
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 Jack & Susan Simpson, 10 Claret, Rancho Mirage, California 92270 
Jack’s Cell | 562/896-5424; Susan’s Cell | 310/418-1035 

www.trackdownmanagement.net | jack@trackdownmanagement.net    
 

 
City Manager Newsletter By 

TRACKDOWN MANAGEMENT 

"Providing thread to help stitch together the fabric of the                                
  City Management Community" 
 

March 2023            Page | 1                                                                                 
                                                                                 Volume No. 16:  Issue No. 5  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retired Santa Fe Springs City Manager Ray Cruz with 

retiring La Cañada Flintridge City Manager Mark 

Alexander. They celebrated Mark’s pending retirement at 

the 2023 League of California Cities City Managers’ 

Department meeting in Carlsbad. These two have known 

each other for more than 35-years. Both are USC Trojans 

through and through. Fight on! 

 

 

Cities in the Counties of                             

Santa Cruz and Shasta 
 

Santa Cruz and Shasta Counties incorporated in 

1850. The 2020 estimated population of Santa Cruz 

County is 270,861 and Shasta County’s population 

is 182,155. The County Administrative Officer in 

Santa Cruz County is Carlos Palacios 

and Mary E. Williams is the Acting CEO 

in Shasta County. Mary has worked for 

Shasta County since 2015 and has 

been serving as Deputy County 

Executive Officer.  

 

Santa Cruz County cities include Capitola, Santa 

Cruz, Scotts Valley, and Watsonville. The Shasta 

County cities are Anderson, Redding and Shasta 

Lake. 
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https://www.tripepismith.com/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
http://www.ekapr.com
http://rwglaw.com/
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http://www.nwfg.com/
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borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work 

as a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   
                                           
    

 

 

 

Cities in the Counties of                             

Santa Cruz and Shasta 
 

Capitola is located on the northern shores of 

Monterey Bay and is a popular tourist 

destination. In the 1850s the city grew out of a 

settlement known as Soquel Landing at the 

mouth of Soquel Creek. In 1869, Frederick A. Hihn 

began the development of the seaside resort 

idea. Capitola incorporated in January 1949.  Its 

2020 population is 9,938. Jamie Goldstein is the 

Capitola City Manager. Richard Grunow is the 

Director of Community Development, Jim 

Malberg is the Finance Director, Steve Jesberg is 

the Public Works Director, and the Museum 

Director is Carolyn Swift.  

Former Personnel Director Jamie Goldstein was 

appointed to the Capitola City Manager 

position in June 2010. Jamie worked as a 

Wildland Firefighter in Northern California in 1992-

1994, before he served on a Special Assistant for 

the California Tahoe Conservancy in 1995-1998. 

After working as a Research Associate for a 

private firm starting in 2000, Jamie joined the 

Santa Barbara County planning staff as a Senior 

Planner in February 2001. In January 2005 he 

assumed the Deputy Director of Redevelopment 

for the county. Jamie began his City of Capitola 

tenure in October 2008. He worked as 

Community Development Director before 

becoming City Manager in 2010. Jamie earned 

a BS in atmospheric science from the University 

of California, Davis and an MS in environmental 

science and management from the University of 

California, Santa Barbara.  

 

 

http://rwglaw.com/ 

                                                                                                   

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients  

seeking reliable, efficient, and effective legal  

counsel. RWG delivers practical advice and  

solutions tailored to the unique needs of  

public entities. 

Working seamlessly across offices in  

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange 

County, Temecula, and the Central 

Coast. The RWG team of experts 

provides the full scope of public law 

services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from  

listening carefully and asking the right questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the                       

Board of Trustees of the California City  

Management Foundation (CCMF).  

   Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://rwglaw.com/
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https://www.olsonhomes.com/ 

 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities.  

Since 1988, The Olson Company mission                                

has been to work hand-in-hand with cities to  

solve the critical shortage of urban housing  

by promoting and investing in responsible 

development that improves quality of life for 

everyone. The company has successfully partnered 

with more than 100 cities since 1988. 

 
Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

  

3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100  

Seal Beach, CA 90740-2751 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

  

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint 

Powers Authority (JPA) with the goal 

of helping communities fund critical 

projects. ICFA has assisted funding 

more than $500 million in critical community projects, 

from hospitals to charter schools, public utilities and 

housing. 
 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                         

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

info@ICFAuthority.org 

 

 

Cities in the Counties of                             

Santa Cruz and Shasta 
 

Santa Cruz is the county seat of Santa Cruz 

County. It was founded by Spanish in 1791 with the 

founding of Mission Santa Cruz. Santa Cruz with 

incorporated in March 1866 and became a 

Chartered City in April 1876. The 2020 population is 

set at 62,956. Matt Huffaker is the City Manager 

and Bonnie Bush is the City Clerk. Laura Schmidt is 

the Assistant City Manager and Lisa Murphy is 

Deputy City Manager. 

