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 City Managers with a                     

Salinas Connection                  

We started this series in  San Diego. Then we traveled 

northerly on Interstate 5 to  the City of  Lakewood.  Next 

we continued northerly up to the Central Coast where 

we stopped in Pismo Beach.  This newsletter  issue takes 

us north on Highway 101, El Camino Real, to Monterey 

County and the City of Salinas.   

Salinas is the County Seat and largest municipality of 

Monterey County.  It has an incorporated area of 23.22 

square miles and a 2012 population of 154,484.  Salinas 

is an agricultural center with an ideal climate for the 

floral industry and grape vineyards.  The first Salinas post 

office opened in 1854.  The city streets were laid out in 

1867, and the city incorporated in 1874.  The name 

"Salinas" is Spanish for "salt marsh."  

Pictured left to right are: Paul Philips, former City Manager 

and Deputy Executive Director for the California Contract 

Cities Association (CCCA); retired Huntington Park City 

Manager Greg Korduner; CCCA Communications 

Manager Tony Olivito; CCCA Executive Director           

Sam Olivito; Diamond Bar City Manager James 

DeStefano; and Artesia City Manager William Rawlings. 

The 55th Annual CCCA Municipal Seminar is planned for 

May 15-18 at the Renaissance Esmeralda in Indian Wells. 

For information call telephone no. 562-622-5533.  

www.contractcities.org  
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Salinas Connection                  

Located only 8-miles from the coast of the Pacific 

Ocean, the Salinas economy has been based largely 

on agriculture, since it is located on one of California's 

richest farming regions.  The Salinas area produces a 

wide variety of fruits and vegetables leading Salinas to 

become known as the "Salad Bowl of the World."  

More than 30% of the world's lettuce is grown in the 

Salinas Valley.     

Notable people from Salinas include: Vanessa 

Hudgens, Sammy Hagar, Joe Kapp, author John 

Steinbeck and many more athletes and other 

celebrities. Marilyn Monroe was named the Diamond 

Queen of Salinas on February 20, 1948.  Salinas is the 

setting for John Steinbeck's novel, "East of Eden," and 

he mentions the community in some of his other novels.  

Salinas is the home of the National Steinbeck Center 

founded in 1983. 

 

 

 

http://www.ocsec.com/ 

O’Connor & Company Securities, Inc. is a full service 

broker-dealer headquartered in Newport Beach  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://caltrust.org/          

Contact Lyle Defenbaugh or Erin Carthen about 

CalTRUST investment opportunities for cities.  

Lyle.Defenbaugh@wellsfargo.com               

Erin.M.Carthen@wellsfargo.com  

 

"Enjoy life and smile often." --Feeona Ahe 

 

 

 

   

Trackdown Posse Roster:                                                                     
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager                                                            

Howard Chambers, Lakewood                                                                                     
Mike Egan, Norwalk                                                                                                       

Lyle Defenbaugh, CalTrust                                                                                      
Ernie Garcia, Retired Norwalk City Manager                                                                                   
Joe Tanner, Interim City Manager, Rio Vista                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Dave Carmany, Manhattan Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Ken Bayless, Greater L.A. Vector Control District                                                                                                                                                                  

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS & Santa Ana Interim CM                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Richard Ramirez, Retired City Manager, American Canyon                                                                                                                                                                                       

Vern Lawson, Lancaster                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Don Penman, Interim City Manager, Temple City                                           

Anthony Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                              
Ernesto Marquez, Hawaiian Gardens                                                                                                                                                                                 

Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager                                  
Jan Perkins, Management Partners/ICMA                                                                                                                                                                                       

Andy Takata, Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Marcia Raines, Millbrae                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Anthony R. Ybarra, South El Monte                                                                                                                                                                                       
Arthur C. Simonian, Retired City Manager                                                            
Ken Caresio, Retired Duarte City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Wade McKinney, Indian Wells CM & President of CCMF                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Doug LaBelle, Retired Chino Hills City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                             

John Keisler, Long Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Sam Olivito, California Contract Cities Association                                                                                                                                                               

Jack Lam, Retired Rancho Cucamonga City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Larry F. Pennell, Retired Wasco City Manager                                                            

Gary Chicots, Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                          
Fred Latham, Retired Santa Fe Springs City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                          

Anthony Lopez, Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Dr. Bill Mathis, Mathis Group                                                                                  

Linda Lowry, Pomona                                                                                                         
City of Cerritos                                                                                                             

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President                                                                      
Bruce Williams, Retired City Manager                                                                     

Troy Butzlaff, Placentia                                                                                               
Rod Foster, Laguna Niguel                                                                                                

Gerald Forde, Huron                                                                                                   
Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director                                                                         

Rita Geldert, CCMF Exec. Director & retired Vista CM                                    
Gene Rogers, Moreno Valley Retired City Manager                                                   

Chuck Robinson, Deputy City Manager, Tustin                                                  
Gary Milliman, Brookings, Oregon                                                                       
John Gillison, Rancho Cucamonga                                                                      

