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Retired Indian Wells and Atascadero city manager 

and past CCMF President Wade McKinney and his 

wife Cheryl McKinney celebrated their 45th Wedding 

Anniversary in March. They relocated their home to 

Springfield, Missouri. This pictures was taken at the 

NASCAR Food City 500 at Bristol Motor Speedway in 

Bristol, Tennessee. They were there to see Elk Grove 

native Kyle Larson win the race. 

 

California Managers in Cities from          

Gilroy to Grass Valley 

 

This May 2025 issue of the City Manager Newsletter 

by Trackdown includes information regarding the 

cities of Gilroy, Glendale, Glendora, Goleta, 
Gonzales, Grand Terrace, and Grass Valley. Two of 

these cities, Glendale and Glendora, are in Los 

Angeles County and the remaining five are in the 

counties of Monterey (Gonzales), Santa Barbara 

(Goleta), San Bernardino (Grand Terrace), Santa 

Clara (Gilroy) and Nevada (Grass Valley).  

 

Jimmy Forbis is the City Administrator for Gilroy, and 

Roubik Golanian is the Glendale City Manager. 

Adam Raymond is the Glendora City Manager, and 

the Goleta city manager is Robert 

Nisbet. Carmen Gil is the Gonzales 

interim city manager, Konrad Bolowich 

is city manager for Grand Terrace, and 

the city manager for Grass Valley is Tim 

Kiser.  
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http://www.ekapr.com
https://www.tripepismith.com/
https://cjpia.org/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
http://www.willdan.com
https://www.cityofgilroy.org/
https://www.glendaleca.gov/
https://www.cityofglendora.gov/Home
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/
https://gonzalesca.gov/
https://www.grandterrace-ca.gov/
https://www.cityofgrassvalley.com/
https://gonsalvi.com/
https://trackdownmanagement.net/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/


  

 

 

 

  City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown Management                             Page | 2                                  
May 2025                                                                                                                         Volume No. 19 | Issue No. 6                            

 

 

California Managers in Cities from          

Gilroy to Grass Valley 

 

Gilroy is named for a Scotsman 

emigrant, John Gilroy, who came 

to California in 1814. Gilroy is 

known for its garlic crop and has 

held the name as the “Garlic 

Capital of the World.” The 

settlement now known as "Old Gilroy" grew up 

around the Gilroy rancho complex. Following the 

end of the Mexican-American War in 1848, John 

Gilroy served as  alcalde (mayor) of the village. The 

community was incorporated as Gilroy in March 

1868. The city served as a stagecoach station for 

the Butterfield Overland Mail and other stage lines 

in the late 19th century. The 2020 population is 

59,520. Jimmy Forbis is the Gilroy City Administrator 

and Bryce Atkins is the Assistant to the City 

Administrator and Acting City Clerk. Harjot Sangha 

is the Finance Director.  

 

Jimmy Forbis was named City 

Administrator for Gilroy in October 

2020. Jimmy served as a Parks & 

Recreation Supervisor for Los Altos 

Hills from March 2003, until she 

joined the San Mateo County staff 

as a Management Analyst in 

September 2005. In October 2007, Jimmy took a 

Budget Manager position with Morgan Hill. Jimmy 

earned a BA from Missouri Western University and an 

MPA from San Jose State College. In 2024, he 

received a 20 Year ICMA Service Award. 

 

Assistant to the City Administrator Bryce Atkins 

served as City Manager for Mendota in 2012-2013, 

after serving as the Director of Support Operations, 

before he joined the Rohnert Park city staff as a 

Senior Analyst in 2013-2016. He worked for Gilroy 

starting as a Management Analyst in October 2016. 

He served as Interim Finance Director in 2020 before 

he joined the Shafter staff as Director of 

Administrative Services. He returned to Gilroy in 

2021. Bryce earned a BA in public administration 

and an MPA from California State University, Fresno. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former City Manager 

Larry J. Kosmont, Chairman and CEO. 

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year. 
 

Kosmont Companies serves cities, counties, quasi-

government agencies, private companies, 

developers, and non-profit organizations, including 

educational institutions across California. With 

unmatched expertise in public/private transactions, 
 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges, and solutions. 

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on 

approach to economic development focused 

on successful outcomes.  

 

The firm is an expert in economic development, real 

estate consulting, financial analysis, and 

redevelopment dissolution. 
 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., No. 382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266 
 

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632          

 

This gym is a place where strength 

training is used for self-improvement. 

Special group sessions for sports 

teams, police and fire departments 

or other groups  may be arranged. 

 

Raw Performance Coach/Owner, William Ha,  

CSCS is a professional and popular certified  

strength and conditioning coach. 
 

Call: 714-335-4436 |                                                         

10579 Bloomfield Avenue 

Los Alamitos, California 90720 

 

A blue and white logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
https://www.cityofgilroy.org/
https://www.kosmont.com/
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Executive Level Posse Roster: 
 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager    

Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager 

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia 

Chuck Bryant, Past City Admin., Hawaiian Gardens  

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, West Sacramento 

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired City Manager 

 

Posse Roster: 
 

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired City Manager, Rocklin  

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager, Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon 

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Atascadero 

Donald Jeffers, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park 

Wayne Wedin, Retired City Manager, Brea 

Karen Herrera, Retired Deputy City Manager, Duarte 

 
 

City Manager Newsletter by 

       Trackdown Management 
 

                       10 Claret 

      Rancho Mirage, California 92270 

 

Cell Phone:  Jack Simpson | 562-896-5424 

Cell Phone: Susan Simpson | 310-418-1035 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. 