 

Matt Huffaker worked as an Intern for State Senator 

Tom Torlakson in 2004 before he took a Board 

Internship in the County of San Diego in March 

2004 to June 2006. He joined the city staff in Walnut 

Creek as a Business Manager in 2006. He was 

made Assistant to the City Manager in January 

2012, and he became Deputy City Manager in 

July 2015. In June 2016 Matt took the Watsonville 

Assistant City Manager post, and he was 

appointed City Manager starting in July 2018.  Matt 

was selected to serve as the Santa Cruz City 

Manager starting in December 2021. Matt earned 

a BA from Point Loma Nazarene University, and an 

MPA from California State University, East Bay.  He 

also completed the Executive Seminar for Public 

Policy and Leadership at the University of 

California, Berkeley. Matt serves as Vice Chair of 

the Board of Directors for the Monterey Bay 

Economic Partnership (MBEP). He is also a Board 

Member of Monterey Bay Community Power. 

 

Two California City 
Management Foundation 
(CCMF) past Presidents 
sitting together at the 
2013 League of 
California Cities City  
Managers’ Department 
meeting. Here are Rita 

Geldert and Wade McKinney. This picture first 
appeared in the February 2013 issue of the City 

Manager Newsletter by Trackdown . 
 

https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
mailto:info@ICFAuthority.org
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Trackdown Posse Roster                        
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

 
 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Gardens  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, W. Sacramento 

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager; Interim, Downey 

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired San Pablo/La Quinta  

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia   

  

Posse Roster: 
 

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, South Gate, Brookings 

 

                                                                         

City Manager Newsletter by 

  Trackdown Management 
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Rancho Mirage, California 92270 

                                              

www.trackdownmanagement.net 

                                                                                         

Cell Phone Nos. 310-418-1035, or 562-896-5424 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government.  

He has developed successful strategies and paths     

to issues facing local government. Pat can help     

you, whether you are a City Manager looking for  

ways to turn your city around, or a developer  

needing assistance navigating the complexities  

of the political and/or entitlement process.  

 

Pat West was honored with the League of  

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for  

City Managers of Distinction.       

                                                                       

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private 

partnerships. 

                                                  

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 
 

Joe A. Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like  

parachutes; you don't need them often but  

when you do, they had better work." 

 

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his 

sons, Jason Gonsalves and Paul 

Gonsalves, are expert Local 

government lobbyists. The firm 

represents 50-plus cities and is a key 

player in city legislation. They work 

closely with the League of California Cities. 

Anthony Gonsalves is the longest serving Member 

of the CCMF Board of Trustees 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

925 L Street, Suite 250 

Sacramento, California 95814 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
https://gonsalvi.com/
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Cities in the Counties of                             

Santa Cruz and Shasta 
 

Scotts Valley was named for 

Hiram Daniel Scott. He built the 

Greek revival style Scott House in 

1853. Today it is a Santa Cruz 

County Historical Trust Landmark 

and on the National Register of Historic Places. In 

early years the local economy was driven by 

lumber, milling, tanning of hides and leather 

working. Scotts Valley’s most famous resident is 

the late film director Alfred Hitchcock. Netflix was 

founded in Scotts Valley in 1997. The city 

incorporated in August 1966. Its 2020 population 

is 12,224. Mali LaGoe is the City Manager and 

Cathie Simonovich is the City Clerk. Selina 

Andrews is the Finance Manager. 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 

 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations. 

Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized                       

emphasis on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-   

Program Administration and Oversight 

Agent Services; Mortgage program                                                            

Administration Services; Mortgage 

Insurance Product Research/Development. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

Telephone: 909-345-849 

Bakersfield City Manager Christian Clegg with Mitch Barker 

and Rachael Sanders of PARS at the League of California 

Cities City Managers’ Department meeting in Carlsbad. 

Christian is a former Deputy City Manager in Stockton. Thank 

you to retired City Manager Kevin O’Rourke for the picture. 

 

 

 

 
http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided   

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like 

the Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and 

the PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400 

clients address unfunded obligations and lower 

liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-

its-kind program designed to provide local control 

over assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS 

is the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration. PARS can craft 

customized solutions; provide agencies guiding 

through the process to achieve bottom-line results.  
 

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant 

(707) 249-5356 or kevin@kolgs.com 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
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http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former City 

Manager Larry J. Kosmont,  

Chairman and CEO 

  

2021 CCMF Corporate 

Partner of the Year. 
 

Kosmont Companies serves the needs of cities, 

counties, quasi-government agencies, private 

companies, developers, and non-profit organizations, 

including educational institutions across California. 

With unmatched expertise in public / private 

transactions, Kosmont Companies helps communities 

thrive by creating sustainable projects. 
  

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of  

evolving trends, challenges and solutions.  

