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Women Serving in Cities from
Waterford to West Hollywood

This January 2021 issue of the City Manager
Newsletter by Trackdown acknowledges some
of the women who work in California cities
alphabetically listed between Waterford and
the City of West Hollywood. This is the 48th issue
dedicated to women executives in California
cities.
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Women Serving in Cities from
Waterford to West Hollywood

Gateway to Recreation: Waterford
was originally  established  as
“Bakersville” in 1857. The city
=~ incorporated as Waterford in
November 1969. Apparently, mail was being
mistaken for delivery between Bakersville and
Bakersfield. The Waterford community
developed along both sides of the Tuolumne
River. The 2019 estimated population is 8,962.
The City Manager is Michael Pitcock, a former
Development Services Director with the City of
Turlock. Patricia Krause is the Waterford City
Clerk.

Waterford Finance Manager Tina Envia worked
in the private sector starting in 1990 and then
spent four years plus as a Senior Accountant for
the City of Turlock (1997-2002). She returned to a
private company for nearly 3-years, before
becoming a Professor at California State
University, Stanislaus for the next 15-years, and
she continues to teach there. In August 2011 Tina
was appointed Finance Manager in the City of
Waterford. Tina earned a BBA and an MBA from
California State University, Stanislaus. Tina is a
Certified Public Accountant.

Marissa Martinez is the Waterford Deputy City
Clerk.

Cadlifornia
JPIA

https://cjpia.org/

Jonathan Shull, Chief
Executive Officer

CALIFORNIA

8081 Moody Street
La Palma, California
90623
Telephone No.

800-229-2343
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Providing innovative risk management solutions for
public agencies for more than 40-years, the
California Joint Powers Insurance Authority
(California JPIA) is one of the largest municipal self-
insurance pools in the state, with more than 100
member cities and other governmental agencies.

Members actively participate in shaping the
organization to provide important coverage for their
operations.

The California JPIA provides innovative risk
management solufions through a comprehensive
portfolio of programs and services, including liability,
workers' compensation, pollution, property,
earthquake coverage, and extensive risk
management training and loss control.

MUNICIPAL MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

illliMMASC

https://www.mmasc.org/

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest associations of its
kind in the nation, dedicated to the professional
development of Southern California management
leaders.

President lzzy Murguia, Poway
Vice President Kristen Nelson, Indian Wells
Secretary Tanya Spiegel,

CALIFORNIA CONTRACT CITIES
j/ ASSOCIATION

Marcel Rodarte,
Executive Director

Mayra Bonilla, Operations Manager
Michael Vuong, Government Affairs Manager
Alejandra Hernandez, Administrative Specidalist.

Cadlifornia Conftract Cities Association
17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210
Cerritos, California 90703
Telephone No. 562-622-5533
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SynchroniCIT

ASSOCIALES

https://synchronicityassociates.com/

SynchroniCITY Associates: Founded upon a simple
premise: most government related proposals are
either destined to succeed or fail at the moment

they are made pubilic.

Governance from smart strategy to effective
implementation.

Founded by John Russo;
the only person in California who has
been a City Council Member, a City
Attorney, and a City Manager.
John@synchroniCITYassociates.com

Telephone: 949-435-9737

7898 Whitegate Avenue
Riverside, California 92506

COLANTUONO
HIGHSMITH

WHATLEY,PC

www.chwlaw.us

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to
counsel that is helpful, understandable, and fairly
priced.

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley in
the Sierra Foothills,

CH&W represents both public and private clients
throughout California in municipal law.

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and
currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley.

The firm was recognized as one of California’s Top
Ranked Law Firms by Martindale-Hubbell in 2014.

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700.

Women Serving in Cities from
Waterford to West Hollywood

Watsonville is a city in Santa Cruz
County. The city is located on
California’s central coast and the
local economy centers predominantly around
agriculture and food processing. Watsonville
incorporated in March 1868. The City Manager
is Matt Huffaker and the Beatriz Vazquez Flores
in the City Clerk.

Nathalie Manning is the Deputy
City Manager in the City of
Watsonville. She began her
public service career in July 1995
as a Budget Analyst for King
County. Nathalie joined the staff
in the City of Watsonville in
January 2002 as a Senior Administrative Analyst.
She was promoted to Human Resources
Manager in January 2006 and became Deputy
City Manager in July 2015. Nathalie earned a BA
in urban studies and planning from the University
of California, San Diego, and an MPA from the
Evans School of Public Policy and Governance
at the University of Washington.
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http://www.icacities.org/

ICA is committed to assisting member cities with
economic development issues, and support
legislation that provides cities with addition tools for
business development, business retention, and job
creation. Safe and secure communities are at the
core values of ICA.

