
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 Jack & Susan Simpson, 10 Claret, Rancho Mirage, California 92270 
Jack’s Cell | 562/896-5424; Susan’s Cell | 310/418-1035 

www.trackdownmanagement.net   | jack@trackdownmanagement.net    
 

 
City Manager Newsletter By 

TRACKDOWN MANAGEMENT 

"Providing thread to help stitch together the fabric of the                                
  City Management Community" 
 

January 2022                                                                                                                                                                   Page | 1                                                                                 
                             Volume No. 15:  Issue No. 1
                                                                                                        
  

Retired Cypress utilities executive Gonzalo Vazquez 

attened the December 22 retirement celebration for 

Anaheim Exective Assistant Lisa Yanez Hughes. He 

wrote: Lisa retired from the City of Anaheim after 24-

years of service to the City Manager’s Office. I 

worked with Lisa back in our Bellflower days along 

with Mike Egan and Marlene Towns, who also 

attended the event. Happy retirement to Lisa. Go 

and enjoy life and those beautiful grandchildren. 

Hope that you find the perfect Paloma. Anaheim 

Ducks mascot Wildwing presented Lisa with a custom 

team jersey at her retirement celebration at the 

Anaheim Convention Center.  

 

 

Stanislaus County City Managers 
 

Our hopes of making the year 2022 a good 

positive start towards improved health and 

production got caught up in the year’s COVID 

numbers. Though fully COVID vaccinated, it 

started on a morning trip to the local urgent 

care for some breathing difficulties. After being 

transferred from there by ambulance to 

emergency at Eisenhower Hospital in Rancho 

Mirage, we were rolled down the hall for 

admission to the hospital. It appears that the 

COVID virus ignored the fact that we were 

vaccinated. We were released home after a 

week or so and have lost that and more to 

recovery.       

There are nine incorporated cities in Stanislaus 

County: Ceres, Hughson, Modesto, Newman, 

Oakdale, Patterson, Riverbank, Turlock and 

Waterford. Jody L. Hayes was appointed Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO) of Stanislaus County in 

August 2017 following the retirement of Stan 

Risen. The county has a 2019 estimated 

population of 550,660. 

 

       /   
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with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

 

 

Stanislaus County City Managers 
 

Ceres incorporated in February 1918 and has an 

estimated 2020 population of 49,302. Alex 

Terrazas is the Ceres City Manager. He took over 

as Interim City Manager from former City 

Manager Tom Westbrook. Alex worked for the 

Town of Truckee from 2005 to 2012, leaving the 

town as Assistant to the Town Manager in July 

2016. He went to work as the City Manager in Los 

Banos in Merced County. Previously, Alex 

worked as a Legislative Intern with Congress 

Member Vic Fazio, and then went to work as an 

analyst for the City Manager’s Office in 

Mountain View. He also worked as a member of 

the staff of the League of California Cities before 

going to work for Truckee. Alex earned a BA and 

Master’s from California State University, 

Sacramento.  

 

Hughson incorporated in December 1972. It has 

a 2020 estimated population of 7,481. Merry 

Mayhew has served as the Hughson City 

Manager since June 2020. She previously 

worked as the Director of Finance and 

Administrative Services (April 2019-June 2020). 

Merry worked for Stanislaus County for nearly 35-

years starting in September 1984. She earned a 

BA from Western Kentucky University and an 

MBA in organizational management and 

human resources from Ashford University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.contractcities.org 

Marcel Rodarte,                                

Executive Director 

President Mark Waronek of Lomita                                            

 

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

 

http://rwglaw.com/ 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                    

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

Practical advice and well-analyzed solutions come 

from listening carefully and asking the right 

questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California 

City Management Foundation 

(CCMF).     

                         Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim L. Barisic                                        

founded Brandywine in 1994.                                                    

Jim and two of his sons Brett 

Whitehead, and David Barisic                        

direct Brandywine Homes.  

 

Some of the Projects that are selling now are in the 

Cities of San Dimas, Whittier, Anaheim, and Duarte. 

Coming soon are projects in                                   

Norwalk, and Placentia.  

