx          

For engineering and planning services contact HR Green's 

George Wentz or Roy Stephenson, Manager - Local 

Government Services at: 951.212.6927 

Thomas Bakaly began his public service career 

in 1987 with the Central City Association of Los 

Angeles. He also took a Research Intern 

position with a law firm that year (1987).  In 1988 

he was hired as a Graduate Management 

Intern in Pasadena, and in 1990 he became a 

Pasadena Analyst.  In 1993 Tom was selected 

to serve as the Acting Purchasing Administrator 

and in 1994 he took the Acting Budget 

Manager post in Pasadena. Tom left Pasadena 

in 1995 to become the Finance Manager in 

Park City, Utah, which began his rise in that city 

organization: Director of Capital Programs & 

Budget, 1999-2000; Assistant City Manager, 

2001-2003; and he was appointed to served as 

City Manager in Park City in 2003. Tom served 

as the Park City City Manager until 2012 when 

he returned to California to become the 

Hermosa Beach City Manager.  Tom earned a 

BA from The Colorado College, and an MPA 

from the University of Southern California (USC). 

In 2004 Tom received the ICMA Award for 

Citizen Involvement. In 2008 he was the 

recipient of a 20-year ICMA Service Award. 

Tom is a Past President of the Utah City 

Management Association (2009-2010).   

 

 

 

http://caltrust.org/          

Contact Lyle Defenbaugh or Erin Carthen about 

CalTRUST investment opportunities for cities.  

Lyle.Defenbaugh@wellsfargo.com               

Erin.M.Carthen@wellsfargo.com  

League of 

California Cities' 

Jennifer Quan  

chats at an event. 

She has a Master's 

Degree from USC. 

 

http://www.keenan.com/
http://www.hrgreen.com/index.aspx
http://caltrust.org/
mailto:Lyle.Defenbaugh@wellsfargo.com
file:///C:/Users/Jack%20Simpson/Desktop/OLD%20E%20DRIVE/Documents/TRACKDOWN%20MANAGEMENT/NEWSLETTERS/2013%20Newsletters/erin.m.carthen@wellsfargo.com
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Kevin O'Rourke retired as the City Manager in 

Fairfield in 2008.  Since then he has completed 

"interim" assignments in Stockton, County of Solano, 

Woodland and Santa Ana. He is currently affiliated 

with PARS as a Senior Consultant. Kevin is seen here 

with retired La Mirada City Manager Tom Robinson. 

 

 

 

http://www.parsinfo.org/ 

Mitch Barker, PARS, Executive Vice President 

mbarker@pars.org 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Kosmont Companies is a nationally recognized real 

estate, financial advisory and economic 

development services firm. President and CEO   

Larry J. Kosmont founded the firm in 1986.  

Kosmont Companies | Kosmont Realty Corporation | 

California Golden Fund (EB-5)                                               

865 S. Figueroa Street, Suite 3500  |  Los Angeles, CA 90017  

Main: 213.417.3300I                          Fax 213-417-3311 

“Life is a paradise for those who love many things 

with a passion.”     ― Leo Buscaglia 

 

City Management Graduates 

from USC Revisited. 

In Santa Monica in 1975 Larry J. Kosmont 

began his career as an Administrative Intern. 

Later that year (1975) he was hired as an 

Administrative Assistant.  Larry was appointed 

Assistant City Manager in Seal Beach in 1978, 

working with then-City Manager Dennis 

Courtemarche.  While serving in Seal Beach, 

Larry was awarded the 1980 John H. Nail 

Memorial Award presented by the City 

Managers Department of the League of 

California Cities annually to the Outstanding 

Assistant. In 1980 Larry was selected to be the 

City Manager in Bell Gardens, where he served 

until 1983 when he was appointed 

Redevelopment Director in Burbank.  In 1985 he 

became the Burbank Community 

Development Director, leaving that post in 1986 

to establish the Kosmont Companies, which has 

become an industry leader in public/private 

real estate transactions and public finance. In 

2011 to 2012 Larry stepped in as the Interim City 

Administrator in the City of Montebello, but 

continues to serve as the President & CEO of 

Kosmont Companies. Larry earned a BA from 

the State University of New York, and an MPA 

from the University of Southern California (USC). 

He received a 10-year ICMA Service Award in 

1988. In 1995 Larry conceived of and created 

the Kosmont-Rose Institute Cost of Doing 

Business Survey, which is now recognized as the 

industry standard for comparing city taxes and 

economic incentives. The survey covers 400 

cities in all 50 states, and is published annually 

by Claremont-McKenna College. Larry has 

served on the State Economic Development 

Commission, and as a Commissioner on the Los 

Angeles Industrial Development Authority. He is 

a registered Municipal Advisory with the U.S. 

