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California Public Managers in “D” Cities
from Daly City to Del Mar

Cities included in this November 2024 issue of the
City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown are the first
of California incorporated cities with names that
begin with the letter “D.” The cities listed
alphabetically in thisissue including: Daly City, Dana
Point, Danville, Del Rey Oaks, Davis, Delano, and Del
Mar. These seven (7) cities are found in the counties
of San Mateo, Orange, Contra Costa, Monterey,
Yolo, Kern and San Diego.

. " . Please take a moment and subscribe
Charles G. “Guy” Huffaker, who was a longfime to receive for free all issues of the
Porterville city manager, put a check on his Bucket List .
when he attended Game 2 of the 2024 MLB World Series City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown

at Dodger Stadium to see his Dodgers take game-2, 4-2, www.trackdownmanagement.net
to lead in the Series with the New York Yankees 2 games
to none. Guy is a past member of the CCMF Board.
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California Public Managers in “D” Cities
from Daly City to Del Mar

Daly City is in San Mateo County
named for landowner and
businessman John Donald Daly.
Following independence from
Spain large ranchos covered the
area. At the conclusion of the
Mexican American War many farms and ranches
were established. Several families left the area as
increase in the fog density killed grain and potato
crops. Local farms switched to dairy and cattle
farming. Daly City was incorporated in March 1911.
The 2020 population is 104,901. Thomas J. Piccolotti
is the city manager for Daly City and Leilani Ramos
is the Assistant to the City Manager. K. Annette
Hipona is the City Clerk. The Daly City Director of
Economic and Community Development is Tatum
Mothershead, and Tim Nevin is the Director of
Finance and Administrative Services. The Director of
Public Works is Richard Chiu Jr. and Denise Brown is
the Director of Recreation Services.
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Tribute o Wade McKinney, the “ Deer man,” who has
relocated to Missouri and celebrated his birthday
on October 28. Retired city manager Wade was a

longtime President of the Board for the
California City Management Foundation (CCMF).

RICHARDS WATSON GERSHON

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal
profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking
reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel.
RWG delivers practical advice and solutions tailored
to the unique needs of public entifies.

Working seamlessly across offices in
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange
County, Temecula, and the Central
Coast. The RWG team of experts
provides the full scope of public law
services. Practical advice and well-
analyzed solutions come from
listening carefully and asking the right questions.

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the Board of
Trustees of the California City Management
Foundation (CCMF).

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484

QOVEENMENT ADVOCARY
& PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading
strategic communications and public affairs firms in
Southern California. The Founding Partner is Harvey
Englander, and Partners include Matt Knabe, Marcus
Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam Englander,
Alex Cherin and Kellie Hawkins lead it. We pride
ourselves on providing a unique and strategic
perspective on a wide variety of issues.

EKA provides lobbying, government affairs, public
relations, political campaigns, and crisis
management services for a wide variety of clientele.
In addition, EKA provides professional litigation
communication and expert witness services led by
our team of strategists, lawyers, journalists, and media
relations specialists.

Together, EKA has more than 100-
years of combined experience and
a multitude of relationships within the
City & County of Los Angeles, and
the 88 cities within Los Angeles

: ; County. Matt Knabe graduated from
Pepperdlne Unlver5|’ry He was a four-year member of
the Pepperdine University Men's Golf Team.

To contact EKA, please call 213) 741-1500 or email
matt@ekapr.com. Matt Knabe, Managing Partner.

“Never apologize for being patriotfic.”
—The Late Country Music Artist Toby Keith


mailto:matt@ekapr.com
https://www.dalycity.org/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
http://www.ekapr.com/
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p A R S PUBLIC AGENCY
= RETIREMENT SERVICES

For more than 40 years PARS has provided retirement
plans and frust solutions designed exclusively for
public agencies. With programs like the Pension Rate
Stabilization Program (PRSP) and the PARS OPEB Trust,
PARS has helped over 500 clients address unfunded
obligations and lower liabilities. The PRSP is a first-of-its-
kind program designed to provide local control over
assets and potential for greater return than the
general fund. With innovative retirement solutions
failored to the unique needs of each agency,

PARS is a leading provider of retirement programs for
public agencies and the largest private provider of
mulfiple-employer Section 115 trusts in California.

Learn more at www.pars.org. To learn more, contact
us at info@pars.org or (800) 540-6369, ext. 127;

WWW.PArs.org

Dennis Yu, CEBS, Executive Vice President

(800) 540-6369 ext. 104 or dyu@pars.org

[Dennis has been with PARS since October 2007. He
earned a BA from the University of California, Irvine,
and an MBA from the University of California, Los
Angeles ( ).]

Kevin O’Rourke,

Senior Municipal Consultant

(707) 249-5356 or kevin@kolgs.com
[Kevin is a retired city manager.]

This is Clear Lake in Lake County, California taken on
October 25, 2014. The incorporated cities of Clearlake
and Lakeport are the only two cities in the county.

