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Joseph “Joe” M. Goeden (July 1949 – November 2024): 

Joe passed away from ALS, Lou Gehrig’s disease. He 

began his public service career as an Administrative 

Aide in the City of Montebello in June 1972. He rose in 

the organization to become City Administrator in May 

1980. He moved to Northern California in June 1989 to 

be the City Manager for West Sacramento. He retired 

in April 2002. Joe served as an ICMA Senior Advisor 

from 2005 to 2013. Sincere Trackdown condolences to 

Joe’s wife Nola and his family. 

 

California Public Managers in “D” Cities 

from Desert Hot Springs to Dos Palos 

 

Cities included in this Special November 2024 issue 

of the City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown are 

the first of California incorporated cities with names 

that begin with the letter “D.” The cities listed 

alphabetically in this issue including: Desert Hot 

Springs, Diamond Bar, Dinuba, Dixon, Dorris, and Dos 

Palos. These six (6) cities are found in the counties of 

Riverside, Los Angeles, Tulare, Solano, Siskiyou and 

Merced.  

 

 

“Last call, last chance 

Last song, last dance 

Sometimes you just don’t know when that’s gonna be 

…’Cause there’s a last time for everything” 

---Last Time for Everything, song by Brad Paisley 
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http://www.ekapr.com
https://www.tripepismith.com/
https://cjpia.org/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
http://www.willdan.com
https://www.cityofdhs.org/
https://www.cityofdhs.org/
https://www.diamondbarca.gov/
https://www.dinuba.org/
https://www.cityofdixonca.gov/
https://www.dorrisca.us/
https://www.mcagov.org/322/City-of-Dos-Palos
https://www.mcagov.org/322/City-of-Dos-Palos
https://gonsalvi.com/
https://trackdownmanagement.net/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://www.pars.org/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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California Public Managers in “D” Cities 

from Desert Hot Springs to Dos Palos 
 

Desert Hot Springs is a Coachella 

Valley city in Riverside County. The 

town was founded in1941 by L. W. 

Coffee, who chose the name Desert 

Hot Springs because of the area’s 

natural hot springs. In the 1950s the area became 

popular with U.S. snow-areas residents seeking 

warmth. They are dubbed “snowbirds” as they flee 

their cold weather for the warmth of the desert. The 

Desert Hot Springs area was treeless prior to the 

1930s when the initial population increase. The city 

was Incorporated in September 1963. The 2020 

population is 32,512. Frank J. Luckino is the Desert 

Hot Springs city manager, and Jerryl Soriano is the 

City Clerk. Geoffrey Buchheim is the Administrative 

Services Director and Valerie Rodriguez is the 

Finance Technician. Doria Wilms is the Deputy City 

Manager and Daniel Porras is the City Engineer and 

Assistant City Manager. Roberta Crncic is the 

Recreation and Community Services Director. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. 

RWG delivers practical advice and solutions tailored 

to the unique needs of public entities. 

 

Working seamlessly across offices in 

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange 

County, Temecula, and the Central 

Coast. The RWG team of experts 

provides the full scope of public law 

services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from 

 listening carefully and asking the right questions. 
 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the Board of 

Trustees of the California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF). 

 

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

     

 

 

 

Jim L. Barisic, former 

Artesia City Manager 

who also worked in 

Cerritos and Paramount, 

and is a Viet Nam 

veteran, founded 

Brandywine in 1994. 
 

Jim and two of his sons Brett Whitehead and David 

Barisic, and Alex Hernandez, the President of the 

Homebuilding Division, and Mario Urzua, the Chief 

Financial Officer are the Brandywine Homes 

executive team. Please check the firm’s website 

for current sales! 
 

Now selling: Avila - El Monte, Cabrillo Crossings - 

Santa Ana, Carson Landing - Carson, and  

Mirasol - El Monte 

  

Coming Soon: Solara - Westminster 
 

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 
 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                      

16580 Aston Street 

Irvine, California  92606 
 

 

 Desert Hot Springs City Manager 

Frank J. Luckino previously served as 

city manager for the cities of 

Twentynine Palms (March 2015-

November 2023) and Blythe (June 

2013-March 2015). Frank served as 

the Assistant General Manager and CFO for the Hi-

Desert Water District (2009-2013). From 1994 to 1997, 

Frank worked in the private sector as the Controller 

of Planet Hollywood International in Nevada. Frank 

began his tenure as Desert Hot Springs city manager 

in November 2023 after serving Twentynine Palms for 

8 years. He replaced City Manager Luke Rainey, 

who left in 2023. He earned a BS in accounting from 

West Liberty University, West Virginia and an MPA 

degree. In 2019, Frank received a 10 Year ICMA 

Service Award. From November 2004 to June 2011 

Frank served as a member of the Yucca Valley City 

Council, which included a term as Mayor.  

https://www.cityofdhs.org/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com
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Greg Kwolek, Morro Bay, President 

633 E. Cabrillo Blvd., Santa Barbara, CA 93103 

Both MMASC & MMANC support ICMA’s educational, 

diversity, equity and inclusion efforts. 

 

 

 

 

Justin Lovell, President 

West County Wastewater District 

3620 American River Drive, Suite 230,                              

Sacramento, CA 95864 

 

 

                                                                               

 “The Tripepi Smith team stands ready 
     to help with outreach campaigns, 

     video production, content writing,  
  messaging, graphic work, technology 

         infrastructure and websites." 

