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Rod Wood reports that recently a “small but hardy 

crew” gathered for a Northern California “Proof of Life” 

lunch. (L to R): Bill Edgar, Rod Wood, John Shirey,             

Joe Goeden and Joe Tanner. Bill served as Interim 

Sacramento City Manager just before John was hired 

for the post. Rod retired from Beverly Hills; Joe Goeden 

from West Sacramento and Joe Tanner from Vallejo. 

The next SoCal POL is Thursday, June 29, 2023.  

 

 

City Executives in the                            

County of San Mateo 

 

San Mateo County is part of 

the San Francisco Bay Area, 

among the nine counties that 

border the San Francisco Bay. 

The county came together in 

1856 as part of San Francisco 

County, one of California’s 18 

original counties in 1850. The county was officially 

organized on April 18, 1857. Redwood City is the 

county seat. The county’s 2020 population 

estimate is 764,442. Alphabetically starting with “A” 

the first six cities in the county include the cities of 

Atherton, Belmont, Brisbane, Burlingame, Colma 

and Daly City. Mike Callagy is the County 

Executive Officer and Clerk of the Board. Mike 

earned a JD from Santa Clara University.     
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https://www.icfauthority.org/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
http://www.ekapr.com
http://www.pars.org/
http://www.cjpia.org/
http://www.willdan.com
http://www.usi.com
https://www.tripepismith.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
https://www.avenuinsights.com/solutions/revenue-enhancement/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
https://www.patwestllc.com/
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 Retired City Manager Lou Shepard and his wife  

Nancy spent Memorial Day in an Oregon cabin about 

50 feet from the waters of the McKenzie River. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 

 

Founded in 1986 by former City Manager             

Larry J. Kosmont, Chairman and CEO.                   

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year. 

Larry has been a “Proof of Life” participant. 
 

Kosmont Companies serves the needs of cities, 

counties, quasi-government agencies, private 

companies, developers, and non-profit organizations, 

including educational institutions across California. 

With unmatched expertise in public / private 

transactions, Kosmont Companies helps communities 

thrive by creating sustainable projects. 
  

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of  

evolving trends, challenges and solutions.  

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on  

approach to economic development focused  

on successful outcomes. 
 

The firm is an expert in economic development, real 

estate consulting, financial analysis and 

redevelopment dissolution.  

 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266    

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

City Executives in the                            

County of San Mateo 
 

Atherton is known for the wealth of 

its residents. In 1990 and 2019 

Atherton was ranked as having 

the highest per capita income in 

the United States in cities with 

populations between 2,500 and 

9,999. The area covered by its zip code is regularly 

ranked as having the highest cost of living in the 

U.S. During the 1860s Atherton was recognized as 

Fair Oaks. In 1923 the named was changed to 

honor of 19th Century landowner Faxon Dean 

Atherton. The Town of Atherton has a reputation for 

being a strong supporter of local control and 

“home rule.” The city has been in litigation several 

times over the years regarding state mandates 

and regional issues. Atherton’s stated land use 

goal is to “…preserve the Town’s character as a 

scenic, rural, thickly wooded residential area with 

abundant open space.” Town of Atherton 

incorporated in September 1923. The town’s 2020 

population is 7,193. George Rodericks is the 

Atherton City Manager and Anthony W. Suber is 

the Deputy City Manager and City Clerk. Robert 

Barron III is the Finance Director, Sung Kwon is the 

Town Planner, and Robert Ovadia is the Public 

Works Director and City Engineer. The Atherton 

Chief of Police is Steven McCulley. Rachael Londer 

is a Management Analyst II in the city manager’s 

office.                             

  

 

 

 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.mmanc.org 

http://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.mmanc.org/


 

 

 

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management         Page | 3            
June 2023 Special                                                                                            Volume No. 16 | Issue No. 12
                                                         

borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work 

as a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   
                                           
    

 

 

 

 

Trackdown Posse Roster  
                       

Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager    
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Gardens  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, W. Sacramento 

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager; Interim, Downey 

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired San Pablo/La Quinta  

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

 

Posse Roster: 
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon 

 

 
                                 

City Manager Newsletter by 
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www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Jim L. Barisic, former Artesia City 

Manager who also worked in 

Cerritos and Paramount, and is a 

Viet Nam veteran, founded 

Brandywine in 1994. 

 

Jim and two of his sons Brett Whitehead and 

David Barisic, and Alex Hernandez and           

Mario Urzua direct Brandywine Homes. 

Please check the firm’s website for current sales! 

 

Units are selling in Carson, and Glendora. 

Coming Soon are developments in: Long Beach, 

Whittier, La Verne, Santa Ana, El Monte, Artesia 

and Apartments in Riverside and Murrieta. 

 

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                      

16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

 

 

 

 

 

 
https://gonsalvi.com/ 

 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like 

parachutes; you don't need them often 

but when you do, they had better work." 
 

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his sons, 

Jason Gonsalves and Paul Gonsalves, 

are expert Local government lobbyists. The firm 

represents 50-plus cities and is a key player in city 

legislation. The firm works closely with the League.  

of California Cities. 
 

