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Huntington Beach Pier: at 1,850 feet in length, it is one 

of the longest piers on the West Coast. It was rebuilt 

after two severe storms in the 1980s. It is free and open 

to the public daily from 5 a.m. to midnight. Since the 

Summer of 2022, Al Zelinka is the Huntington Beach 

City Manager. Al succeeded City Manager Oliver Chi, 

who moved on to be the Irvine City Manager. Retired 

City Manager Sean Joyce served as the Interim City 

Manager. (This January 2023 picture was contributed 

by Peter Verdoljak of Cerritos.) 
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Santa Clara County, home of the San Francisco 

49ers, incorporated in February 1850. The 2020 

estimated population is 1,936,259. Dr. Jeffrey V. 

Smith, M.D., J.D. is the Santa Clara County 

Executive Officer. Santa Clara County has fifteen 

incorporated cities. This is the second in a three-

part series covering those cities. The third five cities 

include Palo Alto, San Jose, Santa Clara, Saratoga 

and Sunnyvale.  Santa Clara County has a 

population of 1,928,000 in an area of 1,291 square 

miles. The median home price in the county is 

$1,397,00. 

 

Subscribe to this newsletter free of charge. Go 

to the Trackdown Management web page 

and sign up with your email address: 
 

www.trackdownmanagement.net 
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borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work 

as a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   
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In 1855, what is Palo Alto today was 

known as the town of Mayfield. The 

city was founded in 1894 by Leland 

Stanford when he was developing 

Stanford University in memory of his 

son, Leland Stanford Jr. Palo Alto in a charter city 

named for a variety of the coastal redwood trees 

known as El Palo Alto. The city incorporated in April 

1894. Ed Shikada is the City Manager and Kiely 

Nosé is the Assistant City Manager. Chantal Gaines 

is the Deputy City Manager and Meghan Horrigan-

Taylor is the Chief Communications Officer. 

Jonathan Lait is the Director of Planning and 

Development Services. The Palo Alto City Clerk is 

Lesley Milton. Kristen O’Kane is the Director of 

Community Services. Andrew Binder is the Chief of 

Police and Geoffrey Blackshire is the Fire Chief. 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 

 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 
 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations. 
 

Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized                       

emphasis on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-   

Program Administration and Oversight 

Agent Services; Mortgage program                                                            

Administration Services; Mortgage 

Insurance Product Research/Development. 
 

 

 

 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 |Telephone: 909-345-849 

 

 

Palm Oasis in the Coachella Valley. Andreas Canyon is 

one of the popular hiking routes in the area. This is the 

home to the world’s second-largest California Fan 

Palm oasis. (Pictures by Susan Simpson) 
 

https://nhaadvisors.com/ 

NHA Advisors, LLC provides 

strategic, objective and financially 

sound advice to public agencies 

throughout California. Consistently 

ranked as one of the most active 

municipal advisors*, NHA Advisors is 

distinguished from the competition 

by delivering broad advisory and consulting services to 

meet the challenging and complex needs of public 

agency clients. As a fiduciary, the firm develops 

comprehensive options and strategies that solve for 

maintaining/enhancing service levels, capital project 

needs, manage and contain costs and risks such as 

rising pension costs and promote fiscal sustainability 

through prudent policies. 

 

Craig Hill, Managing Principal 

N H A|A D V I S O R S  

Financial & Policy Strategies. Delivered. 
  

Tel: (415) 785-2025 x2001 
Cell: (415) 518-4130 

Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com 

 

 

 “Learn to control your emotions or 

they will control you.”                             

--Edgar Martinez 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
https://nhaadvisors.com/
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Trackdown Posse Roster                        
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Gardens  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, W. Sacramento 

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager; Interim, Downey 

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired San Pablo/La Quinta  

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia   

  

Posse Roster: 
 

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, South Gate, Brookings 
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http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government.  

He has developed successful strategies and paths     

to issues facing local government. Pat can help     

you, whether you are a City Manager looking for  

ways to turn your city around, or a developer  

needing assistance navigating the complexities  

of the political and/or entitlement process.  

 

Pat West was honored with the League of  

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for  

City Managers of Distinction.       

                                                                       

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private 

partnerships. 

                                                  

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 
 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like  

parachutes; you don't need them often but  

when you do, they had better work." 

 

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his sons, 

Jason Gonsalves and Paul Gonsalves, 

are expert Local government lobbyists. 

The firm represents 50-plus cities and is 

a key player in city legislation. They 

work closely with the League of   

California Cities. Anthony Gonsalves is 

the longest serving Member of the CCMF Board of 

Trustees 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

925 L Street, Suite 250 

Sacramento, California 95814 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
https://gonsalvi.com/
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City Manager Ed Shikada of Palo 

Alto began his public service 

career as Project Manager for a 

transportation planning and 

engineering consultant in Santa 

Monica (1985-1991). From 1991 to 

1995, Ed worked as a Congestion 

Management Program Manager 

for the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority. He worked as the Director 

of Public Works for the City of Long Beach starting 

in 1995. In 2003 Ed took a Deputy City Manager 

position in San José and moved up to Chief 

Deputy City Manager and Assistant City Manager 

during the next 10-years. Ed was appointed to the 

San José City Manager position in December 2013. 

