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It is that “Back to School” time of year! Please be  

safe out there and help protect young students. 
 

Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Chino Hills to Claremont  
 

Cities included in this Special August 2024 issue of 

the City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown are 

cities with names that begin with the letter “C.” The 

cities listed alphabetically, including: Chino Hills, 

Chino, Chowchilla, Chula Vista, Citrus Heights, and 

Claremont. The six cities here include city managers 

Benjamin Montgomery; Dr. Linda Reich; Rod Pruett; 

Maria V. Kachadoorian; Ash Feeney; and Adam 

Pirrie. These cities are found in the counties of San 

Bernardino, Madera, San Diego, Sacramento and 

Los Angeles.  

 
 

Please go to the Trackdown Management web page 

and sign up for a free subscription to the City Manager 

Newsletter by Trackdown. 

www.trackdownmanagement.net 
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https://nhaadvisors.com/
http://www.willdan.com
http://www.ekapr.com
https://www.tripepismith.com/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
https://cjpia.org/
https://www.chinohills.org/
https://www.cityofchino.org/
https://www.cityofchowchilla.org/
https://www.chulavistaca.gov/
https://citrusheights.net/
https://www.ci.claremont.ca.us/
http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
https://gonsalvi.com/
https://trackdownmanagement.net/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
https://www.pars.org/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
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Executive Level Posse Roster: 
 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager    

Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager 

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia 

Chuck Bryant, Past City Admin., Hawaiian Gardens  

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, West Sacramento 

 

Posse Roster: 
 

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired City Manager, Rocklin  

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager, Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon 

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Atascadero 

Donald Jeffers, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park 

Wayne Wedin, Retired City Manager, Brea 

Karen Herrera, Retired Deputy City Manager, Duarte 
 

 
 

City Manager Newsletter by 

Trackdown Management 
 

              10 Claret 

Rancho Mirage, California 92270 

                  

Cell Phone:  Jack Simpson | 562-896-5424 

Cell Phone: Susan Simpson | 310-418-1035 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. 
 

RWG delivers practical advice and solutions tailored 

to the unique needs of public entities. 

 

Working seamlessly across offices in 

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange 

County, Temecula, and the Central 

Coast. The RWG team of experts 

provides the full scope of public law 

services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from 

 listening carefully and asking the right questions. 
 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the Board of 

Trustees of the California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF). 

 

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 
 

 
 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Telephone: 949-235-0525                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 
 

Wolf & Company Inc. provides    

municipal consulting services to State and local 

    governments, and not-for-profit corporations. 
 

    Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis                     

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program  

Administration and Oversight 

Agent Services. 

 

 

 
 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
163 Limestone Road, Claremont, CA 91711 

Telephone: 949-235-0525 
 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
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Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Chino Hills to 

Claremont  
 

Chino Hills is in the southwesterly 

corner of San Bernardino County. The 

Spanish established the Mission San 

Gabriel in 1771, and the Chino Hills 

area was used for grazing their 

cattle. Chino Hills’ rolling hills 

topography kept the area rural into the 1970s. The 

city was incorporated in December 1991. The 2020 

population is 78,411 ranking 100th in California. 

Benjamin Montgomery is the Chino Hills city 

manager and Rod Hill is the Assistant City Manager. 

Cheryl Balz is the Chino Hills’ City Clerk. Christa 

Buhagiar is the Finance Director and Jonathan 

Marshall is the Community Services Director. 

Nicholas Liguori is the Community Development 

Director, and the Public Works Director is Daniel 

Bobadilla.     
 

Chino Hills City Manager Benjamin 

Montgomery began his public 

service career as an Administrative 

Analyst and Library Assistant for the 

City of Whittier in January 1991. In 

May 2000, Ben went to work for 

Torrance as an Administrative 

Analyst, and in September 2000 he took a 

Management Analyst position with the City of Brea. 

Ben joined the Chino Hills city staff in January 2006 

as the Neighborhood Services Manager. He was 

named Assistant to the City Manager in October 

2014, and he became a Deputy City Manager in 

July 2015. Ben was appointed Assistant City 

Manager in February 2017, and he was hired as the 

Chino Hills City Manager in April 2019. Ben earned a 

BA in economics and another one in psychology 

from California State University, Dominguez Hills. He 

earned an MPA from California State University, 

Long Beach, and an MBA from the University of La 

Verne. Ben served as the Board for MMASC in 2004-

2008. In 2021 he received a 30 Year ICMA Service 

Award. Ben is a member of the Rancho del Chino 

Rotary Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NHA advisors, LLC provides strategic, objective and 

financially sound advice to public agencies 

throughout California. Consistently ranked as one   

of the most active municipal advisors*, NHA   

Advisors is distinguished from the competition by 

delivering broad advisory and consulting services 

to meet the challenging and complex needs of 

public agency clients. As a fiduciary, the firm 

develops comprehensive options and strategies 

that solve for maintaining/enhancing service 

levels, capital project needs, manage and contain 

costs and risks such as rising pension costs and 

promote fiscal sustainability through prudent 

policies. 

