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anfa Rosa & San Jacinto Mountains National
ument trail marker. The Greater Palm Springs area
offers more than 100 hiking frails. Hiking allows the
mixture of a fitness activity with up-close and personal
scenic nature discoveries and experiences.
There are hiking opportunities throughout California.

More State of California
“H” Named Cities Revisited

We have come to understand that all internet lists
are not worthing to rely on. A big “Thank you” to
City Managers John Kunkel of Huron and Alex
Meyerhoff, a former Holtville City Manager, for
catching our grievous omissions. The list we used
did not include Hawaiian Gardens, Hillsborough,
Holtville, Hughson or Huron. We apologize and
attempt to make up for our errors in this December
2023 Holiday issue. A sincere “Thank you" to John
and Alex for their readership. We again apologize
for our oversight. Happy Holidays to everyone!

Please consider subscribing to the City Manager
Newsletfter by Trackdown Management. Go to the
Trackdown web page, Click Here and submit your
email address. It is free of cost.
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Jack & Susan Simpson, 10 Claret, Rancho Mirage, California 92270

Jack’s Cell | 562/896-5424; Susan’s Cell | 310/418-1035

www.trackdownmanagement.net | Jack@trackdownmanagement.net



https://www.tripepismith.com/
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http://www.brandywinedev.com/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
https://www.avenuinsights.com/solutions/revenue-enhancement/
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USI has developed sophisticated employee
benefit programs for public enfities for more
than 30-years.

USI helps agencies design innovative benefit
solutions and provide benefit education o
bargaining units.

The power of USI, and its ability fo bring best-in-
class solutions and services to clients and
communities, is achieved through the collective
knowledge and experience of professionals
coming together as ONE.

For more information contact
Gary Delaney af (424) 390-0010
or gary.delaney@usi.com

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager
Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
USI Insurance Services

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380
Torrance, CA 90503

BRANDYWINE

HOMES

Jim L. Barisic, former Artesia
City Manager who also worked in
Cerritos and Paramount, andis a

Viet Nam veteran, founded

Brandywine in 1994.

Jim and two of his sons Brett
Whitehead and David Barisic, and Alex
Hernandez and Mario Urzua direct, Brandywine
Homes. Please check the firm’'s welbsite for

current sales!

Units are selling in Carson, and Glendora.
Coming Soon are developments in: Long Beach,
Whittier, La Verne, Santa Ana, El Monte, Artesia
and Apartments in Riverside and Murrieta.

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting
underutilized space info needed housing.
Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California

More State of California
“H” Named Cities Revisited

Hawaiian Gardens is a general law
city that incorporated in April 1964.
It shares a border with the City of
Cypress and the County of Orange,
and Lakewood and Long Beach. A
high water-table and poor drainage produced
flooding of the area that became known as “The
Delta.” The community became a service area for
dairy and frucks farms. In 1927, a fruit stand
opened near the intersection of Norwalk
Boulevard and Carson Street. The stand was
decorated with palm fronds and bamboo and
called the "Hawaiian Garden;” the origin of the
city’s name. The stand was rumored to be a place
where one could get some moonshine. The 2019
estimated population of Hawaiian Gardens is
14,159 for the square mile city.

Members of the local Lion's Club were at the
center of the cityhood efforts. Following the
incorporation of Hawaiian Gardens, the City
Council hired, Noyes Alexander as City
Administrator, a newsman who was a member of
the local Lion's Club, as were the members of the
new City Council. Lee Ware was the first Mayor and
the first City Council included Venn Furgeson [a
past President of the California Contract Cities
Association (1973-1974)], Robert Leach, C. Robert
Lee and Glen Turner.

Businesses grew up in Hawaiian Gardens that were
known throughout the area. Leach’s Sporting
Goods on Carson Street sold sporting equipment
from guns to boats and had a wonderful
reputation. Owner Bob Leach served on the
original city council and his wife Anne served on
the city councilin the 1970s. Mike's Restaurant was
known throughout the area as serving the largest
portions of prime rib you could buy. Mike's was
owned by Lee Kong, who was well-known for his
excellent menu. Plowboy’s Market (1956-1999)
was also a standout local business. You could find
the best produce in the area at Plowboy’s, owned
by George Ogawa and his family. Rodgers Meats
was also a well-known establishment in Hawaiian
Gardens, owned and operated by Carl Rodgers
and his sons.



mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.usi.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com
https://www.hgcity.org/
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Trackdown Posse Roster

Executive Level Posse Roster:

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager

Larry F. Pennell, Retfired City Manager, Wasco

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager
Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont
Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW
Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California
Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son
Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder
John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento
John Russo, Refired City Manager; SynchroniCITY
Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair
Mark Scott, Retired City Manager; Interim, Downey
Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills
Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia
Chuck Bryant, Past City Admin., Hawaiian Gardens
Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Atascadero

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director

Posse Roster:

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park
Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista

Dale Geldert, Refired CDF Director, State of CA

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired City Manager, Rocklin

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village
Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies
Cynthia Kuriz, Inferim City Manager, Pasadena

Ron Molendyk, Refired City Manager, Lake Elsinore
Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View
Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon
Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, West Sacramento

HTRWG

LAW

RWG is committed to excellence in the legall
profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking
reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel.

RWG delivers practical advice and solutions
tailored to the unique needs of public entities.

Working seamlessly across offices in
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange
County, Temecula, and the Central
Coast. The RWG feam of experts
provides the full scope of public
law services. Practical advice and
well-analyzed solutions come from
listening carefully and asking the
right questions.

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the
Board of Trustees of the California City
Management Foundation (CCMF).
Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484

City Manager Newsletter by
Trackdown Management

10 Claret
Rancho Mirage, California 92270

Cell Phone: Jack | 562-896-5424
Cell Phone: Susan | 310-418-1035

e & Ganpany She.