Anthony Gonsalves is the longest serving Member  

of the CCMF Board of Trustees. 

                                                                                                     

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

925 L Street, Suite 250 

Sacramento, California 95814 
 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
https://gonsalvi.com/
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Karen Herrera and Michael George, the Assistant to 

the City Manager in Carson. Michael previously served 

in Beverly Hills as a Management Analyst. He earned a 

BA from Loyola Marymount University and an MPP from 

USC. Karen retired from Duarte after more than 34 

years of local government service. Karen began her 

public service career as an Administrative Assistant in 

Downey in 1985. She worked as an Administrative 

Analyst in Duarte (1987-1989), and as a Senior Assistant 

to the City Manager for the City of Orange (1989-1993). 

Karen was the Assistant City Manager in Bell Gardens 

(1993-1995) and Director of Finance and Human 

Resources in Hawaiian Gardens (1995-1997). She 

returned to Duarte in 1997 and served as the Assistant 

to the City Manager. From 2006 until her retirement in 

2022, Karen was the Deputy City Manager and Public 

Information Officer. Karen is a Senior Recruiter for Bob 

Hall and Associates starting in April 2022. She also 

served as an Adjunct Instructor for California State 

University, Fullerton (1998-2001). Karen earned a BA in 

communications from California State University, 

Fullerton.  
 

 

 

 

 
www.rawperformancesc.com 

Special group sessions for sports teams, police and fire 

departments or other groups may be arranged. 

 
Raw Performance Coach William Ha, CSCS is a certified 

strength and conditioning coach.                                         

Call: 714-335-4436 

 

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 90720  

info@rawperformancesc.com 

 

City Executives in the                            

County of San Mateo 

 

George Rodericks began his public service career 

as a member of the Army National Guard in June 

1987. George took an internship with the City of La 

Mirada in March 1991. After working as a Code 

Enforcement Officer in Rancho Palos Verdes 

(1993-1995), George served as a Management 

Assistant in La Habra Heights (1995). He returned to 

La Mirada as Assistant to City Manager Gary Sloan 

(1995-2001). George left La Mirada to take the City 

Manager position in Villa Park in December 2001. 

In May 2005 he moved to Northern California to 

become the City Manager in the City of Belvedere 

(2005-2012). George was appointed Town 

Manager in Atherton starting in October 2012. He 

earned a BA and MPA from California State 

University, Long Beach. In 2017, George received 

a 25-year ICMA Service Award. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 

 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Telephone: 949-235-0525                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

governments, and not for profit corporations. 

Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized                       

emphasis on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-   

Program Administration and Oversight 

Agent Services. 

 

 

        

 
 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
1870 Sakai Village Loop 

Bainbridge Island, Washington 98110, and 

560 East Commercial Street, Suite16                                    

Pomona, California 91767 

Telephone: 949-235-0525 

http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
mailto:info@rawperformancesc.com
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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City Executives in the                            

County of San Mateo 

 

Belmont is known for its 

wooded hills and views of the 

San Francisco Bay. The city is a 

quiet residential community. 

The city was incorporated in 

October 1926. The 2020 City of 

Belmont population estimate is 28,335. The City of 

Belmont City Manager is Afshin Oskoui, P.E. The 

Belmont Parks & Recreation Director is Brigitte 

Shearer and the Public Works Director is Peter 

Brown. The Acting Finance Director and City 

Treasurer in Grace Castaneda. Kellie Benz works in 

the City Manager’s office in Communications and 

Community Engagement.  

 

City Manager Afshin Oskoui began his public 

service career in the City of San Diego, where he 

worked for more than 25 years.  He left San Diego 

in July 2011 as the City Engineer and Chief of 

Design to join the City of Belmont as the Public 

Works Director. Afshin was the Interim City 

Manager and Public Works Director in June 2019. 

He became Belmont City Manager in September 

2019. He earned an AA degree in engineering 

from Sacramento City College, a BS and MS in civil 

engineering from San Diego State University.    

 

Brigitte Shearer has been the Parks and Recreation 

Director in Belmont since 2018. Before coming to 

Belmont, she served as the General Manager of 

the Highlands Recreation District in San Mateo 

(2012-2018). Brigitte earned a BSE in chemical 

engineering from Princeton University and an MBA 

from Stanford University.  

 

Grace Castaneda has been the Belmont Finance 

Director since August 2021. She served as Deputy 

Finance Director (2020-2021). Before joining the 

Belmont city staff, Grace was the Budget Manager 

for San Mateo. She earned a BA from UCLA and an 

MBA from Santa Clara University. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pars.org/ 
   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided 

retirement plans and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like 

the Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and 

the PARS OPEB Trust, 

  

PARS has helped more than 400 clients address 

unfunded obligations and lower liabilities. PARS is 

the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-kind program 

designed to provide local control over assets and 

potential for greater return to the general fund. 

With innovative retirement solutions tailored to the 

unique needs of each agency, 

 

PARS is the largest private provider of multiple-

employer Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 

the PARS team has provided retirement services 

designed specifically for each public agency's 

unique needs aiming to provide superior employee 

benefits while improving management 

effectiveness, reducing costs, and simplifying 

administration. 