California Public Managers in “D” Cities
from Daly City to Del Mar

Thomas J. Piccolotti, a former football
player and General Manager of the
Pacifica Islanders football team,
joined the Daly City staff in December
2000 after working for the City of
Pacifica as Assistant Superintendent
of operation, maintenance, and
capital improvement. He was appointed city
manager for Daly City in January 2023 after serving
as the Director of Water and Wastewater Resources
starting in October 2017. Tom was elected to the
Board of Directors of North Coast County Water
District for the first time in 1994 and he was reelected
for six subsequent terms, serving until 2022. Tom
earned an AA degree from Skyline College and a
BS in Quality Systems Management, Quality
Management from the National Graduate School
of Quality Management (NGS).

Joe A. Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes;
you don't need them often but when you do, they
had better work."

Anthony D. Gonsalves and two of his sons,
Jason A. Gonsalves and Paul A. Gonsalves, are
expert local government lobbyists.

Founded in 1975 by former Assembly Member Joe
A. Gonsalves, the firm represents 50-plus cities and is
a key player in city legislation. The firm works closely

with the League of California Cities

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time
Member of the California City
Management Foundation (CCMF)
Board of Trustees,

K Y

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son
925 L Street, Suite 250
Sacramento, California 95814
Telephone No. 916-441-0597
Fax: 916-441-5061



http://www.pars.org/
http://www.pars.org/
mailto:dyu@pars.org
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https://www.pars.org/
https://gonsalvi.com/
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Executive Level Posse Roster:

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco

Kevin O'Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager
Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW
Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California
Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son
Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder
John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento
John Russo, Refired City Manager; SynchroniCITY
Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair
Mark Scott, Retired City Manager

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills
Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia
Chuck Bryant, Past City Admin., Hawaiian Gardens
Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, West Sacramento

NDEPENDENT CITIES

FINANCE AUTHORITY

Debbie Smith, Executive Director

The Independent Cities Finance Authority is an
unaffiliated Joint Powers Authority (JPA) with the
goal of helping communities fund critical projects.

Since its inception in 1988, ICFA has assisted
funding more than $500 million in criticall
community projects, from hospitals to charter
schools, public utilities, and housing.

Jose Solache, ICFA President
Lynwood City Council Member

Independent Cities Finance Authority
Post Office Box No. 6740
Lancaster, California 93539-6740
Telephone No. 877-906-0941

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired City Manager

Posse Roster:

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired City Manager, Rocklin

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village
Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies
Cynthia Kuriz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager, Lake Elsinore
Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View
Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon
Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Atascadero

Donald Jeffers, Retfired City Manager, Huntington Park
Wayne Wedin, Retired City Manager, Brea

Karen Herrera, Retired Deputy City Manager, Duarte

City Manager Newsletter by
Trackdown Management

Trackdown
Management

10 Claret
Rancho Mirage, California 92270

Cell Phone: Jack Simpson | 562-896-5424
Cell Phone: Susan Simpson | 310-418-1035

‘) MuniFnvironmental

< Professional Consultants

PRESERVE OUR ENVIRONMENT.
STRENGTHEN OUR CITIES.

MuniEnvironmental's experienced professionals provide
solid waste and recycling expertise that helps cities and
other government agencies:

* Review, analyze and optimize rates and expenses

* Audit contract service providers

* Comply with regulatory requirements

* Implement commercial, organics and construction &
demolition recycling programs

Jeff Duhamel, CEO/Principal Consultant

562-432-3700 jeff@amunienvironmental.com
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http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
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California Public Managers in “D” Cities
from Daly City to Del Mar

Dana Point is a beautiful coastal city
in Orange County. It is near Doheny
State Beach and has an Ocean
Institute Museum located there on
Dana Point Harbor. The city s
nomed for the author Richard Henry Dana Jr., who
wrote the classic Two Years Before the Mast. Dana
Point became a popular port for ships in the hide
trade. The trading enterprise reached a peak in the
1830s and 1840s. The author visited the area in 1835
while serving aboard the sailing ship Pilgrim on her
voyage along the California coast. Dana Point
Harbor was built in the 1960s and dedicated in July
1971. The City of Dana Point was incorporated in
January 1989. The city's 2020 population is 33,107.
Michael Killebrew is the City Manager and Shayna
Sharke is the City Clerk. Sea Shelton is the
Administrative Services Director and Kelly Reenders
in Assistant City Manager & Economic Development
Director.

U & Gonpany She

Former City Administrator
Wesley Wolf, Founder
Telephone: 949-235-0525
FAX: 213-741-0519

Wolf & Company Inc. provides municipal
consulfing services to State and locall
governments, and not-for-profit corporations.

Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis
on: Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program
Administration and Oversight
Agent Services.

Wolf & Company Inc.
163 Limestone Road, Claremont, CA 91711
Telephone: 949-235-0525

Special District of

OSSIMOO/ i

RECRUITMENT FOR
GENERAL MANAGER

Rossmoor is a residential community comprised of approximately 3,500 single-
family homes with small pockets of apartments and condominiums; the 2020
census reported 10,625 residents. The Rossmoor Village Square center is also
located within the boundaries of Rossmoor. Homes within Rossmoor are high-end
and well maintained with many having been renovated or rebuilt. The community
is served by the Los Alamitos School District, which is looked upon as a highly
desirable asset. There are four elementary schools located within Rossmoor. The
community is surrounded by the cifies of Long Beach, Los Alamitos, and Seal
Beach, which offer an abundance of retail shopping, health care facilities,
recreational and cultural venues, as well as proximity to Southern California
amusement parks, beaches, and waterways.