He left San José in January 2015 and became the 

Assistant City Manager and General Manager of 

Utilities in Palo Alto in April 2015. When City 

Manager James Keene retired in 2018 Ed was 

selected to be the new City Manager in 

December 2018. Ed earned a BS from the University 

of Hawaii, Manoa and a Master’s degree in 

architecture and urban planning from the 

University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). Ed also 

completed special certificate programs as 

Harvard University Kennedy School and at 

Stanford University.   

 

California Contract Cities Association 
 

https://contractcities.org/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Wood of the City of Lakewood, President 

Ali Sajjad Taj of the City of Artesia, Vice President 
 

Marcel Rodarte Executive Director   

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210                                  

Cerritos, California 90703                                              

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

 
 

Los Alamitos Police Department joined the Pink Patch 

Project with its inaugural pink patch in 2022. The 

project helps spread the awareness of breast cancer 

and support victims of the disease. The project started 

with the Seal Beach Police Department in 2012 to raise 

funds for cancer awareness. In 2015, the Irwindale 

Police Department joined the effort. The Los Angeles 

Police Chiefs Association took up the idea and the 

program has expanded to several hundred partner 

agencies throughout the world.   

 

http://www.nwfg.com/ 

 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an 

investment banking firm providing underwriting 

and financial advisory services to public  

agencies, and implementation of special tax 

methodologies.  Experts in mobile home park 

financings, Certificates of Participation, and  

general obligation bond financings, tax  

allocation refunding, revenue and expense 

projections modeling. 

 

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s 

President Pam Newcomb. Pam 

began her investment banking 

career in 1984. 
 

1254 Hoover Street                                                        

Carlsbad, California 92008 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

https://contractcities.org/
http://www.nwfg.com/
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www.ekapr.com 

                                                                                     

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a  

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, lawyers, 

journalists, and media relations specialists.                 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within the 

City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities within 

Los Angeles County.  

                                                             

To contact EKA                          

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner 

 

 

An early “Proof of Life” lunch at Tap’s in Brea.  The next 

POL lunch is scheduled for Thursday, March 30, 2023 at 

the North Woods Inn Restaurant in La Mirada. On the 

far right is Greg Korduner, one of the POL Founders. 
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James Keene Jr. began his public management 

career in 1980 as an Intern in Montgomery County, 

Maryland. In 1981 Jim was retained by Rockville, 

Maryland as a Budget Analyst and in 1983 he was 

promoted to a position in the Office of 

Management & Budget. Jim left Rockville in 1985 

when he joined the Loudoun County, Virginia staff 

as Assistant County Administrator. In 1987 he 

became the Deputy County Administrator and in 

1991 Jim left Loudoun County to move west. He 

took the County Manager post in Coconino 

County, Arizona. After about 5-years, Jim moved 

to California when he was selected to serve as the 

City Manager of Berkeley in 1996. In 2000 he 

returned to Arizona when he was appointed City 

Manager Tucson. Jim was the Tucson City 

Manager until 2005. That year he was appointed 

Executive Director of the California State 

Association of Counties (CSAC). In 2007 he took 

the job of Director of Strategic Issues and ICMA 

West, where he worked with Cal-ICMA. Jim was 

appointed City Manager in Palo Alto in 2008. He 

retired in 2018. Jim earned a BA and an MA from 

the University of Maryland. Jim served as an ICMA 

Legacy Leader between 2007 and 2011. He is a 

past Board Member of the Arizona City/County 

Management Association. 
 

Frank Benest is an ICMA Credential Manager.  He 

served as the Palo Alto City Manager from April 

2000 to August 2008. Frank previously served as 

City Manager in Colton (1986-1989) and Brea 

(1989-2000). Frank was the Director of Human 

Services in the City of Gardena (1974-1986). Since 

retiring, Frank has worked as a public 

management consultant and as an ICMA Senior 

Advisor for the Next Generation Initiatives. Frank 

earned a BA from Yale University, an MA in public 

administration from California State University, 

Long Beach, and an Ed.D. degree from Brigham 

Young University.  

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
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San José is the largest city in 

Northern California in population 

and area. Founded in November 

1777 the City of San José 

incorporated in March 1850 on 

the same day as San Diego and 

Benicia. San José has a 2020 population of 

1,013,240 and an area of 181.36 square miles. The 

area has a rich history with the Spanish Crown and 

Mexican government and the building of the 

Missions. The City Manager is Jennnifer Maguire 

and Toni Taber is the City Clerk.    

 

Jennifer Maguire, after working 

as Acting City Manager, was 

appointed City Manager in 

2021. She has worked for the 

City of San José for more than 

30-years in various positions. 

She started in 1991 as a Budget 

Analyst. Jennifer focused on 

employee and labor relations 

issues in 1998 as Assistant City Manager. She 

became Assistant Budget Director in 2000 and in 

2008 she was appointed Budget Director. In 2012 

Jennifer was named among the San Jose/Silicon 

Valley Business Journal’s 100 Women of Influence 

and the YMCA presented her with a Tribute to 

Women Award. Jennifer earned a BS in 

psychology and an MBA from Santa Clara 

University. Jennifer has been a San José resident for  

more than 24-years and she has lived in Santa 

Clara County most of her life.   