Security and Exchange Commission. 

 

 

http://www.parsinfo.org/
../../NEWSLETTERS-------------/2014%20Newsletters/mbarker@pars.org
http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/27573.Leo_Buscaglia
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City Management Graduates 

from USC Revisited. 

John P. Keisler is the Long 

Beach Business Operations 

Manager, Department of 

Parks, Recreation & Marine. 

The Department has 1,400 employees, a $50 

million annual operating budget, 300 contracts, 

and the marketing and a communications 

division. John spent three-years as the Director 

of Animal Care Services prior to his 

appointment to his current post. He also 

previously worked with the Long Beach Office 

of the Budget and the City Manager's Office.  

John began his working career with Teach For 

America as a middle school teacher at Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary School in 

Newark, New Jersey. In 2001 he was the 

recipient of the "Best Practices Award" for a first 

year teacher in the Newark Public Schools 

District.  When he returned to California he 

served as a Policy Assistant for the Orange 

County Division of the League of California 

Cities from 2003-2005.  He joined the Long 

Beach staff in 2005 as a Management Assistant. 

In 2006 he was promoted to Performance 

Management Analyst and in 2008 he became 

the Acting Business Manager for the Long 

Beach Department on Animal Care Services, 

and then the erased the "acting" part of the 

title later that year (2008). John earned a BA 

from St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota in 

Philosophy and Religion, and an MPA from the 

University of Southern California (USC).  He 

served as the President of the Municipal 

Management Association of Southern 

California, 2007-2008. He served on the ICMA 

Committee for Preparing the Next Generation. 

He and his family life in the Belmont Shore area 

of Long Beach. (The picture at the top is of 

John & Jack Simpson in 2009.) 

 

 

 

http://www.tripepismith.com/ 

Ryder Smith and Tripepi Smith & Associates field a 

professional team that brings a strong background 

in pursuit of new and innovative approaches and 

skills in marketing, technology and public affairs. 

 

In 1984 Raymond R. Cruz took an 

Administrative Intern position with the 

City of Riverside.  In 2000 he was 

appointed Executive Director of the 

Arroyo Verdugo Cities, a sub-regional council 

of governments in the San Fernando and San 

Gabriel Valleys, including Burbank, Glendale, 

La Cañada Flintridge, Pasadena and South 

Pasadena. In October, 1986 Ray was hired to 

be the Assistant to the City Manager in 

Glendale, and he served in Glendale for the 

next 14-plus years. In March, 2001 Ray joined 

the Carson staff as the Public Services General 

Manager, and he worked in that position for 

the next 11 and a half years.  Ray was 

promoted to be the Carson Director of 

Community Services in September, 2012.  He 

left Carson in 2013 when in November of that 

year he was appointed City Manager in the 

City of Rolling Hills.  Roy is a Full Member of 

ICMA but does not list his career history in the 

ICMA Who's Who.  Ray earned a BA at the 

University of California, Riverside, and an MPA 

from the University of Southern California (USC).  

He also participated in the Coro Foundation 

Fellowship Program at their San Francisco 

Center from 1985-1986. 

http://www.tripepismith.com/
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California Dreaming! 

 

City Management Graduates 

from USC Revisited. 

 Hilary M. Straus, a classic car buff, started his 

public management career in 1995 in Loomis, 

California as an Administrative Assistant and 

then Analyst.  Hilary moved to Citrus Heights in 

1998 as a Management Analyst, and 

proceeded to move up in that organization: 

Management Analyst II, 2001; Senior 

Management Analyst, 2002; and Assistant to 

the City Manager, 2007. While Hilary served as 

a Senior Management Analyst between 2004 

and 2005, he also served concurrently as the 

City Administrator in Plymouth.  In 2008 Hilary 

became the Deputy City Manager in Hanford, 

and in 2009 he added the duties and 

responsibilities of Community Development 

Director. In 2010 Hilary was appointed to the 

Hanford City Manager post.  After leaving 

Hanford in 2012 he was selected to serve as the 

Assistant City Manager in South Pasadena.  

Hilary earned a BA from the University of 

California, Davis, and an MPA from the 

University of Southern California (USC). Hilary 

served as the Chair of the Board for Cal-ICMA 

in 2007-2008.  He also served as President of the 

Municipal Management Association of 

Northern California (MMANC), 2000-2001.  In 

2006 he received a 10-year ICMA Service 

Award. He is a former CCMF Board Member. 

