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Nadean Dickey and her husband Bob Dickey at 

the prehistoric monument, Stonehenge in Wiltshire, 

England. Stonehenge could have been a burial 

ground from its earliest beginnings. Bob is a former 

City Manager for the City of Walnut, and he retired 

from public service in 2010 as the Director of Public 

Works for the City of South Gate. Bob also served as 

a Regional Manager for the Southern California 

Edison Company (1994-2004). He previously worked 

as the Assistant City Manager in Signal Hill and for 

the City of Rosemead. 
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San Mateo County is part of the 

San Francisco Bay Area, among 

the nine counties that border the 

San Francisco Bay. The county 

came together in 1856 as part of 

San Francisco County, one of 

California’s 18 original counties in 

1850. The county was officially organized on April 18, 

1857. Redwood City is the county seat. The county’s 

2020 population estimate is 764,442. Alphabetically 

the third group of cities includes Portola Valley, 

Redwood City, San Bruno, San Carlos, San Mateo, 

South San Francisco and Woodside. Mike Callagy is 

the County Executive Officer and Clerk of the Board. 

Mike earned a JD from Santa Clara University. 
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Mary Linda Strenn                                      
(October 30, 1944 – July 6, 2023) 

                                                                                                          

Mary was an International City/County Management 

Association (ICMA) Credentialed City Manager, and, 

after retirement, she served as a Senior Advisor for 

ICMA/League of California Cities. In addition, Mary 

held leadership roles in the city management craft at 

the local, state, and national levels. 

 

Mary began her public service career as a planner in 

the city of Peoria, Illinois starting in July 1977. Mary 

served as an Urban Planner (July 1977 – June 1980); 

Community development Planner (June 1980 – August 

1981); Assistant to the City Manager (August 1981 – 

August 1983); and Assistant City Manager in Peoria 

(August 1983 – February 1985). In February 1985 she 

came to California from Illinois and took the Deputy 

City Manager position in Bakersfield, and in July 1987 

she became the Bakersfield Assistant City Manager. In 

June 1990 Mary became the City Administrator for the 

City of San Fernando and in January 1998 she took an 

Interim City Manager assignment in the City of Ceres. 

Mary was selected to serve as the El Segundo City 

Manager in September 1998, and following retirement 

from El Segundo in July 2005 she took “Interim” 

assignments in South Gate (2007), San Fernando 

Redevelopment Agency (2009-2010) and as the 

Huntington Park Interim City Manager in 2012. Since 

September 2015, Mary has served as a Senior Advisor 

with ICMA and the League of California Cities. In 2003 

Mary received a 25-Year ICMA Service Award. Mary 

earned a BS in Urban Planning and an MS in 

Environmental Studies/Administrative Services. 

  

Mary Strenn has been a professional serving local 

government for more than 30 years. She has been a 

supporter of the “Proof of Life” lunch program. 

 

 

 

 

www.rawperformancesc.com 
 

Special group sessions for sports teams, police and fire 

departments or other groups may be arranged. 

 
Raw Performance Coach/Owner, William Ha, CSCS is a  

certified strength and conditioning coach.                                                                      

Call: 714-335-4436 

 

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 90720  

info@rawperformancesc.com 
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Portola Valley is located on the San 

Francisco Peninsula and is named 

for explorer Gaspar de Portola, who 

led the first party of Europeans to 

explore the San Francisco Peninsula 

in 1769. The town was not 

incorporated until July 1964. The 2020 estimated 

population is put at 4,456. Jeremy Dennis left the 

Town Manager position in March 2023 after serving 

in the position for seven years.  

 

After serving as the Town Manager for the Town of 

Portola Valley (March 2016-March 2023), Jeremy 

Dennis became a self-employed management 

consultant, Jeremy Dennis Consulting of Redwood 

City. Public Works Director Howard Young is the 

Interim Town Manager and has agreed to serve in 

that position until an appointment is made.  Howard 

has worked for the town for about 20-years.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 

 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Telephone: 949-235-0525                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. provides municipal consulting 

services, to State and local governments, and not for 

profit corporations. Wolf & Company Inc. has a 

specialized emphasis on:  Mobile Home Park 

acquisitions-Program Administration and Oversight 

Agent Services. 

 

 

 

        

 
 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
1870 Sakai Village Loop 

Bainbridge Island, Washington 98110, and 

560 East Commercial Street, Suite16                                    

Pomona, California 91767 

Telephone: 949-235-0525 

 

 

http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
mailto:info@rawperformancesc.com
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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Trackdown Posse Roster  

 
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager    
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Gardens  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, W. Sacramento 

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager; Interim, Downey 

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired San Pablo/La Quinta  

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

 

Posse Roster: 
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon 

 
                                 

City Manager Newsletter by 

  Trackdown Management 

               10 Claret 

Rancho Mirage, California 92270 

                                              

www.trackdownmanagement.net 

Cell Phone Nos. 310-418-1035, or 562-896-5424 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Jim L. Barisic, former Artesia City 

Manager who also worked in 

Cerritos and Paramount, and is a 

Viet Nam veteran, founded 

Brandywine in 1994. 