Sam Olivito, Interim Executive Director
Telephone: 310-486-7555
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Women Serving in Cities from
Waterford to West Hollywood

Suzi Merriam is the Watsonville
Community Development
Director. She began her public
service career as a Preservation
Planning Intern in June 1998 with
‘ the City and County of San
- ~' Francisco. In November 2000
Suzi joined the city staff in Santa Cruz as a
Preservation Planner. In November 2001 she
went to work for the City of Watsonville as an
Associate Planner (2001-2010) and began her
rise in the organization: Senior Planner (2008-
2015); Acting Principal Planner (2015-2016);
Assistant  Community Development Director
(January  2016-September  2016);  Acting
Community Development Director (2016-2017);
and Community Development Director (August
2017 -present). Suzi earned a BA in intferior
Design from San Diego State University, a MS in
historic preservation from the University of
Pennsylvania, and an MBA from California State
University, Monterey Bay.

Alicia Martinez, Library Director, joined the
Watsonville staff as a Circulation Manager in
November 1986 and served in that capacity
until December 2015 when she became a Senior
Librarian. In January 2017 Alicia was promoted
to Principal Librarian and then Library Director
starting in June 2020 as “Interim.” She began
serving as an Extra Help Librarian of the Santa
Clara County Library District in May 2016 and
continues in this service. Alicia also serves as an
Adjunct Reference Librarian at Hartnell College
starting in June 2016. Alicia earned an AA in
sociology from Cabrillo College, a BA in social
sciences with a concentration in sociology from
California State University, Monterey Bay, and a
Master’ degree in library and information
science from San Jose State University.

Our Team.
Your Communications.

TRIPEPI SMITH

marketing * technology « public affairs

(626) 536-2173 TripepiSmith.com

Ryder Smith
of Tripepi Smith
Addresses a city group

www.TripepiSmith.com

; Special group sessions for
teams, police and fire

. departments or other

! groups can be arranged.

M Call: 714-335-4436
| 10579 Bloomfield Avenue
| Los Alamitos, CA 90720

www.rawperformancesc.com
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Trackdown Posse Roster
Executive Level Posse Roster:

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco
Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager
Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont
Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager

Denise Ovrom, Former City Manager &

Principal, HAL Companies

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager
Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster

Ernesto Marquez, Former City Manager

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager
Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA
David Jinkens, Retired City Manager

Joe Goeden, Retired W. Sacramento City Manager
Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son
Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager

Posse Roster:

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager

Howard Chambers, Refired Lakewood City Manager
Dave Carmany, West Covina, City Manager

Ken Bayless, Ret. GM LA Vector Control & Ret. LASD Chief
Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia

Sam Olivito, Interim Executive Director, ICA

Dr. Bill Mathis, Mathis Group

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President

Gary Milliman, City Manager, Brookings, Oregon

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager; Past Pres. CM/LCC
Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager

Ray Hairris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM
John F. Shirey, Retired Sacramento City Manager
Cynthia Kuriz, Retired City Manager; Past Pres. CM/LCC
Lee C. McDougal, Retired Montclair City Manager

Ray Silver, Retired City Manager, Past Pres. CM/LCC
Mark Scott, Indio City Manager

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager

Jeff Mathieu, Retired Big Bear Lake, City Manager

Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager

Ron Stock, Retired City Manager, Weed

Paul Philips, City Manager, Bell

Ray Tayler, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village

PUBLIC
AGENCY
RETIREMENT
SERVICES

TRUSTED SOLUTIONS. LASTING RESULTS.

http://www.pars.org/

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided retirement
plan and trust solutions designed exclusively for public
agencies. With programs like the Pension Rate
Stabilization Program (PRSP) and the PARS OPEB Trust,
PARS has helped over 400 clients address unfunded
obligations and lower liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the
PRSP, a first-of-its-kind program designed to provide local
control over assets and potential for greater return than
the general fund. With innovative retirement solutions
tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS is a
leading provider of retirement programs for public
agencies, and the largest private provider of multiple-
employer Section 115 trusts in California.

Since 1984 the PARS team has provided retirement
services designed specifically for each public
agency's unique needs aiming fo provide superior
employee benefits while improving management
effectiveness, reducing costs, and simplifying
administration.

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide
agencies guiding through the process to achieve
bottom-line results; and redefine goals and
objectives.

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President
(800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org
Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Municipal Consultant
(707) 249-5356,

“I hated every minute of training, but |
said, ‘Don't quit. Suffer now and live the
rest of your life a champion.’”

--Muhammad Ali

City Manager Newsletter by
Trackdown Management

Jack A. and Susan Simpson

Email: jack@trackdownmanagement.net
Cell Phone No. 562-896-5424
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FINANCE AUTHORITY

https://www.icfauthority.org/

Debbie Smith, Executive Director
The Independent Cities Finance
Authority is an unaffiliated Joint
Powers Authority (JPA) with the goal
of helping communities fund critical
projects.

