
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 Jack & Susan Simpson, 10 Claret, Rancho Mirage, California 92270 
Jack’s M | 562/896-5424; Susan’s M | 310/418-1035 

www.trackdownmanagement.net   | jack@trackdownmanagement.net    
 

 
City Manager Newsletter By 

TRACKDOWN MANAGEMENT 

"Providing thread to help stitch together the fabric of the                                
  City Management Community" 
 

May, 2021 Special                                                                                                                                                                                               Page | 1                                                                                 
                         Volume No. 14:  Issue No. 08 
                                                                                                        
  

Tracy Gonsalves and retired Vallejo City Manager 

Joseph M.  Tanner, Sr. The picture was taken during 

a Joe A. Gonsalves & Son client city managers 

information get-together in Sacramento. Tracy is the 

wife of Jason Gonsalves of the firm. Joe received a 

35-year ICMA Service Award in 2008. He served as 

City Manager in Galt (1973-1984);                  

Emeryville (1984-1987); Pleasant Hill (1987-2001); 

Pacifica (2003-2007); Vallejo (2007-2009); and 

Interim City Manager in Rio Vista (2012-2013). He 

also held executive positions in Millbrae and 

Alameda. Joe earned an MPA from Golden Gate 

University. Joe’s son Joe is currently the City 

Manager in the City of Lindsay.  
 

 

City Government Executive 

Professional in Tulare County Cities 

 

There are eight (8) incorporated cities in the 

County of Tulare. They include: Dinuba, Exeter, 

Farmersville, Lindsay, Porterville, Tulare, Visalia 

(county seat), and Woodlake. This issue takes a 

look at some of the city executives currently 

serving in these Tulare County cities.   

Tulare County cities are in the San Joaquin 

Valley Division of the League of California Cities. 

Farmersville Mayor Greg Gomez is the 2019-2021 

President of the Division, and Dinuba Mayor Dr. 

Kuldip Thusu is the immediate Past President. 

Woodlake Mayor Rudy Mendoza is the Tulare 

County Representative on the Board.  

 

This issue does not claim to be comprehensive. 

It highlights some of the cities’ professional 

executives in Tulare County. We apologize up 

front to those we may have missed. Not all 

career profiles are posted for access.  
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borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

 

City Government Executive 

Professional in Tulare County Cities 

 

Dinuba is a city in Tulare County. The city was 

originally named Sibleyville for engineer James 

Sibley. The city was built around a Southern 

Pacific Railroad depot in the 1800s. James Sibley 

and W. D. Tuxbury devoted more than 240 acres 

for the development of the new town. Trains 

began running in February 1888. Dinuba was 

finally incorporated in 1906. The city’s 2019 

estimated population is 24,461. Luis Patlan is the 

City Manager, Daniel James is the Assistant City 

Manager, and Linda Barkley is the City Clerk.  

Luis Patlan has served as the 

Dinuba City Manager since 

July 6, 2015. Luis previously 

served as the City Manager 

in Kerman in Fresno County 

starting in 2012. He began 

his public service career as a 

Housing Specialist in the City 

of Sanger. He eventually 

was promoted Director of Development 

Services and worked as the Sanger Interim City 

Manager. After a private sector position for 

about three years, he joined the Kerman city 

staff in 2007 as the Director of Planning and 

Development. He earned a BA from California 

State University, Fresno. He is a member of the 

International City/County Manager Association.  

http://www.contractcities.org 

Marcel Rodarte,                                  

Executive Director 

 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210                                  

Cerritos, California 90703                                              

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

Picture of the Hotel del Coronado taken by John Bahu. 

The Hotel del Coronado in Coronado, California has 

operated for more than 130-years. It opened in February 

1888. Elisha Babcock, Jr. and Hampton L. Story built the 

iconic hotel. 23rd U.S. President Benjamin Harrison had 

breakfast at the Del and 27th President                        

William Howard Taft was another Del visitor.     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided retirement 

plan and trust solutions designed exclusively for public 

agencies. With programs like the Pension Rate 

Stabilization Program (PRSP) and the PARS OPEB Trust, 

PARS has helped over 400 clients address unfunded 

obligations and lower liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the 

PRSP, a first-of-its-kind program designed to provide local 

control over assets and potential for greater return than 

the general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS is a 

leading provider of retirement programs for public 

agencies, and the largest private provider of multiple-

employer Section 115 trusts in California.                                       

Since 1984 the PARS team has provided retirement 

services designed specifically for each public 

agency's unique needs aiming to provide superior 

employee benefits while improving management 

effectiveness, reducing costs, and simplifying 

administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                            

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 
Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356 

http://www.contractcities.org/
http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
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borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 
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from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