 

Jim and two of his sons Brett Whitehead and David 

Barisic, and Alex Hernandez and Mario Urzua direct 

Brandywine Homes. 

Please check the firm’s website for current sales! 

 

Units are selling in Carson, and Glendora. 

Coming Soon are developments in: Long Beach, 

Whittier, La Verne, Santa Ana, El Monte, Artesia and 

Apartments in Riverside and Murrieta. 

 

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                      

16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://rwglaw.com/ 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. 

 

RWG delivers practical advice and solutions tailored 

to the unique needs of public entities. 

 

Working seamlessly across offices in 

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange 

County, Temecula, and the Central 

Coast. The RWG team of experts 

provides the full scope of public law 

services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from listening 

carefully and asking the right 

questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF). 

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
http://rwglaw.com/
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Redwood City is the county seat for 

San Mateo County. It was the first city 

to incorporate in the county when it 

incorporated in May 1867. The 

townsite had been part of a Mexican 

land grant. In 1907, the Enomoto 

brothers grew what many think was 

the first commercially grown chrysanthemums and 

the city for a time was proclaimed “Chrysanthemum 

Center of the World.” Redwood City had a 2020 

population of 84,292…the 100th California city in 

population. Melissa Stevenson Diaz is the City 

Manager and Michelle Flaherty and Alex Khojkian 

are the Assistant City Managers. Jennifer 

Yamaguma is the Deputy City Manager. Alex is the 

new San Mateo City Manager. 

 

City Manager Melissa A. 

Stevenson Diaz began her 

public service career as a 

Management Intern in Morgan 

Hill starting in June 1991. She 

became a Management 

Analyst (December 1991-June 

1999); Acting Human Resources 

Manager (June 1999-February 

2001) and Assistant to the City 

Manager (February 2001 – June 

2006). In June 2006, Melissa became the Assistant 

City Manager for the City of Fremont, and in 

September 2010 she took the Assistant City Manager 

position in the City of Mountain View. Melessa was 

appointed City Manager in Redwood City starting in 

October 2015. She is an ICMA Credentialed 

Manager. In 2021 she received a 30-year ICMA 

Service Award. Melissa earned a BA in European 

history from Mills College and an MA in public 

administration from San Jose State University.  

 

Redwood City Assistant City Manager Michelle 

Poche Flaherty earned a BA from the University of 

California, Santa Barbara and an MPA from Penn 

State University.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tripepismith.com/ 

 
“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready to help 

with outreach campaigns, video production, 

content writing, messaging, graphic work, 

technology infrastructure and websites."  

 

Ryder Todd Smith, President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

City of Big Bear Lake City Hall. Picture taken August 3, 

2023. The 2020 population is 12,738. 

 

 

 

https://www.tripepismith.com/
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https://gonsalvi.com/ 
 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; 

you don't need them often but when you do, they 

had better work." 
 

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his sons,  

Jason Gonsalves and Paul Gonsalves, are expert  

Local government lobbyists.  The firm represents 50-

plus cities and is a key player in city legislation.  The 

firm works closely with the League of California Cities. 
 

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time 

Member of the CCMF Board of Trustees 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

925 L Street, Suite 250 

Sacramento, California 95814 
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San Bruno is located adjacent to 

the San Francisco International 

Airport. The city began known as 

Clark’s Station, which was a stop on 

the old Butterfield Overland Mail 

stagecoach route. The first U. S. Post Office was 

established in San Bruno in 1875. San Bruno 

incorporated in December 1914. Its 2020 population 

is set at 43,908. Alex McIntyre is the new San Bruno 

city manager starting as Interim City Manager in 

April 2023, and Lupita Huerta is the City Clerk. Darcy 

Smith is the Assistant City Manager and Jennifer 

Dianos is the Assistant to the City Manager. Peter 

Gilli is the Community Development Director; 

Damian Sandholm is the Acting Community Services 

Director; Esther Garibay-Fernandes is the Financial 

Services Manager; Matthew Lee is the Public Works 

Director; Ari Delay is the Fire Chief, and the Chief of 

Police is Ryan Johansen.     

 

Alex D. McIntyre began his public 

service career as a City of Burbank 

Administrative Intern in 1985. After 

joining the Burbank city staff as an 

Analyst (1986-1988) and working as 

Assistant to the City Manager in 

Arcadia (1988-1994), Alex took a private sector 

executive recruitment position (1994-1997). Alex 

worked as the Town Administrator for Portola Valley 

(1997-2000) before being hired as the Tiburon Town 

Manager (2000-2006). From 2006 to 2008, Alex 

served as the Chief Assistant County Administrator 

for Marin County. He left California in March 2008 to 

take the City Manager position in Lake Oswego, 

Oregon. Alex returned to California in February 2012 

to take the Menlo Park City Manager position. He 

left his Menlo Park position in November 2018 to 

become the City Manager for the City of Ventura. 

Alex left Ventura in December 2022 and joined the 

San Bruno city staff in April 2023. In 2018 Alex 

received a 30-year ICMA Service Award. He earned 

a BA from the University of California, Irvine and an 

MPA from the University of Southern California (USC). 

