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City Executives in the Cities
of Imperial County

There are seven (7) incorporated cities in the
County of Imperial. They include: Brawley ,
Calexico , Calipatria , El Centro, Holtville , Imperial
and Westmorland . This issue takes a look at some
of the city executives currently serving in these

cities.

Each year the California City Management ]
Foundation (CCMF) names a City Manager of the The Honorable Ana Beltran , Mayor of the City of
Year, and a Corporate Sponsor of the Year . These Westmorland  is the 2021 President of the

awards recognize the best in city management and Imperial County Division of the League of
a CCMF sponsor that has  significantly supported California Cities. The immediate Past President is
and helped the Califo  rnia city m anagement the Honorable Edgard Garcia , Council Member
community. CCMF President, Santa Clarita City in El Centro .

Manager Ken Striplin announced Tripepi Smith as
the 2021 Corporate Sponsor of the Year Award. - . .

o ) . This i not claim mprehensive.
Ryder Smith is the first to receive the Corporate s issue does not claim to be comprehensive

Sponsor of the Year Award twice. He was It h : _g hl |_g hts s ome . of th
recognized with the award in 2013 too. The 2021 leadership in Imperial County . We apologize up
City Manger of the Year is the collective California front to those we may have missed. Not all

City Managers, who have served above and career profiles a s posted for access.

beyond the call of duty during diff icult times.
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City Executives in the Cities
of Imperial County

s Imperial Land Company
laid out the town site for

Brawley in 1902. It was
originally named in

| honor of J. H. Braly, who
owned the land. When
Braly objected to the

hi name, t he

of
to Brawley. The first Brawley post office was
established in 1903. The City incorporated in

us e S

April 1908. At t hat ti
involved in railroading and the introduction of
agricul ture. The population has grown from the
original 100 to the 2019 estimate of 26,227.  Tyler
Salcido is the City Manager and Alma
Benavides is the elected City Clerk. Lorena
Savala i s t he Recordsd ClI
office. Tyler became the Interi  m City Manager in
August 2020. He

Finance Director.

Brawley City Manager Tyler Salcido joined the
City of Brawley staff for the first time in February
2007 after serving as the Controller of a private
company in El Centro for nearly 17 -years. Tyler
returned to the private sector after a short
tenure with Brawley in 2007. After working in the
private sector, Tyler returned to Brawley in
March 2019 as Interim Finance Director. He
became Finance Director in May and was
appoi nted Interim City Manager and Finance
Director in September 2020. Tyler became City
Manager in November 2020. He earned a BS in
accounting from California State Polytechnic
University, Pomona. He was a member of Class

t owno

me ,

er k

previously

@ Pat West .

http://www.patwestllc.com/

Pat West served nearly 40 -years in city government.
He has developed successful strategies and paths
to issues facing local government.  Pat can help you,
whether you are a City Manager looking for ways to
turn your city around, or a developer needing
assistance navigating the complexities of the
political and/or entitlement process.

Pat was honored with the League of
‘ California Cities 2019 Wes McClure
1 eAward for City Managers of Distinction.

s & r v e d Pathashad numerous successful
experiences with public  -private partnerships.

Telephone No. 562 -331-9812

25 of the California Agricultural Lead ership
Program (1996 -1997).

OPl ease dond6ét smear more Rl do
the past; dond6ét add new shfampe

--Anonymous

MMASC

MUNICIPAL MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

https://www.mmasc.org/

Telephone: 877 -314-7080

MMASC is one of the oldest and large st associations of its
kind in the nation, dedicated to the professional
development of Southern California management

leaders.
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Trackdown Posse Roster
Executive Level Posse Roster:

Wade McKinney , Retired Indian Wells City Manager
Mike Sedell , Retired Simi Valley City Manager
Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco
Kevi n O0f ROLGS/RARS; Retired City Manager
Glenn Southard , Retired CM, Indio & Claremont
Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager

Guy Huffaker , Retired Porterville City Manager
Vern Lawson , Retired, Lancaster

Gary K. Sloan , Retired La Mirada City Manager
Robert T. Dickey , Retired South Gate DPW