 

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives. 

 

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356 or 

kevin@kolgs.com 

 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
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http://rwglaw.com/ 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. 

 

RWG delivers practical advice and solutions  

Tailored to the unique needs of public entities. 

 

Working seamlessly across offices in Los 

Angeles, San Francisco, Orange 

County, Temecula and the Central 

Coast. The RWG team of experts 

provides the full scope of public law 

services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from listening carefully 

and asking the right questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF). 

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

City Executives in the                            

County of San Mateo 
 

Brisbane is located on the lower slopes of San 

Bruno Mountain. It is called “The City of Stars” due 

to a holiday tradition that dates to 1939 when 

“Star” decorations are placed throughout the city. 

The city was originally known as Visitacion City and 

it was laid out in 1908 adjacent to a new Southern 

Pacific Rail line finished in 1907. In the 1920s Arthur 

Annis proposed the name change to Brisbane. The 

city did not incorporate until November 1961. The 2020 

population is set at 4,851. Clay Holstine is the 

Brisbane City Manager and Sheri Spediacci is the 

City Clerk. The Chief of Police is Lisa Macias, and 

the Deputy City Manager is Stuart Schillinger. 

Noreen Leek is the Brisbane Recreation Manager. 

 

Brisbane City Manager Clay L. Holstine began his 

public service career as an Administrative Trainee 

with the City of Medford, Oregon starting in 

September 1980. In September 1981, Clay was 

hired as a Medford city staff Administrative 

Analyst; Administrative Assistant in September 1983 

and Assistant to the City Manager in 1984. Clay 

worked as Assistant to the City Manager in Reno, 

Nevada (1987-1989) and Assistant City Manager 

(1989-1991). He served as the Reno Acting City 

Manager in 1991, and he began serving as the 

Reno City Manager in May 1991. Clay left Reno in 

1996 and worked as a local government 

consultant between 1996 to 1998. Clay became 

the Brisbane city manager in August 1998. Clay 

earned an AB in political science from the 

University of California, Berkeley and an MPA from 

Portland State University. In 2018 Clay received a 

35-year ICMA Service Award. Since 2006, he has 

been an ICMA California Coach. Clay served as 

Commission Secretary for the State of Nevada 

Public Service Commission (June 1996-September 

1997).  

                                                                                          

“You can’t make footprints in the sands of time if 

you’re sitting on your butt. And who wants to make 

buttprints in the sands of time?” –Bob Woawad 

http://rwglaw.com/
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City Executives in the                            

County of San Mateo 
 

Burlingame, on the San Francisco 

Peninsula, has a significant 

shoreline on San Francisco Bay. 

The city is known for its numerous 

eucalyptus groves. The city is 

named for Anson Burlingame, a 

United State Ambassador to China. Following the 

1906 San Francisco earthquake, many people 

came to Burlingame looking to establish new 

homes. The city incorporated in June 1908. The 

2020 population is 31,386. Lisa Goldman is the City 

Manager and Jeremy Kirshner is the Assistant to 

the City Manager. Meaghan Hassel-Shearer is the 

Burlingame City Clerk and Helen Yu-Scott is the 

Finance Director. Margaret Glomstad is the Parks & 

Recreation Director and Kevin Gardiner is the 

Community Development Director. Syed Murtuza 

is the Director of Public Works and Mike Matteucci 

is the Chief of Police.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.chwlaw.us 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed  

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.   

             

  CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law. 

 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020).   

                                                                                                

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700;    

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 

 

 

  

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

 

He has developed successful strategies and paths 

to issues facing local government. Pat can help 

you, whether you are a City Manager looking for 

ways to turn your city around, or a developer 

needing assistance navigating the complexities 

of the political and/or entitlement process. 

 

Pat West was honored with the League of  

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for  

City Managers of Distinction.           

                                                                       

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private 

partnerships. 

                                                  

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 

 

 
 

City Manager Lisa K. Goldman began her public 

service career as an Administrative Intern with the 

City of Palos Verdes Estates (1990-1991). From June 

1992 until July 1995, Lisa was a Legislative Assistant 

for Congressman Henry A. Waxman. She worked 

as a researcher (1997-1998) and a Campaign 

Coordinator for Americans for Nonsmokers Rights 

(1998-1999).  In June 1999 Lisa went to work as the 

Intergovernmental Relations Manager for the City 

of Fremont. In February 2007, she went to work for 

the City of Alameda as Deputy City Manager 

(2007-2010). Lisa served as the Alameda Acting 

City Manager from December 2010 to June 2011, 

and she was Assistant City Manager from June 

2011 to December 2012. Lisa started her tenure as 

the Burlingame City Manager in December 2012. 

She earned an AB in American history from 

Harvard University and an MPP from the University 

of California, Berkeley. In 2018 Lisa received a 20-

year ICMA Service Award.  

http://www.chwlaw.us/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
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Eric Beebe of the              

California State University, 

Long Beach volleyball 

program, and his mother 

Jacki Beebe on a recent visit 

to the facilities at the 

Huntington Library                         

in San Marino. 

