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Kevin O’Rourke, Rachael Sanders and Mitch Barker 

of Public Agency Retirement Services (PARS). For 

more than 35-years, PARS has provided retirement 

plan and trust solutions designed exclusively for 

public agencies. Mitch is the PARS Executive Vice 

President, Rachel is a Senior Manager, Consulting, 

and Kevin is a Senior Municipal Consultant. Kevin is a 

retired Fairfield City Manager, and former ICMA 

Regional Vice President and past President of the 

City Managers’ Department of the League of 

California Cities. Mitch is the 2016 CCMF Corporate 

Sponsor Award recipient, and Kevin was the 

recipient of the 2005 CCMF City Manager Award.  

City of Fairfield                                      

City Manager Roster 
 

In partial response to a reader’s suggestion, we 

have pieced together a list of City Managers 

who have worked for the City of Fairfield in 

Solano County. We may have missed someone, 

and we apologize if we did. Please recognize 

our research time constraints and copy space. 

Fairfield is in the North Bay area of San Francisco 

Bay. It is generally at the mid-point between 

Sacramento and San Francisco. It is the home of 

Travis Air Force Base. Fairfield incorporated in 

December 1903. Its 2019 estimate population is 

117,133.  

Some career profiles of city managers and other 

public agency staff members are unavailable 

online. Some refrain from posting profiles, 

making their information hard to find. Please 

believe we try to present good information. 

Again, apologies to those we miss.  
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borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

 

 

Retired City Managers Gregory Korduner and the late 

Howard Chambers at a past “Proof of Life” lunch in         

La Mirada. The Southern California group met on 

Thursday, September 30. This picture was taken on 

Wednesday, September 20, 2017.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided 

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like 

the Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and 

the PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400 

clients address unfunded obligations and lower 

liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS 

is the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                            

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356 or 

kevin@kolgs.com 

City of Fairfield                                      

City Manager Roster 

 

Fairfield was founded in 1856 

by clipper ship Captain 

Robert H. Waterman. He 

named the new community 

for his hometown of Fairfield, 

Connecticut. In addition to 

being known as the home of 

Travis Air Force Base, Fairfield 

is also the site of the headquarters of Jelly Belly 

jellybeans, a favorite candy of former U.S. 

President Ronald Reagan.     

Fairfield City Manager Contact Information 

1000 Webster Street 

Fairfield, California, 94533                                           

Phone:  707-428-7400 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 

 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; 
you don't need them often but when you do they had 

better work." 

 
Anthony, Jason and Paul Gonsalves are expert local 

government lobbyists. The firm represents fifty-plus 

cities and is a key player in city legislation. The firm 

works closely with the League of 

California Cities.  

 

Anthony Gonsalves is a longtime 

member of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF) 

Board. 

 
“Jason, A million thanks to you and your firm for all your 

help on the adventure! Simply amazing what you guys 

have done.” 

--Gary Nordquist, City Manager 

 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

925 L Street, Suite 250                                                

Sacramento California 95814  

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
tel:+1-707-428-7400
https://gonsalvi.com/
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with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

  

 

 

Trackdown Posse Roster                                                
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager 

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Paul Philips, Former City Manager, Bell    

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Cofounder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Posse Roster:  
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                             

Dave Carmany, West Covina, City Manager                                                                                 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Sam Olivito, Interim Executive Director, ICA 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon                                                                                                                            

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

Lee C. McDougal, Retired Montclair City Manager  

Mark Scott, Lincoln Interim City Manager   

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Jeff Mathieu, Retired Big Bear Lake, City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

                                                                       
City Manager Newsletter                                         

by Trackdown Management 
                                                                                                         

Jack A. and Susan Simpson 

 
www.trackdownmanagement.net 

 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

 

10 Claret                                                                    

Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 

Telephone: 562-896-5424 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former               

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont,                                  

Larry is a Member of the Pepperdine 

Graziadio Business School Board                                      

Kosmont Companies serves the needs 

of cities, counties, quasi-governmental agencies, 

private companies, developers and non-profit 

organizations including educational institutions 

across California.  