Alex is an ICMA Coach. 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/
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Darcy Smith is the Assistant City Manager and 

Interim Chief Financial Officer (CFO) for the City of 

San Bruno. Darcy began her public service career in 

planning with the City of Campbell in November 

1999. She had previously worked as a Planning 

Research Assistant with Stanford University, and with 

a private planning firm, where she worked on the 

South San Francisco and Rohnert Park General 

Plans. Darcy worked for the City of San Mateo for 

nearly 16-years, starting in 2003. When she left to join 

San Bruno as Community & Economic Development 

Director, she was the San Mateo Principal Planner. 

After working in Millbrae as the Community 

Development Director, Darcy became the Assistant 

San Bruno Assistant City Manager in 2022. City 

Manager in August 2022. Darcy earned a BS in earth 

systems from Stanford University and a Master of 

Urban Planning from San Jose State University.  

 

San Carlos saw the arrival of Spanish 

explorers in 1769. The current site of 

San Carlos was deeded as a single 

rancho to Don Jose Dario Arguel, 

where he raised cattle and crops. 

His son Luis Arguello was the first 

California-born Governor of the State. The Peninsula 

Railroad had a station at San Carlos in 1888. The city 

incorporated in July 1925. It has a 2020 population of 

30,722. Jeff Maltbie is the San Carlos City Manager. 

Rebecca Mendenhall is the Administrative Services 

Director and Lisa Porras is the city’s Planning 

Manager. Janet Beaugh is the Human Resources 

Manager.   

 

Jeff Maltbie served as a Management Analyst in 

Daly City starting in September 1996 (1996-2001). In 

January 2001, Jeff began his city of San Carlos 

tenure as a Senior Management Analyst. He 

became Deputy City Manager and Administrative 

Services Director in March 2005, and he became 

City Manager in September 2010. Jeff earned a BA 

from San Jose State University. In 2021 he received a 

25-year ICMA Service Award.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
https://www.willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services.aspx
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Simpson granddaughter Presley Simpson Guarino of 

Tennessee. We often use personal pictures so that we 

can be assured of not violating any copywrites. This 

first grader spent a portion of her Summer Vacation in 

California. 

 

 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government.  

He has developed successful strategies and paths     

to issues facing local government. Pat can help     

you, whether you are a City Manager looking for  

ways to turn your city around, or a developer  

needing assistance navigating the complexities  

of the political and/or entitlement process.   

 

Pat West was honored with the League of  

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for  

City Managers of Distinction.           

                                                                       

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private 

partnerships. 

                                                  

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 
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San Mateo was documented by 

Spanish colonists as part of Rancho 

del las Pulgas and the Rancho San 

Mateo. Many mansions were built 

in the area. A.P. Giannini, founder 

of the Bank of Italy, which became 

the Bank of America, lived in San Mateo most of his 

life. San Mateo was incorporated as a city in 

September 1894. The 2020 population ranks as 

California’s 68th in city size at 105,661. Alex Khojikian 

is the City Manager and Kathy Kleinbaum is the 

Assistant City Manager. City Manager Drew Corbett 

announced his retirement in January 2023.  

 

Redwood City Assistant City Manager Alex Khojikian 

Is the new City Manager for the City of San Mateo. 

Alex will succeed City Manager Drew Corbett, who 

has retired. Alex began his public service career as 

a Recreation Leader for the City of Piedmont (2002-

2005). He worked as a Program Coordinator for the 

City of Anaheim (2005-2006), before serving as a 

Management Analyst in the City of Paramount 

(2007-2012). Alex was appointed Deputy City 

Manager for Half Moon Bay in 2013 (2012-2016), 

before joining the Redwood City staff as Assistant 

City Manager in August 2016. Alex earned a BA from 

the University of California, Berkeley and an MPA 

from California State University, Long Beach.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

 

Dominique Samario, Murrieta, President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Stefanski, Dublin, President 

 

 

 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/
https://www.mmasc.org/
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Azalea Mitch is an environmental engineer 

specializing in public utilities. She served as a Student 

Trainee III for the San Francisco Public Utilities 

Commission as a launching pad to her career. She 

worked for private engineering firms as well as 

public agencies along the way. In December 2014, 

Azalea joined the city staff in Menlo Park as a Senior 

Civil Engineer. In March 2017 she was elevated in 

the Menlo Park organization to Engineering Services 

Manager and City Engineer. In September 2018, 

Azalea joined the City of San Mateo as a Deputy 

Public Works Director. She was named Acting Public 

Works Director in December 2020 and she became 

the San Mateo Public Works Director in April 2021. 

Azalea earned a BS in civil and environmental 

engineering from the University 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USI has developed sophisticated employee 

benefit programs for public entities for more than 

30-years. USI helps agencies design innovative 

benefit solutions and provide benefit education to 

bargaining units. 

 

The power of USI, and its ability to bring best-in-class 

solutions and services to clients and communities, is 

achieved through the collective knowledge and 

experience of professionals coming together as ONE. 
 

  

For more information contact             

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010  

or gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

                                                                     

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                          

 

USI Insurance Services                                                                

www.usi.com                                          

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                                     

Torrance, CA 90503    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former Miss Teen Coronado Katie Hearther, who is a 

graduate of the University of Washington, celebrating a 

birthday with some clear-water snorkeling. 