This is a non-PERS agency position which does not offer a retirement plan and thus,
is not subject to the employment conditions of a PERS retiree. The position is an
exempt (full-time) position of a minimum of 40 hours per week. Salary and benefits
are negotiable commensurate with experience. Information about the District is
available at https://www.rossmoor-csd.org/. The District website includes the
District policies including the responsibilities of the General Manager and the
Board of Directors. Policy+Handbook+2023.pdf (rossmoor-csd.org)

QUALIFICATIONS The successful candidate will have a minimum of five years of
experience in a leadership position in a governmental agency, preferably in local
government. Experience in reporting fo an elected body is required. A degree in
public administration, political science or another relevant major is required. A
Master's Degree is desirable. The applicant must be able to effectively lead a
small staff and have the ability to navigate duties and disciplines not specifically
assigned to staff with a hands-on approach.

APPLICATION PROCESS Individuals interested in the position shall submit a
comprehensive resume of relevant experience that includes a minimum of three
references, and cover letter fo Joe Mendoza at jmendoza@rossmoor-csd.org.The
deadline for submittal is by 5 p.m. on November 15, 2024. Successful candidates
will be notified by the District about the next phase of the selection process. If you
require additional information or have questions, please contact Joe Mendoza at
(562) 430- 3707, extension 3.

SELECTION PROCESS Resumes will be vetted by the current General Manager who
will submit a list of qualified applicants for review by the RCSD Board of Directors.
The Board will determine the final list of candidates and invite them for an
interview. Each candidate may be asked to make a presentation to the Board in
an open session meeting of the RCSD. The candidate selected by the Board will
have an opportunity fo negotiate an employment agreement defining the terms
and conditions of employment. THE ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER FOR ALL PROTECTED CLASSES.

Rossmoor Community Services District 3001 Blume Drive Rossmoor, CA 90720
Telephone No. (562) 430-3707

Dana Point City Manager Michael A. Killebrew
became the Assistant City Manager in Dana Point
in September 2007. Mike served as the city’s
Assistant  City  Manager and Director  of
Administrative Services for more than a dozen years.
He became City Manager in October 2020. Prior to
coming to Dana Point, he worked as the CEO and
auditor for Long Beach. Mike became a member of
the International City-County  Management
Association (ICMA) in 2020. He has been a Dana
Point resident for nearly 25 years.


https://www.rossmoor-csd.org/
mailto:jmendoza@rossmoor-csd.org
https://www.danapoint.org/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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The Olson Company is a premier California
builder of affordable new home communities.
Since 1988, The Olson Company mission
has been to work hand-in-hand with cities to
solve the critical shortage of urban housing
by promoting and investing in responsible
development that improves quality of life for
everyone.

The company has successfully
partnered with more than 100 cifies since 1988.

Todd Olson
President of Community Development
Telephone: 562-370-2209

The Olson Company
562-370-2259
562-430-4413 Fax
3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100
Seal Beach, CA 920740

CALIFORNIA
P -1 - A

Providing innovative risk
management solutions for its
public agency partners for more
than 45 years, the California Joint
Powers insurance Authority

{California JPIA) is one of the Alexander Smith
largest municipal self-insurance Chief Executive
pools in the state, with more than Officer

125 member cities and other

governmental agencies. Members actively
participate in shaping the organization to provide
important coverage for their operations. The
California JPIA provides innovative risk management
solutions through a comprehensive portfolio of
programs and services, including liability, workers’
compensation, poliution, property, and earthquake
coverage, as well as extensive training and loss
control services.

California Joint Powers Insurance Autherity

cjpia.org | info@cjpia.org | (562) 467-8700

California Public Managers in “D” Cities
from Daly City to Del Mar

Danville is a town in the San Ramon
Valley in Confra Costa County,
California. The fown is often
referred to as the “Heart of the San
Ramon Valley.” The area grew as
a farming community. It switched
from wheat to fruits and nuts following the building
of the Southern Pacific Railroad spur in 1821. The
Danville Post Office opened in 1860. Residential
development began in 1947. The town was
incorporated in July 1982. Since 2018, for five
consecutive years, the Town of Danville has been
named “The safest town in California.” Joe
Calabrigo is the Town Manager and Tai Williams is
the Assistant Town Manager. Marie Sunseri is the City
Clerk. Lani Ha is the Danville Finance Director and
Town Treasurer. Diane Friedmann is the
Development Services Director.