 

https://www.calcities.org/education-and-

events/event/2023/09/20/default-calendar/annual-

conference-and-expo 

Annual Conference and Expo 

September 20-22, 2023 

SAFE Credit Union Convention Center, Sacramento 

 

 
Military equipment travels the Coachella Valley on train flat 

cars with a wind farm in the background. (The picture was 

taken by Susan Simpson on February 1, 2023.) 

 

 

 

http://www.pars.org/ 
   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided retirement 

plan and trust solutions designed exclusively for public 

agencies. With programs like the Pension Rate 

Stabilization Program (PRSP) and the PARS OPEB  

Trust, PARS has helped over 400 clients address 

unfunded obligations and lower liabilities. PARS is the 

pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-kind program 

designed to provide local control over assets and 

potential for greater return than the general fund. With 

innovative retirement solutions tailored to the unique 

needs of each agency, PARS is the largest private 

provider of multiple-employer Section 115 trusts in 

California. Since 1984 the PARS team has provided 

retirement services designed specifically for each 

public agency's unique needs aiming to provide 

superior employee benefits while improving 

management effectiveness, reducing costs, and 

simplifying administration.                                                                    

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide agencies 

guiding through the process to achieve bottom-line 

results; and redefine goals and objectives.                                                                                                            

                                                                                             

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/09/20/default-calendar/annual-conference-and-expo
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/09/20/default-calendar/annual-conference-and-expo
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/09/20/default-calendar/annual-conference-and-expo
http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org


 

 

 

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management         Page | 7            
February 2023 Special                                                                                             Volume No. 16 | Issue No. 4
                                                         

borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work 

as a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   
                                           
    

 

 

 

 

 

http://rwglaw.com/ 

                                                                                                   

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients  

seeking reliable, efficient, and effective legal  

counsel. RWG delivers practical advice and  

solutions tailored to the unique needs of  

public entities. 

Working seamlessly across offices in  

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange 

County, Temecula, and the Central 

Coast. The RWG team of experts 

provides the full scope of public law 

services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from  

listening carefully and asking the right questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the                       

Board of Trustees of the California City  

Management Foundation (CCMF).  

   Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USI has developed sophisticated employee 

benefit programs for public entities for more 

than 30-years. USI helps agencies design 

innovative benefit solutions and provide  

benefit education to bargaining units. 
 

The power of USI, and its ability to bring 

 best-in-class solutions and services to clients  

and communities, is achieved through the 

 collective knowledge and experience of 

 professionals coming together as ONE. 
 

  

For more information contact            

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010  

or gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                                                

www.usi.com                                          

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                                     

Torrance, CA 90503    
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Lee Wilcox is the Assistant City Manager for the 

City of San José. Lee was a Legislative Assistant in 

the California State Assembly (March 2002-May 

2003) and a Legislative & Grassroots Mobilization 

Coordinator with a private firm (May 2003-

December 2004). In January 2005 to October 2008 

Lee worked as Chief of Staff with the San José City 

Council. He became Assistant to the City Manager 

& Downtown Manager in November 2008 and in 

January 2015 he started working as the Budget 

Director. In November 2017 Lee became Chief of 

Staff as a member of the City Manager’s Executive 

Management Team. He was made Deputy City 

Manager in February 2021 and Assistant City 

Manager in September 2021. Lee earned a BA 

from Sonoma State University and an MPA from the 

University of Colorado, Denver. He also completed 

special leadership programs at Harvard University. 

 

San Jose City Managers                                                                                
(From the establishment of the office by Charter 

Amendment in 1916.) 

Thomas H. Reed July 1916–October 1918                          

W. C. Bailey August 1918–October 1920                         

C. B. Goodwin October 1920–May 1944                        

John J. Lynch May 1944–1946                                                   

O. W. Campbell June 1946–Dec. 1949                                                           

Anthony P. "Dutch" Hamann March 

1950–Nov. 1969                                      

Thomas W. Fletcher December 1969–

April 1973         Ted Tedesco February 1973–August 1978                 

James A. Alloway February 1979–May 1980                 

Francis T. Fox June 1980–July 1983                          

Gerald E. Newfarmer July 1983–May 1989                      

Leslie R. White May 1989–August 1994                     

Regina V. K. Williams November 1994–January 1999         

Del D. Borgsdorf September 1999–February 2006          

Leslie R. White February 2006–June 2007                 

Debra Figone July 2007–December 2013                              

Ed Shikada December 2013–January 2014                   

Norberto Duenas January 2014–October 2017           

David Sykes October 2017–July 2021                           

Jennifer Maguire July 2021–present                                                                  

Historical List of San José City Manager 

http://rwglaw.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.usi.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Jose,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thomas_H._Reed&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._C._Bailey
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=C._B._Goodwin&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_Lynch_(California)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=O._W._Campbell&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A._P._Hamann
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thomas_W._Fletcher&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ted_Tedesco&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=James_A._Alloway&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Francis_T._Fox&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gerald_E._Newfarmer&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Leslie_R._White&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Regina_V._K._Williams&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Del_D._Borgsdorf&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Leslie_R._White&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Debra_Figone&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ed_Shikada&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Norberto_Duenas&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=David_Sykes_(city_manager)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jennifer_Maguire_(city_manager)&action=edit&redlink=1
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City Executives in     

Santa Clara County Part 3 

Santa Clara was first visited by 

Europeans when José Francisco 

Ortega came in 1769. The 

Spanish colonized California with 

21 missions. The Mission Santa 

Clara de Asis was established in 

1777.   Santa Clara is in the center of Silicon Valley, 

and is the home of Santa Clara University, the 

oldest university in California established in 1851. 

