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Retired Walnut City Manager Rob Wishner and his wife 

Shelly Piccardi Wishner at the 2023 Home Opener for 

the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim. Rob retired as a 

City Manager on February 1, 2022 after serving nearly 

16 years as Walnut City Manager. He started his Walnut 

tenure in 2006. Rob is a Past President of the San 

Gabriel Valley City Managers’ Association. He 

previously worked for San Marino and Chino. 
 

 

City Managers in Cities of the 

Counties of Sutter and Tehama 

 

Sutter County is one of California’s 

original counties created in 1850 and 

Tehama County was formed from parts 

of Butte, Colusa and Shasta Counties in 

1856. The 2020 population of Sutter County is set at 

99,633, and Tehama County’s population is 65,829. 

Steve Smith is the Sutter County Administrator, 

appointed in 2009. And Gabriel Hydrick is the 

Tehama County Administrator since 

February 2022. He is a former Council 

Member and Mayor for the City of 

Lincoln (2010-2018).                                                       

 

Live Oak and Yuba City are Sutter County cities and 

Corning, Red Bluff, and Tehama are Tehama 

County cities.  
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https://www.tripepismith.com/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
http://www.ekapr.com
http://rwglaw.com/
http://www.pars.org/
http://www.cjpia.org/
http://www.willdan.com
http://www.usi.com
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
https://www.climatec.com/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
https://www.avenuinsights.com/solutions/revenue-enhancement/
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as a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 
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from Champlain College.   
                                           
    

 

 

 

 

City Managers in Cities of the 

Counties of Sutter and Tehama 

 

Live Oak was first settled in 1866 by A. 

M. McGrew. The California-Oregon 

Railroad reach the community in the 

1870’s, making travel to and from the 

area more convenient. A Live Oak 

post office was established in 1874. It took 100-

years before the city was incorporated in 1947. The 

2019 estimated population is 8,912. Live Oak 

contracts for law enforcement services with the 

County of Sutter’s Sheriff’s Department and the 

county Fire Department serves the community too. 

Aaron Palmer is the City Manager and Clarissa 

Menchaca is the City Clerk. Michael Horne is the 

Assistant City Manager and Tony Acosta is the 

Recreation Supervisor and Ron Walker is the Public 

Works Director. Luis Cibrian is the Parks & 

Recreation Director. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://rwglaw.com/ 

                                                                                                   

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients 

seeking reliable, efficient, and effective legal 

counsel. RWG delivers practical advice and 

solutions tailored to the unique needs of 

public entities. 

 

Working seamlessly across offices in 

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange 

County, Temecula, and the Central 

Coast. The RWG team of experts 

provides the full scope of public law 

services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from  

Listening carefully and asking the right questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF). 

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

Five-year old Presley Simpson Guarino and four-year 

old Leilyn Simpson Ha ready for baseball season and 

other exercise, training and workout activities. Presley is 

playing soccer and Lei Lei is on a T-ball team. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 
 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager 

Robert "Bob" Hinderliter. HdL expanded and improved 

with the help of a partnership with former City 

Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s retired Executive 

Chairman. 

                     

Andy Nickerson is the President/CEO. 

Other members of the HdL team 

include Vikki Beatley, Paula Cone, 

Barry Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly 

Konczak, David McPherson, and Bobby 

Young.  
 

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology and consulting services. HdL’s team of 

professionals currently serves more than 600 agencies 

nationwide. HdL Companies offers support services 

and software that includes sales, use and transactions 

taxes, economic development, property taxes, 

business license fees, transient occupancy tax, short-

term rental compliance, rent control, indirect cost 

recovery, utility users tax, and cannabis regulation and 

taxation.  

 

Former City Manager Bret Plumlee joined the           

HdL Companies executive team in 2019.   

   
120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                 

Brea, California                                                              

Telephone 888-861-0220 

http://rwglaw.com/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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Trackdown Posse Roster                        
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Gardens  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, W. Sacramento 

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager; Interim, Downey 

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired San Pablo/La Quinta  

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

 

Posse Roster: 
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 
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  Trackdown Management 
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Rancho Mirage, California 92270 

                                              

www.trackdownmanagement.net 
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https://gonsalvi.com/ 

 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like 

parachutes; you don't need them often 

but when you do, they had better work." 
 

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his sons, 

Jason Gonsalves and Paul Gonsalves, 

are expert Local government lobbyists. The firm 

represents 50-plus cities and is a key player in city 

legislation. The firm works closely with the League  

of California Cities. 
 

Anthony Gonsalves is the longest serving member 

of the CCMF Board of Trustees. 

                                                                                                     

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

925 L Street, Suite 250 

Sacramento, California 95814 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 

 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Telephone: 949-235-0525                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations. 

Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized                       

emphasis on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-   

Program Administration and Oversight 

Agent Services. 

