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Larry J. Kosmont of the Kosmont Companies 

and friends with a group of Manhattan Beach 

leaders at Tapizôn, a fabulous Brazilian 

restaurant on Main Street in El Segundo, where 

Darrell George is the City Manager. Talyn 

Mirzakhanian is the Manhattan Beach Acting 

City Manager. The picture was taken at the 

Inaugural Annual MB Weekly Leaders CITY TALK 

in August. The program is a conversation series                                       

in Manhattan Beach. 

 

 

Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Clayton to Coalinga 

 

Cities included in this September 2024 issue of the 

City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown are a 

continuation of cities with names that begin with the 

letter “C.” The cities listed alphabetically in this issue 

including: Clayton, Clearlake, Cloverdale, Clovis,  

Coachella, and Coalinga. These six cities are in the 

counties of Contra Costa; Lake; Sonoma; Fresno; 

and Riverside. Monica Nino is the County 

Administrator for Contra Costa County; Susan 

Parker is the Chief Administrative Officer for Lake 

County; Maria Christina Rivera in the Sonoma 

County Administrator; Paul Nerland is the County 

Administrative Officer for Fresno County and 

Samantha Buck is Deputy County Administrative 

Officer; and Dave Rogers in the Chief Administrative 

Officer for Riverside County. 
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https://nhaadvisors.com/
http://www.willdan.com
http://www.ekapr.com
https://www.tripepismith.com/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
https://cjpia.org/
https://claytonca.gov/
https://www.clearlake.ca.us/
https://www.cloverdale.net/
https://cityofclovis.com/
https://www.coachella.org/
https://www.coalinga.com/
https://gonsalvi.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
https://www.pars.org/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
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Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Clayton to Coalinga 

 

Clayton was founded by 

Joel Henry Clayton. Joel 

and his two younger 

brothers laid out the city 

in 1857 at the foot of 

Mount Diablo in Contra Costa County. Clayton 

prospered during the coal mining boom in the area. 

The local post office was founded in 1861. The city 

was incorporated in March 1964 in an effort to 

preserve its independence from the neighboring 

city of Concord. The 2020 Clayton population is 

11,070. Adam W. Politzer was appointed Interim City 

Manager effective April 15, and an executive 

search process was considered. Stephanie 

Cabrera-Brown is the City Clerk. Prapti Aryal served 

as the Clayton Finance Director between July 2023 

and May 2024 when she took the Finance Director 

position for the City of Sonoma. 

 

Clayton Interim City Manager 

Adam W. Politzer was the Menlo 

College Assistant Baseball Coach 

from January 1996 until June 

1998. He was hired as the Softball 

Coach for the Kentfield Girls 

Softball team  and work that job 

seasonally for more than 16 years 

starting in 2003. Adam was 

appointed city manager for the City of Sausalito in 

September 2007, leaving that position in December 

2020 when he retired. He became the Fairfax Town 

Manager in July 2021. After leaving Fairfax in March 

2022, he completed an Interim City Manager 

assignment for the City of Emeryville (2022-2023) 

and as Interim Assistant City Manager for East Palo 

Alto (May 2023 to December 2023). He has done 

some management consulting, worked on a 

leadership & government study and served as a 

Business Coaching Specialist. In April 2024, he took  

the Clayton position from Chief of Police Richard 

McEachin, who worked as Acting City Manager 

following City Manager Bret Prebula’s leaving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager the 

late Robert "Bob" Hinderliter. HdL expanded and 

improved with the help of a partnership with former 

City Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s retired 

Executive Chairman.  

                     
Andy Nickerson is the President/CEO. 

Other members of the HdL team include 

Vikki Beatley, Paula Cone, Barry Foster, 

Robert Gray, Kimberly Konczak, David 

McPherson, and Bobby Young. 
 

HdL Companies provide revenue 

enhancement, technology, and consulting services. 

HdL’s team of professionals currently serves more than 

600 agencies nationwide.  
 

HdL Companies offers support services and software 

that includes sales, use and transactions taxes, 

economic development, property taxes, business 

license fees, transient occupancy tax, short-term rental 

compliance, rent control, indirect cost recovery, utility 

users tax, and cannabis regulation and taxation.  
 
 

120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                 

 

Brea, California                                                              

Telephone 888-861-0220 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retired Irvine City Manager Sean J. Joyce, daughter 

Madeline and his wife Veronica at Angel Stadium in 

Anaheim for an August Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim 

Major League Baseball game.  

 

https://claytonca.gov/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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This gym is a place where 

strength training is used 

for self-improvement. 

Special group sessions for 

sports teams, police and 

fire departments or other 

groups  may be 

arranged. 

 

   

 Raw Performance Coach/Owner, William Ha, 

CSCS is a certified strength and conditioning 

coach. 
 

Call: 714-335-4436 | 10579 

Bloomfield Avenue 

Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

 

Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Clayton to Coalinga 

 

Clearlake is named for Clear Lake, 

the lake that defines Lake County. 