DANVILLE

CALIFORNIA

Since 1993, the Danville Town Manager has been
Joe Calabrigo. Joe joined the Danville town staff in
September 1985 as the Planning Director. He was
promoted to Assistant Town Manager in June 1990
and he was hired to serve as the Danville Town
Manager in April 1993. He is the longest serving city
manager in the East Bay. In 2020 Joe received a 35-
Year ICMA Service Award. He earned a BA from the
University of California, Berkeley.

Tai Williams is the Assistant Town Manager for the
Town of Danville worked for the Contra Costa
County and Hayward Redevelopment Agencies
from December 1999 to July 2001, when he took the
Transportation Manager position with the Town of
Danville. Tai worked as the Director of Transportation
and Economic Development (2005-2012), the
Director of Community Development and
Information Technology (2012-2015) and then
Administrative Services Director (2015-2017). She
was appointed Assistant Town Manager in July 2017.
Tai earned a BS from California Polytechnic State
University, San Luis Obispo, and an MBA from Saint
Mary’s College of California.


https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://cjpia.org/
https://www.danville.ca.gov/

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management Page | 7

November, 2024 Volume No. 17 | Issue No. 17

California Public Managers in “D” Cities
from Daly City to Del Mar

Del Rey Oaks is found in Monterey Al

County near the City of Seaside. 12000 LOS amoﬂ
Prior to its incorporation, Del Rey
Qaks was known as Del Rey Woods.
The Del Rey Oaks post office
opened in 1968. The city was
incorporated in September 1953. Its 2020 population
is 1,592. Del Rey Oaks is a member agency of the
Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments.
John Guertin is the Del Rey Oaks city manager, and
Karen Minami is the City Clerk.

7 John Guertin has held positions with
the City of Monterey, and the
Counties of Monterey and San LN (7
Benito. He started his public service CNASRE el A e

career as a Grants & Governmental 3 i nﬂﬁ}maﬁ Ty

Affairs Manager in November 2002 _ B ;’i: *;%i" N

for Monterey. He worked as a Principal There are still wide- open spaces in Californial Here isa
Administrative  Analyst for Monterey County, view of part of the Coachella Valley on a clear day.

Executive Director of the Monterey County Sheriff's
Office Administration Bureau, and Acting Deputy
Director of the Monterey County Resources

Management Agency. John moved to the Resource @ Pat WeSt

Management Agency Director position for San

F—

Benito County in August 2017. After a private sector Pat West served nearly 40-years in city
position, John joined the Del Rey Oaks city staff as government. He has developed successful
City Manager in July 2021. John earned a BA in strategies and paths to issues facing local

government. Pat can help you, whether you are
a City Manager looking for ways to furn your
city around, or a developer needing assistance

M MASC navigating the complexities of the political
l and/or entitlement process.

English from Pepperdine University.

Greg Kwolek, Morro Bay, President Pat West served as city manager in the Cities of
633 E. Cabrillo Bivd., Santa Barbara, CA 93103 Paramount and Long Beach. He is a fitness
Both MMASC & MMANC support ICMA’s educational, athlete.

diversity, equity and inclusion efforts.
Vel equity neist Pat West, was honored with the League of

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for

m m m d n c City Managers of Distinction.

Municipal Management Association of Northern California

Pat has had numerous successful

Justin Lovell, President experiences with public-private
West County Wastewater District partnerships.
3620 American River Drive, Suite 230, Telephone No. 562-331-9812

Sacramento, CA 95864



https://www.delreyoaks.org/
https://www.mmasc.org/353/Annual-Conference
https://www.mmanc.org/events/annual-conference/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
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California Public Managers in “D” Cities
from Daly City to Del Mar

Davis is one of California’s “college
towns,” as the home of the University
aViS of California, Davis, open to students
Founded in 1986 by former City Manager CALIFORNIA in 1908. Davis became a depot for

Larry J. Kosmont, Chairman and CEO. the Southern Pacific Railroad in 1868,
2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year. when it was called Davisville for

Jerome C. Davis, one of the large farm owners in the

kos‘on

conpanies
siace 1986

Kosmont Companies serves cities, counties, quasi-

government agencies, private companies, area. The Davisville post office shortened the town's
developers, and non-profit organizations, including name fo “Davis” in 1907. The City of Davis was
educational institutions across California. With incorporated in March 1917. The 2020 population is
unmatched expertise in public/private transactions, 66,850. Michael Webb is the City Manager and Zoe

Mirabile is the City Clerk. Kelly Stachowicz is the
Assistant  City Manager. Sherri Metzker is the
Community Development Director, and Katie

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of
evolving frends, challenges, and solutions.
A transactional firm that takes a hands-on

approach fo economic development focused Yancey is.fhe Econom.ic Developmen’r Director.

on successful outcomes. Elena Adair is the Davis Finance Director; Janet

The firm is an expert in economic development, real Chaney is the Community Services Manager and
estate consulting, financial analysis, and Barbara Archer is the Public Information Officer.

redevelopment dissolution.