 

South San Francsico was founded 

as the Town of Baden in 1856. The 

City of South San Francisco was 

brought together as an industrial 

suburb primarily supporting the 

large meat packing plants. The 

City of South San Francisco incorporated in 1908. A 

new city hall was completed in November 1920. The 

2020 population is set at 66,105. Sharon Ranals is the 

City Manager, and the elected City Clerk is Govea 

Acosta. Leah Lockhart is the Human Resources 

Director and Christina Fernandez is the Deputy City 

Manager and Chief Sustainability Officer. Karen 

Chang is the South San Francisco Finance Director. 

Greg Mediati is the Director of Parks and Recreation.  

 

Sharon Ranals has worked for the 

City of South San Francisco for nearly 

44-years. Sharon started her tenure in 

Parks and Recreation in 1980. She 

was named Assistant City Manager 

and Parks and Recreation Director in 

August 2019. Sharon was named 

Interim City Manager in December 2022 and the city 

eliminated the “Interim” in March 2023. She earned 

a BA from Reed College and an MPA from San 

Francisco State University.   

 

 

mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.usi.com/
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www.chwlaw.us 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed  

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.   

             

  CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law. 

 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020).   

                                                                                                

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700;         

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

California Contract Cities Association 
 

https://contractcities.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dr. Julian Gold of Beverly Hills, President 

Jennifer Perez of Norwalk, Vice President 

Marcel Rodarte Executive Director  

 

7315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210  

   Cerritos, California 90703 

  

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 
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Parks and Recreation Director Greg 

Mediati joined the City of South San 

Francisco city staff in 2010. He 

worked in various positions in each of 

the Department’s four divisions. He 

was promoted in the organization 

starting in May 2010 as an 

Administrative Staff Intern. After he became a 

certified arborist and landscape professional, Greg 

was appointed Parks Manager in April 2017. He then 

became the Deputy Director of Parks and 

Recreation (2019-2022) and Greg was appointed 

Parks and Recreation Director in January 2022. 

Previously, Greg served as a Conference Center 

Facility Manager for the University of California, 

Davis. He earned a BS from the University of 

California, Davis and a Masters in landscape 

architecture from the Academy of Art University.  

 

 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue. 

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local government 

leaders turn to Avenu. Although the name is new, 

the company roots serving government officials go 

back nearly 100-years. 

 

Avenu has California Offices in El Dorado Hills, 

Fresno, Pleasanton, Sacramento and 

Westlake Village. 

 

Fran Mancia can be reached at 

559-288-7296. 
 

Fran is a member of the Board of    

Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF). Fran 

was elected as a University of California Alumni 

Regent in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chwlaw.us/
https://contractcities.org/
https://www.avenuinsights.com/
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Woodside might be the oldest English-speaking 

settlement in the southern part of the San Francisco 

Peninsula starting in the early 19th century.  Charles 

Brown constructed the first sawmill in Woodside 

around 1838. Woodside was incorporated in 

November 1956. The 2020 population is set at 5,309. 

A point of interest is the town’s efforts to enforce 

local control regarding housing supply. In 2022 the 

town attempted to declare the town a mountain 

lion habitat to afford State affordable housing 

requirements. California Attorney General Rob Bonta 

denied the claim. Kevin Bryant is the Town Manager 

and Melissa Cardinale is the Assistant to the Town 

Manager. The Town Clerk is Jennifer Li. 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 

 

Founded in 1986 by former City Manager 

Larry J. Kosmont, Chairman and CEO. 

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year. 
 

Kosmont Companies serves cities, counties, quasi-

government agencies, private companies, 

developers, and non-profit organizations, including 

educational institutions across California. With 

unmatched expertise in public/private transactions, 

Kosmont Companies helps communities thrive by 

creating sustainable projects. 
 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges, and solutions. 

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on 

approach to economic development focused 

on successful outcomes. 
 

The firm is an expert in economic development,       

real estate consulting, financial analysis and 

redevelopment dissolution. 

 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266    

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

  

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

 

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint 

Powers Authority (JPA) with the goal 

of helping communities fund critical 

projects. ICFA has assisted funding 

more than $500 million in critical community 

projects, from hospitals to charter schools, public 

utilities, and housing. 
 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                         

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

                                                                                         

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.olsonhomes.com/ 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities.  

 

Since 1988, The Olson Company mission                                

has been to work hand-in-hand with cities to  

solve the critical shortage of urban housing  

by promoting and investing in responsible 

development that improves quality of life for  

everyone. The company has successfully 

 partnered with more than 100 cities since 1988. 

 
Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

 
 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

 3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100 

Seal Beach, CA 90740 

 

Olson Company’s John Reekstin, a former City of Santa Ana 

economic development professional 

Attended the June 2023 “Proof of Life” lunch.  

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
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Congratulations to Jon Shull on his retirement and 

welcome to new CEO Alexander Smith. 

