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                                     “Providing thread to help stitch together the 
                                     fabric of the City Management Community.” 

City Managers With     

Special District Connections 

Members of the Municipal Management 

Association of Northern California (MMANC) 

note that 95% or so of their membership comes 

from cities.  They are making an effort to 

improve membership by special districts/school 

districts and or JPA executives.  Russ Leavitt, an 

Engineering Assistant with the Central Contra 

Costa Sanitary District (CCCSD), and the 2002 

MMANC Past-President suggested that we put 

together a listing of City Managers who have a 

Special District/School District or JPA 

experience in their employment history.  We 

are happy to give it a try and we hope that 

whatever we do is helpful with the MMANC 

recruitment effort. 

We previously submitted a list of public 

manager who worked both in cities and 

counties, and it is only fitting that we do the 

same for our special district friends, which 

means to us schools districts, COG and JPA 

executives too. Many thanks go to Russ Leavitt 

for helping with the research for this issue.  

Please remember that there is no claim that 

this is an exhaustive list.  We have tried to 

present a good representative list for everyone 

to enjoy.   

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm 

New Cerritos Towne Center Building 

Nears Completion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A five-story office building developed by 

Transpacific Development Company in the 

Cerritos Towne Center is expected to be 

completed early this summer. 

The building will add approximately 91,334 

square feet of new commercial office space 

to the Towne Center.  The project will create 

approximately 350 new jobs and provide an 

estimated $77 million of additional revenue for 

the City/Redevelopment Agency over the 

lifetime of the lease. 

A prominent architectural feature, the dome 

structure and spire represent a creative 

collaboration between the building’s architect 

John Spohrer and sculptor Lyle London. The 

four geometric arrays on the dome are 

composed of 12 aluminum bands. These 

bands create the transparent surface of the 

dome, which is crowned by the stainless steel 

sculpture “Undulating Spire.” Once completed, 

computer-controlled LED lights will create the 

illusion of the dome hovering over the building 

at night. 

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm
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Managers With Special District Connections 

In September, 2001 we lost Albert R. St. Cyr at 

age 68.  Albert was a veteran public manager.  

In 1961 the National Guard and U.S. Army 

veteran became a Public Information Officer 

for an Irrigation District in La Mesa.  From there 

he became an Assistant Administrative Analyst 

in San Diego in 1963.  In February, 1964 Albert 

was appointed Assistant City Manager in 

Mountain View, and some six years later 

moved on to become the City Manager in 

Sausalito in 1970.  In 1973 he became the 

Business Manager for the Fremont Union High 

School District and in 1974 he took a similar 

position with the Palo Alto School District.  In 

September, 1976 he became the Town 

Manager in Coventry, Rhode Island.  In 

November, 1977 he returned to California as 

the Director of Community 

Development/Services in Pacifica.  In July, 1978 

he took the Pacifica City Manager position 

where he served up 1980.  In 1981 Albert went 

to the Ravenswood City School District in San 

Mateo County as the Assistant Superintendent 

of Administrative Services.  In November, 1985 

Albert became the Business Manager in the 

Los Altos School District.  In 1987 Albert took the 

Town Manager post in Barrington, New 

Hampshire and in 1989 he became the first 

Bow, New Hampshire Town Manager from 

where he retired in July, 2001 due to ill health.  

Albert earned a BA from San Diego State 

College. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com/ 

Trackdown Posse Roster 
Gregory Korduner, Huntington Park * 

Howard Chambers, Lakewood 
Mike Egan, Bellflower 
Ernie Garcia, Norwalk 

Joe Tanner, Retired City Manager 
Bob Gutierrez, Moreno Valley 

Dave Carmany, Seal Beach 
Maria Dadian, Artesia 

Linda Lowry, Pomona ** 
Ken Bayless, Greater L.A. Vector Control District 

Jeff Stewart, Los Alamitos 
Kevin O’Rourke, Urban Futures, Inc. 