Laura Behjan, Retired CM, Simi Valley                                                               
Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                              

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager                                                               
Robert Dickey, Former CM & retired DPW, South Gate                                

Randy Bomgaars, Bellflower, Past CCCA President                                   
Marshall Linn, Urban Futures, Founder & Chairman                                                                       

Stan Morgan, Winners Ink & Toner/former Mayor & ACM                               
Jeff Mathieu, Big Bear Lake                                                                                     

Clay Curtin, Menlo Park                                                                                                  
Jim Lewis, Pismo Beach                                                                                          

Kevin Duggan, ICMA & retired City Manager                                                    
David Jinkens, Retired City Manager                                                              

Charles G. "Guy" Huffaker, Retired City Manager                                           
Susan Simpson, In-N-Out Burger                                                                          

Judie & Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ocsec.com/
http://caltrust.org/
mailto:Lyle.Defenbaugh@wellsfargo.com
../2013%20Newsletters/erin.m.carthen@wellsfargo.com
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Willdan Senior Vice President Frank G. Tripepi and his 

impressive Opening Day catch at Crowley Lake in Mono 

County. Frank is a retired Rosemead City Manager and he 

served as an Interim City Manager in La Puente. 

 

City Managers with a                                      

Salinas Connection                  

Salinas City Managers have participated in the city 

manager craft leadership for years.  Those who served 

as President of the City Managers Department of the 

League of California Cities at the time they were 

Salinas City Manager, include: Thomas G. Dunne, 

1971-1972; Robert Christofferson, 1980-1981; 

and David R. Mora, 1991-1992. 

We hope you enjoy this effort to recognize city 

management professionals with a City of 

Salinas background: 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 

 

 

 

Municipal Law Services                                 

Colantuono &  Levin 
 

www.CLLAW.US 

 

Ray E. Corpuz Jr. is the current Salinas City 

Manager.  Ray began his public service career 

in Tacoma, Washington in 1972 as a Technical 

Coordinator.  Later that year (1972) he was 

appointed Assistant Manpower Planning 

Director, and in 1974 he became the Tacoma 

Manpower Planning Director.  In 1978 Ray was 

promoted to the Tacoma Director of 

Intergovernmental Affairs, and he served in 

that post for about 10-years.  He left Tacoma in 

1988 to serve as the Director of Government 

Relations for the County of Pierce where 

Tacoma is located.  He returned to the City of 

Tacoma in 1990 to serve as City Manager.  He 

left the Tacoma City Manager's post 13-years 

later in 2003.  He moved to California in 2005 

and was appointed City Manager in Seaside.  

He served as the Seaside City Manager until 

2012 when he was selected for the Salinas City 

Manager position, which he took over from 

Interim City Manager Jim Pia.  Jim served in the 

post after City Manager Artie Fields left to take 

the City Administrator position in Inglewood.  

Ray earned a BA from St. Martins College. In 

2013 he received a rare 40-year ICMA Service 

Award. Ray served as the President of the 

Washington City and County Management 

Association 2000-2001. 

 

 

 

Former City Manager Bill Kelly, President                     

1440 North Harbor Boulevard, Suite 900                                       

Fullerton, California 91835                                            

http://ka-mg.com/ 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.cllaw.us/
http://ka-mg.com/
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Assistant City Manager Jim Pia, 50, served as 

the Interim City Manager in Salinas after City 

Manager Artie Fields left the City for the 

Inglewood City Manager post in 2011. Jim went 

to work for the City of Salinas in 1979 as a 

soccer referee.  Jim served as the Salinas Parks 

& Community Services Director for about 27-

years, starting in 1987.  He is an alumnus of 

Santa Clara University.   

Salinas City Clerk Patricia M. Barajas, 33, was 

born and raised in Salinas.  She was hired as an 

Assistant City Clerk in January, 2010.  When City 

Clerk Ann Camel retired, Patty was appointed 

Interim City Clerk. and then elevated to the 

City Clerk position in February, 2012.  Patty 

previously worked as a Drug and Alcohol 

Counselor and then as a Salinas Police 

Department Parking Enforcement Officer. She 

studied Political Science at California State 

University, Monterey Bay. 

http://www.gonsalvi.com 

 

 

 

 

www.joneshall.com 

 

 

 

 

National Steinbeck Center    

1 South Main Street       

Salinas, California 93901 

Telephone: 831-796-3833 

 

 

Matt N. Pressey is the City of Salinas Budget & 

Finance Director.  He has served in that post 

since April, 2011.  Matt began his career in 1989 

with a Public Accounting firm that specialized 

in local government auditing, accounting and 

consulting services. He worked with the firm for 

about 8 and a half years.  He then went to 

work for the City of Pasadena as an 

Accounting Administrator between January, 

1998 and July, 2002.   He then served as the 

Costa Mesa Assistant Finance Director from 

July, 2002 until June, 2003. Matt's next 

assignment was as the Director of 

Administrative Services for the City of Lake 

Elsinore between June, 2003 and December, 

2008.  Matt was then appointed to an 

Accounting Manager position with the Rancho 

California Water District, and then served as the 

Finance Manager for the San Diego County 

Association of Governments (SANDAG) 

between September, 2010 and March, 2011 

before joining the Salinas staff.  Matt is a 

licensed Certified Public Accountant.  He 

earned a BA from the University of California, 

Santa Barbara.  He has been an active 

member of the California Society of Municipal 

Finance Officer (CSMFO), and the National 

Government Finance Officers Association.  