                                                                                       

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

Brandywine Homes focuses on helping to revitalize 

established neighborhoods and convert 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    

16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

http://www.contractcities.org/
http://rwglaw.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former               

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont,                               

Kosmont Companies serves the 

needs of cities, counties, quasi-

governmental agencies, 

developers and non-profit 

organizations including educational institutions.                                                                                 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges and solutions. A 

transactional firm that takes a hands-on approach 

to economic development focused on successful 

outcomes.                              

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

 

“Proof of Life” 

The importance of developing a cadre of friends 

who are or were city managers continues after the 

job is done. The next Southern California               

“Proof of Life” lunch will be:  Thursday, March 31, 

2022 at Clearman’s North Woods Inn Restaurant at 

14305 Firestone Blvd., La Mirada, CA  90638. 

We will gather at 11:30 am and have lunch at 12. 

RSVP at: jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

 

Stanislaus County City Managers 
 

Modesto, the county seat of Stanislaus County, 

was incorporated in August 1884. The 2020 

estimated population of Modesto is 218,464. 

Joseph Lopez began his public service career in 

the personnel department of the County of 

Sacramento. He joined the Modesto city staff in 

January 2012 as the Director of Human 

Resources. He has served as the Modesto City 

Manager since April 2017. Joe earned a BA in 

psychology from California State University, 

Chico, and an MA in industrial and 

organizational psychology from California State 

University, Sacramento. He also completed the 

senior executive program as the Kennedy 

School at Harvard University.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue.  

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Retired City Managers Fran David and Jeff Kolin, a 

past President of the City Managers Department of 

the League of California Cities, serve on the       

Avenu Advisory Board. 

California Offices in El Dorado 

Hills, Fresno, Pleasanton, 

Sacramento and Westlake 

Village. 

 

Fran Mancia may be reached at 

559-288-7296. Fran is a member of 

the Board of Trustees of the 

California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF).  

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
https://www.avenuinsights.com/


 

 

 

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Manager         Page | 4            

January, 2022                                                                                              Volume No. 15 | Issue No. 1 
                                                        

borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

 

Stanislaus County City Managers 

 

Newman incorporated in June 1908. Its 2019 

estimated population is 11,784. Michael E. 

Holland is the Newman City Manager, Lewis 

Humphries is the Finance Director and Alicia 

Mendoza is the Recreation Director. Mike has 

served as City Manager for more than 16-years, 

since January 2006. He earned a BS in natural 

resources planning from Humboldt State 

University.  

 

Oakdale goes by the slogan “Cowboy Capital 

of the World.” The city incorporated in 

November 1906. Its 2019 estimated population is 

23,596. City Manager Bryan Whitemyer worked 

as a Management Analyst for the City of 

Modesto from 2002 to 2007. He joined the 

Patterson city staff in August 2007 as Assistant 

City Manager and was appointed City 

Manager in the City of Hughson in November 

2010. Bryan left Hughson to take the Oakdale 

City Manager position in February 2013. He 

earned a BA from Brigham Young University and 

an MPA from California State University, 

Stanislaus.  

http://www.nwfg.com/ 

 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment 

banking firm providing underwriting and financial 

advisory services to public agencies, and 

implementation of special tax methodologies. 

                                                                                              

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates 

of Participation, and general obligation bond 

financings, tax allocation refunding, revenue and 

expense projections modeling.                                                                    

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s                               

President Pam Newcomb 

                                                                        

1254 Hoover Street                                                                                  

Carlsbad, California 92008                                                                                         

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

Sunrise in Coronado by Mark Ochenduszko. This is 

the Boathouse, an historic building that has had a 

number of uses over the years, including being an 

early location for the Scripps Institute of 

Oceanography. It currently houses the Bluewater 

Boathouse Seafood Grill.   

