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Atascadero City Manager Jim Lewis and his family at a 

recent visit to the Yosemite Valley. In addition to his city 

manager duties and responsibilities, Jim serves as the 

Boy Scouts of America, Cuesta District Chair for the Los  

Padres Area Council, which includes San Luis Obispo 

County. Jim has long been involved with Scouting. 

City Management List Continues 

Alphabetically with Atascadero 
 

Cities included in this Issue of the City Manager 

Newsletter by Trackdown are cities listed as an 

alphabetical continuation of the February issue: 

Atascadero, Atherton, Atwater, Auburn, Avalon, 

Avenal, and Azusa. The seven city/town managers 

of these cities include Jim Lewis; George Rodericks; 

Greg Thompson; Sean Rabé; David Maistros; 

Anthony V. Lopez; and Sergio Gonzalez. These cities 

are included in six different counties, including the 

counties of San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, Merced, 

Placer, Los Angeles and Kings.  

 

Subscribe to this newsletter free of charge. Go  

to the Trackdown Management web page  

and sign up with your email address: 
 

www.trackdownmanagement.net 
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https://www.tripepismith.com/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
http://www.ekapr.com
http://rwglaw.com/
http://www.pars.org/
http://www.cjpia.org/
http://www.willdan.com
http://www.usi.com
https://www.atascadero.org/
https://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/
https://www.atwater.org/
https://auburn.ca.gov/
https://www.cityofavalon.com/
https://cityofavenal.com/
https://www.azusaca.gov/
http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
https://www.kosmont.com/
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City Management List Continues 

Alphabetically with Atascadero 
 

Atascadero is a San Luis Obispo 

County city that was founded 

in 1913 by Edward Gardner 

Lewis. The land was surveyed 

and subdivided with sale of all 

land restricted to only whites. 

Orchards were planted and irrigation systems 

installed. The city was not incorporated until July 

1979 and has become known for the rotunda 

Building which currently serves as the city hall.  

 

James R. “Jim” Lewis serves as City Manager of 

Atascadero. Prior to returning on July 1, 2023, to his 

hometown of Atascadero to serve as City 

Manager, Jim worked a little more than 10 years as 

the Pismo Beach, City Manager (2013-2023). Prior 

to Pismo Beach, Jim was the Assistant City 

Manager and President of the Office of Economic 

Development in his first role with the City of 

Atascadero (2004-2013) working with City 

Manager Wade McKinney. Jim served as the 

Assistant to the City Manager in the City of 

Claremont, where he worked for City Manager 

Glenn Southard. He joined the Claremont city staff 

in 1998 after serving as an Administrative Intern 

with the City of Auburn. He also served with City 

Manager LeRoy J. Jackson in the City of Torrance. 

Jim served as President of the League of California 

Cities City Manager's Department in 2018 and 

currently serves on the Cal Cities Board of 

Directors. He also serves on the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF) Board of 

Trustees and is a past-President of the Municipal 

Management Association of Southern California 

(MMASC) in 2001. Jim is an ICMA credentialed 

manager (ICMA-CM). He graduated with honors 

and received a BS in Public Policy and 

Management from the University of Southern 

California (USC) and an MPA from Syracuse 

University. Jim is active in the Kiwanis Club of 

Atascadero, Atascadero Bible Church and is the 

founder of Pivot Charter Schools. He is married with 

two children. Jim serves as the Boy Scouts of 

America, Cuesta District Chair for the Los  Padres 

Area Council, which includes San Luis Obispo 

County.  

 

 

 

 

 

  Jim L. Barisic, former Artesia 

 City Manager who also worked in 

Cerritos and Paramount, and is a 

Viet Nam veteran, founded 

Brandywine in 1994. 

 

Jim and two of his sons  

Brett Whitehead and David Barisic, and  

Alex Hernandez, the President of the 

Homebuilding Division, and Mario Urzua, the 

Chief Financial Officer are the Brandywine 

Homes executive team. Please check the firm’s 

website for current sales! 
 

Units are selling in                                                          

Carson, La Verne, Artesia and Whittier 

Coming Soon are developments in: Santa Ana,    

El Monte, Artesia and Apartments in Riverside 

and Murrieta. 
 

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 
 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                      

16580 Aston Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 
 

The Independent Cities Finance Authority is an 

unaffiliated Joint Powers Authority (JPA) with the 

goal of helping communities fund critical projects. 

                                                                                          

Since its inception in 1988, ICFA has assisted  

funding more than $500 million in critical  

community projects, from hospitals to charter 

schools, public utilities, and housing. 

Jose Solache, ICFA President                                    

Lynwood City Council Member 
 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                         

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 
 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

https://www.atascadero.org/
http://www.brandywinedev.com
https://www.icfauthority.org/
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NHA advisors, LLC provides strategic, objective 

and financially sound advice to public agencies 

throughout California. Consistently ranked as one   

of the most active municipal advisors*, NHA   

Advisors is distinguished from the competition by 

delivering broad advisory and consulting services 

to meet the challenging and complex needs of 

public agency clients. As a fiduciary, the firm 

develops comprehensive options and strategies 

that solve for maintaining/enhancing service 

levels, capital project needs, manage and 

contain costs and risks such as rising pension costs 

and promote fiscal sustainability through prudent 

policies. 