Former City Administrator
Wesley Wolf, Founder

Telephone: 949-235-0525
FAX: 213-741-0519

Wolf & Company Inc. provides
municipal consulting services to State and local
governments, and not-for-profit corporations.

Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis
on: Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program
Administration and Oversight
Agent Services.

Wolf & Company Inc.
1870 Sakai Village Loop Bainbridge Island,
Washington 98110, and 560 East Commercial
Street, Suite16, Pomona, California 91767

Telephone: 949-235-0525



http://rwglaw.com/
http://www.trackdownmanagement.net
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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More State of California
“H” Named Cities Revisited

Hawaiian Gardens City Manager Ernesto Marquez
has returned to office. Ernie Hernandez was
appointed City Manager in January 2017. Ernesto
served prior to Ernie’s tenure. Ernie left Hawaiian
Gardens to accept the Lynwood City Manager
position in March 2021 after serving as Hawaiian
Gardens City Manager for four years, and Ernesto
was asked to return. Linda Hollinsworth is the
Finance Director and City Treasurer, and Joe
Jimenez is the Director of Recreatfion and
Community Services. Elise McCaleb is the
Community  Development Director. Shavon
Moore-Cage is the Executive Assistant to the City
Manager.

COLANTUONO

HIGHSMITH
WHATLEY,PC

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed
to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and
fairly priced.

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley
in the Sierra Foothills,

CH&W represents both public and private clients
throughout California in municipal law.

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and
currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley.

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California
Lawyers of the Year (2020).

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700;
916-400-0370; 858-682-3665

COLANTUONO|HIGHSMITH [WHATLEY,PC

CALIFORNIA

Pl A

Providing innovative risk

i ) e
management solutions for its
public agency partners for more
than 40 years, the California Joint \—/

Powers Insurance Authority

(California JPIA) is one of the Alexander Smith

largest municipal self-insurance  Chief Executive
- . Cer

pools in the state, with more than

120 member cities and other

governmental agencies. Members actively

participate in shaping the organization to

provide important coverage for their operations.

The California JPIA provides innovative risk

management solutions through a comprehensive

portfolio of programs and services, including

liability, workers’ compensation, pollution, property,

and earthguake coverage, as well as extensive risk

management training and loss control services.

California Joint Powers Insurance Authority
cjpia.org | info@cjpia.org | (562) 467-8700

For the lack of enough wind, a passive emergency
landing on a City of Rancho Mirage thoroughfare in

the Coachella Valley.


https://cjpia.org/
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Founded in 1986 by former City Manager
Larry J. Kosmont, Chairman and CEO.
2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year.

Kosmont Companies serves cities, counties, quasi-
government agencies, private companies,
developers, and non-profit organizations, including
educational institutions across California. With
unmatched expertise in public/private transactions,

Kosmont Companies helps communities thrive by
creating sustainable projects.

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of
evolving frends, challenges, and solutions.

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on
approach to economic development focused
on successful outcomes. The firm is an expert in
economic development, real estate consulting,

financial analysis, and redevelopment dissolution.

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382,
Manhattan Beach, California 90266

Headquarters — El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue
Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245
Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632

This gym is a place where strength fraining is used for
self-improvement. Special group sessions for sports
teams, police and fire departments or other groups

may be arranged.

Raw Performance Coach/Owner,
William Ha, CSCS is a certified
strength and conditioning coach.

Call: 714-335-4436 | 10579
Bloomfield Avenue
Los Alamitos, CA 90720

More State of California
“H” Named Cities Revisited

Trackdown's Jack A. Simpson and Hawaiian Gardens
City Manager Ernesto Marquez in 2016. Ernesto served
as the Hawaiian Gardens City Manager from 2005 to
2016 and returned in 2021. Jack served there between
1969 and 1978, and as interim in 1997-1998.

Ernie Hernandez, Lynwood City
Manager since 2021, served as the
Hawaiian Gardens City Manager for
four years (2017-2021). Before joining
the Hawaiian Gardens city staff,
Ernie served as the Deputy City
Manager in Norwalk. He also previously worked in
Santa Ana, Long Beach and South El Monte. Ernie
earned a BA from California State University,
Dominguez Hills and an MPA from California State
University, Long Beach.

Finance Director Linda Hollinsworth has served as
the Acting City Manager.

Lisa Hughes, refired from the Anaheim City Manager's
Office, celebrating her granddaughter’s birthday.


https://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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More State of California
“H” Named Cities Revisited

Hillsborough was founded on land
Mexican land grant land purchased
by William Davis Merry Howard in
1846. William was the son of a
wealthy influential shipping business
owner from Hillsborough, New Hampshire. Wealthy
people from San Francisco were attracted to the
area. From its founding until 1963, the town was an
exclusive community for the wealthy. Jack and
Befty Ken, first-generation children of Chinese
immigrants, purchased land in Hillsborough. This
made them the first non-white landowners in the
town. Hillsborough has no commercial zoning and
has no local businesses. The only non-residential
properties are four public and three private
schools, government facilities, a golf course,
country club and small parks. The town was
incorporated in May 1910. Its 2020 population is
placed at 11,387. Doug Davis is the City Manager
and Lisa Natusch is the City Clerk. The Hillsborough
Finance Director is Jan Cooke and Nelson
Corteway is the Chief of Police.

|‘ MUNICIPAL MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Dominique Samario, Murrieta, President

Greg Kwolek, Morro Bay, Vice President

Jonathan Royas, Santa Paula, Director of
Finance/Treasurer

.
-

Municipal Management Association
of Northern California

Inspiring Local Government Leaders since 1950

John Stefanski, San Rafael, President
Justin Lovell, West County Wastewater District, V.P
Anthony Valdez, Bakersfield, Finance
Director/Treasurer

Q TRIPEPI SMITH

echnology * public affairs

e me .i-r'
' lb'{"i o

Our Team.
Your Communications.