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., No. 382,
Manhattan Beach, California 90266

HdI®

Companies
Headquarters — El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 20245
Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-46

s

WHAT WE DO

Simplify
C;n'n.pll\'atnc? Iicensgng, tax and fee Th rive With
administration made easy. Bettel' Data

Founded by Ci L,' Managers for QL,'

This gym is a place where

strength training is used for self- )
improvement. Special group
sessions for sports feams, police Boost

i Maximize revenue with
Ond ﬂre depOrfmenTS or ther comprehensive solutions including BOLEIHTIE(E Y
groups may be arra nged_ discovery, recovery, and economic ata and resources.

development.

Raw Performance Coach/Owner, SINCE MORETTHAN RECVERED
William Ha, CSCS is a cerfified strength and 1983 800 $3B
conditioning coach. CLIENTS REVENUE
Call: 714-335-4436 |
10579 Bloomfield Avenue % &, 7148795000
Los Alamitos, California 90720 ‘i% Ifgfrorpr:;gm R P ——

info@rawperformancesc.com
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California Public Managers in “D” Cities
from Daly City to Del Mar

Davis City Manager Michael Webb
previously served the city as Director
of Community Development &
Sustainability (2013-2016), and in 2014-
2017 concurrently served as Assistant
City Manager. He was hired as Davis
City Monoger starting in December 2017. Mike
earned a BS from the University of California, Davis
and an MPA from the University of Southern
California (USC).

Finance Director Elena Adair joined
the City of Davis in February 2020. She
replaced Finance Director Nitish
Sharma, who moved on to serve as
the Chief Administrative Office (CAO)
for the Cosumnes Community Services District. Elena
served as the City of Alameda Finance Director for
the 5 years prior to her appointment in Davis. She also
worked as the Assistant Director of Administrative
Services for the City of Stockton (2012-2015) and as
Assistant Finance Director in Vallejo (2011-2012). She
earned a BS from St. Mary’s College, and she is a
Certified Public Accountant (CPA).

California Contract Cities Association

Jennifer Perez of Norwalk, President
Brenda Olmos of Paramount, Vice President
John Erickson of West Hollywood, Secretary/Treas.
Dr. Julian Gold, of Beverly Hills, Immediate Past Pres.

Marcel Rodarte Executive Director

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210
Cerritos, California 90703
Telephone No. 562-622-5533
Email: info@contractcities.org

2025 Sacramento Legislative Tour
January 6 — 8, 2025
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COLANTUONO

HIGHSMITH
WHATLEY,PC

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed
to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and
fairly priced.

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley
in the Sierra Foothills,

CH&W represents both public and private clients
throughout California in municipal law.

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and
currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley.

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California
Lawyers of the Year (2020).
https://chwlaw.us/

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357; 213-542-5700;
916-400-0370; 858-682-3665

COLANTUONO | HIGHSMITH |WHATLEY,PC

NHA|ADVISORS

Financial & Policy Strategies.
Deliverad.

NHA advisors, LLC provides strategic, objective and
financially sound advice to public agencies
throughout California. Consistently ranked as one
of the most active municipal advisors*, NHA
Adbvisors is distinguished from the competition by
delivering broad advisory and consulting services to
meet the challenging and complex needs of public
agency clients. As a fiduciary, the firm develops
comprehensive options and strategies that solve for
maintaining/enhancing service levels, capital
project needs, manage and contain costs and risks
such as rising pension costs and promote fiscall
sustainability through prudent policies.

Principals include Mark Northcross, Eric Scriven,
Mike Meyer, Rob Schmidt, and Leslie Bloom.

Craig Hill, Managing Principal
Financial & Policy Strategies. Delivered.
Telephone: (415) 785-2025

Cell: (415) 518-4130

; L Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com



mailto:info@contractcities.org
https://chwlaw.us/
mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
https://contractcities.org/
https://chwlaw.us/
https://nhaadvisors.com/

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management

November, 2024

Volume No. 17 | Issue No. 17

W WILLDAN

A MUNICIPAL PARTNER
YOU CAN COUNT ON

Founded in 19464, Willdan is a leading, nationwide
provider of professional and consulting engineering
services. We have worked with nearly 20% of California’s
cities and counties and have recently expanded our
services across the country. With 1,500 employees in
over 50 offices throughout 20+ states nationwide, we
are ready to serve youl

Willdan is a trusted partner for municipalities, with
solutions including:
= Building & Safety
City Engineering
Construction Management & Inspection
Design Engineering
Planning
= Geotechnical
Other Services Include: Energy & Sustainability,

Financial & Economic Analysis, Transportation
Electrification, Microgrids, and Smart Cities

At Willdan, we lead with our people!
Meet our management team by clicking here:

=
A=
&

Adel Frel), PE
Director of City Engineering
5427407752
afreij@willdan.com

Vanessa Munoz, PE. TE
President and CEQ, Engimeering
B42 447 5844
vimuwnaz@willdan.com

www.willdan.com

CATHEDRAL CITY FIRE DE]I’ARTMEN’E?
ADMINISTRATION OFFICES * *

Cathedral City, Cdlifornio

California Public Managers in “D” Cities
from Daly City to Del Mar

Delano was founded in 1869 as a
rairoad town as the termination
point for the Southern Pacific
Rairoad coming south from San
Francisco. The name “Delano” is to
honor United States Secretary of the Interior
Columbus Delano. The first Delano post office
opened in 1874, and the city was incorporated in
April 1915. Delano became a town in the center of
the farm workers’ efforts in the 1950s. Maribel Reyna
is the Delano City Manager and Nancy Garcia is the
City Clerk. Rosa Lara-Rios is the Finance Director.
Ricardo Chavez is the Interim Community
Development Director for Delano.