RWG delivers practical advice and solutions  

tailored to the unique needs of public entities. 

 

Working seamlessly across offices in 

 Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange 

County, Temecula, and the Central 

Coast. The RWG team of experts 

provides the full scope of public law 

services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from 

listening carefully and asking the right questions. 
 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the Board  

of Trustees of the California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF 

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
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Many piers and 

boardwalks are 

located along the 

California coast. It is 

estimated that there 

are about three dozen 

public piers along the 

coast. Some piers, like 

the Santa Cruz Wharf, 

provides a place to fish, and enjoy the sights and 

sounds of crashing surf, and watch and listen to the 

active ocean birds. Among the piers and boardwalks 

is the Huntington Beach Pier.  

California Managers in Cities from          

Gilroy to Grass Valley 

 

Glendale stems to raising livestock 

and farming starting around 1784 

on land that became a Spanish 

rancho. Jose Maria Verdugo 

received Rancho San Rafael from 

Governor Diego de Borica. 

Verdugo expanded his ranch 

operations and grew crops such as grains, peppers, 

oranges, figs, grapes and pomegranates. The city of 

Glendale was incorporated in 1906. The 2020 

population is 196,543. The city manager is Roubik 

Golanian and the City Clerk is Dr. Suzie Abajian. The 

Finance Director for the City of Glendale is Michele 

Flynn, and Onnig Bulanikian is the Director of 

Community Services and Parks.  

 

Glendale City Manager Roubik 

Golanian has worked for the city 

for nearly 25 years. He joined the 

city staff in September 2000 as a 

Senior Civil Engineer and worked 

himself up in the organization, He 

served as Director of Public Works 

for nearly 4 years starting in July 

2014 and worked as the Assistant City Manager from 

May 2018 until March 2021. He was appointed City 

Manager in March 2021. Roubik began his public 

service career in 1987 as an Engineering Technician 

for the City of Ceres. He earned a BS in civil 

engineering, and a BASc in applied science, civil 

engineering from the City of St. George’s University 

of London, and an MA in organizational leadership 

from Woodbury University. 

 

Onnig Bulanikian came to Glendale in 2003 and 

was promoted to the Community Services and Parks 

Director in July 2016. He previously worked for the 

City of Los Angeles, Recreation and Parks Aquatics 

Section. He earned a BA in sociology and an MPA 

from California State University, Northridge. 

 

Former Glendale City Manager (1983-1988) James 

M. Rez, passed away at 91 in October 2016. Jim 

succeeded City Manager Hugh McKinley, who 

served from 1978 to 1983.  

 

https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
https://www.glendaleca.gov/
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California Managers in Cities from          

Gilroy to Grass Valley 

 

Glendora is on the world-famous 

Route 66 and is located the San 

Gabriel Valley. The city is known 

as the “Pride of the Foothills.” 

British emigrant rancher Henry 

Dalton owned a huge swath of 

land that includes areas of 

today’s Azusa, Glendora and stretch from San 

Dimas to Pasadena. Glendora was established in 

the 1880s on previously remote agricultural land as 

real estate began to boom. Railroad service to the 

area came in 1887. Glendora was incorporated in 

November 1911. Adam Raymond is the city 

manager, and Moises Lopez is the Assistant City 

Manager. Marie Ricci is the Deputy City Manager, 

and Jeff Kugel is the Director of Community 

Development. Kyle Johnson is the Finance Director 

and City Treasurer. Kathleen Sessman is the City 

Clerk and Communications Director. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities. 

Since 1988, The Olson Company mission                                

has been to work hand-in-hand with cities to  

solve the critical shortage of urban housing  

by promoting and investing in responsible  

development that improves quality of life for  

everyone.  
 

The company has successfully 

 partnered with more than 100 cities since 1988. 
 

Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 
 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

 3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100                                   

Seal Beach, CA 90740 

 

 

Chris Fisher of Willdan 

Financial, a rabid 

Philadelphia Eagles and 

Phillies fan, poses with 

the statue of Harry Kalas, 

the legendary Phillies 

broadcaster. Fans 

formed a non-profit to 

pay for the statue tribute 

at Citizens Bank Park in 

Philadelphia. This is a 

2014 picture of Chris. 

 

 

City Manager Adam Raymond 

previously served as the Riverside 

Chief Financial Officer. Adam 

began his public services career as 

a Management Analyst for the City 

of San Bernardino in 2007. In 2010 he 

took a Senior Administrative Analyst 

for the City of Rancho Palos Verdes. 

Adam joined the Riverside city staff as a Senior 

Internal Auditor in April 2011. He was promoted 

often and became the Chief Financial Officer and 

Treasurer in August 2017. He was hired to be the 

Glendora City Manager in August 2018. Adam 

earned a BS in accounting from the University of La 

Verne and an MPA from California Baptist University.  