 

Principals include  Mark Northcross,   

Eric Scriven, Mike Meyer,              

Rob Schmidt, and Leslie Bloom. 
 

Craig Hill, Managing Principal 
Financial & Policy Strategies. Delivered. 
Telephone: (415) 785-2025 x2001 

Cell: (415) 518-4130 
Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities. 

Since 1988, The Olson Company mission                                

has been to work hand-in-hand with cities to  

solve the critical shortage of urban housing  

by promoting and investing in responsible  

development that improves quality of life for  

everyone.  

 

The company has successfully 

 partnered with more than 100 cities since 1988. 

 

Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

 3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100 

Seal Beach, CA 90740 

 

mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://www.chinohills.org/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
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Jim L. Barisic, former Artesia 

 City Manager who also worked in 

Cerritos and Paramount, and is a 

Viet Nam veteran, founded 

Brandywine in 1994. 
 

Jim and two of his sons  

Brett Whitehead and David Barisic, and  

Alex Hernandez, the President of the 

Homebuilding Division, and Mario Urzua, the Chief 

Financial Officer are the Brandywine Homes 

executive team. Please check the firm’s website 

for current sales! 
 

Units are selling in Carson, La Verne,                                                  

Artesia, and Whittier. Coming Soon are 

developments in: Santa Ana,  El Monte, Artesia  

and Apartments in Riverside and Murrieta. 
 

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 
 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                      

16580 Aston Street 

Irvine, California  92606 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

 

The Independent Cities Finance Authority is an 

unaffiliated Joint Powers Authority (JPA) with the  

goal of helping communities fund critical projects. 

                                                                                          

Since its inception in 1988, ICFA has assisted  

funding more than $500 million in critical  

community projects, from hospitals to charter  

schools, public utilities, and housing. 

 

Jose Solache, ICFA President                                    

Lynwood City Council Member 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                         

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Chino Hills to Claremont  
 

Chino Hills’ Finance Director and City 

Treasurer is Christa Buhagiar worked 

for a private public accounting firm to 

begin her career. She then worked as 

the Accounting Supervisor for the City 

of Claremont. She later joined the city 

staff in Upland as the Finance 

Manager. Christa went to work as the Finance 

Director for the City  of West Covina from April 2015 

to May 2017. She joined the Chino Hills city staff as 

Finance Director in June 2017. Christa earned a BS 

and MPA from California State Polytechnic 

University, Pomona. She is a CPA. 

 

Chino Hills  City Manager Konradt Bartlam was 

appointed the 4th City Manager in Chino Hills history 

in January 2014. Rad previously served as the City 

Manager in Lodi from 2010 until 2014. He was the 

Lodi Community Development Director from 1996 to 

2005. Rad worked in the private sector from 2005 

and 2010. He began his city government career as 

a Planning Intern in Baldwin Park in 1981. He then 

worked for Glendora and Simi Valley and then as 

the Development Services Manager in Pomona. He 

also served 7 years in Brea as the City Planner. Rad 

earned a BS in urban and regional planning from 

California State Polytechnic University, Pomona. 

 

Mike Fleager was appointed city manager for the 

City of Chino Hills in February 2009. He joined the city 

staff in 1999 as the Community Services Director. 

Before coming the Chino Hills, Mike worked for the 

City of Cerritos and served as the Community Safety 

Manager.  

 

Douglas N. La Belle was the Chino Hills City Manager 

from 1995 until 2009. He currently serves as a 

member of the Board of Directors of the Orange 

County Fair & Events Center. Doug began his local 

government career in 1964 as an intern in the  

Garden Grove. He worked in La Mesa prior to 

becoming the City Administrator of Marysville. After 

returning to Garden Grove as the Director of 

Community Development, Doug moved on to  

Cerritos, and then to Huntington Beach as the 

Deputy City Manager. Doug served as City 

Manager in Signal Hill starting in 1989.  

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/
http://www.brandywinedev.com
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Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Chino Hills to Claremont  
 

Chino is in the Chino Valley in the 

western end of San Bernardino 

County, which became an 

agricultural area from the 1890s. 

The Chino area became a center 

of agriculture and dairy farming, 

providing milk products throughout the 

southwestern United States. Many of the dairy 

farmers who left Cerritos (Dairy Valley) due to rising 

land values, moved to Chino. Chino’s dairy industry 

flourished from the 1950s through the 1980s. Former 

refuse disposal experts Richard Fierro and his wife 

Mary Fierro are Chino residents. The city was 

incorporated in February 1910 and the 2020 

population is 91,403. Dr. Linda Reich is the Chino city 

manager and Jackie Melendez is the Assistant City 

Manager. Natalie Gonzaga is the City Clerk. Silvia 

Avalos is the Chino Director of Community Services, 

Parks & Recreation. The Director of Development 

Services is Warren Morelion, and Rob Burns is the 

Director of Finance. Hye Jin Lee is the Chino Director 

of Public Works. The Chief of Police is Kevin Mensen.  