Tom Odom, Lomita                                                                                                                                                                      
George Rodericks, Belvedere                                                                                                                                                        
June Catalano, Pleasant Hill 

Nelson Oliva, Hercules 
Richard Ramirez, American Canyon 

Vern Lawson, Lancaster ** 
Fred Diaz, Fremont 
Fran Delach, Azusa 

Bill Kelly, Urban Futures, Inc. 
Chris Kelly, Chino Hills 
Don Penman, Arcadia 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 
Anthony Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 
Bill Crowe, El Segundo 

Gerald W. Forde, McFarland 
Steve R. Thatcher, SRT Associates 

Ernesto Marquez, Hawaiian Gardens 
Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan, La Mirada (Retired) 

Bob & Nadean Dickey, South Gate 
Deborah Lopez, Pico Rivera 

Glenn Southard, Indio 
Jan Perkins, Management Partners 

Andy Takata, Yucca Valley 
Marcia Raines, Millbrae 

Gene Rogers, Moreno Valley (Retired) 
Anthony R. Ybarra, South El Monte 

Arthur C. Simonian, Simonian Consulting, Inc. 
Mike Segrest, Moraga 
Bob Griego, Irwindale 

Ken Caresio, Retired City Manager 
Greg Nordbak, Midway City Sanitary District 

Carlos Urrutia, Rocklin 
Michael P. Busch, Urban Futures, Inc. 
David M. Jinkens, South Lake Tahoe 

Wade McKinney, Atascadero 
Mike & Judie Sedell, Simi Valley 

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates 
Fred Guido, County of Los Angeles                                                                                                                          

Tim Kerr, “In Transition” 
Doug LaBelle, Chino Hills  (Retired)       

City of Cerritos                                                                                                          
John Keisler, Long Beach                             

Sheryl Lindsey-Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                                    

Sam Olivito, California Contract Cities Association                                                                                      

Bob Dominguez, Placentia (Retired)                                                                      

Jack Lam, Rancho Cucamonga                                                                               

Larry F. Pennell, Wasco (Retired)                                                                            

Phil Vince, Martinez                                                                                                 

Gary Chicots, Retired City Manager                                                                        

Rod B. Butler, Crescent City 

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com/
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For Municipal Law Services                  

Call the Firm of                    

Colantuono & Levin                   

www.CLLAW.US 

 

Managers With Special District Connections 

Windsor Town Manager J. Matthew Mullan 

began his public management career in 1977 

working in Customer Service in Daly City.  In 

1980 Matt started a seven year walk on the 

private business side, and returned to his public 

management career in 1987 as a Construction 

Administrator in San Francisco.  In December, 

1989 he was appointed Assistant General 

Manager for the Windsor Water District, and in 

December, 1992 Matt was appointed Windsor 

Assistant Town Manager.  He has served as 

Town Manager since July, 2005.  Matt has a BA 

from the University of San Francisco, and he 

has earned a 20-year ICMA Service Award. 

A special retirement dinner was held in 

October, 2000 to honor Paul A. Williams as he 

retired as General Manager from the 

Brooktrails Township Community Services 

District in Willits.  Paul began his career as a 

Director of Environmental Services in Palm 

Desert in 1974.  In 1981 Paul became a 

Principal Planner in Sacramento, and in 1983 

he took the Director of Community 

Development in Agoura Hills.  From 1988 to 

1992 Paul was the General Manager of the 

Windsor Water Department.  In February, 1992 

he was appointed Windsor Town Manager. 

Paul took the Brooktrails Township CSD General 

Manager position in 1993.  He has a BA from 

Wittenberg University in Ohio and an MPA from 

USC. 

Independent Cities Association                
49th Annual Seminar, July 9-12, 2009                          

Rancho Bernardo Inn, San Diego                   

www.icacities.org 

 

 

 

 

http://caltrust.org/                                               

Contact Lyle Defenbaugh about CalTRUST investment 

opportunities for cities.  Lyle.Defenbaugh@wachoviaps.com 

 

David A. Caretto, currently a Planning 

Commissioner in Big Beach Lake, began his 

career as a Planning Technician in Lynwood in 

1973.  Later that year he joined the Signal Hill 

staff as a Planning Assistant.  In 1976 Dave was 

appointed Signal Hill Assistant City Manager 

and in March, 1978 he became City Manager.  