 

 

 

 

Wfis.wellsfargo.com 

Gary Delaney has developed sophisticated 

employee benefit insurance programs for public 

entities for more than 30-years. Wells Fargo 

Insurance, as one of the largest insurance 

brokerages in the world, helps agencies design 

innovative benefits solutions and more effectively 

navigate the complex world of healthcare reform. 

http://www.cacities.org/Education-Events/Annual-

Conference-Expo 
 

  

 

 

From its 1978 inception, Jones Hall has been 

dedicated solely to the practice of municipal bond 

law. Telephone No. 415-391-5780.                                                               

www.joneshall.com 

  

2014 Annual Conference                                         

October 15 - 17, 2014                                                  

Embassy Suites Sacramento   

MMANC's Annual Conference a signature event and the premier 

training conference in Northern California for local government 

professionals. This event is designed for municipal managers of 

today who want to become the leaders of tomorrow.                                    

Please save the dates!         http://www.mmanc.org/ 

 

 

 

 

https://wfis.wellsfargo.com/services/employeebenefits/pages/default.aspx
mailto:Gary.Delaney@wellsfargo.com
http://www.cacities.org/Education-Events/Annual-Conference-Expo
http://www.cacities.org/Education-Events/Annual-Conference-Expo
http://www.joneshall.com/
http://www.mmanc.org/
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City Management Graduates 

from USC Revisited. 

Former Rosemead City Manager Bill Crowe 

began his career as an Administrative Assistant 

in Paramount, California in 1975.  In 1978 Bill was 

appointed Director of Administrative Services, 

and in 1979 he was tapped to serve as the 

Paramount Assistant City Manager.  Bill served 

as Interim City Manager for a brief time in 1980, 

prior to leaving Paramount to join the staff of 

Los Angeles County Supervisor Peter F. 

Schabarum.  Bill worked as the Supervisor's 

Deputy for 10-years.  In 1995 Bill tried the private 

side when he went to work for Unisys, an 

information technology and services firm.  In 

1997 Bill worked for a time at a school district, 

and in October, 1999 he was appointed 

Director of Administrative Services in Rosemead 

by then-City Manager Frank G. Tripepi.  

Following Frank's retirement, Bill was appointed 

to the Rosemead City Manager post in May, 

2002, and he served there until February, 2006. 

Bill's next assignment starting in February, 2006 

was to serve as the Assistant City Manager in 

the City of El Segundo with then-City Manager 

Jeff Stewart, who currently is the Bellflower City 

Manager.  Bill retired from El Segundo in 

December, 2010. Bill earned a BS in Public 

Administration and an MPA from the University 

of Southern California (USC).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here Bill Crowe chats with former City Manager  

Paul Philips, the CCCA Deputy Executive Director. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rwglaw.com/ 

RW&G is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession and to solving the problems of business 

and the public sector with the highest quality legal 

services in a cost-effective manner. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/ 

Executive Recruitment: Through many years of 

experience, Bob Murray, a former City Manager, and his 

associates have created an ideal recruitment process.  

In 1964 Peter C. Harvey was hired as the 

Assistant to the City Manager in Salem, Oregon.  

He served there until 1968 when he was 

appointed Assistant City Manager in Tacoma, 

Washington.  Peter came to California in 1969 

to take the City Manager post in Yuba City, 

and he served there for about 9-years.  In 1978 

he returned to Oregon as the City Manager in 

Lake Oswego.  In 1992 Peter moved to Arizona 

to be the City Manager of Peoria.  He served in 

Peoria until 1997 when he again moved to 

California, this time to be the City Manager in 

Red Bluff. Peter retired in 2001.  He earned a BA 

from Willamette University and an MPA from the 

University of Southern California (USC). In 1999 

he received a 35-year ICMA Service Award.  

He served as the President of the Oregon 

City/County Management Association in 1987. 

http://www.rwglaw.com/
http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/
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www.brandywinedev.com 

 
In 1994, former Artesia City Manager Jim Barisic founded 

Brandywine with a business plan to help revitalize 

established neighborhoods and to convert existing 

underutilized space into needed housing.  
 

City Management Graduates 

from USC Revisited. 

In 1972 John F. Shirey began his long and 

storied public management career in Monterey 

Park as a Junior Administrative Assistant. He was 

promoted to Administrative Assistant to the City 

Manager and served in that roll until 1975.  

