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  A Father’s Day weekend four-years ago.                 

This is part of a Trackdown family gathering.                                   

(L to R) Brittney Sugar, Susan Simpson, Tyler Simpson, 

and, all the way from Nashville, Casey Simpson. 

Brittney lives in Hollywood, where she, like most 

entertainment production employees, works 4 or 5 

jobs. She is a graduate of the New York Film College. 

Susan’s day job is with the In-N-Out Burger 

corporate office in Irvine, and she keeps the wheels 

working at Trackdown during her off hours. Tyler is a 

master muscian and is a new senior at the Orange 

County School of the Arts in Santa Ana. Casey is a 

country music singer/song writer and lives in a 

Nashville suburb. She was a finalist on the Nashville 

Star television show.  

 

 

Professional Women in Cities from 

Santee to Seal Beach 
                                                                                      

This Special June, 2020 issue addresses some of 

the women who work in the cities alphabetically 

listed between Santee and Seal Beach. We 

continue to identify women professionals who 

work in California’s cities. This is the 38th issue 

dedicated to women in cities.   

 

There are many well qualified and dedicated 

experienced women serving in California’s 

cities. The list is impressive. Our effort addresses 

the rhetorical question: Where are the women in 

city management?  

 

Of course, it is impossible to report career profiles 

when individuals fail to post their information. 

We apologize to those we miss. Please believe 

that we use maximum effort to include all those 

who belong.   
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with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 
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Professional Women in Cities from 

Santee to Seal Beach 
 

Santee incorporated in December, 1980 in San 

Diego County. The City’s 2019 estimated 

population is 58,081. The City is named for Milton    

Santee, the second husband of Jennie Blodgett, 

whose first husband, George A. Cowles, was a 

pioneer rancher in Sand Diego County. The City 

is well-known for their Sportsplex USA Santee; a 

15-acre sports field complex that opened in 

June, 2010. Marlene Best is the City Manager, 

and Annette Fagan Ortiz is the City Clerk.  

Santee City Manager 

Marlene D. Best, who was 

born and raised in Lemon 

Grove, served as Assistant 

City Manager in the City of 

Lake Elsinore between 1998 

and 2005. Before that she 

started her public service 

career with the Lemon Grove Recreation 

Department in 1980, and she later served as a 

Rereation Supervisor at Lake Powary. In 2005-

2006 Marlene served as the City Manager in 

Calexico before she was appointed City 

Manager in the City of Imperial, where she 

served from 2006 to 2016. She came to Santee 

following the retirement of City Manager Keith 

Till, who had served as City Manager for 14-

years. Marlene joined Santee as City Manager 

in March, 2016. She received a 20-year ICMA 

Service Award in 2018. Marlene earned a BS in 

physical education from San Diego State 

University, and a graduate degree from 

Grossmont College.  

 

“Fall in love with what you do; believe in what 

you’re doing; strive to continuously improve.”  

--Bob Moawad, Edge Learning Institute 

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former City Manager             

Larry J. Kosmont, Kosmont Companies, a certified 

Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) and certified Small 

Business Enterprise (SBE), has earned a national 

reputation and is recognized as expert in real 

estate, financial advisory and economic 

development services. The Kosmont Companies are 

committed to bringing public, private, and non-

profit organizations together to help communities 

flourish.  Call and learn how South Gate earned a 

$5.1 million Real Estate Bonus. 

Mailing Address:  1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                                        

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

                                                                                                   

Market Analyses                                                             

Kosmont Companies thoroughly research the 

potential for a city’s future development to be self-

sustaining. Kosmont experts will determine whether 

the market holds enough existing or potential 

demand for a city’s development to be viable. 

Anne Morrison has served as a City of Santee 

Recreation Program Supervisor or Recreation 

Services Manager since August, 2004. Anne likes 

the “jack-of-all-trades” aspect of the 

Community Services Department. She reports to 

the Director of Community Services, Bill Maertz. 

Anne earned a BS in physical education, 

teaching and coaching from Norhern Illinois 

University.  

Other professional women identified on the city 

staff in Santee include (but are not limited to): 

Erica Hardy is the Santee Director of Human 

Resources & Risk Management; Melanie Kush is 

the Santee Development Services Director; and 

Jessie Bishop is a former Santee Director of 

Human Resources & Risk Management, who 

serves as the Group Human Resources Director 

for the County of San Diego. 

http://www.kosmont.com/
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https://gonsalvi.com/ 

 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; you 

don't need them often but when you do they had better 

work." 

The firm was founded by the late 

former California State Assembly 

Member Joe A. Gonsalves. Until 

his passing, Joe, his son                        

Anthony D. Gonsalves and 

Anthony’s son Jason Gonsalves served as the first 

three generation lobbying firm in Sacramento. 

 

Anthony, Jason and Paul Gonsalves are expert local 

government lobbyists. The firm represents fifty-plus 

cities and is a key player in city legislation. Anthony 

is a member of the CCMF Board. 