Dave move to Pico Rivera as Assistant City 

Manager in December, 1984, and in October, 

1992 he was appointed Irwindale City 

Manager.  Dave left Irwindale in 1996 to take 

the Aliso Water Management Agency General 

Manager position.  He took the South Orange 

County Wastewater Authority General 

Manager post in 2001 and retired at the end of 

2005.  Dave has a BA and an MA from UCLA.  

He earned a 30-year ICMA Service Award. 

Diamond Bar City Manager Jim De Stefano and La 

Mirada City Manager Tom Robinson discuss issues at a 

recent meeting.  California Contract Cities Association 

Executive Director Sam Olivito is in the background. 

 

 

http://www.cllaw.us/
http://caltrust.org/
mailto:Lyle.Defenbaugh@wachoviaps.com
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Managers With Special District Connections 

It was 1957 when Thomas M. Butch began his 

public service career in Sierra Madre as an 

Administrative Assistant.  He was appointed 

Assistant City Administrator in 1959, and left 

Sierra Madre in 1963 to become the City 

Administrator in Arroyo Grande where he 

served for nearly 18-years.  He was appointed 

to the Reedley City Manager post in 1982, and 

left that city in October, 1988 to be General 

Manager of the Southern California Joint 

Powers Insurance Authority (currently the 

California Joint Powers Insurance Authority).  

Tom retired in 1994.  Tom has a BA from the 

University of California and an MPA from USC.  

Tom has a 35-year ICMA Service Award. 

Coachella City Manager Timothy O. Brown 

began his public management career as an 

Accounting Clerk in Chino in 1974.  In 1977 he 

was appointed Assistant City Treasurer in 

Glendora, and in 1980 Tim moved to Upland as 

the Finance & Redevelopment Director.  In 

1984 Tim took the Compton City Comptroller 

post, and in 1991 he was appointed Assistant 

City Manager in Hawthorne.  In 1994 Tim was 

selected to serve as the Seaside City Manager.  

In August, 2000 Tim took a Public Advisor 

position with the South Coast Air Quality 

Management District, and in 2003 he became 

the Chief Operating Officer for the Inglewood 

Unified School District.  In October, 2007 Tim 

was recruited to be the City Manager in 

Coachella.  He has an AA from Mt. San 

Antonio Community College.   

 

 

 

 

www.MathisGroup.net 

 

 

http://www.ejdelarosa.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Trackdown is not the only picture taker out there.  Here is 

Millbrae City Manager Marcia Raines focusing. 

Del Mar City Manager Karen Plover Brust 

began her public management career in 

Wallingford, Connecticut as the Town Treasurer 

in 1987.  In 1989 Karen was appointed Deputy 

Director of Finance in New London, 

Connecticut.  In December, 1991 she moved 

west to California to accept the Director of 

Finance post in South Gate.  In 1994 Karen 

moved to the Finance Director job in Gardena, 

and in 1998 she was appointed Director of 

Finance for the San Diego Water Authority.  

Karen worked there until 2008 when she was 

appointed City Manager in Del Mar.  She has a 

BS and an MS from Central Connecticut State 

University.  Karen has earned a 20-year ICMA 

Service Award. 

Holtville City Manager Laura G. Fisher was a 

Supervisor for the El Centro Elementary School 

District in 1990.  In November, 1998 Laura 

became a Public Works Analysts for El Centro, 

and in December, 2004 she was appointed 

Utility Rate Analyst for the Imperial Irrigation 

District.  Laura was selected to be the Holtville 

City Manager in 2005.  She has a BS from 

National University and an MBA from San Diego 

State University. Holtville celebrated its 100th 

year as a city in 2008. 

Remember Flag Day June 14, 2009 

http://www.mathisassociates.com/
http://www.ejdelarosa.com/
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http://www.morelandservices.com/ 

Managers With Special District Connections 

Robert Griego is in his second stint as the City 

Manager of Irwindale.  Bob started his public 

agency management career as a Manpower 

Intern in a Federal Government program in 

Washington, D.C. in 1969.  He joined the 

Whittier staff in 1977 as a Workforce Planner, 

and was appointed to be an Administrative 

Assistant in Whittier in 1980.  In March, 1981 Bob 

got the Assistant City Manager post in Whittier 

where he served for a little more than 8-years.  