 

Glendora’s last city manager before Adam 

Raymond was Chris J. Jeffers. Chris was at the helm 

starting in 2007. After leaving the Glendora city staff, 

Chris served as the city manager for the City of 

South Gate, first as Interim in 2021, and retired in 

December 2023. Chris was the Monterey Park city 

manager for 16 years starting at the age of 31 in 

1991. He succeeded City Manager Mark Lewis in 

Monterey Park.  

 

 

Paul Philips, Greg 

Korduner, Tony Olivito, 

Sam Olivito,  

Jim DeStefano and  

William Rawlings. 

 

 

 

https://www.cityofglendora.gov/Home
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
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Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Telephone: 949-235-0525                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 
 

       

Wolf & Company Inc. provides  municipal 

consulting services to State and local 

    governments, and not-for-profit corporations. 
 

    Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis                     

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program  

Administration and Oversight 

Agent Services. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
163 Limestone Road, Claremont, CA 91711 

Telephone: 949-235-0525 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

 

The Independent Cities Finance Authority is an 

unaffiliated Joint Powers Authority (JPA) with the  

goal of helping communities fund critical projects. 
 

Since its inception in 1988, ICFA has assisted  

funding more than $500 million in critical  

community projects, from hospitals to charter  

schools, public utilities, and housing. 

 

Jose Solache, ICFA President                                    

Lynwood City Council Member 
 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                         

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

California Managers in Cities from          

Gilroy to Grass Valley 

 

Goleta’s first known European 

visitor was the explorer Juan 

Rodriguez Cabrillo, who explored 

around The Channel Island in 

1542. An expedition in 1782 lead 

to the establishment of the Presidio of Santa 

Barbara, and the Santa Barbara Mission. The Goleta 

area was placed with the Santa Barbara County 

coastal areas in the jurisdiction of the presidio and 

mission. Goleta grew as a large unincorporated 

area and was incorporated in February 2002. The 

2020 population is 32,690. Robert Nisbet is the Goleta 

city manager, and Jaime Valdez is the Assistant City 

Manager since April 8, 2014. Luke Rioux is the 

Director of Finance and Deborah Lopez is the City 

Clerk.  

 

Goleta City Manager Robert “Bob” 

Nisbet was hired to serve as city 

manager in September 2022. He had 

been serving as the Half Moon Bay 

city manager between February 

2018 and August 2022. Prior to Half 

Moon Bay, Bob worked six years as 

Assistant General Manager for the East Bay 

Regional Park District. He worked 12 years with the 

Santa Barbara County General Services 

Department, including 7 years as the Department 

Director. Prior to the county, Bob worked as the 

Public Works Director for the city of Carpinteria  for 

7 years. Bob earned a BS in construction 

management from Washington State University and 

an MA in economics from the University of 

California, Santa Barbara. 

 

Gonzalo Vazquez, 

retired Cypress 

utilities executive, 

and Vickie Vazquez 

on their 2025 

exploration trip to 

Australia and New 

Zealand. This picture 

was taken at 

Queenstown, New 

Zealand.  

Text

Description automatically generated

https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/
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California Managers in Cities from          

Gilroy to Grass Valley 

 

Michelle Green, worked for the city of Goleta for 18 

years, the last 8 years as city manager. Michelle 

retired in 2022. Michelle’s last official day as city 

manager was August 31, 2022. 

 

Dan Singer resigned as Goleta city 

manager in April 2014 to become the 

City Manager for the City of Poway. 

Dan began his public service career in 

November 1991 as an Administrative 

Intern for the city of Lafayette. Dan 

was hired to serve as Assistant to the City Manager 

in Ojai in July 1992. He was appointed Director of 

General Services for Ojai in December 1998, and he 

became the Ojai city manager in March 2001. Dan 

was hired as the City Manager in Goleta in 

September 2005. After working in Goleta until May 

2014, he was appointed Poway city manager in 

2014. After leaving Poway in September 2016, Dan 

worked a special project in the City of Del Mar.  He 

was hired to be the Santa Paula city manager in 

August 2019, where he continues to work. Dan 

earned a BA from Chapman College, and an MA in 

political science and an MPA from Syracuse 

University. In 2024, Dan received a 30 Year ICMA  

Service Award.  

 

 

 

 

Jonathan Royas, Santa Paula, President 

Joseph Cisneros, La Palma, Vice President 

633 E. Cabrillo Blvd., Santa Barbara, CA 93103 

 

Both MMASC & MMANC support ICMA’s  

educational, diversity, equity and inclusion efforts. 

 

 

 

Candice Rankin Mumby, President 

Sustainability Manager, Walnut Creek 

Anthony Valdez, Vice President 

Assistant City Manager, Bakersfield,  

 

3620 American River Drive, Suite 230,                              

Sacramento, CA 95864 

 

 

 

 

Jim L. Barisic, former 

Artesia City Manager 

who also worked in 

Cerritos and 

Paramount, and is a 

Viet Nam veteran, 

founded Brandywine in 1994. 

 

Jim and two of his sons Brett Whitehead and David 

Barisic, and Alex Hernandez, the President of the 

Homebuilding Division, and Mario Urzua, the Chief 

Financial Officer are the Brandywine Homes 

executive team. Please check the firm’s website 

for current sales! 