Clear Lake is the largest natural 

body of fresh water in California. It 

has become a premier bass fishing 

lake. Clearlake is one of the two 

cities in Lake County. The other is 

Lakeport. The local post office opened in 1923 as 

“Konocti.” It later changed its name to Clearlake 

Highlands until the city was incorporated as the City 

of Clearlake. The city was incorporated in 

November 1980. Its 2020 population is 16,685. Alan 

Flora is the Clearlake city manager, and Melissa 

Swanson is the City Clerk and Administrative 

Services Director. Adeline Leyba is the Director of 

Public Works, and Tina Viramontes is the Recreation 

& Events Coordinator. 

 

Clearlake City Manager Alan 

Flora served as a Member of the 

Planning Commission for the 

Town of Flora, Indiana from 2004 

to 2008. In 2008 he was hired as 

an Associate Planner by the 

County of Lake, California. In 

January 2011, Alan was hired as 

a Redevelopment Analyst by 

the Lake County Redevelopment Agency. In 2012, 

Alan worked 5 months as an Analyst in the 

Administrative Office of Lake County, and starting in 

July 2012 he served as the Deputy County 

Administrative Officer. Alan left his Lake County 

employment in December 2014. Starting in January 

2015, he began his tenure as Assistant Chief 

Executive Officer for the County of Mendocino. 

Alan joined the City of Clearlake city staff in March 

2018 as the Finance Director. He was appointed 

Assistant City Manager starting in July 2018 and he 

took the City Manager position starting in March 

2019. Alan earned a BUPD from Ball State University. 

He served as a member of the Board of Directors for 

the Lakeport Fire Protection District from January 

2019 until December 2022.  

https://www.munienvironmental.com/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
https://clearlake.ca.us/
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Executive Level Posse Roster: 
 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager    

Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager 

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia 

Chuck Bryant, Past City Admin., Hawaiian Gardens  

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, West Sacramento 

 

Posse Roster: 
 

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired City Manager, Rocklin  

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager, Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon 

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Atascadero 

Donald Jeffers, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park 

Wayne Wedin, Retired City Manager, Brea 

Karen Herrera, Retired Deputy City Manager, Duarte 
 

 
 

     City Manager Newsletter by 

       Trackdown Management 
 

                       10 Claret 

      Rancho Mirage, California 92270 

 

Cell Phone:  Jack Simpson | 562-896-5424 

Cell Phone: Susan Simpson | 310-418-1035 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. 
 

RWG delivers practical advice and solutions tailored 

to the unique needs of public entities. 

 

Working seamlessly across offices in 

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange 

County, Temecula, and the Central 

Coast. The RWG team of experts 

provides the full scope of public law 

services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from 

 listening carefully and asking the right questions. 
 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the Board of 

Trustees of the California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF). 

 

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

 

The Independent Cities Finance Authority is an 

unaffiliated Joint Powers Authority (JPA) with the  

goal of helping communities fund critical projects. 

                                                                                          

Since its inception in 1988, ICFA has assisted  

funding more than $500 million in critical  

community projects, from hospitals to charter  

schools, public utilities, and housing. 

 

Jose Solache, ICFA President                                    

Lynwood City Council Member 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                         

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

https://www.rwglaw.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
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Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Clayton to Coalinga 

 

Starting in May 1993, Greg Folsom 

served as a member of the City of 

Stockton Economic Development 

Department. He left Stockton as 

Deputy Director of Economic 

Development in December 2011. 

He was the Deputy Director of 

Economic Development for the 

Riverside County Economic Development Agency 

from February 2014 to January 2015. Greg was hired 

to serve as the Clearlake City Manager starting June 

2015. He left Clearlake in March 2019 to become the 

City Manager for Suisun City. After leaving Suisun 

City, Greg began working as an Interim administrator 

for the Lake County Chamber of Commerce. Greg 

earned a BS from San Jose State University and an 

MBA from the University of Southern California (USC) 

Marshal School of Business. For 5 months in 2015, 

Greg served as a Planning Commissioner for the City 

of Menifee. 
 

 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Telephone: 949-235-0525                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 
 

Wolf & Company Inc. provides    

municipal consulting services to State and local 

    governments, and not-for-profit corporations. 
 

    Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis                     

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program  

Administration and Oversight 

Agent Services. 

 

 

 
 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
163 Limestone Road, Claremont, CA 91711 

Telephone: 949-235-0525s 

 

 

 

 

Registration for the 2024 Annual Conference is open! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; 

you don't need them often but when you do, they  

had better work." 
 

Anthony D. Gonsalves and two of his sons, 

Jason A. Gonsalves and Paul A. Gonsalves, are  

expert local government lobbyists. Founded in 1975 

by former Assembly Member Joe A. Gonsalves, the 

firm represents 50-plus cities and is a key player in city 

legislation. The firm works closely with the League 

 of California Cities 

 

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time Member of  

                   the CCMF Board of Trustees 
                

           Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

925 L Street, Suite 250 

Sacramento, California 95814 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

Fax: 916-441-5061 

 

 

Cloverdale is a Sonoma 

County city in the San 

Francisco Bay Area. 