John joined the Long Beach city staff in 1975 as 

a Legislative Analyst. In 1976 his roll was 

changed to Director of Intergovernmental 

Relations.  He left Long Beach in 1979 to serve 

the National League of Cities in Washington, 

D.C. where he served as the group's Legislative 

Counsel.  John returned to California in 1982 

and initially served as the Assistant Executive 

Director of the Community Development 

Commission of the County of Los Angeles.  He 

was appointed Deputy Chief Administrative 

Officer in 1985, and then Assistant CAO in 1986.  

John returned to Long Beach in 1987 as the 

Assistant City Manager and served there until in 

1993 when he was appointed City Manager in 

Cincinnati, Ohio. John served in Cincinnati until 

2001. In 2002 he became the Executive Director 

of the California Redevelopment Association 

where he worked until 2011 when he became 

the Sacramento City Manager; his current 

assignment.  John earned a BS from Purdue 

University and an MPA from the University of 

Southern California (USC).  In 2001 he received 

an ICMA Program Excellence Award for 

Intergovernmental Cooperation. He received a 

30-year ICMA Service Award in 2013.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com                                          

Anthony D. Gonsalves serves as a member of the 

CCMF Board of Directors. The late-Joe A. Gonsalves 

is a former member of the State Assembly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a picture of Anthony Gonsalves with         

Jose Vera of Stifel chatting at a city event.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stifel.com/ 

Stephen Heaney, Managing Director, Public 

Finance, at Stifel Financial Corp. is a former member 

of the CCMF Board.  

 

 

 

http://www.willdan.com/financial/ 

Mark Risco, President & CEO                                                     

Chris Fisher, Financial Consulting Vice President                                              

Willdan Financial Services  

27368 Via Industria, Suite 110 

Temecula, California 92590 

951.587.3500 | 800.755.6864 

Fax 951.587.3510 | 888.326.6864 

 

http://www.brandywinedev.com/
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.stifel.com/
http://www.willdan.com/financial/
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City Management Graduates 

from USC Revisited. 

Kenneth C. Farfsing started his city 

management career as a Student Intern in the 

City of Santa Fe Springs in 1980. Following that 

experience, Ken joined the La Verne staff 

where he worked in various planning and 

redevelopment capacities, including 

Community Development Director from 1981 to 

1988.  In 1988 Ken joined the Downey staff as 

the Assistant City Manager and worked in that 

post until 1991.  In 1991 he was appointed City 

Manager in the City of South Pasadena, serving 

there until 1996 when he was appointed to his 

current position of Signal Hill City Manager.  Ken 

is a past President of the Gateway Cities City 

Manager's Group, and has served on the 

League of California Cities Water Quality Task 

Force. He has become an expert in storm water 

and urban runoff regulations and practices.  

Ken earned a BA in history from the University of 

California, Berkeley, and a Master's in Urban 

Planning from the University of Southern 

California (USC). 

 

 

In June 2013, Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P. joined forces with 

Norton Rose as Norton Rose Fulbright. Super Lawyers 2014 

lists11-firm lawyers as being among the top lawyers in 

Southern California; five others are listed as "rising stars."  

http://www.nortonrosefulbright.com 

http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/ 

Marshall Linn founded Urban Futures, Inc. in 1972.  

Marshall's expertise is in municipal finance, 

redevelopment, and planning. President Michael P. Busch 

joined Urban Futures in 2007 following a successful career 

in municipal government. James Lee recently joined the 

firm as a Principal with expertise in public utility financing. 

Life ICMA Member Darrell L. Essex served as the 

Assistant City Manager in Santa Fe Springs 

between 1957 and 1962. On July 1, 1962, Darrell 

was appointed City Manager in the Orange 

County City of Cypress.  Darrell took the reins 

from Acting City Manager John M. Toups, and 

held them for the next 34-years. He served from 

1962 until 1996. In 1994 the Cypress City Council 

renamed the former Texaco Park at 5131 Ball 

Road to "Darrell Essex Park," in Darrell's honor. 

Since his retirement in 1996, Darrell has served 

as an ICMA Range Rider starting in 1999 until 

recently. The 82-year old Darrell continues to 

play golf, and has maintained his interest in city 

management.  He earned a BS and an MS from 

the University of Southern California (USC). In 

1992 Darrell received a 35-year ICMA Service 

Award. 

 

 

http://muniservices.com/ 

MuniServices, LLC, founded in 1978, helps cities 

preserve, enhance and manage their revenue 

base. Fran Mancia of MuniServices serves as a 

member of the CCMF Board of Directors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
http://www.ocsec.com/ 

O’Connor & Company Securities, Inc. is a full service 

broker-dealer headquartered in Newport Beach . Former 

Duarte City Manager J. Kenneth Caresio is a Managing 

Director for the firm. 