 

www.cjpia.org 

 

 

“Perfection is not attainable, but if 

we chase perfection we can 

catch excellence,”  

--Hall of Fame Football Coach 

Vince Lombardi. 

http://www.nwfg.com/
http://www.cjpia.org/


 

 

 

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Manager         Page | 5            

January, 2022                                                                                              Volume No. 15 | Issue No. 1 
                                                        

borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

 

 

Trackdown Posse Roster                                                
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager 

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Cofounder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Gardens 

John Russo, retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY   

Posse Roster:  
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                             

Dave Carmany, West Covina, City Manager                                                                                 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon                                                                                                                            

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

Lee C. McDougal, Retired Montclair City Manager  

Mark Scott, Lincoln Interim City Manager   

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Jeff Mathieu, Retired Big Bear Lake, City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

 

                                                                        
 

City Manager Newsletter                                            

by Trackdown Management 

                                                                                                         

Jack A. and Susan Simpson 
www.trackdownmanagement.net 

 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

 

10 Claret, Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 

562-896-5424 

https://www.munienvironmental.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.chwlaw.us 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to 

counsel that is helpful, understandable, and 

 fairly priced.    

                                                                                               

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law.   

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700; 

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
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Stanislaus County City Managers 

 

Patterson incorporated as a city in December 

1919. Its 2019 estimated population is 22,524. Ken 

R. Irwin is the Patterson City Manager. He was 

appointed to the position in October 2014. Prior 

to becoming City Manager, Ken served as the 

Director of Engineering, Building, & Capital 

Projects (December 2012-October 2014).  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided 

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like 

the Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and 

the PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400 

clients address unfunded obligations and lower 

liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS 

is the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                                                            

                                                                                             

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

                                                                                           

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356 or 

kevin@kolgs.com 

 

Robert Dickey, retired South Gate Public Works 

Director and former Walnut City Manager, at Tahiti 

City Hall.  Bob and his wife Nadean are sailing on a 

cruise with Viking Ocean Cruises.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 
 

Former City Administrator 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849 

                              FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations.                               

 

 Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis 

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight Agent Services; 

Mortgage Program Administration Services; 

Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development.                                                                                                             

                                                                                      

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

 

 

                                                                                              

“Help others get ahead. You will always stand taller 

with someone else on your shoulders.” 

--Bob Moawad 

 

 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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www.ekapr.com 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists. 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA,                        

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner  

 

Congress Member Mark W. 

Hannaford (1925-1985) served in 

the U.S. House of Representatives 

between January 1975 and 

January 1979. He was 

succeeded by Dan Lungren. 

Mark served on the City Council 

for the City of Lakewood from 

1966 to 1974. He served as a 

Political Science Associate Professor at Long Beach 

City College from 1966-1975. This picture of the 

Congressman and City Manager Jack Simpson was 

taken in the Congressman’s Washington, D.C. office. 

Stanislaus County City Managers 

 

Riverbank, California incorporated in August 

1922. The 2019 estimated population is 24,881. In 

the 1850s the Riverbank area was known as 

Burneyville, and it was known as the site of the 

Burneyville Ferry over the Stanislaus River. Sean 

Scully is the Riverbank City Manager, and 

Marisela H. Garcia is the Assistant City Manager 

and Director of Finance. Sean was hired as the 

City of Lincoln City Manager in December 2021. 

He served as the Riverbank City Manager from 

2017, and was previously the City Manager in 

Gustine. Marisela has taken over as Interim City 

Manager in Sean’s absence. 

 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

                                                                                              

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths 

to issues facing local government. Pat can help you, 

whether you are a City Manager looking for ways to 

turn your city around, or a developer needing 

assistance navigating the complexities of the 

political and/or entitlement 

process.   

Pat was honored with the League 

of California Cities 2019 Wes 

McClure Award for City Managers 

of Distinction.                                                                                 

                                                          

Pat has had numerous successful experiences with 

public-private partnerships.                                 

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
http://www.patwestllc.com/
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Stanislaus County City Managers 

 

Turlock was founded in December 1871 by grain 

farmer John William Mitchell. The name is 

believed to originate from the Irish village of 

Turlough. Turlock incorporated in February 1908. 

Its 2019 estimated population is 73,631. It is 

known to some as the “Heart of the Valley,” due 

to the agricultural production in the area. 

