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“Proof of Life” Lunch on June 23, 2022 

 

These pictures were taken at a “Proof of Life” lunch 

at the North Woods Inn Restaurant in                                  

La Mirada. Former City Managers Ron Molendyk 

and Kevin Chun and Pat West are among past 

participants. Please join the group at the June 23, 

2022 lunch at the same venue. You may RSVP or 

inquire about the lunch at  

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

 

 

 

Los Angeles County C                            

Cities Listed Alphabetically 
 

There are nine (9) cities in Los Angeles County, 

California that have names that begin with the 

letter “C”. These cities include Calabasas, 

Carson, Cerritos, Claremont, Commerce, 

Compton, Covina, Cudahy and Culver City.  The 

City Managers include Kindon Meik, Sharon 

Landers, Art Gallucci, Adam Pirrie, Edgar P. 

Cisneros, Ronerick Simpson, Chris Marcarello, 

Alfonso Noyola, and John M. Nachbar.  

 

Condolences to the family and friends of those 

who we recently lost. Especially former City 

Managers Bob Mack and Ray Harris. 

 

 

  

 

 

       /   

   
 

/ 

 

 http / 

http 

 

http 
http://www.ocsec.co

m/ 

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/


 

 

 

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management         Page | 2            

June 2022                                                                                              Volume No. 15 | Issue No. 10 
                                                        

borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 
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She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 
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Ray Harris (1937 - 2022) 
                                                                                  

Former City Administrator and professional public 

administrator Ray Harris passed away peacefully 

surrounded by family on Wednesday morning, May 

25, 2022. He worked as Bellflower City Administrator 

Peter B. Feenstra’s Assistant. Ray served with the old 

RTD with Sam Olivito. He served as the City 

Administrator in the City of Hawaiian Gardens with 

veteran city managers Doug Dunlap and Paul Philips. 

Ray worked as the District Executive for the late 

California State Assembly Speaker Pro Tem Frank 

Vicencia, and he served as the Transportation 

Deputy to Los Angeles County Supervisor Don Knabe. 

Ray was a versatile and professional public service 

manager. Following his retirement Ray served as a 

volunteer docent at the Richard Nixon Presidential 

Library in Yorba Linda. Ray was always fun to have 

around. He had jokes and stories that would keep his 

listeners in stitches. Ray Harris is missed by his friends 

and acquaintances in addition to his family.   

Former City Managers Ray Harris and Don Pruyn were at 

the Angels' Opening Day, April 5th in Anaheim watching 

the 2010 Major League Baseball season get underway. 

.January 2015. Seated: Terry Belanger, Anne Haraksin, 

Tom Robinson, Gary Sloan, Ernie Garcia, John 

Hammargren, and Ray Harris. Standing: Gary Chicots,   

Don Wagner, Jim Barisic, Greg Korduner, Bill Crowe,   

Steve Harding, John Bolan and Sam Olivito.  

 
January 2013. Greg Korduner, Paul Philips, Bill Crowe,  

Jack Simpson, Ray Harris and Bill Holt. 

The late retired City Manager Bob Williams chats with 

former City Manager Ray Harris, who at the time was the 

Transportation Deputy to Supervisor Don Knabe.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                        

At a June “Proof of Life” lunch:  Larry Kosmont,                

Greg Korduner, and Ray Harris. 

 

Former City Managers Ray Harris, Jim Barisic and Bill Holt. 
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Trackdown Posse Roster                        
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

                                                                                   

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager 

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Cofounder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Gardens 

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, W. Sacramento 

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager; Interim in Downey 

                                                                                

Posse Roster:  
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon                                                                                                                            

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 
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Cell Phone Nos. 310-418-1035, or 562-896-5424 

 

 

                                               
https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 

 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations.                               

                                                                                           

Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis 

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight Agent Services; 

Mortgage Program Administration Services; 

Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development.                                                                                                             
                                                                                      

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim L. Barisic                                        

Founded Brandywine in 1994.                        

 

Jim also worked for the cities of 

Paramount and Cerritos.                                                               

Jim and two of his sons Brett Whitehead, and      

David Barisic direct Brandywine Homes. 