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges and solutions. A 

transactional firm that takes a hands-on approach 

to economic development focused on successful 

outcomes.                              

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

 

 

 
https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 

 

Former City Administrator 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849 

          FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations with a 

specialized emphasis on:  Mobile Home Park 

Acquisitions-Program Administration and Oversight 

Agent Services; Mortgage Program Administration 

Services; Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development.                                                                                                             
Wolf & Company Inc. 

560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
http://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

 City of Fairfield                                      

City Manager Roster 

 

Byron Gale Wilson, born in July 1929, passed 

away at his Auburn home on September 1, 2020. 

Gale served as City Manager for 32-years; from 

March 1956 until August 1988. He was appointed 

City Manager at the age of 26. Prior to moving 

to Fairfield, B. Gale served as Assistant City 

Manager in the City of Buena Park (January 

1954-January 1956). He celebrated his 91st 

birthday in July 2020. Well-liked by the 

community, there is a B. Gale Wilson Boulevard, 

and a school named for him. It has been said 

that Gale was the architect of what Fairfield has 

become over the years. When he passed away, 

he was survived by 10 children and many 

grandchildren. He earned a BS from Brigham 

Young University. He was presented with an 

ICMA Distinguished Service Award in 1988.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://synchronicityassociates.com/  
      

SynchroniCITY Associates: Founded upon a simple 

premise: most government related proposals are 

either destined to succeed or fail at the moment 

they are made public. 

 

Governance from smart strategy to effective 

implementation. Expert at policy and advocacy. 

 

Founded by John Russo;  
the only person in California who 

has been a City Council Member, 

a City Attorney, and a City 

Manager. 

                 
John@synchroniCITYassociates.com 

 

Telephone: 949-435-9737 

Margaret Clark of the Rosemead City Council;  

Frank G. Tripepi, former Rosemead City Manager 

and a Senior Vice President with Willdan; Frank’s 

wife Rhonda Tripepi; and Gloria Molleda, Rosemead 

City Manager at a dinner for participants of the 

2021 California Contract Cities Annual Seminar. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Madaffer of San Diego and League of California 

Cities past President and retired City Manager    

John Russo at the 2021 Annual League Conference. 

Jim is the CEO of Madaffer Enterprises Inc. and John 

is the founder of SynchroniCITY. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retired City Manager Dennis Courtemarche and his 

wife Kathy Courtemarche with their new puppy, 

Baby Doug, a Miniature Australian Shepherd from 

Buellton. Dennis retired in 2006 from Pico Rivera.  

https://synchronicityassociates.com/
mailto:John@synchroniCITYassociates.com
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Post Office Box 52152 

Irvine, California 92619 

www.tripepismith.com 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Special group sessions for sports teams, police and 

fire departments or other groups may be arranged.                                      

 

Raw Performance Coach        

William Ha, CSCS, earned his BS in 

Kinesiology from California State 

University, Long Beach. He is a 

certified strength and conditioning 

coach. Call: 714-335-4436     

                                                                                           

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 90720   

www.rawperformancesc.com 

 

“Quality begins on the inside…then                         

works its way out.” 

---Bob Moawad of the Edge Learning Institute 

City of Fairfield                                      

City Manager Roster 

 

Charles “Charlie” A. Long, a mixed-use 

developer in the Bay Area, served as the City 

Manager in Fairfield between September 1988 

and May 1996. He came to Fairfield in March 

1978 working in redevelopment until October 

1981, when he was appointed to the Director of 

Finance position. Charlie became Assistant City 

Manager in November 1984, and he stepped up 

to serve as Acting City Manager in 1988 before 

he was made Fairfield City Manager in 

September of that year. Since leaving Fairfield, 

Charlie has served as Interim City Manager in 

Pinole and Hercules and as Interim Town 

Manager in Mammoth Lakes.  Charlie earned a 

BA from Brown University in Rhode Island, and a 

MPP from the University of California, Berkeley. 

He served in the United States Army as an 

infantry sergeant.  

 

 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue. 