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on  

approach to economic development focused  

on successful outcomes. 
 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266    

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Special group sessions for sports teams, police and 

fire departments or other groups may be arranged. 

Raw Performance Coach William Ha, CSCS, is a certified 

strength and conditioning coach. 

Call: 714-335-4436 

www.rawperformancesc.com 

                                                                                                        

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

 

 

 

 

 

Cities in the Counties of                             

Santa Cruz and Shasta 
 

Mali LaGoe worked in the private 

sector and as an independent 

consultant starting in 2004. In April 

2012 Mali took an Administrative 

Analyst position with the Health 

and Human Services Agency with 

the County of Nevada in Nevada 

City. In 2014 she became a Program Manager in 

the Department of Social Services. She completed 

the CSAC executive credential and fellows’ 

program during this time.  In August 2017 she was 

selected to serve as the Interim Deputy County 

Executive Officer. She was the Interim Human 

Resources Director in 2018, and the Acting CDA 

Director in 2020-2021. She was the Assistant County 

Executive Officer when she was chosen to serve as 

the Scotts Valley City Manager starting in January 

2022. Mali earned a BA from the University of 

Nebraska, Lincoln, and an MPA from California 

State University, Northridge. 

 

Scotts Valley Finance Manager Selina Andrews 

began her public service career in October 2006 

as a Senior Account Clerk in the San José Office of 

Retirement Services. After a more than 8-years in 

that position, Selina took a Purchasing & Risk 

Management Analyst in the Finance Department 

in May 2015. In June 2018 she became a Senior 

Analyst with SJC San José Mineta International 

Airport administration, and in August 2020 Selina 

took a Senior Analyst position with the Fire 

Department. Selina was hired to serve as the 

Finance Manager in Scotts Valley starting in 

December 2021. Selina earned a BS in finance 

from San Jose State University. 

 

“Help others get ahead. You will always 

stand taller with someone else on your 

shoulders.” 

 

--Bob Moawad 

http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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Cities in the Counties of                             

Santa Cruz and Shasta 
 

Watsonville was first visited by Spanish 

in 1769. The area was included as part 

of the Spanish province of Las 

Californias. When Mexico took control 

immigration was liberalized increasing settlers from 

Europe and the U.S. John H. Watson and D. S. 

Gregory laid out the town in 1852. Watsonville was 

incorporated in March 1868 as a town, and it 

became the City of Watsonville about 1889. City 

voters adopted a charter in 1903. The Watsonville 

2020 population is set at 52,590. René Mendez is 

the City Manager and Irwin I. Ortiz is the City Clerk. 

Cynthia Czerwin is the Administrative Services 

Director and Nick Calubaquib is the Director of 

Parks and Community Services. 

 

Watsonville City Manager René Mendez served as 

a Senior Management Analyst for Solano County 

in Fairfield from 1992 to 1997. In April 1997, René 

began his tenure as the County Administrative 

Officer in the County of Inyo. He was appointed 

City Manager for the City of Gonzales starting in 

February 2005. René worked for Gonzales for more 

than 17-years. In July 2022, he went to work as the 

City Manager for the City of Watsonville. Rene 

earned a BA in economics from California State 

University, Stanislaus and an MA in public policy 

from Duke University’s Sanford School of Public 

Policy. René is a member of the Board of the 

Community Foundation for Monterey County. He is 

a past President of the Gonzales Rotary Club, and 

an executive volunteer with the Gonzales Little 

League, and other efforts.  

 

Cynthia Czerwin is the Watsonville Administrative 

Services Director, a position she has held since 

August 2017. Cynthia was a Peace Corps 

Volunteer from March 2014 to June 2017. She 

worked for the City and County of San Francisco 

as the Citywide Budget Manager (2010-2012) and 

Deputy Budget Director (2012-2014). Cynthia 

earned a BA from Illinois Wesleyan University and 

an MPP from the University of California, Berkeley. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nhaadvisors.com/ 

NHA Advisors, LLC provides 

strategic, objective and financially 

sound advice to public agencies 

throughout California. Consistently 

ranked as one of the most active 

municipal advisors*, NHA Advisors is 

distinguished from the competition 

by delivering broad advisory and consulting services 

to meet the challenging and complex needs of 

public agency clients. As a fiduciary, the firm 

develops comprehensive options and strategies that 

solve for maintaining/enhancing service levels, 

capital project needs, manage and contain costs 

and risks such as rising pension costs and promote 

fiscal sustainability through prudent policies. 

 

Craig Hill, Managing Principal 

N H A|A D V I S O R S  

Financial & Policy Strategies. Delivered. 