 

Currently under construction and soon to open for 

sales or leasing in the Cities of Whittier, Carson,        

La Verne, Glendora, Riverside and Murietta and 

sales in El Monte, Long Beach, Huntington Beach, 

Artesia and Santa Ana 

 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

                                                                             

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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 Los Angeles County C                            

Cities Listed Alphabetically 
 

Found in Calabasas is an adobe structure that 

dates from 1844 and is one of the oldest surviving 

buildings in greater Los Angeles. Calabasas 

incorporated in April 1991. It has a 2020 

estimated population of 23,241. Kindon Meik is 

the City Manager, and Maricela Hernandez is 

the City Clerk. John Bingham is the 

Administrative Services Manager and Erica 

Green is the Director of Community Services. 

 

Kindon Meik was appointed City of Calabasas 

City Manager in January 2021 and began his 

tenure in March, taking over for Interim City 

Manager Don Penman. Kin is a former City 

Manager in Corcoran and in the City of Lindsay. 

Lin earned a BA and Master’s degree from 

Brigham Young University, and a Ph.D. in history 

from Florida International University.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://rwglaw.com/ 

                                                                                         

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                    

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

Practical advice and well-analyzed solutions come 

from listening carefully and asking the right 

questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of 

the Board of Trustees of the California 

City Management Foundation 

(CCMF).     

                         Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.olsonhomes.com/ 

 

The Olson Company is a premier California builder 

of affordable new home communities. Since 1988, 

The Olson Company mission has been to work 

hand-in-hand with cities to solve the critical 

shortage of urban housing by promoting and 

investing in responsible development that improves 

quality of life for everyone. The company has 

successfully partnered with more than 100 cities 

since 1988. 

 

Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

Corporate Office 

3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100 

Seal Beach, CA 90740-2751 

 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.munienvironmental.com/ 

http://rwglaw.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
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https://opencorporates.com/companies/us_ca/201

917810086 

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths 

to issues facing local government. Pat can help you, 

whether you are a City Manager looking for ways to 

turn your city around, or a developer needing 

assistance navigating the complexities of the 

political and/or entitlement process.   

Pat was honored with the League of California 

Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for 

City Managers of Distinction.                                                                                 

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private 

partnerships.                                        

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank G. Tripepi, retired Rosemead City Manager, 

and currently a Senior Vice President with the 

Willdan Companies. Frank also served as the Interim 

City Manager in the City of La Puente. 

Los Angeles County C                            

Cities Listed Alphabetically 
 

Carson is the Home of the L A 

Galaxy Major League Soccer 

team.  Carson was incorporated 

in February 1968. The 2020 

estimated population of Carson 

is 95,558. Sharon Landers is the City Manager 

and Khaleah Bradshaw is the City Clerk.  

 

City Manager Sharon Landers 

began her public service career 

in transportation with the New 

State Governor’s Office in 1981. 

She was a Special Advisor on 

transportation and air quality to 

the Mayor of New York City in 1989-1991. After 

working in Albany and Trenton, New Jersey, 

Sharon came to the Los Angeles County 

Metropolitan Transportation Authority in 1998. 

After a time with a consulting firm, she joined the 

San Jose Redevelopment Agency at Assistant 

Executive Director (2002-2006). Sharon became 

the Assistant City Manager in the City of Irvine in 

2006. In addition, in 2007 she took the Interim 

CEO position with the Orange County Great 

Park, Sharon worked in Irvine for thirteen years, 

and then did some consulting starting in 

December 2018. She was appointed City 

Manager in the City of Carson in May 2019. She 

earned a BA in psychology and computer 

science from State University of New York at 

Stony Brook. She earned a JD from the Union 

University of Albany Law School. Sharon stepped 

down from her position with Carson effective 

March 1, 2022. Sharon is the only female city 

manager in Carson’s 52-year history.  

 

David C. Roberts, Jr. is the new City Manager 

with Sharon Lander’s resignation. He was 

originally hired in Carson to serve as Assistant 

City Manager in 2018. He earned a BA from 

California State University, Long Beach.  

https://opencorporates.com/companies/us_ca/201917810086
https://opencorporates.com/companies/us_ca/201917810086


 

 

 

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management         Page | 6            

June 2022                                                                                              Volume No. 15 | Issue No. 10 
                                                        

borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

 

Los Angeles County C                            

Cities Listed Alphabetically 
 

Between 1970 and 1972, Cerritos 

was the fastest-growing city in 

California. The city incorporated 

in April 1956 as “Dairy Valley.”  The 

city’s name was changed to 

“Cerritos” in January 1967. The 2020 estimated 

population is 49,578. Art Gallucci is the City 

Manager and Vida P. Barone is the City Clerk.  

Torrey Contreras is the Senior Assistant City 

Manager. Cerritos has had some highly 

professional city managers over the years, 

including William Stark, Gaylord Knapp and 

current city manager, Art Gallucci. 