 

www.cjpia.org 

 

City Government Executive 

Professional in Tulare County Cities 
 

Exeter is within a 4-hour drive 

from either Los Angeles or San 

Francisco. The city is near the 

foothills on the west side of 

the Sierra Nevada mountain 

range. The town site was 

established during the construction of the San 

Joaquin Valley railroad lines that passed 

through the area by 1888. Exeter incorporated 

in 1911. The 2019 estimated population of Exeter 

is 10,485. Adam Ennis is the City Administrator; 

John Hall is the Chief of Police and Daymon 

Qualls is the Public Works Director. Shonna 

Oneal serves as the City Clerk and Human 

Resources Manager.  

Adam Ennis was appointed to replace Exeter 

Interim City Manager Eric Frost in June 2018. Eric, 

a former Visalia Finance Director, was standing 

in for former City Manager Randy Groom, who 

left the Exeter post to become the Visalia City 

Manager. Adam had been working as the 

Director of Public Works in the City of Visalia. He 

worked for Visalia for about 14-years, starting in 

the Community Development Department, and 

was the Public Works Director for 6-years. Adam 

is an Exeter native, born in the Exeter hospital, 

and graduated from Exeter High School. He 

worked for a private sector engineering 

company for 6-years to start his career. Adam 

studied civil engineering at the College of the 

Sequoias and California State University, Fresno.   

 

Contact the              

Tripepi Smith team 

 

Call 626-536-2173 

 

Post Office Box 52152 

Irvine, California 92619 

www.tripepismith.com 

 

http://www.cjpia.org/
http://www.tripepismith.com/
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City Government Executive 

Professional in Tulare County Cities 
 

Farmersville began in the 1850s as a community 

called “Deep Creek.” There are headstones in 

the Deep Creek Cemetery that date back to 

the 1850s. Schools were developed to serve the 

children of the local farms. Discussions regarding 

incorporating the city began in 1945. 

Farmersville incorporated in October 1960. The 

city’s 2019 estimated population is 10,703 

people. Jennifer Gomez is the City Manager, 

and Rochelle Giovani is the City Clerk. Steve 

Huntley is the Finance Director, and Jeff Dowlen 

is the Public Works Director. 

Jennifer Gomez began her 

working career as a Legal 

Assistant for a law firm in 

January 1996. She worked in 

that position for more than 5-

years and then took a 

Paralegal post with another 

law firm in Visalia in 2003. After 4-years, she was 

hired as the Deputy City Clerk in the City of 

Tulare in April 2007. After more than 7-years in 

Tulare, Jennifer was recruited to serve as the 

Hanford City Clerk in June 2014. She was 

appointed to the City Manager position in 

Farmersville in May 2018 to replace City 

Manager John Jansons, who took the Town 

Manager post in Windsor. Jennifer studied two 

years at the College of the Sequoias and 

earned a BA in history from Santa Clara 

University and an MPA from Walden University. 

She has served as a volunteer for the Relay for 

Life program for the past 12-years, and she has 

volunteered for the Future Business Leaders of 

America since February 2001.    

                                                              

“When you get up to the plate, 

nobody’s there to help you. You’ve 

got to do this on your own.”                  

–Ichiro Suzuki 

http://www.nwfg.com/ 

                                                                                

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment 

banking firm providing underwriting and financial 

advisory services to public agencies, and 

implementation of special tax methodologies.  

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates 

of Participation, and general obligation bond 

financings, tax allocation refunding, revenue and 

expense projections modeling.                                                                     

 

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s                               

President Pam Newcomb 

Telephone No. 760-860-0222 

 

 

6842 Embarcadero Lane                                                          

Carlsbad, California 92011 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  760-860-0222 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/                                              

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager 

Robert "Bob" Hinderliter,                                                                

HdL expanded and improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City Manager                             

Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s retired                  

Executive Chairman.                      

Andy Nickerson is the President  

HdL Companies offers diverse 

services that include: allocation 

audits, economic analysis and program software 

regarding Sales Tax, and Property Tax, and 

Economic Development Services. 