 

 
City of          

Cypress 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/us/about-us/
http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/
http://muniservices.com/
http://www.ocsec.com/
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City Management Graduates 

from USC Revisited. 

We have just touched the tip of the iceberg 

with our additional list of city management 

professionals who are USC alumni, and here we 

are out of room in this issue.  Carl Alameda is a 

Senior Management Analyst in La Cañada 

Flintridge. Carl served as the President of the 

Municipal Management Association of 

Southern California (MMASC) in 2010-2011.  He 

also sat of the Cal-ICMA Board that year. Carl 

earned a BA at California Polytechnic 

University, Pomona, and two Master's Degree, 

including an MPA, from the University of 

Southern California (USC).  We are sorry that we 

cannot explore in more depth some of the very 

deserving USC alumni that we have missed in 

this and our previous issue.  However, we can 

list a few without the career histories. We 

recognize USC graduates: Beverly Hills Assistant 

City Manager Mahdi Aluzri; Fremont Director of 

Youth & Family, Annie Bailey; retired City 

Manager Ron Bates, a League of California 

Cities past President; retired City Managers Tim 

Casey, Robert M. Christofferson, Ray Patchett, 

Raul Romero, Dave Rudat, Ed Schilling, and 

Mike Sedell; Laguna Hills City Manager Bruce 

Channing, a City Managers Department of the 

League past President; Kristen M. Crane, 

Assistant to the City Manager in Del Mar; 

Berkeley Administrative & Fiscal Services 

Manager Melanie Jones; former City Manager 

Thomas Lando; Yuba City Interim City Manager 

Steven Kroeger; City Manager Patricia E. Martel 

of Daly City, a former ICMA Regional Vice 

President; Life ICMA members Tom Mauk and 

Harry Peacock; Menlo Park City Manager Alex 

McIntyre; Brookings, Oregon City Manager 

Gary Milliman, formerly of California; Rancho 

Cordova City Manager Dr. Brian S. Nakamura; 

Lemon Grove City Manager Graham Mitchell; 

Glendale City Manager Scott W. Ochoa; 

Temple City's recent Interim City Manager Don 

Penman; Davis City Manager Steven Pinkerton; 

Belmont City Manager Greg Scoles, and many 

others. This is a random list. We apologize to 

those we missed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.englanderpr.com 

Harvey Englander is a graduate of UCLA, and is a 

member of the Board of the UCLA School of Public Policy. 

Matt Knabe serves on the LAEDC Board of Governors, and 

as President of the Paramount Education Project, among 

other service assignments. 

 

 

Colantuono, Highsmith     

& Whatley, PC 
 

www.chwlaw.us 

                                                                                 

After more than a decade of business  under the name       

Colantuono & Levin, PC, the firm has a new name:                                                    

Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley, PC 

 

 

Former City Manager Bill Kelly, President                                                             

1440 North Harbor Boulevard, Suite 900                                                        

Fullerton, California 91835                                                                               

http://ka-mg.com/ 

 

 

 

November 12 - 14, 2014 

Rancho Bernardo Inn - San Diego 

Conference Co-Chairs                                                         

Jorge Garcia, Santa Ana                                                         

Alma Janabajab, County of Santa Barbara 

Email: annualconf@mmasc.org  
 

http://www.englanderpr.com/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
http://ka-mg.com/
annualconf@mmasc.org%20
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http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/ 

Bob Murray & Associates brings a personal 

approach to providing quality executive 

recruitment services. Their clients include cities, 

counties, and special districts, both large and small. 

Their experience includes working with the cities of 

San Francisco, Los Angeles, Long Beach, Fresno, 

Sacramento, and San Diego, California; Eugene, 

Salem, and Portland, Oregon; Seattle, Washington; 

San Antonio, Texas; New Orleans, Louisiana; 

Greenville, South Carolina; Norfolk, Virginia; Jupiter 

and Miami Beach, Florida; and Washington DC. 

Counties they have assisted include Orange 

County, Monterey County, and Marin County, 

California; Clackamas County and Washington, 

Oregon; Fulton County, Orange County and 

Lowndes County, Georgia; Arlington County, 

Virginia; and Bay County, Florida. Bob Murray & 

Associates has also assisted a number of special 

districts and professional organizations including the 

Bay Area Air Quality Management District, the 

Arizona Municipal Water Users Association and the 

California State Association of Counties. 

Through many years of experience, Bob Murray & 

Associates has created an ideal recruitment 

process by combining the ability to help client 

agencies determine the direction of a search and 

the types of candidates sought. Bob Murray 

understands the importance of recruiting 

candidates who are not necessarily looking for a job 

and are doing well in their current position. Working 

with professionalism, integrity and personal 

attention, the Bob Murray team-oriented search 

process, in addition to its proven expertise, ensures 

that the candidates presented for consideration will 

match the criteria established.  