 

On August 31, 1986, Aeroméxico Flight 498, on 

approach to Los Angeles International Airport 

from Mexico City, was struck by a small Piper 

aircraft that had strayed into a Terminal Control 

Area without clearance from Air Traffic Control. 

The Piper crashed on the grounds of Cerritos 

Elementary School, luckily unoccupied. The 

Douglas DC-9 fell inverted (upside-down) and 

plowed into a dense residential area flattening 

four homes and damaging others. The resulting 

fire destroyed eight additional houses before 

firefighters could bring it under control.  Eighty-

two (82) people died, including fifteen (15) 

people on the ground. There is a special 

sculpture in the Cerritos Sculpture Garden 

memorializing the incident.  

 

Arthur Gallucci was appointed 

Cerritos City Manager in April 1991. 

He had been serving as Assistant City 

Manager to City Manager Gaylord 

F. Knapp. Art joined the Cerritos staff 

in 1971 as a Recreation Superintendent. He was 

promoted to Assistant Director of Human Affairs. 

Previous to Cerritos, Art worked for the now-

defunct Norwalk Parks and Recreation District 

that was taken over by the City of Norwalk.  

https://www.climatec.com/ 

                                                                                            

Founded in 1975, Climatec has grown from humble 

beginnings into one of the largest providers of 

building technology and energy efficiency solutions 

in the nation – and Climatec has been a proud 

member of the Robert Bosch family since 2015. 

Led by a highly credentialed team with more than 

300 years of combined industry experience, 

Climatec helps public agencies find general fund 

relief through renewed infrastructure and funding 

solutions. The firm has delivered thousands of 

successful energy efficiency programs to public 

sector clients, including education, local, county, 

state and federal governments. 
 

Regional Managers    

Ashley Cascio and           

Tyler Girtman 

                                                                          

                                                                                

Southern California Telephone: 949-474-0955                            

Bay Area Telephone: 925-558-2729 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nwfg.com/ 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment 

banking firm providing underwriting and financial 

advisory services to public agencies, and 

implementation of special tax methodologies. 

                                                                                              

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates 

of Participation, and general obligation bond 

financings, tax allocation refunding, revenue and 

expense projections modeling.                                                                    

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s                               

President Pam Newcomb. Pam 

began her investment banking 

career in 1984. 

                                                                                              

1254 Hoover Street                                                                                  

Carlsbad, California 92008 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

https://www.climatec.com/
http://www.nwfg.com/
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Not every client has the same needs. The talented Tripepi 

Smith team combines experience and innovation to 

deliver results. 

https://www.tripepismith.com/ 

 

 
                                                    

 

 

www.usi.com 

USI has developed sophisticated employee  

benefit programs for public entities for more than  

30-years.  USI helps agencies design innovative    

benefit solutions and provide benefit education  

to bargaining units. 

  
For more information contact          

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010 or 

gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                                     

 
21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                              

Torrance, CA 90503    

Los Angeles County C                              

Cities Listed Alphabetically 
 

Claremont was first mapped out 

by developers following the land 

boom that came as a result of the 

transcontinental railroads arriving 

in Southern California. It is thought 

that the name “Claremont” came from 

Claremont, New Hampshire. The city is closely 

tied to Pomona College, which moved there in 

1889. Claremont was incorporated in October 

1907. Its 2020 estimated population is 37,266. 

Adam Pirrie is the City Manager and Shelley 

Desautels is the City Clerk. Nikola Hlady is the 

Senior Planner.  

 

City Manager Adam Pirrie 

joined the Claremont city 

staff in July 2005 as the 

Accounting Supervisor. He 

was elevated to Finance 

Manager in October 2007 

and he became Finance 

Director in January 2011. 

Adam was appointed full-

time City Manager in 

October 2020 following City Manager Tara 

Schultz into the position. Adam is an alumnus of 

the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA).  

 

 

www.rawperformancesc.com 

 

 

 

 

 
Special group sessions for sports teams, police and fire 

departments or other groups may be arranged. 

 
Raw Performance Coach William Ha, CSCS, earned a BS 

in Kinesiology from California State University, Long 

Beach.  He is a certified strength and conditioning coach.                     

Call: 714-335-4436 

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 90720  

www.rawperformancesc.com 

https://www.tripepismith.com/
http://www.usi.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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Los Angeles County C                              

Cities Listed Alphabetically 
 

Commerce was incorporated in 

1960 to prevent neighboring cities 

such as Vernon and Los Angeles 

from annexing their industrial land. 