 

 

 

City Executives in the                            

County of San Mateo 
 

With most of the land dedicated to cemeteries, 

Colma is a town that was founded as a necropolis 

in 1924. The population of the dead in town is 

speculated to be somewhere near 1.5 million. 

Before 1872, Colma was called “Station” or 

“School House Station,” the name of the first post 

office in 1869. Colma became the cemetery town 

after San Francisco outlawed new interments 

within its city limits in 1900 and then evicted all 

existing cemeteries in 1912. The town was first 

incorporated as the Town of Lawndale in 1924. As 

Lawndale already existed in Los Angeles County, 

the post office continued using Colma. The town 

name was officially changed back to Colma in 

1941. Many notable people have been buried in 

Colma, among the leaders and politicians are 

many from other walks of life like Wyatt Earp, Joe 

DiMaggio, and Willie McCovey. Brian Dossey has 

been the Colma City Manager and Caitlin Corley 

is City Clerk. Angelika Abellana is the Recreation 

Manager, and John Munsey is Chief of Police.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

  

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint 

Powers Authority (JPA) with the goal 

of helping communities fund critical 

projects. ICFA has assisted funding 

more than $500 million in critical community projects, 

from hospitals to charter schools, public utilities, and 

housing. 
 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                         

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

                                                                                         

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

info@ICFAuthority.org 

https://www.icfauthority.org/
mailto:info@ICFAuthority.org
https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
https://www.willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services.aspx
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City Executives in the                            

County of San Mateo 
 

Colma City Manager Brian Dossey, who will retire 

in August, has worked with the city staff since 

November 2003, and he has been city manager 

since December 2017. Brian came to Colma from 

the City of San Bruno, where he served as a 

Recreation Services Supervisor. He came to Colma 

to be the Director of Recreation Services. He 

became Administrative Services Director in July 

2016. Brian earned a BS in parks, recreation and 

leisure studies from California State University, 

Chico and an MBA from Saint Mary’s College of 

California. Brian has been an ICMA member since 

2006.  

 

Pak Lin is the Administrative Services Director for 

the Town of Colma. After working for a couple 

private sector auditing firms, Pak was fired in the 

City of San Bruno in March 2008 as the Financial 

Services Manager. She joined the staff for the Town 

of Los Altos Hills in July 2014 as the Finance 

Manager. Pak was promoted to Administrative 

Services Director starting in July 2015. She began 

his tenure as the Town of Colma Administrative 

Services Director in April 2018. Pak earned a BS in 

managerial economics from the University of 

California, Davis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Recently Mike Sakamoto and his wife Annie visited 

Café Fina at Monterey Fisherman’s Wharf. Mike is a 

former City Manager in Adelanto and Hercules.  

He was an Assistant City Manager in the City 

 of Bellflower. 

 

https://www.tripepismith.com/ 

 
“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready to 

help with outreach campaigns, video 

production, content writing, messaging, 

graphic work, technology infrastructure 

and websites."  

Ryder Todd Smith, President 

 

 

California Contract Cities Association 
 

https://contractcities.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Julian Gold of Beverly Hills, President 

Jennifer Perez of Norwalk, Vice President 

Marcel Rodarte Executive Director  

 

7315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210  

   Cerritos, California 90703 

  

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

https://www.tripepismith.com/
https://contractcities.org/
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Jill Vinsonhaler Meyer on an early 2023 Summer 

fishing trip. Jill previously worked for the Joe A. 

Gonsalves & Son professional representation  

firm in Sacramento. 

 

 

 

 
https://nhaadvisors.com/ 

NHA Advisors, LLC provides 

strategic, objective and financially 

sound advice to public agencies 

throughout California. Consistently 

ranked as one of the most active 

municipal advisors*, NHA Advisors is 

distinguished from the competition by delivering 

broad advisory and consulting services to meet the 

challenging and complex needs of public agency 

clients. As a fiduciary, the firm develops 

comprehensive options and strategies that solve for 

maintaining/enhancing service levels, capital 

project needs, manage and contain costs and risks 

such as rising pension costs and promote fiscal 

sustainability through prudent policies. 

Principals include Mark Northcross, Eric Scriven,    

Mike Meyer, Rob Schmidt, and Leslie Bloom. 
 

Craig Hill, Managing Principal 

N H A|A D V I S O R S  

Financial & Policy Strategies. Delivered. 

  
Tel: (415) 785-2025 x2001 

Cell: (415) 518-4130 
Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com 

 

City Executives in the                            

County of San Mateo 

 

Gioia Perez in the Human Resources 

Analyst for the Town of Colma. She 

joined the Colma staff in June 2021. 

Gioia was a Senior Human 

Resources Analyst in the City of San 

Mateo in 2018 and she moved to a 

similar position in the City of Pacifica 

(2018-2021). Gioia earned a BA from California 

State University, Chico.   

 

www.ekapr.com 
 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and 

crisis management. In addition, EKA offers a wide 

array of professional litigation communication and 

expert witness services lead by our team of 

strategists, lawyers, journalists, and media relations 

specialists.               

Together, EKA has more than 100-

years of combined experience and a 

multitude of relationships within the 

City & County of Los Angeles, and the 

88 cities within Los Angeles County.                       