Independent Cities Finance Authority
Post Office Box No. 6740
Lancaster, California 93539-6740
Telephone No. 877-906-0941
info@ICFAuthority.org

Sylvia Ballin of the City of San Fernando is the
current President of the ICFA Board of Directors.
Jose Solache is the ICFA Treasurer, and Marilyn

Sanabria, Leticia Lopez, Emma Sharif, Ricardo

Pacheco, and Jorge Morales complete the Board.

FINANCIAL GROUP

Securities offered through Stinson Securities, LLC

http://www.nwfg.com/

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment
banking firm providing underwriting and financial
advisory services to public agencies, and
implementation of special tax methodologies.

Beth Fawcett and the firm'’s
President Pam Newcomb
Telephone No. 760-860-0222
6842 Embarcadero Lane
Carlsbad, California 92011
Cadll the firm’s professionals at: 760-860-0222

Women Serving in Cities from
Waterford to West Hollywood

Among other women also serving the City of
Watsonville are Cindy Czerwin, the Finance
Director; Watonka Addison, Principal Librarian;
and Nancy Porto, the Community Outreach
Coodrdinator for the Watsonville Department of
Public Works and Utilities.

“Weed like to welcome you” is the City of
Weed's community motto. Weed is in Siskiyou
County. There are several unincorporated
communities near Weed, including Edgewood,
Carrick and Lake Shastina. These communities
generally have Weed mailing addresses. The
city is named for a pioneer and founder of a
local lumber mill, Abner Weed. Though the
community has been active since before 1897,
and had the world’s largest sawmill in the 1940s,
the city did not incorporate unftil January 1961.
The 2019 estimated population of Weed is 2,725.
The Weed Mayor is Susan Tavalero and Kim
Greene is a City Council Member. Replacing
retired veteran City Manager Ron Stock is Weed
City Manager Tim Rundel. Tim previously served
as the City Manager in Durant, Oklahoma.
Sandra Duchi is the City Clerk, and Emily Coulter
is the Finance Director.

M

mimanc

MUNICIPAL MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
Growing Local Government Leaders Since 1950

www.mmanc.org

Monica Davis, President, Community Services
Manager, City of Hayward

Jessica Deakyne, Immediate Past President,
Assistant City Manager, City of Novato
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Women Serving in Cities from
Waterford to West Hollywood

West Covina is a city in the eastern San Gabriel
Valley in Los Angeles County. The city
incorporated in February 1923 to prevent the
City of Covina from building a sewage
treatment plant in the area. The 1930 population
was 769 when the city was filed with walnut
groves and orange groves. After World War |l
new homes in housing developments increased
the population. The 2019 estimated population
is 105,101. David Carmany is the City Manager,
Mark Persico is the Assistant City Manager, and
Mary Lou Walczak is the elected City Clerk. Lisa
Sherrick is the Assistant City Clerk.

Lisa Sherrick worked in the City of San
Bernardino as a Senior Management Analyst for
a little more than 14-years starting in December
2006. Lisa was appointed Assistant City Clerk in
West Covina starting in January 2020. She
earned an MPA from the Keller Graduate School
of Management at DeVry University.

WILLDAN

Financial Services

www.willdan.com

Founded in 1964
Tom Brisbin is the Willdan Chief Executive Officer

Willdan Financial Services (WFS) can enhance city
efficiency, effectiveness, and credibility by helping
fo generate revenue and optimize its administration.

WEFS President & CEO Mark Risco is a
member of the California City
Management Foundation (CCMF)
Board of Trustees.

Call Willdan Financial at
telephone No. 800-755-6864

AV ENWU

INSIGHTS & ANALYTICS

https://www.avenuinsights.com/

There's never a good time for operational
downtime, or a good fime to fall short on revenue.
For governments to serve their communities, they
need solutions they can depend on, run by partners
who understand how the public sector works.

That's why thousands of State and local
government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the
name is new, the company roots serving
government officials go back nearly 100-years.

Retired City Managers Fran David and Jeff Kolin, a
past President of the City Managers Department of
the League of California Cities, serve on the
Avenu Advisory Board.

California Offices in El Dorado
Hills, Fresno, Pleasanton,
Sacramento and Westlake
Village.

Fran Mancia may be reached at
559-288-7296. Fran is a member of
the Board of Trustees of the
California City Management
Foundation (CCMF).

Here are two ICMA Past Presidents Karen E. Pinkos
and Pat Martel posing with Santa Paula City
Manager Dan Singer at a 2018 MMANC event.
Karen is the El Cerrito City Manager and Patis a
retired City Manager from Daly City and currently
serves as the ICMA West Coast Regional Director.
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MuniEnvironmental
Professional Consultants

PRESERVE OUR ENVIRONMENT.
STRENGTHEN OUR CITIES.