(626) 536-2173 TripepiSmith.com

“The Tripepi Smith feam stands ready
to help with outreach campaigns,
video production, content writing,
messaging, graphic work, tfechnology
infrastructure and websites."
--Ryder Todd Smith, President

City Manager Doug Davis, who began his city
manager tenure in July 2023, served previously as
the Hillsborough Chief of Police. He served in the
fown's police department for 33 years. He was
awarded the Police Valor Award in 2019 at the
Lion’'s Club Police and Firefighter's Awards
Banquet.

Finance Director Jan Cooke began her career
with the auditing services of KPMG in 1987. After
working for Gap Inc. for 16 years, she joined the
Half Moon Bay city staff as Finance Director in

December 2009. She was hired as the Hillsborough
Finance Director in 2013. Jan earned a BASc
(Bachelor of Applied Science) in accounting from
Pepperdine University.



https://www.hillsborough.net/
https://www.mmasc.org/
https://www.mmanc.org/
https://www.tripepismith.com/
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PARS

TRUSTED SOLUTIONS. LASTING RESULTS.

SERVICES

For almost 40 years PARS has provided retirement
plans and trust solutions designed exclusively for
public agencies. With programs like the Pension
Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and the PARS

OPEB Trust.

PARS has helped over 500 clients address
unfunded obligations and lower liabilities. The PRSP
is a first-of-ifs-kind program designed to provide
local control over assets and potential for greater
return than the general fund. With innovative
retirement solutions tailored to the unique needs of
each agency.

PARS is a leading provider of retrement programs
for public agencies and the largest private
provider of multiple-employer Section 115 trusts in
California.

Learn more at www.pars.org.
Make inquiries at info@pars.org or
(800) 540-6369 ext. 127; www.pars.org.

Dennis Yu, CEBS, Executive Vice President
(800) 540-6369 ext. 104 or dyu@pars.org

Mitch Barker, Senior Consultant
(800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org

Kevin O’Rourke,
Senior Municipal Consultant
(707) 249-5356 or kevin@kolgs.com

A Southern California
Edison  Company’s
analysis shows that
. electricity demand in
© Californiais projected
| fo rise by more than
i 80% by 2045. They
estimate that by then,
§ 90% of vehicles and
; 95% of buildings will
be fully electric. The State’s electric grid, shows the
analysis, will need to produce three times as much in
new ufility-scale solar and wind generation and
develop the needed energy storage to meet this
increased demand.

More State of California
“H” Named Cities Revisited

Holtville was founded in the 1880s
by Swiss-German settlers. Originally
called “Holton”, the city was
founded in 1903 by W.F. Holt. The
name was changed to Holtville
when the U. S. Postal Service decided that the
name sounded too much like “Colton.” The city
grew with the 1890s construction of railroad
service, the All-American Canal in the 1940s, and
U. S. Route 80 highway in the 1920s all brough
people to the community. The city was
incorporated in July 1908. The 2019 estimated
population is set at 6,621. Holtville is the birthplace
of former Assembly Member Joe A. Gonsalves,
founder of Joe A. Gonsalves & Son. Nick Wells is
the Holtville City Manager and Adriana Anguis is
the Finance Supervisor. Jeorge Galvan of The Holt
Group is the City Planner, and Jack Holt is the City
Engineer. Alex Silva is the Fire Chief. A “Thank you”
goes to Alex Meyerhoff, a former Holtville City
Manager, for pointing out the omissions in the
Trackdown “H" cities.

After working in the private sector starting in 2004,
Nick Wells joined the Holtville city staffin June 2011
as the Finance Manager. He was appointed City
Manager in September 2014. Nick earned a BS
from California State University, Fresno and an MPP
from Northern Arizona University. Nick is the
longest-serving Holtville city manager. He is a
Holtvile native. He spent some fime living in
Nashville pursuing a singing career, and he lived in
the San Joaquin Valley for about 20 years, working
accounting for agricultural produce companies.

Former City Manager Alex Meyerhoff joined the
Holtville staff in 2011. He has worked assignments in
San Fernando, Hemet, Palm Springs, Coachella,
Indio and Twentynine Palms. Alex is an Adjunct
Faculty member at the College of the Desert. He
also worked as the Community Development
Manager for Desert Hot Springs. He is a UCLA
alumnus.



http://www.pars.org/
mailto:dyu@pars.org
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
http://www.pars.org/
https://www.holtville.ca.gov/
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More State of California
“H” Named Cities Revisited

Hughson, a Stanislaus County
city, is a longtime farming
community once tabbed “The
Peach Capital of the World.”
Today the peach is no longer
the primary crop in the area.
Almonds have replaced the peach as the primary
crop. Almond production in the area is one of the
largest in the world. Hughson's current major crops
include almonds, peaches, walnuts, nectarines,
cherries, apples and a few vineyards. Many
orchards have been destroyed for residential and
commercial development. Hughson  was
incorporated in December 1972. The 2020
population is 7,481. Merry Mayhew is the Hughson
City Manager, and Ashton Gose is the City Clerk
and Executive Assistant. Carla Jauregui is the
Community Development Director, and the
Director of Finance and Administrative Services is
Kim Weimer. Fabian Ramos is the Community
Development Specialist. The Hughson Chief of
Police is Fidel Landeros.

Retired City Manager John Donlevy put his fifth
completed marathon in the books by completing
the 2023 California International Marathon in
Sacramento

MW WILLDAN

A MUNICIPAL PARTNER
YOU CAN COUNT ON

Founded in 1964, Willdan is a leading, nationwide
provider of professional and consulting engineering
services. We have worked with nearly 90% of California’s
cities and counties and have recently expanded our
services across the country. With 1,500 employees in
over 50 offices throughout 20+ states nationwide, we
are ready to serve you!