 

Now selling: Avila - El Monte, Cabrillo Crossings - 

Santa Ana, Carson Landing - Carson, and  

Mirasol - El Monte 

  

Coming Soon: Solara - Westminster 

 

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

Contract the firm for information about their Local 

Heroes program incentives and advantages. It is 

an honor to help local first-responders, teachers, 

military members, nurses and firefighters. 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                      

16580 Aston Street 

Irvine, California  92606 

 
 

“Proof of Life” Lunch, July 17, 2025  
 

The next “Proof of Life” lunch 

will be at the Northwoods Inn 

Restaurant in La Mirada on 

Thursday, July 17, 2025. Please 

put it on your calendar and 

plan to be there!  
 

This “Proof of Life” lunch 

picture shows former city 

managers Johnny Johnston, Mike Sedell & Bill Crowe. POL 

luncheons are opportunities for former colleagues to meet 

and greet. The  importance of the POL is magnified when a 

participant passes on unexpectedly like former Palmdale 

city manager, the late James “Jim” Purtee. Other POL 

participants lost are Bill Holt, Darrell Essex, Frank Tripepi, 

Howard Chambers, Mary Strenn and Ray Harris, Gather at 

11:30 for the noon lunch on Thursday, July 17, 2025. 

https://www.mmanc.org/events/annual-conference/
https://www.mmasc.org/353/Annual-Conference
http://www.brandywinedev.com
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This is Presley Simpson Guarino, the Director of  

Hydration for Trackdown Management. With Summer 

approaching rapidly, the need for hydration must be 

revisited. Presley says, “Drink lots of water!” 

 

California Managers in Cities from          

Gilroy to Grass Valley 

 

Gonzales is an incorporated city 

in Monterey County. Gonzales 

was founded by Dr. Mariano 

Gonzales and his brother Alfredo 

Gonzales on land that was 

originally a local rancho. The 

rancho was given to their father, 

Teodoro Gonzales, in 1836 while he was serving 

as “alcalde” of Monterey. The brothers laid out the 

town in a grid in 1874. The city was incorporated in 

January 1947. The 2020 population is 8,647. Carmen 

Gil was appointed City Manager in June 2023.  

 

Carmen Gil is the current Gonzales 

city manager. She was appointed 

city manager in June 2022, first as 

Interim and then city manager in 

June 2023. She has more than 

fifteen years of experience 

working with local governments. 

Carmen served the City of Gonzales for 3 and a half 

years first as the Community Engagement and 

Strategic Partnerships Director, and then as the 

Interim City Manager. Before coming to the City of 

Gonzales, Carmen worked for the Monterey County 

Health Department. Carmen earned a BSW from 

San Jose State University and an MPA from the 

University of San Francisco.  

 

After only four months on the job, City Manager 

Trevin Barber resigned as Gonzales city manager. 

He started his city manager tenure in Gonzales in 

January 2023 and resigned in May. His four-month 

city manager tenure is one of the shortest in the 

State in recent years. He had previously served as 

the Assistant City Manager in Seaside. He started 

serving as an Economic Development Manager for 

the city of Modesto in August 2023. Trevin earned an 

AA from the Antelope Valley Community College in 

Lancaster, and a BA from the University of California, 

Santa Barbara and an MPA from California State 

University, Bakersfield. Berkley H. Brannon was city 

manager in 1978. 

https://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://gonzalesca.gov/
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California Managers in Cities from          

Gilroy to Grass Valley 

 

Grand Terrace is a city located 

in San Bernardino County. 

Grand Terrace foundation goes 

back to Mexican land grants 

dating from the time between 

1830 and 1840. Mormon settlers 

came shortly after, arriving in 

the San Bernardino Valley, during the 

1850s. Originally, the area was simply referred to as 

"the Terrace", but the word "Grand" was added 

around 1898 because of the grand views which 

surround the city. Grand Terrace was incorporated 

in November 1978. The 2020 population is 13,150. 

Konrad Bolowich is the City Manager and Daysi 

Alcocer is the City Clerk. Christine Clayton is the 

Grand Terrace Finance Director, and Kamran 

Dadbeh is the Interim City Engineer. Seth Armstead 

was the first Grand Terrace city manager and city 

clerk and was followed by Tom Schwab. 

 

 Konrad Bolowich began his city 

manager tenure January 4, 2022. He 

previously served fourteen years as 

Assistant City Manager for the City of 

Loma Linda, and before that he 

worked as an infrastructure inspector 

in Loma Linda.  

 

G. Harold Duffey began his Grand Terrace city 

manager tenure in June 2015 and left in July 2021 to 

accept the City of Oakland Public Works Director 

position. Before joining the Grand Terrace city staff 

Harold worked as the City Manager for Compton. 

He started his public service career with the City of 

Riverside, and later worked for the County of San 

Bernardino, the City of Sacramento and the County 

of Yolo. He also served as City Administrator in 

Oroville. He earned a BA from the University of 

Redlands  and an MPA from California State 

University, San Bernardino.  

 

Director of Planning and Development Services 

Steve Weiss served as Acting City Manager in July 

2021, and retired city manager professional Michael 

Milhiser served as Interim City Manager until 

January 3, 2022.  

 

“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready 
     to help with outreach campaigns, 

     video production, content writing,  
  messaging, graphic work, technology 

         infrastructure and websites." 