Cloverdale began as an 

early stagecoach station at “Markleville.” In 1856, 

R.B. Markle and W.J. Miller bought the town site. The 

town was laid out after James Kleiser bought 

Markle’s interest in 1859, The San Francisco and 

North Pacific Railroad reached the town in 1872. 

Cloverdale was incorporated in February 1872. The 

2020 population of Cloverdale is 8,996.  

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://www.mmanc.org/
https://gonsalvi.com/
https://www.cloverdale.net/
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California Contract Cities Association 
 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Perez of Norwalk, President 

Renda Olmos of Paramount, Vice President 

Marcel Rodarte Executive Director 
 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210 

Cerritos, California 90703 

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Clayton to Coalinga 
 

Cloverdale’s city staff includes David J. Kelley,  the 

Cloverdale city manager, and Mike Maloney the 

City Clerk and Public Information Officer. Jason 

Ferguson is the Chief of Police, and Teresa Hegarty 

is the Cloverdale police department Community 

Service Officer. Derrick Montanye is the Director of 

Public Works. 

 

Cloverdale City Manager David J. Kelly worked for 

a Chico consultant firm starting in April 1995 before 

he went to work for the County of Colusa Local 

Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) in June 

1998. David left LAFCO in July 2001 to take a position 

with a planning and consulting firm based in Rocklin. 

He joined the Windsor town staff in 2004 as a Senior 

Management Analyst. David was promoted to 

Assistant Town Manager in August 2011, and he 

served in that post until March 2013. From March 

2013 to February 2016, he worked for Windsor as a 

Special Projects Manager. In February 2016, David 

went to work for the City of Cloverdale as Assistant 

City Manager and Community Development 

Director. He was appointed to  the Cloverdale city 

manager position in April 2018. David earned a BA 

in economics and planning from California State 

University, Chico and an MBA from Sonoma State 

University. Since July 2013, David has serve as an 

event volunteer for the Ironman Vineman Triathlon, 

which is a full-distance triathlon in the Sonoma 

Valley. This race starts in Guerneville and concludes 

in Windsor.  

 

After working as a Lead Mechanic for a 

Healdsburg vineyard for more than 8-

years, Derrick Montanye served as 

Production Systems & Facilities Manager 

for a Cupertino vineyard for nearly 10-

years. He joined the Cloverdale city staff 

in January 2023 as the Director of Public Works. He 

attended California State University, Sacramento. 

 

Stephen W. Cramer, the former Cloverdale Chief of 

Police, passed away at the age of 57 in 2019 after 

an eight-year battle with throat cancer.  

 

“A person cannot possible know what you are thinking 

unless you tell them!”  

--Tom Mauk, The Late Public Manager  

https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
https://contractcities.org/
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 Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Clayton to Coalinga 

 

Clovis is a Fresno County city. 

Established in 1890 as the town 

became a freight stop for the San 

Joaquin Valley Railroad. The 

railroad bought the land from two 

farmers and the town was named 

Clovis for Clovis Cole, one of the 

sellers. The lumber business developed in the area. 

The completion of a lumber flume in 1894 led to the 

development of lumberyards and a sawmill. Clovis 

was incorporated in February 1912. The 2020 

population is 120,124. Clovis has a western town 

known for its slogan, “Clovis—A Way of Life”. John 

Holt is the Clovis City Manager, and Andy Haussler 

is the Assistant City Manager. Briana Parra is the City 

Clerk. 

 

John Holt took over for retiring 

Clovis City Manager Luke Serpa in 

2021. John was a Financial 

Analyst with Boeing from January 

1990 to November 1994 when he 

joined the city staff in Visalia in 

December. John worked for 

Visalia until December 1999 and 

left as the Financial Service Manager. In January 

2000, John was hired as a Management Analyst by 

the City of Clovis. After serving as the City Clerk 

(1994-2000), John became the Assistant City 

Manager in April 2009. He was elevated to the Clovis 

City Manager position in December 2021. From 

September 1985 to December 2015, John served in 

the United States Navy in active duty (1985-1990) at 

Lemoore for 5 years and 25 years in the Navy 

Reserves, retiring with the rank of Captain in January 

2016. John earned an MBA from Pacific Lutheran 

University. In 2015 he received a 25-Year ICMA 

Service Award.  

 

Clovis Assistant City Manager Andy Haussler was a 

Senior Staff Analyst for Fresno County (2002-2006) 

prior to joining the Clovis city staff in July 2006. He 

worked in the Housing Program and service in 

Community & Economic Development. He became 

Assistant City Manager in December 2021.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed 

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.  

             

  CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 
 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law. 
 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 
 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020).  

https://chwlaw.us/ 
 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357; 213-542-5700; 

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665 

 

 

 

 

https://chwlaw.us/
https://cityofclovis.com/
https://chwlaw.us/
https://cjpia.org/
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Founded in 1986 by former City Manager 

Larry J. Kosmont, Chairman and CEO. 

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year. 
 