  

Dr. Linda Reich, appointed the 

Chino city manager in August 

2022, served as the Chino Director 

of Community Services from 

February 2013 to September 2022 

and worked for the city for more 

than 20 years, coming to Chino in 

May 2002. Prior to Chino, Linda 

worked for the City of Culver City. She earned a BS 

in kinesiology and exercise science from Michigan 

State University, an MPA from California State 

University, Northridge, and a Doctor of Public 

Administration from the University of La Verne. Linda 

is a longtime resident of Chino. 

 
 

“We would like to get to a point in our society where 

people really are colorblind, and this message would 

not have to be told anymore. Unfortunately, we’re 

not there yet.” 
 

--Harry Connick, Jr. 

 
The Tripepi Smith team stands ready 
to help with outreach campaigns, 

video production, content writing, 

messaging, graphic work, technology 

infrastructure and websites." 

--Ryder Todd Smith, President 

 

 
 

Silvia Avalos is the City of Chino 

Director of Community Services, Parks 

& Recreation. Silvia began her public 

service career as a Social Worker for 

Child Protection Service of Los 

Angeles County in May 1999. She 

joined Chino in June 2000 as a Community Services 

Coordinator. Silvia was appointed Director in 

September 2022. She earned a BS from California 

State University, Fullerton and an MPA from 

California Baptist University.  

 

 

A modern pedestrian 

bridge in Lost Hills just  

east of Highway 5.  

 

https://www.cityofchino.org/
https://www.tripepismith.com/
https://csr.wonderful.com/articles/a-bridge-made-with-love-to-keep-pedestrians-safe
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Retired Executive Director of the California Contract Cities 

Association Sam Olivito, and John Russo, retired Irvine City 

Manager spotted at lunch in Rancho Mirage. Sam and John 

have relocated to the Coachella Valley. Here John enjoys 

some Maraca’s albondigas soup.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. Partners Matt Knabe, Marcus 

Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam Englander, 

Alex Cherin and Kellie Hawkins lead it. We pride 

ourselves on providing a unique and strategic 

perspective on a wide variety of issues. 
 

EKA provides lobbying, government affairs, public 

relations, political campaigns, and crisis 

management services for a wide variety of 

clientele. In addition, EKA provides professional 

litigation communication and expert witness 

services led by our team of strategists, lawyers, 

journalists, and media relations specialists.  

                                                          

Together, EKA has more than 100-

years of combined experience and 

a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, 

and the 88 cities within Los Angeles 

County.  

 

To contact EKA, please call 213) 741-1500 or email  

matt@ekapr.com. Matt Knabe, Managing Partner. 

 

 
Sixteen-year-old Gracie Lewis. Gracie’s 

Dad, Jim Lewis, is the Atascadero city 

manager and past President of the City 

Managers’ Department of the League  

of California Cities. A belated  

Trackdown Happy Birthday wish to 

Gracie! 

Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Chino Hills to Claremont 
 

Madera County’s City of Chowchilla 

is the site of two California 

Department of Corrections and 

Rehabilitation facilities, the Central 

California Women’s Facility and the 

Valley State Prison. The city’s name 

is an English interpretation of the indigenous 

people’s language for “chaushila,” the name for the 

people who lived in the area. The first post office at 

Chowchilla was founded in 1912. The city was 

incorporated in February 1923. The 2020 population 

of Chowchilla is 19,039. Rod Pruett is the Cit 

Administrator and Joann McClendon is the City 

Clerk. Mark E. Hamilton is the Director of Community 

and Economic Development, and Jason Rogers is 

the Director of Public Works. Kerri Williams is the 

Finance Director and Stacy Wisemer is the Deputy 

Director of Recreation and Community 

Engagement. The Fire Chief is Fred Gaumnitz and 

the Chief of Police is Jeffrey Palmer. 

mailto:matt@ekapr.com
http://www.ekapr.com/
https://www.cityofchowchilla.org/
https://cjpia.org/
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Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Chino Hills to Claremont 
 

Chowchilla City Administrator Rod 

Clifton Pruett was hired for his first city 

government position in September 

2014 when he became the Director of 

Finance for Chowchilla. Rod worked 

in public accounting starting in 2006, 

including as a member of an accounting firm in 

Clovis. Rod was appointed City Administrator 

starting in January 2020 taking over for previous City 

Administrator Brian Haddix. He earned a BS in 

business administration from California State 

University, Fresno and he obtained a CPA license 

from the California State Board of Accountancy.  

 

 

For more than 40 years PARS has provided retirement 

plans and trust solutions designed exclusively for 

public agencies. With programs like the Pension Rate 

Stabilization Program (PRSP) and the PARS OPEB Trust, 

PARS has helped over 500 clients address unfunded 

obligations and lower liabilities. The PRSP is a first-of-

its-kind program designed to provide local control 

over assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency,  

 

PARS is a leading provider of retirement programs for 

public agencies and the largest private provider of 

multiple-employer Section 115 trusts in California.  

 

Learn more at www.pars.org. To learn more, contact 

us at info@pars.org or (800) 540-6369, ext. 127; 

www.pars.org 

                                                                                      

Dennis Yu, CEBS, Executive Vice President 

(800) 540-6369 ext. 104 or dyu@pars.org 

 

Kevin O’Rourke,                                  

Senior Municipal Consultant                            

(707) 249-5356 or kevin@kolgs.com 

[Kevin is a retired city manager] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city 

government. He has developed successful  

strategies and paths to issues facing local 

government. Pat can help you, whether you are  

a City Manager looking for ways to turn your city 

around, or a developer needing assistance 

navigating the complexities of  the political  

and/or entitlement process. 