 
  

Tel: (415) 785-2025 x2001 
Cell: (415) 518-4130 

Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com 
 
 

 

 

California Contract Cities Association 
 

https://contractcities.org/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Wood of the City of Lakewood, President 

Ali Sajjad Taj of the City of Artesia, Vice President 

Dr. Julian Gold of the City of Beverly Hills, 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Mark Waronek of the City of Lomita,                     

Immediate Past President 
 

Marcel Rodarte Executive Director   

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210                                  

Cerritos, California 90703                                              

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

https://nhaadvisors.com/
mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
https://contractcities.org/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
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http://www.nwfg.com/ 

 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an 

investment banking firm providing underwriting 

and financial advisory services to public  

agencies, and implementation of special tax 

methodologies.  Experts in mobile home park 

financings, Certificates of Participation, and  

general obligation bond financings, tax  

allocation refunding, revenue and expense 

projections modeling. 

 

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s 

President Pam Newcomb. Pam 

began her investment banking 

career in 1984. 
 

1254 Hoover Street                                                        

Carlsbad, California 92008 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

www.chwlaw.us 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed  

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.  
 

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

H&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law. 

 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder,  

and currently is City Attorney for the City of  

Grass Valley. Two of the firm’s attorneys  

were named California Lawyers of the Year  

(2020). 2022 Winter Newsletter 
Microsoft Word - Winter 2022 Newsletter(298295.1).docx 

(mcusercontent.com) 

                                                                                             

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700;      

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 

 

Cities in the Counties of                             

Santa Cruz and Shasta 
 

Anderson is a Shasta County city. 

The city was named for Elias 

Anderson who provided railroad 

track rights and land for a station 

to the Central Pacific Railroad. The 

original post office was inside the 

hotel that Elias built in downtown Anderson, the 

American Ranch Hotel. Though the community 

grew, the city did not incorporate until January 

1956. The 2020 population is set at 11,323. Jeff Kiser 

has served as City Manager since May 2012. 

Christy White is the City Clerk and Liz Cottrell is the 

Assistant City Manager and Finance Director.  

 

Jeff Kiser was appointed to the Anderson City 

Manager position in May 2012. He also serves as 

the Director of Public Works and Director of 

Community Services. Prior to joining the Anderson 

city staff Jeff worked for a private engineering firm 

as a project manager specializing in in 

construction management. Jeff worked for the 

California Department of Transportation 

(CALTRANS) for 15-years. Jeff earned a BA in 

organizational communications from California 

State University, Sacramento. He is an ICMA 

Credentialed Manager.  

                                                                                    

Dave Durette is the Anderson Deputy Public Works 

Director. He has been in the position since October 

2010. Dave is an alumnus of California Polytechnic 

State University, San Luis Obispo where he studied 

civil engineering. 

 

 

Retired Norwalk City 

Manager Ernie Garcia 

during a 2023    Valentine's 

Day celebration. Ernie went 

to work for Norwalk in 1980. 

He became City Manager 

in 1994. Ernie retired at the 

end of 2010.  

http://www.nwfg.com/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
https://mcusercontent.com/0d60a13ea352ae7a05b90f326/files/e72860f4-c684-e51f-1ea8-c929b34a0ea6/2022_Winter_Newsletter.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/0d60a13ea352ae7a05b90f326/files/e72860f4-c684-e51f-1ea8-c929b34a0ea6/2022_Winter_Newsletter.pdf
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Cities in the Counties of                             

Santa Cruz and Shasta 
 

Former Anderson City Manager Dana Shigley 

worked as the City Manager in the City of 

American Canyon (2012-2017) after leaving 

Anderson. Dana worked as the Administrative 

Services Director in the City of Moorpark (1999-

2002) before joining the Anderson city staff as 

Assistant City Manager and Redevelopment 

Agency Executive Director (2002-2009). Dana was 

appointed to the Anderson City Manager position 

in 2009. After more than 9-years with Anderson, 

Dana became the American Canyon City 

Manager. She officially retired from the public 

service in January 2018, and continues to work as 

a consultant in Santa Rosa. Dana earned a BS in 

accounting from California State University, San 

Bernardino and an MA in public policy and 

administration from California State University, 

Sacramento.  

 

 

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Jim L. Barisic, former Artesia City 

Manager who also worked in 

Cerritos and Paramount, and is a 

Viet Nam veteran, founded 

Brandywine in 1994. 

 

Jim and two of his sons Brett 

Whitehead and David Barisic, Alex Hernandez 

and Mario Urzua direct Brandywine Homes. 

Please check the firm’s website for current sales! 

 

Units are selling in Carson, and Glendora. 

 

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                      

16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

 

 

Whitewater Preserve in the Coachella Valley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.brandywinedev.com/
https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
https://www.willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services.aspx
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http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former 

City Manager Robert "Bob" Hinderliter. 

HdL expanded and improved with the 

help of a partnership with former City 

Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s 

retired Executive Chairman.                     

Andy Nickerson is the President/CEO. Other 

members of the HdL team include Vikki Beatley, 

Paula Cone, Barry Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly 

Konczak, David McPherson, and Bobby Young.  