In 1989 Bob took the Deputy Chief 

Administrative Officer position in San Diego 

County.  He first came to Irwindale as City 

Manager in 1997 and left in 2000 to be the 

General Manager  of the Otay Water District in 

San Diego County.  Bob returned to the 

Irwindale City Manager post in 2007.  He has 

an AA from Barstow College, a BA from San 

Diego State University and an MPA from UCLA. 

Bob is a former ICMA Regional Vice President 

and he has earned a 25-year ICMA Service 

Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Six-year old Tyler Pouncéy is finishing his first year of public 

school at Joe A. Gonsalves Elementary in the ABC Unified 

School District...June, 2009. 

El Cerrito City Manager Scott Hanin was a 

Senior Analyst in the Mayor's Office of 

Operations in New York City, New York in 

between 1989 and 1991.  Between 1993 and 

1999 Scott worked as a consultant for Hilton 

Farnkopf & Hobson.  In March,  1999 Scott was 

appointed Executive Director on the West 

Contra Costa Integrated Waste Management 

Authority in San Pablo.  Scott was selected to 

be the El Cerrito City Manager in 2001.  He has 

a BA from the University of Delaware and an 

MPA from New York University.  Scott has a 10-

year ICMA Service Award. 

 

 

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com 

Monte Sereno City Manager Brian Keith 

Loventhal began his public management 

serviced as an Assistant Planner for the Port 

San Luis Harbor District in Avila Beach in 1992.  

In April, 1993 he became an Associate Planner 

for Monte Sereno, and in 1995 he was 

appointed Monte Sereno City Planner.  He was 

selected for the City Manager post in 

December, 1998.  He has a BS from California 

Polytechnic University and a JD from Santa 

Clara University.   

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/   

 

 

 

www.joneshall.com 

http://www.morelandservices.com/
http://www.piperjaffray.com/
http://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.joneshall.com/
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Every California City Manager should be a member!  

California City 

Management 

Foundation 

www.cacitymanagers.org 

 

Managers With Special District Connections 

Named for the "Father of the Port of Los 

Angeles" Phinneas Banning, though he never 

set foot in the San Gorgonio Pass area, 

Banning incorporated in 1913.   City Manager 

Brian S. Nakamura began his public 

management career 80-years later in 1993 as a 

Budget Analyst for the Elk Grove Community 

Services District.  In September of that year 

Brian took a Land Use Planner post in Winters.  

Developing a well-rounded foundation, Brian 

next became a Budget & Grants Manager in 

Yolo County in 1994.  In June, 1996 he was 

appointed City Manager of Sutter Creek, 

"Jewel of the Gold Country."  In November, 

1999 Brian took the City Manager post in 

Oregon City, Oregon, returning to California in 

2003 as the Director of Public Works in 

Riverside.  Brian was recruited to be the 

Reedley City Manager in 2005 and moved to 

the Banning City Manager post in 2008.  Brian 

has a BA from California State University, and 

an MPA and DPA from USC. Brian has earned a 

10-year ICMA Service Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/  

Remember Independence Day, July 4th! 

In 1996 Darrel L. Pyle was the Finance Director 

in Visalia. Prior to that he began his public 

service career as an Auditor-Appraiser for the 

Tulare County Assessor's Office.  He took the 

post of Chief Financial Officer for the Visalia 

Unified School District in 2001.  In 2002 Darrel 

went to Porterville as the Administrative 

Services Director, and he was then elevated to 

Deputy City Manager in 2003.  Darrell was 

appointed Tulare City Manager in December, 

2005.  He has a BS and MS in Business 

Administration with an emphasis in Accounting 

from California State University, Fresno.   