MuniEnvironmental’s experienced professionals provide
solid waste and recycling expertise that helps cities and
other government agencies:

* Review, analyze and optimize rates and expenses

¢ Audit contract service providers

* Comply with regulatory requirements

* Implement commercial, organics and construction &
demolition recycling programs

Jeff Duhamel, CEO/Principal Consultant
562-432-3700 jeff@munienvironmental.com

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government.
He has developed successful strategies and paths
to issues facing local government. Pat can help you,
whether you are a City Manager looking for ways to
turn your city around, or a developer needing
assistance navigating the complexities of the
political and/or entitlement process.

Pat has had numerous successful experiences with
public-private partnerships.
Telephone No. 562-331-9812

Women Serving in Cities from
Waterford to West Hollywood

Robbeyn Bird is the West Covina
Finance Director. Robbeyn is a
CPA. She began her West Covina
service in April 2019 as Interim
Director of Finance. She has more
than 20-years of local government experience,
serving in various position in the cities of La
Palma, Seal Beach, La Quinta, Apple Valley, La
Puente and the Metropolitan Water District.

Valerie Gonzales is an Administrative Assistant |
in the Finance Department.

Helen Tran is the City of West
Covina Human Resources & Risk
Management Director. Helen also
serves as the Vice President of the
Big Independent Cities Excess Pool
B M JOint Powers Authority (BICEP)
Governing Board.

B
B¢ Joe A. Gonsalves & Son
Anthony D. Gonsalves
dJason A. Gonsalves
Paul A. Gonsalves
PROFESSIONAL LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATION
§25LST. - SUITE 250- SACRAMENTO, CA $5814-5766
916 441-0597 - FAX 916 41-5061
Email: onsalveséiy i.com

hitps://gonsalvi.com/

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; you
don't need them often but when you do they had better
work."

The firm was founded by the late former California
State Assembly Member Joe A. Gonsalves. Until his
passing,

Anthony, Jason and Paul Gonsalves
are expert local government lobbyists.
The firm represents fifty-plus cities and is
a key player in city legislation. Anthony
serves as a CCMF Board member.

Call the "Gonsalvi” at
Telephone no. 916-441-0597
925 L Street, Suite 250 Sacramento CA
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Women Serving in Cities from
Waterford to West Hollywood

In 1780, what eventually

....==:.==== became Thg “Sunse’rSTr}p”
EEE H NN was the major connecting
EEEE roadway from El Pueblo

EEm de Los Angeles to the
Pacific coast. Today the
thoroughfare is lined with
nightclubs, bars, restaurants and high-end
commercial establishments. The City of West
Hollywood incorporated in November 1984
behind arent controlissue. Itis said that the West
Hollywood Russian-speaking community is the
most concentrated single Russian-speaking
region in the United States. Paul Arevalo is the
City Manager. Paul serves on the Board of
Trustees of the California City Management
Foundation (CCMF). The West Hollywood City
Clerk is Yvonne Quarker. The City is blessed with
a good number of female professionals.

City of West Hollywood
California 1984

Lorena Quijano, West Hollywood
Finance & Technology Services
Director, is also the City Treasurer.
Lorena has worked for West
Hollywood since 2012, starting as

: an Accounting Manager. She
previously worked as Finance Director in other
local governments and in public accounting
position for a number of years. Lorena earned a
BS from California State University, Los Angeles
and an MPA from California State University,
Northridge. She is a Certified Public Accountant
(CPA).

WWW.USsi.com

USI has developed sophisticated employee
benefit programs for public entities for more than
30-years. USI helps agencies design innovative
benefit solutions and provide benefit education
to bargaining units.

For more informatfion contact Gary Delaney
at (424) 390-0010 or gary.delaney@usi.com

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager
Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
USI Insurance Services
21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380
Torrance, CA 90503

“Beware of little expenses; a small leak will sink a
great ship.”
--Benjamin Franklin

“"When prosperity comes, do not use all of it.”
--Confucius

Lisa Marie Belsanti, West Hollywood
Director of Communications, began
her working career in February 1992
with various companies in motion
: pictures, commercial and music
video production and development. In
December 1998 Lisa became the Public Policy
Manager for the L.A. Gay and Lesbian Center in
Los Angeles. She then moved in September 2000
to be the Director of Communications &
Development for the California Alliance for Pride
& Equality (CAPE), which is now Equality
California (EQCA). For about a year and a half
starting in January 2002, Lisa was self-employed
as a public relations and marketing consultant.
In 2003 she was hired as a Council Deputy in
West Hollywood, and in May 2008 she became
a Senior Management Analyst in West
Hollywood. Lisa became the Communications
Manager in July 2013 and then the Director of
Communications in July 2016. She has been with
the City of West Hollywood for nearly 18-years.
She attended Columbia College Chicago in
film, communications, cinema, and video
studies.
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Women Serving in Cities from
Waterford to West Hollywood

Janet lJimenez joined the West
Hollywood city staff in March 2007 as
| a Permit Services Specialist. In
October 2008 she became a Code
Compliance Officer, and in October
2013 she was appointed to a
Management Specialist position in the City
Manager’s officer. Janet was then promoted to
Assistant to the City Manager in November 2014.
She earned a BBA from the University of San
Diego.