 Contact the “Gonsalvi” at                     

Telephone no. 916-441-0597 

925 L Street, Suite 250 Sacramento CA 95814   

Professional Women in Cities from 

Santee to Seal Beach 
 

European settlers first came to the Santa Clara 

County area now know as Saratoga in 1847, 

when William Campbell, father of the City of 

Campbell’s namesake, built a sawmill there. An 

early map named that area Campbell’s Gap. In 

1851, Martin McCarthy founded what is now 

Saratoga as McCarthysville. Martin build a toll 

road to the Santa Clara Valley, and was the 

reason for the community to be called: Toll 

Gate. In 1867 the area got its first Post Office 

under the name of McCarthysville. The city 

incorporated as Saratoga in October, 1956. The 

current City Manager is James Lindsay, and 

Debbie Bretschneider is the City Clerk.      

Assistant City Manager Crystal 

Bothelio began her public service 

career in May, 2005 as a Council 

Aide in the City of San Jose to 

Council Member Linda J. LeZotte. In 

January, 2007 she became the 

Policy Analyst for San Jose Council Member Pete 

Constant. In November, 2007, Crystal joined the 

Saratoga city staff as an Administrative Analyst, 

and in 2015 she was appointed Assistant to the 

City Manager and City Clerk. Crystal became 

Deputy City Manager in July,2017  She was 

elevated to Assistant City Manager In July, 2019. 

Crystal earned a BA in history from San Jose 

State University, and an MPA from the University 

of San Francisco. In 2012 Crystal served as a 

Board Member with the Municipal 

Management Association of Northern California 

(MMANC).    

 

 

“As long as you live keep smiling 

because it brightens everybody’s 

day.” 

--Vin Scully 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/


 

 

 

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management                       P a g e  | 4

June, 2020 Special                                                                                              Volume No. 13:  Issue No. 11 
                                                        

borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

Professional Women in Cities from 

Santee to Seal Beach 
 

Babette McKay is the Human 

Resources Technician for the City 

of Saratoga. In 1991 Babette 

joined the Milpitas city staff as a 

Recreation Coordinator, where 

she worked in cultural arts. From 

October, 1997 until 2016, she was 

with a volunteer center, an arts center and as 

an HR consultant with a San Jose group. In 

September, 2016 Babette joined the Saratoga 

city staff. She earned a BS in recreation 

administration from San Jose State University, 

and an MA in health education from the 

University of Alabama. Babette also earned a 

graduate certicate in volunteer & community 

resources management from the University of 

North Texas.  

In July, 2006 Debbie Pedro went to 

work for the Town of Los Altos Hills as 

their Community Development 

Director. After more than 8-years in 

Los Altos Hills, Debbie took the 

Planning Director position with the 

Town of Portola Valley in August, 2014. She was 

appointed Community Development Director 

for the City of Saratoga in January, 2018. Debbie 

earned a BA in architecture from the University 

of California, Berkeley, an MUP in urban and 

regional planning from San Jose State University, 

and an MPA from the University of San Francisco.  

Lauren Pettipiece started her career 

as a Recreation Leader in Tracy in 

2011. After working nearly 4-years 

for the Tracy City Center 

Association, Lauren joined the 

Saratoga staff in 2016 as an 

Administrative Analyst, and was appointed 

Public Information Officer in 2018. She earned a 

BA from California State University, Sacramento. 

http://www.nwfg.com/ 

A Woman-Owned Firm:                             
Newcomb Williams is a woman-owned affiliate of 

an investment banking firm providing underwriting 

and financial advisory services to public agencies, 

including school districts, and non-profit 

corporations. Experts in mobile home park financings, 

certificates of participation, general obligation bond 

financings, tax allocation refunding, revenue and 

expense projections modeling, utilities and energy 

financings and implementation of special tax 

methodologies.                                                                        

Telephone No. 

760-860-0222 

Pam Newcomb,                   

Janees Williams 

and William 

D'Allaird  

   

6842 Embarcadero Lane                                                          

Carlsbad, California 92011  

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.usi.com 
 

USI has developed sophisticated employee  

benefit programs for public entities for more than 

30-years.  USI helps agencies design innovative 

benefit solutions and provide benefit education  

to bargaining units. 

 

For more information contact Gary Delaney                

at (424) 390-0010 or gary.delaney@usi.com 

USI Insurance Services                                             

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                              

Torrance, CA 90503            

 

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS, Manager 

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com 

 

http://www.nwfg.com/
http://www.usi.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
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 Trackdown Posse Roster                                                
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Michael J. Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Denise Ovrom, Former City Manager &                  

Principal, HdL Companies                                         

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Ernesto Marquez, Former City Manager 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

David Jinkens, Retired City Manager 

Joe Goeden, Retired W. Sacramento City Manager 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

 

Posse Roster: 
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager                                                            

Howard Chambers, Retired Lakewood City Manager                                                                                    

Dave Carmany, West Covina, Interim City Manager                                                                                

Ken Bayless, Ret. GM LA Vector Control & Ret. LASD Chief        

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Sam Olivito, Interim Executive Director, ICA 