                                                                                            

To contact EKA please call 213) 741-1500                             

or email  matt@ekapr.com                                     

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner 

 

 
 

 

 

 

“Everyone appreciates being appreciated. Catch 

people red-handed in the act of doing something 

right each day – and praise them for it.” -Bob 

Moawad 

 

https://nhaadvisors.com/
mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
https://nhaadvisors.com/
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City Executives in the                            

County of San Mateo 

 

Large Spanish ranchos covered 

the area that is now Daly City 

and Colma. Daly City is a 

coastal community found at 

the northern boundary of San 

Mateo County, sharing a 

border with the City and 

County of San Francisco. Following the 1906 San 

Francisco earthquake many refugees established 

homes in the area. Daly City incorporated in 

March 1911. The 2020 population is set at 104,901. 

Thomas Piccolotti is the City Manager and Annette 

K. Hipona is the City Clerk. Leilani Ramos is the 

Assistant to the City Manager. Tatum Mothershead 

is the Daly City Director of Economic and 

Community Development and Tim Nevin is the 

Director of Finance and Administrative Services. 

The Director of Human Resources is Natalie Sakkal. 

The Director of Public Works is Richard Chiu Jr. and 

Joshua Cosgrove is the Director of Water and 

Wastewater Resources. The Fire Chief is Ron Myers 

and the Acting Chief of Police is Cameron 

Christensen.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.olsonhomes.com/ 
 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities.  

Since 1988, The Olson Company mission                                

has been to work hand-in-hand with cities to  

solve the critical shortage of urban housing  

by promoting and investing in responsible 

development that improves quality of life for 

everyone. The company has successfully 

 partnered with more than 100 cities since 1988. 

 
Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 
 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

 3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100 

Seal Beach, CA 90740  

 

 

 

 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue. 

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Avenu has California Offices in El Dorado Hills, 

Fresno, Pleasanton, Sacramento and  

Westlake Village. 

 

Fran Mancia can be reached at 

559-288-7296. 
 

Fran is a member of the Board of 

Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF). 

Fran was elected as a University of California  

Alumni Regent in 2016. 

 

City Manager Thomas J. Piccolotti of Daly City 

served 28 years on the Board for the North Coast 

Water District. He served as an Assistant 

Superintendent for the City of Pacifica from March 

1990 to December 2000. Tom joined the Daly City  

staff as Manager of the Operation, Maintenance 

and Capital programs group in December 2000. 

He was promoted to Director of Water and 

Wastewater Resources for Daly City in October 

2017. Tom was appointed City Manager for Daly 

City at a Council meeting on January 23, 2023 

after serving for a time in 2022 as Interim City 

Manager. Tom took classes at the College of San 

Mateo and earned an AA degree from Skyline 

College, and a BS from the National Graduate 

School. He is a lifelong resident of Pacifica. Tom is 

not an ICMA member.  

 

“             No one has come up with a 

         substitute for hard work.” 

      ---The Late Ted Williams 

https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://www.avenuinsights.com/
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Telephone No. 800-229-2343                               

www.cjpia.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USI has developed sophisticated employee 

benefit programs for public entities for more than 

30-years. USI helps agencies design innovative 

benefit solutions and provide benefit education 

to bargaining units. 

 

The power of USI, and its ability to bring best-in-

class solutions and services to clients and 

communities, is achieved through the collective 

knowledge and experience of professionals 

coming together as ONE. 
 

  

For more information contact            

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010  

or gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                                                

www.usi.com                                          

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                                     

Torrance, CA 90503    

 

City Executives in the                            

County of San Mateo 
 

Tim Nevin is the Daly City Director of 

Finance and Administrative Services. 

Tim came to the city in August 2020 

from the County of San Mateo after 

serving as the Principal Management 

Analyst in the County Manager’s 

Budget and Performance Unit. Before the county 

and operating as a consultant, Tim worked for Daly 

City as the Senior Management Analyst (2003-

2014). Tim earned a BA in economics from Saint 

Mary’s College of California, MA in economics 

from the University of San Francisco, and a Ph.D. 

from the University of California, Davis.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 
 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager 

Robert "Bob" Hinderliter. HdL expanded and 

improved with the help of a partnership with former 

City Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s retired 

Executive Chairman. 

                     

Andy Nickerson is the President/CEO. 

Other members of the HdL team 

include Vikki Beatley, Paula Cone, 

Barry Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly 

Konczak, David McPherson, and 

Bobby Young.  
 

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology and consulting services. HdL’s team of 

professionals currently serves more than 600 agencies 

nationwide. HdL Companies offers support services 

and software that includes sales, use and transactions 

taxes, economic development, property taxes, 

business license fees, transient occupancy tax, short-

term rental compliance, rent control, indirect cost 

recovery, utility users tax, and cannabis regulation 

and taxation.  

 
120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                 

Brea, California                                                              

Telephone 888-861-0220 
 

http://www.cjpia.org/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.usi.com/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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www.usi.com 

 

Experience the USI ONE Advantage® and learn 

how their Public Entity Practice can help manage 

the risks of public sector organizations, providing 

improved protection and cost control. 