       --Ryder Todd Smith, President 

 

Marketing – Technology – Public Affairs – Training 
Telephone: 626-536-2173 

California Public Managers in “D” Cities 

from Desert Hot Springs to Dos Palos 
 

Roberta Crncic is the Desert Hot Springs Director of 

Recreation and Community Services has worked for 

the city for the past 5 years as Deputy City Clerk and 

Executive Program Manager. 

 

Doria Wilms is the Desert Hot Springs 

Deputy City Manager. She has 

worked for the city nearly 9 years and 

was appointed Deputy City Manager 

in January 2021. Doria worked in the 

private sector prior to joining the Desert Hot Springs 

city staff in January 2016 as Deputy City Clerk. She 

worked her way up in the organization to 

Management Analyst to the City Manager in April 

2017; Assistant to the City Manager in August 2018; 

Assistant City Manager in July 2019; and Deputy City 

Manager in January 2021.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed 

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.  

             

  CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 
 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law. 
 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 
 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020).  

https://chwlaw.us/ 
 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357; 213-542-5700; 

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665 

 

 

 

 

 

https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.mmanc.org/events/annual-conference/
https://www.mmasc.org/353/Annual-Conference
https://www.tripepismith.com/
https://chwlaw.us/
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Executive Level Posse Roster: 

 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager    

Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager 

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia 

Chuck Bryant, Past City Admin., Hawaiian Gardens  

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, West Sacramento 

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired City Manager 

 

Posse Roster: 
 

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired City Manager, Rocklin  

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager, Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon 

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Atascadero 

Donald Jeffers, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park 

Wayne Wedin, Retired City Manager, Brea 

Karen Herrera, Retired Deputy City Manager, Duarte 
 

 
 

     City Manager Newsletter by 

       Trackdown Management 
 

                       10 Claret 

      Rancho Mirage, California 92270 

 

Cell Phone:  Jack Simpson | 562-896-5424 

Cell Phone: Susan Simpson | 310-418-1035 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

 

The Independent Cities Finance Authority is an 

unaffiliated Joint Powers Authority (JPA) with the  

goal of helping communities fund critical projects. 

                                                                                          

Since its inception in 1988, ICFA has assisted  

funding more than $500 million in critical  

community projects, from hospitals to charter  

schools, public utilities, and housing. 

 

Jose Solache, ICFA President                                    

Lynwood City Council Member 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                         

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/
http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
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California Public Managers in “D” Cities 

from Desert Hot Springs to Dos Palos 
 

In 1840, the area that is now 

Diamond Bar was part of a Mexican 

land grant that included Brea 

Canyon and the eastern Walnut 

Valley. The rancho was divided 

following the United States inclusion 

of the State of California. Several ranches, the 

largest of which was the Diamond Bar Ranch, were 

started. At the time, the Diamond Bar Ranch was 

one of the largest working cattle ranches in the 

western United States. In the 1950s the Diamond Bar 

Ranch was acquired by the Transamerica 

Corporation for the purpose of creating one of the 

nation’s first master-planned communities. 

Transamerica gave the community the Diamond 

Bar name. The city was incorporated in April 1989. 

The 2020 population is set at 55,072. Daniel Fox is the 

Diamond Bar City Manager, and the Assistant City 

Manager is Ryan McLean. The City Clerk is Kristina 

Santana. Jason Jacobsen is the Finance Director, 

and Greg Gubman is the Community Development 

Director. Crystal Knox is the Diamond Bar 

Recreation Supervisor. (Crystal is the District 13 

President-Elect for the California Parks and 

Recreation Society.) Cecilia Arellano is the 

Community Relations Manager, and the City 

Engineer and Public Works Director is David Liu. 

Diamond Bar Mayor & Council Member Steve Tye 

serviced as the President of the California Contract 

Cities Association (CCCA) in 2013-2014.  

 

Daniel Fox has been the Diamond 

Bar city manager since July 2017, 

following his service as the Assistant 

City Manager for the City of Laguna 

Niguel (January 2014 – July 2017) 

and his overlapping experience as a 

Realtor for Coast City Capital. Dan 

served as the Laguna Niguel Director 

of Community Development from December 2009 

until his appointment as Assistant City Manager. He 

previously worked Planning in San Juan Capistrano 

and Tustin and as the Walnut Community 

Development Director (2004-2009). He earned a BS 

in urban & regional planning from California State 

Polytechnic University, Pomona. In 2022 he received 

a 35-Year ICMA Service Award.   
 

 

Retired City Manager Terry Belanger with 

Trackdown’s Jack Simpson, also a retired city 

manager, on the right at a “Proof of Life” luncheon. 

 

Jim DeStefano served as city manager for Diamond 

Bar for 11 years before retiring in 2017. Retired 

Pomona City Manager Linda C. Lowry served as the 

Diamond Bar city manager in 2001-2005. Another 

city manager was Terry Belanger. He earned a BA 

from California State University, Fullerton and a Juris 

Doctorate from Western State University College of 

Law. Terry was the Diamond Bar city manager for 8 

years. He retired as the city manager for Yorba 

Linda in 2004. Terry went on to complete some 

interim assignments, including Interim City Manager 

for Calimesa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities. 