 

Pat West served as city manager in the Cities of 

Paramount and Long Beach. He is a fitness athlete. 

 

Pat West, was honored with the League of  

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for City 

Managers of Distinction. 

 

Pat has had numerous successful       

experiences with public-private 

partnerships. 

                                                 

   Telephone No. 562-331-9812 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest 

Association of its kind in the United States. 
 

Greg Kwolek, Morro Bay, President 

Jonathan Royas, Santa Paula, Vice President 

Joseph Cisneros, La Palma, Director of Finance/Treasurer 

Kristen Graham, Cypress, Director of Programming 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Justin Lovell, West County Wastewater Dist., President 

Candice Rankin Mumby, Walnut Creek, Vice President 

Anthony Valdez, Bakersfield, Finance Director/Treasurer 

 

 

http://www.pars.org/
http://www.pars.org/
mailto:dyu@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
https://www.pars.org/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
https://www.mmanc.org/
https://www.mmasc.org/
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Founded in 1986 by former City Manager 

Larry J. Kosmont, Chairman and CEO. 

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year. 
 

Kosmont Companies serves cities, counties, quasi-

government agencies, private companies,  

developers, and non-profit organizations, including 

educational institutions across California. With 

unmatched expertise in public/private transactions,  

 

Kosmont Companies helps communities thrive by 

creating sustainable projects. 
 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges, and solutions. 

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on 

approach to economic development focused 

on successful outcomes. The firm is an expert in 

economic development, real estate consulting, 

financial analysis, and redevelopment dissolution. 

 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266 

 

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 
 

   California Contract Cities Association 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Perez of Norwalk, President 

Renda Olmos of Paramount, Vice President 

Marcel Rodarte Executive Director 
 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210 

Cerritos, California 90703 

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

 
 

“Keep your face always toward the sunshine  

- and shadows will fall behind you.”--Walt Whitman 

Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Chino Hills to Claremont 
 

Chula Vista is a “near-the-U.S. 

border” San Diego County city 

founded in the early 19th century. 

Chula Vista was part of the Mexican 

Empire in 1821 and became part of 

California’s admission to the United States in 1850. 

Sweetwater Dam’s completion in 1888 allowed the 

irrigation of farmland in and around Chula Vista, 

which became the largest lemon-growing center in 

the world for a time. Chula Vista was incorporated 

in November 1911 following an incorporation 

election in October. The 2020 population of Chula 

Vista is 275,487. Maria V. Kachadoorian is the Chula 

Vista city manager, Tiffany Allen is the Assistant City 

Manager, and the two Deputy City Managers are 

Courtney Chase and Matthew Little. Kerry K. Bigelow 

is the City Clerk. Since September 2021, Sarah 

Schoen has served as the Finance Director. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed 

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.  

             

  CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 
 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law. 
 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 
 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020).  

https://chwlaw.us/ 

 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357; 213-542-5700;     

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665 or 707-986-8091 

https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.kosmont.com/
https://contractcities.org/
https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.chulavistaca.gov/
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Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Chino Hills to Claremont 
 

Maria V. Kachadoorian is the Chula 

Vista city manager. She was 

appointed in June 2020 after serving 

as the Assistant City Manager. 

Maria’s public service career began 

working for the County of San Diego. 

She joined the city of Chula Vista staff in 1998 in the 

Finance Department and worked her way up in the 

organization to Finance Director prior to advancing 

to Deputy City Manager and Assistant City 

Manager. Maria was born in Tijuana, Mexico and 

came to the United States as an infant. She earned 

a BS and an MPA from San Diego State University. 

She is also a Certified Public Accountant.  

 

 

Jason Gonsalves and  

Taylor Gonsalves of the  

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son professional 

representation firm in Sacramento. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; 

you don't need them often but when you do, they  

had better work." 
 

Anthony D. Gonsalves and two of his sons, 

Jason A. Gonsalves and Paul A. Gonsalves, are  

expert local government lobbyists. Founded in 1975 

by former Assembly Member Joe A. Gonsalves, the 

firm represents 50-plus cities and is a key player in city 

legislation. The firm works closely with the League 

 of California Cities 

 

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time Member of  

                   the CCMF Board of Trustees 
                

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

925 L Street, Suite 250 

Sacramento, California 95814 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

Fax: 916-441-5061 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
https://gonsalvi.com/
https://caseysimpson.iii.earth
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 This gym is a place where 

strength training is used for 

self-improvement. Special 

group sessions for sports 

teams, police and fire 

departments or other 

groups  may be arranged. 

 

   

 

 Raw Performance Coach/Owner, William Ha, 

CSCS is a certified strength and conditioning 

coach. 
 