 

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology and consulting services. HdL’s team of 

professionals currently serve more than 600 agencies 

nationwide. HdL Companies offers support services 

and software that includes sales, use and 

transactions taxes, economic development, 

property taxes, business license fees, transient 

occupancy tax, short-term rental compliance, rent 

control, indirect cost recovery, utility users tax, and 

cannabis regulation and taxation.  

                                                                                           
120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California                                                                      

Telephone 888-861-0220 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cities in the Counties of                             

Santa Cruz and Shasta 
 

Starting in 1844, Redding grew out of a European 

settlement in the area led by early California 

pioneer Pierson B. Reading. During the Gold Rush, 

the Redding area was called Poverty Flats. In 1868 

Benjamin Bernard Redding bought property in 

Poverty Flats on behalf of the Central Pacific 

Railroad. The railroad provided housing around 

their facilities, and it eventually was named 

Redding for the railroad agent. After a name 

change in 1874 the name was officially changed 

back to Redding by 1880. The city incorporated in 

October 1887. The 2020 population is set at 93,611. 

Barry Tippin is the City Manager and Pamela Mize 

is the City Clerk. Allyn Feci Clark is the City 

Treasurer, Kimberly Niemer is the Director of 

Community Services, and the Personnel Director is 

Sheri DeMaagd. Bill Schueller is the Chief of Police 

and Chuck Aukland is the Director of Public Works. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former Walnut City Manager and retired 

South Gate Public Works Director Bob Dickey 

and his wife Nadean continue to do amazing 

traveling worldwide. 
 

Telephone No. 800-229-2343                               

www.cjpia.org  

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.cjpia.org/
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Cities in the Counties of                             

Santa Cruz and Shasta 
 

Barry Tippin has been the Redding 

City Manager since June 2017. He 

took over for retired City Manager 

Kurt Starman who took the post 

following City Manager Mike 

Warren. Barry served as the 

Assistant City Manager with Kurt 

and has worked as the Redding Electric Utility 

Director. He joined the city staff in 2004 as the City 

Engineer after working for the California 

Department of Transportation (CALTRANS) in 

Redding. Barry earned a BS in civil engineering 

from California State University, Chico.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.ekapr.com 

                                                                                     

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists.                 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA please call                 

(213) 741-1500 or email  

matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presley Simpson Guarino with her mother’s 

Godfather Anthony D. Gonsalves of the Joe A. 

Gonsalves & Son firm. Anthony and family were in 

Nashville to celebrate his grandson Joe’s and his 

wife Evelyn’s birthdays. 

 
 

Allyn Feci Clark worked as the Chief Financial 

Officer of the Turtle Bay Exploration Park (2007-

2011) before joining the City of Redding staff in 

December 2012. She earned a BA in accounting 

and business administration from Carrol College.  

 

Kimberly Niemer is the Director of 

Community Services of the City of 

Redding. Kim was first hired to work 

for the city in November 1996 so 

she has been with the city for more 

than 26-years. She earned a BA 

from the University of California, 

Riverside and an MPA from the 

University of Southern California (USC). Kim is a 

member of the Board of Directors for Northern 

Valley Catholic Social Services.  

Chuck Aukland is the Redding Director of Public 

Works. He was an Associate Civil Engineer in 

Folsom (2000-2004). He joined Redding as Assistant 

Public Works Director in 2004 and became the 

Director in May 2018. Chuck earned a BS from 

California State University, Sacramento and an 

engineering MS from Missouri University of Science 

and Technology. 

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
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https://www.tripepismith.com/ 

 
“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready to help  

with outreach campaigns, video production,  

content writing, messaging, graphic work, technology 

infrastructure and websites." 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.calcities.org/education-and-

events/event/2023/09/20/default-calendar/annual-

conference-and-expo 

 

 

 

 
 

Annual Conference and Expo 
September 20-22, 2023 

SAFE Credit Union Convention Center, Sacramento 

 

 

Cities in the Counties of                             

Santa Cruz and Shasta 
 

Shasta Lake is the closest 

community to Shasta Dam and 

the Shasta Lake reservoir. The 

City of Shasta Lake developed 

mostly in 1938 with the 

construction of Shasta Dam. 

There was Project City, Summit City, Pine Grove 

before the Town of Toyon, first call Government 

Camp Toyon. Shasta Lake incorporated in July 

1993. Jessaca Lugo is the City Manager and Toni 

Coates is the City Clerk. The Finance Director is 

Wendy Howard and the Community and 

Economic Development Manager is Whitney 

Zeller.  