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Avenu has California Offices in El Dorado Hills, 

Fresno, Pleasanton, Sacramento and              

Westlake Village.                                                                         

 

Fran Mancia may be reached at    

559-288-7296. Fran is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).  

Fran was elected as a University of 

California Alumni Regent in 2016. 

http://www.tripepismith.com/
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
https://www.avenuinsights.com/
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City of Fairfield                                      

City Manager Roster 

                                                                               

Gerald R. Davis was appointed Interim City 

Manager in Fairfield in June 1996. Jerry began 

his public service career in 1962 as a Personnel 

Tech in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He joined 

the city staff in Vallejo in July 1965 as Assistant to 

the City Manager. In December 1966 he was 

promoted to Assistant City Manager in Vallejo.  

He left there in June 1971 to become the City 

Manager for Fridley, Minnesota. He returned to 

Vallejo in August 1973 as City Manager. He left 

that assignment in September 1978 and worked 

in private business until his appointment as 

Interim City Manager in Fairfield. Jerry earned a 

BA from Washington State College and an MGA 

from the University of Pennsylvania. He was born 

in June 1935. 

 

 

 

 

www.chwlaw.us 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to 

counsel that is helpful, understandable, and fairly 

priced.               

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law.               

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020). 

 

https://chwlaw.us/newsletter-library/ 

 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700; 

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 

http://www.nwfg.com/    

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment 

banking firm providing underwriting and financial 

advisory services to public agencies, and 

implementation of special tax methodologies. 

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates 

of Participation, and general obligation bond 

financings, tax allocation refunding, revenue and 

expense projections modeling.                                                                     

 

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s                               

President Pam Newcomb. 

 

 

6842 Embarcadero Lane                                                          

Carlsbad, California 92011 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

 

https://www.munienvironmental.com/ 

http://www.chwlaw.us/
https://chwlaw.us/newsletter-library/
http://www.nwfg.com/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
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www.brandywinedev.com 
 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim L. Barisic founded Brandywine in 

1994. Jim and two of his sons         

Brett Whitehead, and David Barisic                        

direct Brandywine Homes.  

 

Some of the Projects that are selling now are in the 

Cities of San Dimas, Whittier, Anaheim, and Duarte. 

Coming soon are projects in                                   

Norwalk, and Placentia.  

                                                                                       

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

UPTON, Carson, CA 

Now Pre-Selling! 

Another Brandywine Homes 

Development 

 

Brandywine Homes focuses on helping to revitalize 

established neighborhoods and convert 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

 

This picture is by retired City Manager                  

Mark Ochenduszko. He writes: It’s all fun and games 

until…someone loses an ear. This is a mature black 

bear in the Grand Tetons. He was up in a 

huckleberry bush, loading up preparing for winter 

hibernation. This portrait shows how hard life is in the 

wild, he somehow lost an ear. Patty drove and I 

road in the backseat to make this image. We saw six 

bears in Grand Tetons, one of which was a grizzly. 

City of Fairfield                                      

City Manager Roster 

 

Kevin O’Rourke, a 

graduate of La Salle 

University, is the owner of 

KOLGS, a management 

consulting firm based in 

Fairfield. Kevin is an ICMA 

Credentialed Manager, 

retired. After graduating 

from college, Kevin worked in the private sector 

for a couple of years before he joined the city 

staff in Stanton in 1977 as the Director of Human 

Resources. In 1981 he was elevated to Assistant 

to the City Manager, and in 1982 he was 

appointed Stanton City Manager and City 

Clerk. Kevin left Stanton in 1985 and accepted 

the position of City Manager in the City of Buena 

Park. After a dozen years in Buena Park, Kevin 

was recruited to serve as the City Manager in 

the City of Fairfield starting in 1997. Kevin retired 

from Fairfield in 2008 and established his own 

consulting firm, KOLGS. Kevin served as Interim 

City Manager in Stockton (2009-2010), Interim 

City Manager in Woodland (2011-2012), and 

Interim City Manager in Santa Ana in 2013. He 

also served as the General Services Director in 

the County of Solano in 2010-2011. Kevin 

received a 30-year ICMA Service Award in 2007. 