Matt serves as the Treasurer on the Board of 

Trustees for the National Steinbeck Center in 

Salinas. Founded in 1983, the Steinbeck Center 

is a museum and memorial dedicated to 

author and Nobel Prize in Literature laureate 

John Steinbeck.   

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.joneshall.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Prize_in_Literature
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Throw-back picture: 

Trackdown Grandson                 

Tyler Simpson                    

at the age of 7-years        

in 2010 playing with the 

Frontier Youth Baseball 

League in Cerritos. 

 

 

City Managers with a                                      

Salinas Connection                  

Artie Fields, 52, is the currently City Manager in 

Inglewood.  He began his public management 

career in 1989 and then working for the cities of 

Beverly Hills, Manhattan Beach, Pasadena,  

and Pomona.  He worked for San Leandro for 5-

years prior to being appointed Assistant City 

Manager in West Covina where he served from 

November, 1998 to July, 2008.  While working as 

the ACM in West Covina, Artie, served as the 

Interim Finance Director, Interim Human 

Resources Director and the Interim Community 

Services Director, giving him a broad 

experience base.  In 2008 he was selected to 

serve as the City Manager in the City of Salinas, 

succeeding long-time City Manager Dave 

Mora, who held the position for 18-years.  In 

July, 2011 he began his position in Inglewood.  

Artie grew up in La Puente.  He is the 2002 

recipient of the John H. Nail Memorial Award, 

presented annually to a most outstanding 

"Assistant" by the City Managers Department of 

the League of California Cities. Artie earned a 

BA in psychology and an MPA from the 

University of Southern California (USC).  Artie is a 

member of the National Forum for Black Public 

Administrators and a Life Member of the San 

Gabriel Valley Chapter of the NAACP.  He 

served on the ICMA Workplace Diversity 

Committee from 1995 to 1998.  In 2012 he 

received a 25-year ICMA Service Award. 

 

15th Annual    

Knapp Golf Classic 

In Memory of former City Manager Gaylord 

Knapp and his son Scott Knapp 
Proceeds go toward fighting Huntington's Disease 

Monday, May 19, 2014 

Western Hills Golf and country Club 
1800 Carbon Canyon Road 

Chino Hills, California 91709 

 
Entry Fee:  $175 per golfer 

Dinner Only:  $35 

Send to :   Doug La Belle 

  1643 Beechwood 

  Costa Mesa, CA 92626 

Mauidoug@hotmail.com 

 

 

http://muniservices.com/ 

MuniServices, LLC, founded in 1978, helps cities preserve, 

enhance and manage their revenue base. 

 

 

 

 

 

www.englanderpr.com 

Harvey Englander is a graduate of UCLA, and is a 

member of the Board of the UCLA School of Public Policy. 

Matt Knabe is a graduate of Pepperdine University. Matt 

serves on the LAEDC Board of Governors, and as President 

of the Paramount Education Project, among other service 

assignments. 

 

"Help others get ahead. you will always stand taller with 

someone else on your shoulders." - Bob Moawad 

 

 

 

"Help others get ahead. you will always stand 

taller with someone else on your shoulders."                                  

- Bob Moawad 

 

Mauidoug@hotmail.com
http://muniservices.com/
http://www.englanderpr.com/
http://www.all-famous-quotes.com/Bob_Moawad_quotes.html
http://www.all-famous-quotes.com/Bob_Moawad_quotes.html
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David R. Mora began his public management 

career with the Peace Corps in the Philippines 

from 1967 to 1970.  After a short walk on the 

private sector side in 1972, in 1973 Dave went 

to work for the City of Santa Barbara as 

Community Relations Director.  In 1977 Dave 

was elevated in the organization to serve as 

Assistant to the City Administrator, and in 1979 

he was appointed Deputy City Administrator.  

David left Santa Barbara in 1981 when he was 

selected to serve as the Town Manager in Los 

Gatos.  David's next new assignment came in 

1985 when he was appointed to the Oxnard 

City Managers post.  After about 5-years in 

Oxnard, David was selected to work as the 

Salinas City Manager in 1990.  Dave served in 

Salinas for about 18-years and retired from that 

position in 2008.  Following his retirement, Dave 

worked as the ICMA Western Regional Director 

from 2009 to 2011. David earned a BA from 

California State University and an MPIA from the 

University of Pittsburgh.  In 2004 he received a 

30-year ICMA Service Award. Dave has been 

an active member of the California city 

management community.  He served as the 

President of the City Managers Department of 

the League of California Cities in 1991-1992. He 

served as the President of the ICMA Executive 

Board in 2001-2002. He served as the Chair of 

the ICMA-Retirement Corporation Board in 

2010-2013, and he continues to serve as an 

ICMA Senior Advisor since 2011.  Dave also 

currently serves as an ICMA Range Rider 

beginning in 2011.  He was an ICMA Exchange 

Program Participant in the Japan Fellowship 

Exchange.  He has served on and Chaired a 

number of other ICMA committees and boards. 