Kosmont Companies serves cities, counties, quasi-

government agencies, private companies,  

developers, and non-profit organizations, including 

educational institutions across California. With 

unmatched expertise in public/private transactions,  

 

Kosmont Companies helps communities thrive by 

creating sustainable projects. 
 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges, and solutions. 

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on 

approach to economic development focused 

on successful outcomes. The firm is an expert in 

economic development, real estate consulting, 

financial analysis, and redevelopment dissolution. 

 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266 

 

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-463 

 

 

 

 

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest 

Association of its kind in the United States. 
 

Greg Kwolek, Morro Bay, President 

Jonathan Royas, Santa Paula, Vice President 

Joseph Cisneros, La Palma, Director of 

Finance/Treasurer 

Kristen Graham, Cypress, Director of Programming 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Justin Lovell, West County Wastewater Dist., President 

Candice Rankin Mumby, Walnut Creek, Vice President 

Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Clayton to Coalinga 
 

Coachella is the community furthest east in the 

Coachella Valley. Beginning as a railroad town, 

Coachella has grown into an important agriculture 

and shipping business center. Coachella was 

originally established as “Woodspur” in 1876 when 

the Southern Pacific Railroad constructed a rail 

siding at the site. In 1901 the people of Woodspur 

voted on a new name for the community and 

selected, “Coachella.” The city of Coachella was 

incorporated in December 1946. The 2020 

population is 41,941. In the 1950s the city expanded 

in area which includes fruit groves, especially citrus 

and date palms. Dr. Gabriel Martin is the city 

manager and Risseth Lora is the Public Information 

Officer. The Economic Development Director is 

Celina Jimenez, and Gabriel Perez is the 

Development Services Director. Ruben Ramirez is 

the Controller, Castulo R. Estrada is the Utilities 

Director, and Maritza Martinez is the Public Works 

Director. 

 

 

 

 
 

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city 

government. He has developed successful  

strategies and paths to issues facing local 

government. Pat can help you, whether you are  

a City Manager looking for ways to turn your city 

around, or a developer needing assistance 

navigating the complexities of  the political  

and/or entitlement process. 

 

Pat West served as city manager in the Cities of 

Paramount and Long Beach. He is a fitness athlete. 

 

Pat West, was honored with the League of  

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for City 

Managers of Distinction. 

 

Pat has had numerous successful       

experiences with public-private 

               partnerships. 

                                                 

   Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 

 

https://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.mmanc.org/
https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.patwestllc.com/


  

 

 

 

  City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management                             Page | 9                                  
September 2024                                                                                                          Volume No. 17 | Issue No. 13 
                           

 

 

 

Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Clayton to Coalinga 
 

Dr. Gabriel D. Martin, Ph.D. is the 

current Coachella city manager. 

After working as a Student Affairs 

Officer at UC Merced, starting in 

November 2004, he served as a 

Service Representative for the 

Social Security Administration in 

Fontana. He became a Project 

Manager for the County of Riverside in 2005 and 

worked there until January 2014. In April 2014, 

Gabrieal took an Economic Development Program 

Manager position with the City of Redmond, 

Oregon. He returned to California in 2015 to take an 

Architecture and Engineering Project Manager 

position with the County of San Bernardino. Gabriel 

joined the City of Coachella staff in August 2017 as 

Economic Development Manager and he was 

promoted to Director in June 2020. He was selected 

to serve as the Coachella city manager starting in 

June 2021. Gabriel earned a BA from California 

State University, Riverside, an MPA from California 

State University, San Bernardino and a DPA from the 

University of La Verne.  

 

Risseth Lora is the City of 

Coachella Public Information 

Officer. She began her working 

career in the private sector 

starting in January 2009. She has 

worked as a Freelance Translator, 

translating English to Spanish and 

vice versa. She joined the city staff 

in Coachella in January 2022. Risseth earned an AA 

degree in apparel manufacturing management 

(2002-2004) and a BA in communications from 

California State University, Fullerton.  

 

 

“Half the world is composed of people who have 

something to say and can’t, and the other half 

who have nothing to say and keep on saying it.” 

---Robert Frost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities. 

Since 1988, The Olson Company mission                                

has been to work hand-in-hand with cities to  

solve the critical shortage of urban housing  

by promoting and investing in responsible  

development that improves quality of life for  

everyone.  

 

The company has successfully 

 partnered with more than 100 cities since 1988. 

 

Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

 3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100 

Seal Beach, CA 90740 

 

 

 

 

 

NHA advisors, LLC provides strategic, objective 

and financially sound advice to public agencies 

throughout California. Consistently ranked as one   

of the most active municipal advisors*, NHA   

Advisors is distinguished from the competition by 

delivering broad advisory and consulting services 

to meet the challenging and complex needs of 

public agency clients. As a fiduciary, the firm 

develops comprehensive options and strategies 

that solve for maintaining/enhancing service 

levels, capital project needs, manage and contain 

costs and risks such as rising pension costs and 

promote fiscal sustainability through prudent 

policies. 

 

Principals include  Mark Northcross,   

Eric Scriven, Mike Meyer,              

Rob Schmidt, and Leslie Bloom. 
 