 

Shasta Lake City Manager Jessaca 

Lugo has been the Secretary/Owner 

of AC Framers in Redding for the past 

20+ years. Jess was appointed 

Shasta Lake Assistant City Manager 

in September 2018 after serving more 

than 14-years as Community & 

Economic Development Manager starting in 

March 2004. Jess has served as City Manager since 

June 2021. She is a Board Member at Large for 

Superior California Economic Development 

(SCED). Jess earned an AA from Shasta College 

and a BS in business administration and 

management from California State University, 

Chico. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

www.mmanc.org 

https://www.tripepismith.com/
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/09/20/default-calendar/annual-conference-and-expo
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/09/20/default-calendar/annual-conference-and-expo
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/09/20/default-calendar/annual-conference-and-expo
https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.mmanc.org/
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http://www.patwestllc.com/                                                
 

Telephone No. 562-331-981 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Retired City Manager Pat West 

 

Pat West has lived and managed through just 

about anything a city can experience during his 

39-years working in city government. 

 

Pat has developed successful strategies and 

paths to issues facing local government. Pat can 

help you, whether you are a City Manager 

looking for ways to turn your city around, or a 

developer needing assistance navigating the 

complexities of the political and/or entitlement 

process.  

 

Pat has served as a government official in the 

Gateway Cities area for 39-years, working in both 

a contract city and a large charter city. Pat has 

held a variety of department head positions and 

he has served as City Manager for 23-years of his 

39-years in public service.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Services: 

 
Every city is unique; there is no “one size fits all.” 

Over the course of Pat’s municipal government 

career, he has experienced most of the 

challenges cities are confronted with. Whether it 

be fiscal sustainability, working with elected 

officials, homelessness, working with developers, 

or the myriad of other issues facing cities today. 

Pat can offer strategies for success.  

 

• City Manager Survival Skills 
 

• City Turnarounds 
 

• Survival Skills in Evaluations 
 

• Managing Conflict with Electeds 
 

• Managing Different Cities  
 

• Communications 
 

• Labor Negotiations 
 

• Policy Implementation 
 

• Strategies for Developers 
 

• Opportunity Zones 
 

• Public-Private Partnerships for 
Municipalities 

 

• Hiring Department Heads 
 

• Financial Strategies 
 

• Quality of Life Initiatives 
 

• Homelessness 
 

Pat is an expert in partnering the private and 

public sector as he has done on many occasions 

in both small and large cities. Please review Pat’s 

web page at:  http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
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Picking Up the Pieces: Oakland 

Mayor Sheng Thao fired Oakland 

Chief of Police LeRonne Armstrong. 

The Chief is a 20-year Oakland 

police department veteran. He has 

served as Chief of Police since 

2021. The mayor is reported to be 

troubled by the Chief’s 

downplaying the actions by a 

police sergeant related to a local 

scandal. The mayor terminated the 

Chief without cause and is not 

required to provide a justification. Tehachapi City 

Manager Greg Garrett will receive the Kern County 

Council of Governments’ Darrel Hildebrand 

Distinguished Leadership Award on March 2. The award 

is named for a former assistant director of the Kern 

COG. Darrel passed away in 2009. This year the award 

goes to Greg and to Ryan Alsop, Chief Administrative 

Officer for the County of Kern. Alameda City Manager 

Jennifer Ott announced the appointment of Amy 

Wooldridge to Assistant City Manager. Amy has been 

serving as the Alameda Acting Assistant City Manager 

and Recreation and Parks Director. She has been the 

Recreation and Parks Director since May 2012. Amy 

previously worked for the City of Pinole in parks and 

recreation starting in 2004. She earned a BS in 

psychology from the University of California, Davis. 

Laguna Beach police investigated the vandalism at the 

home of Laguna Beach City Manager Shohreh Dupuis. 

Sewage of feces was smeared on the house, front yard, 

mailbox, planters, outside stairs and a walkway. 

Shohreh was appointed City Manager in April 2021. She 

replaced former City Manager John Pietig, who retired. 

Shohreh previously served as the Laguna Beach 

Assistant City Manager and previous to that, she was 

the Director of Public Works.  
  

 

Dr. Bill Mathis (1941 – 2023) 
 

Dr. Bill Mathis (81) of Mathis Consulting 

Group passed away following a heart 

attack on Tuesday, February 7. Born in 

1941, Bill turned 81 on December 9. 

After serving as the Mental Health 

Director for the Napa State Hospital 

(1969-1972), Bill worked as a 

management psychologist for public 

agencies for more than 51-years. Bill 

was a longtime member of the Board of Trustees for the 

California City Management Foundation (CCMF). He 

earned a BA from the University of Puget Sound, an MS 

in clinical psychology from the University of Portland, and 

a Ph.D. in psychology from the University of North 

Dakota. Trackdown Management condolences to Bill’s 

family and friends. R.I.P Dr. Mathis!  

 

Bill Gallardo, City Manager in the City of Brea and 

City of La Habra City Manager James Sadro. Bill 

served as the Brea Finance Director (2004-2010), 

Assistant City Manager and Administrative Services 

Director (2010-2015) before he was appointed City 

Manager in 2015. Jim has been City Manager since 

2014. Thank you to Kevin O’Rourke for the picture that 

was taken at the 2023 meeting of the City Managers’ 

Department of the League of California Cities. 