 

Principals include  Mark Northcross, 

Eric Scriven, Mike Meyer,              

Rob Schmidt, and Leslie Bloom. 
 

Craig Hill, Managing Principal 
Financial & Policy Strategies. Delivered. 

                                                                                                                 

Tel: (415) 785-2025 x2001 
Cell: (415) 518-4130 

Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com 

 

City Management List Continues 

Alphabetically with Atascadero 

 

Jeri Rangel became the Administrative Services 

Director in 2013 when Rachelle Rickard stepped 

up to the City Manager position. Rachelle 

became City Manager in July 2013 when City 

Manager Wade McKinney took the city manager 

position in the City of Indian Wells. Wade served as 

the Atascadero City Manager from August 1997 

until June 2013. He began his public service career 

in 1979 as an Assistant Planner for the City of La 

Puente. In July 1980, Wade became the Director 

of Planning for the City of Taft. He added Assistant 

City Manager to his Taft duties in April 1984. Wade 

served as City Manager in Shafter (1986-1997) 

before Atascadero (1997-2013) and in Indian Wells 

until his retirement in April 2019. Wade served as a 

member of the Board of Cal-ICMA and was a 

longtime President of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF). Wade is an 

ICMA Credentialed Manager and received a 40-

year ICMA Service Award in 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities.  

 

Since 1988, The Olson Company mission                                

has been to work hand-in-hand with cities to  

solve the critical shortage of urban housing  

by promoting and investing in responsible  

development that improves quality of life for  

everyone. The company has successfully 

 partnered with more than 100 cities since 1988. 

 

Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

 3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100 

Seal Beach, CA 90740 

 

mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
https://contractcities.org/ams/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
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City Management List Continues 

Alphabetically with Atascadero 

 

Atherton is a San Mateo County 

community that was known as 

“Fair Oaks” during the 1860s. The 

town was renamed for Faxon 

Dean Atherton, a former 19th 

century landowner on the south 

San Francisco Bay peninsula. Atherton is known for 

the wealth of its residents. In 1990 and 2019, 

Atheron was ranked as having the highest per 

capita income of any place in the United States 

for cities with populations between 2,500 and 

9,999. The NBA Golden State Warriors star Stephen 

Curry lives in Atherton. The median home price in 

Atherton is $10,100,000. George Rodericks is the 

City Manager and Anthony Suber is the City Clerk 

and Deputy City Manager. Robert Barron III is the 

Finance Director. Steven McCulley is the Chief of 

Police.  

 

Atherton City Manager George 

Rodericks served in the Army 

National Guard in Oklahoma 

(1987-1988) and as an officer in 

the Army Reserve in California 

(1988-1997). He began his city 

government career as an Intern 

for the City of La Mirada in 1991and he took a 

Code Enforcement Officer position with Rancho 

Palos Verdes in January 1988. George worked as a 

Management Assistant in La Habra Heights starting 

in March 1995 and then rejoined the La Mirada city 

staff as Assistant to the City Manager in October 

1995. George was appointed City Manager in the 

Orange County city of Villa Park starting in 

December 2001. In 2005 George moved to 

Northern California to take the City  Manager 

position in the City of Belvedere. He was hired to 

serve as the Town Manager in Atherton in October 

2012. George earned an MPA from California 

State University, Long Beach. In 2023, George 

received a 30-year ICMA Service Award.  

 

                                                                     

“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready 
to help with outreach campaigns,        

video production, content writing, 

messaging, graphic work, technology 

      infrastructure and websites."                        

--Ryder Todd Smith, President 

 

This gym is a place where 

strength training is used for self-

improvement. Special group 

sessions for sports teams, police 

and fire departments or other 

groups  may be arranged. 
 

      Raw Performance 

Coach/Owner, William Ha, CSCS      

is a certified strength and conditioning coach. 
 

Call: 714-335-4436 | 10579 

Bloomfield Avenue 

Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

https://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/
https://www.tripepismith.com/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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Trackdown Posse Roster  
 

Executive Level Posse Roster: 
 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager    
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 
Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  
Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 
Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           
Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 
Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 
Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  
John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 
Mark Scott, Retired City Manager 

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia 
Chuck Bryant, Past City Admin., Hawaiian Gardens  

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 
 

Posse Roster: 
 

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired City Manager, Rocklin  

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager, Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon 

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, West Sacramento 

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Atascadero 

Donald Jeffers, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park 
 

 

City Manager Newsletter by 

Trackdown Management 
 

              10 Claret 

Rancho Mirage, California 92270 
                  

Cell Phone:  Jack | 562-896-5424 

Cell Phone: Susan | 310-418-1035 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Telephone: 949-235-0525                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 
 

Wolf & Company Inc. provides 

municipal consulting services to State and local 

governments, and not-for-profit corporations. 
 

Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis 

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight 

Agent Services. 

 

 

 
 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
163 Limestone Road, Claremont, CA 91711 

Telephone: 949-235-0525 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. 
 