West Hollywood Public Safety
Director Kristin Cook joined the
city staff in December 2000 as
an Emergency Services
Coordinator. In August 2004 she
was promoted to Public Safety
Manager, and in July 2013 Kristin
became the Director of Public
Safety. She has worked for the city of West
Hollywood for a little more than 20-years. Prior fo
joining the city staff Kristin worked for the
Children’'s Memorial Medical Center in
Chicago, lllinois and the University of California,
Los Angeles. She earned a BA in history from
Northwestern University and an MPH in public
health and emergency management from the
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA).

From the orchwes: Lancaster City Manager
Jason Caudle with finance consultant and
investment banker Ralph Holmes.

WU & Ganpany S

https://www.wolfhousing.com/

Former City Administrator
Wesley Wolf, Founder
Cell No. 949-235-0525

Telephone No. 909-345-7849
FAX: 213-741-0519

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides
municipal consulting services, to State and local
government, and not for profit corporations with a
specialized emphasis on:

Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program
Administration and Oversight Agent Services;
Mortgage Program Administration Services;
Mortgage Insurance Product
Research/Development.

Wolf & Company Inc.
1408 Copper Mountain Drive
Diamond Bar, California 921765

HdI®

Companies

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager
Robert "Bob" Hinderliter,
HdL expanded and improved with the help of a
partnership with former City Manager
Lloyd de Llamas, the firm's Executive Chairman.

Andy Nickerson is the President

HdL Companies offers diverse
services that include: allocation
audits, economic analysis and
program software regarding Sales Tax, and Property
Tax, and Economic Development Services.

Office: 120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200
Brea, California
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Real Estate
Finance/Economics
Development
Entitlements

A
kosmon

companies

http://www.kosmont.com/

Founded in 1986 by former
City Manager Larry J. Kosmont,

Kosmont Companies, a certified
Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) and
certified Small Business Enterprise (SBE),
has earned a national reputation and
is recognized as expert in real estate, financial
advisory and economic development services.

Call and learn how Placentia refinanced lease
revenue bands and refinanced the City's unfunded
pension obligations.

KOSMONT COMPANIES is an industry leader in
economic development and real estate advisory
services.

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382,
Manhattan Beach, California 90266
Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632

TRWG

LAW

RICHARDS WATSON GERSHON

http://rwglaw.com/

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal
profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking
reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to
the unique needs of public entifies.

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the
Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides
the full scope of public law services.

Roxanne Diaz is a member of the
Board of Trustees of the California City
Management Foundation (CCMF).

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484

Women Serving in Cities from
Waterford to West Hollywood

Jackie Rocco, West Hollywood
Public Works Director, began her
working career as a Research
Assistant at the University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA) in
September 1997. Jackie signed
on as Acting Assistant Director
and Job Development
Supervisor for the Housing Authority of the City of
Los Angeles in October 1998. Between
September 2000 and March 2008, she served in
the private sector for two different firms. In
March 2008 Jackie joined the West Hollywood
city staff as a Parking Operations Manager. In
December 2016 she became the City's Business
Development Manager, and June 2019 Jackie
was appointed Director of Public Works. She
earned a BA in political science and an MA in
urban planning from the University of California,
Los Angeles (UCLA). The California Public
Parking Association honored Jackie as the
Parking Professional of the Year in November
2014, and with the President’s Award in October
2019.

Susan Schumacher is the City of West
Hollywood's Human Resources Manager. Susan
joined the city staff in November 1993 as a
Human Resources Analyst. She became the
Human Resources Supervisor in November 1995
and has since been promoted to Manager.
Susan has been with the city for more than 27-
years. She earned a BA from the University of
Redlands.

“Rememober this. Hold on to this. This
is the only perfection there is, the
perfection of helping others. This is
the only thing we can do that has

any lasting meaning. This is why
we're here.” --Andre Agassi

| 2 .
'Ag!
| \
¥
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Women Serving in Cities from
Waterford to West Hollywood

Jennifer Alkire is the Current &
Historic ~ Preservation  Planning
Manager in the City of West
Hollywood. Jennifer joined the
city staff in January 2014 as a
Senior Planner. She was promoted
to Plonnlng Manager starting in September
2019. Jennifer earned a BA in geography from
the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA).

BRANDYWINE

HOMES

www.brandywinedev.com

Former Artesia City Manager
Jim Barisic founded Brandywine in
1994. Jim and his three sons
Brett Whitehead, Mark Whitehead
and David Barisic
direct Brandywine Homes.

Some of the Projects that are selling now are in the
Cities of San Dimas, Whittier, Anaheim, and Duarte.
Coming soon are projectsin
Norwalk, and Placentia.