Michael S. Tree has been the Twentynine Palms 

City Manager since June, 2006.  Between 1994 

and 200 Michael was the General Manager for 

Sierra Management. In 2000 he was appointed 

General Manager of the Morongo Basin Transit 

Authority.  The MBTA is a joint powers authority 

that operates in ten communities, and is 

headquartered in Joshua Tree. Michael has a 

BS from Brigham Young University and an MS 

from San Jose State University.  

http://www.mercergroupinc.com/
 

 

Country Music 

Singer/Song 

Writer Casey 

Simpson at LAX 

preparing to 

catch a flight 

to Nashville on 

May 28, 2009. 

 

Listen to Country Music Singer Casey Simpson  

www.myspace.com/caseysimpsonmusic 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cacitymanagers.org/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.mercergroupinc.com/
http://www.myspace.com/caseysimpsonmusic
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www.keenan.com 

Managers With Special District Connections 

Yountville Town Manager Steven R. Rogers 

started his career as an Interim Public Works 

Director in Olathe, Kansas in 1985.  In 1986 he 

was an Administrative Intern in Mesa, Arizona, 

and in 1987 he came to California to be an 

Administrative Assistant in Santa Paula.  He was 

appointed Assistant to the City Administrator in 

1989.  In 1990 Steven went to Ann Arbor, 

Michigan for a similar position and then back 

to California in Indio as the Assistant to the City 

Manager, and the Administrative Services 

Director in 1994.  In 1996 Steven took the San 

Bruno Assistant City Manager post.  In 2004 he 

was appointed General Manager/Chief 

Executive Officer of the North Tahoe Public 

Utility District.  He came to Yountville as Town 

Manager in 2007.  Steven has a BA from the 

University of Michigan and an MPA from the 

University of Kansas.  He has a 20-year ICMA 

Service Award.  

 

 

www.willdan.com 

 

 

 

http://www.jones-mayer.com/ 

 

"Changes start occurring when budgets are cut."  

--Unknown Source 

 

In 1971 Karen A. Smith was a Human Relations 

Coordinator in Martinez.  She was appointed 

Administrative Assistant in 1972 and then left for 

Union City to be the Personnel Director in 1975.  

In 1977 she was appointed Assistant City 

Manager and then in 1979 Karen was selected 

to be the Union City City Manager where she 

served until 1995.  In March, 1995 Karen was 

appointed Executive Director of the Waste 

Management Authority of Alameda County.  

She retired in 2008.  Karen was President of the 

League of California Cities City Managers' 

Department in 1993 and she served as a 

Regional Vice President on the ICMA Executive 

Board in 1984-85.  Karen has a BA from the 

University of California and an MPA from 

California State University. 

Call Urban Futures at (714) 283-9334 

http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/ 

In 1969 Steve A. West was an Administrative 

Analyst in San Diego.  In 1970 he was a San 

Diego Financial Operations Supervisor, and in 

1974 Steve worked as an Executive Assistant to 

the San Diego Chief of Police.  In 1977 he took 

a post as an Executive Assistant to a member 

of the City Council in San Diego, and in 

October of that year he worked as a 

Legislative Analyst.  In 1979 Steve was 

appointed Assistant to the  City Manager in 

San Diego.  Steve was recruited to be the 

Lancaster City Manager in December, 1988.  In 

1991 he took the City Manager post in 

California City, and in 1998 he was the City 

Manager in Hesperia.  Since 2001 Steve has 

served as the General Manager of the San 

Gabriel Valley Mosquito  & Vector Control 

District.  He has a BA from the University of 

California, and he has earned a 30-year ICMA 

Service Award. 

 

 

http://www.keenan.com/
http://www.willdan.com/
http://www.jones-mayer.com/
http://en.proverbia.net/citasautor.asp?autor=17381
http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/
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Managers With Special District Connections 

William Woollett, Jr. started his long public 

management career in 1956 as an 

Administrative Assistant for Los Angeles County.  