Call: 714-335-4436 | 10579 

Bloomfield Avenue 

Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Chino Hills to Claremont 
Chula Vista Assistant City Manager 

Tiffany Allen joined the city staff in 

January 2002 as a Development 

Services Technician. She worked her 

way up in the organization and in 

November 2015 she took the Assistant 

Director of Development Services position, serving 

there until July 2020 when she became the Director. 

In May 2022, Tiffany was appointed Deputy City 

Manager, and she was elevated to be the Chula 

Vista Assistant City Manager in February 2023. 

Tiffiany earned a BS from the University of Oregon 

and an MPA from Walden University. 

 

Sacramento County’s City of 

Citrus Heights was incorporated in 

January 1997, making it one of 

California’s youngest cities. The 

area was bought by a developer 

in 1910 and was split into 10 acre 

lots and it was named Citrus Heights at that time. The 

2020 population is 87,583. Ashley “Ash” Feeney is the 

Citrus Heights city manager and  Amy Van is the City 

Clerk. Susan Talwar is the Administrative Service 

Director, and Casey Kempenaar is the Community 

Development Director. Regina Cave is the General 

Services Director and Meghan Huber is the 

Economic Development and Community 

Engagement Director. Alberto Preciado is the Citrus 

Heights Finance Manager. The Citrus Heights Chief 

of Police is Alex Turcotte. Jessica Andrews is the 

Event & Community Center Supervisor. 
 

 

Lou Shepard and  

Nancy Shepard 

celebrated their 

36th anniversary on 

a cruise. Nancy is  

a former Personnel 

Director in Signal 

Hill. Lou retired as 

the City of 

Commerce City 

Administrator in 

1994. He previously served as City Manager in Signal 

Hill, San Pablo and Delano. Congratulations Shepards! 

https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
https://citrusheights.net/
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Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Chino Hills to Claremont 
 

Ashley “Ash” Feeney was appointed to the Citrus 

Heights city manager position in January 2022. Prior 

to joining the Citrus Heights city staff, Ash worked as 

Assistant City Manager and Director of Community 

Development, Economic Development and 

Sustainability for the City of Davis. Ash began his 

working career in July 2003 as an Associate Planner 

for the City of Sacramento. He left Sacramento in 

2006 and worked for a couple housing development 

companies until he was hired by the City of Davis in 

2016 as Assistant Director of Community 

Development and Sustainability. He was promoted 

to Director in December 2017. In April 2018, Ash back 

to the private sector with a San Ramon housing 

developer, and he returned to the City of Davis in 

2018 as Assistant City Manager, Director of 

Community & Economic Development. He worked 

there until he was hired in Citrus Heights. Ash earned 

a BA in economics from Humboldt State University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager the 

late Robert "Bob" Hinderliter. HdL expanded and 

improved with the help of a partnership with former 

City Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s retired 

Executive Chairman.  

                     
Andy Nickerson is the President/CEO. 

Other members of the HdL team include 

Vikki Beatley, Paula Cone, Barry Foster, 

Robert Gray, Kimberly Konczak, David 

McPherson, and Bobby Young. 
 

HdL Companies provide revenue 

enhancement, technology, and consulting services. 

HdL’s team of professionals currently serves more than 

600 agencies nationwide.  
 

HdL Companies offers support services and software 

that includes sales, use and transactions taxes, 

economic development, property taxes, business 

license fees, transient occupancy tax, short-term rental 

compliance, rent control, indirect cost recovery, utility 

users tax, and cannabis regulation and taxation.  
 
 

120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                 

Brea, California                                                              

Telephone 888-861-0220 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Long Beach Heartwell Pony League is one of  the 

teams competing in the International Pony World 

Series playing in Washington County, Pennsylvania. 

This is Brian and Robyn Brown with their son Jacob, 

(our Grandson) who is an important member of 

the team. 

 

Susan Talwar has served as the 

Citrus Heights’ Administrative 

Services Director since June 2022. 

After working in the private sector 

in accounting, Susan joined the 

Citrus Heights Water District staff 

in October 2013 as Accounting 

Manager. She was appointed Director of Finance 

and Administrative Services and Treasurer for the 

District in June 2017. Susan earned a BSc in 

accounting and an MBA from DeVry University. She 

also received an advance professional certificate 

for public engagement for public policy from the 

Pepperdine University School of Public Policy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retired Norwalk City Manager Ernie Garcia and  

his wife Diane Garcia at the Eberle Winery in  

Paso Robles. 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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Koa and Lei Lei of Lakewood, where Thaddeus 

McCormack is the city manager, visiting Tow Mater  

at Disneyland in Anaheim in preparation to 

 return to school. 

 

Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Chino Hills to Claremont 
 

Claremont is in the easterly section of Los Angeles 

County. The city is home to the Claremont Colleges. 

Claremont was first mapped out by developers 

following the arrival of the transcontinental railroads 

to Southern California. It is surmised that the city is 

named for the New Hampshire city of Claremont. 

Citrus groves once dominated the northerly section 

of the city. Claremont was incorporated in 1907. The 

2020 population has been set at 37,266. The city 

manager for Claremont is Adam Pirrie, Jamie Earl is 

the Assistant City Manager and Katie Wand is 

Deputy City Manager. Shelley Desautels is the City 

Clerk. Jeremy Swan is the Director of Community 

Services, and Jeremy Starkey is the Finance Director. 