Since 1988, The Olson Company mission                                

has been to work hand-in-hand with cities to  

solve the critical shortage of urban housing  

by promoting and investing in responsible  

development that improves quality of life for  

everyone.  

The company has successfully 

 partnered with more than 100 cities since 1988. 

 

Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

 3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100 

Seal Beach, CA 90740 

 

https://www.diamondbarca.gov/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
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California Contract Cities Association 
 

 

 

 

 

                                           

Jennifer Perez of Norwalk, President 

Brenda Olmos of Paramount, Vice President 

John Erickson of West Hollywood, Secretary/Treas. 

Dr. Julian Gold, of Beverly Hills, Immediate Past Pres. 

 

Marcel Rodarte Executive Director  
 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210  

   Cerritos, California 90703 

 Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

Email: info@contractcities.org 

 

2025 Sacramento Legislative Tour 

January 6 – 8, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former City Manager 

Larry J. Kosmont, Chairman and CEO. 

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year. 
 

Kosmont Companies serves cities, counties, quasi-

government agencies, private companies, 

developers, and non-profit organizations, including 

educational institutions across California. With 

unmatched expertise in public/private transactions, 
 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges, and solutions. 

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on 

approach to economic development focused 

on successful outcomes.  

 

The firm is an expert in economic development, real 

estate consulting, financial analysis, and 

redevelopment dissolution. 
 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., No. 382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266 
 

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-46          

California Public Managers in “D” Cities 

from Desert Hot Springs to Dos Palos 
 

Originally called Sibleyville, 

Dinuba is a Tulare County city. 

The origin of the name 

“Dinuba” is unknown, though guesses are plentiful. 

It is probably a railroad monicker that was dropped 

on the area during railroad construction. Dinuba is 

primarily another  farming town in California’s 

Central Valley. The city was incorporated in January 

1906. The 2020 population is 24,563. Luis Patlan has 

been City Manager since July 2015, and Daniel 

James is the Assistant City Manager. The City Clerk 

and Human Resources Director is Maria Alaniz, and 

Karina Solis is the Administrative Services Director 

starting in October 2019. Stephanie Hurtado is the 

Dinuba Parks & Community Services Director, and 

George Avila is the Public Works Director. Abel 

Iriarte is the Chief of Police and Greg Chastain is the 

Fire Chief.  

 

Luis Patlan started his Dinuba City 

Manager tenure in July 2015. Luis 

began his public service career as a 

Housing Specialist for the City of 

Sanger. He worked his way up in the 

Sanger organization to serve as 

Interim City Manager. After a stint in the private 

sector, Luis was hired by the City of Kerman as the 

Director of Planning and Development, and he was 

elevated to be Kerman City Manager. Luis earned 

a BA from California State University, Fresno 

following graduation from Parlier High School.  

 

“Proof of Life” 
The importance of developing and 

maintaining a cadre of friends who 

are or were city managers continues 

after the job is done.  

 

“It takes one to understand one!”  

 

The next Southern California “Proof of Life” lunch is 

Thursday, December 12, 2024 at Clearman’s North 

Woods Inn Restaurant,14305 Firestone Blvd., La Mirada, 

CA 90638.  We will gather at 11:30 am and have lunch 

at 12:00. RSVP at: jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

mailto:info@contractcities.org
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
https://contractcities.org/
https://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.dinuba.org/


  

 

 

 

  City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management                             Page | 7                                  
November, 2024 Special                                                                                                       Volume No. 17 | Issue No. 18 
                           

 

 

California Public Managers in “D” Cities 

from Desert Hot Springs to Dos Palos 
 

It appears that the first “semi-

permanent” residents in the Dixon 

area gathered during the California 

Gold Rush. At that time the 

community was called Silveyville, 

founded in 1852 by Elijah Silvey. The city was 

originally named “Dicksville” for Thomas Dickson. 

The  story goes that when the first shipment of 

merchandise arrived on the train from San Francico 

in 1872, it was mistakenly labeled to “Dixon.” The 

Dixon name has been used for the community 

since. Dixon was incorporated in March 1878. Its 

2020 population is 18,988. The city manager is Jim 

Lindley and Kristin Janisch is the city clerk. Raffi 

Boloyan is the Community Development and 

Planning Director. Madeline Graf is the Economic 

Development Manager and Public Information 

Officer, and Christopher Fong is the City Engineer 

and Director of Utilities. Kate Zawadzki is the Finance 

Director and Louren Kotow is the Public Works 

Director. 

 

Jim Lindley began his public service career as a 

member of the City of Hesperia City Council from 

December 1998 until December 2006. He worked as 

the Director of Public Health for San Bernardino from 

February 2005 until June 2010 when he became the 

city manager for the City of Dunsmuir. Jim was 

appointed Dixon city manager in February 2012. He 

received a 20-Year ICMA Service Award in 2017. Jim 

earned a BA in economics and an MPA from 

California State University, San Bernardino.  

 

Dixon Finance Director Kate Zawadzki previously 

worked as an Accountant for the City of Napa 

(November 1998 – January 2010). She joined the 

Dixon city staff as Accounting Manager in 2010 and 

was promoted to Deputy Finance Director in 

January 2013. Kate became Finance Director in 

October 2019. She earned a BS in accounting from 

Sonoma State University and an MPA from California 

State University, Dominguez Hills. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Joe A. Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; 

you don't need them often but when you do, they  

had better work." 