Willdan is a trusted partner for municipalities, with
solutions including:

Building & Safety
City Engineering
Construction Management & Inspection
Design Engineering
Planning
Geotechnical
Other Services Include: Energy & Sustainability,

Financial & Economic Analysis, Transportation
Electrification, Microgrids, and Smart Cities

At Willdan, we lead with our people!
Meet our management team by clicking here:

S
e

Vanessa Munoz, PE, TE Adel Freij, PE
President and CEO, Engineering Director of City Engineering
562.447.6844 562.760.7752
vmunoz@willdan.com afreij@willdan.com

www.willdan.com

Color me “"Happy”! The holidays are a joyous time
of year. Here is Jack Simpson and his eldest
granddaughter Brittney Nicole Sugar.
Merry Christmas!


https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
https://www.cityofhughsonca.gov/
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AV ENWU

INSIGHTS & AMNALYTICS

There's never a good time for operational downtime,
or a good fime to fall short on revenue. For
governments to serve their communities, they need
solutions they can depend on, run by partners who
understand how the public sector works.

That's why thousands of State and local government
leaders turn to Avenu. Although the name is new, the
company roofs serving government officials go back
nearly 100-years.

ey Avenu has California Offices in El
: Dorado Hills, Fresno, Pleasanton,
Sacramento, and Westlake Village.

Fran Mancia can be reached at
559-288-7296.

Fran is a member of the Board of Trustees of the
California City Management Foundation (CCMF).
Fran was elected a University of California Alumni
Regentin 2016.

NHA|ADVISORS

Financial & Policy Strategies.,
Celivered.

NHA Advisors, LLC provides strategic, objective and
financially sound advice fo public agencies
throughout California. Consistently ranked as one
of the most active municipal advisors*, NHA
Advisors is distinguished from the competition by
delivering broad advisory and consulting services
to meet the challenging and complex needs of
public agency clients. As a fiduciary, the firm
develops comprehensive opfions and strategies
that solve for maintaining/enhancing service levels,
capital project needs, manage and contain costs
and risks such as rising pension costs and promote
fiscal sustainability through prudent policies.

Principals include Mark Northcross,
Eric Scriven, Mike Meyer,
Rob Schmidt, and Leslie Bloom.

Craig Hill, Managing Principal

N Financial & Policy Strategies. Delivered.

Tel: (415) 785-2025 x2001
Cell: (415) 518-4130
Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com

More State of California
“H” Named Cities Revisited

Hughson City Manager Merry D.
Mayhew began her public service
career working for Stanislaus
County as a Business Manager
starting in September 1984. After
nearly 29 years, in March 2013,
Merry was tapped to serve as
Assistant Director of the county’s Department of
Environmental Resources — Milk and Dairy and Solid
Waste Management programs. She also served as
the Assistant Director of the Department of Parks
and Recreation. After nearly 35 years with the
county, Merry joined the Hughson city staff in April
2019 as the Director of Finance and Administrative
Services. In June 2020 she began her tenure as the
City Manager for the City of Hughson. Merry is an
alumnus of Western Kentucky University in Bowling
Green, Kentucky, and she earned an MBA from
Ashford University in Chandler, Arizona.

Kimberly (Martinelli) Weimer is the
Director of Finance and Administrative
Services for the City of Hughson. Kim
began her working career in the
private sector in 2003. She worked
controller and accounting posts for a
number of companies. She was the owner
operator of Leonardo’s Café for nearly 10 years
starting in 2008. She worked more private sector
positions from 2017 to 2022. Kim joined the
Hughson city staff in February 2023. She earned a
BS in accounting with a minor in Spanish from Ball
State University.

“There may be people who have
more talent than you, but there’s
no excuse for anyone to work
harder than you do — and | believe
that. | love it when people doubt
me. It makes me work harder to
prove them wrong."

---Derek Jeter



mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
https://www.avenuinsights.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
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More State of California
“H” Named Cities Revisited

Huron was founded in 1888 as a
water stop along the Southern
Pacific Railroad in  Fresno
County. The Post Office was the
first building in the community
when it opened in 1877. It closed in 1883 and
reopenedin 1886. During WW Il Huron location had
three airfield training facilities- Huron Field, West
Field and Indian Field part of the Lemoore Army Air
Field. Joseph Mouren and his family are
considered among the city's founding fathers.
Huron, at one time, was the largest producer of
wool in the U.S. Huron incorporated in May 1951.
The city’'s population in 2019 was set at 7,281.
Veteran City Manager and Chief of Police John
Kunkel is the Acting City Manager and Juanita
Veliz is the City Clerk. Anita Choperena is the
Planning Technician. The City of Huron Chief of
Police is George Turegano. The Coalinga-Huron
Recreation and Parks District serves the
communities of Huron and Coalinga. The General
Manager of the District is Tyler Hensley.

Huron Acting City Manager John Kunkel served in
the Madera Police Department and as the Chief
of Police in the City of Exeter for 19 years before
becoming the Exeter City Manager in 2004. From
2009 to 2013, John served as the City Manager in
Buelton. He joined the Kerman city staff as the
Interim City Manager and performed well enough
that he was hired full-time. John retired from
Kerman in 2019. John ventured to Manzanitq,
Oregon in 2020 to serve that community as Interim
City Manager before returning to California and
the position in Huron. John earned a BA in the
administration of justice.

Jack Castro started his tenure as the Huron City
Manager in September 2015. Jack passed away
on November 22, 2021, unexpectedly of an
internal illness. Thomas Hemphill served as the
Huron City Manager from 1994 until January 1997.
He previously served as the Fowler City
Administrator.