Dr. Bill Mathis, Mathis Group                                                                                  

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Gary Milliman, City Manager, Brookings, Oregon                                                                                                                           

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager; Past Pres. CM/LCC                                                                                 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

John F. Shirey, Retired Sacramento City Manager                                                    

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager; Past Pres. CM/LCC                   

Lee C. McDougal, Retired Montclair City Manager  

Ray Silver, Retired City Manager, Past Pres. CM/LCC                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Mark Scott, Indio City Manager   

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Jeff Mathieu, Retired Big Bear Lake, City Manager 

Greg Devereaux, Retired San Bernardino County CEO                        

Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager                                          

Ron Stock, Retired City Manager, Weed 

                                                                                                                      

 
“Attitudes are contagious. Do you want people 

around you to catch yours?”                                        

—Bob Moawad,                                                         

Founder of the Edge Learning Institute 

 
                                                    

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim Barisic founded Brandywine in 

1994. Jim and his three sons         

Brett Whitehead, Mark Whitehead 

and David Barisic                        

direct Brandywine Homes.  

 

Some of the Projects that are selling now are in the 

Cities of San Dimas, Whittier, Anaheim, and Duarte. 

Coming soon are projects in                                   

Norwalk, and Placentia.  

                                                                                       

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

                                                                

Candlewood Villas Whittier,  

A Brandywine Homes 

Development 

 

 

 

                                         

      

Brent Whitehead, Mark Whitehead and David Bar 

                                                                              

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    

16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 92606                               

 

 
City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown 

Penned by Trackdown Management 

Jack A. and Susan Simpson 

16707 Gerritt Avenue 

Cerritos, California 90703-1442 

Email:  jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

Cell Phone No. 562-896-5424 

http://www.brandywinedev.com/
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
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http://willdan.com/ 

                                                                                              

Founded in 1964  

Tom Brisbin is the Willdan Chief Executive Officer 

 

 Willdan Financial Services:   

Mark Risco, President & CEO;                                                     

Robert "Chris" Fisher; Gladys Medina; Anne Pelej; 

Jennifer White; Dan Jackson; Tara Hollis;                    

Jeff McGarvey, are among the company 

professionals 

 

Willdan Financial Services (WFS) can enhance city 

efficiency, effectiveness, and credibility by helping 

to generate revenue and optimize its administration.  

 

WFS President & CEO Mark Risco is a 

member of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF) 

Board of Trustees.                                                                  

 

Call Willdan Financial at                                                            

telephone No. 800-755-6864. 
 

WFS has offices in Florida, Washington DC, South Carolina, 

Texas, Arizona and Colorado 

 

For the first-time ever ICMA is launching a digital 

conference event that will take place                     

September 23-26, 2020 

 

Bringing the Community Together 

 
Registration Opens Wednesday, July 8, 2020 at 

Noon ET 

 

 

 
https://unite.icma.org/ 

 

Professional Women in Cities from 

Santee to Seal Beach 
 

It seems wrong to not mention Saratoga without 

giving a shoutout to Dr. Harry R. Peacock, DPA, 

who served as the Saratoga City Manager for a 

dozen years between 1985 and 1997. Harry 

currently lives in Carlsbad. 

 

Other professional Saratoga city staff women 

discovered include,  but are not limited to:  

Mary Furey, Director of Finance & Administrative 

Services; Kayla Nakamoto, Community 

Engagement Coordinator; Nina Walker, 

Facilities Coordinator; Kate Bear, City Arborist; 

Christina Fusco, Certified Arborist; Emma 

Burkhalter, Assistant City Engineer; and Mainini 

Cabute, Environmental Programs Administrator.  

 

Mainini Cabute worked more 

than 7-years as a Senior Policy 

Analyst & Public Relations Aide 

for Santa Clara County 

Supervisor Pete McHugh, after 

starting her career as a private 

sector public relations specialist. In November, 

2008 she joined the Housing Department in the 

City of San Jose, serving as a Disaster 

Preparedness-Housing Recovery, Policy 

Development staffer. From 2011 to 2012 she 

served as a Program Coordinator for the CDBG 

fundeed Neighborhood Stabilization Program in 

San Jose. Mainini joined the Saratoga city staff 

in February, 2012 in the City Manager’s Office, 

and took a Program Manager position in the 

Public Works Department in July, 2013. She 

earned a BA from the University of California, 

Santa Cruz and an MPA from San Jose State 

University. She also earned an Advanced 

Certificate in transportation and land use 

planning from San Jose State University. Mainini 

is the President of the Saratoga Employee 

Association; elected in September, 2018.    

http://willdan.com/
https://unite.icma.org/
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Professional Women in Cities from 

Santee to Seal Beach 
 

Sausalito developed as a shipbuilding center 

during World War II, and transformed in postwar 

years to a wealthy and artistic enclave. Located 

across the bay from San Francisco in Marin 

County, the city commands a marvelous view of 

The City. The city was incorporated in 

September, 1893. The 2018 population estimate 

was 7,100. Adam Politzer is the Sausalito City 

Manager, and Heidi Scoble is the City Clerk.  