    --Ryder Todd Smith, President 

 

Marketing – Technology – Public Affairs – Training 
Telephone: 626-536-2173 

 

 

Retired U.S. Navy Captain Bill Hearther and his 

youngest daughter Jessie Hearther having fun 

together in San Diego at the Gaslamp Quarter and at 

Petco Park for a Giants and Padres game. The 

Hearthers are Giant fans! 

https://www.grandterrace-ca.gov/
https://www.tripepismith.com/
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Joe A. Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; 

you don't need them often but when you do, they 

had better work." 
 

Anthony D. Gonsalves and two of his sons, 

Jason A. Gonsalves and Paul A. Gonsalves, are 

expert local government lobbyists. 
 

Founded in 1975 by former Assembly Member 

Joe A. Gonsalves, the firm represents 50-plus cities 

and is a key player in city legislation. The firm works 

closely with the League of California Cities. 

 

Anthony Gonsalves 

is a long time 

Member of the 

California City 

Management 

Foundation (CCMF) Board of Trustees. 

Taylor Gonsalves is the firm’s 

Director of Communications 
                

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

925 L Street, Suite 250 

Sacramento, California 95814 
 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

 

California Managers in Cities from          

Gilroy to Grass Valley 

 

Betsy M. Adams was selected to serve as Grand 

Terrace City Manager in November 2009. She 

succeeded City Manager Steve Berry starting her 

Grand Terrace tenure in December. She was the 

third city manager in Grand Terrace’s 31-year history 

at the time. Betsy worked for the city of Moreno 

Valley for 19 years prior to joining the Grand Terrace 

city staff. She was the Moreno Valley Assistant City 

Manager during her last four years with the city. G. 

Harold Duffey followed Betsy’s resignation that was 

announced in November 2013. Harold joined the 

staff in 2015 after acting and interim managers filled 

the position. Kenneth Henderson and Carol Jacobs 

served in the temporary capacities. Carol previously 

served as city manager for Eastvale and Stanton. 

She also worked starting in 2015 as Assistant City 

Manager in Newport Beach before leaving for a 

private sector position. 
 

 

Los Angels County Division of the League 
 

Division Staff 

Jennifer Quan, Executive Director 

Jeff Kiernan, Legislative Director 

Nicholas Cabeza, Communications Manager 

www.LACities.org 

 

 

 

San Gorgonio Pass wind farm 

stretches from the pass near 

Cabazon to North Palm 

Springs. Development began 

in the 1980s. As of May 2024 

there were 666 wind turbines 

with a total rated capacity 

of 628 megawatts. 

 

https://gkkwpoeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014Wa2tSJFxWjJ1-QFHDbHpbhqp1cvsnQIU7FjuIk9-08MKzg3AjxfsJ51vLQ8m9InZ-GIjhu5cvOp_GER4NZu083ixcoeCmV5eGFbt9Llc2iEyINa8YoJx_ohpopYhksJl3eugWO0eaK6WYil-Nj3d3rhXf7vPfDb&c=LFmrehcEY6aHo67t2gs1SshW5y8gBc0jVZaoDWQcJl2Ds2hjv79IcA==&ch=XmCwoBsLPTCm76ykThr6WkkgyZFmTRg1FSCbV19Qtee31eM9JXkvEg==
https://gonsalvi.com/
https://cjpia.org/
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Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. The Founding Partner is Harvey 

Englander, and Partners include Matt Knabe, Marcus 

Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam Englander, 

Alex Cherin and Kellie Hawkins lead it. We pride 

ourselves on providing a unique and strategic 

perspective on a wide variety of issues. 
 

EKA provides lobbying, government affairs, public 

relations, political campaigns, and crisis 

management services for a wide variety of clientele. 

In addition, EKA provides professional litigation 

communication and expert witness services led by 

our team of strategists, lawyers, journalists, and 

media relations specialists. 
                                                   

Together, EKA has more than 100-

years of combined experience and 

a multitude of relationships within the 

City & County of Los Angeles, and 

the 88 cities within Los Angeles 

County. Matt Knabe graduated from 

Pepperdine University. He was a four-year member 

of the Pepperdine University Men’s Golf Team. 
 

To contact EKA, please call 213) 741-1500                        

or email  matt@ekapr.com. Matt Knabe, Managing 

Partner,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://Caseysimpson.iii.earth 
Some of the most effective vitamins you  

can buy! Vitamins supplements that are not absorbed 

can be a waste of money. Contact  

Casey Simpson to discover the vitamin products  

that provide maximum absorption.  

 

California Managers in Cities from          

Gilroy to Grass Valley 

 

Grass Valley is a northern Gold 

Country city located in Nevada 

County between Sacramento and 

Reno, Nevada. Grass Valley was 

originally known as Boston Ravine 

and later it was named 

Centerville. Gold was discovered at Gold Hill in 

October 1850 and the population in the area grew. 

When a post office was established the town was 

named Grass Valley for an unknown reason and 

Grass Valley was incorporated in March 1893. The 

2020 population is 14,016. Tim Kiser is the City 

Manager and Michael G. Colantuono is the City 

Attorney. Taylor Whittingslow is the City Clerk and 

Deputy City Manager. Andy Heath is the 

Administrative Services Director and Jennifer 

Styczynski is the Deputy Finance Director. Amy 

Kesler-Wolfson is the City Planner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed 

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.  