 

 

 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
1870 Sakai Village Loop 

Bainbridge Island, Washington 96110, and 

560 East Commercial Street, Suite16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

Telephone: 949-235-0525 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
https://gonsalvi.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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City Managers in Cities of the 

Counties of Sutter and Tehama 

 

Aaron Palmer began his public service career in 

October 1999 as an Administrative Analyst in the 

City of San Bernardino. In March 2001 he took a 

Senior Management Analyst position in San Carlos. 

In March 2002 Aaron was hired as a Senior 

Administrative Analyst for the City of Big Bear Lake, 

and he worked there until February 2006.  He 

became the Assistant City Manager in Patterson in 

October 2006, and he moved to a Deputy City 

Manager post in the City of Adelanto in June 2007. 

Aaron was selected to serve as the Highland City, 

Utah City Administrator in March 2013.  He was 

appointed City Manager for the City of Canyon 

Lake starting in February 2016, and he became the 

Live Oak City Manager in April 2019. He started as 

Interim City Manager replacing Joe Aguilar, who 

held the position starting in April 2018. Aaron 

earned a BS in administration, management and 

human resources from California State Polytechnic 

University, Pomona and an MA in organization 

management from the University of Phoenix.  

 

Scott Wayman worked for the City of Live Oak for 

35 years, his last seven years as City Manager. 

Scott began his Live Oak tenure as a patrol officer 

with the Live Oak Police Department in 1987. He 

was appointed Assistant City Manager in 2002. 

Scott became the Live Oak City Manager in 

September 2014. His final day as City Manager was 

January 14, 2022 when he retired. At that time 

Assistant City Manager Michael Hornes filled in as 

Interim City Manager during the recruitment for a 

new City Manager. After retirement, Scott went to 

work as the Executive Director for the Bulverde 

Spring Branch Economic Development 

Foundation in Bulverde Spring Branch, Texas 

starting in April 2022. Scott earned a BA in criminal 

justice from Northwestern Oklahoma State 

University and an MPA from The University of Texas, 

San Antonio. Scott also studies at Oklahoma State 

University. 

  

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue. 

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Avenu has California Offices in El Dorado Hills, 

Fresno, Pleasanton, Sacramento and  

Westlake Village. 

 

Fran Mancia may be reached at 

559-288-7296. 
 

Fran is a member of the Board of 

Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF). 

Fran was elected as a University of California  

Alumni Regent in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.olsonhomes.com/ 
 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities.  

Since 1988, The Olson Company mission                                

has been to work hand-in-hand with cities to  

solve the critical shortage of urban housing  

by promoting and investing in responsible 

development that improves quality of life for 

everyone. The company has successfully 

 partnered with more than 100 cities since 1988. 

 
Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 
 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

 3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100 

Seal Beach, CA 90740 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
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This picture of a City of La Quinta Fire Station was 

taken by Trackdown’s Susan Simpson. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.climatec.com/ 

 
Founded in 1975, Climatec has grown from humble 

beginnings into one of the largest providers of building 

technology and energy efficiency solutions in the 

nation – and Climatec has been a proud member of 

the Robert Bosch family since 2015. 

 

Led by a highly credentialed team with more than 

 300 years of combined industry experience, Climatec 

helps public agencies find general fund relief through 

renewed infrastructure and funding solutions. The firm 

has delivered thousands of successful energy 

efficiency programs to public sector clients, including 

education, local, county, state, and federal 

governments. 

 
Regional Managers 

Ashley Cascio and 

Tyler Girtman 
 

Southern California Telephone: 949-474-0955                            

Bay Area Telephone: 925-558-2729 

 

City Managers in Cities of the 

Counties of Sutter and Tehama 

 

John Sutter was granted a large 

land grant by the Mexican 

government that included the 

Yuba City town site. This is the same 

John Sutter who owned the 

property where the gold was found 

that kicked off the California Gold Rush in 1848. In 

1852, Yuba City was a steamboat landing with 

modest commercial development. The city saw 

the arrival of many new residents following World 

War II. The city was incorporated in January 1908. 

Its 2020 population is 70,117. Diana Langley is the 

City Manager in Yuba City and Jackie Sillman is 

the elected City Clerk, with Ciara Wakefield as City 

Clerk Administrator. Brian Baker is the Chief of 

Police, Spencer Morrison is Finance Director, Jesse 

Alexander is Fire Chief, Natalie Springer in the 

Human Resources Director, Ben Moody is the 

Director of Public Works and Development 

Services, and Brad McIntire is the Community 

Services Director. 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

  

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint Powers 

Authority (JPA) with the goal of helping 

communities fund critical projects. ICFA 

has assisted funding more than $500 million in critical 

community projects, from hospitals to charter 

schools, public utilities, and housing. 
 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                         

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

info@ICFAuthority.org 

https://www.climatec.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
mailto:info@ICFAuthority.org
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City Managers in Cities of the 

Counties of Sutter and Tehama 

 

Diana Langley began working for 

Yuba City in November 2013 as the 

Public Works Director. Diana served 

as Interim City Manager twice while 

she was the Public Works Director; 

the first from February 2019 and 

August 2019, and the second time 

between February 2021 and December 2021. 