Former San Francisco brotherl madam Sally 

Stanford opened the Valhalla Inn Restaurant in 

Sausalito in 1950. She would sit in a barber’s chair 

at the end of the bar and greet her customers. 

She ran for City Council six-times before she was 

elected in 1972. She became the Sausalito 

Mayor at age 72. There are many stories of 

Sally’s adventures and escapades. Sally died as 

a result of a heart attach at age 78.  

Sausalito Administrative Services Director Yulia 

Carter was an L.P. Cookingham Management 

Intern in the City of Kansas City, Misouri in 2003-

2004. When the interimship concluded she was 

hired as a Management Analyst in June, 2004, 

and then a Budget Officer in the IT Department 

in June, 2006. Yulia came to California in April, 

2007 to become the Risk Manager/Senior 

Management Analyst in San Carlos. She took 

the Administrative Services Director in the Town 

of Los Altos Hills in September, 2012. In April, 2015 

to serve as the Half Moon Bay Finance Director. 

In May, 2018 she was tapped to work as the 

Interim Deputy City Manager for Administrative 

Services, and in November, 2018, Yulia was 

appointed Assistant City Manager in the City of 

Sausalito. She earned an MPA from Park 

University. She also completed the Executive 

Seminar in strategic management of public 

organizations at the Goldman School of Public 

Policy at the University of California, Berkeley.  

California 

JPIA                                

https://cjpia.org/ 

Jonathan Shull, Chief 

Executive Officer 

 

8081 Moody Street                                                                     

La Palma, California 

90623 

Telephone No. 

         800-229-2343 

 

 Providing innovative risk management solutions for 

public agencies for more than 40-years, the 

California Joint Powers Insurance Authority 

(California JPIA) is one of the largest municipal self-

insurance pools in the state, with more than 100 

member cities and other governmental agencies.  

 

Members actively participate in shaping the 

organization to provide important coverage for their 

operations.                                                                                 

 

The California JPIA provides innovative risk 

management solutions through a comprehensive 

portfolio of programs and services, including liability, 

workers’ compensation, pollution, property, 

earthquake coverage, and extensive risk 

management training and loss control services. 

Staying home, save lives                                                            

People can spread the COVID-19 virus even if 

theynever have symptoms. Stay home except for 

essential needs. If you go out, stay 6-feet away from 

others and wear a cloth mask.                                                          

The virus that causes COVID-19 is mainly transmitted 

through droplets generated when an infected 

person coughs, sneezes, or exhales. These droplets 

are too heavy to hang in the air, and quickly fall on 

the floor/ground or other surfaces. 

You can be infected by breathing in the virus if you 

are within close proximtiy to someone who has 

COVID-19, or by touching a contaminated surface 

and then your eyes, nose or mouth.              

https://covid19.ca.gov/ 

https://cjpia.org/
https://covid19.ca.gov/
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www.chwlaw.us 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to 

counsel that is helpful, understandable, and fairly 

priced. CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass 

Valley in the Sierra Foothills, CH&W represents public 

and private clients throughout California in 

municipal law.                                                             

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley.                                                                                          

The firm was recognized as one of California’s Top 

Ranked Law Firms by Martindale-Hubbell in 2014 

and Michael Colantuono, Terri Highsmith, Jenni 

Pancake, Michael Allderdice and Scott Howard 

have each achieved the highest AV rating from 

Martindale-Hubbell.  

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700   

Professional Women in Cities 

from Santee to Seal Beach 
   

Former City Clerk and Assistant City Manager 

Lilly Whalen is now serving as the new 

Community Development Director in the City of 

Sausalito. Lilly joined the city staff in 2008 as an 

Assistant Planner.  Since then she has worked her 

way up in the organization to Associate Planner, 

Administrative Analyst, and then to City Clerk 

and Assistant City Manager. Lilly earned a BS in 

environmental science from the University of 

California, Berkeley, and an MS in city and 

regional planning from California Polytechnic 

University, San Luis Obispo.  

Other Sausalito women professionals discovered 

include: Loren Umbertis, Public Works Division 

Manager; Alaina Lipp, Assistant Planner; Heather 

Leporte, Management Analyst; Maria 

Hernandez, Administrative Aide; and Julie 

Myers, Recreation Supervisor-Special Events. 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

950 Glenn Drive 

Suite 150 

Folsom, California 95630 

877-314-7080 

 

President Izzy Murguia, Poway 

Vice President Kristen Nelson, Indian Wells 

 

 

Tripepi Smith & Associates                                                                                                        

Post Office Box No. 52152                                                  

Irvine, California 92619 

Contact Ryder Smith or one of his colleagues at 

626-536-2173 

https://www.tripepismith.com/ 

http://www.chwlaw.us/
https://www.mmasc.org/
https://www.tripepismith.com/
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Professional Women in Cities from 

Santee to Seal Beach 

 

Scotts Valley is a city in Santa Cruz County. 