RWG delivers practical advice and solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of public entities. 

 

Working seamlessly across offices in 

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange 

County, Temecula, and the Central 

Coast. The RWG team of experts 

provides the full scope of public law 

services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from 

listening carefully and asking the 

right questions. 
 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF). 

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.trackdownmanagement.net
http://rwglaw.com/
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This is the late former Assembly Member and highly 
rated Sacramento lobbyist Joe A. Gonsalves with 

Samanatha and Casey Simpson at a “Joe Gonsalves 
Day” in an archive picture taken at     Joe A. Gonsalves 

Elementary School in the City of Cerritos. Joe is the 

founder of the Joe A. Gonsalves & Son firm that 
continues operating with Joe’s son Anthony, and 

Anthony’s sons Jason and Paul.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like 

parachutes; you don't need them often but 

when you do, they had better work." 
 

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his sons, 

Jason Gonsalves and Paul Gonsalves, are 

expert local government lobbyists. Founded by 

former Assembly Member Joe A. Gonsalves, the 

firm represents 50-plus cities and is a key player 

in city legislation. The firm works closely with the 

League of California Cities. 
 

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time Member of  

the CCMF Board of Trustees 
 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

925 L Street, Suite 250 

Sacramento, California 95814 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

           Fax: 916-441-5061 

 

 

“The older I get, the better I used to be.”  

City Management List Continues 

Alphabetically with Atascadero 
 

Atwater is home to the Castle Air 

Museum. The Castle Air Force Base 

is the former World War II Merced 

Army Airfield. Merced County city 

served as a location of a railroad 

station starting in the 1870s. The first community 

post office was opened in 1880. The city took the 

name of Marshall D. Atwater who was a local 

wheat farmer whose land was used for the local 

railroad station. Atwater was incorporated in 

August 1922, and has a 2020 population of 31,970. 

City Manager Lori Waterman resigned her position 

in February 2024 and Deputy City Manager Greg 

Thompson is Interim City Manager.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

Founded in 1986 by former City Manager 

Larry J. Kosmont, Chairman and CEO. 

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year. 
 

Kosmont Companies serves cities, counties, quasi-

government agencies, private companies, 

developers, and non-profit organizations, including 

educational institutions across California. With 

unmatched expertise in public/private transactions. 

 

Kosmont Companies helps communities thrive 

by creating sustainable projects. 
 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges, and solutions. A 

transactional firm that takes a hands-on 

approach to economic development focused 

on successful outcomes. The firm is an expert in 

economic development, real estate consulting, 

financial analysis, and redevelopment dissolution. 

 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266 

 

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

https://www.kosmont.com/
https://gonsalvi.com/
https://www.atwater.org/
https://www.kosmont.com/
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 City Management List Continues 

Alphabetically with Atascadero  
 

Lori Waterman became the Atwater City Manager 

in January 2018, first in an interim capacity. She 

joined the city staff 12 years earlier and among her 

various positions was Grants Manager. Lori 

resigned her position as city manager in February 

2024. Jeanna Del Real is a Deputy City Manager 

and Human Resources Director and has worked 

for the city since May 1988. Following Lori’s 

resignation, Community Development Director 

and Deputy City Manager Greg Thompson, was 

appointed Interim City Manager. Lucy Armstrong 

is the Atwater City Clerk and Kellie Jacobs-Hunter   

is the Finance Director. Michael Salvador is the 

Police Chief.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the 

leading strategic communications and public 

affairs firms in Southern California. Partners Matt 

Knabe, Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, 

Adam Englander, Alex Cherin and Kellie Hawkins 

lead it. We pride ourselves on providing a unique 

and strategic perspective on a wide variety of 

issues. 
 

EKA provides lobbying, government affairs, public 

relations, political campaigns, and crisis 

management services for a wide variety of 

clientele. In addition, EKA provides professional 

litigation communication and expert witness 

services led by our team of strategists, lawyers, 

journalists, and media relations specialists.  

                                                          

Together, EKA has more than 100-

years of combined experience 

and a multitude of relationships 

within the City & County of Los 

Angeles, and the 88 cities within 

Los Angeles County.   

 

To contact EKA, please call 213) 741-1500 or email  

matt@ekapr.com.  Matt Knabe, Managing 

Partner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager 

the late Robert "Bob" Hinderliter. HdL expanded and 

improved with the help of a partnership with former 

City Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s retired 

Executive Chairman.  
                     
Andy Nickerson is the President/CEO. 

Other members of the HdL team 

include Vikki Beatley, Paula Cone, 

Barry Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly 

Konczak, David McPherson, and 

Bobby Young. 

 
HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology, and consulting services. HdL’s team of 

professionals currently serves more than 600 

agencies nationwide.  

 
HdL Companies offers support services and 

software that includes sales, use and transactions 

taxes, economic development, property taxes, 

business license fees, transient occupancy tax, 

short-term rental compliance, rent control, indirect 

cost recovery, utility users tax, and cannabis 

regulation and taxation.  