Diana has been serving as the City Manager in 

Yuba City since December 2021 after City 

Manager Dave Vaughn left for a private sector 

position. Diana earned a BS in civil engineering 

from California State University, Chico. Diana also 

earned a Certificate in construction management 

from the University of California, Davis continuing 

and professional education program.  

 

Yuba City Human Resources Director Natalie 

Springer earned a BS in biology from the University 

of Iowa and an MPA from Drake University.  

 

 

California Contract Cities Association 
 

https://contractcities.org/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Wood of the City of Lakewood, President 

Mark Waronek of the City of Lomita,                    

Immediate Past President 

 

64th Annual Municipal Seminar 
May 18 – 21, 2023 

Indian Wells, California 
 

Marcel Rodarte Executive Director  

7315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210  

   Cerritos, California 90703 

 Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

 

The late Ruth Tripepi and her late son, retired 

City Manager and Willdan Executive 

Frank G. Tripepi on Easter Sunday 1956.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tripepismith.com/ 

 
“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready to help  

with outreach campaigns, video production,  

content writing, messaging, graphic work, technology 

infrastructure and websites."  

 

Ryder Todd Smith, President 

 

https://contractcities.org/
https://www.tripepismith.com/
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http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former City Manager Larry J. 

Kosmont, Chairman and CEO. 2021 CCMF  

Corporate Partner of the Year. 
 

Kosmont Companies serves the needs of cities, 

counties, quasi-government agencies, private 

companies, developers, and non-profit organizations, 

including educational institutions across California. 

With unmatched expertise in public / private 

transactions, Kosmont Companies helps communities 

thrive by creating sustainable projects. 
  

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of  

evolving trends, challenges and solutions.  

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on  

approach to economic development focused  

on successful outcomes. 
 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266    

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Larry Kosmont with friends, Bill Crowe, Wayne Wedin 

and Ron Molendyk at a “Proof of Life” lunch.  

 

City Managers in Cities of the 

Counties of Sutter and Tehama 

 

Corning, California is a Tehama 

County city. The city got its start in 

1862 when the railroad reached the 

area. The city was named for railroad 

official, John Corning. The Corning 

Municipal Airport was activated in 1940. It is a 

public-use facility. The city was incorporated in 

August 1907. The 2020 population is 8,244. NASCAR 

drive Tyler Reddick calls Corning “home.”  Kristina 

Miller is the Corning City Manager, and the 

Administrative Services Manager is Lisa Linnet. 

Christina Meeds is the Planning and Recreation 

Coordinator and Jeremiah Fears is the Chief of 

Police. 

 

Kristina Miller was a Solid Waste Program Manager 

and Recycling Coordinator for the Tehama 

County Red Bluff Landfill Management Agency 

from June 2006 to June 2009. From 2009 to 2015, 

Kristina worked as the Landfill Agency Manager for 

the same agency. She was appointed Corning 

City Manager starting in December 2015 replacing 

City Manager John Brewer, who retired. Kristina 

earned a BA in restoration ecology and an MA in 

geography from California State University, Chico. 

Kristina served as a member of the Board of 

Directors for the California Recycled Market 

Development Zone (2013-2015) and continues to 

serve as the Board Chair for the California Product 

Stewardship Council.  

 

Stephen J. Kimbrough served as the Corning City 

Manager from February 1993 until he retired in 

March 2012. Prior to Corning, Steve had work 

assignments in American Canyon, Chino Hills, 

Temple City, Arcadia, Covina, Montclair, Palm 

Springs and La Habra. In 2009, Steve received a 35-

year ICMA Service Award. Steve and his wife Linda 

live in Corning and volunteer through the Corning 

First Baptist Church, the Corning Rotary Club and 

the Corning Chamber of Commerce. 

http://www.kosmont.com/
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City Managers in Cities of the 

Counties of Sutter and Tehama 

 

Peter Lassen was one of the first 

European American settler int the 

Red Bluff area in 1844. Though the 

California Gold Rush changed the 

focus of many pioneers making 

the trek from Missouri, river boat service was 

established by the 1840s. Tehama County was 

created in 1856 and Red Bluff became the county 

seat. The railroad reached Red Bluff by 1872. A blot 

on the town’s history came in 1886 when an “Anti-

Coolie League” expelled all Chinese from the 

town and burned the China Town there. Red Bluff 

was incorporated in March 1876. The 2020 

population is set at 14,710. Tom Westbrook is the 

City Manager and Community Development 

Director. Rick Lara and Karen Shaffer are 

Recreation Supervisor and Robin Kampmann is the 

Public Works Director and City Engineer. Paul 

Young is the Red Bluff Finance Director. 

 

Tom Westbrook became City 

Manager for the City of Red Bluff in 

May 2022. Tom began his public 

service career in the City of Ceres as 

an Associate Planner in January 

2001. He then began his assent in 

that organization: Senior Planner (February 2005-

July 2009); City Planner (July 2009-July 2010); 

Planning/Building Division Manager (July 2010-July 

2011); and Director of Community Development 

(November 2012-April 2020). Tom was elevated to 

the Ceres City Manager position in April 2020. His 

last day with Ceres was August 23, 2021. He moved 

to the City of Red Bluff as the Community 

Development Director in September 2021 and 

took the City Manager post in May 2022 after 

serving for a time as Interim City Manager. Tom 

earned a BA in city and regional planning from 

California State University, Chico. Tom was born 

and raised in Red Bluff and graduated from Red 

Bluff High School.  