Scotts Valley is named for Hiram Daniel Scott, an 

early land owners in the area. He built the Scott 

House in 1853. Today it is the Santa Cruz County 

Historical Trust Landmark located behind City 

Hall. One of Scotts Valley’s most famous 

residents was film director Alfred Hitchcock. The 

2019 estimate population is 11,757. Tina Friend is 

the City Manager, and Tracy Ferrara is the City 

Clerk.    

City Manager Christina “Tina” J. 

(Shull) Friend began her Scotts 

Valley service in June, 2019. She 

replaced City Manager Jenny 

Haruyama, who resigned to 

become the Livermore City 

Manager. Tina began her public 

service career in 2001 working 

with the Fairfax County Public 

Schools in Virginia. After working as a Research 

Associate (2004-2005) in the private sector, Tina 

came to the City of Santa Cruz in 2005, and 

worked as a Principal Management Analyst and 

Council Affairs Manager until 2010. She was 

elevated in 2010 to serve as the Santa Cruz 

Assistant City Manager. Tina earned a BS in 

geology from the University of Idaho, an MPP 

from Georgetown University, and a JD in public 

law from Santa Clara University School of Law. 

Tina’s husband in Supervisor Zach Friend of the 

Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors.  

                                                                                              

“Most of our limitations are self-imposed. Roger 

Bannister was the first human to run a sub-four-

minute mile-a barrier that was previously deemed 

insurmountable. Immeditately after Bannister proved 

it was “possible,” runners all over the world repeated 

his feat.”                                                                                      

—Bob Moawad,                                                         

Founder of the Edge Learning Institute 

http://rwglaw.com/ 

 Roxanne Diaz, Steven L. Flower, Peter M. Thorson, 

Kevin Ennis, Gregory W. Stepanicich, Serita Young 

and Craig Steele are among the City Attorneys on 

the RWG staff. 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                        

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles,   

San Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).    

Call RWG at 213-626- 8484 

 

 

 

 

City Managers’ Department                   

Annual Meeting 
City Managers, Assistant Managers, and County 

Chief Administrative Officers attend this annual 

conference for continuing professional education, 

to discuss current topics, and to learn about new 

products, services and technologies that can better 

serve their jurisdictions. 

 

February 3-5, 2021 

Carlsbad, California                                                

2019-2020 President: Reva Feldman, Malibu City 

Manager 

https://www.cacities.org/ 

 

http://rwglaw.com/
https://www.cacities.org/
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www.ekapr.com  

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management.  In addition, our firm offers a wide 

array of professional litigation communication and    

expert witness services lead by our team of 

strategists, lawyers, journalists, and media relations 

specialists. 

Together, we have more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA, please call (213) 741-1500 or email 

matt@ekapr.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

www.mmanc.org                                                                    

Carla Hansen, President, Assistant to the City 

Manager, City of St. Helena                                        

Monica Davis, Vice President, Community Services 

Manager, City of Hayward 

 

Professional Women in Cities from 

Santee to Seal Beach 

 

Jenny Haruyama was the first 

female City Manager in Scotts 

Valley. She served in that position 

between May, 2016 and May, 

2019, when she left to accept the 

City Manager appointment in the 

City of Tracy. Jenny previously held positions in 

Milpitas, Mountain View, San Leandro, Rancho 

Cucamonga, Los Gatos, Tracy and Livermore. 

She earned a BS in business from San Jose State 

University, and an MPA from California State 

University, East Bay. She also completed the 

Local Governance Summer Institue, best 

practices for innovative government at Stanford 

University.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/                                              

Telephone No. 714-879-5000                                                                                                                                               

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager 

Robert "Bob" Hinderliter, who successfully 

championed legislation allowing independent 

verification of State Board of Equalization records.                                                          

HdL expanded and improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City Manager                             

Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s Executive Chairman.         

                                                     

Andy Nickerson is the President of 

the firm.                                                                       

HdL Companies offers diverse services that include: 

allocation audits, economic analysis and program 

software regarding Sales Tax, and Property Tax, and 

Economic Development Services. 

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
http://www.mmanc.org/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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Professional Women in Cities from 

Santee to Seal Beach 

 

Some of the other Scotts Valley professional 

women include: City Clerk Tracy Ferrara, who 

also has Human Resources responsibilities; Kristin 

Ard, Recreation Division Manager; Dorene 

Bolanos, Recreation Coordinator; and Darshana 

Croskrey, Senior Center Coordinator.  

Seal Beach is a beach city in 

Orange County. The city is 

adjacent to Long Beach in Los 

Angeles County. In 1944, 

during World War II, the U.S. 