4% MuniEnvironmental

/ Professional Consultants

PRESERVE OUR ENVIRONMENT.
STRENGTHEN OUR CITIES.

MuniEnvironmental’'s experienced professionals provide
solid waste and recycling expertise that helps cities and
other government agencies:

* Review, analyze and optimize rates and expenses

* Audit contract service providers

* Comply with regulatory requirements

* Implement commercial, organics and construction &
demolition recycling programs

Jeff Duhamel, CEO/Principal Consultant
562-432-3700 jeffemunienvironmental.com

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like
parachutes; you don't need them often but
when you do, they had better work."

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his sons,
Jason Gonsalves and Paul Gonsalves, are
expert local government lobbyists. Founded by
former Assembly Member Joe A. Gonsalves, the
firm represents 50-plus cities and is a key player
in city legislation. The firm works closely with the
League of California Cities.

Anthony Gonsalves is a long fime Member of
y the CCMF Board of Trustees

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son
925 L Street, Suite 250
Sacramento, California 95814
Telephone No. 916-441-0597

FAX: 916-441-5061



http://cityofhuron.com/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
https://gonsalvi.com/
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@ Pat West

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city
government. He has developed successful
strategies and paths to issues facing local
government. Pat can help you, whether you are
a City Manager looking for ways to furn your city
around, or a developer needing assistfance
navigating the complexities of the political
and/or entitlement process.

Pat West was honored with the League of
California Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for
City Managers of Distinction.

Pat has had numerous successful
experiences with public-private
partnerships.

Telephone No. 562-331-9812

Debbie Smith, Executive Director

The Independent Cities Finance
Avuthority is an unaffiliated Joint
Powers Authority (JPA) with the
goal of helping communities
fund critical projects.

Since its inception in 1988, ICFA has assisted
funding more than $500 million in crifical
community projects, from hospitals to charter
schools, public utilities, and housing.

Independent Cities Finance Authority
Post Office Box No. 6740
Lancaster, California 93539-6740

Telephone No. 877-906-0941

More State of California
“H” Named Cities Revisited

Humboldt County is the only California county that
has a name that begins with the letter “H". The
county is located on the North Coast of California.
Its main population center is in Eureka and Arcata.
The first non-native visit to Humboldt Bay was in
1806 by a Russian American Company's otter
hunting party. Humboldt County was formed in
1853 from parts of Trinity County. The 2020
population is 136,483.

There are many unincorporated communities in
the state that are identified by “H" names.
Hacienda Heights is an unincorporated suburban
community in Los Angels County. The late John E.
Mavulding, a former Superintendent of Building
(SOB) with the old County Engineer’s Office was a
resident. He lived with his wife Francis in Hacienda
Heights. John was a county Regional Engineer. He
joined the Wildan Engineering staff, and later
served as the San Gabriel Valley Water Master. He
was known throughout the “contract cities” in L.A.
County. John was known for his magic tfricks and
his pocket full of “woofle” dust.

Another Hacienda Heights resident was the late
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department L. Ken
“Catfish” Johnson. He and his wife Doris lived there.
Catfish served as an aide to Assistant Sheriff Dr.
Howard Earle, which put him in fouch with many
confract cities. After retirement he relocated to
Florida where he survived a few hurricanes before
his passing.

There are many more “H" communities in
California that have not incorporated as cities. We
hope that we have now covered the State’s “H”
cities. Please let us know if we have missed any. We
always appreciate reader's comments and
suggestions.

“A lot of people my age are dead at
the present fime.”
--Casey Stengel

ARETN ]
CASEY STENGEL
VANARCH - NEW TORK


http://www.patwestllc.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
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Municipal Law Services

Colantuono
COLANTUONO Highsmith
HIGHSMITH Whatley, PC

WHATEENSES

Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley is a municipal law
firm with offices in Pasadena, Grass Valley, Solana
Beach, and Sonoma that represents public and
private clients throughout California in municipal
law, including public revenues, land use, elections,
labor and employment, post-redevelopment,
housing, public works contracting, ufility services, the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the
Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg  Act regarding Local
Agency Formation Commissions, sex offender and
marijuana regulafion and related public safety
fopics, and associated litigation. Our core
commitment is to provide advice our clients find
helpful, understandable, and fairly priced.

Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley, PC Offices

Grass Valley, California:

420 Sierra College Drive, Suite 140
Grass Valley, CA 95945-5091
Phone (530) 432-7357

Fax (530) 432-7356

Sacramento

333 University Avenue, Suite 200
Sacramento, CA 95825

Phone (?16) 400-0370

Sonoma, California

670 West Napa Streeft, Suite F
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone (707) 986-8091

Fax (707) 938-7221

Pasadena, California:

790 E. Colorado Blvd., Suite 850
Pasadena, CA 21101-2109
Phone (213) 542-5700

Fax (213) 542-5710

Solana Beach, California

440 Stevens Avenue, Suite 200
Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone (858) 682-3665

The firm was recognized as one of California’s Top
Ranked Law Firms by Martindale-Hubbell in 2014 and
Michael Colantuono, Terri Highsmith, Jenni Pancake,
Michael Allderdice and Scoft Howard have each
achieved the highest AV ratfing from Martindale-
Hubbell. Michael Colantuono (2011-2013) and Holly
Whatley (2013) have been listed as among the Top
Municipal Lawyers in  California by the Daily
Journal newspaper. Michael was awarded the 2010
Public Lawyer of the Year Award by the California
State Bar, is a former President of the City Attorneys
Department of the League of California Cities, former
President and Chair of the Board of Trustees of the
State Bar, and Secretary / Treasurer of the California
Academy of Appellate Lawyers—a prestigious
organization of about 100 of the most respected
appellate advocates in our State. Michael is also
certified as an Appellate Specialist by the California
State Bar's Board of Legal Specialization.