 

Telephone No. 800-229-2343                               

www.cjpia.org  

Congratulations to Jon on his pending retirement. 

 

 

 

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Jim L. Barisic, former Artesia City 

Manager who also worked in 

Cerritos and Paramount, and is a 

Viet Nam veteran, founded 

Brandywine in 1994. 

 

Jim and two of his sons Brett 

Whitehead and David Barisic, Alex Hernandez 

and Mario Urzua direct Brandywine Homes. 

Please check the firm’s website for current sales! 

 

Units are selling in Carson, and Glendora. 

 

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                      

16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

 

http://www.cjpia.org/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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City Managers in Cities of the 

Counties of Sutter and Tehama 

 

Robin Kampmann is a contract public 

works and city engineer with NorthStar 

Engineering of Chico. Robin has been 

with the private firm since May 2005. 

She earned a BS in civil engineering 

from California State University, Chico. 

She is listed on the Red Bluff web page as the city’s 

Public Works Director and City Engineer.  

 

Scott Garrison is the Human Resources 

Administrator for the City of Red Bluff. He worked in 

the private sector until taking a position with the 

city in February 2020. Scott worked for Barnes & 

Noble in Chico for 11 years (2005-2016). Scott 

earned an AA from Sierra College and a BA in 

history from California State University, Chico.  

 

Herbert E. Nelson retired in 1981 as the City 

Manager in Red Bluff. He began his career in 1950 

as a Senior Analyst in San Diego. In 1955 he was 

appointed to the Carlsbad City Manager position. 

After working in the private sector between 1958 

and 1959 he was appointed City Manager in Red 

Bluff in 1959 and served in that post until 1981 when 

he retired. Herb earned a BA from Whitman 

College. He received a 20-year ICMA Service 

Award in 1975. 

 

 

 
 

Special group sessions for sports teams, 

police and fire departments or other groups 

 may be arranged. 

Raw Performance Owner/Coach William Ha, CSCS, is a 

certified strength and conditioning coach. 

Call: 714-335-4436 

www.rawperformancesc.com 

 

10579 Bloomfield Avenue, Los Alamitos, CA  90720 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government.  

He has developed successful strategies and paths     

to issues facing local government. Pat can help     

you, whether you are a City Manager looking for  

ways to turn your city around, or a developer  

needing assistance navigating the complexities  

of the political and/or entitlement process.  

 

Pat West was honored with the League of  

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for  

City Managers of Distinction.      

                                                                       

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private 

partnerships. 

                                                  

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USI has developed sophisticated employee 

benefit programs for public entities for more than 

30-years. USI helps agencies design innovative 

benefit solutions and provide benefit education 

to bargaining units. 

 

The power of USI, and its ability to bring best-in-

class solutions and services to clients and 

communities, is achieved through the collective 

knowledge and experience of professionals 

coming together as ONE. 
 

  

For more information contact            

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010  

or gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                                                

www.usi.com                                          

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                                     

Torrance, CA 90503    

 

http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.usi.com/
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https://nhaadvisors.com/ 

NHA Advisors, LLC provides 

strategic, objective and financially 

sound advice to public agencies 

throughout California. Consistently 

ranked as one of the most active 

municipal advisors*, NHA Advisors is 

distinguished from the competition 

by delivering broad advisory and consulting services 

to meet the challenging and complex needs of 

public agency clients. As a fiduciary, the firm 

develops comprehensive options and strategies that 

solve for maintaining/enhancing service levels, 

capital project needs, manage and contain costs 

and risks such as rising pension costs and promote 

fiscal sustainability through prudent policies. 

 

Craig Hill, Managing Principal 

N H A|A D V I S O R S  

Financial & Policy Strategies. Delivered. 

 
  

Tel: (415) 785-2025 x2001 
Cell: (415) 518-4130 

Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.calcities.org/education-and-

events/event/2023/09/20/default-calendar/annual-

conference-and-expo 
 

Annual Conference and Expo 
September 20-22, 2023 

 

Call Megan Dunn or Christina George with questions 

SAFE Credit Union Convention Center, Sacramento 

                                                                                                       

1401 K Street 

Sacramento, California  

 

City Managers in Cities of the 

Counties of Sutter and Tehama 

 

Former Red Bluff City Manager and City Attorney 

Richard Crabtree announced his retirement in 

January 2022. He began his city manager tenure 

in 2013.  

 

Martin J. Nichols left Red Bluff to become the Chief 

Administrative Officer in Lassen County. He 

became the city manager in 2006 (2006-2012). 