The current City Manager is Edgar 

P. Cisneros and Lena Shumway is the City Clerk 

and Director of Administrative Services. Vilko 

Domic is the Assistant City Manager.   

 

City Manager Edgar P. Cisneros worked as a 

policy consultant for the Majority Caucus of the 

California State Senate in 2006-2007. He then 

became a Senior Deputy to Los Angeles County 

Supervisor Gloria Molina in December 2007. In 

2014 Edgar worked in public affairs for the Public 

Works Department of Los Angeles County. He 

was appointed City Manager in Huntington Park 

in June 2015, and in November 2017 he became 

the City Manager in the City of Commerce.  He 

served as a member of the Montebello Unified 

School District Board of Education (December 

2013-April 2020). Edgar earned a BA from 

California State University, Long Beach and an 

MPA from the University of Southern California, 

(USC).  

 

 

 

 

www.mmanc.org 

 

 

 
MMASC is one of the oldest and largest associations of its 

kind in the nation. 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Larry Kosmont, former City Manager and Founder                                

of the Kosmont Companies 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former               

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont,                               

Kosmont Companies serves the 

needs of cities, counties, quasi-

government agencies, private 

companies, developers and 

non-profit organizations 

including educational institutions across California. 

With unmatched expertise in public / private 

transactions, Kosmont Companies helps 

communities thrive by creating sustainable projects. 

                                                                                     

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges and solutions. A 

transactional firm that takes a hands-on approach 

to economic development focused on successful 

outcomes.  

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year. 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

 

Talking about performance:  

 

 “What you are thinking, what 

shape your minds is in, is what 

makes the biggest difference of all.”  --Willie Mays 

http://www.mmanc.org/
https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.kosmont.com/
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www.ekapr.com 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists. 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA,                        

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.contractcities.org 

Marcel Rodarte,                    

Executive Director 

                                                                                       President Jeff Wood of 

Lakewood  

     

                                                                                          

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210                                  

Cerritos, California 90703                                              

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retired Walnut City Manager Rob Wishner and his 

wife Shelly Piccardi Wishner at the Cliffs of Moher in 

County Clare, Ireland. 

 

Los Angeles County C                              

Cities Listed Alphabetically 
 

Compton was the 8th city to incorporate in Los 

Angeles County in May 1888. The 2020 

estimated population is 95,740. The City 

Manager is Thomas Thomas and Alita Godwin is 

the City Clerk. Triphenia Simmons and Michael 

Antwin are Assistant City Managers.  

 

Fire Chief Ronerick DeKeith Simpson was 

appointed Compton’s Interim City Manager in 

July 2021. He follows a number of City Managers 

including: Johnny Ford, Harold Duffey, Jerry 

Groomes, Bryan Batiste, Cecil Rhambo and 

Craig Cornwell. Ronerick studied at Columbia 

Southern University.  

 

Thomas Thomas has been appointed 

Compton’s new full-time City Manager. He 

previously served as City Manager in Lake City, 

Florida and as Interim City Manager in Charlotte, 

Michigan. Thomas earned a BA in political 

science from Valdosta State University and an 

MPA from Georgia State University.  

 

 “If you’re not practicing, somebody else is, 

somewhere, and he’ll be ready to take 

your job.”                 --Brooks Robinson 

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
http://www.contractcities.org/
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 Los Angeles County C                              

Cities Listed Alphabetically 
 

Covina was founded in 1882 by 

Joseph Swift Phillips. It appears 

that the city was named by a 

young engineer, Frederick Eaton, 

who was hired to survey the area. 

At the time orange and grapefruit orchards 

covered the city. In 1909 the city was the third 

largest orange producer in the world. Covina 

was incorporated in August 1901. Its’ 2020 

estimated population is 51,268. Chris Marcarello 

is the Covina City Manager and Mary Lou 

Walczak is the elected City Clerk.   

 

Chris Marcarello was a Project 

Manager in Claremont starting in 

April 2001. Chris became an 

Administrative Analyst in Newport 

Beach in 2005. In September 2007 

Chris was hired to serve as the Director of Public 

Works in Rosemead. He went to San Fernando in 

2014 to be Deputy City Manager and Public 

Works Director. He worked in Glendale from April 

2017 to June 2018 as the Assistant Director of 

Public Works, and in June 2018 he was named 

City Manager in Covina. Chris earned a BS from 

California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 

and an MBA from the University of 

Massachusetts.       