Office: 120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California 

http://www.nwfg.com/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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Trackdown Posse Roster                                                
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

David Jinkens, Retired City Manager 

Joe Goeden, Retired W. Sacramento City Manager 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager 

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Posse Roster: 
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager                                                            

Howard Chambers, Retired Lakewood City Manager                                                                                    

Dave Carmany, West Covina, City Manager                                                                                

Ken Bayless, Ret. GM LA Vector Control & Ret. LASD Chief        

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Sam Olivito, Interim Executive Director, ICA 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Gary Milliman, City Manager, Brookings, Oregon                                                                                                                            

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

John F. Shirey, Retired Sacramento City Manager                                                    

Lee C. McDougal, Retired Montclair City Manager  

Mark Scott, Indio City Manager   

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Jeff Mathieu, Retired Big Bear Lake, City Manager 

Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager                                          

Paul Philips, City Manager, Bell                                                    

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager, Pasadena 

 

    
City Manager Newsletter by 

Trackdown Management 
                                                                                             

Jack A. and Susan Simpson 

 
www.trackdownmanagement.net 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

 
[Photo produced by Apple Lane]   

 
 

https://synchronicityassociates.com/ 

      

SynchroniCITY Associates: Founded upon a simple 

premise: most government related proposals are 

either destined to succeed or fail at the moment 

they are made public. 

 

Governance from smart strategy to effective 

implementation. 

 

Founded by John Russo;  
the only person in California who has 

been a City Council Member, a City 

Attorney, and a City Manager. 

                 
John@synchroniCITYassociates.com 

 

Telephone: 949-435-9737 

 

                                        

 

        https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 
 

Former City Administrator 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849 

          FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations with a 

specialized emphasis on:   

                                                                                            

Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight Agent Services; 

Mortgage Program Administration Services; 

Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development. 

                                                                                           

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
https://synchronicityassociates.com/
mailto:John@synchroniCITYassociates.com
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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City Government Executive 

Professional in Tulare County Cities 

 

Serving as the Farmersville 

Director of Finance and 

Administration is Steve 

Huntley. Steve joined the 

city staff as Finance Director in October 2013 

and got his current title and responsibilities in 

January 2018. He previously worked as an 

Accountant for the Tulare County Health & 

Human Services Agency (2011-2013). Steve 

earned a BS in business administration from Biola 

University. He received a Certified Public 

Finance Officer (GFOA) designation through 

Radford University.  

 
 

 

 

http://rwglaw.com/ 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                    

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

                                                               

Roxanne Diaz is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California 

City Management Foundation 

(CCMF).     

                                                                     

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

Sacramento, California 
http://www.cacities.org 

 
Retired LASD and City of Bellflower law enforcement 

professional Glenn “Hutch” Hutchinson next to a 

“big” cactus. Hutch also served as a member of the 

Artesia City Council. 
 

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim L. Barisic founded Brandywine in 

1994. Jim and two of his sons         

Brett Whitehead, and David Barisic                        

direct Brandywine Homes.  

 

Some of the Projects that are selling now are in the 

Cities of San Dimas, Whittier, Anaheim, and Duarte. 

Coming soon are projects in                                   

Norwalk, and Placentia.  

 

UPTON, Carson, CA 
Now Pre-Selling! 

Another Brandywine Homes 

Development 

 

Brandywine Homes focuses on helping to revitalize 

established neighborhoods and convert 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

 

  Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

http://rwglaw.com/
http://www.cacities.org/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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www.ekapr.com 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, our firm offers a wide array 

of professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists. 

Together, we have more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA, please call (213) 741-1500 or email 

matt@ekapr.com 

 
 

www.usi.com 

USI has developed sophisticated employee  

benefit programs for public entities for more than 

30-years.  USI helps agencies design innovative    

benefit solutions and provide benefit education  

to bargaining units. 
 

For more information contact          

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010 or 

gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                             

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                              

Torrance, CA 90503      

City Government Executive 

Professional in Tulare County Cities 

 

Lindsay was founded in 1889 by Captain Arthur 

Hutchinson when he moved to California due to 

ill health. He bought 2,000 acres in the Lindsay 

area to establish the Lindsay Land Company. 

The Southern Pacific Railroad came through the 

area in 1889. The town was named for Arthur 

Hutchinson’s wife, Sadie Lindsay Patton 

Hutchinson. Lindsay incorporated in February 

1910. The estimated 2019 population is 13,463. 

Joe Tanner Jr. is the City Manager and Juana 

Espinoza is the Interim City Clerk. 

Joe Tanner began his public 

services career in December 

2005 as an Economic 

Development Intern in the 

City of San Ramon. Joe was 

hired as an Administrative 

Analyst in October 2007 and 

worked in San Ramon until 

June 2012. Joe was 

appointed Interim City Manager in Rio Vista in 

January 2013. He served 10 months in that 

position. In October 2014 Joe went to work for 

the City of Desert Hot Springs as Director of 

Administrative Services. In April 2018 he became 

the Director of Administrative Services for the 

Town of Moraga. Joe took an Interim Deputy 

City Manager assignment in the City of Port 

Hueneme in 2019, and then as Interim 

Management Services Director in Monterey Park 

in 2020. Joe was appointed Lindsay City 

Manager in March 2020. He earned an AA from 

Diablo Valley College, a BA from St. Mary’s 

College of California, and an MBA from John F. 