David also served as the President of the 

International Hispanic Network in 1990-1992. He 

continues to serve on the ICMARC Board. Dave 

is a runner and a road bicycle ride 

 

 

 

http://www.tripepismith.com/ 

Ryder Smith and Tripepi Smith & Associates field a 

professional team that brings a strong background 

in pursuit of new and innovative approaches and 

skills in marketing, technology and public affairs. 

 

Commerce City Administrator Jorge J. Rifa 

returned to Southern California at the age of 58 

in 2008 when he was selected for his current 

position.  Jorge worked in Monterey County for 

more than two decades, moving there in 1984 

when he took the Soledad City Manager 

position.  In 1991 he was appointed Assistant 

City Manager in Salinas and he was promoted 

to Deputy City Manager in 2002.  Jorge began 

his public management career in 1991 in the 

City of Compton.  He left his Compton RDA 

Deputy Director post in 1983 when he was 

appointed Associate Executive Director to the 

El Monte Redevelopment Agency.  Jorge 

earned a BA from California State University, 

Long Beach.  He is an avid San Francisco 

Giants baseball fan even though he grew up in 

Los Angeles Dodgers territory in Southern 

California.  In 2013 Jorge received a 35-year 

ICMA Service Award.  He served on the ICMA 

Committee on Regionalism in 1991-1992.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rwglaw.com/ 
 

 

http://www.tripepismith.com/
http://www.rwglaw.com/
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Thomas G. Dunne retired as the City Manager 

in Walnut Creek in 1988. Tom began his public 

management career in Salinas in 1950 as an 

Administrative Assistant to the City Manager. 

He also served as the Salinas Planning Director 

between 1950 and 1952, and then became the 

Salinas Public Service Director in 1952 and 

served in that post until 1957.  In 1957 Tom was 

selected to serve as the City Manager in 

Salinas, and he served in that position for some 

15-years. He was appointed to the Walnut 

Creek City Manager position in 1972, serving 

there for the next 16-years.  He was a 1988 

recipient of an ICMA Distinguished Service 

Award, and in 1987 he received a 30-year 

ICMA Service Award.  Tom served as the 

President of the ICMA Executive Board in 1980-

1981. He served as the President of the City 

Managers Department of the League of 

California Cities in 1971-1972, while he was the 

City Manager in Salinas. 

 

 

In June 2013, Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P. joined forces with 

Norton Rose as Norton Rose Fulbright.  

http://www.nortonrosefulbright.com 

 

 

 

http://www.parsinfo.org/ 

Mitch Barker, PARS, Executive Vice President  

mbarker@pars.org 

 

Kevin O'Rourke, Senior Consultant;  

Kevin is a Past President of the City Managers 

Department of the League of California Cities;     

and a former ICMA Regional Vice President. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.willdan.com/financial/ 

Mark Risco, President & CEO                                                     

Chris Fisher, Financial Consulting Vice President                                              

Willdan Financial Services  

27368 Via Industria, Suite 110 

Temecula, California 92590 

951.587.3500 | 800.755.6864 

Fax 951.587.3510 | 888.326.6864 

ICMA Life Member Robert M. Christofferson 

began his illustrious public management career 

in 1955 as an Administrative Intern in the City of 

Beverly Hills. Bob move to the Glendale city 

staff in 1956 when he was hired to serve as the 

Assistant to the City Manager. He held that post 

for about 9-years. In 1965 Bob was appointed 

City Manager in San Dimas and he served 

there for about 3-years before he was selected 

to serve as the City Manager in Covina in 1968.  

In 1972 Bob was hired to serve as the Salinas 

City Manager and he served in that position for 

about 11-years. In 1983 he was appointed City 

Manager in Fresno, and he served there until 

1986.  In 1987 Bob was selected to serve as the 

Redding City Manager and he left that post in 

1994.  That year (1994) Bob established the 

Western Executive Search firm and he served 

as President until 2008.  In 2008 Bob was 

appointed Interim City Manager in Willits.  He 

previously had other interim assignments, 

including as Interim City Manager in  Fort Bragg 

in 1999, Colfax in 2000, Mount Shasta in 2002, 

Cotati in 2003, and Fort Bragg again in 2004.   

Bob earned a BA from the University of 

California and an MS from the University of 

Southern California.  In 1991 Bob received a 35-

year ICMA Service Award.  He served as an 

ICMA Regional Vice President from 1989 to 

1991.  Bob served as the President of the City 

Managers Department of the League of 

California Cities in 1980-1981, while he was the 

Salinas City Manager.  