He served on the ICMA Executive Board as a 

Regional Vice President in 2000-2003, and as 

President of the City Managers’ Department of 

the League of California Cities in 1997-1998. 

Kevin is a former member of the CAL-ICMA 

Board, and he was a member of the Board of 

Trustees of the California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF). Kevin is currently a Senior 

Consultant for PARS (707-249-5356).  

 

 “When you have fun, it changes all 

the pressure into pleasure.” 

--Ken Griffey, Jr.  

 

http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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City of Fairfield                                      

City Manager Roster 

 

Sean P. Quinn served as an 

Economic Development Specialist 

for the Park Community Services 

starting in 1981. He worked for the 

City of Fairfield as the Assistant 

Director of Planning between 1985 

and 1992. Then he worked as the 

Principal of the Sean Quinn Associates in 1992-

1994. Sean returned to the City of Fairfield in 

1994 as the Director of Community 

Development, and he was selected to serve as 

City Manager in 2007 and worked in that post 

until he retired in 2014. Sean then went to work 

for the Solano EDC as a Consultant. He was 

appointed Interim President/CEO of the Solano 

Economic Development Corporation in August 

2021. He earned a BA from the University of 

California, Santa Barbara, and completed 

graduate work in business at California State 

University, Chico. Sean received a 30-years 

ICMA Service Award in 2013. Sean is a former 

member of the Board of Trustees of the 

California City Management Foundation 

(CCMF).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A beautiful Coachella Valley desert sky! 

   www.cjpia.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.contractcities.org 

Marcel Rodarte,                    

Executive Director 

                                                                                       California Contract Cities 

Association      

 

Contract Services provide another valuable tool in 

the service-delivery tool belt of local government. 

When services can be cost-effectively provided 

through a contract service provider, expensive in-

house organization may be avoided to economize. 

 

 

 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210                                  

Cerritos, California 90703                                              

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

 

http://www.cjpia.org/
http://www.contractcities.org/
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http://rwglaw.com/ 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                    

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

 

Practical advice and well-analyzed solutions come 

from listening carefully and asking the right 

questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California 

City Management Foundation 

(CCMF).     

                                                                     

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 
 

 

 

                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

www.usi.com 

USI has developed sophisticated employee  

benefit programs for public entities for more than 

30-years.  USI helps agencies design innovative    

benefit solutions and provide benefit education  

to bargaining units. 

  
For more information contact          

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010 or 

gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                                     

 

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                              

Torrance, CA 90503    

City of Fairfield                                      

City Manager Roster 

 

David White resigned his 

position as Fairfield City 

Manager May 2019 so he 

could accept the 

Deputy City Manager 

position in the City of 

Berkeley. David was 

appointed Fairfield City 

Manager in June 2014 

when City Manager 

Sean Quinn retired. Prior to becoming City 

Manager, David served as the Director of 

Finance and Assistant City Manager starting in 

February 2013. He came to work for the City of 

Fairfield in 2004 as a Senior Project Manager in 

the Economic Development Department. 

Before joining the Fairfield city staff, David 

worked as an investment banker in New York 

and San Francisco. He also worked in real estate 

and urban economics. David was selected to 

serve as the City Manager in the City of Santa 

Monica August 2021. He replaces City Manager 

Rick Cole, who resigned in April 2020. Interim 

City Managers served since Rick left. David is 

from the Los Angeles area and earned a BA in 

psychology and anthropology from the 

University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), and 

a master’s degree in city planning from the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).  

 

 

 

 

www.mmanc.org 

                                                                                

Monica Davis, President, Community Services 

Manager, City of Hayward                                              

http://rwglaw.com/
http://www.usi.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.mmanc.org/
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City of Fairfield                                      

City Manager Roster 

 

Stefan T. Chatwin served 

as an officer in the United 

States Air Force from 1993 

to 1999. After working in 

the private sector from 

1999 to 2001, he joined the 

city staff in Ogden, Utah in 

2001 as the Director of 

Community Services. In 

2004 Stefan became the 

City Manager in Santaquin, Utah, serving in that 

position until 2008. Santaquin was originally 

settled in late 1851. The 2019 estimated 

population of the city is 12,865. Stefan became 

City Administrator in Hayden, Idaho in 2009; a 

city with an estimated population of 15,434. 