Cruising with Cruz.  Here is Santa Fe Spring City 

Manager Ray Cruz celebrating Public Works Week 

with his city crew, which included a taco cart lunch 

at Little Lake Park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

             Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint Powers 

Authority (JPA) helping communities 

fund critical projects.                                  

 

ICFA has assisted funding more than $500 million in 

critical community projects, from hospitals to charter 

schools, municipal utilities and housing.                                               

ICFA is well positioned outside of laborious 

bureaucracies to allow for expeditiousness. 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                                    
Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

 

 

Municipal Law Services                                 

Colantuono 

Highsmith 

Whatley, PC    

           
www.chwlaw.us  

Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley is a municipal law 

firm with offices in Pasadena, Grass Valley, Solana 

Beach, and Sonoma that represents public and 

private clients throughout California in municipal law, 

including public revenues, land use, elections, labor 

and employment, post-redevelopment, housing, 

public works contracting, utility services, the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the 

Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act regarding Local Agency 

Formation Commissions, sex offender and marijuana 

regulation and related public safety topics, and 

associated litigation. The core commitment is to 

provide advice to clients and find helpful, 

understandable, and fairly priced.   
 

Michael Colantuono is the Managing Partner    
                                                                                                                                      

Call 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700; 916-400-0370; 858-682-3665; 

707-986-8091 

https://www.icfauthority.org/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
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http://www.hdlcompanies.com/                                              

HdL was founded in 1983 by former 

City Manager Robert "Bob" 

Hinderliter. HdL expanded and 

improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City 

Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s 

retired Executive Chairman. Andy Nickerson is the 

President/CEO. Other members of the HdL team 

include Vikki Beatley, Rob Braulik, Paula Cone, Barry 

Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly Konczak, David 

McPherson, and Bobby Young. 

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology and consulting services that enable 

cities, counties and special districts to better serve 

their constituents. HdL’s team of professionals 

currently serve more than 500 agencies nationwide. 

HdL Companies offers support services and software 

that includes sales, use and transactions taxes, 

economic development, property taxes, business 

license fees, transient occupancy tax, short-term 

rental compliance, rent control, indirect cost 

recovery, utility users tax, and cannabis regulation 

and taxation.                                                                    

120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California                                                                      

Telephone 888-861-0220 

 

Los Angeles County C                              

Cities Listed Alphabetically 
 

Cudahy is the second smallest city in Los 

Angeles County after Hawaiian Gardens but 

with one of the highest population densities. 

Cudahy is named for its founder, meat-packing 

leader Michael Cudahy. Cudahy incorporated 

in November 1960. Its 2020 estimated population 

is 22,811. Following WW II Cudahy residents 

worked for plants operated by General Motors, 

Chrysler, Firestone and Bethlehem Steel. Alfonso 

Noyola is the City Manager.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The late Ray Harris and Greg Korduner met for lunch 

at Wood Ranch in the Cerritos Town Center on 

Wednesday, December 17, 2014. Ray began his city 

services in Bellflower and Greg began in the Cities of 

Norwalk and Artesia. Greg retired as the Huntington 

Park City Manager. These two liked playing golf. 

 

 

City Manager Alfonso Noyola is a 

retired Air Force Major. He was a 

Medical Service Corps Officer. 

He served the Air Force from 1979 

to 1999. After working in the 

mortgage industry starting in 

1999, Alfonso joined the city staff 

in North Las Vegas. He worked as the Assistant 

Director of Police Services (2003-2010) and the 

Director of Administrative Services 2010-2014). 

He then served three years as the City Manager 

in Arvin (2015-2018) and then Boulder City (2018-

2020). Alfonso was appointed City Manager in 

Cudahy in July 2021.  

 

Brenda Rodriguez is the Cudahy Administrative 

Services Director. She joined the Cudahy staff in 

September 2014 as a Section Leader in the 

Cudahy Beautification Project following her 

service as a local soccer coach (2007-2015). 

Brenda was a Recreation Coordinator Inter in 

2015 and worked as an Account Clerk (2016-

2019) and Administrative Analyst from January 

2019 to January 2022 with she was appointed 

Director. Brenda earned a BBA from California 

State University, Long Beach and Master’s 

degree in public policy from the University of 

Southern California (USC). Brenda is a Notary 

Public. 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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Telephone No. 800-229-2343                               

www.cjpia.org 

 

 

 

 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue.  

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

                                                                                      

Avenu has California Offices in El 

Dorado Hills, Fresno, Pleasanton, 

Sacramento and Westlake Village. 