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400

»Aﬂ Candlewood Villas Whittier,
a A Brandywine Homes
B Development

Brent Whitehead, Mark Whitehead and David Bar

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 92606

C KA

ENGLANDER KNABE & ALLEN

N—

www.ekapr.com

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading
strategic communications and public affairs firms in
Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe,
Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnelll, Adam
Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on
providing a unique and strategic perspective on a
wide variety of issues.

EKA provides services in the areas of government
affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis
management. In addition, our firm offers a wide
array of professional litigation communication and
expert witness services lead by our fteam of
strategists, lawyers, journalists, and media relations
specialists.

Together, we have more than 100-years of combined
experience and a multitude of relationships within
the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities
within Los Angeles County.

To contfact EKA, please call (213) 741-1500 or email
matt@ekapr.com.

West Hollywood Facilities and Field Services
Manager is Helen Collins. Helen joined the city
staff in January 2009 as a Senior Administrative
Analyst. In March 2018 she was promoted to her
current post.

Among others we found among the West
Hollywood staff directory include Andi Loyano;
Sheri Lunn; Susana Salazar; Jasmine Duckworth;
Claudia Duncan; Rebecca Ehemann; Adrian
Gallo; Debora Gonzalez; Melissa Crowder and
Catherine Ross.

Again, we apologize to those who we were
unable to find, or unable to find a career profile.
Best wishes to one and all for a Happy and
healthy 2021. ***


http://www.brandywinedev.com/
http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
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®

WWW.USI.Ccom

Experience the USI ONE Advantage® and
learn how their Public Entity Practice can help
manage the risks of public sector
organizations, providing improved protection
and cost control.

USI has developed sophisticated employee
benefit programs for public entities for more than
30-years. USI helps agencies design innovative
benefit solutions and provide benefit education
to bargaining unifs.

USI began in 1994 with a single office of $6.5
million of revenue and 40 associates. Today, USI
is approaching $2 billion in revenue with more
than 6,000 associates in more than 150 offices
across the country.

USI has served more than 150,000 clients meeting
their property & casualty, employee benefit,
personal risk and retirement needs nationwide.
USI has more than 100 years of consulting and
brokerage experience through its acquired
agencies, with local offices dating back in their
communities as far as the late 1800s. USI
combines industry leading national capabilities
delivered through a longstanding, passionate
and committed local service teames.

USI _stands for Understand, Service and
Innovate. At USI we work to Understand the
specific needs of our clients, to provide an
unparalleled local Service experience, and

to Innovate with cutting edge solutions so our
clients can continue to invest and grow.

At USI, we are proud of the deep roots we
have in our communities. With agency
offices dating back over 100 years in their
local neighborhoods, USI teams have a
passion for getting involved and helping
others who are in need.

USI associates give their time, talent and
treasure across the country through USI Gives
Back — where each of the Company’s more
than 150 offices participate in local
community service during the year.

For more information contact Gary Delaney or
Kristin Yokoyama at (424) 390-0000

New contact information:
Office: (424) 390-0010 | Email:
gary.delaney@usi.com
21250 Hawthorne Boulevard,
Suite 600, Torrance, CA 90503

USI stands for Understand, Service and
Innovate

USI Insurance Services (424)390-0000

USI Phone
(424) 390-0012

USI Email
christine.kwock@usi.com

Team Member
Christine Kwock

Ferencz David (424) 390-0045 ferencz.david@usi.com

(424) 390-0010

Gary Delaney gary.delaney@usi.com

Kristin Yokoyama (424) 390-0016 kristin.yokoyama@usi.com

Mayra Noriega (424) 390-0049 mayra.noriega@usi.com
Mitzi Baum (424) 390-0002 mitzi.baum@usi.com

Natalie Kim (424) 390-0006 natalie.kim@usi.com

(424) 390-0030 pamela.rodrigues@usi.com

Pam Rodrigues

Investing in our communities


http://www.usi.com/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/the-usi-one-advantage/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/community-investment/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/community-investment/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
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While packing fo move, this picture fell out of an old file
folder. It was a celebrating of a $26,260,000 mortgage
revenue bond issue in Paramount circa 1979. L to R: Jack
McMinn; Maury O’Shea; Dr. Esther Caldwell; Jim Magner;
Bill Crowe; Ted Mosier; and Jack Simpson.