                                                                                           

Anthony D. Gonsalves and two of his sons, 

Jason A. Gonsalves and Paul A. Gonsalves, are  

expert local government lobbyists.  

 

Founded in 1975 by former Assembly Member Joe A. 

Gonsalves, the firm represents 50-plus cities and  

is a key player in city legislation. The firm works  

closely with the League of California Cities. 

 

Anthony Gonsalves is 

a long time  

Member of the 

California City 

Management 

Foundation (CCMF) Board of Trustees, 

Taylor Gonsalves is the firm’s  

Director of Communications 
                

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

925 L Street, Suite 250 

Sacramento, California 95814 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

Fax: 916-441-5061 

 

This gym is a place where 

strength training is used for self-

improvement. Special group 

sessions for sports teams, police 

and fire departments or other 

groups  may be arranged. 

 

Raw Performance Coach/Owner,                             

William Ha, CSCS is a certified strength and  

conditioning coach. 
 

Call: 714-335-4436 |                                                         

10579 Bloomfield Avenue 

Los Alamitos, California 90720 

 

https://www.cityofdixonca.gov/
https://gonsalvi.com/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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Atascadero City Manager Jim Lewis and his son Troy  

at the Los Angeles Coliseum watching the University  

of Southern California (USC) winning game with the 

Nebraska Cornhuskers 28-20. 

 

 

 

 

For more than 40 years PARS has provided retirement 

plans and trust solutions designed exclusively for 

public agencies. With programs like the Pension Rate 

Stabilization Program (PRSP) and the PARS OPEB Trust, 

PARS has helped over 500 clients address unfunded 

obligations and lower liabilities. The PRSP is a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency,  

 

PARS is a leading provider of retirement programs for 

public agencies and the largest private provider of 

multiple-employer Section 115 trusts in California.  

Learn more at www.pars.org. To learn more, contact 

us at info@pars.org or (800) 540-6369, ext. 127; 

www.pars.org 

                                                                                      

Dennis Yu, CEBS, Executive Vice President 

(800) 540-6369 ext. 104 or dyu@pars.org 

[Dennis has been with PARS since October 2007. He 

earned a BA from the University of California, Irvine, 

and an MBA from the University of California, Los 

Angeles (UCLA).]  

 

Kevin O’Rourke,                                  

Senior Municipal Consultant                            

(707) 249-5356 or kevin@kolgs.com 

[Kevin is a retired city manager.] 

 

California Public Managers in “D” Cities 

from Desert Hot Springs to Dos Palos 

 

David Lee Harris served as the Dixon city manager 

from May 1978 until 1997. He previously served in the 

City of Fairfield, where he rose to the position of 

Assistant City Manager from January 1973 until 1978. 

David worked as an executive recruiter based in 

Sacramento after leaving city government. David 

earned a BS and MPA from Brigham Young 

University. He was born in July 1945. He graduated 

from high school in 1963. 

 

Found in the Congressional Record is a tribute to 

DAVID HARRIS by the HONORABLE VIC FAZIO OF 

CALIFORNIA IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 16, 1997. This is a partial recitation of the 

citation. Mr. FAZIO of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor David Harris of Dixon, CA. David 

Harris has served as the city manager for the city of 

Dixon for 19 years, from June 1978 to July 1997. 

During David Harris’ career as city manager to the 

city of Dixon, he placed the city of Dixon on the 

map. Dixon grew from a population of 6,031 in 1978 

to a population of 13,078 in 1997. Furthermore, the 

city’s area increased from 3.2 square miles in 1978 

to 6.5 square miles in 1997. David Harris oversaw the 

planning and development of Dixon City Hall in 

1981, the Senior Multi-Use Center in 1987, the 

Council Chambers in 1988, the Dixon Police Station 

in 1991, and the Dixon Fire Station in 1997. In 

addition, he is credited with creating the city of 

Dixon’s logo, overseeing the planning and 

development of Northwest Park, and all the major 

renovations of Hall Park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Former city managers, the late Frank G. Tripepi and 

retired city manager John Russo in an archive picture. 

http://www.pars.org/
http://www.pars.org/
mailto:dyu@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
https://www.pars.org/
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California Public Managers in “D” Cities 

from Desert Hot Springs to Dos Palos 
 

Dorris, California is a small city in 

Siskiyou County  established as a 

result of the Southern Pacific 

Railroad building a line through the 

northern section of the Butte 

Valley. The town was named in 

1907 by officials of the railroad for Presley A. and 

Carlos J. Dorris, who raised livestock in the area in 

the 1860s.  They later moved to Dorris’ Bridge on the 

Pit River, which in 1876 was named Alturas. Dorris is 

the first city you come to in California while traveling 

south on Highway 97. Former NFL player Bernie 

Hughes and former MLB pitcher Nelson Briles were 

born in Dorris. The city was incorporated in 

December 1908. The 2020 population is 860. Dorris is 

known for it 200-foot-tall flagpole, at one time, the 

highest in the U.S. west of the Mississippi River. The 

local Lions Club flies a big United State flag on the 

pole. Dorris is currently designated, “Dorris, 

California-Gateway to Lower Klamath Our Nations 

First Waterfowl Refuge.” Joanna Wynant is the Dorris 

City Administrator and Jocelyn Ibarra is the elected 

City Clerk. Carol McKay (2011-2020) is a previous 

City Administrator.  