Maribel Reyna began her public service career as a
Development Associate for the City of Bakersfield in
June 1999. Maribel joined the city staff in Delano in
Morad 2007 as the Economic & Redevelopment
Director. She was appointed Delano city manager
starting in July 2011. Maribel earned a BA from
California State University, Bakersfield. In 2023 she
received a 35-Year ICMA Service Award.

Delano Finance Director Rosa Lara-Rios joined the

city staff in September 2011. She previously worked
in finance positions in the private sector. Rosa
earned a BBA in accounting from California State
University, Bakersfield, and an MPA from Ashford
University. She completed the GFOA Leadership
Academy at Arizona State University.

Casey
Simpson

- Brand Ambassador

S

Cellular
Absorbtion
Supplements

https://caseysimpson.iii.earth
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California Public Managers in “D” Cities
from Daly City to Del Mar

. Del Mar is a San Diego
CITY OF County beach town that was

DE]— MAR established in 1885 as an
ocean front resort. The Del
I Mar Fairgrounds hosts the
annual San Diego County
Fair, and every summer the Del Mar Horse Racing
Track operates. The first Del Mar settlement was
completed in the early 1880s by Theodore M. Loop,
a rairoad officer. During WW I, the United States
Navy operated a Naval Auxiliary Air Facility for blimp
at Del Mar. A great deal of the Del Mar residences
are on the coast and nearby bluffs, which are
vulnerable to sea levelrise. In 2019, the city rejected
the recommendations of the California Coastal
Commission to proceed with a population retreat
strategy for moving infrastructure and population
away from the coastal water. Del Mar was
incorporated in July 1959. The 2020 population is
3.954. Ashley Jones is the Del Mar city manager and
Jon Edelbrock is the Director of Community Services
and Chief Lifeguard. Bruce Foltz is the Finance
Director. Clem Brown is the Assistant City Manager,
and Joe Bride is the Public Works Director.

Ashley Jones has served as the Del Mar city
manager since February 2021. She was first
appointed as Interim City Manager from her
position of Director of Administrative Services to
succeed City Manager Christa “CJ” Johnson.
Christa replaced City Manager Scott Huth in
February 2020. Ashley began her tenure as
Administrative Services Director in May 2016. Ashley
is aresident of Del Mar. Ashley has earned a BA from
the University of Idaho, an MPP from Georgetown
University and a law degree from Santa Clara
University School of Law. She says that throughout
her twenty-one years in local government, she has
always endeavored to leave agency’'s she has
worked for in a better place than she found them.

Bruce Foltz is the Finance Director for the City of Del
Mar, California. Foltz has over 21 vyears of
experience in accounting, financial reporting, and
budgeting. He previously served as Finance Director
for the cities of El Monte, Menifee, Wasco, and
Madras, Oregon.

Casey Simpson with her mother Susan, who has
done good work with newsletter final preparation.

C) TRIPEPI SMITH

Our Team.
Your Communications.

(626) 536-2173 TripepiSmith.com

“The Tripepi Smith feam stands ready
to help with outreach campaigns,
video production, content writing,

messaging, graphic work, fechnology
infrastructure and websites."
--Ryder Todd Smith, President

Marketing - Technology - Public Affairs — Training
Post Office Box 52152
Irvine, California 92619
Telephone: 626-536-2173
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BRANDYWINE

HOMES

BRANDYWINE

Jim L. Barisic, former
Artesia City Manager
who also worked in

Cerritos and Paramount,
and is a Viet Nam
veteran, founded

Brandywine in 1994.

Jim and two of his sons Brett Whitehead and David
Barisic, and Alex Hernandez, the President of the
Homebuilding Division, and Mario Urzua, the Chief
Financial Officer are the Brandywine Homes
executive team. Please check the firm's website
for current sales!

Now selling: Avila - El Monte, Cabrillo Crossings -
Santa Ana, Carson Landing - Carson, and
Mirasol - El Monte

Coming Soon: Solara - Westminster

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting
underutilized space info needed housing.
Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office
16580 Aston Street
Irvine, California 92606