Kennedy University.  

                                                                                                  

“When written in Chinese the word ‘crisis’ is 

composed of two characters – one represents 

danger and the other represents opportunity.”          

–John F. Kennedy  

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
http://www.usi.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
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City Government Executive 

Professional in Tulare County Cities 

                                                                               

Porterville is the gateway to 

the Sequoia National Forest. 

When Gold was discovered 

in California in 1848, it 

brought a migration to the 

State of those looking to get 

rich. Between 1849 and 1842 prairie schooners 

rolled through the streets of Porterville. Royal 

Porter Putnam came to the area in 1860 to raise 

cattle, horses and hogs. The town of Porterville 

was founded in 1864. In 1888 the Southern 

Pacific Railway built a branch line from Fresno 

increasing development potential.  The City of 

Porterville incorporated in 1902. The 2019 

estimated population is 59,599. John D. Lollis is 

the City Manager and City Clerk, and Patrice 

Hildreth is the Chief Deputy City Clerk and 

Director of Administrative Services.   [Can’t help 

it! When I think of Porterville, I think of former City 

Manager Charles “Guy” Huffaker.]   

John D. Lollis was hired by Porterville in 2006 to 

serve as the Administrative Services Director and 

then Deputy City Manager in 2007. He was 

appointed City Manager in 2009.  

Donnie Moore was appointed Porterville Parks 

and Leisure Services Director in 2012. He 

replaced retiring Director Milt Stowe, who also 

served as Assistant City Manager. Donnie 

previously served as a Supervisor in the 

Department.   

https://www.mmasc.org/ 
                                                                                                 

Telephone: 877-314-7080                                                                                                                                     

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest associations of its 

kind in the nation, dedicated to the professional 

development of management leaders.                                                                             

President Tanya Spiegel, Ontario 

 

 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

  

 

 

                             

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths 

to issues facing local government. Pat can help you, 

whether you are a City Manager looking for ways to 

turn your city around, or a developer needing 

assistance navigating the complexities of the 

political and/or entitlement process.   

Pat was honored with the League of 

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure 

Award for City Managers of Distinction.                                                                                 

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private partnerships.                                 

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 

http://www.icacities.org/ 

ICA is committed to assisting member cities with 

economic development issues, and support 

legislation that provides cities with additional tools 

for business development, business retention, and 

job creation.  

Sam Olivito, Interim Executive Director                        

Telephone: 310-486-7555 

https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
http://www.icacities.org/
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http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former               

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont,                                       

Kosmont Companies, a certified 

Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) and 

certified Small Business Enterprise (SBE), 

has earned a national reputation and 

is recognized as expert in real estate, financial 

advisory and economic development services.                  

Call and learn how Placentia refinanced lease 

revenue bands and refinanced the City’s unfunded 

pension obligations. 

KOSMONT COMPANIES is an industry leader in 

economic development and real estate advisory 

services.                                                                                                                                      

Mailing Address:  1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                                        

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

  

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint 

Powers Authority (JPA) with the goal 

of helping communities fund critical 

projects. ICFA has assisted funding 

more than $500 million in critical community 

projects, from hospitals to charter schools, municipal 

utilities and housing. 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                      

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

info@ICFAuthority.org 

City Government Executive 

Professional in Tulare County Cities 

 

Tulare is found in the heart of the San Joaquin 

Valley. The city is named for the Tulare Lake, 

once the largest freshwater lake west of the 

Great Lakes. The name Tulare comes from the 

Tule River Indian Tribe of the Tule River 

Reservation. Tulare flourished as the 

headquarters of the railroad in the area. The city 

incorporated in April 1888. The community was 

challenged when in 1891 the railroad moved its 

headquarters to Bakersfield. The 2019 estimate 

population is 65,496. Rob A. Hunt has served as 

the City Manager/City Clerk since June 2019 

and has announced his retirement. Josh 

McDonnell is the Deputy City Manager, and 

Roxanne Yoder is the Chief Deputy City Clerk.  

City Manager Rob Hunt was hired by the city in 

January 1993 as a Parks Supervisor. He became 

a Parks Services Specialist in April 1997, and in 

September 2002 Rob was promoted to 

Associate Planner, and then Senior Planner in 

October 2005. He was appointed Parks, Library 

and Recreation Director in October 2012, and 

became the Community Development Director 

in July 2013. Rob was named Community 

Services Director on April 29, 2017. He was 

appointed City Manager in 2019. Rob earned a 

BS in Industrial Technology from California State 

University, Fresno. Rob has announced that he 

will retire and step down in July 2021.  