 

 

 

https://www.climatec.com/ 

 
Founded in 1975, Climatec has grown from humble 

beginnings into one of the largest providers of building 

technology and energy efficiency solutions in the 

nation – and Climatec has been a proud member of 

the Robert Bosch family since 2015. 

 

Led by a highly credentialed team with more than 

 300 years of combined industry experience, Climatec 

helps public agencies find general fund relief through 

renewed infrastructure and funding solutions. The firm 

has delivered thousands of successful energy 

efficiency programs to public sector clients, including 

education, local, county, state, and federal 

governments. 

 
Regional Managers 

Ashley Cascio and 

Tyler Girtman 
 

Southern California Telephone: 949-474-0955                            

Bay Area Telephone: 925-558-2729 

https://www.climatec.com/
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More Pieces Picked Up: After working in 

the Arizona cities of Page and Kearny, 

Lawrence L. Lehman became the City 

Manager in the City of Seaside in 

December 1982. He served as the 

Kearny City Manager from 1977 to 1982. 

After leaving Seaside in in February 1993, Larry became 

the City Manager in Pendleton, Oregon where he 

served for nearly 19-years (1993-2012). Larry earned a BS 

from Central Michigan University and an MPA from the 

University of Arizona. Desert Hot Springs City Manager 

Luke Rainey has resigned from his position. Luke worked 

for the city for more than 15-years and he served as City 

Manager since 2021. Deputy City Manager Doria Wilms 

was appointed Interim City Manager. Doria is a lifelong 

resident of Desert Hot Springs. She joined the city staff in 

2015 as a Deputy City Clerk and became Deputy City 

Manager in 2021. Morro Bay City Manager Scott Collins 

is leaving his position in March for a new position with 

the Housing Authority of San Luis Obispo. Greg 

Carpenter will serve as the Interim City Manager while 

the city recruits. Greg worked as the Planning Manager 

in Lawndale (2001-2002) before he became a Zoning 

Administrator in Long Beach (2002-2004). In 2004 he was 

promoted to Planning Bureau Manager. He left Long 

Beach in 2008 to become the Director of Planning and 

Building & Safety for the City of El Segundo. He was 

selected to serve as the El Segundo City Manager in 

2012, where he worked for more than 11-years. He was 

the Interim City Manager in Paso Robles for a time. He 

starts in Morro Bay on March 13. Ken Hiatt served as the 

Community Development Director in the City of Davis 

(2010-2013). In May 2013 he was hired to serve as the 

Community Development Director for the City of 

Woodland. Ken was appointed Assistant City Manager 

in September 2016, while he continued with his 

community development duties. Ken became 

Woodland City Manager in August 2020. He earned a 

BA in landscape architecture and environmental policy 

and planning from the University of California, Davis. 

Retired City of Paramount City Manager Linda 

Benedetti-Leal, who celebrated a birthday last month, 

is a new Italian citizen. In December Linda and her son 

Ben’s applications for Italian Citizenship were granted. 

She explains that her Italian grandparents came to this 

country in the early 1900s, leaving poor living 

circumstances but also their home. Linda says that they 

worked hard and made a new life for themselves and 

their family. Linda says, with pride that she owes all that 

she is to them. She is inspired by their courage, 

pioneering spirit and faith. She is proud that she and her 

son have reclaimed a part of their family’s heritage and 

that they are now proud Italian citizens. Linda was a 

longtime Paramount City Manager, following Pat West 

into the position when he left for Long Beach.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USI has developed sophisticated employee 

benefit programs for public entities for more than 

30-years. USI helps agencies design innovative 

benefit solutions and provide benefit education 

to bargaining units. 

 

The power of USI, and its ability to bring best-in-

class solutions and services to clients and 

communities, is achieved through the collective 

knowledge and experience of professionals 

coming together as ONE. 
 

  

For more information contact            

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010  

or gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                                                

www.usi.com                                          

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                                     

Torrance, CA 90503    

 

 

Here is another picture from the 2023 League of 

California Cities City Managers’ Department 

meeting in Carlsbad.  Thank you to Kevin O’Rourke 

for the picture. Here are former City Manager                       

Robert C.  Dominguez, currently a Senior Advisor;   

John Keisler formerly an executive with the City of 

Long Beach who currently works in the private 

sector; Azusa Deputy City Manager Nico  

De Anda-Scaia; and the 2023 Wes McClure Award 

of Distinction recipient Steve Rogers, Yountville  

City Manager.  

mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.usi.com/
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: Former San 

Bruno City Manager Jovan D. Grogan is 

the new City Manager in the City of 

Santa Clara. The appointment comes 

one year after the firing of former City 

Manager Deanna Santana. Jovan’s 

employment agreement calls for a salary of $405,506 

annually. He started his City Manager tenure in San 

Bruno in July 2018. He previously worked as the Deputy 

City Manager in Berkeley for nearly 2-years (2016-2018). 