 

 

1677 Eureka Road, Suite 202 

Roseville, California 95661                                    

Telephone (916) 784-9080  

apply@bobmurrayassoc.com 

 

The Bob Murray & Associates collaborative process, 

created to build partnerships with clients, entails the 

following: 

 Developing a Candidate Profile  

 Advertising Campaign and Recruiting 

Brochure  

 Recruiting Candidates  

 Candidate Interviews and Evaluation  

 Referencing Top Candidates  

 Recommendation  

 Final Interviews and Background Checks  

 Negotiations  

The dedicated Bob Murray & Associates 

team includes:  

 Bob Murray, President has more than 20 

years of experience as a recruiter. He is 

recognized as one of the Nation's leading 

recruiters. He has conducted hundreds of 

searches for cities, counties, and special 

districts. He has been called on to conduct 

searches for some of the largest most 

complex organizations in the country and 

some of the smallest. Bob Murray has 

conducted searches for chief executives, 

department heads, professional and 

technical positions. He has taken the lead on 

the firm's most difficult assignments with 

great success. His clients have retained him 

again and again given the quality of his 

work and success in finding candidates for 

difficult to fill positions. 

 Regan Williams, Senior Vice President 

 S. Renee Narloch, Senior Vice President — 

Southeast/Mid Atlantic Region 

 Joel Bryden, Vice President 

 Fred Freeman, Vice President 

 Valerie Phillips, Vice President                  

 Sarah Kenney, Senior Consultant 

 Amber Smith, Senior Consultant 

 Rachel Hanselman, Consultant 

 Rosa Gomez, Administrative Manager 

 

http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/
mailto:apply@bobmurrayassoc.com
http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/about_our_firm.asp#Bob
http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/about_our_firm.asp#Regan
http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/about_our_firm.asp#Renee
http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/about_our_firm.asp#Renee
http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/about_our_firm.asp#Amanda
http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/about_our_firm.asp#Sarah
http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/about_our_firm.asp#Rosa
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Picking Up the Pieces: Retired Vista City 

Manager and Past President of CCMF, 

Rita Geldert, who served as the 

Executive Director of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF) following her 

retirement, has been enduring a long line of serious 

medical procedure and still has a way to go.  She is 

currently at home, but requires 24-hour medical 

care for the time being, though she is slowly 

improving. She anticipates her final major medical 

procedure next month or sometime in October. Her 

husband Dale Geldert, retired CDF Director, reports 

that Rita's spirit remains upbeat and positive.  She 

has had several serious operations over the past 10 

months and still perseveres. Our prayers and best 

wishes go out to Rita, Dale and their family and 

friends. Dan Berman is the new City Manager in 

Trinidad, California.  Dan has worked in coastal 

watershed management for the past 13-years, and 

served as the Director of the Morro Bay National 

Estuary Program, and as the Director of Humboldt 

Bay Harbor Recreation and Conservation District. 

Dan is a native of Trinidad. He will replace City 

Manager Karen Suiker, who is retiring. Patterson City 

Manager Rod Butler's last day at Patterson City Hall 

is August 31, as he has been appointed City 

Manager in his hometown of Upland.  Ken Irwin, 

Patterson Director of Engineering, Building and 

Capital Projects, has been appointed to take over 

for Rod as Interim City Manager.  Ken joined the 

Patterson staff in 2012 after working 23-years for a 

private engineering firm. Livermore Assistant City 

Manager Troy Brown is the new Tracy City Manager. 

Troy joined the Livermore staff in 2009 after working 

in Santa Clarita, Riverside and Elk Grove.  Troy is 

currently serving as a Regional Vice President on the 

ICMA Executive Board. He served on the Cal-ICMA 

Board from 2008 to 2011. Troy is a former Vice 

President of the Municipal Management Association 

of Southern California (MMASC) (2004-2005). South 

Gate Assistant City Manager/Finance Director Bryan 

Cook has been appointed to serve as the new City 

Manager in Temple City. Bryan takes over from 

Interim City Manager Don Penman, retired Arcadia 

City Manager.  Bryan earned a BA from California 

State University, Los Angeles, and an MPA from 

California State University, East Bay. Lincoln City 

Manager Jim Estep will be the new President and 

CEO for Crossroads Diversified Services, a 

Sacramento-based employment and placement 

nonprofit organization.  He will replace David 

DeLeonardis, who is retiring after nearly 35-years of 

service. Jim has served as the Lincoln City Manager 

for the past 6-years. Prior to that he was Assistant 

City Manager in Elk Grove, Assistant City Manager in 

Folsom, and Public Services Director in San Ramon. 