                                                                          
 

                                          

Special group sessions for sports teams, 

police and fire departments or other 

groups may be arranged.                                                    
Raw  Performance Coach William Ha, CSCS, 

earned his BS in Kinesiology from California 

State University, Long Beach.  He is a certified    

strength and conditioning coach. 

Call: 714-335-4436                                                                            

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

www.rawperformancesc.com 

http://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
mailto:info@ICFAuthority.org
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 
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City Government Executive 

Professional in Tulare County Cities 

                                                                                                            

Tulare Deputy City Manager Josh 

McDonnell began his public 

service career as a planner with 

the County of Orange in 

December 1996 in Santa Ana. He 

worked as a Senior Planner and 

Chief of Community Planning 

before leaving Orange County in January 2004 

for a Supervising Planner position with the 

County of Santa Barbara. In June 2006 he took 

a planning position with a private company, 

working there for more than 5-years. In 

September 2011 Josh joined the City of Visalia 

staff as Assistant Community Development 

Director and City Planner. He moved to the City 

of Tulare in August 2017, first as Community and 

Economic Development Director, and then in 

October 2019 he was appointed Deputy City 

Manager. Josh earned a BS from California State 

Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo, and 

MURP in urban and regional planning from the 

University of California, Irvine, and an MA in 

political scient from California State University, 

Fullerton.    

 

 

www.mmanc.org 

Monica Davis, President, Community Services 

Manager, City of Hayward 

Jessica Deakyne, Immediate Past President, 

Assistant City Manager, City of Novato   

 

 

 

 

 

www.chwlaw.us 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to 

counsel that is helpful, understandable, and fairly 

priced.                                                                       

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley in 

the Sierra Foothills,   

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law.               

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020).                               

                                                                                           

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700. 

http://www.mmanc.org/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
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https://gonsalvi.com/ 

 
Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; you 

don't need them often but when you do they had better 

work." 

 
Anthony, Jason and Paul Gonsalves 

are expert local government 

lobbyists. The firm represents fifty-plus 

cities and is a key player in city 

legislation. Anthony is a member of 

the CCMF Board. 

 

Call the “Gonsalvi” at                     

Telephone no. 916-441-0597 

925 L Street, Suite 250 Sacramento CA 95814   

 

 

 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue. 

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Avenu has   California Offices in El Dorado Hills, 

Fresno, Pleasanton, Sacramento and Westlake 

Village. 

 

 

Fran Mancia may be reached at 

559-288-7296. Fran is a member of 

the Board of Trustees of the 

California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF).  

 

City Government Executive 

Professional in Tulare County Cities 

 

Visalia, home to the College of the Sequoias, is 

the Tulare County seat. When California 

became a State in 1850, the area that is now 

Tulare County was included in the large County 

of Mariposa. In 1853 Visalia was named the 

county seat of the new Tulare County. Early 

growth in Visalia, located along the Kaweah 

River, can be attributed to the gold rush. In 1859 

Visalia was added to the Butterfield Overland 

Stage route from St. Louis to San Francisco. 

Visalia incorporated in February 1874. The 2019 

estimated population of the city is 134,605. 

Randy Groom is the City Manager, Jason 

Salazar is the Chief of Police and the Fire Chief is 

Douglas McBee. Michelle Nicholson is the Chief 

Deputy City Clerk. 

City Manager Randy Groom has 

served Visalia since January 

2018. He previously served as 

the Exeter City Manager 

between June 2010 and 2018. 

Prior to that Randy worked as 

the Director of Administrative 

Services for the Visalia Unified 

School District. He began his public service 

career as a Crime Analyst Intern for the Fresno 

County Sheriff’s Department (1982-1985).  He 

worked for the Visalia Police Department (1985-

1989) as a Police Specialist/Crime Analyst and 

Reserve Police Officer. In 1989 he joined the 

Visalia city staff as a Systems Analyst and 

Programmer, and in 1994 he became a Deputy 

City Manager (1994-2003). Randy earned a BS 

from California State University, Fresno. In his 

spare time, Randy is a volunteer search and 

rescue K9 handler. 

                                                                            

“A life is not important except in the 

impact it has on other lives.”                       

–Jackie Robinson 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/
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City Government Executive 

Professional in Tulare County Cities 

 

Woodlake was established by land developer 

Gilbert F. Stevenson in 1910. He built a storage 

facility and plotted a town which he named 

“Woodlake.”  The city was incorporated in 

September 1941. The first settler was a miner 

named Tom Davis. Tom started a cattle ranch in 

1853. Ten years later, Reverend Jonathan Blair 

led a wagon train from Missouri and founded a 

community along Bravo Lake that he called 

“Stringtown.” In 1867 most of Stringtown was 

flooded and many of the settlers moved on. The 

2019 estimated population of Woodlake is 7,658. 