Bill became the first Rosemead City Manager 

following its incorporation in 1959, and then he 

was the first City Manager in Temple City in 

1960.  In 1965 Bill was appointed City Manager 

in Monterey Park, and served there until 1970 

when he tried private business for a couple of 

years.  In 1972 Bill was appointed to be the first 

Irvine City Manager. He was honored with the 

title of Irvine City Manager Emeritus in August, 

1989, but he was not ready to retire.  He was 

appointed Chief Executive Officer on the 

Transportation Corridor Agency (TCA) and 

served there until the end of 1998 when he 

retired at the age of 70.  Still active, however, 

Bill served as the Interim City Manager in Aliso 

Viejo for nearly two years following its 2001 

incorporation.  In 2004 Bill was appointed 

Interim CEO of the San Joaquin Hills and 

Foothill/Eastern Transportation Agencies.  He 

has a BS from California State University.  He 

served as a Regional Vice President of the 

ICMA Executive Board in 1987-89, and he 

earned a 40-year ICMA Service Award. The 

City of Irvine named their state-of-the-art 

Olympic-size competitive swimming pool the 

William Woollett, Jr. Aquatic Center.  The 

facility has 1,500 seats for spectators and plays 

host to many swimming events, classes and 

water aerobics. 

 

 

 

 

      

http://www.kosmont.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of California's City Manager leaders is    

Laguna Hills City Manager Bruce Channing. 

Norman Blacher began his public 

management career in 1949 as a Training 

Program Coordinator for the University of 

Kansas.  In 1951 he was appointed Senior 

Administrative Analyst in Kansas City, Missouri, 

and in 1954 he was the Community Manager 

in Sea Gate, New York.  From 1961 until 1970 

Norman worked in the private sector. In 1970 

he was appointed Deputy Director of Training 

& Development with the State of California 

Human Resources Department.  In 1973 he 

became the Executive Director of the Ventura 

County Association of Governments where he 

served for a little more than 15-years.  In 

October, 1988 Norman was selected to be the 

City Manager in Fillmore.  In 1989 he decided 

to be a Management Consultant working out 

of Somis, California near Camarillo.  Norman 

has a BS from the University of Colorado and 

an MA from Stanford University.  He 

participated in the 1985 ICMA Exchange 

Program to Israel, and he has earned a 25-year 

ICMA Service Award. 

 

 

 

http://www.styo.com/ 

http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.styo.com/
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Managers With Special District Connections 

Of course there are many others out there who 

could have been included in this list, and 

perhaps we will try to piece together another 

such list for some future newsletter issue.  

Honorable mentions must go to San Diego 

County Water Authority General Manager 

Maureen A. Stapleton who has a work history 

that includes positions in the ciites of Covina, 

Fontana, Claremont and San Diego, though 

she never served as City Manager.  Also, Santa 

Monica Assistant City Manager Jennifer F. 

Phillips worked for the Orange County Transit 

Authority and the Los Angeles County 

Sanitation Districts, though never serving in the 

top managerial slot.  Jennifer is an MMASC 

Past President and a California State University, 

Long Beach alumnus. 

 

 

Experienced in conducting personnel – 

and internal affairs investigations. 

www.willdan.com 

 

 

 

 

http://www.parsinfo.org/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/ 

Don't Forget Father's Day, June 21, 2009...            

"The First Day of Summer!" 

KNAPP GOLF CLASSIC               

June 15, 2009 

Though we lost our veteran City Manager friend 

Gaylord Knapp on March 8, 2008 to Huntington’s 

Disease, the Knapp Golf Classic continues to 

support the research efforts of the Huntington’s 

Disease Society of America.   Tournament Chair 

Doug La Belle, recently retired from Chino Hills, 

notes that during the past nine years, the Knapp 

Golf Classic has raised more than $250,000 

contributed to find a cure for this devastating 

disease. 

The 2009 Knapp Golf Classic will tee off on Monday, 

June 15, 2009 at the Western Hills Golf and Country 

Club, 1800 Carbon Canyon Road, Chino Hills 91709.  

Entry fee is $175 per golfer and $35 for dinner only 

participants.  

City Managers and former City Managers on the 

Knapp Golf Classic Committee include:  Doug La 

Belle, Mike Fleager, Terry Belanger, Bruce 

Channing, Art Gallucci, Dan Joseph, Tom Mauk, 

Don Powell, Dave Ream, Gene Rogers and Jim 

Ruth.  Gaylord’s son Scott Knapp is also on the 

Committee.   