Natalie Salazar of L.A. Crime Stoppers, Jack Simpson
of Trackdown Management and retired Commerce
City Manager Jorge Rifa at the September “Proof of
Life” lunch. The next lunch is scheduled for
December 12 at the La Mirada North Woods Inn at
12 noon. Please RSVP to

jack@irackdownmanagement.net

California Public Managers in “D” Cities
from Daly City to Del Mar

Retired  City  Manager  Mark
Ochenduszko of Coronado served
as Interim City Manager for the City
of Del Mar in 2011. Mark was the
Coronado city manager from
September 1999 to February 2010. In
Del Mar, he temporarily replaced City Manager
Karen Brust when she left Del Mar to become the
city manager for the City of San Juan Capistrano.
Before joining the Coronado city staff, Mark
previously worked as the city manager for the cities
of Campbell and Cypress. He is also a former
Assistant City Manager for the City of Temecula.
Since serving Del Mar, Mark returned to Coronado
as Interim City Manager in 2021. Mark earned a BA
and MPA from San Diego State University. Mark is
known as a highly profession freelance
photographer. Take a look at Mark’s photography
web page: https://www.markochenduszko.com/
Mark may be reached about his photography at
email address: markoch0?@gmail.com

Letters and Notes from Readers:

Thank you for the photo op in the Trackdown
Management’s Special October edition. We loved
Chicago and the picture of the Ernie Banks statue. We
planned to visit Chicago again earlier this month, but
Vickie injured her foot. Oh well. | told her there is always
next year.

And, thanks for the Cypress shoutout. Take care Jefe.
--Gonzo Vazquez, Cypress

| just saw DiMario's e-mail about the "Proof of Life,”
and realized that we have not been in contact. In any
case, I'm sure you know by now that | refired from
Bellflower at the New Year and started with Willdan.
Unlike most of my peers, | neverreally relished planning
what to do in my down time. It's kind of a strange
existential challenge. I've always been driven by
obligations and the things that needed to be done.

In any case, | hope you're doing well. I'll look forward
fo seeing you in December.

--Jeff Stewart, Retired Bellflower City Manager
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Municipal Law Services

COLANTUONO

Colantuono
0L RIVONNEEN Highsmith
WASPNARA AT Whatley, PC

Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley is a municipal law
firm with offices in Pasadena, Grass Valley, Solana
Beach, and Sonoma that represents public and
private clients throughout California in municipal law,
including public revenues, land use, elections, labor
and employment, post-redevelopment, housing,
public works confracting, ufility services, the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Cortese-Knox-
Hertzberg Act regarding Local Agency Formation
Commissions, sex offender and marijuana regulation
and related public safety topics, and associated
litigation. Our core commitment is to provide advice
our clients find helpful, understandable, and fairly
priced.

Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley, PC Offices

Grass Valley, California:

420 Sierra College Drive, Suite 140
Grass Valley, CA 95945-5091
Phone (530) 432-7357

Fax (530) 432-7356

Sacramento

333 University Avenue, Suite 200
Sacramento, CA 95825

Phone (?16) 400-0370

Sonoma, California

670 West Napa Street, Suite F
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone (707) 986-8091

Fax (707) 938-7221

Pasadena, California:

790 E. Colorado Blvd., Suite 850
Pasadena, CA 21101-2109
Phone (213) 542-5700

Fax (213) 542-5710

Orange County, California
7545 Irvine Center Drive, Suite 200
Irvine, CA 92618

Phone (949) 545-9051

The firm was recognized as one of California’s Top
Ranked Law Firms by Martindale-Hubbell in 2014 and
Michael Colantuono, Terri Highsmith, Jenni Pancake,
Michael Allderdice and Scott Howard have each
achieved the highest AV rating from Martindale-
Hubbell. Michael Colantuono (2011-2013) and Holly
Whatley (2013) have been listed as among the Top
Municipal  Lawyers in  California by the Daily
Journal newspaper. Michael was awarded the 2010
Public Lawyer of the Year Award by the California Stafe
Bar, is a former President of the City Attorneys
Department of the League of California Cities, former
President and Chair of the Board of Trustees of the State
Bar, and Secretary / Treasurer of the California Academy
of Appellate Lawyers—a prestigious organization of
about 100 of the most respected appellate advocates
in our State. Michael is also certified as an Appellate
Specialist by the California State Bar’'s Board of Legal
Specialization.

The firm serves as general counsel or city or town
aftorney of the cifies of Auburn, Barstow, Calabasas,
Chico, Grass Valley, Lakeport, Ojai, Sierra Madre, South
Pasadena, Weed, the Town of Yountville, and the
Successor Agencies to the Auburn, Barstow, Sierra
Madre and South Pasadena Redevelopment Agencies,
to Oversight Boards for Successor Agencies in
Huntington Park, Pomona, Rialto, San Bernardino, San
Gabriel and Temple City, the Garden Valley, Higgins,
Ophir Hill, North San Juan, Penn Valley, and Rough &
Ready Fire Districts, the Orange Line Development
Authority, the SELACO Workforce Investment Board, the
Calaveras, San Diego and Yuba County LAFCOs, the
Oak Tree Park and Recreation District, the Pine Grove,
and Peninsula Community Services Districts, the Tahoe
Forest Hospital District, the First Five Yuba Commission,
and Upper Valley Waste Management Agency. The firm
serves as special counsel to local governments
throughout California.

Newsletters: CHW periodically distributes newsletters that
highlight new developments in the law that might be of
interest. Click here.