Craig Hill, Managing Principal 
Financial & Policy Strategies. Delivered. 
Telephone: (415) 785-2025 x2001 

Cell: (415) 518-4130 
Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com 

 

mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
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Jim L. Barisic, former Artesia 

 City Manager who also worked in 

Cerritos and Paramount, and is a 

Viet Nam veteran, founded 

Brandywine in 1994. 
 

Jim and two of his sons  

Brett Whitehead and David Barisic, and  

Alex Hernandez, the President of the 

Homebuilding Division, and Mario Urzua, the Chief 

Financial Officer are the Brandywine Homes 

executive team. Please check the firm’s website 

for current sales! 
 

Units are selling in Carson, La Verne,                                                  

Artesia, and Whittier. Coming Soon are 

developments in: Santa Ana,  El Monte, Artesia  

and Apartments in Riverside and Murrieta. 
 

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 
 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                      

16580 Aston Street 

Irvine, California  92606 
 

 

 

Casey Simpson and her Dad. Casey appeared on 

national television on the Nashville Star show. She has 

performed at many Southern California venues, and 

she sang the National Anthem for the Dodgers, Lakers, 

Clippers, Sparks, Ducks, and more before moving to 

Hendersonville, Tennessee near Nashville. 

Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Clayton to Coalinga 

 

David R. Garcia, former Coachella 

city manager, retired in January 

2017. When he left, Finance Director 

Bill Pattison was appointed Interim 

City Manager. David began his 

tenure as the Coachella city 

manager in August 2010. In 2013, 

David was a candidate for the city manager 

position for the City of Stockton, but David rejected 

the proposed employment agreement. He began 

his public service career in May 1977 as a Technical 

Assistant for the North Central Texas COG. He took 

an Associate Planner job in San Antonio, Texas in 

May 1978, and he was elevated to Senior Planner in 

June 1979 and Director of Special Projects in March 

1981. David came to California in March 1989 to 

work as a Deputy Administrator of Redevelopment 

for the City of Los Angeles. In November 1990, David 

became the Deputy City Manager for Phoenix, 

Arizona and he served as City Manager for Corpus 

Christi, Texas from August 1998 and February 2003. 

He was the County Manager for Yuma County, 

Arizona from August 2003 to May 2007, when he 

returned to California to be the Chula Vista City 

Manager, where he served from June 2007 until  

September 2008. David worked for the United States 

State Department for a couple of years before 

being appointed City Manager for the City of 

Coachella. He has remained busy since his 

retirement. From January 2018 until March 2019, 

David served as the General Manager for the San 

Luis Rey Indian Water Authority. He served with the 

U.S. State Department Provincial Reconstruction 

Team in Iraq. Currently, he operates a Policy & 

Management Consultant firm in La Quinta. David 

earned a BA in economics and urban affairs from St. 

Mary’s University and an MS in architecture from The 

University of Texas, Austin. In 2015, He earned special 

certificates from the John F. Kennedy School at 

Harvard University and from the National Foreign 

Service Academy. David received a 35-Year ICMA 

Service Award.  

http://www.brandywinedev.com
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Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Clayton to Coalinga 

 

Coalinga is in Fresno County 

south of Arroyo de Cantua 

where the legendary bandito 

Joaquin Murrieta was killed in 

1853. The bandit was also 

called Robin Hood of the West, 

though his historic evidence is 

scarce. The story is that a California Ranger named 

Harry Love tracked down Murrieta and brough his 

head in for the $5,000 bounty. Coalinga was the 

1888 coaling station site of the Southern Pacific 

Railroad Company. It is surmised that the “Coaling 

Station A” signs is where the city got its name. The 

railroad signs said “Coaling A.” The first post office 

was established in 1899. The city is in the Coalinga 

oil field area primarily owned by Chevron. The city 

was incorporated in April 1906, and the 2020 

population is 17,590. Marissa Trejo is the City 

Manager and Shannon Jensen is the City Clerk and 

Executive Assistant to the City Manager. Sean 

Brewer is the Assistant City Manager in charge of 

community development and Public Works. Greg 

DuPuis is the Fire Chief and Jose Garza is the Chief 

of Police.  

 

 

The Tripepi Smith team stands ready 

to help with outreach campaigns, 

video production, content writing, 

messaging, graphic work, technology 

infrastructure and websites." 

--Ryder Todd Smith, President 

 

 

“Our colleagues can be great sources of solace and 

support in the face of public and private stresses 

associated with our jobs. Who more than our peers 

can understand the pressures we face?” 
 

--Rod Gould, Dr. Frank Benest and Jan Perkins 

 

https://coalinga.com/
https://www.coalinga.com/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=95
https://www.tripepismith.com/
https://caseysimpson.iii.earth
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For more than 40 years PARS has provided retirement 

plans and trust solutions designed exclusively for 

public agencies. With programs like the Pension Rate 

Stabilization Program (PRSP) and the PARS OPEB Trust, 

PARS has helped over 500 clients address unfunded 

obligations and lower liabilities. The PRSP is a first-of-

its-kind program designed to provide local control 

over assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency,  

 

PARS is a leading provider of retirement programs for 

public agencies and the largest private provider of 

multiple-employer Section 115 trusts in California.  