The City Administrator is Ramon Lara, and Irene 

Zacarias is the City Clerk.  

Ramon Lara, a Woodlake native, has served as 

the City of Woodlake City Manager since May 

2012. He earned a BA in business management 

economics from the University of California, 

Santa Cruz.  

There are many unincorporated communities in 

Tulare County, including: Advance, Angiola, 

Auckland, Badger, Balance Rock, Blanco, 

Cabin Cove, Cairns Corner, Calgro, 

Johnsondale, Kaweah, North Dinuba, Roads 

End, Rocky Hill, Three Rivers, Ultra, White River, 

Wimp, Yokohl Valley, and Zante. Tulare County 

has an estimated population of 469,407 with a 

0.34% growth rate.  

A look at unincorporated Three Rivers shows a 

population of 2,182. The town’s name comes 

from its geographical location near the junction 

of the North, Middle and South Forks of the 

Kaweah River just above Lake Kaweah. The 

town is near the entrances to the Sequoia and 

Kings Canyon National Parks. A post office was 

established in 1890 for the Kaweah Colony just 

outside of the Town of Three Rivers. Though one 

of the most interesting, Three Rivers is just one of 

the communities with an interesting history. ***  

Retired Duarte City Manager Darrell George and 

retired Deputy City Manager Karen Herrera at Angel 

Stadium in Anaheim for a game just after the team 

released baseball legend Albert Pujols.  

 

Summer vacations are upon us and many are 

taking to the road in the wake of the COVID-19 

pandemic. Be careful out there. 

A 1970s pic of former City Manager Jack Simpson 

and the late State Senator Milton Marks, Jr. of San 

Francisco. Senator Marks died in December 1998.  
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ekapr.com 

The world of communication is changing rapidly and 

so are the tools. Englander Knabe & Allen believes a 

constant, unrelenting focus on the needs of the firm's 

clients is not a service but a necessity. The firm works 

with city governments to develop public-private 

partnership opportunities. 

At Englander Knabe & Allen, you only work with senior 

level staff because the firm only has senior level staff. 

Each of the firm’s members bring substantial 

education, experience and expertise in developing 

communications campaigns for Fortune 500 

companies, financial institutions, entrepreneurial 

companies, trade associations, government 

agencies, educational institutions and non-profit 

organizations. Englander Knabe & Allen does not 

employ account executives; rather, strategy and 

implementation are provided only by partners and 

vice presidents. 

Englander Knabe & Allen combines powerful 

processes - Strategic Thinking + Solid Fundamental 

Tactics - into a communications tool that has 

provided clients with successful outcomes for more 

than 40 years.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Contact Information: 
Corporate Office 

801 South Figueroa Street, Suite 1050 

Los Angeles, California 90017 

 

Telephone:  213-741-1500 

FAX:             213-747-4900 

 

Sacramento Office 

1730 ‘L’ Street, Suite 3 

Sacramento, California 95814 

 

Telephone: 916-492-9512 

Mobile:       916-690-0023 

  

info@englanderpr.com 

 

 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is a strategic 

communications firm specializing in government 

affairs, political campaigns, reputation and crisis 

communications, association management and   

litigation support. 

 

EKA produces results for its clients across a diverse 

range of practice areas. We achieve this through our 

deep bench of team members augmented by a 

roster of experienced specialists we enlist to bring 

specific skills tailored to the client’s needs. Only 

senior-level personnel with significant public and 

private sector expertise are employed. EKA team 

members have many years of public and private 

sector experience and deep relationships in 

government throughout Southern California. 
 

Harvey Englander founded EKA in 2005. He 

has been at the center of California’s public and 

business life for more than 40-years. As a strategic 

planner, Harvey has created and successfully 

executed numerous public relations and public 

affairs campaigns covering a wide variety of 

industries. Englander Knabe & Allen specialize in 

developing and implementing Position –A- Strategies 

for its clients, public or private. Harvey is a UCLA 

graduate.  

 

Matt Knabe is the Managing Partner. He is one 

of the founding partners. Matt specializes in political 

consulting, public affairs, government relations and 

issues, and communications strategy and community 

relations.  In addition to his work, Matt is personally 

involved in giving back to the community. He is 

currently President of the Paramount Education 

Project. Matt graduated from Pepperdine University 

in 1996, were he played for the Pepperdine University 

Men’s Golf Team. It is hard to find someone with 

better interaction with local city managers, and 

elected officials than Matt. 