Telephone No. 800-229-2343                               

www.cjpia.org 

 

 

https://nhaadvisors.com/ 

NHA Advisors, LLC provides strategic, 

objective and financially sound advice 

to public agencies throughout 

California. Consistently ranked as one 

of the most active municipal advisors*, 

NHA Advisors is distinguished from the 

competition by delivering broad advisory and 

consulting services to meet the challenging and 

complex needs of public agency clients. As a 

fiduciary, the firm develops comprehensive options 

and strategies that solve for maintaining/enhancing 

service levels, capital project needs, manage and 

contain costs and risks such as rising pension costs 

and promote fiscal sustainability through prudent 

policies.                                                                                                  

Principals include Mark Northcross, Eric Scriven,    

Mike Meyer, Rob Schmidt, and Leslie Bloom. 

Craig Hill, Managing Principal 
Financial & Policy Strategies. Delivered. 

  
Tel: (415) 785-2025 x2001 

Cell: (415) 518-4130 
Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com 

City Executives in                                      

San Mateo County Cities, Part 3  
 

Woodside Town Manager Kevin 

Bryant began his public service 

career as a Planner with the City 

of Alameda in 1998 (1998-2002). 

In 2002, Kevin took an Advance 

Planner position with the Town of 

Tiburon (2002-2005), and in 2005, 

he joined the city staff in Sausalito as the Assistant to 

the City Manager (2005-2007). Kevin moved to the 

Town of Woodside staff in September 2008 as the 

Assistant Town Manager. He was appointed Town 

Manager starting in January 2012. Kevin earned a 

BA in political science from the University of Southern 

Maine and a Master in city and regional planning 

from the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.    

 

In addition to serving as the Assistant to the Town 

Manager in Woodside, Melissa Cardinale is a 

paralegal and independent consultant. Mellissa 

joined the town staff in September 2021 as the 

Interim Town Clerk. In April 2022 she stayed with the 

Assistant to the Town Manager post.  Melissa earned 

an AA from Cañada College. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An archive “Proof of Life” lunch program picture 

showing Lloyd de Llamas, Bill Crowe, Bret Plumlee  

and Gary Sloan. The next “Proof of Life” lunch is set  

for Thursday, September 28, gathering at 11:30 a.m.  

for the noon lunch at the La Mirada North Woods 

Inn Restaurant at 14305 Firestone Blvd. in La Mirada. 

It is adjacent to the I-5 freeway. Please RSVP if you 

are interested in attending: 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

 

 

https://nhaadvisors.com/
http://www.cjpia.org/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
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https://nhaadvisors.com/ 

 

Providing Financing Solutions and 

Comprehensive Financial Strategies to 

California Public Agencies. 
 

NHA Advisors, LLC provides strategic, objective 
and financially sound advice to public agencies 
throughout California. Consistently ranked as one 
of the most active municipal advisors*, the firm 
distinguishes itself from the competition by 
delivering broad advisory and consulting services 
to meet the challenging and complex needs of a 
wide range of public agency clients. As a fiduciary, 
NHA Advisors develops comprehensive options 
and strategies that addresses needs from 
maintaining and/or enhancing service levels, 
capital project needs, manage and contain costs 
and risks such as rising pension costs and 
promote fiscal sustainability through prudent 
policies. 

The firm’s leadership averages 25+ years of public 
finance experience. NHA Advisors, LLC has worked 
with more than 175 public agencies on hundreds 
of diverse projects, ranging from small $500,000 
privately placed loans to larger $500 million bond 
financings. 

 

Mission Statement 
 

NHA Advisors was founded to make the process 
of public finance accessible and understandable 
for governmental entities as well as to help them 
achieve the lowest possible cost of financing. 
NHA Advisors strives to provide underserved 
agencies with access to financing to better meet 
the needs of their communities. Using our broad 
base of knowledge, we bring qualified parties 
together to create an effective collaboration that 
meets both public policy and private demands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NHA Clients Served 
 

NHA Advisors’ Leadership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Craig Hill, Managing Principal 

Office: 415.785.2025 x 2001 

Cell: 415.518.4130 

Fax: 415.506.3401 
craig@NHAadvisors.com 

 

Other NHA Advisor professionals include: 

Mark Northcross 

Eric Scriven 

Mike Meyer 

Rob Schmidt 

Leslie Bloom  
 

 

https://nhaadvisors.com/
mailto:craig@NHAadvisors.com
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http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 

 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager 

Robert "Bob" Hinderliter. HdL expanded and 

improved with the help of a partnership with former 

City Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s retired 

Executive Chairman. 

                     

Andy Nickerson is the President/CEO. 

Other members of the HdL team 

include Vikki Beatley, Paula Cone, 

Barry Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly 

Konczak, David McPherson, and 

Bobby Young.  
 

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology and consulting services. HdL’s team of 

professionals currently serves more than 600 

agencies nationwide. HdL Companies offers 

support services and software that includes sales, 

use and transactions taxes, economic 

development, property taxes, business license fees, 

transient occupancy tax, short-term rental 

compliance, rent control, indirect cost recovery, 

utility users tax, and cannabis regulation and 

taxation.  