Picking Up the Pieces: Former Merced
City Manager Steven S. Carrigan is the
new City Manager in the City of
& Salinas. Steve, a former City Manager
" inLos Banos, replaced the retired John
i8 Bramble in Merced. Steve worked for
Lathrop in Economic Development;
Vice President of Economic Development for the
Yuba Sutter Economic Development Corp.; and as
Stockton Director of Economic Development. Steve
descibes he and his family as “NASCAR freaks” and
big San Francisco Giants fans. Baldwin Park Executive
Officer (City Manager) Shannon Yauchzee refired
effective December 31, 2020 after serving in the CEO
post for nearly 7-years. Shannon is a past President of
the San Gabriel Valley City Managers Association. He
earned a BS in civil engineering from California
Polytechnical University, Pomona, and is a California
registered civil engineer. He previously worked
Willdan, and then served the City of West Covina for
18-years as the Building Official and the Director of
Public Works. Shannon will serve as an Interim City
Manager while the city conducts a recruitment fo
replace him. Retired Santa Ana City Manager David
Ream passed away on December 26, 2020 at the
age of 76. Dave suffered from Parkinson’s Disease. He
was hospitalized for a time prior to his passing. Dave
served 32-years with Santa Ana, becoming City
Manager in 1986 and serving in that post unfil his
retirementin 2011. He began his public service career
as a Community Development Analystin Long Beach
in 1971. He then served as an Administrative Analyst
in the City of Lakewood (1974-1978). He joined the
Santa Ana city staff in 1978 as a Management
Analyst. Dave earned a BA from Arizona State
University and an MBA from California State
University, Long Beach. In 2011 Dave received a 40-
year ICMA Service Award. Funeral arrangements are
uncertain due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

STAY
HOME

LIFE 1S BEAUTIFUL,

Lake Elsinore City Manager Grant Yates has
announced his resignation effective in February.
Grant has served as City Manager in Lake Elsinore
since November 2012. He previously served in the
Cities of Temecula and Carlsbad. No decision has
been made on a repalcement. Charles “Chuck” E.
Deschenes served as the City Administrator in
Waterford, California from 1998 until 2011. He served
as the Auditor & Confroller and Mental Health
Administrator in Shasta County from 1978 to 1986.
Starting in 1986, Chuck worked as the County
Administrator in Garfield County, Colorado. He
eamed an AA from Shasta College, a BA from
California State University, Fullerton, and an MBA from
the University of Southern Colorado. In 2008, Chuck
received a 30-year ICMA Service Award. Since
leaving Waterfordin 2011, Chuck has been serving as
a consultant. Fairfield has its first female Chief of
Police and 13" Chief in Deanna Cantrell.; appointed
in October. Deanna served as the Chief of Police in
San Luis Obispo starting in January, 2016. She worked
for the Police Department in Mesa, Arizona for 21-
years to start her law enforcement career. Berkeley
internal auditor Tracy Yarlott-Davis, 41, a California
native, will become Town Manager in Hartford,
Connecticut. She will take over from Interim Town
Manager John Maclean in mid-February. Tracy is a
Mills College graduate, who prior to Berkeley served
as a City Auditorin Oakland. Previous to that she fwas
an auditor for the State of California. She is the first
woman to serve as Town Manager in Hartford. Former
Chino Hills City Manager (1995-2009) Douglas La Belle
serves as a member of the OC Fair & Event Center.
Members are appointed by the Governor to four-
year terms. Doug is also a member of the Board of
Directors for the Orange County Heroes Hall Veterans
Foundation. Doug also previously served as City
Manager in Signal Hill. He began his public service
career in 1964 with the City of Garden Grove. Since
then, Doug has worked in various positions in the
Cities of Cerritos, Huntington Beach, La Mesa and

Marysville.

“What you lack in talent can
L | be made up with desire, hustle,
m and giving 110 percent all the
- ﬁ time.” -Don Zimmer
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More Pieces Picked Up: Former
Stockton and Ridgecrest City
Manager Kurt Wilson is the new
Inferim City Manager in
Beaverton, Oregon. Kurt also
served as a member of the
Ridgecrest City Council. Former
Santa Monica City Manager Rick Cole was also a
candidate for the Beaverton position. The City is in
the process of changing its government from a
“Strong Mayor” form to a “Council-Manager” form,
which is most common in Oregon. South Pasadena
Interim City Manager Sean Joyce, who is a retired
Irvine City Manager, expects to be in South
Pasadena until approximately April. Sean was hired
in Sepfember shortly after the dismissal of City
Manager Stephanie DeWolfe. Bob Murray and
Associates has been retained to lead the executive
recruitment to help with the selection of a new City
Manager. Thirty-one residents have been invited to sit
on one of four focus groups that will offer input
regarding the recruitment. San Jose Chief of Police
Eddie Garcia has been hired to serve as the 30t Chief
of the Dallas, Texas Police Department. Dallas City
Manager T.C. Broadnax announced  the
appointment on the day prior to Christmas Eve. Eddie
has bee the Chief in San Jose since 2016, and he has
served as a member of the San Jose Police
Department since 1992. Oakland City Administrator
Ed Reiskin is challenged with the COVID-19
pandemmic’s devasting fiscal impact on the City.
The City will not be able to fund essential services or
respond to emergencies like an earthquake or other
natural disaster if expenditure reductions are not
immediately addressed. Ocakland announced $29
million in spending cuts and other cost-savings that
only begins to close the projected year-end $62
o million deficit in the City's general
fund. Dr. Peter Pirnejad is the new
City Manager in the City of Foster
City effective January 4, 2021. He
served as a Planning Manager in
Lodi (2005-2008) before becoming
the Assistant Director of ECconomic &
\ i Community Development in the
Cl’ry of Daly City (2008-2012). He went to work for
Palo Alto in 2012 as the Develoment Services Director,
and then accepted the Assistant City Manager post
in the City of Napain 2018. Most recently he has
worked in the private sector (2018-2020). Peter
earned a BA in environmental studies from the
University of California, Santa Barbara, and an MPP
and a Doctorate in public policy administration from
the University of Southern California (USC).