Marcus A. Allen is a former Chief Deputy 

Controller in Los Angeles and Deputy Chief of Staff in 

charge of operations and finance in the Mayor’s 

office. Prior to working for Los Angeles, among other 

posts, Marcus worked as the Chief Deputy at the Los 

Angeles County Probation Department, and as a 

Public Affairs Planner for the Southern California Gas 

Company. He earned a BA from UCLA and a MPPS 

from the University of Chicago.   

http://ekapr.com/
mailto:info@englanderpr.com


 

 

 

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management                              Page | 14   

May, 2021 Special                                                                                                 Volume No. 14:  Issue No. 08 
                                                        

borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

Picking Up the Pieces: San 

Clemente Interim City Manager 

Erik Sund has been selected to be 

the next San Clemente City 

Manager. Erik worked with former 

City Manager James Makshanoff 

and Interim City Manager Bob 

Dunek for the past 6-years. James 

left in January 2020 for a position in Pomona, and 

Bob, who came out of retirement from his Lake Forest 

City Manager post, left in June. Erik has served as 

Interim City Manager since Bob left. Erik previoulsy 

worked as the Director of Financial Managemet in 

Long Beach, purchasing Manager in Downey, and 

he was a Senior Buyer for the City of Irvine. Enrique C. 

Zaldivar is the new Chief Executive Officer (City 

Manager) for the City of Baldwin Park. Enrique will 

replace longtime CEO Shannnon Yauchzee, who is 

retiring after 7-years in the position. Enrique previously 

served 13-years as the General Manager for the Los 

Angeles Sanitation and Environment District (LASAN). 

He began his career in 1985 as an Associate Engineer 

with the City of Los Angeles. Enrique, after attending 

classes at the University of California, Los Angeles 

(UCLA), earned a BS in civil environmental 

engineering from California State Polytechnical 

University, Pomona. He will start his new Baldwin Park 

assignment on June 7, 2021. San Joaquin County 

Sheriff Pat Withrow told the Lathrop City Council that 

there will be no more service contracts between the 

Sheriff’s Office and the city as long as the Lathrop 

City Manager is Stephen J. Salvatore. Lathrop is in the 

process of transitioning to its own police department 

after more than 30-years of contract law 

enforcement services from the San Joaquin County 

Sheriff’s Department. The Sheriff contends that the 

City owes a million dollars on the current services 

contract. Steve has served as City Manager since 

September 2012. Before that he was the Deputy City 

Manager and then served as Interim City Manager in 

Lathrop. City Manager Christopher Boyd will retire this 

month after a long law enforcement and 

management career. He has worked for the City of 

Citrus Heights for the past 16-years. Chris served as 

the Chief of Police in Menlo Park from March 2002 

until January 2006 when he became the Chief of 

Police of Citrus Heights. Chris began serving as sthe 

Citrus Heights City Manager in October 2016. He 

graduated from the FBI National Academy in 1999.  

He also earned a BS from the University of Idaho and 

an MPA from the College of Notre Dame. He is a past 

Presidentof the CAlifonria Police Chiefs Association 

(2014-2015).  

 

“Make happy memories!” --Anonymous 

Iconic San Diego by Interim City Manager in Coronado 

Mark Ochenduszko. Mark is a professional Fine Art 

Photographer. https://www.markochenduszko.com/ 

 

Steve McClary is the new Interim City Manager in the 

City of Malibu. Steve previously worked as the 

Assistant City Manager in Camarillo, and as the City 

Manager in the City of Ojai. He began his local 

government career in 1997 in the City of Fillmore. He 

was a newspaper reporter in Fillmore before 

embarking on his public management career. 

Lauren Lai is the new Director of Finance for the City 

of Milpitas. Lauren is a CPA and previoulsy served as 

Finance Director for the City of Monterey. She is also 

the former Finance Director in Marina and Capitola. 

Lauren earned a BS in accounting from San Jose 

State University, and an MPA from the University of 

Missouri. She succeeds Finance Director Wlter 

Rossman, who is not the Milpitas Deputy City 

Manager. Former Pleasant Hill City Manager James 

Alkire passed away April 22, 2021 at the age of 86. 

Jim began his public service career in Highland Park, 

Illinois where he served as Assistant City Manager and 

Finance Director (1964-1966). In 1966 he moved to 

Centralia, Illinois as City Manager. Jim moved to 

California in 1970 to become the Pleasant Hill City 

Manager until his retirement in 1987. Jim was an avid 

Oakland A’s fan. A Celebration of Life was held May 

8 at the Pleasant Hill Community Center.  Retired City 

Manager Joe Tanner said, “Jim was a great guy, 

smart as hell and a very tough person to follow as the 

Pleasant Hill City Manager. He was unquestionably 

one of the best in the business and always supported 

me.” Jim earned a BA from the University of Texas 

and a Masters degree from the University of 

Pennsylvania.  In 1986 he was recognized with a 20-

year ICMA Service Award. 