 
120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                 

Brea, California                                                              

Telephone 888-861-0220 
 

Picking Up Pieces: Registration is now 

open for the 2023 Annual Conference and 

Expo of the League of California Cities in 

Sacramento, September 20-22, 2023 at the 

SAFE Credit Union Convention Center. The 

2023 conference will mark the 125-year 

milestone anniversary of the annual event. 

www.calcities.org/ac 

Former Ventura County Sheriff William “Bill” Ayub is the 

new City Manager for the City of Ventura. Bill will take the 

city manager post currently held by longtime public 

manager Don Penman, the Interim City Manager. The 

new city manager’s career began in 1985 as a police 

cadet in the City of Santa Paula. He also held various law 

enforcement positions in North Las Vegas, Nevada and 

the City of Port Hueneme before he joined the Ventura 

County Sheriff’s Department in 1996. Bill earned a BS in 

psychology from the California State University, 

Northridge, an MS in emergency services administration 

from California State University, Long Beach and an AS 

from Ventura Community College.    

“Proof of Life” Lunch Program 

June 29, 2023 at the North Woods Inn  

La Mirada, California 
 

Twenty public management professionals came together 

for the June 29, 2023 “Proof of Life” lunch. Those 

attending included: Gregory Korduner; Mark Alexander; 

Lou Shepard; Mike Egan; Bill Crowe; Gary Chicots; Don 

Wagner; Bob Dickey; Wayne Wedin; Jorge Rifa; Jim 

Purtee; Ron Molendyk; Charlie Wagner; Tom Robinson; 

Jon Shull; John Reekstin; Jim DeStefano; Don Vestal; Andy 

Pasmant and Jack Simpson. 

The next “Proof of Life” lunch is scheduled for Thursday, 

September 28, gathering at 11:30 a.m. for the noon lunch 

at the La Mirada North Woods Inn Restaurant                   

14305 Firestone Blvd., La Mirada.                                               

[It is adjacent to the I-5 freeway.] Please RSVP if you are 

interested in attending: 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

www.ekapr.com 
 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander, Alex Cherin and Kellie Hawkins. We pride 

ourselves on providing a unique and strategic 

perspective on a wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides lobbying, government affairs, public 

relations, political campaigns, and crisis management 

services for a wide variety of clientele. In addition, 

EKA provides professional litigation communication 

and expert witness services led by our team of 

strategists, lawyers, journalists, and media relations 

specialists.  

                                                         

Together, EKA has more than 100-

years of combined experience and a 

multitude of relationships within the 

City & County of Los Angeles, and the 

88 cities within Los Angeles County.                       

To contact EKA please call 213) 741-1500 or email  

matt@ekapr.com. 

                                                                                           

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner                                                                                             

 
 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.calcities.org/ac
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
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More Pieces Picked Up: Retired veteran 

City Manager Don Penman is the new 

Interim City Manager for the City of 

Ventura. Don has served in several 

“interim” positions since his 2012 retirement 

from the City of Arcadia. This is Don’s 

second visit to Ventura as Interim City 

Manager. Don has been a regular 

participant in the “Proof of Life” lunch program. Former 

Ventura City Manager Alex McIntryre resigned last 

December. He is reported to be the next city manager for 

the City of San Bruno. Former Ventura Interim City 

Manager Akbar Alikhan left the city to accept a Deputy 

City Manager position with the City of Thousand Oaks. 

Santa Maria City Manager Jason Stilwell submitted his 

resignation with plans to retire. He has served with the city 

for the past 8-years, starting as Deputy City Manager in 

2015. Jason was appointed City Manager in 2017. Jason’s 

last day with Santa Barbara County’s largest city will be 

September 22.  Prior to joining the Santa Maria city staff 

among public management positions, Jason worked as 

the City Administrator for the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea 

(2011-2014). He worked as Assistant County Executive 

Officer for Santa Barbara County. He earned a BA from 

California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo; an 

MPA from San Jose State University; and a Ph.D. in public 

affairs from the University of Colorado, Denver. San 

Marino City Manager John “Jack” F. Griffin was placed 

on administrative leave in early July. Jack served as City 

Manager since June 2012. Assistant City Manager 

Michelle Bender is serving as Acting City Manager. 

Michelle joined the city staff in 2009 and she has been the 

Assistant City Manager since 2021. Before coming to San 

Marcos, Jack served as the City Manager for Sebastopol 

from February 2009 and May 2012. He was the Public 

Works Director for Chula Vista (2000-2008). Jack began his 

public service career working for the Moon Township in 

Pennsylvania. In 2016, Jack received a 30-year ICMA 

Services Award. Jack earned a BA from the Shippensburg 

University of Pennsylvania.  

 

 

 

 

Letters and Notes from the Readers: 
 

Great Edition (July). Thanks for all you do. July 2023                              

–Karen A. Herrera 

Thank you for inviting me to the “Proof of Life” lunch 

June 29. It was so enjoyable to sit with you, Greg 

Korduner and Bob Dickey, and listen to the new, and 

old, stories. Hopefully I will be able to join you again 

next time. In the meantime, try to stay cool in the 

desert and enjoy your summer with your kids and 

grandkids. 