Levi’s Stadium, where the San Francisco 49ers play 

NFL football, is also located in Santa Clara. The city 

incorporated in July 1852. The 2020 population is 

127,647. Rajeev Batra has served as the Interim City 

Manager since last April. San Bruno City Manager 

Jovan D. Grogan is the new City Manager starting 

May 1. Hosam Haggag is the City Clerk. James F. 

Teixeira is the Santa Clara Director of Parks & 

Recreation and Aracely Azevedo is the Director of 

Human Resources. Cynthia Bojorquez, Ruth 

Shikada and Nadine Nader are the Assistant City 

Manager and Andrew Crabtree is the Director of 

Community Development. Kenn Lee is the Director 

of Finance and the Public Works Director is Craig 

Mobeck. 

Santa Clara City Manager Rajeev Batra was 

appointed as Interim City Manager following the 

firing of City Manager Deanna Santana at the end 

of February 2022. Rajeev previously served as 

Santa Clara Interim City Manager from April 2016 

to March 2017. He was the City’s Public Works 

Director for about 13-years before that leaving 

that position in March 2016. He retired in March 

2017. Before joining the Santa Clara city staff 

Rajeev worked for the City of San José starting in 

1983 and leaving for Santa Clara while serving as 

Acting Director of Public Works in June 2002. He 

was educated at Panjab Engineering College. 

“Who wants to be average? Average is that place in 

the middle. It’s the best of the worst,     

or the worst of the best.” 

--The Late Bob Moawad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.tourdepier.com 

Sunday, May 21, 2023 

11th Annual Tour de Pier 

CSC South Bay is a proud partner of Tour de Pier 

A unique fundraiser with stationary cycling on the 

beautiful Manhattan Beach Pier.  

Funds are raised for cancer research and services. 

http://www.tourdepier.com/
https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
https://www.willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services.aspx
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www.chwlaw.us 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed  

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.  

  CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

H&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law. 

 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder,  

and currently is City Attorney for the City of  

Grass Valley. Two of the firm’s attorneys  

were named California Lawyers of theYear  

(2020). 2022 Winter Newsletter 
Microsoft Word - Winter 2022 Newsletter(298295.1).docx 

(mcusercontent.com) 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700;      

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 
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Andrew Crabtree, Santa Clara Director of 

Community Development since August 2016, 

started his working career in the private sector in 

1990 with the Shimizu Corporation of Tokyo, Japan. 

He worked for an architectural firm in Corvallis, 

Oregon (1994-1995), and he teacher and research 

assistant at MIT in Massachusetts (1995-1997). He 

was a Planning Intern in Oakland (1997-1998). 

Andrew was hired as a planner in San José 1998. In 

2006 Andrew worked in the Campbell Office of the 

City Manager in a talent exchange program. He 

worked more than 15-years for San José and 

worked his way up to become the Environmental 

Review and Sustainability Division Manager 

starting in November 2011. In September 2013 

Andrew went to work for the City of Morgan Hill as 

Community Development Director, before 

coming to work for the City of Santa Clara. Andrew 

has an impressive higher education record. He 

attended Oregon State University and earned a 

BSAD in architecture from the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology. He completed the Harvard 

University intensive Japanese language program, 

and earned an ME in urban design from The 

University of Tokyo. He continued Japanese 

language training and earned a MCP in city 

planning from MIT.  

 

 

 

 
 

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest  

associations of its kind in the nation. 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.mmanc.org 

 

http://www.chwlaw.us/
https://mcusercontent.com/0d60a13ea352ae7a05b90f326/files/e72860f4-c684-e51f-1ea8-c929b34a0ea6/2022_Winter_Newsletter.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/0d60a13ea352ae7a05b90f326/files/e72860f4-c684-e51f-1ea8-c929b34a0ea6/2022_Winter_Newsletter.pdf
https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.mmanc.org/
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Gonzalo “Gonzo” Vazquez, retired Water Quality 

Manager for the City of Cypress, is seen here at a 

recent lunch with Brian Ingallinera of Brea, Alex Waite 

of Tustin, Terri Elliot retired from Huntington Beach, and 

Jim Merid of Huntington Beach. They kicked around 

storm water issues and other important topics too! 

 

City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County Part 3     

 Saratoga is an affluent residential community. In 

1851 Martin McCarthy founded Saratoga as 

“McCarthysville.” The first post office established in 

1867 had the McCarthysville name. In 1863 the 

community was renamed Bank Mills. In 1865 the 

town was dubbed its final name Saratoga for 

Saratoga Springs, New York. Saratoga 

incorporated in October 1956. Its 2020 population 

is set at 31,051. James Lindsay is the City Manager 

and Britt Avrit is the Saratoga City Clerk. Crystal 

Bothelio is the Assistant City Manager and Lauren 

Blom is the Public Information Officer.  