                                                                                               

Fran Mancia may be reached at       

559-288-7296. Fran is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).  

Los Angeles County C                              

Cities Listed Alphabetically 
 

Culver City has been a center for the film and 

television productions industry. The city was 

named for its founder, Harry Culver. John M. 

Nachbar is the City Manager, and Onyx Jones is 

the Assistant City Manager. H. Dale Jones was 

appointed the city’s Chief Administrative Officer 

in 1969.  Jody Hall-Esser was the CAO in 1996.  

 

City Manager John M. Nachbar 

served as an Administrative 

Assistant in Zanesville, Ohio in 

1979-1980. He then became 

and Administrative Assistant in 

Wichita Falls, Texas in 1980. In 

1982 he became the Assistant to 

the City Manager in Overland Park, Kansas and 

he was promoted to Assistant City Manager in 

1985. He came to California in 1987 to be the 

City Manager in the City of Patterson and he 

moved to be the City Administrator of Albany in 

1991. In 1994 John took a Deputy City Manager 

post in Tucson, Arizona. In January 2000 he 

returned to Overland Park as the City Manager. 

In August 2010 John was selected for the City 

Manager position in Culver City. He earned a 

BGS and an MPA from The University of Kansas. 

John received a rare 40-year ICMA Service 

Award in 2019.  

 

Joseph Robert Mack                                          

(June 10, 1939 - March 20, 2022) 

 

Arroyo Grande, California - Bob Mack’s professional 

career included positions as Assistant City Manager 

in Englewood Colorado and City Manager of Grants 

Pass and Lincoln City Oregon, Turlock, Arroyo 

Grande, and Desert Hot Springs in California. He also 

served as Executive Dean at San Francisco State 

University. While serving as City Manager in Arroyo 

Grande, Bob also served on the Board of the Arroyo 

Grande Community Hospital. A special “Thank You” 

to retired City Manager Jim Marshall for giving us the 

news. 

http://www.cjpia.org/
https://www.avenuinsights.com/
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http://www.pars.org/  

Public Agency Retirement Services 

PARS is one of the few industry providers of retirement 

and “other post-employment benefits” (OPEB) 

services that works solely with public sector 

clients. PARS works to provide public employee 

retirement enhancements, programs to pre-fund 

retiree healthcare plans, and design early retirement 

incentive programs for counties, cities and school 

districts. PARS specializes in providing public entities 

with local control of their tailored plans while assuring 

the safety and security of their funds. 

Public Agency Retirement Services (PARS) offers a full 

spectrum of retirement programs tailored to public 

agencies. The ultimate goal is to enable public 

agency clients to operate more effectively via 

innovative retirement programs that address specific 

organizational needs. Since 1983, PARS has been 

highly successful working hand-in-hand with each 

public agency client throughout all the phases of the 

program's operation, from design and 

implementation through ongoing administration.  

PARS administers hundreds of retirement programs 

that cover hundreds of thousands of plan 

participants in hundreds of cities, counties, school 

districts, community college districts, county offices 

of education, and special districts.  

PARS Plans and Programs include:                                     

• GASB 45 Post Retirement Healthcare Funding Plans 

• Retirement Enhancement Plans 

• Alternatives to Social Security for Part-time     

 Employees 

• Retirement Incentives 

• Matching Programs 

• Special Consulting Projects  
The PARS approach is high quality, hands-on services 

for the long term. PARS is not a broker of packaged 

retirement products who disappears after the sale. 

With PARS, once your retirement program is 

established, PARS is there for the duration. 

PARS plans and programs offer these advantages:   

Flexibility in investment, benefit, and design choices                                                                         

Security in safeguarding your assets                                                                                                       

Control at the local level                                                                                                                      

Savings from labor and benefit costs                                                                                                   

Service from an experienced and dedicated team 

 at PARS                                                                     

Integrity based on a long term commitment to 

 helping serve the public interest                                                  

It is a perfect time to explore options with PARS. Here 

are a few key contacts ready to help in California:     