 

Learn more at www.pars.org. To learn more, contact 

us at info@pars.org or (800) 540-6369, ext. 127; 

www.pars.org 

                                                                                      

Dennis Yu, CEBS, Executive Vice President 

(800) 540-6369 ext. 104 or dyu@pars.org 

 

Kevin O’Rourke,                                  

Senior Municipal Consultant                            

(707) 249-5356 or kevin@kolgs.com 

[Kevin is a retired city manager] 

 

 
Tony Gwynn passed away in 

Poway at the age of 54. He is 

buried at the Dearborn 

Memorial Park in Poway. Tony 

played Major League Baseball 

for  20 seasons (1982-2001), all 

with the San Diego Padres. 

Tony won eight batting titles, 

which is tied for the most in 

National League history. He has 

a .338 career batting average. 

Tony was a 15-time All-Star. He 

was inducted into the Baseball 

Hall of Fame in 2007. In his 20 

years in major league baseball, 

Tony only had one game that 

he struck out 3 times. Tony was a baseball and basketball 

player at Long Beach Polytechnic High School, and at San 

Diego State University. 

 

“Proof of Life” founder, retired city manager Gregory Korduner 

is a huge sports fan. Here is a picture of Greg in San Diego. He 

was there to see the Padres play the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

Public Managers in California “C” Cities 

with Names from Clayton to Coalinga 

 

Marissa Trejo is the City Manager 

for the City of Coalinga. Marrisa 

went to work for Coalinga in 

December 2006 as a Human 

Resources Analyst. In November 

2007 she took a Human Resources 

Specialist position with the West 

Hills Community College District. 

Marrisa returned to the Coalinga city staff in 

October 2008 as the Human Resources Director. 

After working more than 7-years in that position, 

Marissa was selected to serve as the Coalinga City 

Manager starting in November 2015. Marrisa is an 

Online Adjunct Faculty member with Southern New 

Hampshire University starting in August 2014 until the 

present. From July 2011 until July 2019, Marrisa 

served as a member and Chair of the Kings County 

Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. She 

earned two MS degrees in human resources 

management from Chapman University.  

 

 

 

 

 

     Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 
strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. Partners Matt Knabe, Marcus 

Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam Englander, 

Alex Cherin and Kellie Hawkins lead it. We pride 

ourselves on providing a unique and strategic 

perspective on a wide variety of issues. 
 

EKA provides lobbying, government affairs, public 

relations, political campaigns, and crisis 

management services for a wide variety of 

clientele. In addition, EKA provides professional 

litigation communication and expert witness 

services led by our team of strategists, lawyers, 

journalists, and media relations specialists.  

                                                          

Together, EKA has more than 100-

years of combined experience and 

a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, 

and the 88 cities within Los Angeles 

County.  

 

To contact EKA, please call 213) 741-1500 or email  

matt@ekapr.com. Matt Knabe, Managing Partner. 

http://www.pars.org/
http://www.pars.org/
mailto:dyu@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
https://www.pars.org/
http://www.ekapr.com/
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Brandywine Homes is a residential homebuilder based in 

Irvine that specializes in challenging infill development. 

Founded in 1994, the family-owned and operated 

company has built or developed almost 600 homes in 21 

small- and mid-sized infill communities, revitalizing and 

improving some of Southern California’s oldest and most 

established neighborhoods. Brandywine builds homes 

that respect and complement the heritage, values and 

architectural integrity of existing neighborhoods and the 

people who live there. 

James L. Barisic, the company Founder is a 

former Artesia City Manager, beginning his local 

government career as an Administrative Intern 

in Paramount. He also worked as Assistant City 

Manager in Cerritos. Jim is a Vietnam veteran. 

 

 

"From day one, we have stayed true to our strategy, even 

though it was extremely tempting to go looking for 

targets of opportunity," says Jim Barisic. "The last time the 

market took off, many builders pursued large projects in 

outlying markets. Later, those same projects fell into 

distress, and everyone was chasing them. Both times, we 

took a hard look at our options and decided, 'Let's stick 

with what we know and do it better than anyone else.'" 

 

 

Avila Townhomes in the City of El Monte                                              

Sales Center: 3401 Meeker Avenue, El Monte, CA 91731                                    

Call 626-608-1877 

    

Solar is included for lease or purchase. LED surface-mount 

lighting throughout Rheem space saving tankless water 

heater Central heating and air conditioning with 

Programmable, night setback, digital thermostat Dual 

glazed white vinyl windows Water efficient toilets 

 

 

Brandywine Homes helps homebuyers fulfill the American 

Dream. This family-owned and operated company has 

done that for countless families. The company’s 

principals have a combined 90-plus years of land 

development and homebuilding experience, ensuring 

that every Brandywine home and community is classic, 

charming, and crafted to stand the test of time. 