 

 

http://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/us/about-us/
http://www.parsinfo.org/
../../NEWSLETTERS-------------/2014%20Newsletters/mbarker@pars.org
http://www.willdan.com/financial/
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www.brandywinedev.com 

 
In 1994, former City Manager Jim Barisic founded 

Brandywine with a business plan to help revitalize 

established neighborhoods and to convert existing 

underutilized space into needed housing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newcomb Williams Financial Group (NWFG) is a 

woman-owned investment banking firm providing 

underwriting and financial advisory services to 

public agencies, including school districts, and   

non-profit corporations.  

 

http://www.nwfg.com/ 

 

City Managers with a                                      

Salinas Connection                  

Salinas Community and Economic 

Development Director Jeffrey H. Weir was 

appointed Economic Development Director  in 

September, 2007 under then-City Manager 

Dave Mora, and in June, 2011 his position was 

changed to Community & Economic 

Development Director.  He served as the 

Economic Development Director in Kingman, 

Arizona from February, 2006 until June, 2007.  

He was the Economic Development 

Administrator in the Town of Oro Valley, Arizona 

from March, 1999 to January, 2006.  Jeff has 

been married for more than 47-years to his wife 

Shirley. They have two adult children, Jeff II and 

Stephanie; and three grandchildren Connor, 

Griffin and Emily.  Jeff earned a BBA from 

Eastern Michigan University, and an MBA from 

Notre Dame University.  He is also a Certified 

Economic Developer (CEcD).   

 

 

Grazing goats in Turlock 

 

 

 

 

www.keenan.com 

 

Steve Gedestand, a Keenan & Associates Vice 

President, is a member of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF) Board of Trustees.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hrgreen.com/index.aspx          

 

 

  

http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/ 

Through many years of experience, Bob Murray and his 

associates have created an ideal recruitment process by 

combining an ability to help determine the direction of a 

recruitment and the types of candidates needed. 

 

 

http://www.brandywinedev.com/
http://www.nwfg.com/
http://www.keenan.com/
http://www.hrgreen.com/index.aspx
http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/
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Come to the Knapp Golf Classic 

on Monday, May 19, 2014! 

City Managers with a                                      

Salinas Connection                  

Retired City Manager Paul S. Ogden began his 

public service career in 1963 as a Right of Way 

Agent for the California Highway Department.  

In 1966 he joined the City of Oakland staff as a 

Real Estate Officer, and in 1973 he took a 

Property Manager position with Salinas.  Paul 

was promoted to the Senior Management 

Assistant post in Salinas in 1976.  In 1982 he was 

appointed City Manager in Hollister, where he 

served until 1987.  In 1988 Paul returned to 

Salinas as the Assistant Development Director.  

He was selected to serve as the Auburn City 

Manager in 1996 and worked there until his 

retirement in 2003.  Paul earned a BA from San 

Jose State University and an MPA from 

Hayward State University.  In 1999 he was the 

recipient of a 35-year ICMA Service Award. 

Following his retirement in 2003, Paul, at the 

age of 63, was awarded a special Friend of 

Auburn Award by the Auburn Chamber of 

Commerce at their Annual State of the 

Community Dinner Awards Program.  Since 

retiring, Paul has served as President of the 

Organization overseeing the rebirth of the 

Downtown Auburn State Theatre.   

 

 

 

http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/ 

Urban Futures, Inc. (UFI) is a full service municipal consulting 

firm serving cities, counties, school districts, housing entities 

and special districts in the State of California since 1972. Urban 

Futures, Inc. has a broad base of expertise with highly skilled 

and experienced professionals. Its consulting practice includes 

strategic planning, financial analysis, management consulting, 

housing consulting and special study services with offices in the 

cities of Orange and Walnut Creek. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Kosmont Companies is a nationally recognized real 

estate, financial advisory and economic 

development services firm. President and CEO Larry 

J. Kosmont founded the firm in 1986. Larry is a former 

City Manager. He was the 1980 John H. Nail 

Memorial Award recipient, awarded annual to the 

outstanding assistant by the City Managers 

Department of the League of California Cities. 

 

 

 

 

 

www.ICFAuthority.org 

ICFA can provide homebuyers in member cities with 

down payment and/or closing cost assistance with 

ICFA’s Advantage Down Payment Assistance Program.  

 

 

 

http://www.stifel.com/ 

Stephen Heaney, Managing Director, Public 

Finance, Stifel at Stifel Financial Corp. is a longtime 

former member of the CCMF Board. He previously 

worked for Stone & Youngberg, EF Hutton, and 

Crocker National Bank.  He earned degrees from 

Texas Tech University and Syracuse University. 

"I have a very strong feeling that the opposite of 

love is not hate - it's apathy. It's not giving a damn."   

- Leo Buscalglia 

 

 

 

"I have a very strong feeling that the opposite of 

love is not hate - it's apathy. It's not giving a damn."   