 

USI has developed sophisticated employee 

benefit programs for public entities for more than 

30-years. USI helps agencies design innovative 

benefit solutions and provide benefit education to 

bargaining units.  

 

USI began in 1994 with a single office of $6.5 million 

of revenue and 40 associates. Today, USI is 

approaching $2 billion in revenue with more than 

6,000 associates in more than 150 offices across 

the country. 

 

USI has served more than 150,000 clients meeting 

their property & casualty, employee benefit, 

personal risk and retirement needs nationwide. 

 

USI has more than 100 years of consulting and 

brokerage experience through its acquired 

agencies, with local offices dating back in their 

communities as far as the late 1800s. USI combines 

industry leading national capabilities delivered 

through a longstanding, passionate and 

committed local service teams.  

 

USI stands for Understand, Service and Innovate. 

At USI we work to Understand the specific needs of 

our clients, to provide an unparalleled 

local Service experience, and to Innovate with 

cutting edge solutions so our clients can continue 

to invest and grow. 

 

 

 

 

 

At USI, we are proud of the deep roots we have in 

our communities. With agency offices dating back 

over 100 years in their local neighborhoods, USI 

teams have a passion for getting involved and 

helping others who are in need. 

USI associates give their time, talent and treasure 

across the country through USI Gives Back — 

where each of the Company’s more than 150 

offices participate in local community service 

during the year. 

For more information contact Gary Delaney or                       

Kristin Yokoyama at (424) 390-0000 

 Contact information:                

Office: (424) 390-0010 |             

Email: gary.delaney@usi.com                               

21250 Hawthorne Boulevard,  

Suite 600, Torrance, CA 90503 

 

USI stands for Understand, Service and Innovate 

At USI a most dynamic personal and professional 

development program has been created. USI 

invest heavily in its associates through a unique 

professional development platform—USI ONE®, 

along with one-of-a-kind employee reward and 

recognition programs and passionate 

commitment to local communities. USI is an 

exception place to work! 

Investing in our communities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.usi.com/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/the-usi-one-advantage/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/community-investment/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/community-investment/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
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Picking Up the Pieces: Registration is now 

open for the 2023 Annual Conference 

and Expo of the League of California 

Cities in Sacramento, September 20-22, 

2023 at the SAFE Credit Union Convention 

Center. The 2023 conference will mark the 

125-year milestone anniversary of the 

annual event. www.calcities.org/ac 

Mountain View’s new Chief of Police is police Captain 

Mike Canfield. Mike has been with the Mountain View 

Police Department for more than twenty years starting 

in 1999. He will succeed former Chief of Police Chris 

Hsiung, who left the city to become the Undersheriff in 

San Mateo County. Mountain View City Manager 

Kimbra McCarthy said that the new chief will start on 

June 26. Former Chief Max Bosel has been serving as 

Interim Chief. The new Chief earned a BS from 

Columbia Southern University. Jackson City Manager 

Yvonne Kimball is the new City Manager in the City of 

Morro Bay. Yvonne came to Jackson as City Manager 

in August 2017. She previously served as Town Manager 

of Dewey-Humboldt, Arizona (2012-2017) and as City 

Manager in Bowling Green, Florida (2008-2011). Yvonne 

earned an MPA from the University of Central Florida. 

She has served as Vice Chair of the Board of Directors 

for the Amador County Senior Center since March 2020, 

and as a Committee Member for the Sutter Amador 

Hospital Community Advisory Committee since 

October 2017. San Leandro City Manager Fran 

Robustelli hired Jessica Lobedan, the former 

Community Services Manager for the City of 

Hayward, to serve as the first Human 

Services Director for San Leandro. Jessica 

joined the Hayward city staff in May 2018 as 

a Management Analyst, and she became 

the Community Services Manager in August 2022. 

Jessica earned a BA in sociology from the University of 

California, Davis and an MPP from Mills College, 

Oakland. Municipal Management Association of 

Northern California (MMANC) President John Stefanski 

is the Assistant to the City Manager in the City of Dublin. 

John was an ICMA Local Government Management 

Fellow with the City of Hayward starting in July 2014. He 

was hired in Hayward as a Management Analyst I in 

February 2015. John was promoted to Management 

Analyst II in July 2017. In October 2019, John started as 

the Assistant to the City Manager in the City of Dublin. 

John earned a BA in public administration from Miami 

University and an MPA from the Maxwell School at 

Syracuse University.   

  

 

“Life shrinks or expands in proportion to one’s 

courage.”      --Anais Nin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

State Senator Marie Alvarado-Gil and Jackson         

City Manager Yvonne Kimball. Senator Alvarado-

Gil is a Jackson resident. She was elected in 2022 

and represents the counties of Placer, El Dorado, 

Amador, Alpine, Calaveras, Tuolumne, Mariposa, 

Stanislaus, Madera, Merced, Mono, Nevada and 

Inyo. 