Maria Tipping is the Claremont City Engineer. The 

Community Development Director is Brad Johnson, 

and the Claremont Chief of Police is Aaron Fate.  

 

Get-togethers and reunions reinforce our common 

bonds, maintain and regenerate our friendships. 

Reconnecting with old friends and reminiscing is 

mentally therapeutic.  

Adam Pirrie began his tenure as the 

Claremont city manager in 

February 2021. Adam joined the 

Claremont city staff in September 

2003 as an Accountant. He began 

working his way up in the 

organization. Adam became the 

Accounting Supervisor in July 2005; Finance 

Manager in October 2007; and Finance Director in 

January 2011. After nearly 10 years as the Claremont 

Finance Director, Adam was appointed to the City 

Manager position in 2021 filling in following the 

resignation of City Manager Tara Schultz. He earned 

a BA from the University of California, Los Angeles 

(UCLA).  

 

Claremont has been fortunate to 

have had some very high caliber 

management professionals over 

the years. Jeffrey “Jeff” C. Parker 

(December 2005-December 2011) 

and Tony Ramos (December 2011-

December 2017) followed Glenn Southard (June 

1988- April 2005) at the city manager position. Glenn 

began his public service career as a member of the 

executive staff for Riverside in June 1974. In March 

1981 he became the Assistant to the City Manager 

for West Covina and in April 1985, Glenn took the 

Assistant City Manager position in San Juan 

Capistrano where he worked until his appointment 

as Claremont City Manager in June 1988. After 

Glenn left Claremont in 2005, he served as the Indio 

city manager until his retirement in 2010. Glenn 

earned a BA from San Diego State University and an 

MPA from California State University, Fullerton. Glenn 

is a founding member and past President of the 

California City Management Foundation (CCMF).  

 

Jeffrey “Jeff: C. Parker served as City Manager in 

Walnut (1995-2005), Claremont (2005-2011), Tustin 

(2012-2022) and CEO/President of the Laguna 

Woods Village.  

 

Tony Ramos worked in West Covina (1979-1984) and 

Walnut, where he was Assistant City Manager  from 

1990 to 2006 before joining the Claremont staff. 

 

https://www.ci.claremont.ca.us/
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Founded in 2015, MuniEnvironmental, LLC specializes in 

providing Solid Waste, Recycling, and Stormwater 

consulting services to communities, non-profits, and 

governmental agencies. 

Integrity, Diligence and Honesty are 

MuniEnvironmental’s underlying principles in providing 

ethical and impartial services. 

We came together to build an environmental firm that 

will have a positive and lasting ecological impact on 

local communities — improving the quality of life for 

future generations. 

With more than 50 years of combined experience, the 

firm has a well-rounded team of professionals that 

provides the needed expertise and disciplines to assist 

clients to meet their project goals. MuniEnvironmental, 

LLC has succeeded in implementing programs that 

have provided increased recycling rates, auditing 

services that have recovered unpaid fees, and 

regulatory compliance programs in the Solid Waste, 

Recycling and Stormwater industries. 

Jeff Duhamel: CEO/Principal Consultant 

Jeff Duhamel is a professional Solid 

Waste and Recycling consultant 

specializing in Solid Waste facility 

development and municipal 

regulatory compliance.  

In 1997 Jeff Duhamel formed Waste 

Systems Technology, Inc., a professional consulting firm 

helping local municipalities, Recycling firms and 

material recovery facility (MRF) operators meet 

Recycling and Solid Waste compliance requirements 

mandated by the State of California and local 

agencies. 

With more than two decades of experience in the 

Solid Waste industry, Jeff Duhamel has consulted to 

numerous public agencies. 

Under contract for the City of Los Angeles, Jeff 

Duhamel conducted site feasibilities studies for 

three potential Solid Waste facility locations, 

preparing preliminary site plans, traffic diagrams, 

preliminary environmental programing, and 

project recommendations.  

 

 

 

 

 

Additionally, Mr. Duhamel has provided local 

municipalities with Solid Waste consulting and 

auditing services that have recovered millions of 

dollars of unpaid fees. 

 

In 2015 Mr. Duhamel founded MuniEnvironmental, 

LLC, a professional environmental consulting firm 

specializing in Solid Waste, Recycling and 

Stormwater compliance. 

John A. Telesio: Senior Vice 

President 
 

John is a waste industry veteran and 

former owner of Consolidated 

Disposal Service (CDS) that merges 

with Republic Services.  

 
Stephen Howe: Senior 

Consultant  
 

Stephen Howe joined the firm 

January 2020. With 27 years in the 

solid waste and recycling industry 

experience.  

 

Trieu Le: Project 

Manager/Consultant 
                                                                            

Trieu joined the company in October 

2014. He plays an active role in 

helping clients both achieve and 

maintain compliance with State requirements by 

maintaining and implementing recycling and permit 

programs at the local level. He also conducts 

internal and external audits for RFPs and 

compliance.  

MuniEnvironmental has the expertise required to help 

cities meet waste disposal and recycling issues 

professionally. 