Marty began his public service career in 1970 as a 

Management Analyst for Contra Costa County. In 

1975 he was promoted to Deputy County 

Administrator (1975-1983). In 1983 Marty went to 

Butte County to be the Chief Administrative 

Officer, and he served there until 1989 when he 

took the Assistant County Administrator position in 

Marin County. He was promoted to County 

Administrator for Marin County in October 1994. 

Marty became the Assistant County Administrator 

in Marin County in August 1998. He took the 

Executive Officer position with the Marin 

Telecommunications Agency in November 2001. 

After he worked as the Red Bluff City Manager he 

went to the Lassen County Administrative Officer 

in 2012. Marty received a 40-year ICMA Service 

Award in 2015. He earned a BA from Fresno State 

University. He has served as a Senior ICMA Advisor 

since 2018.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

Picture by Susan Simpson 

https://nhaadvisors.com/
mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/09/20/default-calendar/annual-conference-and-expo
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/09/20/default-calendar/annual-conference-and-expo
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/09/20/default-calendar/annual-conference-and-expo
https://nhaadvisors.com/
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City Managers in Cities of the 

Counties of Sutter and Tehama 

 

Tehama is commonly 

believed to come from 

the Wintun word for “high 

water.” A village of 

Wintun people once stood on the modern-day site 

of Tehama on the western bank of the 

Sacramento River. Tehama was founded by 

Robert Hasty Thomes . He arrived in the area with 

Albert G. Toomes, William Chard, and Job Francis 

Dye. They traveled from San Francisco with land 

grants from the government of Mexico in 1844. 

Tehama was one of the earliest settlements north 

of Sacramento. Robert Thomes mapped out the 

city in 1850, and the community thrived on 

riverboat traffic. Tehama is generally the first part 

of the county to flood during the rainy season. 

Flooding is now controlled by the Shasta Dam. The 

city was incorporated in July 1906. The population 

peaked in the 1890s at about 2,000. The 2019 

estimated population is 373. Carolyn Steffan is the 

Tehama City Administrator and City Clerk. 

Elizabeth Celano is the City Treasurer. 
 

https://iccma.informz.net/informzdataservice/onlineversion/i

nd/bWFpbGluZ2luc3RhbmNlaWQ9MTEwMzIwNzMmc3Vic2Ny

aWJlcmlkPTEwNjI3MDQ1NTc= 

 

                                                                                                                 

 

“Most people don’t aim too high and miss, they 

aim to low and hit.” –The late Bob Moawad 

 

 
 

Melissa Russo with her husband John Russo in New 

York City. John is a retired City Manager and former 

City Attorney. He served as City Attorney in Oakland 

and was City Manager in Alameda, Riverside and 

Irvine. Melissa is the former Director of the San 

Bernardino County Museum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.munienvironmental.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://iccma.informz.net/informzdataservice/onlineversion/ind/bWFpbGluZ2luc3RhbmNlaWQ9MTEwMzIwNzMmc3Vic2NyaWJlcmlkPTEwNjI3MDQ1NTc=
https://iccma.informz.net/informzdataservice/onlineversion/ind/bWFpbGluZ2luc3RhbmNlaWQ9MTEwMzIwNzMmc3Vic2NyaWJlcmlkPTEwNjI3MDQ1NTc=
https://iccma.informz.net/informzdataservice/onlineversion/ind/bWFpbGluZ2luc3RhbmNlaWQ9MTEwMzIwNzMmc3Vic2NyaWJlcmlkPTEwNjI3MDQ1NTc=
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
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www.chwlaw.us 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed  

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.  

                                                                                    

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, H&W represents both public 

and private clients throughout California in 

municipal law. 
 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder,  

and currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass 

Valley. Two of the firm’s attorneys were named 

California Lawyers of the Year (2020). 2022 Winter 

Newsletter 
 

Microsoft Word - Winter 2022 Newsletter (298295.1).docx 

(mcusercontent.com) 

                                                                                            

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700;      

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 

 

 

Irvine City Managers 

William Woollett, 1972-1989 

Paul Brady, 1990-1999 

Allison Hart, 1999-2005 

Sean Joyce, 2005-2018 

John Russo, 2018-2020 

Oliver Chi, 2021-present 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Managers in Cities of the 

Counties of Sutter and Tehama 

 

Tehama City Administrator and City 

Clerk Carolyn Steffan retired as 

Superintendent of the Los Molinos 

Unified School District. Prior to serving as 

Superintendent, Carolyn was a 

teacher and a teaching-principal at Vina 

Elementary School. She currently serves as a 

member of the Tehama County Board of 

Education working with the Tehama County 

Department of Education. Carolyn earned a BS 

and a teaching credential from the University of 

California, Davis. She taught in Yuba City prior to 

her Tehama service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pars.org/ 
   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided retirement 

plan and trust solutions designed exclusively for public 

agencies. With programs like the Pension Rate 

Stabilization Program (PRSP) and the PARS OPEB Trust, 

PARS has helped over 400 clients address unfunded 

obligations and lower liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of 

the PRSP, a first-of-its-kind program designed to 

provide local control over assets and potential for  

greater return to the general fund. With innovative 

retirement solutions tailored to the unique needs of 

each agency, PARS is the largest private provider of 

multiple-employer Section 115 trusts in California. Since 

1984 the PARS team has provided retirement services 

designed specifically for each public agency's unique 

needs aiming to provide superior employee benefits 

while improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide agencies 

guiding through the process to achieve bottom-line 

results; and redefine goals and objectives.                                                                                                            