 
120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                 

Brea, California                                                              

Telephone 888-861-0220 
 
 

Auburn is the county seat for 

Placer County. Auburn is known 

historically for its California Gold 

Rush history. After prospecting 

discoveries starting in the spring of 

1848, the area became a mining camp. It was 

officially named Auburn by miners from Auburn, 

New York in August 1849. In 1865, the Central 

Pacific Railroad reached Auburn connecting the 

area to Sacramento and to Ogden, Utah. Auburn 

was incorporated as a city in May 1888. Placer 

High School in Auburn is one of the oldest high 

schools in California. Stacy Dragila, who attended 

Placer High School, won the Gold Medal at the 

2000 Sydney Olympics in women’s pole vault. The 

2020 population of Auburn is 13,776. Sean Rabé is 

the City Manager and Amy Lind is the City Clerk. 

mailto:matt@ekapr.com
http://www.ekapr.com/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://www.auburn.ca.gov/
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Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed 

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.  

             

  CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 
 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law. 
 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 
 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020).  

                                                                                                

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700;     

916-400-0370; 858 

 

 

March 2, 2024 Lakewood Run event                                      

was run mostly in the rain this year.  

City Management List Continues 

Alphabetically with Atascadero  
 

Auburn City Manager Sean Rabé 

worked as the Editor and General 

Manager of the Amador Ledger 

Dispatch between November 2001 

and December 2006. He then joined 

the Amador County Transportation 

Commission as an Assistant Planner. 

In March 2008 Sean became the Assistant City 

Manager for the City of Sutter Creek. Sean was 

tapped for the City Manager position in May 2010. 

He moved to the City Manager job in the Town of 

Colma in January 2014. Sean moved to the Town 

Manager position in the Town of Loomis in July 

2017, and he joined the Auburn city staff as city 

manager in June 2023. Sean earned a BA in 

government from California State University, 

Sacramento and an MPP (public policy) from 

California State University, Northridge. In 2018, 

Sean received a 10-year ICMA  Service Award.  

https://chwlaw.us/
https://cjpia.org/


  

 

 

 

  City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management                                    Page | 9                                  

March 2024                                                                                        Volume No. 16 | Issue No. 14 

                           

 

 

 

City Management List Continues 

Alphabetically with Atascadero  
 

Avalon is the only city on Santa 

Catalina Island, which is in Los 

Angeles County. This waterfront 

community basically started with 

developments by William Wrigley 

Jr., the chewing gum maker.  He 

bought a controlling interest in the Santa Catalina 

Island Company in 1919. He tried many ways to 

impact the growth of the island city; even having 

his major league baseball Chicago Cubs use the 

island for the team’s spring training from 1921 to 

1951, except for the war years(1942-1945). Avalon 

was incorporated as a city in June 1913. Its 2020 

population is 3,460. David Maistros is the city 

manager and Jocelyn Francis is the Assistant City 

Manager. Matthew Baker is the Finance Director 

and David Hart is the Community Services 

Manager. The Public Works Director  is Bob 

Greenlaw.  

 

Avalon City Manager David Maistros began his 

local government career working in Ohio in 

Newburgh Heights, Streetsboro, Hudson and 

Twinsburg.  He came to Avalon as City Manager in 

January 2022. David earned a BA from Bowling 

Green State University and a JD from Cleveland 

State University. David succeeded City Manager 

Denise Radde, who retired. Denise was hired as 

Interim first in 2016 after Benjamin “Ben” J. Harvey, 

the currently Ojai city manager, left after serving 

as the Avalon City Manager from September 2013 

to November 2015. David Jinkens was city 

manager in 1982-1983 and again in 2016-2017. 

 

Avalon Assistant City Manager Jocelyn Francis 

came to the city after working  positions in the 

cities of Santa Ana, Seaside, Monterey and Pacific 

Grove. She joined the Avalon city staff in March 

2023. Jocelyn earned a BA from San Diego State 

University and an MPA from California State 

University, Fullerton. She finished the California 

Commission on P.O.S.T. Command College 

program. 
 

 

Atascadero City Manager Jim Lewis and his wife Debi 

celebrating their son Troy earning the highest award in 

Cub Scouts, the Arrow of Light, and becoming a 

member of Boy Scout Troop 123. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city 

government. He has developed successful  

strategies and paths to issues facing local 

government. Pat can help you, whether you are 

a City Manager looking for ways to turn your city 

around, or a developer needing assistance 

navigating the complexities of  the political 

and/or entitlement process. 

 

Pat West was honored with the League of 

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for City 

Managers of Distinction. 

 

Pat has had numerous successful      

experiences with public-private 

              partnerships. 

                                                 

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cityofavalon.com/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
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Perusing historical 

information at 

The Annenberg 

Estate,  

Sunnylands, in 

Rancho Mirage… 

Where U.S. 

Presidents were 

guests. 

City Management List Continues 

Alphabetically with Atascadero  
 

Avenal is a city located in 

Kings County. The city was 

named by Spanish soldiers. 