 

Joanna Wynant was hired to serve as the Dorris City 

Administrator on July 27, 2023. She succeeded City 

Administrator Carol McKay. Joanna represents the 

City of Dorris on the Butte Valley Groundwater 

Advisory Committee. Joanna serves Dorris as 

Deputy City Clerk in addition to City Administrator. 

Joanna is the daughter in law of the late Howard 

Leroy Wynant, a former Chair of the Butte Valley 

Indian Council (1997-1999) and Chair of the Shasta 

Tribe (1999-2002).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. The Founding Partner is Harvey 

Englander, and Partners include Matt Knabe, Marcus 

Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam Englander, 

Alex Cherin and Kellie Hawkins lead it. We pride 

ourselves on providing a unique and strategic 

perspective on a wide variety of issues. 
 

EKA provides lobbying, government affairs, public 

relations, political campaigns, and crisis 

management services for a wide variety of clientele. 

In addition, EKA provides professional litigation 

communication and expert witness services led by 

our team of strategists, lawyers, journalists, and media 

relations specialists. 

                                                          

Together, EKA has more than 100-

years of combined experience and 

a multitude of relationships within the 

City & County of Los Angeles, and 

the 88 cities within Los Angeles 

County. Matt Knabe graduated from 

Pepperdine University. He was a four-year member of 

the Pepperdine University Men’s Golf Team. 

 

To contact EKA, please call 213) 741-1500 or email  

matt@ekapr.com. Matt Knabe, Managing Partner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rita Geldert and her husband, retired Fire Chief         

Dale Geldert. Rita served 15-years as the Vista City 

Manager, retiring in 2012. She was a Board Member for 

the California City Management Foundation (CCMF), 

and as a past President. She also served as Executive 

Director following her city government retirement. 

 

“It kind of gives everybody else 

out there who is not a big person 

the motivation and the inspiration 

that they know they can do it, 

too.” 

---Tim Lincecum, Retired MLB 

Pitcher 

 

mailto:matt@ekapr.com
https://www.dorrisca.us/
http://www.ekapr.com/
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Letters and Notes from Readers: 
 

Monday, November 11, 2024 7:55 AM 

Subject: RIP Joe Goeden 

  

This morning, I received the following text from Nola 

Goeden: 

 

He passed last evening around 9:30. It was peaceful. I'll 

be in touch with what comes next.  

 

---Carlos Urrutia 

Carlos Urrutia Consulting 

Carlos@carlosu.com 

 

Our colleague, Joe Goeden, has been diagnosed with 

ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease) and is not likely to survive 

much longer.  Some of you probably witnessed his 

decline over the past couple of years.  He has been 

hospitalized and is no longer able to communicate. I 

visited him a week or so ago, prior to diagnosis, and his 

ability to communicate was already impaired.  I spoke 

with Nola, his wife, who gave me the go ahead to let his 

friends and colleagues know about the situation. I have 

known Joe throughout my career, starting in the mid-

1970s.  I know that you also knew him well for a long time. 

It’s going to be a great loss 

---Carlos Urrutia 

 

Joe was such a great guy and a terrific city manager and 

someone who was always there to support other 

managers. 

---Donald Penman 

 

[Rita and Dale Geldert; Richard Kirkwood; Ron 

Kiedrowski; Kevin O’Rourke; and Roy Pederson are 

among the many who have sent condolence 

messages. ] 

 

Joe’s wife Nola has planned Joe's celebration at city 

hall in West Sacramento on November  24th at 2 p.m. It 

seemed appropriate to have the official “Good-bye” at 

city hall.   
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California Public Managers in “D” Cities 

from Desert Hot Springs to Dos Palos 
 

Dos Palos was founded in the 1820s 

at the site of two tall trees. Spanish 

explorer Gabriel Moraga named the 

two tall poplars “Dos Palos.” In 1891 

cattle rancher Henry Miller began 

the development of a small town that was given the 

name “Dos Palos.” Dos Palos was incorporated in 

May 1935. In January 2008 the Dos Palos community 

and surrounding area was transferred from Fresno 

County to Merced County. In 2020 the Dos Palos 

population was 5,798. Major League Baseball 

outfielder Dave Henderson was born in Merced but 

grew up in Dos Palso.  Darrell Fonseca, the Dos Palos 

city manager, retired effective March 31, 2022. 

Dewayne Jones is the current city manager. 

Manuela Sousa is the Director of Finance & 

Personnel. Craig Hackett is the Director of Utilities, 

and Gordon Bonds is the Director of Public Works 

and Parks. Clifton Battles is the Chief of Police and 

Animal Control and Lori L. Lima is the City Treasurer. 

Brian Guerrero is the Director of Community 

Development.  

 

Jerry Dewayne Jones worked as Director of Public 

Safety in 2018. He then served as the city’s Fire 

Marshall from 2019 to 2020. He became city 

manager in 2022 following the retirement of 

longtime city manager Darrell Fonseca.  

 

Darrell Fonseca retired after 32 years of service. His 

last day as city manager was March 31, 2022, He 

was the longest serving city manager in a single city 

of all 482 California cities.  Darrell grew up on a dairy 

farm. He graduated from California State University, 

Fresno and went to work on the staff of the State 

Assembly and as an administrator to U.S. Congress 

Member Richard Lehman. Darrell served as the 

Interim Executive Director of the Fresno County and 

City Chamber of Commerce. He helped bring Triple 

A professional baseball to Fresno. Darrell was 

elected National President of the Young Men’s 

Institute (YMI) in 2022. Starting in 2022, Darrell joined 

the Merced County staff in human resources. 