                                                                                             

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant  

(707) 249-5356 or kevin@kolgs.com 

http://www.chwlaw.us/
https://mcusercontent.com/0d60a13ea352ae7a05b90f326/files/e72860f4-c684-e51f-1ea8-c929b34a0ea6/2022_Winter_Newsletter.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/0d60a13ea352ae7a05b90f326/files/e72860f4-c684-e51f-1ea8-c929b34a0ea6/2022_Winter_Newsletter.pdf
http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
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http://www.rwglaw.com/ 

RW&G is a full-service law firm, headquartered in Los 

Angeles with offices in Orange County, San Francisco, 

and Temecula. RW&G has specialized in the 

representation of public and private sector clients for 

more than 50 years. The depth and diversity of the firm's 

experience cannot be duplicated. RW&G is comprised 

of lawyers that are committed to excellence in the 

legal services they provide and to solving problems of 

business and the public sector with the highest quality 

legal services. 

Roxanne Diaz is the City Attorney for Hidden Hills, and 

Maywood. Roxanne is a former member of the Board 

of Trustees of the California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF).  Quinn Barrow, Steven L. Flower, 

Kevin Ennis, Peter M. Thorson, Laurence Wiener, Serita 

Young, David Snow and Craig Steele are among the 

many other City Attorneys on the RW&G staff.  

RWG serves as City Attorney for the following cities and 

towns: Agoura Hills; Artesia; Banning; Beverly Hill; Brea; 

Buena Park; Calimesa; Covina; Fairfield; Hidden Hills; 

Highland; Indio; Jurupa Valley; La Mirada; Manhattan 

Beach; Mill Valley; Monrovia; Moorpark; Norwalk; 

Rancho Cucamonga; Ross; San Marino; Seal Beach; 

South El Monte; Temecula; Upland; Westlake Village; 

and Yucaipa.     

RW&G's lawyers have specialized in representing all 

types of public agencies since 1954. The firm currently 

serves as City Attorney, Bond Counsel, General Counsel 

and Special Counsel to more than 50 public agencies 

throughout California, including airports, cities, towns, 

community services districts, counties, joint powers 

authorities, redevelopment agencies, libraries and 

water districts.  

http://www.rwglaw.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Historically, Glenn Watson, Richard Richards, and 

colleague Robert G. Beverly opened the RWG firm’s 

first offices in downtown Los Angeles in the fall of 

1954.  At the time, the firm maintained its founders’ 

focus on real estate and business litigation.   The 

attorneys were joined from the first day and for the 

next 43 years by Beth Donald, who served as both a 

Legal Secretary and Office Manager.  From the early 

1970s until her death in 1997, she was the Municipal 

Law Administrator – responsible for assisting City Clerks 

in preparing their meeting agendas, assisting City 

Attorneys in drafting resolutions and ordinances, 

handling the billing for most of the Firm’s cities and 

maintaining (in her head) an encyclopedic database 

of California municipal law. 

 

Please visit the Richards Watson & Gershon web page 

at: www.rwglaw.com 

 

Or inquire at one of the RW&G offices:  

 

Los Angeles: 

355 South Grand Avenue, 40th Floor 

Los Angeles, California 90071-3101 

Telephone No. 213-626-8484 

la@rwglaw.com 

 

Orange County: 

1 Civic Center Circle, PO Box 1059 

Brea, California 92822-1059 

Telephone No. 714-990-0901 

oc@rwglaw.com 

 

San Francisco:  

44 Montgomery Street, Suite 3800 

San Francisco, California 94104-4811 

Telephone No. 415-421-8484 

sf@rwglaw.cm 

 

Temecula: 

41000 Main Street, Suite 309 

Temecula, California 92590 

Telephone No. 951-695-2373 

tem@rwglaw.com  

 

 

 

http://www.rwglaw.com/
http://www.rwglaw.com/
file:///C:/Users/Jack/Documents/TRACKDOWN%20FILES/NEWSLETTERS/2017%20Newsletters/www.rwglaw.com
file:///C:/Users/Jack/Documents/TRACKDOWN%20FILES/NEWSLETTERS/2017%20Newsletters/la@rwglaw.com
file:///C:/Users/Jack/Documents/TRACKDOWN%20FILES/NEWSLETTERS/2017%20Newsletters/oc@rwglaw.com
file:///C:/Users/Jack/Documents/TRACKDOWN%20FILES/NEWSLETTERS/2017%20Newsletters/sf@rwglaw.cm
file:///C:/Users/Jack/Documents/TRACKDOWN%20FILES/NEWSLETTERS/2017%20Newsletters/tem@rwglaw.com
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Jack & Susan Simpson in 1981 and today.  