Retired City and County Manager Roy Pederson, and
Sam Olivito, retired Executive Director of the California
Contract Cities Association. Roy is a past President of
ICMA. Sam is currently the Interim Executive Director of
the Independent Cities Association.

SHORTS: *Former Healdsburg City Manager David
Mickaelian has been the General Manager at the
Tahoe Donner Associatfion since July 2020. *Santa
Monica Interim City Manager Lane Dilg will resign
and leave her position in the Spring of 2021. *Dave
Richards, City Manager in New Buffalo, New York,
and former Hancock, Michigan City Manager, who
also served cities in Alaska and California, passed
away in December 2020 after being hospitalized with
COVID-19. *San Luis Obispo City Manager Derek
Johnson was awarded a compensation increase
during the pandemic  when professional
management is most important. *Santa Paula City
Manager Dan Singer, a former City Manager in Ojaqi,
Goleta and Poway, earned two Masters degrees
from Syracuse University. *Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the City of Pasadena did not host a Rose
Bowl Game or a Tournament of Roses Parade on
January 1, 2021. *Visalia Water Resource Manager
Andrew Munn recommends that water conservation
efforts be stepped up.

The late Clark Goecker...(1944-2019) died of
complications of multiple myeloma, a blood cancer
at the age of 75. Clark was born in San Francisco and
raised in Marin County where he attended Redwood
City High School, and the University of San Francisco.
He worked for the League of California Cities for 34-
years in Sacramento. He lived in Davis for almost 4-
decades. Clark was ordained as a deacon in the
Catholic Church.He served 10-years as the Director
of the NewmanCenter in Davis, a Catholic
community for UC Davis students. In 2014 Clark
moved to Washington State to be near family, and
he served briefly with the Seattle Archdiocese. He
loved spending time with family at vacations homes
at Sea Ranch, CA and Whidbey Island, WA.
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Notes and Letter from Readers:

Good issue (December 2020)...the picture of the
9080 group brought a tear to the old eye...

--Ray Harris

Paramount City Manager John Moreno,
Jason Gonsalves of Joe A. Gonsalves & Son, and
Ryder Smith of Tripepi Smith.

Hey Jack. hope the move is going smoothly! Thank you very much for highlighting some of the

wonderful female professionals serving the City of
Wasco. | want to share two additional female
professionals that are also key memlbers of Wasco's
team. They are Biridiana (Biri) Bishop and Mariana
Sobolewski.

Another great newsletter (December 2020).

| appreciated your comments about Rita, perhaps
the classiest lady | have ever met. It was great
working with you and her on CCMF!

--Wade McKinney
Biri is our Public Works Director. She has been with

I have retired from the City of Torrance after 54 the City for more than 5 years and previously served

years of service. It has been my honor fo serve as as an Assistant Planner. She is an active member of

Torrance City Manager for 37 of those years. | will MMANC and APWA. Biri was born and raised in

forever keep the memories of City service and the Wasco.

friendships | have made across time close to my

heart. Mariana joined the Wasco staff in 2019 in the newly
created role of Assistant to the City Manager. Shei

Please forward relevant correspondence to new served our country and retired from the U.S. Air

City Manager Aram Chaparyan at Force after many years at the rank of Senior Master

AChaparyan@TorranceCA.gov or call (310) 618- Sergeant. She is currently participating in ICMA's

5880. The City Manager's staff will be happy to assist Emerging Leadership Development Program.

yeu. Our city staff leadership is dedicated to the highest

Wishing you all the best, ideals of public service and commitment to

--LeRoy J. Jackson pursuing innovations and professional development

for themselves and their staffs. These new city
leaders foster an ethos throughout the organization
of "who we are” and what ethics in public service
Dennis Courtemarche means. They are creating a shared understanding
shown here with former of what's important and what the organization
City Manaaer stands for.

Larry Kosmont of the
Kosmont Companies.

Retired City Manager

Thanks again for highlighting Wasco.

--Daniel Ortiz-Hernandez, ICMA-CM
City Manager
City of Wasco
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