 
 

Pasadena City Manager Miguel Márquez announced 

the appointment of Tim McDonald to the new Director 

of Libraries & Information Services. Tim joined the city 

staff in 2016 and has served as Acting Director since 

February 2022. Before coming to Pasadena, Tim worked 

for the Las Vegas-Clark County Library District. He 

previously served as a public-school teacher in 

Chicago. Tim earned a BA from Swarthmore College, a 

Master’s degree in teaching and learning from DePaul 

University, and a Master’s Degree in information science 

from the University of North Texas. Rachel Tolber, a 

career officer with the City of Redlands Police 

Department, is the new Redlands Chief of Police. 

Rachel began her law enforcement career as a student 

intern with the Redlands Police Department in 1997.  

Redlands City Manager Charles Duggan describes 

Rachel as dedicated to the city and he praises her 

leadership qualities and notes that she is an excellent 

decision maker with excellent communication skills. 

Rachel succeeds Chief Chris Catren, who retired due to 

a disability as a result of a work-related back injury. Ojai 

City Manager James Vega will be the next City 

Manager for the City of Port Hueneme. He is scheduled 

to start his new position on July 24. James joined the Ojai 

city staff in 2017 as Assistant City Manager. He became 

Interim City Manager and served in that position for two 

months prior to being named City Manager in 2019. 

Before coming to Ojai, Jim served as a Management 

Analyst for the City of Oxnard, and before that he 

worked as an Associate Attorney with a civil litigation 

firm. He earned a BA from California State University, 

Channel Islands and a JD from the Santa Barbara and 

Ventura Colleges of Law. He has been a member of the 

California State Bar since January 2013.  

http://www.calcities.org/ac
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More Pieces Picked Up: Multi-

lingual Carolina Camarena has 

served as the San Jose Director of 

Communications since January 

2021. She started working in the 

City of San Jose in March 1997 as 

a Communications Coordinator 

in the Office of the Mayor. She 

subsequently worked as a Community Coordinator 

(1999-2002), Public Outreach Representative (January 

2003-June 2003), Public Information & Events 

Coordinator (2003-2006), Public Information 

Representative with the Environmental Services 

Department (2006-2015), and Senior Public Information 

Representative (2015-2017), and Public Information 

Manager with the Department of Parks, Recreation & 

Neighborhood Services (2017-present). She is also 

serving as the Emergency Public Information Officer 

while she is Director of Communications. Carolina 

earned a BA from the University of California, Santa 

Cruz. Staycee Dains, Director of Animal Care Services 

for the City of Long Beach, has been appointed by Los 

Angeles Mayor Karen Bass to serve as the next General 

Manager of the Los Angeles Animal Services 

Department. The Mayor’s appointment requires 

confirmation by the City Council. Staycee joined the 

Long Beach department in 2019, and she worked for 

the San Jose Animal Care and Services Department for 

10 years prior. The Los Angeles department has been 

without a permanent general manager since February 

2022 when then-General Manager Dana Brown left the 

position. Annette Ramirez has served as the Interim 

General Manager. Tracy City Manager Michael Rogers 

resigned and will drop a proposed wrongful termination 

and racial discrimination suit against the city.  Michael 

will receive $265,000 severance.  He began his City of 

Tracy City Manager tenure in December 2021. Assistant 

City Manager Midori Lichtwardt is the Interim City 

Manager effective immediately. Before coming to 

Tracy, Michael served as the Deputy City Manager in 

Glenn Heights, Texas (2020-2021), Director of the 

Department of Transportation in Dallas, Texas, and 

Director of the Department of Transportation in the City 

of Raleigh (2016-2017). He worked as the Peoria, Illinois 

Public Works Director from 2013 to 2016. Michael earned 

a BS in construction engineering from the Lawrence 

Technological University and an MS in civil engineering 

from Michigan State University. Retired City Manager 

Edward P. Everett authored a piece printed in the June 

issue of PM Magazine entitled: “Let’s Think Differently 

About What We Expect of Our Residents and 

Ourselves.” Ed says, “We cannot continue to adhere to 

the outdated status quo modus operandi.” Ed served 

as City Manager of Redwood City (December 1991-

November 2007) and the City of Belmont (1984-1991).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This picture of the group KULAYD is especially for 

former Norwalk Mayor and Council Member and 

past President of the California Contract Cities 

Association Cheri Kelley. Their performances in a 

Hospitality Suite at the annual CCCA Seminar are 

legendary. Our favorite performances were when 

Nashville Star finalist Casey Simpson joined them in 

song. 

 

 

He received the ICMA Award for Career Excellence in 

Memory of Mark E. Keane in 2007. Ed was the recipient 

of a 30-year ICMA Service Award in 2003. South San 

Francisco City Manager Sharon Ranals joined the city 

staff in 1980 in Parks and Recreation.  In August 2019. In 

January 2022 she added Assistant City Manager to her 

Parks and Recreation Director title. She served as Acting 

City Manager from February 1993 to December 1994. 