MuniEnvironmental, LLC 

                                                                                               

Post Office Box No. 12468                                              

Costa Mesa, California 92627 

Telephone:  562-432-3700    

General Inquiries Please Direct To:  

jeff@munienvironmental.com 

 

mailto:jeff@munienvironmental.com
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
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Picking Up the Pieces: Seal Beach 

City Manager Jill Ingram is 

resigning by October 31, 2024, and 

she intends to eventually retire. Jill 

served as the City Clerk for the City 

of Cypress from May 2000 until June 

2006 when she joined the staff of 

the Orange County Fire Authority 

as Clerk of the Authority. Jim 

became the Assistant to the City Manager in Seal Beach 

in October 2008. She was elevated to Assistant City 

Manager and in July 2011 she became the Seal Beach 

City Manager. Jill earned a BS and an MPA from 

California State University, Long Beach. She has served as 

an Adjunct Professor at CSULB since August 2013. San 

Dimas City Manager Chris Constantin has been hired by 

the Town of Los Gatos to replace outgoing Town 

Manager Laurel Prevetti. Chris will start his new job in 

November. He has served as the San Dimas city manager 

since January 2021. Chris continues to serve as a 

volunteer Reserve Police Lieutenant for the City of 

Hayward. Chris worked as a Senior Auditor for the City of 

San Jose from 2001 until 2010 when he became an 

Assistant City Auditor. In April 2013, Chris became the 

Assistant City Manager for the City of Chico. He earned a 

BS from San Jose State University and an MPA from the 

Maxwell School at Syracuse University. Dublin City 

Manager Linda Smith D’Ambrosio announced her plans 

to retire in October. Linda has worked for Dublin for the 

past 15-plus years, and she has served as the city 

manager for nearly five years starting her city manager 

tenure in December 2019. Linda began her career with 

the City of Dublin in 2009 as Assistant to the City Manager 

focused on economic development and public 

information. In 2013, she was named Assistant City 

Manager by former City Manager Chris Foss and 

became Dublin’s fourth City Manager following Chris’ 

retirement in 2019. California Governor Gavin Newsom 

said that he will withhold State funds from cities and 

counties that fail to clean up homeless camps in State 

public rights of way. He issued an executive order urging 

local governments to remove homeless camps and 

requiring that all tents be cleared from all State property.  

 

 

Strength and conditioning 

are important to your best life 

and your productivity on the 

job. Call Raw Performance at 

714-335-4436 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Folsom City Manager Elaine Andersen confirms that she 

will retire at the end of 2024. Elaine has worked for Folsom 

for more than 15 years, including three years as Assistant 

City Manager and 2 years as Deputy City Manager. 

Elaine worked for the City of Sacramento prior to joining 

the Folsom city staff. She earned a BA from the University 

of California, Berkeley. Lynwood Director of Public Works 

Julian Lee is the new Interim City Manager for the City of 

Lynwood. From 2012 to 2014, Julian worked as a Principal 

Engineer for the Castaic Lake Water Agency. He took the 

Utilities & Projects Manager position in the City of Norwalk 

in July 2014. A little more than 5 years later, went to South 

Pasadena as the Deputy Director of Public Works in July 

2019. Julian was appointed Director of Public Works for 

the City of Lawndale in January 2021, and in August 2022 

he became Director of Public Works in Lynwood. He 

earned a BS in environmental engineering from the 

University of California, Berkeley and an MBA from the 

University of Southern California (USC) Marshall School of 

Business. The late former Chula Vista City Manager, John 

Goss, 75, passed away on January 10, 2014. After a 

sudden illness. John served as the Chula Vista city 

manager from 1983 to 1998. John began his public 

service career as an Administrative Intern for the City of 

Phoenix, Arizona in 1962-1964. He took an Assistant 

Administrative Analyst post with the City of San Diego in 

April 1963. In July1964, John was hired to serve as the 

Assistant to the City Manager in Fremont. He became  the 

Assistant City Manager for the City of Alameda in 

December 1967. In December 1973, John was selected 

to serve as the Alameda city manager. In January 1980, 

John took the Director of General Services position for the 

City of Oakland. He left Oakland in January 1983 to start 

his city manager tenure in Chula Vista. He received his BA 

from California State University, Fresno and an MPA from 

the University of Southern California (USC). He taught at 

the graduate level at San Diego State University for 11 

years. John was the recipient of the ICMA Mark E. Keane 

Award of Excellence. John was an accomplished 

musician and enjoyed playing in a band. Tehachapi City 

Manager Greg Garrett is a newly elected member of the 

Kern Economic Development Corporation Board of 

Directors. Greg has served as the Tehachapi City 

Manager since 2009. He was the Assistant City Manager 

from 2004 to 2009. Greg was honored by the Kern Council 

of Governments with the Darrel Hildebrand Distinguished 

Leadership Award. 

https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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More Pieces Picked Up: Santa Cruz City 