Stefan worked there until he came to California 

in 2016 to become the City Manager in Imperial. 

He started his Fairfield City Manager tenure on 

December 30, 2019. Stefan earned a BA in 

international relations from Brigham Young 

University. He received a 10-year ICMA Service 

Award in 2013. He is an ICMA Credentialed 

Manager. 
 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint Powers 

Authority (JPA) helping communities 

fund critical projects. ICFA has assisted 

funding more than $500 million in critical community 

projects, from hospitals to charter schools, municipal 

utilities and housing. 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                      

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 
info@ICFAuthority.org 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

  

 

 

                             

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths 

to issues facing local government. Pat can help you, 

whether you are a City Manager looking for ways to 

turn your city around, or a developer needing 

assistance navigating the complexities of the 

political and/or entitlement process.   

Pat was honored with the League of 

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure 

Award for City Managers of Distinction.                                                                                 

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private partnerships.                                 

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Gonsalves of the Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

lobbying firm, and Willdan executive and retired 

City Manager Frank G. Tripepi. Longtime friends! 

https://www.icfauthority.org/
mailto:info@ICFAuthority.org
http://www.patwestllc.com/
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http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager 

Robert "Bob" Hinderliter,                                                                

HdL expanded and improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City Manager                             

Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s retired                  

Executive Chairman.                      

Andy Nickerson is the President. 

Other members of the HdL team 

include: Paula Cone; Tom Bachman; 

Paula Barr; Vikki Beatley; Rob Braulik; 

Ken Brown; Nichole Cone; Josh Davis; Darlyne 

Demeduk; David McPherson; Matt Eaton; Ajay 

Kolluri; Amy Flanigan; Richard Fletcher; Barry Foster; 

Robert Gray; Joel Hermann; Robin Humphrey; 

Howard Longballa; Ken Nordhoff, Cheryl Murase; 

Luis Nunez; Angela Tsui; Wayne Padilla; Bret Plumlee; 

Robin Sturdivant; David Schey; Tracy Vesely; Susie 

Woodstock and Bobby Young. 

HdL Companies offers diverse services that include: 

allocation audits, economic analysis and program 

software regarding Sales Tax, and Property Tax, and 

Economic Development Services. 

HdL Companies services provide the revenue and 

key economic insights required to effectively lead a 

local government agency. 

Office: 120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California 

https://www.mmasc.org/                                                                                                             

 

President Tany Spiegel, Ontario 

                                                                                       

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest associations 

of its kind in the nation. 

 

City of Fairfield                                      

City Manager Roster 

 

Fairfield Assistant City 

Manager David Gassaway 

began his public services 

career in May 2009 as a 

Management Analyst in the 

City of Rancho Cordova. He 

worked as the Rancho 

Cordova Assistant to the City 

Manager from April 2013 until May 2014 when he 

took a similar position in the City of Indian Wells. 

In July 2016 David became the Community 

Development Director in Indian Wells. In April 

2019 he was appointed City Manager in the City 

of Solvang. He left there after only six-months 

and became a City Manager in transition. He 

worked as a Special Projects Coordinator for the 

City of Pismo Beach in 2020. He left City 

Manager Jim Lewis’ office in March 2020 to 

become the Assistant City Manager 

(Community and Economic Development) in 

the City of Fairfield. David earned a BA from San 

Diego State University and an MPA from the 

University of San Francisco School of 

Management. 

Mount San Antonio, commonly known as “Mount 

Baldy” is a peak in the San Gabriel Mountains. It lies 

in the Angeles National Forest. The iron plaque was 

installed in the late 1930’s by the CCC. Winter hikes 

along Mt. Baldy’s Devil’s Backbone have taken 

many lives of unprepared hikers. The summit 

provides a challenging hike. Be careful out there!  