Brandywine's deep and diversified experience 

encompasses all aspects of residential development 

including:  
• Land acquisition 

• Financial analysis 

• Project feasibility studies 

• Government processing and 

entitlement 

• Project planning and 

engineering 

• Architecture and design 

• Sales and marketing 

Brandywine Homes principals and employees have the 

tools, knowledge, and resources necessary to build 

exceptional homes and communities that add lasting 

value to cities. From inspired townhomes in urban infill 

areas to luxurious suburban single-family and semi-

custom estate-sized homes, Brandywine’s residential 

developments appeal to a wide array of lifestyle needs.  

Brett Whitehead is Principal and CEO of 

Irvine-based Brandywine Homes.     

 

 

David Barisic, Principal                            

Sales and Marketing 

                                                                           

 

Alex Hernandez, President,                    

Homebuilding Division 

 

 

Brandywine Homes                                                         
16580 Aston Street                                                    

Irvine, California  92606-4805                                            

Telephone: (949) 296-2400 

 

 

 

http://www.brandywinedev.com/brandywine/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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Picking Up the Pieces: Consuelo 

“Connie” Cardenas went from Finance 

Director to become the Administrative 

Services Director and City Treasurer for 

the City of Calistoga, while another 

Connie Cardenas serves as the 

Administrative Services Director for the 

City of Jurupa Valley. After working for 

the County of Riverside for 11 years 

and as a Fiscal Analyst for the Western Riverside Council 

of Governments, she joined the Jurupa Valley city staff as 

an Accountant. Connie was appointed Deputy 

Administrative Services Director and then Administrative 

Services Director in 2018. She earned an AS from Riverside 

City College, and a BS and an MPA from California State 

University, San Bernardino. Volunteer Fire Chief Ryan 

Smith is the new City Manager for the City of Taft. Ryan is 

the first full-time city manager since City Manager William 

Linn left the position in October 2023. Ryan is the fourth 

person to serve as city manager since early 2023. Ryan 

served as an Electronics Technician for the United States 

Coast Guard. He earned a Fire Science degree from Del 

Mar College and a BASc in Fire Services Administration 

from Columbia Southern University. Henry M. Tingle 

served as the City Manager for Citrus Heights from 

October 1999 until his retirement in September 2016. 

Henry began his career in April 1977, when he became a 

Plant Operator for the East Bay Municipal Utility District. In 

1982, Henry took the Wastewater Superintendent position 

for the City of Richmond. After working a couple of years 

for San Francisco (1988-1990), he became the Assistant 

Director of Public Works in April 1990. In January 1995 he 

was appointed the Richmond Deputy City Manager. In 

September 1998, Henry began his Citrus Heights tenure as 

the General Services Director. In 2013, Henry received a 

35-year ICMA Service Award. Santa Ana Acting City 

Manager Alvaro Nuñez since March 2024, is the new 

Santa Ana city manager. He became the Code 

Enforcement Manager in January 2017. In August 2021, 

Alvaro became Santa Ana Assistant Director of Planning 

& Building Agency. He joined the Santa Ana city staff in 

1993. He is a past President of the Santa Ana 

Management Association (SAMA). Alvaro earned a BA 

from the University of California, Irvine. He is in a Master’s 

program at California State University, Long Beach. 

Carlsbad City Manager Scott Chadwick served with U. S. 

Army Intelligence for 8 years starting in 1989. He worked 

as a Business Representative for AFSCME beginning in 

September 1997 where he represented union members 

while dealing with city management officials. In 2004, 

Scott became a Labor Relations Officer for the City of 

San Diego, and he worked his way up in the organization. 

He was named San Diego’s Chief Operating Officer in 

October 2013. Scott joined the Carlsbad city staff in 

February 2018 as Chief Operations Officer and he was 

appointed City Manager in August 2018. He earned a BA 

from Purdue University. 

 

Letters and Notes from Readers: 
 

Jeff Kinsell passed away. A memorial was held last Friday 

(August 16). It was really a nice service. He is survived by 

a daughter  and 4 grandkids.  

---Pam Newcomb 

 

[Jeff Kinsell, along with Pam Newcomb and Manny De 

Dios, were the principals at Kinsell, Newcomb & De Dios, 

Inc. The firm was a broad-based, investment banking firm 

that provided underwriting and financial advisory 

services to municipalities and other government entities.] 

Enjoyed the August 2024 issue. Your quick blurb about 

the Cerritos air crash brought back memories. We were 

camping with friends in Sequoia when it happened. We 

drove by the area as close as we could when we 

returned, and it was pretty sad to see. Can’t believe it 

was so long ago.  

Also, thank you for the Chicago photo plug with the 

Ernie Banks statue, and the other photo with Lisa 

Hughes. Vickie and I want to return to Chicago. There 

are some things we missed on our visit.                                                                                      

---Gonzalo Vazquez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep your eyes open and “caution” on as Rattle 

Snakes are out and about. This one was captured in 

Cameron Park, El Dorado County, Northern California. 