Former Ceres City Manager Toby Wells was 

appointed Turlock City Manager in March 2020. 

Toby left Turlock last January to become the City 

Manager in Manteca.  Human Resources 

Manager Sarah Eddy has been appointed 

Acting City Manager. Sarah joined the Turlock 

city staff in 1988. She earned a BA and Master’s 

from California State University, Stanislaus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 

 
Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; you 

don't need them often but when you do they had better 

work." 

 
The firm was founded by the late former California 

State Assembly Member Joe A. Gonsalves. Until his 

passing, Joe, his son Anthony D. Gonsalves and 

Anthony’s son Jason Gonsalves served as the first 

three generation lobbying firm in Sacramento. 

                                                                                      

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his sons, Jason 

Gonsalves and Paul Gonsalves are expert local 

government lobbyists. The firm represents 50-plus 

cities and is a key player in city legislation. The firm 

works closely with the League of California Cities. 
 

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time  

Member of the CCMF Board of 

Trustees 
   

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dale and Rita Geldert, San Diego County city 

management royalty.   

 

www.tripepismith.com 

 

 

“We don’t talk about Bruno, no, 

no no 

We don’t talk about Bruno…” 

From the Disney Movie 

“Encanto.” 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/
http://www.tripepismith.com/
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http://www.hdlcompanies.com/                                              

HdL was founded in 1983 by former 

City Manager Robert "Bob" 

Hinderliter. HdL expanded and 

improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City 

Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s 

retired Executive Chairman. Andy Nickerson is the 

President/CEO. Other members of the HdL team 

include: Vikki Beatley, Rob Braulik, Paula Cone, Barry 

Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly Konczak, David 

McPherson, and Bobby Young. 

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology and consulting services that enable 

cities, counties and special districts to better serve 

their constituents. HdL’s team of professionals 

currently serve more than 500 agencies nationwide.  

HdL Companies offers support services and software 

that include: sales, use and transactions taxes, 

economic development, property taxes, business 

license fees, transient occupancy tax, short-term 

rental compliance, rent control, indirect cost 

recovery, utility users tax, and cannabis regulation 

and taxation. 

Corporate Headquarters 

120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California 

888-861-0220 

 

 

 

La Mirada                                

Assistant City Manager 

Anne Haraksin at the 

Los Angeles Rams/San 

Francisco 49ers NFL 

Play-off game. The 

Rams’ win qualified 

the team for the 2022 

Super Bowl.  

Stanislaus County City Managers 

 

Waterford incorporated in November 1969. The 

community was originally established as 

“Bakersville” in 1857. The 2019 estimated 

population is 8,962. Michael Pitcock began 

serving as the Waterford City Manager in 

November 2017. Prior to that he worked as the 

Development Services Director and City 

Engineer for the City of Turlock. He worked for 

Turlock for 20-years. Michael earned a BS in civil 

engineering from California State University, 

Sacramento.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

 

 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint Powers 

Authority (JPA) helping communities 

fund critical projects.                                  

 

ICFA has assisted funding more than $500 million in 

critical community projects, from hospitals to charter 

schools, municipal utilities and housing. 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                      

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

 

 

 

                                                

“Think?! How are you 

supposed to think and hit 

at the same time?” 

---Yogi Berra 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
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with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 
There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue.  

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Avenu has brought together the nation’s leaders in 

revenue enhancement and administration to 

deliver scalable solutions designed for each 

jurisdiction’s needs.  From funding insights grounded 

in regional revenue trends to digital systems that 

streamline workflows and improve constituent 

experiences, Avenu’s solutions are built on proven 

success at every level of government operation.  

 

Today, Avenu offers more administrative and 

financial support to government officials than any 

other organization. And with a responsive, client-

focused approach, Avenu fosters partnerships that 

give their clients and customers the certainty they 

need to accomplish more. 

 

 

Avenu has California Offices 

in El Dorado Hills, Fresno, 

Pleasanton, Sacramento and 

Westlake Village. 

 

Fran Mancia may be 

reached at 559-288-7296. 

Fran is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the 

California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF). 