 

City Manager James Lindsay was a Permit Center 

Manager in Milpitas starting in 2000. He was 

Planning Manager starting in 2003. After a couple 

of private sector jobs (2005-2007), he returned to 

Milpitas as the Planning & Neighborhood Services 

Director (2007-2011). He joined Saratoga as 

Community Development Director in 2011 and he 

became City Manager in July 2014. James earned 

a BA from San Jose State University. 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

  

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint 

Powers Authority (JPA) with the goal 

of helping communities fund critical 

projects. ICFA has assisted funding 

more than $500 million in critical community projects, 

from hospitals to charter schools, municipal utilities 

and housing. 
 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                         

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

info@ICFAuthority.org 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.olsonhomes.com/ 

 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities.    

Since 1988, The Olson Company mission                                

has been to work hand-in-hand with cities to  

solve the critical shortage of urban housing  

by promoting and investing in responsible 

development that improves quality of life for 

everyone. The company has successfully partnered 

with more than 100 cities since 1988. 

 
Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

  

3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100  

Seal Beach, CA 90740-2751 

https://www.icfauthority.org/
mailto:info@ICFAuthority.org
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
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http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City 

Manager Robert "Bob" Hinderliter. HdL 

expanded and improved with the help 

of a partnership with former City 

Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s 

retired Executive Chairman.                     

Andy Nickerson is the President/CEO. Other members 

of the HdL team include Vikki Beatley, Paula Cone, 

Barry Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly Konczak, David 

McPherson, and Bobby Young.  

 

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology and consulting services. HdL’s team of 

professionals currently serve more than 600 agencies 

nationwide. HdL Companies offers support services and 

software that includes sales, use and transactions taxes, 

economic development, property taxes, business 

license fees, transient occupancy tax, short-term rental 

compliance, rent control, indirect cost recovery, utility 

users tax, and cannabis regulation and taxation.  

                                                                                           
120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California                                                                      

Telephone 888-861-0220 

 

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Jim L. Barisic, former Artesia City Manager 

who also worked in Cerritos and 

Paramount, and is a Viet  Nam veteran, 

founded Brandywine in 1994.                      

 

Jim and two of his  

sons Brett Whitehead and David Barisic,   

Alex Hernandez and Mario Urzua direct 

 Brandywine Homes. 

Please check the firm’s website for current sales! 

                                                                                           

           Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400                                         
 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 
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Saratoga Assistant City Manager Crystal Bothelio 

began her public service career as a City Council 

Aide in the City of San José in 2005, and she was a 

Policy Analyst for a City Council Member in 2007. 

In November 2007 she was hired in Saratoga as an 

Administrative Analyst. She moved up to Assistant 

to the City Manager and City Clerk in 2011. Crystal 

was name Deputy City Manager in 2017 and 

Assistant City Manager in July 2019. She has been 

with Saratoga for more than 15-years. Crystal 

earned a BA from San Jose State University and an 

MPA from the University of San Francisco.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tripepismith.com/ 

 
“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready to help  

with outreach campaigns, video production,  

content writing, messaging, graphic work, technology 

infrastructure and websites." 

 

 

“Attitudes are contagious. Do you want people 

around you to catch yours?” –Bob Moawad 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
https://www.tripepismith.com/
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Sunnyvale was a wheat farming 

area in the early years but in the 

1870s, fruit orchards replaced many 

of the large wheat farms due to tax 

laws, imports and soil degradation. 

The city incorporated in December 

1912. Its 2020 population is estimated at 155,805. 

Kent Steffens is the City Manager, and the Assistant 

City Manager is Teri Silva.  The two Deputy City 

Manager are Jaqui Guzmán and Connie Verceles. 

Trudi Ryan is the Community Development 

Director, and Ramana Chinnakotla is the 

Environmental Services Director. Tim Kirby is the 

Finance Director, the Human Resources Director is 

Tina Murphy and Michelle Perera is the Library & 

Recreation Services Director. Chip Taylor is the 

Public Works Director and the Public Safety 

Director is Chief Phan S. Ngo.  

 

Sunnyvale City Manager Kent Steffens served as 

Interim City Manager from October 2017 after City 

Manager Deanna Santana left the city to become 

the Santa Clara City Manager. He was appointed 

City Manager in December 2017 after a national 

recruitment effort. Kent joined the Sunnyvale city 

staff in 2011 as Director of Public Works. He 

became Assistant City Manager in September 

2014. Kent previously worked for the cities of Menlo 

Park, Palo Alto and Foster City. Prior to his city 

service he worked as a senior engineer for a Bay 

Area utility district and as a construction manager 

for the U.S. Navy.  

 

Michelle Perera worked for the City of Rancho 

Cucamonga for more than 22-years starting in 

1994. She was the Library Director when she left to 

become the Director of Library & Information 

Services in Pasadena starting in 2016. She joined 

the Sunnyvale staff as Director of Library and 

Recreation Services in 2022. She earned a BA from 

the University of California, Riverside, and an MLIS 

from San Jose State University. 

 

 
https://www.climatec.com/ 

 
Founded in 1975, Climatec has grown from humble 

beginnings into one of the largest providers of building 

technology and energy efficiency solutions in the 

nation – and Climatec has been a proud member of 

the Robert Bosch family since 2015. 

 

Led by a highly credentialed team with more than 

 300 years of combined industry experience, Climatec 

helps public agencies find general fund relief through 

renewed infrastructure and funding solutions. The firm 

has delivered thousands of successful energy 

efficiency programs to public sector clients, including 

education, local, county, state, and federal 

governments. 