The area was covered with 

wild oats. Avena means oats 

and “avenal” means oat field. The discovery of oil 

in 1927 turned Avenal into a boomtown. Standard 

Oil Company brought housing, water lines and 

later a sewer plant for the oil workers. Avenal is also 

known as the pistachio capital of California. 

Although today Avenal and its economy are 

largely dependent on the Avenal State Prison and 

agriculture, the city was once a booming oil town. 

Avenal was incorporated in September 1979. 

Antony V. Lopez is the City Manager and Maria 

“Angie” Ortiz is the City Clerk. Griselda Price is the 

Director of Administrative Services and Rob 

Williams is the Director of Public Works/Code 

Enforcement and Animal Services. Cecilio Velasco 

is the Avenal Chief of Police. Sheila Verdugo is the 

Community Activities Supervisor. 

 

  

 

 

 
 

USI has developed sophisticated employee 

benefit programs for public entities for more  

than 30-years.  
 

USI helps agencies design innovative benefit 

solutions and provide benefit education to 

bargaining units. 
 

The power of USI, and its ability to bring best-in-

class solutions and services to clients and 

communities, is achieved through the collective 

knowledge and experience of professionals 

coming together as ONE. 
  

     For more information contact  

   Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010  

       or gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       
                

   Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager   

     Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com 

                               USI Insurance Services 
    

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                                      

Torrance, CA 90503 

https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.usi.com/
https://www.cityofavenal.com/
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City Management List Continues 

Alphabetically with Atascadero  
 

Avenal City Manager Antony V. 

Lopez began his working career in 

the private sector in the 

Washington D. C. Metro Area. In 

2010. He joined the Avenal city staff 

as an Associate Planner in March 

2017. Antony began his city 

manager tenure in October 2020. He earned a BA 

in women’s and gender studies from Georgetown 

University and an MPA from the Sol Prjce School of 

Public Policy at the University of Southern California 

(USC). He is a former Avenal High School 

Valedictorian.  

 

Griselda Price is the Director of Administrative 

Services for the City of Avenal. She worked as a 

Finance Assistant for nearly 10 years starting in 

August 2014.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For almost 40 years PARS has provided retirement 

plans and trust solutions designed exclusively for 

public agencies. With programs like the Pension 

Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and the PARS 

OPEB Trust. 
 

PARS has helped over 500 clients address 

unfunded obligations and lower liabilities. The PRSP 

is a first-of-its-kind program designed to provide 

local control over assets and potential for greater 

return than the general fund. With innovative 

retirement solutions tailored to the unique needs of 

each agency. 
 

PARS is a leading provider of retirement programs 

for public agencies and the largest private  

provider of multiple-employer Section 115 trusts 

in California. 
 

Learn more at www.pars.org. 

Make inquiries at info@pars.org or 

(800) 540-6369 ext. 127; www.pars.org. 
 

Dennis Yu, CEBS, Executive Vice President 

(800) 540-6369 ext. 104 or dyu@pars.org 
 

Mitch Barker, Senior Consultant                              

(800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

 

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior  

Municipal Consultant                            

(707) 249-5356 or kevin@kolgs.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE! 
 

The NEXT “Proof of Life” Lunch is planned for      

Thursday, March 28, 2024 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

RSVP to:  jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:dyu@pars.org
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
http://www.pars.org/
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City Management List Continues 

Alphabetically with Atascadero  
 

Azusa is in the San Gabriel Valley 

region of Los Angeles County. 

“Azusa stands for every from A to 

Z in the U.S.A.” has been a 

community promotion saying for 

many years. The name Azusa 

referred to the San Gabriel Vally and San Gabriel 

River area in the Mexican Alta California era. The 

city was incorporated in December 1898 after the 

plan for the city was laid out. The 2020 population 

is 50,000. Sergio Gonzalez is the City Manager and 

Nico DeAnda-Scaia is the Deputy City Manager. 

Adrian Garcia is the elected City Clerk. Talika 

Johnson is the Azusa Director of Administrative 

Services and Miki Carpenter is the Director of 

Community Resources. Jose D. Jimenez is the 

Director of Economic and Community 

Development, and Robert Delgadillo is the 

Director of Public Works and City Engineer. The 

Azusa Chief of Police is Rocky Wenrick. Michael 

Guadagnino is the Azusa Director of Information 

Technology. Leila Hassen is the City Librarian.  

 

Former NFL star Billy Kilmer played baseball, 

football and basketball at Citrus Union High School 

in Azusa. He was a UCLA athlete during his college 

years.  

 

Azusa City Manager Sergio 

Gonzalez began his tenure in 

April 2018 after he had served as 

the Hermosa Beach City 

Manager from May 2017 until 

April 2018. Sergio started his 

public service career in South 

Pasadena in 2003 as a Community Services 

Supervisor. From  December 2008 to November  

2011, he served as the South Pasadena Assistant 

City Manager, and then as City Manager from 

2011-2017. Sergio earned a BS and MS from 

California State University, Los Angeles.  

 

 

 

Happy people here! Presley, Lei Lei, Susan and Lilo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest 

Association of its kind in the United States. 