 

Former Pasadena City Manager and 

past President of the City Managers’ 

Department of the League.           

Cynthia Kurtz  

https://www.markochenduszko.com/
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More Pieces Picked Up: Tom 

Hatch served as the City 

Manager in the City of Costa 

Mesa from March 2011 until 

December 2018. Tom earned 

a BA and an MPA from 

California State University, Fullerton.  He currently 

serves as the Chief Human Resources Officer for the 

County of Orange.  Indicating that he finds the State 

regulatory structure coercive, Galt City Council 

Member Jay Vandenburg asked, “Has anyone ever 

pushed back on them (the State) to drop the fees to 

actually make it easier to build affordable housing?” 

Galt City Council Member Rich Lozano said the State 

is blackmailing local jurisdictions with grants and 

revenues. Lorenzo Hines, Jr. is the Galt City Manager. 

 

SHORTS: *Cerritos Senior Business License Officer Arcy 

Hinojosa is planning to retire after 30-years of PERS 

service, and she may be looking to fill her time with a 

new private sector position. *Temecula City Council 

Member Jessica Alexander received criticism after 

referring to COVID-19, which originated in China, as 

the “China Virus.” *Murrieta City Manager Kimberley 

Summers was selected by Assembly Member Kelly 

Seyarto to received the 2021 Woman of the Year 

Award for the 67th Assembly District. 

*Joseph M. Tanner, Sr., the CEO at JT 

Associates in Pleasant Hill, a Life 

Member of ICMA, served as City 

Manager in Galt, Emeryville, Pleasant 

Hill, Pacifica and Vallejo. *Randy Davis, 

former Director of Parks and Recreation for the City 

of American Canyon, a supporter of live music 

performances, says, “Parks make life better.” *Retired 

Indio City Manager Mark Scott (2017-2021) previously 

served as City Manager in Beverly Hills (1990-2003), 

Spartanburg, South Carolina (2003-2009), Culver City 

(2009-2010), Fresno (2010-2013), Burbank (2013-2016), 

and San Bernardino (2016-2017). *Bishop City 

Attorney Dean J. Pucci is the son of Inyo County 

Supervisor Rick Pucci, who is a former Bishop City 

Administrator and Assistant City Manager in Temple 

City.*Calistoga Parks and Recreation Director Rachel 

Melick previously worked as an Aquatic Director for 

the Tiburon Peninsula Club (2008-2015) and as a 

Program Coordinator for Sonoma County Regional 

Parks (2015-2016) after earning a BA from San Jose 

State University. *Jennifer Pierce, a Marketing 

Professional and Proposal Specialist with HdL 

Companies for nearly 10-years, who earned a BA 

from California State University, Fullerton, once 

worked as Public Relations Assistant for Capitol 

Records (1989-1992). *Every City Manager is seeking 

direction moving forward regarding public events.*** 

A large gathering assembled to celebrate             

Matt Knabe’s birthday on February 26. Matt is the 

managing partner at EKA. That is Matt on the right in 

the blue shirt. A belated Happy Birthday Matt!  

 

Notes and Letters from Readers: 
 

Wanted to touch base and provide you my current 

email following my retirement from HdL Companies 

in December. I so enjoy staying up to date on all the 

local government goings-on.  I believe you are 

moving to new digs in the Palm Springs area. Quite 

a change in scenery but you will be joining an 

impressive cadre of retired CM's. 

 

This has certainly been a challenging time but 

hopefully life will more closely resemble normal 

once the vaccine is more broadly distributed so we 

can all avoid the scourge of this disease.  

 

Your initiative (and Susan's) is important to keep us 

connected. 

--Denise Ovrom  

 

Moving to another home is a no fun, very difficult 

experience, particularly at senior citizen age.  I’m 

hopeful that you’ll enjoy the new home and the 

desert.   

Be happy and healthy. 

--Lou Shepard 

 

Thank you, Jack. I can honestly say that I learned a 

lot about perspective and job balance from you, 

my friend.  I’ve always appreciated your advice 

and comments over the years.  

--Jeff Stewart 

 
NOTE: I am most proud to be “friend” to many dedicated 

professionals, who served and continue to serve the 

public in local government…where the rubber meets the 

road. You contribute on the front lines and the public 

should be grateful for your service…I am.                                                               

---Jack A. Simpson,                                                             

Trackdown Management 