Navy aquired most of the land 

around Anaheim Landing to consturct the 

Navy’s Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach. Seal 

Beach incorporated in October, 1915. The 2019 

estimated population is 23,896. Jill R. Ingram is 

the City Manager and the City Clerk is Gloria 

Harper.  

https://www.cacities.org/Education-

Events/Calendar/2020-Annual-Conference-

Expo?feed=events 

 

Annual Conference & Expo 

October 5-7, 2020 

Long Beach, California     

 

Yountville Mayor John F. Dunbar, President 

El Centro Council Member Cheryl Viegas, 1st VP 

 

“People are in greater need of  your praise when 

they try and fail, than when they try and succeed.”  

--—Bob Moawad,                                                         

Founder of the Edge Learning Institute 

 
 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 

 

Former City Administrator 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone No. 909-345-7849  

FAX: 213-741-0519 

wesley@wolfco.net 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, program 

administration and oversight & insurance advisory 

serves to state and local governments, housing 

finance agencies, not-for-profit corporations, 

insurance companies, mortgage bankers, 

investment bankers and institutional investors in the 

tax exempt and taxable municipal market.  

                                                                                            

Tammy Ofek is a registered Municipal Advisor with 

Wolf & Company Inc. 

Municipal Advisor Tammy Ofek 

tammyo@wolfco.net 
Wolf & Company is register with the SEC and MSRB as a  

municipal advisor.   

 

 SERVICES:  

Municipal consulting/Financial Advisor Services 

Housing and Mortgage Municipality Programs 

Administration, Oversight Agent & Continuing Disclosure 

Services 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
   1408 Copper Mountain Drive                                 

Diamond Bar, California 91765 

                                                                                                 

“Proof of Life” Program: 

Former Walnut City Manager 

Bob Dickey at the June 24th 

POL lunch that included: 

Greg Korduner, Jeff Collier, 

Wayne Wedin, Jim Barisic, 

Ron Molendyk, Bill Manis, 

Sam Olivito,Tom Robinson, 

Larry Kosmont, Julio Fuentes, 

Darrell George, Karen Herrera, John Bramble, Jim 

DeStefano, and Jack Simpson. The next “Proof of 

Life” Lunch is scheduled for September 23, 2020. 

Address inquiries to: jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

https://www.cacities.org/Education-Events/Calendar/2020-Annual-Conference-Expo?feed=events
https://www.cacities.org/Education-Events/Calendar/2020-Annual-Conference-Expo?feed=events
https://www.cacities.org/Education-Events/Calendar/2020-Annual-Conference-Expo?feed=events
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
mailto:wesley@wolfco.net
mailto:tammyo@wolfco.net
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
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Professional Women in Cities from 

Santee to Seal Beach 

 
Seal Beach City Manager Jill 

Ingram began her public service 

career as an Assistant to the 

Superintendent of School at the 

Downey Unified School District 

(1986-2000). Jill worked as the 

City Clerk in the City of Cypress between 2000 

and 2006, when she joined the staff at the 

Orange County Fire Authority.  In 2008 she was 

appointed Assistant to the City Manager in the 

City of Seal Beach. Jill was promoted to Assistant 

City Manager in 2011, and that same year she 

was elevated to the City Manager position, first 

as “Interim.” Jill is approaching a dozen years as 

City Manager. She earned a BS in business and 

an MPA from California State University, Long 

Beach. She continues to serve as an Adjunct 

Professor at California State University, Long 

Beach.  

                                                                          

Victoria L. Beatley, a Principal at 

HdL Companies, served as the 

Seal Beach Director of Finance 

from August, 2012 and December, 

2019. Victoria began her working 

career in the private sector with a 

restaurant company in 1984. She served as a 

Corporate Cash Manager. In September, 1997 

she was hired by the City of Orange as an 

Investment/Revenue Officer and Deputy City 

Treasurer. In September, 2003 she became the 

Chief Financial Officer (CFO) for the Mesa 

Consolideated Water District. She next joined 

the Seal Beach city staff. Victoria joined the HdL 

Companiesin February, 2020. She continues to 

serve as a Lecturer for Califronia State University, 

Long Beach where she started as a faculty 

member in August, 2015. Victoria earned an AA 

from Fullerton College; a BA from California 

State University, Fullerton; and an MBA from the 

University of Phoenix.   

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue.  

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Retired City Managers Fran David, John Shirey and 

Jeff Kolin, a past President of the City Managers 

Department of the League of California Cities, all 

serve on the Avenue Advisory Board. 

 

California Offices in El 

Dorado Hills, Fresno, 

Pleasanton, Sacramento and 

Westlake Village. 

 

Fran Mancia may be 

reached at 559-288-7296. 

Fran is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the 

California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF).  

 

Longtime City Attorney David McEwen has become 

a skilled artist. This is his latest painting: “A River Runs 

Through It II.” Dave says it is inspired by a photo 

along the Blackfoot River in Montana.  

https://www.avenuinsights.com/
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https://www.munienvironmental.com/ 

 

Founded in 2015, MuniEnvironmental, LLC specializes 

in providing Solid Waste, Recycling, and Stormwater 

consulting services to communities, non-profits and 

governmental agencies.  

Integrity, Diligence and Honesty are 

MuniEnvironmental’s underlying principles in 

providing ethical and impartial services. 