 

  

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Telephone: 949-235-0525                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 
 

       

       Wolf & Company Inc. provides  municipal 

consulting services to State and local 

    governments, and not-for-profit corporations. 
 

    Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis                     

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program  

Administration and Oversight 

Agent Services. 

 

 

 
 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
163 Limestone Road, Claremont, CA 91711 

Telephone: 949-235-0525 

https://www.mcagov.org/322/City-of-Dos-Palos
https://cjpia.org/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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California Public Managers in “D” Cities 

from Desert Hot Springs to Dos Palos 

 

Dos Palos Director of Finance & Personnel Manuela 

Sousa studied business at Merced College and she 

holds a business certificate from the college. Prior to 

joining the city staff, Manuela worked as a 

bookkeeper in the private sector.   

 

Director of Public Works and Parks, Gordon Bonds 

has worked for the city of Dos Palos for more than 

15 years. In 2018 he was elected to the Board of 

Education for the Dos Palos Oro Loma Joint Unified 

School District. 

 

 

 

 

 

NHA advisors, LLC provides strategic, objective and 

financially sound advice to public agencies 

throughout California. Consistently ranked as one   

of the most active municipal advisors*, NHA   

Advisors is distinguished from the competition by 

delivering broad advisory and consulting services to 

meet the challenging and complex needs of public 

agency clients.  

                                                                                               

As a fiduciary, the firm develops comprehensive 

options and strategies that solve for 

maintaining/enhancing service levels, capital 

project needs, manage and contain costs and risks 

such as rising pension costs and promote fiscal 

sustainability through prudent policies. 

 

   Principals include  Mark Northcross, Eric Scriven,        

Mike Meyer, Rob Schmidt, and Leslie Bloom. 
 

Craig Hill, Managing Principal   
Financial & Policy Strategies. Delivered. 
Telephone: (415) 785-2025   

Cell: (415) 518-4130 

Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

League of California Cities                                            

City Managers’ 2023-2024 Department Officers:                                                                                               

President – Karen Pinkos, City Manager, El Cerritos                                                                                                                 

President-Elect – Thaddeus McCormack, City Manager, 

Lakewood                                                                                        

Vice President – Kelly McAdoo,, City Manager, Hayward                                                                                                 

Immediate Past President – Justin Hess, City Manager, 

Burbank                                                                                     

Department Director – Jim Lewis, City Manager Atascadero 

 

https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
https://nhaadvisors.com/


  

 

 

 

  City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management                             Page | 13                                  
November, 2024 Special                                                                                                       Volume No. 17 | Issue No. 18 
                           

 
 
 

Frank G. Tripepi (September 9, 1947 – June 19, 2022) 
 

Frank Tripepi and Joe Goeden were good friends. Joe 

was in Montebello when Frank was next door in 

Rosemead. After Viet Nam veteran Frank G. Tripepi 

returned home from over-seas and recovered from his 

combat injuries. Frank was hired to serve as an 

Administrative Aide starting in October 1971 for the 

City of Hawaiian Gardens. In April 1972, he was 

promoted to Administrative Assistant and in 

November, he was hired by Rosemead City Manager 

Leland Gunn for the Rosemead Assistant City Manager 

position. After Lee retired, Frank became Rosemead 

City Manager in October 1974 and served in that 

position for 28-years. Following Frank’s retirement from 

Rosemead he was appointed President and Chief 

Executive Officer of MuniFinancial, which is currently 

Willdan Financial Services. After Frank completed a 

year or so as the Interim City Manager in La Puente, he 

returned fulltime to Willdan, where he was Senior Vice 

President of Business Development. He earned a BA 

from California State University, Fullerton.  

 

Picking up the Pieces: Boulder City, 

Colorado is getting close to 

concluding a recruitment for a new 

city manager. All three of the final 

candidates are currently working in 

California. Among the candidates 

are Carson Deputy City Manager 

Tarik Rahmani; Milpitas city manager 

Ned Thomas; South Pasadena city 

manager Christopher Jordan. 

Christopher served as Los Altos city 

manager before inking an 

employment agreement with South Pasadena. Justin T. 

Clifton is the new City of Murrieta city manager.  Justin 

joined the Murrieta city staff as Assistant City Manager 

earlier this year. He earned a BA from Fort Lewis College 

and an MA in philosophy from Colorado State University, 

Denver. He is an ICMA Credentialed Manager. In 

Murrieta he is succeeds the retiring City Manager Kim 

Summers. Prior to working in Murrieta, Justin served as the 

City Manager for the cities of Palm Springs (April 2021-

September 2022), Sedona, Arizona (April 2015-April 2021), 

Delta, Colorado (October 2012-April 2015), and Town 

Manager for Bayfield, Colorado (January 2006-March 

2011). In 2017, Justin received a 10 Year ICMA Service 

Award. Chris Constantin former San Dimas city manager 

is the new Los Gatos Town Manager. Assistant City 

Manager Brad McKinney served as the Interim City 

Manager, and on October 8, 2024, the San Dimas City 

Council unanimously appointed Brad to serve as City 

Manager. Brad has previously worked in executive 

assignments in Alhambra, Rosemead, Claremont and 

Anaheim. He earned a BA and Master’s degree from 

Azusa Pacific University, where he played college 

baseball. Brad’s wife Janay is a well-known soccer player 

and coach.  