The firm serves as general counsel or city or town
attorney of the cities of Auburn, Barstow, Calabasas,
Chico, Grass Valley, Lakeport, Ojai, Sierra Madre,
South Pasadena, Weed, the Town of Yountville, and
the Successor Agencies to the Auburn, Barstow, Sierra
Madre and South Pasadena Redevelopment
Agencies, to Oversight Boards for Successor Agencies
in Hunfington Park, Pomona, Rialto, San Bernardino,
San Gabriel and Temple City, the Garden Valley,
Higgins, Ophir Hill, North San Juan, Penn Valley, and
Rough & Ready Fire Districts, the Orangeline
Development Authority, the SELACO Workforce
Investment Board, the Calaveras, San Diego and Yuba
County LAFCOs, the Oak Tree Park and Recreation
District, the Pine Grove, and Peninsula Community
Services Districts, the Tahoe Forest Hospital District, the
First Five Yuba Commission, and Upper Valley Waste
Management Agency. The firm serves a special
counsel to local governments throughout California.

Newsletters: CHW periodically distributes newsletters
that highlights new developments in the law that might
be of interest. Click here.



mailto:info@chwlaw.us
https://chwlaw.us/newsletter-library/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
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The Olson Company is a premier California
builder of affordable new home communities.

Since 1988, The Olson Company mission
has been to work hand-in-hand with cities to
solve the critical shortage of urban housing
by promoting and investing in responsible
development that improves quality of life for
everyone. The company has successfully
partnered with more than 100 cities since 1988.

Todd Olson
President of Community Development
Telephone: 562-370-2209

The Olson Company
562-370-2259
562-430-4413 Fax
3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100
Seal Beach, CA 90740

One of the original “Proof of Life” lunch meetings
at Tap's Fish House & Brewery in Brea on Tuesday,
December 9, 2014.

Left to right seated: Terry Belanger, Anne Haraksin,
Tom Robinson, Gary Sloan, Ernie Garcia, John
Hammargren, and the late Ray Harris. Standing
from left to right are Gary Chicots, Don Wagner,
Jim Barisic, Greg Korduner, Bill Crowe, Steve
Harding, John C. Bolan and Sam Olivito.

The “Proof of Life” lunch group met this year on
Pearl Harbor Day, December 7, 2023 at the North
Woods Inn & Restaurant in La Mirada.

Northern California “Proof of Life” Lunch
Tuesday, December 5, 2023

The Northern California “Proof of Life” lunch
group had a nice turn out for the December 5
lunch gathering. A few new faces joined the
lunch. In attendance in the order they signed
the sign-in sheet:
Bob Toone
Gary Broad
Hilary Strauss
Chris McKenzie
Terry Dugan
Pat Thompson
Nancy Weiss
Kevin O'Rourke
John Shirey
Bob LaSala
Jerry Newfarmer
Ted Gaebler
Carlos Urrutia
Joe Tanner
Bill Edgar
Rod Wood

*Thank you to Kevin O’Rourke. Questions should
be addressed to Rod Wood; 310-920-0092.

2024 B 2~

SACRAMENTO ﬁ‘(, I

I.EGISI.ATIVE TOIIR
* Jahuary
08"-10"|2024

SHERATON GRAND
SACRAMENTO HOTEL

2024 Sacramento Legislative Tour
Registration Now Open



https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://contractcities.org/slt/

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management Page | 14

December 2023

Volume No. 16 | Issue No. 22

HdI®

Companies

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager
Robert "Bob" Hinderliter. HAL expanded and
improved with the help of a partnership with
former City Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm's
retired Executive Chairman.

Andy Nickerson is the President/CEO. Other
members of the HdL feam include
Vikki Beatley, Paula Cone, Barry
Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly
Konczak, David McPherson, and
Bobby Young.

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement,
technology, and consulting services. HdL's feam
of professionals currently serves more than 600
agencies nationwide.

HdL Companies offers support services and
software that includes sales, use and transactions
tfaxes, economic development, property taxes,
business license fees, transient occupancy tax,
short-term  rental compliance, rent conftrol,
indirect cost recovery, utility users tax, and
cannabis regulation and faxation.

120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200
Brea, California
Telephone 888-861-0220

922 Machin Avenue
Novato, CA 94945

Novato City Managers:

Adam McGill, 2019-2023
Regan Candelario, 2016-2019
Michael Frank, 2009-2016
Dan Keen, 2004-2008
Rod Wood, 1993-2004
Phil Brown, 1974-1992

QOVERNMENT AOVOCACY
& PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the
leading strategic communications and public
affairs firms in Southern California. It is led by
partners Matt Knabe, Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff
McConnell, Adam Englander, Alex Cherin and
Kellie Hawkins. We pride ourselves on providing a
unique and sfrategic perspective on a wide
variety of issues.

EKA provides lobbying, government affairs, public
relations, political campaigns, and  crisis
management services for a wide variety of
clientele. In addition, EKA provides professional
litigation communication and expert withess
services led by our feam of strategists, lawyers,
journalists, and media relations specialists.

‘ Together, EKA has more than 100-
years of combined experience
and a multitude of relationships
within the City & County of Los
Angeles, and the 88 cities within
Los Angeles County.

To contact EKA, please call 213) 741-1500 or email
matt@ekapr.com.