Doug Dunlap , Retired City Manager, Pomona
Rita Geldert , Retired City Manager, Vista

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA
David Jinkens , Retired City Manager

Joe Goeden , Retired W. Sacramento City Manager
Ron Molendyk , Retired City Manager

Anthony D. Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son
Jason Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son

Paul Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager

Dr. Richard Rowe , Retired City Manager

Posse Roster:

Gregory Korduner , Retired City Manager

Howard Chambers , Retired Lakewood City Manager
Dave Carmany , West Covina , City Manager

Ken Bayless, Ret. GM LA Vector Control & Ret. LASD Chief
Don Penman , Retired City Manager, Arcadia

Sam Olivito , Interim Executive Director, ICA

Roy Pederson , ICMA Past -President

Gary Milliman , City Manager, Brookings, Oregon

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley , City Manager

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM
John F. Shirey, Retired Sacramento City Manager

Lee C. McDougal , Retired Montclair City Manager

Mark Scott , Indio City Manager

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia , Retired Rocklin City Manager

Jeff Mathieu , Retired Big Bear Lake, City Manager

Doug LaBelle , Retired City Manager

Paul Philips, City Manager, Bell

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village
Denise Ovrom , Former CM retired from HdL Companies
Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach

Cynthia Kurtz , Retired City Manager, Pasadena

SynchroniCIT

ASsoriates

https://synchronicityassociates.com/

SynchroniCITY Associates : Founded upon a simple
premise: most government related proposals are
either destined to succeed or fail at the moment

they are made public.

Governance from smart strategy to effective
implementation.

Founded by John Russo;
the only person in California who has
been a City Council Member, a City

Attorney, and a City Manager.

John@synchroniClTYassociates.com

Telephone: 949 -435-9737

City Manager Newsletter by
Trackdown Management

Jack A. and Susan Simpson

www.trackdownmanagement.net
jack@trackdownmanagement.net

[Photo produced by  Apple Lane ]

Udf & Ganpang e

https://www.wolfhousing.com/

Former City A dministrator
Wesley Wolf , Founder
Cell No. 949 -235-0525

Telephone : 909-345-849
FAX: 213-741-0519

Wolf & Company Inc. , founded in 1993, provides
municipal consulting services, to State and local
government, and not for profit corporations with a
specialized emphasis on:

Mobile Home Park Acquisitions -Program
Administration and Oversight Agent Services;
Mortgage Program Administration Services;
Mortgage Insurance Product
Research/Development.

Wolf & Company Inc.
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16
Pomona, California 91767
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City Executives in the Cities of
Imperial County

Karla Sanchez Romero was
appointed to the Brawley
Director of Finance in 2021.
She first became the Interim
Finance Director in March
2021. She was appointed
City Treasurer in April 2021.
She previously served as the
Finance Director and City
Treasurer in the City of La Quinta starting in 2016.
Karla has more than 20 -years in private and
public finance experience. She served as the
Communications Committee Chair for the
Coachella Valley Chapter of CSMFO. Karla was
named CSMFOds 2017 Vol
wa s the Coachella Val/l
Chair from 2016 to 2019. Karla earned a BS and
MBA. She mentored many young women with
the Ophelia Project. The Ophelia Project Mission

unt e
eyas

is OEmpowering and encour
to increase their sense of self -worth and
maximize their potential contributont o s oci et

COLANTUONO

HIGHSMITH
WHATLEY,PC

www.chwlaw.us

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to
counsel that is helpful, understandable, and fairly
priced.
CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley in
the Sierra Foothills,

CH&W represents both public and private clients
throughout California in municipal law.
Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and
currently is City Attorney for the City of ~ Grass Valley .

the firmds
Lawyers of the Year (2020).
Call telephone No. 530 -432-7357 or 213-542-5700.

Two of attorney

RANCHO MIRAGE
CITY HALI

Rancho Mirage was incorporated ih 1973. The city
has a 2019 estimated population of 18,528. The City
Manager is Isaiah Hagerman .