 

Retired City Managers Fran David, and Jeff Kolin, a 

past President of the City Managers Department of 

the League of California Cities, serve on the                    

Avenu Advisory Board. 

 

Avenu’s commitment to helping communities thrive 

goes beyond customer partnerships. Avenu 

employees, both individually and together, work 

with philanthropic organizations to do more…for 

more citizens…wherever possible.  

 

Client – Focused: Our customers, partners, and 

employees are the priority. We provide meaningful 

expertise in a timely manner by actively listening 

and doing what we say we will do.  

Responsiveness:  Avenu acts with a sense of 

urgency for our customers, partners, and 

employees. We show up on time, always engaged 

and ready to perform.  

Caring: We genuinely care for those around us. We 

are respectful and lead by example.  

Passionate: We conduct our work with passion and 

are energized by what we do. It inspires us to 

explore new ideas and technologies, and pushes us 

to work harder. 

Integrity: We do the right thing for our customers, 

partners and employees by upholding the values 

and principles of Avenu in every action and 

decision. 

 

 

 

5860 Trinity Parkway, Suite 120 Centreville, VA 20120 

 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/
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 Picking Up the Pieces: Jason 

Ledbetter is the new City Manager 

in the City of Yreka. Jason 

previously worked as the Excutive 

Director of General Services for the 

County of Siskiyou. He has worked 

for Siskiyou County since 2018. 

Randy Johnsen has served as the 

Interim City Manager since City Manager Stephen 

Baker retired in June. Jason started his new 

assignment on January 11. St. Helena City Manager 

Mark Prestwich, one of the good guys according to 

Stan Morgan and many others, has resigned his 

position to become the next City Manager in the City 

of Palos Verdes Estates. Mark became the St. Helena 

City Manager in 2017, after serving as the City 

Manager in Nevada City for three-years. Mark 

earned a BA from California State University, 

Fullertona and an MPA from California State 

University, Long beach. In 2018 he received a 20-year 

ICMA Service Award. Mark is a past President of 

MMANC (2007). Davis Assistant City Manager and 

Director of Community Development, Economic 

Development and Sustainability Ashley Feeney is the 

new City Manager in the City of Citrus Heights. Ashley 

joined the Davis city staff in March 2016. He previously 

held positions with home building firms. Ashley 

earned a BA in economics from Humboldt State 

University. Retired United States Army Sergeant Frank 

G. Tripepi has secured the Naval Postgraduate 

School in Monterey as the venue for the 2022 Annual 

City Managers’ Dinner. Frank was drafted in 1969 

during the Vietnam War following graduation from 

California State University, Fullerton. He was 

deployed to Vietnam in January 1970, and injured in 

1971 when he fell 45-feet during an enemy bombing 

of his position, shattering boh wists. Returning home, 

Frank began his storied career as a public manager, 

serving 28-years as the Rosemead City Manager. 

After retiring from the public service, Frank has served 

as a Senior Vice Presient for the Willdan Group. CCMF 

thanks Frank for his help securing the 2022 venue for 

the annual City Manager Dinner. New Scotts Valley 

City Manager Mali LaGoe previously served as the 

Assistant CEO in Nevada County (October 2018-

December 2021). She went to work for the county in 

April 2012 as an Administrative Analyst after working 

in the private sectore starting in May 2004. She took 

the Scotts Valley City Manager post in January 2022 

following the resignation of City Manager Tina Friend, 

who is currently the City Manager in the City of 

Coronado. Mali earned a BA from the University of 

Nebraska,Lincoln and an MPA from California State 

University, Northridge.   

 

Letters and Notes from Readers: 

I smiled when I read that Santa Clarita just passed a 

law requiring a 4/5 vote to sack the city 

manager. Back in the early 1970s, George Aiassa 

was City Manager in West Covina, and I think it was 

he who engineered such a law there. Friends called 

him "Three to Hire! Four to Fire!" 

I was beginning my financial advisor career with 

Stone & Youngberg and worked on a revenue bond 

issue for the city. 