 
Regional Managers 

Ashley Cascio and 

Tyler Girtman 
 

Southern California Telephone: 949-474-0955                            

Bay Area Telephone: 925-558-2729 

 

Telephone No. 800-229-2343                               

www.cjpia.org  

https://www.climatec.com/
http://www.cjpia.org/
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http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

The HdL Companies are dedicated to helping 

cities, counties, redevelopment agencies and 

special districts maximize revenues through 

allocation audits, financial and economic 

analysis and through the provision of related 

software products. 

 
The HdL Companies serves more than 335 local 

governments across the nation and North America. 

HdL was founded in 1983 by Robert Hinderliter, a 

former Director of Finance and City Administrator in 

Commerce, California. Bob developed California's first 

computerized sales tax management program, and 

worked to secure the legislation that allows 

independent verification of the State Board of 

Equalization's allocation of sales tax revenues to local 

governments. In 1987, Lloyd de Llamas purchased 50% 

of the corporate stock and the company became 

Hinderliter, de Llamas and Associates with a primary 

focus on sales tax analysis, allocation audits, and 

software. 

In 1993, a separate corporation was organized by 

partners Paula Cone, Martin Coren, Robert Hinderliter, 

and Lloyd de Llamas to provide property tax related 

services, including allocation audits, trends analysis, 

tax increment verification, tax allocation bond fiscal 

services, and related software products. 

In 1996, HdL Software LLC was established with 

participants Nancy Hicks, Robert Hinderliter, and   

Lloyd de Llamas to provide easy-to-use,             

integrated "counter tools" for the processing and 

tracking of revenue related functions, such as   

business licenses, building/planning permits, animal 

control licenses, and code enforcement violations. 

                                                                             

 

The three HdL affiliates operate as a single, 

coordinated unit providing a variety of integrated 

services and software products.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Sales and Use Tax Audits 

HdL identifies and recovers sales and use tax 

allocation errors, helps maximize tax revenues from 

specific projects and business situations, and provides 

ongoing data, analyses, and staff expertise to support 

fiscal planning and economic development.  

Experience and Expertise 

HdL Coren & Cone gives local governments access to 

a unique combination of expert analysis, cutting edge 

software, and ongoing support. Our services make the 

most of our extensive experience, advanced 

technologies, and dedication to service. 

 

Full Service Software Solutions 

HdL's software solutions are designed, implemented 

and supported by people who understand the unique 

challenges and needs of local government. More than 

a vendor, HdL works as a partner; providing expert 

analysis and guidance, effective software solutions, 

and unmatched quality of technical support. 

 

Among The HdL Companies' officials are: 

Lloyd de Llamas, Executive Chair-retired, provided sales 

tax services to local governments since 1987. He served as 

City Manager in Monterey Park, Lawndale and Woodlake 

and as an Assistant in Torrance and San Diego.                                                      

 

Andrew Nickerson, President of the HdL Sales Tax arm,    

has more than 20-years of experience with local 

governments revenue enhancements and protection. He     

is a California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 

graduate. 

 

Paula Cone, President of HdL Coren and Cone, the 

property tax arm of the HdL Companies, has more than 

twenty-years of municipal finance and city management 

experience.   

  

Robert Gray, President of HdL Software LLC has been with 

HdL Companies since 1996. He earned an MBA from Azusa 

Pacific University. 

 

 
 

The HdL Companies 
120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200 

Brea, California 92821 

Telephone: • 888-861-0220 
 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=detail&navid=49&cid=17
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=nav&navid=45
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=nav&navid=27
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Picking Up the Pieces: Claremont 

Assistant City Manager Jamie Earl 

joined the city staff in Claremont in 

August 2010 as a Senior Recreation 

Leader. She has risen through the 

ranks first as a Program Coordinator 

in Special Events starting in 

September 2012; Management 

Analyst, August 2014; Assistant to 

the City Manager, August 2016; and 

Assistant City Manager starting in November 2020. 

Jamie earned a BS in health science from California 

State University, Fullerton. Morro Bay City Manager Scott 

Collins is leaving his position with the city for a position 

with the Housing Authority of San Luis Obispo (HASLO). 

Scott has served as the Morro Bay City Manager since 

November 2017. Prior to coming to Morro Bay, Scott was 

the Deputy City Manager for the City of Santa Cruz 

(206-2017) and Assistant to the City Manager before 

that (2011-2016). He worked in Colorado previous to his 

Santa Cruz positions. Scott was a Council Aide in Santa 

Cruz for 8-months in 2001, and then as a Constituent 

Intern with a U. S. Congress Member. He spent a year as 

a Research Assistant with ICMA in 2005-2006. Scott 

earned a BA in U.S. history from the University of 

California, Santa Cruz and an MPA from The George 

Washington University. Mark Linder, 76, is the new 

Interim City Manager for the City of Sonoma. Mark has 

a long public management record reaching back to 

1987 when he served as Assistant General Manager of 

the Santa Cruz Metro Transit District.  In 1991 he took the 

Assistant Town Manager position in Los Gatos, and in 

1995 he became a Deputy City Manager in San Jose. 