We came together to build an environmental firm 

that will have a positive and lasting ecological 

impact on local communities — improving the 

quality of life for future generations. 

With more than 50 years of combined experience, 

the firm has a well-rounded team of professionals 

that provides the needed expertise and disciplines 

to assist clients to meet their project goals. 

MuniEnvironmental, LLC has succeeded in 

implementing programs that have provided 

increased recycling rates, auditing services that 

have recovered unpaid fees, and regulatory 

compliance programs in the Solid Waste, Recycling 

and Stormwater industries. 

 

Jeff Duhamel: CEO/Principal Consultant 

Jeff Duhamel is a professional 

Solid Waste and Recycling 

consultant specializing in Solid 

Waste facility development 

and municipal regulatory 

compliance.   

In 1997 Jeff Duhamel formed 

Waste Systems Technology, 

Inc., a professional consulting 

firm helping local municipalities, Recycling firms and 

material recovery facility (MRF) operators meet 

Recycling and Solid Waste compliance 

requirements mandated by the State of California 

and local agencies. 

With more than two decades of experience in the 

Solid Waste industry, Jeff Duhamel has consulted to 

numerous public agencies. 

 

 

 

Under contract for the City of Los Angeles, Jeff 

Duhamel conducted site feasibilities studies for three 

potential Solid Waste facility locations, preparing 

preliminary site plans, traffic diagrams, preliminary 

environmental programming and project 

recommendations. Additionally, Mr. Duhamel has 

provided local municipalities with Solid Waste 

consulting and auditing services that have 

recovered millions of dollars of unpaid fees. 

In 2015 Mr. Duhamel founded MuniEnvironmental, 

LLC, a professional environmental consulting firm 

specializing in Solid Waste, Recycling and 

Stormwater compliance. 

Stephen Howe: Senior Consultant  
 

Stephen Howe joined the firm January 

2020. With 27-years in the solid waste 

and recycling industry, Stephen brings 

expert knowledge to the firm.  

 

 

Trieu Le: Project Manager/Consultant 
 

 Trieu Le joined the company in 

October 2014.  He plays an active role 

in helping clients both achieve and 

maintain compliance with State 

requirements by maintaining and 

implementing recycling and permit 

programs at the local level. He also conducts 

internal and external audits for RFPs and 

compliance.  

Trieu earned a B.A. in accounting from California 

State University, Long Beach.    

MuniEnvironmental has the expertise required to 

help cities meet waste disposal issues professionally. 

MuniEnvironmental, LLC 

3730 E Broadway, Suite EF 

Long Beach, California 90803   

Telephone:  562-432-3700                            

General Inquiries Please Direct To:  

jeff@munienvironmental.com 

https://www.munienvironmental.com/
mailto:jeff@munienvironmental.com


 

 

 

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management                       P a g e  | 14

June, 2020 Special                                                                                              Volume No. 13:  Issue No. 11 
                                                        

borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 Picking Up the Pieces: Auburn City 

Manager Bob Richardson is 

scheduled to retire in August, and 

Winters City Manager John 

Donlevy will be the next Auburn 

City Manager. John has served 

the past 18 and a half year as the 

Winters City Manager. Prior to that 

John was the Assistant City 

Manager in Grand Terrace for 7-

years. John began his public 

service career as an Administrative Intern in the City 

of Pico Rivera in 1984. He was promoted to 

Administrative Assistant in 1986, and in 1989 he went 

to the City of Dana Point to serve as Assistant to the 

City Manager. He earned a BA from Whittier College 

and an MPA from California State University, Long 

Beach. John received a 35-year ICMA Service Award 

in 2019. Long Beach City Manager Tom Modica 

named Linda Tatum to the 

Assistant City Manager position. 

Linda previously served as the 

Director of Development 

Services. She joined the Long 

Beach city staff as the Planning 

Bureau Manager in 2015, and 

she was appointed Director of 

Development Services in 2018. 

Prior to coming to Long Beach Linda worked in 

Economic and Community Development in the City 

of Inglewood. She also previously worked for Culver 

City and the City of Santa Ana. Linda earned a BA in 

government, and an MS in urban and regional 

planning from Florida State University. Oxnard City 

Manager Alex Nguyen recommends a local sales tax 

measure for the November ballot in Oxnard.  The 

suggestion is to increase the sales tax by 1.5 cents for 

local purposes. The COVID-19 pandemic caused 

recession is challenging local budgets statewide. 

Raymond L. Meador served as the City Administrator 

in the City of Carson between 1982 and 1985, He had 

previously served as the Assistant City Manager and 

Planning Director in San Rafael (1973-1982), and 

before that he was a Burbank Administrative Analyst.  

Ray is a past President of MMANC (1976-1977). After 

serving as the Interim City Manager in Chino (1985-

1986), Ray went into private business.  He earned a 

BA from Little Rock, University, and an MPA from the 

University of Kansas.  