             

  CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 
 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law. 
 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Michael is an elected member of the American Law 

Institute, and he is a leading expert in local 

 government legal issues.  
 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020).  

https://chwlaw.us/ 
 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357; 213-542-5700; 

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665 

 

 

 

 

Graphical user interface

Description automatically generated

mailto:matt@ekapr.com
https://caseysimpson.iii.earth/
https://chwlaw.us/
http://www.ekapr.com/
https://www.cityofgrassvalley.com/
https://chwlaw.us/
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California Managers in Cities from          

Gilroy to Grass Valley 

 

Timothy Kiser joined the Grass Valley 

city staff in June 2005 as Public Works 

Director and City Engineer. Tim 

worked for a private consulting firm 

in Napa and he worked for Placer 

County. Tim was elevated to city 

manager in September 2017 when 

City Manager Bob Richardson 

resigned to take the city manager position in the 

City of Auburn. Bob was the first full-time city 

manager for Grass Valley. He was hired in 2014. 

After Tim earned an Associates degree from Napa 

Valley College, he earned a BS in civil engineering 

from California State University, Sacramento.  

 

Picking Up the Pieces: Tim Chapa, 

retired as City Manager for the City of 

Sanger in 2023. Tim also worked as the 

city manager for the cities of Arvin and 

Rio Vista. Tim currently works part-time 

as the District Administrator for the 

Calwa Recreation & Park District in 

Fresno. He is proud of having just 

installed a dual-pitch Musco Futsal 

court in the park. This project is funded 

through Proposition 68, State Water and Park Bond of 

2018, the U.S. Soccer Foundation and District capital 

reserves. Calwa officials say both courts will provide for a 

“5-a-side” play, which has become the “standard” in 

youth soccer development. Additionally, these courts will 

provide for year-round soccer play for the youth and 

community. Sebastopol City Manager Don Schwartz has 

stepped down with a mutual separation agreement with 

the city following a performance evaluation on April 14. 

Assistant City Manager Mary Gourley was appointed 

Acting City Manager. Don is receiving 9 months, or 

$183,000, in severance, according to the Sebastopol 

Times. Don served as an Instructor at Sonoma State 

University from January 2019 until May 2023. Prior to 

joining Sebastopol as city manager in January 2024, Don 

worked nearly 10 years as the Assistant City Manager for 

the City of Rohnert Park (April 2014-January 2024). Don 

earned a BA is sociology from the University of California, 

Berkeley and an MPP from the Kennedy School at 

Harvard University. Shawn Bayliss is the new City of 

Hidden Hills city manager. Shawn has been serving as 

Executive Director for The Bel-Air Association, a San 

Fernando Valley gated community. He takes the reigns 

in Hidden Hills from Interim City Manager Gloria Molleda. 

Shawn previously worked in planning and land use & 

development for the City of Los Angeles. He is an alumnus 

of The Ohio State University. 

 

 

 

 

 

NHA advisors, LLC provides strategic, objective  

and financially sound advice to public agencies 

throughout California. Consistently ranked as one   

of the most active municipal advisors*, NHA   

Advisors is distinguished from the competition by 

delivering broad advisory and consulting services  

to meet the challenging and complex needs  

of public agency clients.  

                                                                                               

As a fiduciary, the firm develops comprehensive 

options and strategies that solve for 

maintaining/enhancing service levels, capital 

project needs, manage and contain costs and 

risks such as rising pension costs and promote fiscal 

sustainability through prudent policies. 

 

Principals include  Mark Northcross, Eric Scriven,        

Mike Meyer, Rob Schmidt, and Leslie Bloom. 

  

Craig Hill, Managing Principal    
Financial & Policy Strategies. Delivered. 
Telephone: (415) 785-2025   

Cell: (415) 518-4130 

Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Lake County boat dock. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated in the City of Willows 

mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
https://nhaadvisors.com/
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Providing Financing Solutions and 

Comprehensive Financial Strategies to 

California Public Agencies. 
 

NHA Advisors, LLC provides strategic, objective 
and financially sound advice to public agencies 
throughout California. Consistently ranked as one 
of the most active municipal advisors*, the firm 
distinguishes itself from the competition by 
delivering broad advisory and consulting services 
to meet the challenging and complex needs of a 
wide range of public agency clients. As a fiduciary, 
NHA Advisors develops comprehensive options 
and strategies that addresses needs from 
maintaining and/or enhancing service levels, 
capital project needs, manage and contain costs 
and risks such as rising pension costs and 
promote fiscal sustainability through prudent 
policies. 

The firm’s leadership averages 25+ years of public 
finance experience. NHA Advisors, LLC has 
worked with more than 175 public agencies on 
hundreds of diverse projects, ranging from small 
$500,000 privately placed loans to larger $500 
million bond financings. 

 

Mission Statement 
 

NHA Advisors was founded to make the process 
of public finance accessible and understandable 
for governmental entities as well as to help them 
achieve the lowest possible cost of financing. 
NHA Advisors strives to provide underserved 
agencies with access to financing to better meet 
the needs of their communities. Using our broad 
base of knowledge, we bring qualified parties 
together to create an effective collaboration that 
meets both public policy and private demands. 