Representing Local Governments
throughout California
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More Pieces Picked Up: After working for
the cities of Calabasas and Pasadena
Talyn Mirzakhanian joined the
Manhattan Beach city staff as Planning
=~ Manager in November 2020. Talyn
- | worked nearly 13 years for Calabasas,
starting as a Planning Assistant in
January 2005. She worked her way up in
the Planning Department to Associate
Planner in June 2006; Planner in
December 2006; and Senior Planner in April 2013. Talyn
joined the Pasadena city staff in July 2017 as a Senior
Planner, and she became the Principal Planner and
Zoning Administrator in July 2018. Talyn started as the
Planning Manager in December 2019. She took a similar
post in Manhattan Beach in November 2020, and she
was elevated to Community Development Director in
April 2023. Now she is the Manhattan Beach City
Manager, starting as Acting City Manager in August 2024.
She earned a BA from the University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA) and an MPL from the University of
Southern California (USC). Former Yucaipa City Manager
Ray Casey was honored in February by the City
Managers' Department of the League of California Cities
naming him an “Ethical Hero.” Cal-ICMA President Elisa
Cox and Vice President Hazel Wetherford made the
formal award presentation. Ray served as the Yucaipa
City Manager from 2008 until January 2023. Lon Peterson
is the new Assistant City Manager for the City of Nevada
City. He was appointed in October 2024. He will be
working with City Manager Sean Grayson. Lon previously
worked as the Chief Communications and
Intfergovernmental Officer for the City of Santa Rosa. He
also worked for Santa Clara, Palo Alto, Sacramento,
Roseville, and the Marin Water District. Lon earned an AS
from Sacramento City College and a BS in information
management from the University of San Francisco.
Experts say that fentanyl is offen made in Mexico with
chemicals bought from the Chinese. Drug cartels have
brought large quantities into the U.S. Since January 2024
alone, a California drug taskforce has seized nearly 4,638
pounds of fentanyl powder and more than 88 m
fentanyl-laced pills.

Here is seven-year-old Koa Simpson Ha.
We have received inquiries about this
young man. Koa plays flag football, and
youth basketball and baseball. He
enjoys all sports and will fry anything.

The frontpage picture of Guy Huffaker at a World Series
game at Dodger Stadium put the Dodgers ahead in the
Series that they eventually won over the New York
Yankees 4 games to one!

SHORTS: *Eric Figueroa, a local government
management consultant with Renne Public
Management Group, is a former member of
the League of California Cities' staff,
Assistant City Manager for San Ramon and
he is a former city manager for the City of
Martinez. *Alexandria Latragna, Manhattan
Beoch Communications & Civic Engagement Manager,
earned an MPP in economics and local regional policy
from Pepperdine University. *Retired West Hollywood city
manager Paul Arevalo, an alumnus of California State
Polytechnic University, Pomona, joined the Pasadena
office of Raymond James as a Managing Director in the
summer of 2021 after serving as city manager for 22 years
and Director of Finance for 9 years. *Maria Hurtado,
former Assistant City Manager in Tracy (2014-2015),
Oxnard (2015-2016) and Hayward 2016-2020, is currently
a consultant in the San Francisco Bay area. *Former
Windsor Town Manager Linda Kelly retired in 2017 after
being appointed in 2012 and previously worked in
Sonoma and Fairfax before relocating to the State of
Washington. *Sean M. Moore is the current city manager
for the City of Lawndale, and Raylette Felton
is the Assistant to the City Manager and
Human Resources Director. *Elizabeth Kunz,
a Management Assistant for the City of
Reno, previously worked as a Grant
Compliance Coordinator for the Tahoe SAFE
Allionce (October 2014-April 2018) and
served as an ADA Coordinator for the City of Fresno
(2007-2011). *Art Rangel, former Downey Director of
Community and Economic Development and former
Town Manager for the Town of Loomis (March 1998-April
2000), currently provides municipal consulting services.
*Retired City Manager, Past ICMA President and ICMA
West Coast Regional Director, Patricia Martel earned a BS
and MPA from the University of Southern California (USC).
*Kellee Fritzal, Interim Executive Director of the
Huntington Beach Downtown Business Improvement
District, was recently seen eating a Clam Chowder lunch
at the Broad Street Oyster Co. on the Huntington Beach
Pier. *An independent investigation found that Council
Member Dan Quirk inferfered with City Manager Ashley
Jones’ ability to effectively do her job and violated the
tferms of her employment agreement. *La Mirada
Assistant City Manager Anne Haraksin joined the city staff
in La Mirada in 2000. Novato City Manager Amy
Cunningham, who earned a BA and MPA from California
State University, East Bay, previously held positions in
Dublin, Moraga, Walnut Creek and Half Moon Bay . ***



https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/nov/14/biden-china-fentanyl-deal#:~:text=Fentanyl%20is%20up%20to%2050,through%20drug%20cartels%20in%20Mexico.
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2024/08/29/californias-fentanyl-task-force-seizes-over-8-8-million-fentanyl-pills/#:~:text=SACRAMENTO%20%E2%80%93%20Continuing%20California's%20aggressive%20push,containing%20fentanyl%20since%20January%202024.