Dominique Samario, Murrieta, President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Stefanski, San Rafael, President 

https://www.azusaca.gov/
https://www.mmanc.org/
https://www.mmasc.org/
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Kosmont Companies, a certified Minority Business 

Enterprise (MBE), is a development services firm offering a 

full range of real estate and economic advisory, 

brokerage, project finance, investment, and planning 

services for both the public and private sectors. 

 

Founded in 1986, Kosmont Companies has become a 

nationally recognized expert in economic development 

and real estate development projects involving 

government and private sector partnerships.  

 

Whether the objective is getting a project entitled and 

approved, financed, developed, leased or sold, or if the 

goal is to generate new tax revenues, jobs or business 

opportunities, Kosmont Companies ensures success. A 

diverse and uniquely qualified development services 

team provides the depth and expertise required to help 

clients conceptualize, structure and implement projects of 

all product types, sizes and complexities. 

 

From the earliest planning and feasibility stages and 

throughout project development, Kosmont Companies 

effectively guides clients through intricate transaction and 

policy issues to create viable economic development 

strategies, achieve redevelopment/revitalization goals, 

and produce real estate projects and public asset 

management solutions. 

  

Kosmont Companies recognizes the powerful social and 

economic benefits of community development and 

redevelopment, and the firm is committed to bringing 

public, private, and non-profit organizations together in 

meaningful real estate transactions that help communities 

flourish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kosmont Companies 
1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., No. 382 

Manhattan Beach, California 

90266 

Telephone: 424-297-1070 

Fax: 424-286-4632 

                                E-mail: kosmont@kosmont.com 

Larry J. Kosmont, CRE®, is the Founder, President and 

CEO of Kosmont Companies. He is also Managing 

Partner of Renaissance Community Fund, which invests 

and develops mixed use, residential and commercial 

projects throughout California. 

 

From 1975 to 1986, Larry served as City Manager, 

Director of Community Development, and 

Redevelopment Director in the cities of Santa Monica, 

Seal Beach, Bell Gardens, and Burbank. Larry earned an 

MPA from the University of Southern California (USC), 

and a BA from the State University of New York, 

Binghamton. 

In 1995, Larry conceived of and created the Kosmont-

Rose Institute "Cost of Doing Business Survey©," which is 

now recognized as the industry standard for comparing 

city taxes and economic incentives. The Survey covers 

400 cities in all 50 states and is published annually by 

California's Claremont-McKenna College.  

Kosmont Companies is a leader in negotiating 

residential, retail, mixed use, hospitality, office and 

industrial projects that have revitalized hundreds of 

communities and neighborhoods. With more than a 

quarter century of advisory services to the public sector, 

Kosmont Companies is the most capable consulting 

firm in California to design and implement a sustainable 

economic development strategy. 

                                                               
KOSMONT COMPANIES IS AN                 

INDUSTRY LEADER IN ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT AND REAL ESTATE ADVISORY 

SERVICES. 
 

                                                       

 

 

 

 

 Call Kosmont Companies to discuss potential economic development strategies.               

 

mailto:kosmont@kosmont.com
https://www.kosmont.com/
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Picking Up the Pieces: City Manager 

Aaron Palmer has agreed to a 
separation agreement with the City of 

Live Oak. Aaron came to Live Oak as 
Interim City Manager in April 2019, 

following Interim City Manager Joe 

Aguilar. Aaron began his public 
service career in October 1999 as an 

Administrative Analyst for the City of 
San Bernardino. He took a Senior 

Management Analyst post in San 

Carlos in March 2001. Aaron went to 
the City of Big Bear Lake as Senior Administrative Analyst in 

Mach 2002. In October 2006 he became the Assistant City 
Manager in Patterson, and in June 2007 he started his tenure 

as Deputy City Manager in Adelanto. In March 2013, Aaron 
started as City Administrator in Highland City, Utah. From 

February 2016 to March 2019, Aaron served as the City 

Manager for the City of Canyon Lake. He earned a BS from 
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona and an MA in 

organizational management from the University of Phoenix. 
San Luis Obispo City Manager Derek Johnson is the new 

Chief Executive Officer for the County of Marin. Derek served 

the City of San Luis Obispo for 12 years starting his city 
manager service in September 2017. He joined the city staff 

in November 2011 as the Community Development Director. 
He worked as the Community Development Director for the 

City of Capitola from July 2010 to November 2011. Prior to 
working for the County of Santa Barbara (January 2006-

October 2010), Derek served as the General Manager for the 

Isla Vista Recreation and Parks District. He earned a BA from 
the University of California, Santa Barbara. Siew-Ching 

Yeong, Oakland Assistant Director of Public Works, is the 
new City of Pleasanton Director of Public Works. She is 

replacing Interim Director Norm Dorais. Siew-Ching joined 

the Oakland staff in September 2022 after working for the 
Bay Area Rapid Transit District (BART) for 10 months (2021-

2022). She worked for the City and County of San Francisco 
and the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 

(SFMTA) in various positions between 2012 and 2022. She 

earned a BS in construction engineering and MS in civil 
engineering from Iowa State University. Sylvester Fadal, 

who has worked as the Director of Personnel Services for the 
County of Sacramento since 2021, has been appointed 

Deputy County Executive for Administrative Services starting 
March 3. He has served as the Interim Director of General 

Services since October 2023. He is a former Chief 

Administrative Officer (CAO) for the Santa Clara Valley 
Transportation Authority (VTA). He taught as a Professor of 

Graduate Business for the University of Phoenix between 
November 1998 and December 2016. He earned a BA from 

Patten University and a master’s in organizational change 

from California State University, East Bay. He also earned a 
DBA from Argosy University. Moorpark’s Community 

Development Director, Carlene Saxton is the new Assistant 
City Manager for the City of Ventura. 