 

 

NHA Clients Served 
 

NHA Advisors’ Leadership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Craig Hill, Managing Principal 

Office: 415.785.2025 x 2001 

Cell: 415.518.4130 

Fax: 415.506.3401 
craig@NHAadvisors.com 

 

Other NHA Advisor professionals include: 

Mark Northcross 

Eric Scriven 

Mike Meyer 

Rob Schmidt 

Leslie Bloom  
 

 

mailto:craig@NHAadvisors.com
https://nhaadvisors.com/
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“Whitey” Herzog was a baseball 

outfielder and manager. He is 

remembered most for his MLB 

managerial career. He was born 

November 9, 1931, and he passed 

away at the ag of 92, April 15, 

2024. Whitey was inducted into the 

Hall of Fame in 2010. 

More Pieces Picked Up: 

Incorporating in July 2024, 

Mountain House is the newest  

city in California. In 1849, 

Thomas Goodall installed a big 

blue denim cloth tent that 

served as a midway stopover 

for miners and prospectors 

heading to and from the Sierra 

Nevada gold fields and San 

Francisco. The San Joaquin 

County Board of Supervisors approved the Mountain 

House community in November 1994. Steven Pinkerton is 

the City Manager and Jodi Almassy is Deputy City 

Manager. The Administrative Services Director is Sarah 

Ragsdale and the Finance Director is Thomas Retchless. 

Santee City Manager Marlene Best has left her position, 

and the city is looking for an Interim replacement. No 

reason for Marlene’s leaving has been announced. She 

became the Santee city manager in March 2016 after 

she served as city manager in Calexico (2005-2006) and 

Imperial (2006-2016). Marlene was the Lake Elsinore 

Assistant City Manager from December 1998 until 

January 2005. She was born and raised in Lemon Grove. 

In 2023, she received a 25 Year ICMA Service Award. 

Marlene earned a BS in physical education from San 

Diego State University. In 2019 she was one of seven 

leaders recognized at a Women in Leadership Luncheon 

hosted by the San Diego East County Chamber of 

Commerce. Former Santa Clara City Manager Dianna J. 

Santana has been hired to serve as the Milpitas interim 

city manager. She was the Santa Clara city manager 

from October 2017 to April 2022. Dianna also worked as 

the city manager for the City of Sunnyvale from June 

2014 to October 2017. She was the Oakland City 

Administrator from August 2011 to March 2014. Dianna 

earned a Master of City Planning, from the School of 

Architecture & Planning of the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (MIT). Antioch has a new Chief of Police and 

Assistant City Manager. It has been announced that 

Interim Chief Joe Vigil and Interim Assistant City Manager 

Brad Helfenberger will continue in those positions on a 

permanent basis. Antioch City Manager Bessie M. Scott is 

pleased with these personnel moves. Joe replaces retired 

Chief Brian Addington. Brad came to Antioch in February 

2021 as the Director of Parks and Recreation. He earned 

a BS in recreation from San Jose State University. 

 

 

 

 

 

City Manager Benjamin Martinez is working through “…a 

mutual agreement of separation” from the City of 

National City. Ben’s three-year employment agreement 

has been terminated early. He began his city manager 

tenure in National City in November 2023. Stephen 

Manganiello is the Acting City Manager. Officials 

selected Armando Vergara to replace former City 

Manager Brad Raulston, but Armando died of natural 

causes in late June 2023. Deputy City Manager Scott Huth 

stepped in as acting city manager. In August 2023, Ben 

was appointed as the interim city manager prior to being 

hired for the job. Retired city manager Mike Egan, a 

Director with Tripepi Smith, has been hired 

to serve as Interim City Manager for the 

City of La Palma. La Palma City Manager 

Conal McNamara is leaving to accept 

the city manager position for the City of 

Whittier. He will be the ninth city manager 

in Whittier’s 127-year history. Mike’s first 

city position was with the City of 

Bellflower. He worked his way up to serve as the Bellflower 

city manager for 14 years, starting in 1997 following Linda 

Lowry. Mike served as the Norwalk city manager from 

August 2011 until his retirement in September 2017. Since 

retiring, Mike has worked as a Director for Tripepi Smith, 

and he served as the Interim City Manager for the City of 

Artesia in January 2022. Mike earned a BA in Behavioral 

Science from California State University Polytechnic 

University, Pomona. Fred Davis, who served the City of 

Chico for 45 years and retired as city manager in 1992. 

Fred was born June 7, 1924, and passed away at the age 

of 90 on Thursday, April 23, 2015, in Chico. Fred was born 

in San Francisco in 1924. In 1942 he enlisted in the U. S. 