-Alan Miller (retired)                                                                                                                                                       

A. M. Miller & Co.,Inc.                                                                                                                            

Municipal Financing Consultants 

I was informed by Downey staff last week that Mr. 

Livas was not dismissed.  

Longtime Downey City Manager Gilbert Livas has 

been dismissed according to news reports. Gilbert 

came to Downey in 2007 as the Community 

Development Director. He was promoted to 

Assistant City Manager in 2010 and he took over as 

City Manager following the retirement of City 

Manager Gerald Caton in 2011.  

                                                                                              

-Grissel Chavez, Bell Gardens 

                                                                                        

We’re very active in 3 car clubs devoted to these 

old Porsches model 356.  Mary Jane’s on the right, a 

’64 she bought in 

’65, and mine to 

the left, a ’63 I 

bought in ’82.  Last 

September we 

drove the ’63 to an 

event in Bend, OR, 

in Oct the ’64 to 

an event in Silver 

City, NM.  I’m the first prez and co-organizer of the 

AZ club, Arizona 356 Outlaws.  In front of our home in 

Scottsdale, AZ.  Use it if you can. 

-Roy Pederson 

Former Assembly Speaker Pro 

Tem Frank Vicencia and Joe A. 

Gonsalves, founder of Joe A. 

Gonsalves & Son. Joe is also a 

former Mayor and Council 

Member in Dairy Valley 

(Cerritos) and served as a 

member of the State Assembly. 
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www.usi.com 

USI has developed sophisticated employee  

benefit programs for public entities for more than  

30-years.  USI helps agencies design innovative    

benefit solutions and provide benefit education  

to bargaining units. 

  
For more information contact          

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010 or 

gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                                     

 

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                              

Torrance, CA 90503    

 

 

More Pieces Picked Up: Retired 

veteran City Manager Henry 

Garcia is serving as the Interim 

City Manager in Eastvale while 

the current City Manager is on 

leave. Eastvale City Manager Bryan Jones was 

placed on paid administrative leave on December 

14, 2021. City Clerk and Communications Director 

Marc Donohue and Community Development 

Director Gina Gibson-Williams were asked to serve as 

co-acting City Managers until Henry was selected. 

Bryan was appointed City Manager in November 

2018, after sering as Interim City Manager starting in 

June. Martin Lomeli began his public service career 

in 1975 as an Administrative Intern in the City of West 

Covina. In January 1976 he took a Personnel 

Coordinator position with the City of LaVerne. In 

December 1978, Marty went to work with the City of 

Rosemead and then-City Manager Frank Tripepi. He 

left there in December 1979 to take an Administrative 

Analyst position with the County of San Luis Obispo. 

He became the Assistant City Manager in La Verne 

in January 1981 nd was appointed City Manager 

there in June 1987. Marty retired after 23-years as the 

LaVerne City Manager and in and he moved to 

Morro Bay in 2016, He served as the Morro Bay Interim 

City Manager in 2017.  

Gonzalo Vazquez, Lisa Hughes, Marlene Towns, Mike Egan 

and Wild Wing at Lisa’s Anaheim retirement ceremony.  

                                                                                 

Heather Abrams has been hired to replace Fairfax 

Town Manager Garrett Toy, who resigned over the 

summer to become the City Manager in Sonoma. 