Mitch Barker   

Executive Vice President 

mbarker@pars.org                                      
(800) 540-6369, ext. 116 

Jennifer Meza, CEBS                                                              

Manager, Consulting                                                              

800) 540-6369, ext. 141 

Ryan Nicasio, CEBS    

Vice President,  

(800) 540-6369, ext. 134 

Eric O’Leary, CEBS    

Executive Vice President 

(800) 540-6369, ext. 124 

Kevin O'Rourke                                                                        

Senior Municipal Consultant                                                                      

(800) 540-6369, ext. 127                               

P: (707) 249-5356 

Rachael Sander, CEBS                                                      

Senior Manager, Consulting                                             

(800) 540-6369, ext. 121 

Dennis Smith                                                                            

Senior Education Consultant                                                                       

(800) 540-6369, ext. 127 

Phoebe Tan                                                                          

Senior Manager, Plan Support                                                    

(800) -540-6369, ext. 142                                                                     

Maureen Toal, MPA, CAPPP**    

Executive Vice President, National Consulting 

(800) 540-6369, ext. 135 

Dennis Yu, MBA, CEBS    
Executive Vice President 
(800) 540-6369, ext. 104 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:rnicasio@pars.org
mailto:eoleary@pars.org
mailto:mtoal@pars.org
mailto:dyu@pars.org
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Picking Up the Pieces:  Fillmore City 

Manager David Rowlands has 

earned a 3% compensation 

increase in July. He is receiving a 

non-California Public Employees’ 

Retirement System pension fund 

retention bonus of $5,000. Dave 

began working in Fillmore in August 

2013. He served as City Manager in Clayton from 

January 2001 to August 2013. Prior to that assignment 

David served as the Deputy City Manager in the City 

of Novato starting in May 1998. He earned a BA from 

California Lutheran University and an MPA from 

California State University, Stanislaus. Ray Harris 

passed away on Wednesday morning, May 25, 2022.  

He was hospitalized on Friday for pneumonia and just 

could not kick it. It is reported that he went peacefully 

surrounded by family. Ray worked for the City of 

Bellflower as City Administrator Pete Feenstra’s “best 

ever” assistant. He also served later as the City 

Administrator in Hawaiian Gardens with veteran City 

Managers Doug Dunlap and Paul Philips. Ray also 

worked as the Field Executive for California Assembly 

Speaker Pro Tem Frank Vicencia and as the 

Transportation Deputy to Los Angeles County 

Supervisor Don Knabe. He also worked for the old RTD 

with good friend Sam Olivito. Ray was a BIG Indy 500 

fan and attended many races at the iconic Indiana 

track with a group of friends. Ray was a close friend 

to Paul Strohman and Glenn “Hutch” Hutchinson of 

the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department. Fred 

Diaz, the 1987 recipient of the John H. Nail Memorial 

Award, served as the City Manager in Indio (1990-

1994), Tracy (1994-2004) and Fremont (2004-2018). 

Fred earned a BA and MPA from California State 

University, Fullerton. Fred served as the sixth Fremont 

city manager. City Manager Melissa Steavenson-

Diaz of Redwood City married Fred. A criminal 

complaint and investigation are subjects in the City 

of Anaheim surrounding the Angels Stadium property 

and its potential development. City Manager Jim 

Vanderpool has met with FBI officials and city leaders 

regarding the issues. Former President and CEO of 

the Anaheim Chamber of Commerce Todd Ament is 

the subject of a criminal complaint. The Anaheim 

Mayor resigned. 

 

Former CCMF 

President, and retired 

Indian Wells and 

Atascadero City 

Manager 

Wade McKinney. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

California Joint Powers Insurance Authority (CJPIA) 

Chief Executive Officer Jonathan Shull, and La 

Cañada Flintridge City Manager Mark R. Alexander 

at the recent California Contract Cities Association 

Municipal Seminar.  

 

This is the family 1957 Thunderbird of Pismo Beach 

City Manager Jim Lewis. Jim recently cruised 

through the Paso Robles Wine Country in this car 

with his son Troy Lewis. 

 

Ryder Smith and his father-in-law Frank G. Tripepi; 

two of the best at what they do. 
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More Pieces Picked Up: Dr. Scott 

Andrews, Ed.D. is the newest Assistant 

City Manager in Bakersfield. He most 

recently worked as the City Manager 

in Covington, Georgia. After serving in 

various positions in Temple, Florida from 

2003 to 2014, Scott was the Economic Development 

Director in Sugar Hill, Georgia, and then Assistant City 

Administrator for Smyrna, Georgia. Scott earned a 

BBA from the University of South Florida/University of 

Phoenix; an MPA from Strayer University, and a 

Doctorate in organizational management from 

Argosy University. He received a 10-year ICMA 

Service Award in 2017. The inaugural California JPIA 

Risk Managers Committee met in May. San Dimas 

Assistant City Manager Brad McKinney is the 

Committee Chair, and La Cañada Flintridge Division 

Manager Arabo Parseghian is the Vice Chair. Ursula 

Luna-Reynosa was appointed to the Huntington 

Beach Community Development Director position in 

June 2018 replacing the retired Scott Hess. Ursula 

previously worked in Dana Point, Vallejo, Tracy and 

Pittsburg. She earned a BA in economics from the 

University of California, Riverside. Ayalneh “Albert” 