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://www.mmasc.org/
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City of Fairfield                                      

City Manager Roster 

                                                                                      

It is difficult to think of writing about Fairfield 

public management without including retired 

longtime Solano County Administrator Michael 

D. Johnson. Mike retired as the Solano County 

Administrator in 2011 after 38-years; 19-years at 

the helm of Solano County. He came to Solano 

County, with its offices in Fairfield, in 1992. He 

had previously worked as the Chief Executive 

Officer for Shasta County for five years. Mike 

began his public service career in May 1972 as 

an Administrative Assistant in Boulder, Colorado. 

In July 1972. In July 1973 Mike went to work for 

San Mateo County as an Administrative Analyst. 

In July 1975 he was promoted to Senior 

Administrative Analyst. Mike became the 

Executive Officer to Monterey County Local 

Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) in 

December 1977. He was hired as the Monterey 

County Deputy Administrative Officer in April 

1981 and became the Assistant Administrative 

Officer in July 1983. Mike left Monterey County in 

November 1987 to become the Chief Executive 

Officer in the County of Shasta. He worked there 

until he joined Solano County in August 1992. 

Michael has served in several leadership 

positions with the County Administrative 

Officer’s Association of California (CAOAC), 

California State Association of Countries 

(CSAC), National Association of Counties 

(NACo), National Association of County 

Administrators (NACA), and the Cal-ICMA. From 

2004 to 2005 Mike served as President of both 

the CAOAC and Cal-ICMA.  

                                                                                   

“Running into a city manager that was never 

terminated from employment would probably be a 

rarity.”                                                                                                                                                                     

--Tom Westbrook, Red Bluff Community 

Development Director & Former Ceres City 

Manager, 

 

 

 

 

www.ekapr.com 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists. 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA,                        

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honored to have Pismo Beach City Manager        

Jim Lewis visit us at our new location in            

Rancho Mirage. Always nice to be remembered. 

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
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www.usi.com 

Experience the USI ONE Advantage® and 

learn how their Public Entity Practice can help 

manage the risks of public sector 

organizations, providing improved protection 

and cost control. 

 

USI has developed sophisticated employee 

benefit programs for public entities for more than 

30-years. USI helps agencies design innovative 

benefit solutions and provide benefit education 

to bargaining units.  

                                                                      

USI began in 1994 with a single office of $6.5 

million of revenue and 40 associates. Today, USI 

is approaching $2 billion in revenue with more 

than 6,000 associates in more than 150 offices 

across the country. 

 

USI has served more than 150,000 clients meeting 

their property & casualty, employee benefit, 

personal risk and retirement needs nationwide. 

USI has more than 100 years of consulting and 

brokerage experience through its acquired 

agencies, with local offices dating back in their 

communities as far as the late 1800s. USI 

combines industry leading national capabilities 

delivered through a longstanding, passionate 

and committed local service teams.  

 

USI stands for Understand, Service and 

Innovate. At USI we work to Understand the 

specific needs of our clients, to provide an 

unparalleled local Service experience, and 

to Innovate with cutting edge solutions so our 

clients can continue to invest and grow. 

At USI, we are proud of the deep roots we 

have in our communities. With agency 

offices dating back over 100 years in their 

local neighborhoods, USI teams have a 

passion for getting involved and helping 

others who are in need. 

USI associates give their time, talent and 

treasure across the country through USI Gives 

Back — where each of the Company’s more 

than 150 offices participate in local 

community service during the year. 

For more information contact Gary Delaney or                       

Kristin Yokoyama at (424) 390-0000 

New contact information:  

Office: (424) 390-0010 | Email: 

gary.delaney@usi.com                               

21250 Hawthorne Boulevard, 

Suite 600, Torrance, CA 90503 

 

USI stands for Understand, Service and 

Innovate 

Investing in our communities 

http://www.usi.com/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/the-usi-one-advantage/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/community-investment/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/community-investment/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
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Picking Up the Pieces: Former 

Hermosa Beach Chief of Police Sharon 

Papa is the new Interim City Manager 

in the City of Palos Verdes Estates 

following the resignation of City 

Manager Laura Guglielmo. Laura was 

appointed City Manager in May 2020. 