“My feeling is that when you’re managing a 

baseball team, you have to pick the right people to 

play and then pray a lot.” –Robin Roberts 

Clair William Harmony (1941 – 2020) 

Clair Harmany recently passed away in Grants Pass, 

Oregon at the age of 79. Clair served in the U.S. Army 

during the Vietnam War and worked in country with 

General Alexander Haig. Clair later served as Public 

Information Officer in the City of Commerce.  He and 

Tom Robinson worked together and were founders of 

CAPIO. After leaving Commerce, Clair did some 

consulting, published a city management newsletter, 

helped incorporate the City of Diamond Bar, served 

on the City Council, and went on to become City 

Manager in Kodiak, Alaska. Most recently, Clair 

served on the joint Grants Pass and Josephine 

County Regional Boundary Commission. He earned 

a BA from California State University, Long Beach.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided retirement 

plan and trust solutions designed exclusively for public 

agencies. With programs like the Pension Rate 

Stabilization Program (PRSP) and the PARS OPEB Trust, 

PARS has helped over 400 clients address unfunded 

obligations and lower liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the 

PRSP, a first-of-its-kind program designed to provide local 

control over assets and potential for greater return than 

the general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS is a 

leading provider of retirement programs for public 

agencies, and the largest private provider of multiple-

employer Section 115 trusts in California.                                       

Since 1984 the PARS team has provided retirement 

services designed specifically for each public 

agency's unique needs aiming to provide superior 

employee benefits while improving management 

effectiveness, reducing costs, and simplifying 

administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                            

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

(800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 
Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Municipal Consultant 

(707) 249-5356, or kevin@kolgs.com 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
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More Pieces Picked Up: Teresa Shartel 

Chandler is a public health 

professional. Teresa began her public 

service career as a Program Manager 

with the Mayor’s Office in the City of 

Los Angeles in August, 2008, working 

on gang reduction and youth development. 

Between 2010 and 2015 Teresa worked in a position 

with an organization dedicated to serving children in 

Watts and South Los Angeles.  In May, 2015 she went 

to work as a Homeless Services Officer in the Health 

and Human Service Department of the City of Long 

Beach. While in that post and continuing to today, 

Teresa serves as an Adjunct Faculty member at 

Concordia University in Irvine. In May, 2015 she 

became the Manager of the Human Services 

Bureau, and in October, 2019 she added the 

responsibilities of serving as a Long Beach Deputy 

City Manager. Teresa earned a BA in psychology and 

a Master’s in public health from the San Francisco 

State University.  

We accidently uncovered a 1985 enrollment list of 

participants at a I-110 Freeway Transit Construction, 

Harbor Freeway Corridor advisory group that 

includes this group of city managers: E. Fredrick Bien, 

City Administrator, Carson; Craig A. McDowell, City 

Manager, Gardena; Morris Vance, City 

Administrator, Lomita; Edward J. Ferraro, City 

Manager, Torrance; Harry R. Peacock, City Manager, 

Rollling Hills Estates; Teena Clifton, City Manager, 

Rolling Hills; John E. Dever, City Manager, Long 

Beach; Leonard Wood City Manager, Rancho Palos 

Verdes; Robert Vollmer, City Manager, Palos Verdes 

Estates; and Robert L. Riley, City Manager, Redondo 

Beach.     

SHORTS: *Scott Valley Administrativ Services Director 

Anthony McFarlane worked as the Saratoga Finance 

Manager between 2014 and 2018, and as the Pacific 

Grove Finance Director from 2007 to 2013. *Retired 

longtime Executive Director of the California 

Contract Cities Association Sam Olivito has been 

tapped to served as the Interim Executive Director of 

the Independent Cities Association (ICA).*Retired 

Irvine City Manager Sean Joyce’s daughter 

Madeline Joyce graduated with a BS from Arizona 

State University. *Retired Millbrae City Manager 

Marcia Raines, a past President of the City 

Managers’ Department of the League of California 

Cities, has a public management consultant firm, 

Public Sector Services, that may be contacted at 

telephone No. 650-259-2332. *Ron Molendyk was 

appointed Perris Interim City Manager in February, 

2000.  

Pismo Beach City Manager Jim Lewis at a 

temporary command center during a recent wild 

fire successfully controlled in his community. 
 

Notes From Readers:  

Thanks, for those great SF Giants quotes.  Let's hope 

the MLB comes back soon.  Take care.                         

--Steve Matarazzo 

Nice job on the June issue. Robert Fleming was a 

great guy. Always fun to be around. He could hit a 

golf ball a country                                                           

--Michael Sakamoto 

Nice recognition of Robert Fleming!                                           

–Bob Dickey 

https://www.contractcities.org/ 

West Hollywood City Council Member 

Honorable Lindsey P. Horvath 

President 

 

Marcel Rodarte,                            

Executive Director 

 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210 

Cerritos, California 90703 

Telephone: 562-622-5533 

 

“Live each and every day as if it were your 

last,,,because one day you’ll be right.”                        

–Bob Moawad 

https://www.contractcities.org/