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner

* Picking Up the Pieces: Raul Alvarez is
. the new Montebello City Manager.
" Ralph  Andersen and  Associates
4 assisted the city with the recruitment.
Raul replaces City Manager Rene
Bobadilla, who is currently the Santa Fe
Springs City Manager. Raul previously
served as Assistant City Manager for
, | the cifties of Hunfington Park and
Lynwood. He is a former District Director and Senior
Advisor to Assembly Member Anthony Rendon. He
began his public service career as a Deputy fo Los
Angeles County Supervisor Gloria Molina. Raul earned
a BA from the University of California, Los Angeles
( ) and an MPA from California State University,
Long Beach.



mailto:matt@ekapr.com
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://www.novato.org/home
http://www.ekapr.com/
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More Pieces Picked Up: Live Oak Director
of Public Works, Ronald Walker is the next
City Manager for the City of Colfax. He
takes over from Interim City Manager
Mike Luken in January. Ron previously
worked as the General Manager for the Forestville
Water District, as Chief Plant Operator for the CalFire
Konocti Fire Camp in Lower Lake, and Chief Plant
Operator for the Pfeiffer-Big Surr State Park for the
California Parks System. Ron earned a BA from Southern
New Hampshire University.

This picture is by Mark
Ochenduszko. Mark is
a retired Coronado
City Manager who
served as the Inferim
City Manager for the
City of Del Marin 2011.
He replaced City
Manager Karen Brust
when she left Del Mar to become the San Juan
Capistrano City Manager. Mark is also recognized as a
highly professional freelance photographer whose
specialty is landscapes, shoreline scenes and outdoor
subjects. Mark was the Coronado city manager from
1999 until his retirement in 2010. He previously served as
the City Manager for the cities of Campbell and
Cypress. Mark is also a former Assistant City Manager for
the City of Temecula. Mark earned a BA and MPA from
San Diego State University. City of Commerce City
Manager Edgar Cisneros resigned from his position after
serving there for the past 6 years. Edgar is involved in a
federal cannabis corruption investigation of public
officials. Assistant City Manager Vilko Domic was
assigned the City Manager's duties. Edgar is a former
Huntington Park City Manager, and his involvement
took place while he served there. He became the
Commerce City Manager in November 2017. He also
was a longtime member of the Montebello Unified
School District Board of Education.

Calexico City Manager Esperanza
Colio Warren previously worked for
more than 18 years with the County
of Imperial. She was a Deputy
County Executive Officer when she
accepted the appointment as
Calexico City Manager in July 2022.
She worked as the Imperial County Community and
Economic Development Manager from April 2004 until
August 2018 when she was made a Deputy County
Executive Officer. Esperanza earned a BA and MPA
from San Diego State University. She is an adjunct
professor for San Diego State University, Imperial Valley.

Carpinteria hosted a special Monday, November 27
recognition ceremony for the city’'s longtime City
Manager Dave Durflinger. Dave is retiring after 24 years
with the Carpinteria city staff. He served as City
Manager for the past 22 years; since July 2001. Dave
began his public service career in the Planning
Department in the City of Cathedral City in July 1988.
He became the City Planner in Cathedral City in June
1998. He started his Carpinteria tenure as the
Community Development Director in January 1999.
Dave earned an AA from Glendale College and a BA
from the University of California, Riverside. In 2023, Dave
received a 35-year ICMA Service Award. Don Schwartz
is the new City Manager in Sebastopol. Don is the
Assistant City Manager for the City of Rohnert Park,
where he has worked since April 2014. He succeeds City
Manager Larry Mclaughlin, who has worked in the
position since 2014. Don served as an Instructor for
Sonoma State University from 2019 to May 2023. He was
an Analyst to the CAO in Sonoma County from April
2005 until April 2014. Don earned a BA in sociology from
the University of California, Berkeley and an MPP
(Master of Public Policy) from Harvard University.
Danvile Town Manager Joe Calabrigo earned an
employment agreement extension and compensation
adjustment. In 2022, Joe earned salary and benefits of
$384,005. After an excellent performance review, Joe
will receive a 14.2% annual salary increase. His
agreement was extended to April 2025. Joe is the
longest serving city manager in the East Bay. He
became Danville Town Manager in 1993. He started in
Danville in September 1985 as the Planning Director.
Joe was promoted to Assistant Town Manager in June
1990. In 2020, Joe received a 35-year ICMA Service
Award. Oakland has hired Dr. Holly Joshi as the Chief of
the Department of Violence Prevention (DVP). Holly
says that she plans to look at the root causes of gun
violence, gang violence and gender-based violence.
DVP will focus on prevention and intervention of
community violence. One objective is to reduce the
need to utilize the criminal justice system.

Apple Valley's first Mayor, Nicholas “Nick” DePrisco, Jr.,
passed away at the age of 75 in Laguna Woods
following a battle with pancreatic cancer. He was
remembered at a November 4 celebration of life
service in Spring Valley Lake. As the top vote-getter, he
earned the position of Mayor for the newly
incorporated Town of Apple Vdlley in 1988. He
remained on the Town Council until 1996. Nick worked
as a San Bernardino County Public Defender. He taught
criminal law at Victor Valley College. Nick earned a BA
from California State University, Hayward and a Juris
Doctorate from Western State College of Law in San
Diego.
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: Sebastopol
Assistant City Manager and City Clerk
Mary Gourley served with the
Department of the Army at the Presidio
of San Francisco from June 1982 untfil
. March 1995. She joined the Sebastopol
city staff after leaving the Army as a
Plonmng and Public Works Technician. Mary became
the Sebastopol City Clerk in September 2006. She has
worked with the city for nearly 29 years. She earned an
MMC from the International Institute of Municipal Clerks.
Merced’s new City Manager Scott McBribe worked as
the Development Services Director for 6 years before he
was appointed city manager. He previously worked for
the City of Atwater for more than 23 years. In 2017, Scott
served as the Interim City Manager for Atwater. He
earned a BA in environmental studies from the University
of California, Santa Cruz and an MPA from California
State University, Stanislaus. Scott took the oath of office
in Merced on November 6.