She left to accept the position of Assistant Executive 

Officer for the Los Angeles County Employees 

Retirement Association (LACERA). Sharon served as 

the Hermosa Beach Chief of Police from October 

2013 to October 2019. Sharon earned a BS in business 

management from the University of Redlands. Sharon 

had a 40-year law enforcement career, retiring in 

October 2019. Prior to Hermosa Beach, she worked 

with the Los Angeles Police Department. Palos 

Verdes Estates is retaining an Executive Recruitment 

firm to help find a new City Manager. Retired Baldwin 

Park CEO/City Manager Shannon Yauchzee is the 

new Interim City Manager in the City of Fontana 

replacing City Manager Mark Denny, who 

announced his resgnation earlier in September. 

Shannon previously served as the Public Works 

Director in the City of West Covina for 18-years. 

Pasadena City Manager Steve Mermell will retire with 

his last day in office on December 2, 2021. Steve has 

worked for the City of Pasadena for nearly 33-years; 

his last 5-years as City Manager. He started with 

Pasadena in 1989, became the Interim City Manager 

in February 2016, getting the permanent 

appointment about a year later. He said, “I’m old 

enough to retire and young enough to get better at 

golf.” Assistant City Manager Nicholas Rodriquez has 

labelled Steve as “humble and humorous.” San Jose 

Deputy City Manager Lee Wilcox is the new Assistant 

City Manager working with City Manager Jennifer 

Maguire, who previously served as Assistant City 

Manager. Lee will also assume the responsibities of 

the city’s Chief Operating Officer. He earned a 

Master of Publice Administration in Public Policy and 

Administration in Local Government from the 

University of Colorado, Denver. He earned a BA from 

Sonoma State University. He is a former Chief of Staff 

for former San Jose City Council Member Nancy Pyle. 

 

Here is the youngest 

Trackdown grandchild,  

Two-year old 

Lei Lei of 

Buena Park. Her Daddy 

works at the                        

Raw Performance gym in 

Los Alamitos. 

Thumbs up from Lei Lei. 

 

Letters and Notes from Our Readers:  

Thanks for the shoutout again.  Hope all is well with 

you.  Have you moved into your new home 

yet?  We will be neighbors.  We are in Desert Falls 

Country Club.                                                                                                                               

--Dave Caretto 

You should have received the notice on. Vern 

Hazen’s passing away.  Kevin sent it on his list and I 

would be most grateful if you would send it on your 

SoCal list if you have not already done so.                      

--Rod Wood 

As many ex-city folks do I occasional watch city 

council videos from the cities where I have 

worked.  Mostly to see how these cities are doing 

and also to watch some of the hilarious things that 

are discussed.  Public Comments can bring out 

some interesting people to the podium as you 

know. 

With all the stress and disfunction that goes on in 

cities these days I thought it might be fun to add a 

section to your city manager newsletter that has 

links to funny situations that take place in a council 

meeting.  I was watching the City of San Bernardino 

Council Meeting from July 21st of this year and 

about 47:30 minutes in there were two speakers, 

sunburnt to a crisp, talking about climate change.  It 

was hilarious. You should pull it up. 

Just an idea. Others can contribute to the links and 

it might be fun for our city government family to 

watch!                                                                                                

--Bill Manis  

NOTE: We have no problem doing this if someone 

wants to provide the content.  

 

Providing innovative risk 

management solutions. 

California JPIA is one of the 

largest municipal self-insurance 

pools in the State.  

Call Jon Shull, Chief Executive 

Officer at 562-467-8700. 
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More Pieces Picked Up: ICMA 

Senior Advisor Kevin C. Duggan 

received a 45-year ICMA Service 

Award in 2018. Kevin began his long 

and storied career in 1971 as an 

Intern in the City of Mountain View. 