 

https://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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 More Pieces Picked Up: Scott 

Collins has been hired as the new 

Assistant City Manager for the City 

of San Luis Obispo. He is coming 

from the Executive Director position 

with the Housing authority of San 

Luis Obispo. Scott was the Morro 

Bay city manager from November 2017 to Mar 2023. Prior 

to his Morro Bay employment, Scott served as the Deputy 

City Manager for Santa Cruz. He earned a BA in U.S. 

history from the University of California, Santa Cruz and an 

MPA from The George Washington University. Carlsbad 

City Manager Scott Chadwick has been hired as the 

Chief Executive Officer for the Port of San Diego. Former 

CEO Joe Stuyvesant was placed on leave in July 2023. 

Randa Coniglio was the Interim CEO. Scott has served as 

the Carlsbad city manager since August 2018. He worked 

for the City of San Diego from July 2004 until joining 

Carlsbad in 2018. He served as the San Diego Chief 

Operating Officer from October 2013 to February 2018. 

Scott earned a BA in political science from Purdue 

University. In 2024 he received a 20-Year ICMA Service 

Award. John Kunkel is the new Interim General Manager 

for the San Lorenzo Valley Water District. John is a former 

Chief of Police and he has served as city manager for 

several communities, most recently Interim City Manager 

for the City of Huron in Fresno County. Among others he 

served as City Manager for the City of Buellton, and he 

worked as the City Administrator for the City of Exeter. Fair 

Political Practices Commission (FPPC) officials decided 

that Palo Alto City Manager Ed Shikada will not be 

allowed to participate in decisions that involve Stanford 

University. On September 7, Ed married Sandra Jung, who 

works for Stanford Health Care, a university-affiliated 

nonprofit that includes Stanford Hospital and various 

clinics. The FPPC directed Ed to also recuse himself from 

all matters that pertain to Stanford University. The FPPC 

decision means that any item involving the university will 

now be overseen by his top deputy, Assistant City 

Manager Kiely Nose. While the university and the hospital 

are separate legal entities, the FPPC concludes that their 

close relationship is enough to extend the conflict-of-

interest provision. Stanford Hospitals and Clinics and 

Stanford University employ about 10,000 people 

together, making them the largest employers in Palo Alto. 

San Jose Council Member Omar Torres was arrested on 

charges stemming from child sex crime allegations. The 

alleged crimes are purported to have taken place more 

than twenty-five years ago. He was arraigned at the San 

Jose Hall  of Justice on three felony charges for raping a 

child. The San Jose City Manager is Jennifer Maguire and 

Paul Joseph is the Chief of Police. Bessie Marie Scott is the 

new Antioch city manager. She is a former Deputy 

Inspector General for the City of Seattle, Washington. 

Bessie earned a BA in law, society and philosophy from 

the University of California, Santa Barbara and an MPA 

from the University of Washington. Bessie is Antioch’s fifth 

city manager in three years. Parks and Recreation  

 

A big chunk of the Simpson Family on November 20, 

2014. All five daughters and nine of our grandchildren in 

one place is a rarity.  

 

Director Brad Helfenberger is the Acting Assistant City 

Manager for Antioch. Scott Collins, Executive Director of 

the Housing Authority of San Luis Obispo, is the new City 

of San Luis Obispo Assistant City Manager. He will be 

working with City Manager Whitney McDonald. Scott 

previously served 5 years as the City Manager for the City 

of Morro Bay. He also worked as the Deputy City 

Manager for the City of Santa Cruz. Scott earned a BA 

from the University of California, Santa Cruz and an MPA 

from George Washington University. Kevin Thompson has 

been selected to be the next Cloverdale city manager. 

Kevin joined the Cloverdale staff in 1999 as an Assistant 

Planner. He served as the Community Development 

Director and as Assistant City Manager. Kevin previously 

worked planning positions in Ukiah, Calistoga and with a 

private consultant firm. He earned a BA from Southern 

Illinois University, Carbondale, and an MBA from Sonoma 

State University. Indian Wells City 

Manager Chris Freeland, who previously 

served as the West Covina city manager 

(September 2015-March 2019), just 

graduated with a Ph.D. in political 

science from the Claremont Graduate 

University. Chris celebrated his birthday 

and his graduation as “Dr. Freeland” in 

November 2024. Chris also previously 

earned a BA in political science and a BS in Civil 

Engineering from California State Polytechnic University, 

Pomona. He also earned an MPA from California State 

University, Long Beach. In 2024, Chris received a 25-Year 

ICMA Service Award. He is an ICMA Credentialed 

Manager. Chris served as President of the Municipal 

Management Association of Southern California 

(MMASC) in 2006-2007. 

 

“As a kid, I had this ultimate goal to be a teacher. I 

wanted to be a history teacher like my dad.”  

---Mike Trout 
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: David 

Rowlands is the new Santa Maria city 

manager. Dave left the city manager’s 

job in Fillmore after serving there for 11 

years. He was appointed to the 

position in August 2013. Dave is expected to start in Santa 

Maria in December. Fillmore Assistant City Manager Erika 

Herrera-Terriquez is the Interim City Manager in Fillmore. 