SHORTS: *Fresno City Manager Georgeanne White
appointed two new Assistant City Managers, including
former Tracy City Manager Michael Rogers and Visalia
Assistant City Manager Nick Mascia. *Retfired Santa Fe
Springs City Manager Fred Latham serves on the Board
of Directors of a non-profit for a student mentoring
program in Santa Fe Springs. *Past
California  Contract Cities Association
President (1995-1996), Bea LaPisto- Kirtley,
a former Bradbury City Council Member,
currently serves as a member of the Board
of Supervisors for Albemarle County,
Virginia. *Tripepi Smith President Ryder Todd Smith is
recognized by the Municipal Management Association
of Northern California (MMANC) with the group’s 2023
Legacy Award. *Colma City Clerk Caitlin Corley is the
next City Clerk for the City of Petaluma. *City Manager
Elaine Andersen confirmed that, California State
University, Sacramento alumnus and Placerville City
Engineer, Rebecca Neves is the new Folsom City
Engineer, effective November 27. *Former United States
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger passed away at the
age of 100. *In May 2023, Westlake Village Director of
Finance Dr. Daniel Jordan was appointed to succeed
La Canada Flintridge City Manager Mark Alexander in
June 2023. *Jan Heidt, a founding member of the Santa
Clarita City Council, passed away at the age of 84.
*Jenny Rogers, a veteran of the Beverly Hills staff as
Director of Community Services, has been appointed
by City Manager David White to serve as the City of
Santa Monica'’s first Recreation and Arts Director. *Craig
Bassett is the new Interim Chief of Police for the City of
Corning following the departure of Police Chief
Jeremiah Fears. *Palo Altos’ first female Mayor Frances
Dias, who was elected to the City Council and became
Mayor in 1966, has passed away at the age of 100.***
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ARE CORDIALLY INVITE

ANNUAL

__ALL CITIES HOLID{?

- " RECEPTI(

DECEMBER
13", 2023

Main Lounge
538 Flower St.
Los Angeles, CA 90071

CALIFORNIA CLUB ‘ 6:00 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

We gratefully acknowledge
the support of:

“HBBK

BEST BEST & KRIEGER w.

There is no cost for  Business Attire Required e Limited parking available

the League of Calif

or Independent Citie

$100 for guests

® Attendance at this event
b official will
onstitute acceptance of
a reporta ble gift



https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ek0x3e9da0c8cd1d&oseq=&c=&ch=
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HAL® Companies,
40 Years of Growing Revenue !

Message from HdL Companies in memory of a
good friend:

On Monday, December 4th we lost our Founder,
Bob Hinderliter, to pancreatic cancer. Bob
passed peacefully, and during the last months of
his life, looking back, he felt most grateful for the
full life he led. His greatest joy came from being
a husband, father, and grandfather. He was also
a successful enfrepreneur and very proud of the
business he founded and how it had grown to
have such a positive impact on local
government agencies across the nation. Bob is
survived by his wife Debbie, his three children
Matt, Lisa, and Paula, and seven grandchildren.

In August 1983, after working for ten years as City
Manager of Commerce, Robert “Bob”
Hinderliter, 42 years old, resigned from his post to
begin a new career in the private sector. Bob
believed that cities were failing to utilize sales tax
data to their best advantage, and by the fall of
1983 he had developed the first computerized
sales tax data program devoted exclusively to
analyzing California sales tax allocations. On
October 121, 1983 the firm, Robert Hinderliter &
Associates, was awarded its first confract with
the City of Monterey Park where Lloyd de Liamas
was the City Manager.

It was in early 1985, with eleven more cities
having been added to the client list, that an
article about the company was published in the
Los Angeles Times. The Times article was noticed
by Dick Nevins, a Board Member at the State
Board of Equalization representing the 4th District
that included much of the Los Angeles basin
where Bob's clients were located. Mr. Nevins
liked to make presentations to city council
members in his District and share some of his
unigue insights on the SBE’s closely guarded sales
tax data. When Mr. Nevins read about cities
sharing their confidential sales tax data with
Bob's company, he drafted letters to all of Bob's
clients informing them that they could no longer
provide him with the confidential information.

Soon after, Bob, and two of his clients; city
managers Frank Tripepi and Jack Simpson met
with Mr. Nevins to try and broker a compromise,
but Nevins refused. Without access to the data,
Robert Hinderliter & Associates would be out of
business.

For the next six months Bob, with the help of
Frank Tripepi, Jack Simpson and lobbyist Joe
Gonsalves worked on legislation (AB1611 —
Author: Dominic Cortese) that would allow
consultants to have access to the confidential
sales tax data if they were so authorized by the
local governments they served.

In July 1985 Governor George Deukmejian
signed AB 1611, which amended section 7056
of the State Statute. If not for this legislation HAL
would likely not exist today.

In 1987 Lloyd de Llamas purchased 50% of the
company and the firm’s name was changed to
Hinderliter, de Lliamas & Associates. The two
partners had complimentary skill sets which
strongly contributed to the company's success.
Through the combined hard work and ingenuity
of Bob and Lloyd the firm grew rapidly, while
continually staying focused on hiring talented
staff and providing outstanding customer
service - priorities which continue to be
hallmarks of the organization today.

Today, we stand on the shoulders of those that
came before us. Today, we are most grateful
for the foundation that they laid for our
continued success. And today we say goodbye
to a man that had a profound and lasting
impact on our lives. Bob, thank you for the life
you lived, the company you founded, and the
significant positive impacts each has left on so
many. We salute you.

Andy

Andrew Nickerson | President/CEO

714.879.5000
Powerful Solutions, Proven Results

HdI® Companies,

40 Years of Growing Revenue



http://www.hdlcompanies.com/