 

 

 

This is seven-year-old, 

would be pilot,            

Presley Guarino just before 

take-off from the Palm 

Springs Airport on a flight 

that would eventually take 

her back home to 

Nashville, Tennessee. 
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SHORTS: *Rancho Palos Verdes City 

Manager Ara Mihranian and the city 

staff have been dealing with a landslide 

movement that is moving 88 times faster 

than in October 2022 and has expanded 

to 680 acres. *Dana Ayers was the 

Director of Community Development 

Department for the City of Clayton from 

September 2021 to June 2024 when she was hired by a 

consulting firm. *Carlsbad City Manager Scott Chadwick 

is dealing with a new local ordinance that is the first in 

San Diego County to expressly prohibit smoking and 

vaping of cannabis and nicotine products inside all local 

multifamily residential buildings. *Stockton City Manager 

Harry Black was rewarded for his good work with an 

employment agreement renewal and an 8% yearly 

salary increase. *Courtney Padgett, the Assistant City 

Manager for the City of Burbank, worked as a Revenue 

Specialist Supervisor for the State of Florida in 1999-2000. 

*Wade McKinney, retired Indian Wells city manager, who 

also served as city manager in Atascadero and Shafter, 

and was a longtime President of the Board of Trustees for 

the California City Management Foundation (CCMF), is 

moving to Missouri to be close to family. *Former South 

Gate and Fort Bragg City Manager, and the League of 

California Cities’ Southern California Director (2000-2003), 

Gary Milliman is the current City Manager of Talent, 

Oregon since January 2024. *Retired Los Gatos Town 

Manager Greg Larson who served as the Interim City 

Manager for the City of Cupertino in 2021, successfully 

joins the Trustees of the Santa Cruz County Board of 

Education starting in August 2024. *Robert C. Lindsey, 

retired from the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 

was hired to serve as the La Puente city manager in 

October 2018. *Maria Teresita Maturan Anson, who goes 

by “Tess,” is the Finance Manager for the City of 

Rosemead and works with Director of Finance Bryan 

Ortega Chua, who joined the Rosemead city staff after 

working as the Budget Manager for the City of Fairfield. 

*Cloverdale City Manager David J. Kelley earned an 

MBA from Sonoma State University. *La Cañada Flintridge 

City Manager Dr. Daniel Jordan (June 2023-present) 

previously worked as the City Manager for the City of 

Duarte (March 2020-May 2023). *Former City of Clayton 

Finance Director (July 2023-May 2024) Prapti Aryal, is the 

new City of Sonoma Finance Director starting in May 

2024. *Ryan Smoot, who replaced retired Bellflower City 

Manager Jeff Stewart in 2023, is a former Assistant to the 

City Manager for the City of Villa Park and served as the 

Lomita City Manager starting in 2016. *When Lou Shepard 

was appointed Delano city manager in 1964 his salary 

was set at $11,000 per year. *Sean Grayson, a former City 

of Rialto Fire Chief, has been the City Manager for the 

City of Nevada City since February 2022. *Enrique C. 

Zaldivar, a former Director and General Manager of the 

LA Sanitation and Environment (LASAN) Agency of the 

City of Los Angeles, was appointed Chief Executive/City 

Manager for the City of Baldwin Park in June 2021.  

2025 Winter Seminar 

February 20-25 

Mar Monte Hotel, Santa Barbara 
https://www.icacities.org/2025-winter-seminar/ 

 

*Nicole Almaguer has served as the Albany city manager 

since November 2017. *Santa Cruz is considering a 

November ballot measure that would levy a tax on the 

sale of sweetened beverages to help fund parks and 

public health actions. *Ken Farfsing retired as the Signal 

Hill city manager in June 2015 and served as the city 

manager for the City of Carson starting in 2017. *Michael 

Doss, who was appointed Milford, Ohio in 2016 and 

resigned this month, was charged with trying to solicit sex 

from someone he believed was 15-years old. *Starting in 

March 2024, Samuel Gonzalez became the twenty-third 

Chief of Police in the history of the City of La Verne. 

“Mamba Mentality: Is not just about basketball; it’s a 

philosophy for life. It’s about pushing yourself beyond 

your limits, embracing challenges, and striving for 

excellence in everything you do.” --Kobe Bryant 

*Gerard Goedhart, a former member of the Signal Hill City 

Council and former Los Alamitos Assistant City Manager, 

is an alumnus of Valley Christian High School in Cerritos. 

*University of La Verne alumnus, Troy Butzlaff, former City 

Manager for Azusa (2015-2017) and City Administrator of 

Placentia (2008-2015), and former Assistant City Manager 

for Indian Wells (1996-2002) and Palm Springs (2002-2008), 

is the Interim City Manager for the City of Carey, Idaho. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

An archive picture of “Proof of Life” lunch program 

participants: Gary Sloan, Doug Dunlap, Julio Fuentes 

and Tom Robinson. Next POL lunch is September 19. 

RSVP to jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

https://www.icacities.org/2025-winter-seminar/
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
https://www.icacities.org/2025-winter-seminar/