Dave earned a BA from California Lutheran University 

and an MPA from California State University, Stanislaus. In 

2021, Dave received a 30-Year ICMA Service Award. 

Dave is the son of David D. Rowlands, Jr. former city 

manager for Antioch (1991-1998) and Chula Vista (1998-

2006). Clovis City Manager John B. Holt is retiring at the 

end of the year. He has served as Clovis City Manager 

since 2021. He joined the city staff in 2000 as a 

Management Analyst and he became City Clerk in 

September 2004. John left the service of the United States 

Navy as a Captain in January 2016. He began his military 

service in August 1985. John joined the city staff in Visalia 

in December 1994 in Financial Services before joining the 

Clovis staff. He earned an MBA from Pacific Lutheran 

University. In 2024 John received a 30-Year ICMA Service 

Award. Rancho Palos Verdes has obtained $42 million 

from the Federal Emergency Management 

Administration (FEMA) to mitigate the expanding and 

accelerating landslide problems in the city. Rancho Palos 

Verdes City Manager Ara Mihranian indicates that the 

money will help buy the most problematic properties; the 

homes that have been most damaged. The city 

estimates that the FEMA money will allow the purchase 

of about 22 homes in the landslide area. California 

Governor Gavin Newsom announced a proposal to 

expand the film & TV tax credit program. This proposal 

would position California as the top state for film 

incentive programs, surpassing other states like New York. 

The Governor says that expanding this tax credit program 

will help keep production in California, generate 

thousands of good-paying jobs, and strengthen the 

state’s film and TV industry. San Francisco Giants baseball 

fan Tim Kerr served as City Manager in Turlock (2005-

2009), Ceres (1998-2005) and Livingston (1990-1998). Tim 

earned a BA from the University of California, Santa 

Barbara and an MPA from Syracuse University, Maxwell 

School. 

 

SHORTS: *Arcadia city manager Dominic 

Lazzaretto, an MPA graduate of California 

State University, Long Beach, previously 

served as the city manager for the City of 

La Palma (2006-2012), and he is a Founder 

of “Ukraine Relief Effort Arcadia” in 

November 2022. *Retired Whittier city 

manager Jeff Collier was seen having a 

“…great sandwich” at Eric Schat’s Bakery in Bishop 

during a drive to Cold Springs, Nevada. *Retired city 

manager John Bramble was spotted in Solvang this 

month celebrating his son’s birthday. *Former City of El  

 

Yosemite Valley picture by  

Mark Ochenduszko, retired 

Coronado city manager. 

 
 

 

Monte Recreation Manager Cathy Fisher, who started 

with the city as a Recreation Leader, is the University of 

Southern California (USC) basketball Official Scorer. 

*Retired Vallejo City Manager Joe Tanner currently serves 

with the California Municipal Finance Authority. *Rocklin 

City Manager Aly Zimmermann, who once worked as the 

League of California Cities liaison to the CCMF Board and 

served as the Vista Assistant City Manager for nearly 9 

years (2012-2020), earned a BA from the University of 

California, Davis and an MPA from San Diego State 

University. *Palmdale City Manager Ronda Perez, who 

previously worked as the Assistant City Manager and the 

Director of Parks, Recreation and Arts for the City of 

Lancaster, recently completed the prerequisites to earn 

an ICMA Credentialed Manager designation. 

*Oceanside Chief of Police Kedrick Sadler retired on 

November 10 after 24 years of service in Oceanside. 

*Corsicana, Texas Interim City Manager Jim Holgerson 

previously worked as a Deputy City Manager in San Jose, 

as City Manager for Modesto, and Interim City Manager 

in Emeryville. *CCMF President Ken Striplin, city manager 

for Santa Clarita, led the annual New & Future City 

Manager’s Seminar, November 6-8, 2024, at the Westin 

Pasadena. *Former Antioch city manager Ron Bernal is 

the new Antioch Mayor. *Johnathan Nicks, who began 

his public service career as a Recreation Leader for the 

City of Norwalk, is the Assistant City Manager for the City 

of Indio starting in September 2024. *Karan Reid, a 

Certified Public Accountant (CPA), is the Director of 

Finance for the City of Concord, and previously served as 

the Finance Director in Benicia and Chief Financial 

Officer for the City of Emeryville. *Retired El Cajon City 

Manager Bill Garrett is a former member of the governing 

Board for the Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College 

District. *Former Long Beach Chief of Police and Los 

Angeles County Sheriff, Jim McDonnell is the next Los 

Angeles Chief of Police. *EKA tells us that the Vincent 

Thomas Bridge that crosses the Los Angeles Harbor and 

links San Pedro with Terminal Island will be completely 

closed for 16 months to complete a major renovation 

beginning in late 2025 or early 2026. *Lourdes Castro 

Ramirez was appointed by Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass 

to serve as the city’s new Chief Housing and 

Homelessness Officer. *Ronald Kiedrowski, who earned 

BA degrees from North Dakota State University and an 

MUP from Wayne State University, served as City 

Manager for American Canyon (1992-1994), La Quinta 

(1986-1992) and Show Low, Arizona (1984-1986). *Former 

U. S. Marine Corps officer Paul Connelly of the San Diego 

Police Department is the new Coronado Chief of Police. 

***    