Trackdown Management 

10 Claret, Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 

 

Picking Up the Pieces: Randy Murphy, 

the General Manager for the Hidden 

Valley Lake Association, is the new city 

manager for the City of Solvang. The 

city manager position had been open 

since the resignation of City Manager 

Xenia Bradford in September 2022. 

Ralph Andersen & Associates provided 

the city with executive recruitment 

services. Retired city manager Brad 

Vidro served as Interim City Manager. Randy has been 

managing the Hidden Valley Lake gated community in 

Lake County. He previously served as General Manager 

of the Feather River Recreation and Park District. Randy 

is a former City Administrator for the City of Oroville, and 

he worked as Assistant City Manager for Tulare. Los 

Banos City Manager Josh Pinheiro, 36, has been 

awarded additional job security requiring a unanimous 

vote of the City Council to dismiss him.  He was fired and 

then rehired in February, eight months after he was fired 

for undisclosed reasons and former Merced County 

Administrative Officer Gregory Wellman was appointed 

Interim City Manager. Josh received a $1.8 million 

settlement for a potential wrongful termination action. 

He has a new four-years employment agreement. Josh 

was originally hired to replace City Manager Alex 

Terrazas. Jim Thorsen served as a Senior Civil Engineer 

for the City of Simi Valley (1988-1997) before he was 

hired as the Assistant City Manager and Public Works 

Director for the City of Agoura Hills in July 1997.  Jim 

became the Malibu City Manager in May 2006. After 

retiring from Malibu in May 2016, Jim moved to the City 

of Cherry Hills Village, Colorado and worked as City 

Manager there (June 2016-July 2020). On March 21, Jim 

was hired as the Interim City Manager Cherry Hills 

Village. Jim earned a BS in civil engineering from 

Colorado State University and studies public 

administration at California State University, Northridge. 

Brad Raulston, the City Manager for the City of National 

City, went on administrative leave following a 

performance review. Brad has worked for National City 

for nearly two decades. He has been City Manager 

since May 2019. Armando Vergara, of the city’s 

community development group, is the Interim City 

Manager. Brad joined the city staff in September 2006 

as Deputy City Manager. He earned a BA in political 

science and economics from the University of 

California, Berkeley and an MPA from San Diego State 

University. Harold Campbell passed away on October 

18, 2012 in Santa Rosa, two months after his wife Juanita 

Campbell passed away at age 87. Harold was 90. 

Harold and Juanita celebrated their 68th Wedding 

Anniversary together in Honolulu, Hawaii. Harold served 

as City Manager in Huntington Park and was Interim City 

Manager in Cotati. 

https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
https://www.willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services.aspx
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More Pieces Picked Up: San Leandro 

City Manager Fran Robustelli worked 

in Human Resources for the Dublin San 

Ramon Services District for 16-years 

(1996-2012). She was the Director of 

Human Resources in Hayward 

between March 2010 to March 2014 

when she took a similar post with the 

City of Walnut Creek. Fran was 

elevated to Assistant City Manager in August 2015, and 

in June 2019 she took a similar Assistant City Manager 

position with the City of Napa. After serving as Interim 

City Manager, Fran was appointed San Leandro City 

Manager in May 2021. She earned a BA in biology from 

the University of South Florida, and a Master’s in Public 

Affairs from the University of Missouri, Columbia. Fran has 

also completed certificate programs at the University of 

California, Berkeley and the Kennedy School at Harvard 

University. Suspended Los Angeles City Council Member 

Mark Ridley-Thomas, 68, was convicted of federal 

bribery and conspiracy charges, including mail and 

wire fraud as a result of a bribery plan that called for 

him to steer millions of dollars in contracts to the 

University of Southern California (USC) in exchange for 

his son receiving a scholarship and teaching position. 

He is scheduled to be sentenced in August. Former 

Ventura City Manager Alex D. McIntyre is the City of San 

Bruno Interim City Manager. Alex will start his new 

management assignment on April 15. Alex served as 

the Ventura City Manager from 2018 until December 

2022. He previously served as the City Manager in Menlo 

Park (2012-2018). Alex began his career as a 

Management Analyst in Burbank (1985-1988) and 

Assistant to the City Manager in Arcadia (1988-1994). 

From March 1994 to December 1997, Alex worked as a 

Vice President for Norm Roberts & Associates executive 

recruiters. Alex served as the Town Administrator in 

Portola Valley (1997-2000) and Town Manager in 

Tiburon (2000-2006). In 2006-2008 he worked as Chief 

Assistant County Administrator in Marin County, and 

from 2008 to 2012 Alex served as the City Manager in 

Lake Oswego, Oregon. Alex is among the finalists for the 

City Manager position in Portland, Maine. Former El 

Segundo and Thousand Oaks city manager Scott 

Mitnick was appointed Town Manager in the Town of 

Moraga on March 8. Scott served as Thousand Oaks 

city manager from May 2005 until July 2016. He joined 

the city in 2000 after working as the Administrative 

Services Director in the City of Yuba City. Scott served 

as the Sutter County Administrator from January 2017 to 

March 2019. He was the El Segundo City Manager for 

nearly three years (2019-2022). After working with the 

Kosmont Companies for a little more than a year, he 

was selected to serve as the Town Manager for the 

Town of Moraga.  