For information regarding the tournament contact 

Doug La Belle at (949) 422-0121, or email him at 

mauidoug3@hotmail.com 

 

City Manager's 

Parachute Fails to Open 

Steamboat Springs, Colorado City Manager Jon 

Roberts, a former Victorville City Manager, was 

seriously injured in a skydiving accident near Perris 

during Memorial Day weekend when his main 

parachute failed to deploy. He is being treated at 

the Loma Linda University Medical Center for 

damage to his thoracic artery in his chest.  He and 

his son were participating in a group formation 

skydive on Saturday when the accident occurred.  

He said that he could not find the rip cord for his 

main chute and landed with his  reserve chute, 

tangling in a television antennae after successfully 

missing a building. He fell some 30-feet. 

 

 

 

http://www.willdan.com/
http://www.parsinfo.org/
http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/
mailto:mauidoug3@hotmail.com
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Picking up the Pieces: Reno, Nevada Assistant City 

Manager Susan Schlerf previously served as 

Assistant City Manager in South Lake Tahoe.  She 

has a MA from California State University, 

Dominquez Hills in Carson, and a BA in journalism 

from Humboldt State University, Arcata. City 

Manager Michael Hackett has been released by 

the City of Arcata following consideration of his 

request to further extend his leave.  He has been on 

medical leave since November 20, 2008, and Police 

Chief Randy Mendosa has served as Interim City 

Manager in his absence. Villa Park's new City 

Manager Lori Sassoon comes to the city from San 

Bernardino where she has been serving as Acting 

City Manager. She relieves Interim City Manager 

Don Powell. Former Grand Terrace City Manager 

Tom Schwab has decided to retire.  Tom became 

City Manager in Grand Terrace in 1989.  He suffered 

a life-threatening brain injury known as a subdural 

hematoma nearly a year ago, and Assistant City 

Manager Steve Berry has been filling in on a 

temporary basis. 

Women Leading Government (WLG)           

A Cal-ICMA Coaching Program   WLG is designed to 

assist female managers in their career development.    

http://icma.org/main/bc.asp?t=0&bcid=971 

Thanks to ICMA (WLG) has a new web site. 

Colton Chief of Police Bob Miller has been 

appointed Interim City Manager replacing City 

Manager Daryl Parrish, 52, who is the new Covina 

City Manager. Loma Linda Public Works Director T. 

Jarb Thaipejr, 46, a native of Thailand, has been 

appointed City Manager to replace the retiring 

veteran Dennis Halloway.  As a cost-saving effort 

Jarb will serve as both City Manager and Public 

Works Director.  He has been DPW for the past 8-

years. Mayor Wallace Edgerton has announced 

that George Wentz, 59, of Winzler & Kelly, a 

consulting firm specializing in city governments, has 

been appointed City Manager in Menifee.  He has 

been serving as Interim City Manager.  Anderson 

City Manager Scott Morgan, 52, has accepted the 

City Manager post in West Melbourne, Florida.  

Scott's wife's elderly parents live outside of Orlando. 

Scott 31-year career started in Fountain Valley. 

Lathrop's Interim City Manager Cary Keaton, 47, has 

been officially appointed City Manager. Keaton 

came to Lathrop in 2002 as Public Works Director 

from Morgan Hill where he was Deputy Director of 

Public Works. He has a civil engineering degree 

from the University of Wyoming. City Manager Joe 

Tanner has resigned from Vallejo effective June 1. 

Plan to join Casey Simpson at Cruisin' For a Cure! 

Pleasanton City Manager Nelson Fialho and former 

City Manager Deborah Acosta McKeehan both 

serve on the Board of the Pleasanton Cultural Arts 

Foundation, and both are Honorary Board 

Members for the Las Positas College Foundation.  

Dublin City Manager Joni Pattillo, and Livermore 

City Manager Linda Barton are also Las Positas 

College Foundation Honorary Board Members. 