Pismo Beach City Manager Jim Lewis is active at his 

alma mater, the University of Southern California 

(USC).  He has served on the Board of Governors of 

the USC Alumni Association, the advisory Board of 

the Masters of Public Administration degree 

program, and currently serves as the Chair of the 

annual fund council for the Price School of Public 

Policy.  Before joining the Pismo Beach staff, Jim 

served as the Assistant City Manager in Atascadero 

and prior to that Assistant to the City Manager in 

Claremont. Jim as an MMASC Past President (2001). 

City Manager Jim Box of Stanton earned a BA from 

the University of La Verne, and an MPA from 

California State University, Long Beach. Jim served 

as the Stanton Assistant City Manager from 2010 to 

2012 when he was appointed to the top spot. Cotati 

City Manager Dianne Thompson has announced 

that she will resign her position by the end of the 

year. Dianne has served as the Cotati City Manager 

since 2007.  She said that she will pursue other 

opportunities. Dianne expects to assist the City in 

finding a new City Manager. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pam Newcomb and Janees Williams flank ICFA 

Executive Director Debbie Smith.  Pam and Janees 

are principals with Newcomb Williams Financial 

Group.  We are hoping that we finally used the 

appropriate logo for their firm.  We apologize ladies! 

 

 

 

http://icma.org/en/ca/programs/wlg 

 

http://icma.org/en/ca/programs/wlg


 

 

 

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management                                            Page 13 
August, 2014 Special                                USC
                                      
    

More Pieces Picked Up: Retired U.S. Army 

Colonel David W. Buckingham, 49, has 

been appointed City Manager in Morro 

Bay. David served more than 25-years in 

the Army. He will be relocating to the 

Central Coast from Washington, D.C. Originally from 

Pennsylvania, he earned a BS in engineering from 

Pennsylvania State University; a Master's degree in 

National Security and Strategic Studies from Salve 

Regina University in Newport, Rhode Island; and a 

master's degree in International Relations from 

Cambridge University. He takes over from Interim 

City Manager Ed Kreins, who took the post following 

the resignation of City Manager Andrea Lueker. 

Former La Cañada Flintridge Public Works Assistant 

and Carlsbad Management Analyst Mindy Jacobs, 

who worked for Moreland & Associates and 

IntelliBridge Partners, recently celebrated her first 

anniversary with First Team Real Estate in Irvine. 

Palmdale City Manager Dave Childs, a former ICMA 

President, applauds the recognition of former 

Dayton Beach, Florida City Manager Howard D. "Tip" 

Tipton as the recipient of the Florida League of 

Cities' inaugural Raymond C. Sittig Distinguished 

Public Service Award. "Tip" served as the Daytona 

Beach City Manager from 1978 to 1994.  He went to 

Florida in 1978.  He began his career as an 

Administrative Assistant in Duarte in 1959, and he 

served as the Assistant to the City Manager in 

Glendora in 1961, and became the Glendora City 

Manager in 1962 at the age of 23. Port Hueneme 

City Manager Cynthia Haas has celebrated her first 

full year with the city.  The former Carlsbad Deputy 

City Manager, joined the Port Hueneme staff in 

August, 2013. Cynthia earned a BA and MPA from 

California State University, San Diego. She is a Poway 

High School graduate.  Cynthia is a Licensed Real 

Estate Broker. She began her city government 

career in Carlsbad in 1988 as an Analyst; worked as 

the Manager of the City's Economic Development & 

Real Estate Department; and served as Deputy City 

Manager for a little more than 5-years. Sonoma City 

Manager Carol E. Giovanatto served as the Assistant 

City Manager in Cloverdale prior to joining the 

Sonoma staff in 2001 as the ACM. In 2010 Carol 

received a 35-year ICMA Service Award. County of 

Humboldt Administrative Officer Phillip Smith-Hanes 

joined the county staff as the Assistant County 

Administrative Officer in August, 2007. He was 

appointed County Administrative Officer in 

December, 2009. Phil began his first California 

position as a Management Analyst in the  City of 

San Bruno in August, 2000. Former Orange County 

CEO and Whittier City Manager Tom Mauk  has 

served as the Director of Business Development for 

Onward Engineering for the past two years; starting 

in August, 2012.  Tom earned an MPA at the 

University of Southern California (USC). Retired Pico 

Rivera City Manager Dennis Courtemarche and his 

wife Kathy Courtemarche were recently spotted in 

Central Park in New York City. Michael Ramsey was 

a Los Gatos Police Officer from 1972 to 1975, and 

then he served as a Visalia Police Officer from 1975 

to 1977.  Mike worked in various position with the 

Visalia city organization and left there as the 

Assistant Executive Director for Redevelopment in 

1996 when he was appointed City Manager in 

Antioch.  After a half dozen years in Antioch, Mike 

took the Pleasant Hill City Manager post in 2002 and 

left there in 2006. In 2006 he received a 30-year 

ICMA Service Award. 
 