- Leo Buscalglia 

 

http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.icfauthority.org/
http://www.stifel.com/
http://www.all-famous-quotes.com/Leo_Buscalglia_quotes.html
http://www.all-famous-quotes.com/Leo_Buscalglia_quotes.html
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City Managers with a                                      

Salinas Connection                  

Christopher A. Callihan, 40, worked in the 

Salinas City Attorney's Office starting in 

September, 2003. He was first hired as a Deputy 

City Attorney, advanced to Senior Deputy City 

Attorney in 2007 and was promoted to Assistant 

City Attorney in September, 2010. He was 

retained to serve as the Salinas City Attorney in 

January, 2014. Chris previously served as City 

Attorney in the City of Del Rey Oaks, 

concurrently to his service on the Salinas City 

Attorney staff. Chris earned a BA from the 

University of California, Davis and a JD degree 

from Santa Clara University School of Law. He 

was admitted to the State Bar of California in 

1999. 

A number of other individuals came 

to our attention during our Salinas 

research, including: former City Clerk 

Ann Camel, who served as the 

Salinas City Clerk for 37-years before she retired 

in 2013. Ann earned a JD from Monterey 

College of Law.  She is currently a realtor in 

Salinas. Then there are: Bryan Cupak, a 

Sergeant with the Salinas Police Department, 

who was honored as the 2003 Monterey 

County Police Officer Association Office of the 

Year; Salinas Fire Captain Papul Fenwick; Terry 

Heffington, a Salinas Police Commander; 

Firefighter Zachary Linnane, who studied at 

Monterey Peninsula College; Police 

Commander Juan Ruiz;  Elizabeth M. Soto; and 

Skylar Thornton, who graduated from California 

State University, Sacramento, who has been 

with the Salinas Fire Department 12-years.  
 

 

 

Others noted include: former City Attorney 

Vanessa Vallarta, who was  appointed in 

January, 2014 by Governor Jerry Brown to be a 

Judge in the Monterey County Superior Court; 

Assistant City Attorney Vera Todorov; Director of 

the Public Library Elizabeth Martinez; and City 

Engineer Robert Russell.  

 

Of course, there are many, many other 

hardworking Salinas public servants that we 

have missed. We apologize to all those we 

neglected to acknowledge.  Salinas proves to 

be a wealth of outstanding public employees.  

A sincere Trackdown "Tip O' the Cap" to the 

Salinas community and all those who have 

worked hard for the City.  We hope you have 

enjoyed this May, 2014 list. 

 
 

 

 

                                  

 

League of California Cities Opposes the 

Efforts of Assembly Member Jimmy Gomez 

to Ban "Contracting Out"  

Though the League of California Cities opposed HR 

Resolution 29, authored by  Los Angeles Assembly 

Member Jimmy Gomez of the 51st District, who was 

elected to the Assembly in November, 2012, it has 

won approval of the California State Assembly. HR 

Resolution 29 denouncing the practice of 

outsourcing government services, a public 

employee union objective. This outsourcing ban 

may apply to refuse disposal, traffic signal 

maintenance, professional services like engineering 

and legal representation, and may threaten the 

ability of many communities to survive as viable 

incorporated cities. Assembly Member Gomez has 

previously worked for the American Federation of 

State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME), 

the National League of Cities, and the Democratic 

National Committee. The League points out that the 

Resolution undermines the democratic process and 

representative government, because legislators lose 

the opportunity to make an informed decision 

about the impacts of specific legislation. Local 

governments have a long history of addressing 

service delivery challenges with creativity, self-

reliance and innovation.  Local elected officials are 

held accountable for these carefully thought out 

financial decisions. A contracting out ban 

endangers the ability of local elected officials to 

apply the principles of "home rule" & "local control. 

 

 

 

 

 

California Contract Cities Association            

55th Annual Municipal Seminar 

May 15 - May 18, 2014 

Renaissance Esmeralda, 

Indian Wells, California 92210 

www.contractcities.org                                                        

For information call telephone no. 562-622-5533 
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www.keenan.com 

Keenan offers innovative solutions to provide high 

quality, cost-effective insurance, employee benefits, 

and financial services. Keenan's expertise in risk 

management, claims services, and technology 

consistently exceeds client expectations. 

Innovative Solutions. 

When it comes to meaningful answers to property & 

casualty, as well as, employee benefits challenges, 

Keenan is the specialist. Keenan experts have 

consistently delivered innovative solutions designed 

specifically for California public agencies, 

educational institutions, and healthcare 

organizations. 

Regency Claims Service is a Division of Keenan & 

Associates that provides expert claims investigations 

for Cities and Community Colleges, School Districts, 

Hospitals, and other public agencies. Regency 

provides investigations for Workers’ Compensation & 

General Liability Claims. Regency also conducts 

Background Checks, including criminal, civil, DMV, 

Asset Checks, Bankruptcies, and Small Claims Filings.  

In addition Regency will review: police reports, 

death certificates/coroners reports, professional 

licenses, fictitious business names, business license 

checks, and assists with out-of-state investigations 

and has a special arson neighborhood canvass 

service. Contact Valentina Tripepi-Shoop, PI 14383, 

at vshoop@keenan.com  or call her at 951-715-0190, 

extension 1165. 