TRWG

AW

RICHARDS WATSON GERSHON

http://rwglaw.com/

er RWEIis qormétted‘tof@@eﬂlence i8 thedegal
prof p# Ehe)la qlc% f?r clients seeking
rellable efficient, a ect ve legal counsel. RWG

delivers practical adwce and solutions tailored t o]
the unique needs of public entities.

r sea V. acloss 0s Angeles, San
?Il?rg%clscyg)r;lng@ éoun? grgml@céla and the

Central Coast. The RWG team of exper ts provides
o]

y . _the full scope of public law services.

Roxanne Diaz_is a member of the

Board of Trustees of the California
City Management Foundation

(CCMF) .

CALIFORNIA CONTRACT CITIES
J ASSOCIATION

http://www __.contractcities.org

Marcel Rodarte ,
Executive Director

h731'p Stddebaken Road oSpite 218
Cerritos, California 90703
Telephone No. 562-622-5533

wer e
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Bombay Beach is a census -designated place in
Imperial County. It is located on the shore of the
Salton Sea, and is the community with the lowest
elevation in the United States. It is part of the
El Centro metropolitan statisti cal area.

Bombay Beach has become an artisan enclave.

0lt would be possible t
scientifically, but it would
make no sense ; it would be

without meaning, as if you

described a Beethoven
symphony as a variation of wave

---Albert Einstein

(0]

pressur e.

City Executives in the Cities of
Imperial County

Calexico  is in southern Imperial
County and is linked economically to
u"—“i“!‘ the Mexican City of Mexicali, the
capital of the Mexican State of Baja
California. Cale xico began as a small
tent village founded in 1899, and

IFEGa:
CALERICO

eventually incorporated in 1908. The original

proposed names of the city were Santo Tomas
or Thomasville. The name oCal
portmanteau of California and Mexico. The first
U.S. post office in Calexico opened in 1902. The
2019 estimated population is 39,825. Miguel
Figueroa is the City Manager and  Gabriela T.
Garcia is the City Clerk.

BRANDYWINE

HOMES

www.brandywinedev.com

Former Artesia City Manager
Jim L. Barisic founded Brandywine in
1994. Jim and two of his sons
Brett Whitehead , and David Barisic
direct Brandywine Homes.

Some of the Projects that are selling now are in the
Cities of San Dimas, Whittier, Anaheim, and Duarte.
Coming soon are projects in
Norwalk, and Placentia.

UPTON Carson, CA
ws Now Pre -Selling!
g  Another Brandywine Homes

e Q/ege}og;/n}erht ing

Bandywine Homes focuses on helping to revitalize
established neighborhoods and convert
underutilized space into needed housing.

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California

Call Brandywine at 949 -296-2400
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City Executives in the Cities of
Imperial County

Miguel Figueroa , a native of El Centro, served as
the Executive Director of the Calexico New River
Committee, Inc. from September 2006 to August
2013. He then joined the staff with the County of
Imperial Workforce Development Board as an
Administrative Analyst in August 2013. He was
promoted t o Director in December 2014. Miguel
went to work for the City of Calexico in
September 2017 as Assistant City Manager,
Economic Development Director and Public
Information Officer. Following the departure of
City Manager David B. Dale, Miguel was
appointed City Manager starting in August 2020.
He earned a BS from California State University,
Long Beach and an MPA from the Maxwell
School at Syracuse University.

Karla E. Lobatos is the City of
Calexico Finance Director since
May 2018. She began her
accounting career in 2008 as an
Accountant for a helpline crisis
program. She then works as a
Staff Accountant for a private sector firm, and

the held a couple different position with the El
Centro Regional Medical Center starting in July
2015. Karla earned a BA is accounting from La
Universidad Auténoma de Baja California

M

MUNICIPAL MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
Growing Local Government Leaders Since 1950

www.mmanc.org

Monica Davis , President, Community Services
Manager, City of Hayward

Jessica Deakyne, Immediate Past President,
Assistant City Manager, City of Novato

UOVERRMENT ADVOCLEY
3 PUBLIC AFPAIRS

www.ekapr.com

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading
strategic communications and public affairs firms in
Southern California. It is led by partners  Matt Knabe ,
Marcus Allen , Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell , Adam
Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on
providing a unique and strateg  ic perspective on a
wide variety of issues.