Jovan worked as the Budget Officer in Concord starting 

in January 2013 and became Deputy City Manager in 

January 2015. He earned a BA and MA in city and 

regional planning from Cornell University. Scott 

Wasserman, son of the late retired City Manager Lauren 

Wasserman, is the Director of Parks and Recreation for 

the City of San Dimas. Scott served as a Peace Corps 

Volunteer in 1998-2000. He then worked as a 

Community Services Manager and Public Safety 

Manager for the City of Pico Rivera (2000-2006). Scott 

served as the Human Services Administrator in Santa 

Monica (2006-2008) before joining the Commerce city 

staff in February 2008 as Assistant Director of Parks and 

Recreation. In November 2012, Scott was promoted to 

Director of Parks and Recreation. Scott moved to the 

City of Lake Forest in March 2015 as Community Services 

Director. He began his tenure as the San Dimas Director 

of Parks and Recreation in June 2021. Scott earned a 

BA in social work and a BA in Spanish language and 

literature from California State University, Long Beach. 

He also earned an MSS in social work from Case Western 

Reserve University.  

 

SHORTS: *Self-employed consultant Maria 

Hurtado is a former Assistant City 

Manager in the cities of Tracy (2014-2015), 

Oxnard (2015-2016) and Hayward (2016-

2020). *George N. Harris II, a former 

Deputy City Manager in Victorville, is the 

Director of Finance for the City of Lancaster since June 

2020 and he serves as the Treasurer for the California 

Class JPA. *Retired City Manager Keith Till, who worked 

in the City of Santee for more than 22-years and also 

worked in Seal Beach and San Marino, and describes 

himself as a “hacker,” recently sank a hole in one on a 

139 yards hole at Rancho Carlsbad golf course. *Former 

Dairy Valley (Cerritos) Assistant City Manager Stanley 

Morgan, who is a past Mayor and Council Member 

in Anderson, is currently living in Vacaville. *Fairfield 

Information Technology Director Savita Chaudhary 

worked with Vacaville (2009-2015) and Berkeley (2015-

2021) before landing in her current position. *Pleasanton 

City Manager Gerry Beaudin was the city’s Community 

Development Director when he was appointed city 

manager in May 2022.                                                                 

 

Notes and Letters from Readers: 
 

We lived at St. Augustine, off Duvall in the desert. 

They were building the new Del Webb 

Development when we were there. It looked great. 

My wife ran the Children’s Museum until COVID shut 

it down.  I was City Manager in Indio, one the 

favorites of the 9 City Manager jobs I have had. We 

eventually moved to Indio, and later moved 

“home” to Fresno where my Mom who is now 97 

and our daughter and son-in-law also live.   
 

However…….I have commuted to Downey each 

week for the last 6 months as Interim City Manager. 

My wife is now lead consultant on a great new 

Children’s Museum being built in Modesto.  So we 

have not caught on to the retirement thing yet.  I 

feel very lucky to have had a career where I 

admire those I work with so much, and I appreciate 

what Trackdown is doing in telling our stories. 
 

--Mark Scott 

 
 

 

*Lompoc City Manager Dean Albro, since January 2022 

following City Manager Jim Throop’s resignation, joined 

the Lompoc city staff in 2012 as an accounting 

supervisor. *Congratulations to John H. Nail Memorial 

Award recipient Lisa Kim, Assistant City Manager for 

Garden Grove. *Woodlake City Administrator since 

May 2012 Ramon Lara is an alumnus of the University of 

California, Santa Cruz. *Santa Maria City Manager 

Jason Stilwell since December 2017 was the City 

Administrator for the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea 

(September 2011-October 2014). *Jennette D. Farris 

joined the city staff in the City of Vista in March as an 

Administrative Assistant in March 1979 and became 

Deputy City Manager in August 1987. *Joe Goeden 

retired as the West Sacramento City Manager in June 

2002, and he continues to serve as a Member of the 

Board of Directors for the West Sacramento Foundation 

(1998-present). *Del M. Cesar worked for the City of 

Duarte starting in 1958 as Superintendent of Parks and 

Recreation (1958-1961) and then as Assistant City 

Administrator (1961-1968) before serving as City 

Manager for The Dalles, Oregon (1968-1988). *Jason Al-

Imam was hired as the new city Finance Director in 

Newport Beach in November 2022 replacing former 

Finance Director Scott Catlett, who left for a private 

sector position. *Yountville Town Manager Steve Rogers 

is the 2023 recipient of the Wes McClure Award of 

Distinction. *Novato Assistant City Manager Jessica 

Deakyne worked for the Orange County Transportation 

Authority for a little more than 7-years from 2006 to 2013. 

*John Jamison, former City Manager in Signal Hill and 

Bellflower, was an amazing golfer. *** 