Enduring Principles. 

Because of Keenan's specialized expertise in claims 

services and technology, supported with more than 

35 years of experience serving California, it can help 

cities and other public agencies offer higher quality, 

efficiency and cost effectiveness in insurance and 

benefit programs.  

 

 

Keenan's Executive Team includes respected 

industry leaders whose wealth of experience and 

innovative business practices have brought 

continuous progress. Some of them are: 

 

John Keenan, CLU, CPCU is founder and Chairman 

of Keenan & Associates.  He founded the company 

in 1972, with four employees in one office, and has 

subsequently directed its growth to a firm of over 

600 employees with 10 offices.  

Sean Smith, is the President and Chief Executive 

Officer, succeeding company founder and 

Chairman John Keenan in 2000. Prior to joining 

Keenan & Associates in 1989, Sean served as a 

major accounts manager for Anthem Blue Cross. 

Henry R. Loubet is the Chief Strategy Officer. Joined 

Keenan in 2003. In 1997 he was named one of the 

State's Top 100 Healthcare Executives. He had 

extensive managed healthcare experience with 

United Healthcare where he served as CEO of their 

Western Region. 

John Stephens oversees the Property & Casualty 

distribution for Keenan’s Public Agency Division 

which consists of 800+ public agencies, educational 

entities and joint powers authorities. He has been in 

the insurance and risk management industry for 16 

years. John has been with Keenan for the past 10 ½ 

years. 

 

Keenan provides insurance, consulting and financial 

services to more than 900 California public 

agencies. Keenan & Associates' Public Agencies 

division focuses exclusively on providing innovative 

solutions.  

Corporate Headquarters:                                                    

2355 Crenshaw Boulevard, Suite 200                                 

Torrance, California  90501 

Keenan’s Mailing Address:                                                    

Post Office Box No. 4328                                                        

Torrance, California  90510 

Telephone No.  800-654-8102                                                 

               310-212-3344 

Email: info@keenan.com 

Innovative Solutions. Enduring Principles 

 

 

 

http://www.keenan.com/
mailto:vshoop@keenan.com
info@keenan.com
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Picking Up the Pieces: At its meeting next 

week, Lodi City Council Members will 

consider appointing Interim City Manager 

Steve Schwabauer to be the Lodi City 

Manager. Steve has served as the Interim City 

Manager since former City Manager Rad Bartlam 

left to take the Chino Hills City Manager position. 

Steve has worked with Lodi since 2000, first as a 

Deputy City Attorney and then in 2007 he was 

appointed City Attorney.  The Council will also 

consider appointing Janice Magdich City Attorney.  

She has served in an interim capacity since Steve 

took the interim City Manager post. Kenneth H. 

Smith served as the Richmond City Manager starting 

in August, 1967 and is still list there in the 1977-1978 

ICMA Director of Members. Prior to joining the 

Richmond staff, Ken worked as an Assistant to the 

City Manager in Monterey from 1949 to December, 

1950; and then City Manager of El Cerrito from 1950 

to June, 1967. Ken served as the President of the 

City Managers Department of the League of 

California Cities in 1970-1971. He earned an AB from 

Stanford University and an MA from the University of 

California. Pasadena City Manager Michael Beck 

placed Public Health Director Dr. Eric Walsh on paid 

administrative leave for expressing discriminatory 

views on homosexuals, Muslims and others. 

Pasadena is one of three California cities that 

maintains its own health department. Pasadena will 

continue its investigation while Dr. Walsh is on leave. 

Whittier and San Pablo are the only California cities 

among the 25-finalist in the 2014 All-America City 

Award competition.  The award is presented by the 

National Civic League at its annual conference; this 

year in Denver, Colorado, June 13-15.  Jeff Collier is 

the Whittier City Manager and the San Pablo City 

Manager is Matt Rodriquez. Dublin Interim City 

Manager Chris Foss is dropping the "Interim" from the 

title he has had since the retirement of City 

Manager Joni Pattillo, and Dublin Economic 

Development Director Linda Smith has been 

appointed to the Dublin Assistant City Manager 

position.  Linda has been with the Dublin staff since 

2009.  Alameda Community Development Director 

Lori Taylor will join the Dublin staff as the Economic 

Development Director.  Lori also previously worked 

as the Fremont Economic Development Director. 

Newcomb Williams Financial Group Senior Vice 

President Janees Williams earned a BA in Business 

Administration from California State University, San 

Bernardino. She served as a Vice President with 

Kinsell, Newcomb & De Dios, Inc. for better than 11-

years between 2000 and January, 2012. Former 

Grand Terrace City Manager Betsy Adams is the 

new Moreno Valley Parks and Community Services 

Director.   

 

She served in the position on an interim basis since 

May 10.  She left her Grand Terrace post in January.  

Previous to serving in Grand Terrace she worked for 

Moreno Valley for about 20-years in various 

capacities, including Assistant City Manager. Selma 

City Manager D-B Heusser, 71, has announced his 

retirement effective July 1. D-B has served as the 

Selma City Manager for about 14-years. Prior to 

taking the City Manager post in 2000, he had served 

as the Selma Economic Development Director. 