EKA provides services in the areas of government
affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis
management. In addition, our firm offers a wide array

of professional litigation communication and expert
witness services lead by our team of strategists,
lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists.
Together, we have more than 100-years of combined
experience and a multitude of relationships within

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 citi es
within Los Angeles County.

To contact EKA, please call (213) 741 -1500 or email
matt@ekapr.com

\_ LEAGUEF’

OF CALIFORNIA

CITIES

Sacramento, California
http://www.cacities.org
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Real Estate
Finance/Economics
Development
‘ Entitlements
kosmon
companies

http://www.kosmont.com/

Founded in 1986 by former
City Manager Larry J. Kosmont,

Kosmont Companies , a certified
Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) and
certified Small Business Enterprise (SBE),
has earned a national reputation and

is recognized as expert in real estate, financial
advisory and economic development services.

Call and lea rn how Placentia refinanced lease
revenue bands and refinance
pension obligations

KOSMONT COMPANIESiIs an industry leader in
economic development and real estate advisory
services.

Mailing Address : 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382,
Manhattan Beach, California 90266
Telephone: 424 -297-1070 | Fax: 424 -286-4632

WWW.USi.com

USlhas developed sophisticated employee
benefit programs for public entities for more than
30-years. USlhelps agencies design innovative
benefit solutions and provide benefit education
to bargaining units

For more information contact
Gary Delaney at (424) 390 -0010 or
gary.delaney@usi.com

Pam Rodrigues , GBDS Manager
Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
USI Insurance Services
21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380
Torrance, CA 90503

City Executives in the Cities of
Imperial County

Calipatia was previously named
The Imperial Valley Farm Lands Association
founded the town as  Date City in 1914. The first
Calipatria post office was opened in 1914. At an
elevation of 180 feet below sea level, Calipatria

is the lowest elevation incorporated city in the

western hemisphere. The city claims to have the

tallest flagpole at 184 feet. That means the flag

flies at sea level; actually the U.S. flag flies above

sea level. The 2019 estimated population of
Calipatria_is 7,114. Romual do ORomié& M
the City Manager and  Catherine J. Hoff is the
City€leRi t yés unfunded

Romual do ORomé M
the owner of R. J. Medina
Construction. He has served
as the  Calipatria City
Manager for more than 15 -
years, according to the city
web page. In 2020 Rom
received a 20 -year ICMA
Service Award. Rom earned an AA from
Imperial Valley College, a BA from San Diego
State University, and an MPA from Nation al
University. He is active in the community
including the Calipatria Lions Club, Calipatria
Chamber of Commerce, the Calipatria Little
League Basketball Program, and St. Patrick
Parish Council. Dom served as a member of the
Calipatria Unified School Distr ict Board of
Trustees from December 1987 to December
1995. He also served on the Imperial Community
College District Board of Trustees for 20 -years
from 1995 to 2015.

ORCHKENRERKD REXD
P Ty

oBaseball is al mostl t
thing in a very unorderly world. If you
get three strikes, even the best lawyer

in the world candt|l g
OBill Veeck

EXDREAODREHONINOHRENEOX
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City Executives in the Cities of
Imperial County

El Centro is the county seat and the largest city
in Imperial County.
city to lie entirely below sea level ( -42 feet). In
1906 W. F. Holtand C. A. Barker purchased the
property on which  El Centro was eventually built.
The railroad est ablished a station in the town
and named the place Cabarker. The first post
office in El Centro opened in 1905.
incorporated in April 1908. The 2019 estimated
population is 44,079. Marcela Piedra is the City

Manager , Norma Wyles is the City Clerk , and .

Teri Brownlee is the Human Resources Director .

City Manager Marcela Piedra previously worked
for the County of Imperial in the Economic
Development Department and as a Small
Business Advisor for the Imperial Valley Small
Business Development Center . She went to work
for the city in 2002 and served as the
Deputy City Manager from 2016 to 2018 when
she was appointed to her current post.
Executive Recruiter search firm  Bob Murray &
Associates conducted the city manager
recruitment. Marcela has lived in the Imperial
Valley for more than 30 -years. She is a Calexico
High School graduate. Marcela earned an MBA
from the University of Phoenix.