 
 

 

Part of the wind farm electricity generators in  
the Coachella Valley 

 
Carlene joined the Moorpark city staff in September 2021. 

She previously worked in the City of Palmdale. Carlene 

started in the Palmdale Planning Department as a Senior 
Planner in August 2016 after working for a private sector firm 

starting in March 2011. She earned a BA from Valparaiso 
University and an MS in development and planning from the 

University College London (UCL). Carlene is the President of 

Women Leading Government. City of Galt City Manager 
Lorenzo Hines Jr. resigned with his final day being 

February 2. He came to work as the Galt City Manager at the 
end of August 2020. Prior to joining the Galt city staff he 

served as the Assistant City Manager for the City of Pacifica 
(November 2014-August 2020). Lorenzo worked as the 

Finance Director for the City of Lynwood between 2011 and 

2014. He earned a BS in accounting from the University of 
North Carolina, Greensboro, and an MBA from the University 

of Washington. Lorenzo is an ICMA Credentialed Manager 
and a Washington State Certified Public Accountant. Galt’s 

Community Development Director Chris Erias is the new 

Interim City Manager. City of Bell City Manager Michael L. 
Antwine II previously worked as the Assistant City Manager 

for the City of Compton (October 2019-April 2022). Michael 
worked in Gardena from December 2001 until he left in 2007 

as the Assistant to the City Manager. In 2007 he joined the 

Azusa city staff as a Senior Management Analyst, and he 
became the Deputy Director of Redevelopment for Compton 

in October 2008. In May 2015, Michael joined the La Habra 
city staff as Economic Development & Housing Manager. In 

2016-2017 he worked as a Deputy Director for the Los 
Angeles Unified School District, and he was appointed 

Assistant City Manager in Novato in September 2017 before 

rejoining Compton in 2019, this time as Assistant City 
Manager. He was hired to serve as the City Manager for the 

City of Bell in April 2022, following Police Chief Carlos Islas’ 
service as Interim City Manager after veteran City Manager 

Paul Philips left the post. Michael earned a BA and MPA 

from California State University, Dominguez Hills.  
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More Pieces Picked Up: Lauren Lai is 

the new Director of Administrative 
Services and Chief Financial Officer 

for the City of Palo Alto effective 
March 11. Lauren has served as the 

Finance Director for the City of 

Milpitas. After working in auditor and finance positions in the 
private sector starting in 1996, Lauren served as the Finance 

Director for the City of Capitola from December 2004 until 
January 2009 when she became the Finance Director for the 

City of Marina. In August 2018 Lauren became the Finance 

Director in Monterey and in March 2021 she took the same 
post in Milpitas. She earned a BS from San Jose State 

University and an MPA from the University of Missouri, 
Columbia. Rachel Dimond is the City of Ventura Community 

Development Director effective February 2024. She served 
as Interim Director from November 2023 until she was 

named Director. Rachel started her public service career in 

May 2005 as a Planner for the Town of Vail, Colorado. She 
joined the Santa Monica city staff as Associate Planner in 

April 2013, and took a Senior Planner position with the City 
of West Hollywood in May 2015. In June 2022, Rachel 

became the Assistant City Manager for the City of Compton 

before joining Ventura in May 2023. Rachel earned a BA from 
The George Washington University and a Master’s in urban 

planning from New York University. Former Lynwood City 
Manager Jose Ometeotl currently works as a Managing 

Director for Classic Lake, LLC. Classic Lake is a community 
and economic development, investment, and advisory firm. 

Jose worked for Willdan from June 2012 to May 2017, before  

he joined the City of Lynwood staff as Finance Director. He 
was appointed city manager starting in May 2018. In addition 

to working in the private sector, Jose was an Economic 
Development Consultant for the City of Huntington Beach in 

2006-2008. He earned a BS from Cornell University and a 

Master’s of planning and local economic development from 
the University of Southern California (USC). 
 

Archive picture of the late Frank G. Tripepi, a “Proof  

of Life” founder Greg Korduner and Raul Romero;           

all former city managers 

 

 

Two of our favorite people 

Dale and Rita Geldert. 

 

 

 

 

Mission Viejo City Manager Dennis Wilberg is the recipient 
of the 2024 Wes McClure Award for his dedication to 

mentoring others. Dennis is the longest-tenures city manager 
among Orange County cities. He was the recipient of the 

2019 City Manager of the Year Award presented by the 
Association of California Cities, Orange County. Dennis joined 

the City of Mission Viejo city staff in 1989. He worked as the 

Public Works Director and Assistant City Manager prior to 
being selected to serve as City Manager in October 2003 

following the tenure of Mission Viejo City Manager Dan 
Joseph. Dennis earned a BS from California Polytechnic 

University, Pomona. 