Manager Matt Huffaker announced 

that the City of Santa Cruz has hired 

Santa Clara Acting Assistant City 

Manager Michelle Templeton to serve 

as the Santa Cruz Assistant City 

Manager. Michelle earned a BA in 

environmental studies from the 

University of California, Santa Cruz. She 

worked as a Program Manager for the Monterey Bay 

National Marine Sanctuary in 2002-2005. She also worked 

for the City of Watsonville prior to joining the Santa Clara 

city staff in 2020. Palm Springs City Manager Scott Stiles is 

dealing with the Universal Basic Income (UBI) program 

that previously was operated by a non-profit 

organization. The project that city funds helped to launch 

and fund in 2022 failed to operate as originally promised 

by Queer Works  Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Jacob 

Rostovsky. Questions of inappropriate spending surfaced 

last year. Jacob’s spending actions are currently the 

subject to city and county law enforcement 

investigations, including an investigation being 

conducted by the Riverside County District Attorney. 

Former Seaside City Manager Craig Malin (2015-2021) 

was appointed Interim city manager, replacing Chief of 

Police Nick Borges after City Manager Jaime M. Fontes 

was placed on paid leave after taking the city manager 

position in July 2022. The action apparently was taken 

following a performance evaluation. Jaime previously 

worked as city manager for Nogales, Arizona, as well as 

Santa Paula and Greenfield. Craig left Seaside in 2021 to 

take a position in Wisconsin. Jonathan K. Nicks is the new 

Assistant City Manager for the City of Indio. Starting in April 

2004, Jonathan went to work as a Case Manager for a 

private sector company . In July 2007 he was hired as a 

Division Manager for the City of Placentia, and he was 

promoted to Deputy Director of Community Services in 

July 2011. Jon left Placentia in September 2015 for the 

Deputy Director position for the County of Orange. In 

January 2018, he was appointed Community Services 

Director for the City of Menifee. Jon will start as the Indio 

Assistant City Manager on September 9, 2024. He earned 

a BA from California State University, Fullerton and an MPA 

from California State University, Long Beach.  
 

 

Bob Dickey is a retired  

Director of Public Works  

in South Gate. Bob also 

served as the City Manager 

in Walnut, and on the 

executive staffs in 

Rosemead and Signal Hill.  

 

 

 

SHORTS: *Karen Herrera, who previously 

worked for the City of Duarte for more than 

23 years, is an Independent Consultant 

and a Senior Client Relations Associate for 

California Consulting. *New Hidden Hills 

City Manager Claire Whitley, formerly the 

Assistant City Manager for Ormond Beach, 

Florida, started her new position July 22 

and announced her resignation three days later on July 

24. *Former Chula Vista Deputy City Manager Eric 

Crockett, after more than 20 years with the city, left his 

position in May 2024 and file a lawsuit against the city that 

tried to link his employment agreement 

provided severance to a waiver of future 

legal claims, calling the city’s demands illegal 

and unethical. *Julia Homaechevarria, a 

former Law Clerk at the Superior Court in 

Anchorage, Alaska, who earned her JD from the 

University of California, Davis, has joined the Pasadena 

office of Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley. *Consultant 

Sharon Landers, a graduate of Union University, Albany 

Law School, served as the city manager for the City of 

Carson from 2019 to 2022, and she was the Assistant City 

Manager for the City of Irvine from 2006 to 2019. *Retired 

Monterey Park city manager Ron Bow (2017-2023) served 

in the United States Air Force for more than 24 years 

(February 1981-February 2005). *Tara Hein-Phillips is the 

Executive Director of Continuing Education representing 

the USC Distinguished Leaders Program. *Former Norco 

and Rosemead city manager Jeff Allred currently serves 

as a member of the Planning Commission for the City of 

La Verne. *Retired Covina and Colton City Manager Daryl 

Parrish was recently found on the Timberline Trail on the 

slopes around Mt. Hood, Oregon, an active 

stratovolcano in the Cascade Volcanic Arc. *California 

Attorney General Rob Bonta supports the Koi Nation of 

Northern California’s lawsuit against the City of Clearlake 

regarding the processing of plans to build a 75-room 

hotel. *Trina Miller, Executive Assistant to the City 

Manager in Whittier, say of Tom Mauk, “I’m his biggest fan 

and worked for him in the late 80’s! *When John B. Wentz 

left Beverly Hills, Lyman Cozad followed him into the 

position. *Former Beverly Hills Senior Management Analyst 

(2015-2017), Kevin Kearney, who earned a Doctor of 

policy, planning and development from the University of 

Southern California (USC), has served as the City Manager 

for the City of Bradbury since May 2017. *Since retiring as 

the city manager for the City of Indio in June 2021, Mark 

Scott has served in Interim City Manager assignments in 

Lincoln, Downey, Ojai and Live Oak. *James Vega, Port 

Hueneme city manager, served as the City Manager for 

the City of Ojai from April 2019 until July 2023. *Former 

Parlier city manager Antonio Gastelum was found guilty 

with regards to a multi-million-dollar fraud scheme. *TNT 

Fireworks Vice President John Kelly earned a BBA from 

California State University, Long Beach. *Alyssa White, 

Emma Totaro, Julia Gale and Laurel Yocum have joined 

Team Tripepi Smith as Junior Business Analysts.***   