Former MuniFinancial and Willdan Financial Services 

official Lee Evett is currently the Public Works 

Director of Okeechobee County, Florida. Valerie 

Kushnerov, Goleta Public Information Officer, has 

been selected to receive the inaugural 

"Communicator of the Year" Award presented by 

the California Association of Public Information 

Officials (CAPIO). The award is presented to the 

individual who demonstrates exceptional abilities, 

skills and talents in leading their organization to 

greater and more successful communications and 

public engagement.  Dan Singer is the Goleta City 

Manager. 

 

 

 

 

Registration Now Open! 

2014 MMASC Annual Conference  

November 12 - 14, 2014 

Rancho Bernardo Inn - San Diego 

17550 Bernardo Oaks Drive 

San Diego, California 92128 

Contact Information 

Conference Co-Chairs: annualconf@mmasc.org 

Jorge Garcia, Vice President, City of Santa Ana 

Alma Janabajab, Membership Chair, County of 

Santa Barbara 
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: Former 

Morgan Hill Utilities Business 

Manager Jimmy E. Forbis is the new 

Finance Director in Monterey 

appointed by new City Manager 

Mike McCarthy. Jimmy will replace former Finance 

Director Don Rhoads, who left in March to take the 

Beverly Hills Finance Director post. Jimmy has been 

with Morgan Hill since 2007, and before that he 

worked for San Mateo County and Los Altos Hills. He 

is a U. S. Navy veteran. Cristina Shore, the newest 

member of the California Contract Cities 

Association (CCCA) staff through Olivito & 

Associates is a graduate of Downey's Warren High 

School.  Prior to joining the CCCA staff Cristina 

worked for an escrow company in Orange County. 

Oakland International Airport Director of Aviation 

Deborah Ale Flint was among the three finalist for 

the Atlanta Airport General Manager position. San 

Diego Assembly Member Toni Atkins has been 

elected to replace Speaker John Perez of Los 

Angeles as the Speaker of the Assembly. Bernadette 

Lovato, the District Manager for the Bureau of Land 

Management's Carson City District Office, has be 

selected to serve as the new Superintendent for the 

Manzanar National Historic Site in California starting 

in June. She will replace former Superintendent Les 

Inafuku, who retired. Manzanar National Historic Site 

was established in 1992 to preserve the stories of the 

internment of nearly 120,000 Japanese Americans 

during World War II. In 1977 during the time the late-

John D. Goss served as City Manager in the City of 

Alameda, Ronald D. Creagh served as Assistant City 

Manager. In 1982 Ron was appointed City Manager 

in El Cerrito, and in 1988 he was appointed to the La 

Mesa City Manager post.  In 1991 Ron served as the 

Interim City Manager in Carpinteria, and he served 

as the Assistant City Manager in Palmdale between 

1993 and 1997. Ron filed for his CalPERS retirement in 

2000. Ron earned an MS from California State 

University, Long Beach. His last known address was in 

Las Vegas, Nevada. City Managers noted in 

attendance at the April, 2014 meeting of the 

California Contract Cities Association (CCCA) in 

Diamond Bar, include: Bob Wishner, Walnut; Jim 

DeStefano, Diamond Bar; Mike Egan, Norwalk; and 

Mark Alexander, La Cañada Flintridge.  We were 

awaiting a picture of the birthday celebration for La 

Cañada Flintridge Senior Management Analyst II, 

Ann Wilson, for our last issue, but it has been 

delayed in coming. Ann celebrated her birthday on 

April 17. Belated Trackdown "Happy Birthday Wishes" 

to Ann. 

 

Come to the Knapp Golf Classic! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cacities.org/Education-Events/Annual-

Conference-Expo 

Arcata City Managers 

The City Council established Arcata as having a 

Council/Manager form of government in 1958,                     

and hired its first City Manager that year. 

James L. Kay--April 17, 1958, to February 1, 1962 

Phillip Brown--April 16, 1962, to July 31, 1965 

George Wood--August 1965 to April 3, 1974 

Roger Storey--April 15, 1974, to July 1, 1981 

Rory Robinson--December 1, 1981, to February 17, 1988 

Alice Harris--March 2, 1988, to September 30, 1997 

Keith Breskin--October 1, 1997, to June 30, 2000 

Daniel E. Hauser--October 1, 2000, to April 30, 2006 

Michael Hackett--May 15, 2006, to May 25, 2009 

Randal J. Mendosa--May 25, 2009, to Present 

 

Come to the Renaissance 

Esmeralda in Indian Wells 

and attend the 55th Annual 

Municipal Seminar of the 

California Contract Cities 

Association! 

California Contract Cities Association            

55th Annual Municipal Seminar 

May 15 - May 18, 2014 

Renaissance Esmeralda, 

Indian Wells, California 92210 

www.contractcities.org                                                        

For information call telephone no. 562-622-5533 
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