 

Arcata instituted the Council / Manager  
form of government in 1958: 

 
James L. Kay 

April 17, 1958 - February 1, 1962 
 

Phillip Brown 
April 16, 1962 - July 31, 1965 

 
George Wood 

August 1965 - April 3, 1974 
 

Roger Storey                                                                                                                                                               
April 15, 1974 - July 1, 1981 

 
Rory Robinson 

December 1, 1981 - February 17, 1988 
 

Alice Harris 
March 2, 1988 - September 30, 1997 

 
Keith Breskin 

October 1, 1997 - June 30, 2000 
 

Daniel E. Hauser 
October 1, 2000 - April 30, 2006 

 
Michael Hackett 

May 15, 2006 - May 25, 2009 
 

Randal J. Mendosa 
May 25, 2009 - July 7, 2014 

 
Karen Diemer 

December 1, 2014 to present 



  

 

 

 

  City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management                                    Page | 16                                  

March 2024                                                                                        Volume No. 16 | Issue No. 14 

                           

 

Still More Pieces Picked Up: 

Watsonville Assistant City Manager 
Tamara Vides is the recipient of the 

2024 John H. Nail Memorial Award. 
She joined the  Watsonville city staff 

team about 25-years ago. She served 

as Interim City Manager starting in 
2021 when former City Manager Matt 

Huffaker left to take the Santa Cruz 
city manager position. Tamara became Deputy City Manager 

in 2018 and then elevated to Assistant City Manager in 

October 2020. Tamara is fluent in Spanish and English. 
Tamara earned an MA in recreation administration from San 

Jose State University. SHORTS: *Former Fernley, Nevada 
City Manager, Patrick Marsh is the sixth city manager in a 

little more than a year for the City of California City. *Former 
Oroville City Administrator (2010-2012) and former City 

Manager for Compton (2012-2014) and Grand Terrace 

(2015-2021), G. Harold Duffey has worked as the Oakland 
Director of Public Works since July 2021. *Former Moorpark 

Community Development Director Karen Vaughn retired in 
2021 at the age of 50 to move to Florida to be close to family. 

*Maggie Ochoa, who worked for the Lemoore police 

department for 25-years was appointed Chief of Police for 
the City of Corcoran starting in February 2024. *Bryan 

Whitemyer has served as the Oakdale City Manager since 
February 2013 after he served as the City Manager for the 

City of Hughson (2010-2013). *Susan Cline is the Santa 
Monica Assistant City Manager; and the City of Santa 

Monica’s city staffing salary levels sets the Assistant City 

Manager salary at $348,938 annually for Step 5. *Jocelyn 
Torres, Management Analyst for the City of Monrovia, 

previously worked as an Administrative Assistant for the City 
of San Marino. *Former San Marino City Manager Marcella 

Marlowe is the Interim City Manager for the City of Hidden 

Hills. *James R. ”Jim” Lewis, Atascadero City Manager 
since July 2023, earned an MPA from the Maxwell School at 

Syracuse University and a BS in public policy and 
management from the University of Southern California 

(USC). *In Vista, California, former Community 

Development Director John Conley is the City Manager 
successor to former City Manager Patrick Johnson. *Weed 

City Manager Tim Rundel previously served as City Manager 
in Claremore, Oklahoma (2010), Auburn (2014-2016), and 

Durant, Oklahoma (2016-2019) becoming the Weed City 
Manager in March 2020. *Dominic H. Choi was appointed 

by the Los Angeles Board of Police Commissioners as the ne 

Interim Chief of Police for the Los Angeles Police Department. 
*After working as Community Development Director in 

Rosemead for more than 11 years starting in June 2007, and 
Lynwood (2018-2021), Michelle Ramirez 

was appointed Community Development 

Director for the City of Torrance in 
September 2021. *La Verne community 

Development Director Eric Scherer has 
served the City of La Verne for more than 

25-years. 
 

 

 

Anthony Gonsalves of Joe A. Gonsalves & Son  

 

*Lauren Vasquez, Monrovia Assistant City Manager, is the 

recipient of the Award for the Advancement of Diverse 
Communities presented by the City Managers’ Department of 

the League of California Cities. *The California Joint Powers 

Insurance Authority (CJPIA) has named Alex Mellor as its 
new Risk Services Director. *Alison King is the new Long 

Beach Director  of Health and Human Services. *Andrea E. 
Russell  is the new Human Resources and Risk Management 

Director for the City of San Bernardino.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The picture on the left is Nadean and Bob Dickey in 

Banjul,  the capital of The Gambia in Africa.  

 

Evelyn Gonsalves, Sharon Olivito 

and Susan Simpson enjoying an 

evening together in Indian Wells. 

 

The amazing drink on the upper 

right was posted by Michael 

Touhey and Angela Thomas. It’s 

at the Dal Rae in Pico Rivera. 