From 1997 to 2002 Mark served as the San Jose Director 

of Parks, Recreation & Neighborhood Services. After 

serving as San Jose Assistant City Manager (2002-2006) 

and Deputy City Manager (2006-2008), Mark took the 

Director of Parks and Recreation position in Cupertino 

(2008-2013). He was City Manager in Campbell (2013-

2016) before founding a private consultant firm in Santa 

Cruz. Since August 2022 Mark has worked part-time with 

Baker Tilly US in San Jose.  Carpinteria City Manager 

Dave Durflinger has announced his retirement after 24-

years with the city. He has served as City Manager since 

July 2001. Dave began his public service career with the 

City of Cathedral City as a planner starting in July 1988. 

Dave was promoted to Senior Planner in August 1995, 

and he became City Planner in Cathedral City in June 

1998. Dave joined the City of Carpinteria city staff in 

January 1999 as Community Development Director. He 

earned an AA from Glendale College and a BA from 

the University of California, Riverside. In 2018 Dave 

received a 30-year ICMA Service Award. No timeline 

has been set for hiring a new City Manager. 

 

 

Mark A. Waronek and his wife Kristine Waronek at  

the Hilton Santa Barbara Beachfront Resort during  

the 2023 Independent Cities Association (ICA) Winter 

Seminar. Mark is President and CEO of a consulting 

group. Mark is a Member of the Lomita City Council 

and a former Mayor. Mark is a past President of the 

California Contract Cities Association. 

 
 

San Mateo City Manager Drew Corbett 

plans to retire June 30 this summer 2023.  

Drew has served as City Manager since 

2018, and he was Assistant City Manager 

(2016-2018) after joining the San Mateo city 

staff in August 2015 as the Finance Director. Drew joined 

the City of Sunnyvale staff as a Budget Analyst in July 

2005. He was promoted to Assistant Director of Finance 

and Budget Manager in August 2010.  Drew left 

Sunnyvale to become the Finance Director in Menlo 

Park in August 2013. He earned a BA from The University 

of the South and an MBA from the University of 

Wisconsin School of Business in Madison. Montebello 

City Manager Rene Bobadilla is on a voluntary leave 

following action that diminishes the manager’s 

authority, including his responsibilities to hire and fire. 

Rene has an admirable reputation as a municipal 

manager professional. He began his career as a civil 

engineer with the San Gabriel County Water District and 

with the County of Los Angeles. In 2008 he went to work 

in public works for the City of El Monte. From 2010 to 

2012 he served as the El Monte City Manager. He was 

the Huntington Park City Manager (2012-2014) and then 

he was City Manager in Pico Rivera starting in June 

2014. Rene was appointed to the Montebello City 

Manager position in July 2020. Rene earned a BS from 

California State Polytechnic University, Pomona. 
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http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former City 

Manager Larry J. Kosmont,  

Chairman and CEO 

  

            2021 CCMF Corporate 

                   Partner of the Year. 
 

Kosmont Companies serves the needs of cities, 

counties, quasi-government agencies, private 

companies, developers, and non-profit organizations, 

including educational institutions across California. 

With unmatched expertise in public / private 

transactions, Kosmont Companies helps communities 

thrive by creating sustainable projects. 
  

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of  

evolving trends, challenges and solutions.  

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on  

approach to economic development focused  

on successful outcomes. 
 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266    

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

More Picking Up the Pieces: Jennifer Ott 

returned to the city staff in Alameda as 

City Manager in January. She left 

Alameda in 2018 to become the Assistant 

City Manager and Development Services 

Director in the City of Hayward. She 

previously served Alameda as Redevelopment 

Manager, Chief Operating Office of Alameda Point, 

Base Reuse and Transportation Planning Director, as-

well-as, Acting Assistant City Manager. Jennifer earned 

a BA in history and Spanish from the University of 

California, Davis and an MPP from the University of 

California, Berkeley. Central Basin Municipal Water 

District General Manager Alejandro "Alex" Rojas —who 

was hired to rehabilitate the District Administration—

faces charges of money laundering, soliciting a bribe 

and grand theft embezzlement. The charges, filed in 

August, stem from Alex’s service as Superintendent of 

the Bassett Unified School District in La Puente from 

2014-17, and not from his work at the District. 

 

A Monarch in the Coachella Valley 

                                                                                   

 

City of Petaluma City Manager Peggy Flynn worked 

with the San Jose Redevelopment Agency starting in 

1998. She was the Agency’s Communication and 

Government Affairs Manager as well as serving as a 

Special Projects Manager. In 2004 Peggy took the 

Communications & Community Relations Manager 

position with the Santa Clara Valley Water District. After 

working as the Executive Director of the Downtown 

Bloomington Association in Illinois (2006-2008) and 

working a year as a self-employed consultant, she 

became the Community and Government Relations 

Manager for the Sonoma County Agricultural 

Preservation and Open Space District in 2009. In 2012, 

Peggy joined the city staff in Novato as Assistant to the 

City Manager, and she was promoted to Assistant City 

Manager in 2017. Peggy was appointed City Manager 

for Petaluma in 2019. Benicia City Manager Erik Upson 

will retire effective February 28. Erik took the position 

when City Manager Lorie Tinfow stepped down in 

September 2020. He is the former Benicia Chief of 

Police. Erik said that he may do some volunteer police 

work with the Benicia department following his 

retirement. He had a 23-year career in law 

enforcement. Erik earned a BA from the University of 

California, Berkeley and an MPP from California State 

University, Long Beach. He served eight years in the 

Army and Army National Guard. Erik is an adjunct 

professor at Napa Valley College. 