--Charlie Wagner 

 

Great pic of Dennis and Kathy in the July issue!!  Hope 

you guys had a great 4th!                                                                                                

XOXO                                                                                              

--Natalie Salazar, Crime Stoppers 

 

 

Retired City Manager and Past 

CCMF President Wade McKinney 

is celebrating! It has been a year 

now that he has been cancer-

free. 

 

Trackdown congratulations! 

 

 

 

Atascadero City Manager         

Jim Lewis and his wife Debi 

recently celebrated their 21st 

wedding anniversary. 

 

Trackdown congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

Nicole Tripepi Smith, Sam Olivito, 

Sharon Olivito and                     

Ryder Todd Smith. 
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: A legal 

action against former Hollister City 

Manager Brett Miller and the City has 

been dismissed with prejudice. Brett 

contends that the initial news coverage 

of the lawsuit against him for sexual 

harassment, though dismissed, has 

prevented him from finding a new job.  

Brett is a CPA and balked at carrying 

out some closed session directions of 

the City Council. Assistant City Manager David Mirrione 

serves as the Interim City Manager. David joined the 

Hollister city staff in August 2022. Previously he worked for 

the County of Merced as Assistant County Executive 

Officer. David earned a BA from Humboldt State 

University. “First Impressions Now Happen Online, Not in 

Person,” by Ryder Todd Smith, President of Tripepi Smith is 

featured on Page 44 of the July 2023 issue of Public 

Management published by ICMA. Ryder points out that 

online reputation management of local government 

leaders can be extremely important. Reedley City 

Manager Nicole Zieba has been dealing with the 

intricacies of working with federal and state partners 

while taking action to protect the public and see to the 

clean-up of a site with illegal hazardous materials, 

chemicals and medical waste. Timing public information 

is to be coordinated with federal and state officials. She 

earned a BA from California State University, Fullerton and 

an MPA from the University of Southern California (USC). 

After working as a local government recruiter (1998-2003), 

Nicole worked as the Deputy City Manager for the City of 

Fresno (2003-2007). After working as the Executive 

Director of Human Resources for the Fresno Unified School 

District (2007-2009), Nicole returned to the Deputy City 

Manager post in Fresno (2009-2001). Nicole became the 

Reedley City Manager in August 2011. Sacramento City 

Manager Howard Chang was the highest paid city 

manager in California in 2022, according to the State 

Controller’s Office. Howard earned compensation of 

$493,655 in 2022. The Controller’s Office show Howard’s 

total wages at $547,905 because he cashed out vacation 

and leave time pursuant to his employment agreement. 

Former Sacramento City Manager Walter James Slipe 

(March 13, 1933 – June 14, 2023) passed away on 

Wednesday, June 14 at his home in Granite Bay at the 

age of 90. Walter is Sacramento’s second longest serving 

city manager. During his 17-year tenure from 1976 to 1993, 

Sacramento became one of the nation’s fastest growing 

regions. Walter is a native of New York and grew up in 

Long Island. He earned a BA in economics from Columbia 

University and an MA in city planning from the University 

of California, Berkeley. Walter was drafted and served in 

the U. S. Army from 1954 to 1956. Walter worked in 

Planning Department positions in Bakersfield, Santa Cruz 

and Fresno. On Walter’s 80th birthday he went skydiving.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pars.org/ 
   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided retirement 

plans and trust solutions designed exclusively for public 

agencies. With programs like the Pension Rate 

Stabilization Program (PRSP) and the PARS OPEB Trust, 

  

PARS has helped more than 400 clients address 

unfunded obligations and lower liabilities. PARS is 

the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-kind program 

designed to provide local control over assets and 

potential for greater return to the general fund. With 

innovative retirement solutions tailored to the unique 

needs of each agency, 

 

PARS is the largest private provider of multiple-

employer Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 

the PARS team has provided retirement services 

designed specifically for each public agency's unique 

needs aiming to provide superior employee benefits 

while improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration. 

 

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide agencies 

guiding through the process to achieve bottom-line 

results; and redefine goals and objectives. 

 

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant                                  

(707) 249-5356 or kevin@kolgs.com 

 

Alameda City Manager Jennifer Ott selected former San 

Jose Deputy Director of Parks Justin Long as the new 

Director of the Alameda Recreation and Parks 

Department (ARPD).  Before joining the San Jose staff in 

January 2017, Justin worked as the Assistant 

Superintendent of Environmental Stewardship for the 

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota. Justin earned a BA from State University of 

New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry. 

Former Los Angeles County District Attorney Steve Cooley 

was the Installing Officer for in-coming Los Angeles 

County Division of the League of California Cities 

President Beatriz “Bea” Dieringer. Los Angeles County 

Sheriff Robert G. Luna is the featured speaker for the 

Thursday, August 3 ceremony at Hotel Maya in Long 

Beach. Elaine Jeng is the Rolling Hills City Manager. Bea is 

a member of the Rolling Hills City Council. 