Adam Politzer has served as Interim Town Manager 

since Garrett left for Sonoma. Heather Abrams is the 

new Town Manager in the Town of Fairfax effective 

March 1, 2022. Heather has for the past five-years 

served as General Manager for the Tamalpais 

Communiity Services District near Mill Valley. She has 

also been serving as the President of the Marin 

Special Districts Association. Heather previously 

worked for the City of Menlo Park as Sustainability 

Manager. She earned a BA from the University of 

California, Berkeley and an MBA from California State 

Universty, Monterey Bay. George Aiassa served as 

the City Manager in Santa Paula (1951-1955); Tulare 

(1955-1958); and West Covina (1958-1976). He started 

his public management career as an Administrative 

Assistant to the City Manager in Mill Valley (1948-

1950), and then was the Assistant City Manager in 

Santa Rosa (1950-1951) before his first City Manager 

appointment in Santa Paula. George earned a BA 

from San Jose State College, and and MPA from the 

University of California.  He completed a CORO 

Foundation cetificate. George is listed in the August 

2013 issue of the newsletter  regarding “California 

‘West’ Cities,” on Page 3. Riverbank City Manager 

Sean Scully will resign effective January 14, 2022 to 

accept the appointment of City Manager in Lincoln 

in Placer County. Sean has been the Riverbank City 

Manager since 2017. Riverbank Assistant City 

Manager Marisela Garcia will serve as the Interim 

City Manager. Sean previously worked for Gustine 

and Turlock.  He earned a BA from California State 

University, Monterey Bay and an MPA from California 

State University, Stanislaus. Mark Scott is the Interim 

City Manager in Lincoln.  

http://www.usi.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: Walnut City 

Manager Rob Wishner is retiring after 

serving the City of Walnut for nearly 16-

years. Rob was appointed City Manager 

in November 2006.  Rob is a past President 

of the San Gabriel Valley City Manager’s Association. 

He started his public service career as an Intern in 

Walnut and then went on to work for Chino and San 

Marino before returning to Walnut. Rob earned a BA 

from California State University, Fullerton. Nevada 

City Interim City Manager Joan Phillipe is stepping 

down for the new City Manager, Sean Grayson of the 

City of Rialto.  Sean served as the Fire Chief in Rialto. 

He previously served as Interim City Manager in 

Rialto.  Assistant Executive Officer Norman Lefmann 

of the California Joint Powers Insurance Authority 

(CJPIA) retired effective December 31, 2021. Norm 

joined the CJPIA staff in March 2004 as a Senior Risk 

Manager. Prior to being named Assistant Executive 

Office, Norm served as the Member Services Director. 

Previous to joining the Authority, Norm served as an 

Administrative Officer with the City of Burbank 

(October 1997-July 2003). He also served as a 

Adjunct Professor at California State University, Long 

Beach (January 1998-December 2001). Norm earned 

a BA from San Diego State University, and an MPA 

from the Maxwell School at Syracuse University. Norm 

is a former participant in the “Proof of Life” program. 

He and his wife have relocated to South Carolina. 

David Carmany was appointed to the West Covina 

City Manager position in July 2019. He previously 

served as City Manager in La Puente, Agoura Hills, 

Malibu, Pacifica, Seal Beach and Manhattan Beach. 

Dave earned a BS from the University of Southern 

California (USC). David played in the USC Band 

during his college years.  Sixth grade teacher Julian 

A. Miranda of the Hacienda La Puente Unified School 

District, and former Irwindale City Council Member is 

the new Irwindale City Manager. Julian served 

roughly 13-years on the Irwindale City Council. His 

father is a former Chief of Police for Irwindale, who 

served for several decades. Except for his city council 

service, Julian has never worked for a city. Fresno City 

Manager Thomas Esqueda is leaving the City  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Springs Tramway 

 

Manager position after a 13-month tenure. Assistant 

City Manager Georgeanne White is the new Fresno 

City Manager.  

SHORTS: *Rob Dmohowski, who earned a BS in urban 

planning from Arizona State University, serves as the 

Senior Planner for the City of Oceanside (December 

2020-present). *Hughson City Manager Merry 

Mayhew worked for the County of Stanislaus for more 

than 34-years starting in September 1984 as a 

business manager.*Tripepi Smith President Ryder 

Todd Smith is the new Chair of the Claremont 

McKennna College Rose Institute of State and Local 

Government Board of Governors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need more human contact. Social media 

unfortunately gave us the chance to separate long 

before the pandemic hit. Then health protocols in 

response to COVID-19 delivered even more 

separation. Having a monitor between you and the 

person on the other side can generate “keyboard 

courage” and is bad for human relations. Put me in 

front of a person, let me see their body language, see 

their eyes in better-than-8k resolution, shake their 

hand with sincerity and remind us both that even in 

disagreement, there is humanity and a shared 

mission of trying to do the right thing.                                                  

–Ryder Smith, CEO & President of Tripepi Smith 