Pasadena City Manager Michael Beck was the 

featured speaker at the West Pasadena Residents 

Association annual meeting in May. Former Turlock 

City Manager Tim Kerr notes that his employment 

agreement leaves no doubt that he is entitled to 

retirement benefit contributions.  City Attorney 

Phaedra Norton required the city to pay Tim's 

severance as a lump sum and PERS does not allow 

retirement benefit contributions to be made on 

lump sum payments. Tim had to personally make 

the appropriate contribution, and filed a claim with 

the city requesting reimbursement, which the city 

denied. Corte Madera City Manager from 1989 to 

1991 Gary C. Chase died on July 9, 1999 at the age 

of 65.  He had managed in South Lake Tahoe and 

Moraga, and he also taught at Golden Gate 

University from 1988 until his death. A Fresno County 

Grand Jury report is critical of Sanger leadership 

including former City Manager Jim Drinkhouse.  Jim 

resigned without explanation last February.  John 

White is the Sanger Acting City Manager/Public 

Works Director. 

 

http://icma.org/main/bc.asp?t=0&bcid=971
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www.joneshall.com 

Jones Hall's founding members, Ken Jones, Bob 

Hill, Andy Hall and Sharon White, left the San 

Mateo law firm of Wilson, Jones, Morton and 

Lynch in 1978 to form Jones Hall Hill & White in 

San Francisco, bringing many decades of 

municipal bond practice and expertise to the 

new firm.  

From its inception, Jones Hall has been 

dedicated solely to the practice of municipal 

bond law, and has grown to include bond 

counsel, disclosure counsel and underwriter’s 

counsel services on all forms of tax-exempt 

and taxable financings for public agencies in 

California.  In 1984 the firm changed its 

organization from a partnership to a 

professional law corporation, and in 1997 the 

firm changed its name to Jones Hall, A 

Professional Law Corporation.  The firm has 

maintained an office in San Francisco 

continuously since it was founded in 1978, and 

has grown in size to fourteen attorneys.  

Jones Hall is the largest California law firm 

solely devoted to public finance.  Jones Hall 

serves primarily as bond counsel, disclosure 

counsel and underwriter's counsel, as well as 

acting as issuer’s counsel and special tax 

counsel in certain circumstances.  This 

specialization allows the firm to orient its 

practice to the special requirements of public 

finance, without the need to suit other 

unrelated areas of the legal profession.  

Jones Hall attorneys and staff are devoted to 

the single goal of assisting local governments 

with their financing needs.  Every financing 

transaction receives the highest level of 

attention from the firm's entire staff.  The firm 

attributes its success to the responsive service it 

provides to all clients, whether their issues are 

very large or very small, and whether they are 

frequent or infrequent issuers. 

 Depth of Experience 

Since the firm’s founding in 1979, Jones Hall has 

served as bond counsel or disclosure counsel 

to more than 1,100 public entities in the State 

of California.  The depth and breadth of the 

firm's experience enables it to bring a greater 

level of knowledge and creativity to the 

structuring of financing transactions than that 

of most other bond counsel firms. 

Jones Hall is one of the most active municipal 

finance law firms in the country.  The focus on 

public finance enabled Jones Hall to be 

ranked, for each calendar year from 2000 

through 2007, as California’s 2nd most active 

bond counsel firm and the most active 

disclosure counsel firm (in each case based on 

number of transactions) according to 

Thompson Financial, the publisher of The Bond 

Buyer. 

 Client Base 

Jones Hall represent all types of California 

public agencies, including cities, counties, 

redevelopment agencies, housing authorities, 

school districts and special districts (such as 

recreation and park districts, water districts, 

sanitary districts, public utility districts and 

community services districts).   

Jones Hall also assist 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organizations (such as private schools, cultural 

organizations and economic development 

corporations) and multifamily housing 

developers (both nonprofit and for-profit) with 

tax-exempt financings.  In addition, Jones Hall 

frequently represent investment banks as 

underwriter’s counsel in municipal bond 

offerings.  

Financing Types 

Jones Hall's attorneys have expertise and 

experience in nearly every type of municipal 

financing structure available to California local 

agencies. 

650 California Street, 18th Floor  

San Francisco, California 94108 

Telephone: (415) 391-5780  

Facsimile: (415) 391-5784 

http://www.joneshall.com/