 

www.ekapr.com 

                                                                                     

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists.               

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA please call                 

213) 741-1500 or email  

matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner 

 

 

Gaylord Knapp became Cerritos City 

Manager at the age of 30 a year after he 

joined the city staff as the Environmental 

Affairs Director. He previously served as the 

Assistant Planning Director for the City of La Mesa in San 

Diego County. Cerritos City Manager Arthur A. Gallucci 

took the job first as Interim City Manager in March 1991 

and he was appointed City Manager in April. Art served 

as Assistant City Manager for 10 years prior to becoming 

city manager. He joined the Cerritos city staff in 1971.  

Art will retire effective on June 30, 2023. He is 81 years 

old, born in April 1941. The Founder of Urban Futures, 

Marshall Linn, is a Partner with The Bayshore Consulting 

Group, Inc. He has been with Bayshore since January 

2017. Marshall is a United States Air Force veteran. He 

earned a BA and MPA from the University of Southern 

California (USC).  

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
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This is one of our favorite Mark Ochenduszko photos. 

Mark is a celebrated photographer. He is a retired City 

Manager who served in Coronado, Cypress, 

Campbell, and Interim City Manager in Del Mar. The 

picture will be shown at the Del Mar Fair Photo 

Competition. It was taken on a beach in Kauai. 

 

Still More Pieces Picked Up: After working 

as a Correctional Lieutenant with the El 

Dorado County Sheriff’s Department for 

nearly 16-years (1983-1999), City of 

Williams City Manager Frank Kennedy became the 

Executive Director of the Volunteer Center of 

Sacramento (2000-2013). In May 2014, Frank took a 

Management Analyst position with the City of Williams. 

He was appointed Assistant City Administrator in 

November 2014, and he was elevated to City 

Administrator in April 2015. Frank earned a BA in 

management from Saint Mary’s College of California. 

Former City of Orange City Manager (1995-2005) David 

Rudat, a former Fire Chief, has completed many interim 

assignments since leaving Orange. While with Orange, 

Dave served as President of the Orange County City 

Managers Association. His “Interim” positions include 

Interim Deputy County Executive Officer for Orange 

County (April 2006-October 2006); Interim City Manager 

for Los Alamitos (2007-2008); Interim Fire Chief in the City 

of Stockton (2010-2011); Interim Public Works Director for 

Modesto (2014-2015); Interim City Manager for the City 

of Alameda (2018-2019); and Interim Fire Chief for 

Stockton (2019-2020). Dave is currently the City 

Manager in the City of Sammamish, Washington where 

he started as Interim City Manager in February 2020. 

Retired El Cajon City Manager Bill Garrett (1996-2004) 

who served as the Executive Director of the California 

City Management Foundation (2005-2013) is a past 

President of the Governing Board of the Grossmont-

Guyamaca Community College District. Bill is currently 

a member of the Gossmont-Cuyamaca Community 

College Personnel Commission. It is a part-time position.  

 

Pismo Beach City Manager Jim Lewis and his 

family at the Hotel del Coronado shown during a 

recent short family vacation. Jim has been the City 

Manager in Pismo Beach since February 2013. He is 

a past President of the City Managers’ Department 

of the League of California Cities. 

 

SHORTS: *Adam Pirrie, Claremont City Manager, a UCLA 

alumnus, joined the city staff in 2003 as an Accountant 

and served as Finance Director from January 2001 until 

becoming city manager in October 2020. *Lakeport 

City Manager Kevin Ingram previously served the city 

as Community Development Director (2014-2020). 

*Justin Hess, Burbank City Manager, an ICMA 

Credentialed Manager, is Vice President of the Board 

of Trustees for the California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF). *Darrell Johnson, who earned a BA 

from the University of California, Riverside, is the Chief 

Executive Officer for the Orange County Transportation 

Authority. *Public Infrastructure and Finance Solutions 

consultant Carlos Urrutia served as the City Manager in 

Rocklin from August 1984 until his retirement in 

December 2010. *Lisa Pope, who earned a BS in 

kinesiology and exercise science from the University of 

Southern California (USC), was the City Clerk and IT 

Director in the City of Whittier (2017-2019) before 

becoming the City Clerk for the City of Vernon in 

October 2019. *Brad Raulston, City Manager for 

National City since May 2019, earned a BA from the 

University of California, Berkeley and an MPA from San 

Diego State University. *German citizen, Hans Uslar, 

started working for the City of Monterey in 1997 after 

coming to the U.S. as a German naval officer, and 

became the Monterey City Manager in 2018. *Former 

Cerritos City Council Member Bruce Barrows, who was 

active with the League of California Cities, celebrated 

a birthday in early April. *San Leandro Recreation & 

Human Services Manager Ely Hwang earned a BA from 

the University of Asia and the Pacific of the Philippines 

and has served in Albany as well as San Leandro.  