Army Air Corps and served in the European theater 

during WW II. He earned a BS in civil engineering from the 

University of California, Berkeley. Fred began his local 

government career as Assistant Public Works Director in 

the City of Napa. He became the Director of Public Works 

for Chico in 1953. Fred was appointed city manager in 

1957. After retirement, he operated a consulting firm for 

the next 15 years. A celebration  of life was held for Fred 

on Tuesday, June 16, 2015. 
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: Lodi 

city manager Scott R. Carney, who 

was placed on administrative 

leave  regarding alleged misuse of 

public funds issues, was hired to 

serve as the city manager in June 

2024. He served as Deputy Director 

at the California Department of 

Health Care Services from July 

2021 until June 2024. Scott worked as a Deputy City 

Manager for the City of Stockton (September 2014 – 

February 2020). In Lodi Scott succeeded 

former City Manager Steve Schwabauer, 

who left the city to become the Manager 

for the North San Joaquin Water 

Conservation District. Christina Jaromay 

the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 

Director, is the Acting Lodi City Manager.                                                                                         

                                                                                           

Special Report: Cultivating Tomorrow’s Local 

Government Visionaries; the four (4) California’s 

representatives in the 2025 Class of Leadership ICMA 

include Corey Costelloe, Assistant City Manager for 

Tehachapi; Stone James, Twentynine Palms City 

Manager; Brian MacDonald, Tracy Director of Parks, 

Recreation and Community Services; and Jackie Rocco, 

West Hollywood. Seth Floyd, the Director of Community 

Development for the City of Las Vegas, Nevada is the 

lone participant invited from Nevada cities, and the 

Oregon cities are represented by City Manager Tyler 

Deems of Sandy, Oregon.  

 

Sydney Fitch is a Junior Business Analyst for Tripepi Smith. 

Sydney joined the firm in July 2023. One of her 

responsibilities has been until recently to provide 

distribution services for the City Manager Newsletter by 

Trackdown. Sydney graduated from Foothill High School 

in Santa Ana, and she earned a BA in communications 

from San Diego State University with minors in Spanish and 

digital and social media studies. Sydney is a past 

President of Lambda Pi Eta – Pi Beta Chapter in San 

Diego. San Marino City Manager Philippe Eskandar, 

known to many for his lush-full-beard, began his public 

service career in April 2007 as a Recreation Leader for the 

city of Newport Beach. In 2005 he worked as a 

Recreation Leader in the city of Burbank. Philippe joined 

the Glendale city staff in 2010 as a Program Specialist. He 

became Administrative Officer in Glendale in April 2014. 

In Mary 2017, Philippe took an Administrative Analyst job 

in the city of Westlake Village. By July 2019, he was 

appointed Deputy City Manager. He was appointed San 

Marino in July 2023. He earned a BA in criminology from 

the University of California, Irvine, and two Master 

degrees from Pepperdine University.  

 

“Sunshine on my shoulder makes me happy!” 

---Lyric from a John Denver song 

SHORTS: *Former Hawaiian 

Gardens and Bellflower 

staffer Sylvia Rodrigues 

was seen enjoying dinner 

this month at Las Casuelas 

Nuevas in Rancho Mirage, 

and Sam and Sharon 

Olivito were seen having dinner at the Cowboy Cantina 

at The River, also in Rancho Mirage. *Thirty-year law 

enforcement veteran David Dickey is the new Chief of 

Police for the City of Ventura. *Berkeley Cjty Manager 

Paul Buddenhagen initiated a citywide hiring freeze to 

help address a budget deficit. *Tom Corning was sworn 

in as Chief of Police for the City of Ukiah by former Chief 

Cedric Crook. *Darin Gale is the new Interim City 

Manager for the City of Brentwood as City Manager Tim 

Odgen leaves the position to become General Manager 

of the Cosumnes Community Services District (CCSD). 

*Dana Point City Manager Mike Killebrew has worked for 

the city more than 16 years, and he was 

appointed city manager starting in March 

2020. *Harlingen, Texas native and Brea 

resident Jessica Balandran, who earned a  

BA and MPA from St. Mary’s University is a 

Senior Administrative Analyst for the Public 

Utilities Department in the City of Anaheim, and 

previously worked for Vernon, Cudahy and Tripepi Smith. 

*Rebekah Smith is the Director of Operations for Willdan 

Financial Services. *M. Cleve Morris was appointed city 

manager for Placerville in January 2011 and previously 

served as city manager for Patterson. *Danny Jimenez is 

the Finance Manager for the City of Orange Cove where 

Daniel T. Parra is the City Manager. *Santa Rosa City 

Manager Maraskeshia Smith, earned a BS from the 

University of Kentucky and an MBA from Eastern Kentucky 

University, Is a Board Member for Women Leading 

Government and a Foundation Board Member at 

Sonoma State University. *Woodland city manager Ken 

Hiatt joined the Woodland city staff in 2013 and previously 

worked 20 years for the City of Davis. *Mariana Mitchell, 

who previously worked for Murrieta, Riverside and 

Fontana, is the new Menifee Community Services 

Director effective March 2025. *Hawaiian Gardens City 

Manager Ernesto Marquez, previously worked for the 

California State Department of Fish & Game and with the 

City of Long Beach and earned a BA and MPA from 

California State University, Long Beach. *After working as 

the Soledad city manager (September 1981 – August 

1984), Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, who is an ICMA Credentialed 

Manager, retired and currently operates Carlos Urrutia 

Consulting, served as the City Manager for the City of 

Rocklin from August 1984 until his retirement in December 

2010. *Since 2009, La Shelle Dozier has been the 

Executive Director for the Sacramento Housing and 

Redevelopment Agency. *Gavin Curran is the Assistant 

City Manager and Chief Financial Officer for the City of 

Laguna Beach and earned a BBA and BS from Loyola 

Marymount University. *** 