 

 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
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And Still More Pieces Picked Up: 

Calexico City Manager Esperanza 

Colio Warren worked for the County 

of Imperial starting in April 2004. She 

was the Community and Economic 

Development Manager for the 

county from 2004 to August 2018, 

when she was promoted to Deputy 

County Executive Officer. After more than 18-years with 

the county, Esperanza was hired to serve as the City 

Manager for the City of Calexico in July 2022. She 

previously worked 7 years as an administrative manager 

and accountant with the Mexicali Tourism and 

Convention Bureau. After studying as the European-

University Viadrina in Germany, she earned a BA and 

MPA from San Diego State University. Esperanza is a 

native of Mexico and came to the United States in the 

late 1990s. Anthony “Tony” H. O’Rourke was born in 

Austria and graduated from Kailua High School in Hawaii. 

Tony is a former South Lake Tahoe City Manager (2010-

2012), who served as the Yakima, Washington City 

Manager (2012-2015). After leaving Yakima, Tony worked 

as City Administrator for Canon City, Colorado, Panama 

City, Florida and Frisco, Colorado. Tony, 68, died June 20 

in South Carolina after his daily walk on the beach with his 

beloved golden retriever. He was living in Fripp Island, 

South Carolina. His family held a farewell ceremony for 

Tony at the beach. Tony earned a BA from the University 

of California, Santa Barbara, and a Masters in urban and 

regional planning from Cornell University. Members of the 

California Contract Cities Association (CCCA) conducted 

a July 19, 2023 meeting at the King Harbor Yacht Club in 

Redondo Beach. The guest speaker was Justin Skarb, 

Vice President of Government & Community Affairs for 

Cal Water. Beverly Hills Council Member Dr. Julian Gold is 

the current CCCA President. Jeff Wood of the Lakewood 

City Council is the immediate past President. Marcel 

Rodarte is the CCCA Executive Director. Modesto 

approved a $92.3 million wage and benefit increase for 

city workers over the next four years. Police Officers will 

receive pay increases of 17% plus other enhancements 

over the four years. Civilian employees will receive 13%. 

The increases apply to 1,130 city employees, everyone 

but the firefighters, whose agreement has about a year 

left. City Manager Joe Lopez and department heads and 

Chief of Police Brandon Gillespie will receive increases. 

Duarte Public Safety Manager Larry Breceda is the new 

Director of Public Safety for the city. Larry has worked for 

the City of Duarte since August 2002. In March 2013, Larry 

began his tenure as the Duarte Public Safety Manager. 

He earned a BA from California State Polytechnic 

University, Pomona.  

SHORTS: *Veteran public manager Henry Henry Garcia is 

the new Interim City Manager for the City of Rialto. *San 

Carlos Human Resources Manager Janet Beaugh earned 

a Master’s degree in counseling from the University of 

Louisiana, Lafayette. *Tulare County District Attorney Tim 

Ward says that Senate Bill 94 by Senator Dave Cortese is  

 
 

one of the worst anti-victim soft-on-crime bills. *Amber 

Cruz is an Economic Development Coordinator for the 

City of Ontario and she previously worked for the City of 

Montclair as an Economic Promotion Coordinator & 

Multimedia Specialist. *Jim DellaLonga is the Director of 

Economic Development for the City of Bellflower and 

previously worked for the City of Garden Grove and 

Signal Hill, La Habra and Cypress. *Former El Monte 

Assistant City Manager (2006-2010) and Foster City 

Assistant City Manager (2015-2020), Dante Hall is the City 

Manager in the City of Hercules since July 2021. 

*Camarillo City Manager Greg Ramirez has earned a 7% 

salary increase taking his salary compensation to 

$302,000. *CPA Lupe Acero, the City of Port Hueneme 

Director of Finance, previously worked for the Santa 

Barbara County Probation Department and the 

McDonald’s Corporation (1999-2015) and earned a BS in 

accounting and finance from California State University, 

Northridge. *Courtney Chesla Torres, former Chief of Staff 

for Los Angeles Councilwoman Janice Hahn (now a 

member of the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors) 

and account executive for Cerrell Associates, and of 

Courtney Torres Consulting provides, Executive Director 

services for the Independent Cities Association (ICA). 

*Paramount City Manager John Morena first joined the 

Paramount city staff in January 1993 as a Management 

Analyst. *Kyle Koop is the City Manager for the City of Rio 

Dell in Humboldt County. *Former Villa Park City Manager 

(2009-2012) and Deputy City Manager in Rancho 

Cucamonga (2012-2022), Lori Sassoon, has served as the 

City Manager in the City of Norco since August 2022. 

*Meghan Sullivan has worked as the Recreation 

Superintendent for the City of Fairfield since May 2016. 

*Lindsey Baker is the Assistant City Manager for the City of 

South Lake Tahoe and earned a BA and MPA from the 

University of Oklahoma. *Save the date for the February 

7-9, 2024 meeting of the City Managers’ Department of 

the League of California Cities at the Loews Hollywood 

Hotel in Los Angeles. *The first city in California to 

incorporate was Sacramento in February 1850 and the 

most recent city to incorporate is the City of Jurupa 

Valley in July 2011. *Theresa Teney (Battaglia-Gutierrez) 

retired November 1, 2020, after working 16 years for the 

City of Bellflower and 20 years for the City of Lakewood.   

 

 

“Attitudes are contagious. Do you want people  

around you to catch yours?”   

--Bob Moawad 

 

 