Sharon was appointed Interim City Manager in 

December 2022, and the “Interim” was dropped in 

March 2023. She earned a BA from Reed College in 

Portland, Oregon, and an MPA from San Francisco 

State University. Beverly Hill Director of Community 

Development Timothea Tway is the 

new Director of Community 

Development for the City of San Luis 

Obispo. Timothea joined the city staff 

in Beverly Hills in 2012 as an Assistant 

Planner 2012-2014).  Tim worked her 

way up in the city Planning 

Department as an Associate Planner 

(2014-2016), Senior Planner (2016-

2020), Principal Planner (2020-2021), City Planner 

(August 2021 – January 2023).  She became the Director 

of Community Development in January 2023. She is 

leaving Beverly Hills effective June 19. Timothea earned 

a BA from the Sol Price School of Public Policy at the 

University of Southern California (USC), a BS in public 

policy, management and planning, and a Master’s 

degree in city and regional planning from California 

Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo.    
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: Carmen Gill 

is the new City Manager for the City of 

Gonzales. Carmen previously served as 

the Gonzales Director of Community 

Engagement and Strategic Partnership. 

She held that position for three years. 

Carmen is a Board Member of the Big 

Sur Land Trust and Salinas Valley 

Memorial Hospital Foundation. Carmen 

replaces former City Manager Trevin Barber, who 

resigned after four months with the city. Carmen 

earned a BSW from San Jose State University and an 

MPA from the University of San Francisco.   

SHORTS: *Alameda County Deputy District Attorney 

Alexandra Grayner contends that former Fremont City 

Manager Mark Danaj, who is free without bail facing 

felony charges, is in Italy and “appears to be living his 

best life ‘studying’ Italian wines, cheese and capellini.” 

*Retired Red Bluff City Manager Richard Crabtree is 

being considered for the Interim City Manager position 

in the City of Corning, following the departure of City 

Manager Kristina Miller. *Retired Seal Beach and 

Bellflower Planning Director Lee Whittenberg is living in 

South Carolina near his grandchildren. *Lomita City 

Manager Ryan Smoot began his public service career 

working for the City of Bellflower. *MMANC has about 

600 members and provides important opportunities for 

training and building relationships in local government. 

*Orange County Power Authority Chief Executive 

Officer Brian Probolsky was dismissed in April and 

replaced by Director of Communications and External 

Affairs Joe Mosca on an interim basis. *June 2, 2023 was 

National Doughnut Day and Susan Simpson made a 

very rare visit to a Rancho Mirage Krispy Kreme store. 

*Veteran retired City Manager Tim Casey and his book 

“The Mayor Married Who?” are featured on a recent 

podcast from Avenu Insights and Analytics. *ICMA 

Director of Member Services and Ethics in Washington, 

D.C., Martha Perego is leaving ICMA at the end of June 

after 24 years with the association. *Nicole Niestemski, 

our favorite self-proclaimed “Polipino” (Polish and 

Filipino), is a businessperson formerly of Cerritos, who’s 

mission is to bring more peace of mind and freedom to 

everyone. *Karen Diemer, Arcata City Manager, who 

previously work for the City of Eureka in recreation, is an 

alumnus of Humboldt State University. *University of 

Northern Iowa alumnus Marc A. Mitchell, a former 

CCMF Corporate Sponsor of the year, who worked 

nearly 11 years with Cerrell Associates, has been the 

Principal of Mitchell Public Affairs & Advocacy for the 

past nearly two years and he continues to serve on the 

Board of Directors for the South Bay YMCA. *Norwalk 

Deputy City Manager Richard Rojas has received a 

scholarship from the California Statewide Communities 

Development Authority (CSCDA) to attend the 2023.  

 

 

Local Governance Summer Institute at Stanford 

University. *A new effort to make the City of San Diego 

community of La Jolla an incorporated city, among 

efforts that have dated back to the 1940s, appears to 

have a path to potential success. *Former President of 

the United States Jimmy Carter and her wife Rosalynn 

Carter are 98 and 95 respectively. *Elisa C. Cox, 

Assistant City Manager in Rancho Cucamonga, is the 

current Cal-ICMA President. *Susan Meyer Barton (1946-

2023), after a career in public service including positions 

with the County of Los Angeles, became the 

Recreation Supervisor for Redondo Beach in 1984. 

*Erick Cheung is the Finance Manager for the City of 

Pleasant Hill starting in January 2022 and previously 

served as Director of Finance in the City of San Pablo. 

*Martinez City Manager Michael Chandler is a former 

United States Navy Supply Corps Officer. *Mark 

Alexander joined the La Cañada Flintridge city staff in 

1988 and he was appointed City Manager in 2003. 

*David Neil Lund, who earned a BA and MPA from 

California State University, Fullerton and began his 

public service career as an Administrative Assistant with 

City Manager M.D. “Mac” McKeown in Norwalk in 1970, 

retired in 2008 as the Public Works and Economic 

Development Director after working 15 years with the 

City of San Clemente. *City Manager John R. Longley 

Jr. served as the City of Avalon City Manager from 

January 1984 to 1988 when he became City Manager 

in the City of Marina. *Lauren Sugayan was appointed 

Assistant City Manager for the City of Martinez in 

February 2023 after serving as “acting” in the position 

starting in August 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the 2023 T-Ball Season came to a close. Susan 

and Jack Simpson with grandchildren Lei Lei,  

Koa and Tyler. 