In 1972 he worked an internship in 

the City of Campbell, where he was 

hired as a full-time staff member in 

1973. After working his way up in the 

organization, Kevin became the Campbell City 

Manager in 1984. Kevin returned to Mountain View as 

City Manager in 1990 and left that position in 2011. 

Kevin then served as the West Coast Regional 

Director for ICMA from 2011 to 2019 when he beame 

Senior Advisor. Kevin earned a BA and MPA from San 

Jose State University. He served as the President of 

the City Managers’ Department of the League of 

California Cities in 2008-2009. An entry in the 

November 17, 1989 Bellflower “Week in Review:” Last 

weekend, Senior Animal Control Officer Steve King 

got a “man needs help with a hawk” call. While 

travelling on a local freeway with the driver’s window 

down, a pigeon flew by the driver’s left ear and killed 

itself against the car’s rear window. If that wasn’t 

frightening enough, upon hearing a funny noise, the 

driver checked the back seat to discover a full grown 

hawk standing there within arm’s length staring at 

him, eyeball to eyeball. The hawk apparently 

followed the pigeon through the window at high 

speed. Steve retrieved it and delivered it for wing 

repair.   

 

SHORTS: *Retired Whittier City Manager Jeff Collier 

has started a new job as the Interim Deputy City 

Manager and Interim Director of Parks and 

Recreation for the City of Fullerton.*Randi Stover, who 

earned a BA and MPA from California State 

University, Long Beach, is the Deputy City Manager in 

the City of Alhambra.*Half Moon Bay City Manager 

Bob Nisbet received a three-year employment 

agreement extension and salary increase in 

September.*Jenny Kovach is a Marketing Assistant at 

HdL Companies. *Ceres Interim City Manager Alex 

Terrazas served as the City Manager in Los Banos 

from June 2016 until March 2021. *Half Moon Bay City 

Manager Bob Nisbet received a three-year 

employment agreement extension and salary 

increase in September. *Carolyn Lehr (1952-2021), 

former City Manager in Emeryville (2015-2018); 

Rancho Palos Verdes (2007-2014); Keego Harbor, 

Michigan (2003-2006); and Monte Sereno (1993-1996) 

passed away on March 9, 2021. *Rocklin and Mission 

Viejo made Money magazine’s list of the 50 best 

places to live for 2021-2022.  

Vernon G. Hazen                                               
(May 3, 1936 -September 4, 2021)                                                                                                  

85 years of age of Ramona, California 

Vern began his storied public management career in 

1961 as an Administrative Analyst in the County of 

Contra Costa. In January 1963 Vern joined the 

Mountain View city staff as an Administrative 

Assistan, and he was promoted the Assistant to the 

City Manager in Febraury 1968. In August 1970, Vern 

started his tenure as the Mountain View Assistant City 

Manager. Vern became the City Manager in Mill 

Valley in July 1975. He moved to Escondido in August 

1982 as City Manager, and worked in that position 

until January 1989. After working a planning position 

for about a year in Chula Vista and San Diego, Vern 

was appointed City Manager in Oxnard starting in 

August 1990. In 1994, Vern worked as a Principal in 

Hazen Associates.  He became the City Manager in 

Cathedral City in August 1994 and worked in that 

position until 1996. He served as an ICMA Senior 

Advisor from 1997 to 2013. Vern  earned a BS from San 

Jose State University.  

Santa Fe Springs City Manager Raymond R. Cruz 

and Anthony Gonsalves of the Joe A. Gonsalves & 

Son professional representation firm of Sacramento 

at the Gonsalves’ Indian Wells home for a special 

dinner for participants of the 2021 Annual California 

Contract Cities Association Seminar. Ray and his 

family were La Mirada neighbors of the Gonsalves 

family when Joe served in the Legislature. Ray says 

that his father campaigned for Joe in the 1960s and 

early 1970s. Now Ray, as City Manager, works with 

Anthony and his sons Jason and Paul of the Joe A. 

Gonsalves & Son firm, which represents the City of 

Santa Fe Springs among its many other client cities. 

                                                                               
“Lobbyists are like parachutes; you don’t need them 

often but when you do, they had better work.”                                       

–Joe A. Gonsalves   