 

“A bad mood is never an 

excuse to use cruel words. 

Moods pass, but cruel 

words are like toothpaste 

and wound the soul.”                      

–Anonymous 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/school-superintendent-consulting-firm-ceo-charged-money-laundering-bribery-while-serving
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borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work 

as a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   
                                           
    

 

 

Still More Pieces Picked Up: Canyon Lake 

City Manager Chris Mann resigned to 

take the Yucaipa City Manager position 

on March 1. Lake Elsinore Deputy City 

Manager Nicole Dailey is the new 

Canyon Lake City Manager. Nicole started as a Public 

Information Intern with the Rancho California Water 

District in July 2004. After working for a private public 

relations firm (2005-2009) she worked as a 

Communications Officer for the San Bernardino County 

Employees’ Retirement Association (2009-2013). In May 

2013 Nicole was appointed Deputy City 

Manager for the City of Lake Elsinore (May 

2013-May 2022). Nicole earned a BA in 

communications from San Diego State 

University and an MBA from Pepperdine 

University Graziadio Business School.    

 

SHORTS: *Mohideen Faisal Buharie, an 

engineer from Arcadia is replacing 

Ogdensburg, New York City Manager 

Setephen P. Jellie, who is the new Fire Chief 

in Jackson Hole, Wyoming. *Corona 

Assistant City Manager Roger Bradley, who previously 

worked for Kings County and Claremont, is the new 

Downey City Manager. *Former Bellflower Mayor and 

Council Member Clyde Marvin Wilson, 89, passed away 

January 21, 2023 in Winter Haven, Florida following a 

short hospital stay. *David Gassaway is the new City 

Manager in the City of Fairfield after serving as Interim 

City Manager for 11-months. *Melissa Stevenson Diaz, 

who earned a BA from Mills College and an MA from 

San Jose State University, worked in Morgan Hill, 

Fremont and Mountain View prior to being hired as the 

City Manager in Redwood City in October 2015. *Kelly 

McAdoo Morariu, Hayward City Manager, served as 

Assistant to the City Manager in the City of Palo Alto. 

*One of the largest single revenue awards from the 

current federal administration is a $400 million seismic 

upgrade of the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco. 

*Skylar Segura is the Human Services Supervisor for 

Youth Programs in the City of Claremont since 2010. 

*Past ICMA President (2018-2019) Karen Pinkos who has 

worked in the City of El Cerrito for more than 21-years, 

worked for the City of Oak Park, Michigan in 1997-2001 

before coming to California. *Retired Fairfield City 

Manager Kevin O’Rourke, a ICMA Credentialed 

Manager, is a former City Manager in 

Stanton and Buena Park and Interim City 

Manager in Stockton, Woodland and Santa 

Ana, and served as the President of the City 

Managers’ Department of the League of 

California Cities in 1997-1998. *Trish Raver is 

the new Human Resources Director in Walnut Creek. 

 

 

 

Lilo, the Wonder Dog,              

at home in Rancho Mirage. 

 

                

*Newark, California Finance Director Krysten Lee 

worked as an Accountant in Fremont (2004-2011) and 

Los Gatos (2011-2015) before joining the Newark city 

staff in December 2015. *Former staff member of the 

Bellflower city manager’s office and Willdan executive 

Marlene Tomlin Towns has relocated to the Nashville 

area of Tennessee. *Roberta Greathouse, an executive 

recruiter with Peckham & McKenney, worked with the 

City of Seaside for 16 and a half years, the last 6-years 

as Human Resources Director and Risk Manager (2006-

2023), earned and AA from Monterey Peninsula College 

and a BA from Colorado State University. *Former 

Winters City Manager (2001-2020) and former Auburn 

City Manager John Donlevy, who began his career as 

an Intern in Pico Rivera in 1984, currently describes 

himself as “Former City Manager Trying to Decide what 

I am going to do” beginning in December 2022. 

*Laguna Beach resident Sanford M. Groves, who 

started his public service career in La Mirada in 1967, 

became the Assistant City Manager in the City of 

Paramount in January 1981. *Shafter City Manager 

Gabriel Gonzalez was the Finance Director in the City 

of Arvin in 1995 and worked in five other cities before 

Shafter and served as the City Administrator in Gilroy for 

a little more than 4-years. *Mark Scott, who earned an 

MBA from Stanford University, and who started his 

working career in marketing with American Airlines in 

Dallas, Texas, began his storied city government career 

in Beverly Hills in 1983, served as City Manager in 9-

different cities, including the City of Downey where he 

is currently the Interim City Manager. *Joe Raffa of 

Carlsbad, an independent law enforcement 

professional, worked as a Los Angeles County Deputy 

Sheriff for nearly 28-year and earned a BA from 

California State University, Fullerton. *Vanessa Muñoz, 

President and CEO of Willdan Engineering, earned a BS 

in civil engineering from California State Polytechnic 

University, Pomona and has expertise in design of traffic 

and transportation infrastructure, traffic studies, 

municipal engineering and operational analyses. *In 

December 2021, then-Huntington Beach City Manager 

Oliver C. Chi, who previously held positions in Monrovia, 

Barstow, Rosemead, Claremont and Arcadia, began 

his tenure as the City Manager in the City of Irvine.*** 