Merid is an Administrative Services Manager II for the 

City of Oakland. He joined the Oakland staff in 

September 2019. Albert attended business 

administration and supply chain management 

courses at San Jose State University. He earned a 

certificate in data science for business from the 

Harvard Business School online. Goleta City Manager 

Michelle Green who has a planned retirement has 

decided that she will stay in the City Manager 

position until September 1. Her original plan was to 

retire June 30. Michelle has worked for Goleta for 18-

years; the last 8-years as City Manager. During the 

late 1960s when M. D. “Mac” McKeown was 

Paramount City Manager, City of Industry City 

Manager Bob Rope had a commemorative “Happy 

Birthday” “rock” delivered to Mac’s home in Long 

Beach. After being in Long Beach for about a year, 

Mac had the rock relocated to the entrance area of 

Paramount City Hall. Mac’s career began in 1956 

when he became the City Manager in Dairy Valley 

(now Cerritos). He served as the Artesia City Manager 

from 1972 until he retired from Artesia in 1984. A family 

of city planners has retired from public service. Brian 

James has retired from his position as the Director of 

Planning and Building in Fountain Valley. He 

previously served as the Planning and Community 

Development Director in Hawthorne. Brian’s wife 

Jane James retired from her Planning position with 

the City of Huntington Beach. Brian is a graduate of 

California Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo in 

city and regional planning.   

This painting was started on location at Little Corona 

Beach. The artist is retired City Attorney              

David McEwen. He calls is: “Kids, Water & Water.” 

Dave is an old friend of retired city manager                

Lee McDougal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southern Californians George and Cherry Franco 

visiting the Golden Gate and the City by the Bay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All former city managers: Tom Robinson,            

James “Jim” Purtee, Jim Barisic and Lloyd de 

Llamas. Jim is the founder of Brandywine Homes 

and Lloyd is a founder of the HdL Companies. 
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   http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided 

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like 

the Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and 

the PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400 

clients address unfunded obligations and lower 

liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS 

is the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                                                            

                                                                                             

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

                                                                                          

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356 or 

kevin@kolgs.com 

 

Still More Pieces Picked Up: A family of 

city planners has retired from public 

service. Brian James has retired from his 

position as the Director of Planning and 

Building in Fountain Valley. He 

previously served as the Planning and 

Community Development Director in Hawthorne. 

Brian’s wife Jane James retired from her Planning 

position with the City of Huntington Beach. Brian is a 

graduate of California Polytechnic University, San Luis 

Obispo in city and regional planning.  

SHORTS: *Retired City Manager Bruce Williams is an 

alumnus of California State University, Chico. *Former 

Rio Vista Human Resources Analyst and Deputy City  

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 
 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; you 

don't need them often but when you do, they had 

better work." 

 

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his sons,               

Jason Gonsalves and Paul Gonsalves, are expert 

local government lobbyists. 
 

The firm represents 50-plus cities and is a key player in 

city legislation. The firm works closely with the League 

of California Cities. 

 

                                                                    

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time 

Member of the CCMF Board of Trustees 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

 

 

 

Clerk (2010-2020) Marni Rittburg has served as the 

Calistoga City Clerk since December 2020. 

*MuniEnvironmental, LLC President and CEO Jeff 

Duhamel says that his greatest joy in his professional 

life was developing and building the Downey Area 

Recycling & Transfer (DART) center. *Mark Scott 

served as a City Manager in Beverly Hill (1990-2003), 

Spatanburg, South Carolina (2003-2009), Culver City 

(2009-2010), Fresno (2010-2013), Burbank (2013-2016), 

San Bernardino (2016-2017), Indio (2017-2021) and 

Interim City Manager  in Lincoln (2021-2022). *Buellton 

City Manager Scott Wolfe is working with a local 

group to provide a future home for a community 

garden. *Lee Whittenberg, retired Seal Beach 

Director of Community Development, who also had 

a long tenure with Bellflower, has relocated to South 

Carolina to be close to his grandchildren.  

 

 

Trackdown’s  

Jack and Susan Simpson with 

their five-year old grandson  

Koa Ha at his pre-school 

graduation in Buena Park.   

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
https://gonsalvi.com/