2014 /100th ICMA Annual Conference 

WHEN: 

September 14-17, 2014 

WHERE: Charlotte/Mecklenburg, North Carolina 

http://icma.org/en/icma/home 

 

Make the Ordinary Come Alive: 
 

Do not ask your children  

to strive for extraordinary lives. 

Such striving may seem admirable, 

but it is a way of foolishness. 

Help them instead to find the wonder  

and the marvel of an ordinary life. 

Show them the joy of tasting 

tomatoes, apples and pears. 

Show them how to cry 

when pets and people die. 

Show them the infinite pleasure 

in the touch of a hand. 

And make the ordinary come alive for them. 

The extraordinary will take care of itself. 

By William Martin, The Parent’s Tao Te Ching: Ancient 

Advice for Modern Parents. 

Many "Thanks" to retired City Manager Craig Robinson for 

sharing this poem. 

 

http://icma.org/en/icma/home
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1569246629/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1569246629&linkCode=as2&tag=inthemean-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1569246629/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1569246629&linkCode=as2&tag=inthemean-20
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: Michael 

Colantuono of the Colantuono, Highsmith & 

Whatley, PC law firm has been elected Treasurer of 

the Board of Trustees of the State Bar of California 

for 2014-2015. Patterson City Manager Rod Butler is 

the new City Manager in the City of Upland. Rod, 

50, is taking over for Interim City Manager Marty 

Lomeli, a retired La Verne City Manager, who took 

over for former City Manager Stephen Dunn.  

Previous to serving as the Patterson City Manager, 

Rod served as the City Manager in Crescent City. In 

2008 Rod worked in Pomona as the Assistant to the 

City Manager.  He also worked in the Ontario 

Housing Authority and Redevelopment Agency, 

and spent a little more than four years as a Senior 

Management Analyst in Chino. Rosemead Assistant 

City Manager/Finance Director Matthew 

Hawkesworth previously served as the Finance 

Director in Claremont (2004-2007) and he was an 

Accounting Manager in El Monte (1995-2004). 

Matthew joined the Rosemead staff in October, 

2007.  He earned a BA from the University of La 

Verne. Azusa City Manager James Makshanoff 

earned a three-year employment agreement 

extension.  Jim took over as City Manager when 

former City Manager Fran Delach retired. Jim had 

previously served as the Azusa Assistant City 

Manager. Fran is currently with Kelly Associates 

Management Group, and serving as the Interim City 

Manager in Monrovia following the retirement of 

City Manager Laurie Lile. Orinda City Manager 

Janet Keeter began her public management career 

as an Assistant Coordinator with the San Joaquin 

County Office of Emergency Services in October, 

1986.  She later worked in various positions in Lodi 

and had a short stint in Tracy prior to coming to 

Orinda from the Deputy City Manager post in Lodi. 

Janet became City Manager in Orinda in August, 

2005. Senior Administrative Analyst Jessica 

Balandran of Cudahy, formerly with Tripepi Smith & 

Associates, earned a BA in political science and an 

MPA from St. Mary's University. City Manager Greg 

Ramirez, a former member of the League of 

California Cities' staff, earned a Masters degree in 

economics from California State University, 

Hayward.  He also earned a BS from California 

Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo. Greg was 

appointed to the Agoura Hills City Manager position 

in November, 2003, more than 10-years ago. 

Michelle Lopez is an Adjunct Instructor at Long 

Beach City College, Coastline Community College, 

Los Angeles Southwest College, and  with the North 

Orange County Community College District School 

of Continuing Education.  An example of how 

enterprising young people diversify to make ends 

meet these days. Michelle is a former servers and 

bartender at Wood Ranch in the Cerritos Town 

Center. She earned a BA and MA from California 

State University, Long Beach. 

 

Theresa Battaglia-Gutierrez ran 

with the 1991 Olympic Torch.        

At the time, Theresa was with the 

Bellflower City Administrator's 

Office.  She is currently with 

Lakewood City Manager     

Howard L. Chamber's staff.  

Howard is a USC alumnus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