Adriana Nava
Community Services Director.
Adriana began her working ¢ areer
as an Associate Planner with a
C AN private  sector  company in
December 2007. She left that position to join the

El Centro city staff as an Associate Planner in
January 2014. Adriana was selected to be the
Community Services Director in 2018. She is a
Cale xico High School graduate. Adriana
earned a BA in political economy from the
University of California, Berkeley, and an MPA
from California State University, San Diego.

-~
Z:
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El Centro is the largest U.S.

El Centro

FINANCIAL GROUP

Securities offered through Stinson Securities, LLC

http://www.nwfg.com/

A Woman -Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment
banking firm providing underwriting and financial
advisory services to public agencies, and
implementation of special tax methodo logies.

Beth Fawcett and t he f i r
S\ President Pam Newcomb
L o 'clephone No. 760 -860-0222

6842 Embarcadero Lane
Carlsbad, California 92011
Callt he firmds pr 96D-860-922® n a |

El Centro

is the City of EIl Centro

Qur Team.
Your Communications.

TRIPEPI SMITH

marketing * technology * public affairs

(626) 536-2173 TripepiSmith.com

www.tripepismith.com
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HdI®

Companies

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager
Robert "Bob" Hinderliter ,
HdL expanded and improved with the help of a
partnership with former City Manager
LloyddelLlamas, t he firmds r
Executive Chairman.

Andy Nickerson is the President

HdL Companies offers diverse
. services that include: allocation
audits, economic analysis and program software
regarding Sales Tax, and Property Tax, and
Economic Development Services.

Office: 120 South State College  Boulevard, Suite 200
Brea, California

et

\E\ N

)0

E@‘ . ¢ Joe A. Gonsalves & Son

RO Anthony D. Gonsalves

& dJason A. Gonsalves

Paul A. Gonsalves

"\ PROFESSIONAL LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATION

SISLST. - SUITE 260 SACRAMENTO, CAS8M-5766

916 410697 FAX 516 19081
Esail: fonsaimsigsasli.com

https://gonsalvi.com/

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; you
don't need them often but when you do they had better
work ."

The firm was founded by the late former California
State Assembly Member Joe A. Gonsalves.

Anthony , Jason and Paul Gonsalves
are expert local government
lobbyists. The firm represents fifty -plus
cities and is a key player in city
legislation. Anthony is a member of
the CCMF Board.

Cal | the o0Gonsalvié
Telephone no. 916 -441-0597
925 L Street, Suite 250 Sacramento CA

City Executives in the Cities of
Imperial County

Holtville was previously known
as Holton. The community
was founded in by Swiss -
German settlers in thel1880s.
The City of Holtville, originally
called Holton, was founded in
1903 by W. F. Holt. The name
was ghanged to Holtville at a request by the U.
S. Postal Service because the name Holton
sounded too much like Colton , the regional
headquarters of the Southern Pacific Railroad at
the time. Holtville incorporated in July 1908. The
2019 population for Holtville is 6,621. Former
Fnance Manager Ni chol as 0 Ni istked
City Manager. Kariza Preciado is the Finance
Supervisor, and Haley Dowsey is the Personnel
Manager.

Nick Wells served as the Controller for a sales
company from 2004 to 2006, and then worked

as the Controller for a private sector design and
engineering company (2006 -2011). Nick was
hired as the City of Holtville Finance Manager in
June 2011. He was elevated to the City
Manager position in 2014. Nick earned a BS in
agri-business and accounting from California

State University, Fresno .

www.willdan.com

Founded in 1964
Tom Brishin is the Willdan Chief Executive Officer
Willdan Financial Services (WFS) can enhance city
efficiency, effectiveness, and credibility by helping
to generate revenue and optimize its administration.
WEFS President & CEO Mark Risco is a member of the
California City Management Foundation (CCMF)
Board of Trustees.
Call Willdan Financial at
Telephone No. 800 -755-6864
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