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Here are Sam Olivito and John Bramble. Sam is 

currently the Interim Executive Director of the 

Independent Cities Association (ICA). John is a 

retired Merced City Manager. He currently serves as 

an expert in local government organizational 

development for a consultant firm.Sam retired as 

the long-time Executive Director of the California 

Contract Cities Association. “Thanks” go to retired 

Huntington Park City Manager Gregory Korduner for 

the picture taken at the June 24, 2020 “Proof of Life” 

lunch at the North Woods Inn in La Mirada. 

 

 

Professional Women in Cities 

from Seaside to Signal Hill 
                                                                                 

This July, 2020 issue addresses some of the 

women who work in the cities alphabetically 

listed between Seaside and Signal Hill. We 

continue to identify women professionals who 

work in California’s cities. This is the 39th issue 

dedicated to women in cities.  

                                                                              

There are many well qualified and dedicated 

experienced women serving in California’s 

cities. The list is impressive. Our effort addresses 

the rhetorical question: Where are the women in 

city management?  

                                                                                   

Of course, it is impossible to report career profiles 

when individuals fail to post their information. 

We apologize to those we miss. Please believe 

that we use maximum effort to include all those 

who belong.   
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 USC City/County Management Fellowship 

 Board of Directors 
 

We posted the Board member list in June, 2013. This is 

an update to that post. The Fellowship is a 

collaboration between the USC Sol Price School of 

Public Policy, alumni executives in the City Manager 

field, and Cal/ICMA.  

 

Board Members 

Carl Alameda, President 

Director of Administrative Services,                         

City of La Cañada Flintridge 

David Carmany, President Elect 

City Manager, City of West Covina 

Mark Alexander 

City Manager, City of La Cañada Flintridge 

Artie Fields 

City Manager, City of Inglewood 

Carla D. Williams 

Senior Human Resources Manager,                   

County of Los Angeles 

Darrell George 

Retired City Manager, City of Duarte 

John Keisler 

Director of Economic and Property Development, 

City of Long Beach Police Department 

Karen Herrera 

Retired Deputy City Manager, City of Duarte 

Peter H. Castro, Alumni Representative 

Assistant to the City Manager, City of Indian Wells 

Joe Guerrero, Recent Alumni Representative 

Budget Analyst, City of Long Beach 

Shui Yan Tang 

Director of the MPA Program,                                               

USC Price School of Public Policy 

Kristi Patton 

Director of Alumni Relations and Events, USC Price 

Office of Development & External Relations 

                                                                                             

Board Members Emeritus 
William Kelly 

President and CEO, Kelly Associates Management Group 

Bruce Channing 

Retired City Manager, City of Laguna Hills 

Robert C. Dunek 

Retired City Manager, City of Lake Forest 

Tamara Letourneau 

City Manager, Laguna Niguel 

Lilian Myers 

Former City Manager, City of Maywood 

Mike Paules 

Adjunct instructor, USC Sol Price School of Public Policy          

Dave Rudat 

Consultant and Retired City Manager 

Professional Women in Cities from 

Seaside to Signal Hill 
 

Seaside is a city in Monterey County, and 

incorporated in October, 1954. The community 

was previously known as East Monterey. It has an 

estimated population at 2019 of 33,748. Dr. J. L. 

D. Roberts laid out the city in 1888 when it was 

known as East Monterey. The Seaside Post Office 

opened in 1891. Craig Malin is the City Manager 

and Lesley Milton is the Assistant City Manager 

and City Clerk.  

Lesley Milton served as the 

Recycling & Sustainability 

Coordinator for the City of 

Monterey from January, 2006 to 

August, 2013. She joined the city 

staff in Seaside in 2013 and 

worked as the Public Affairs 

Officer and City Clerk until August, 2019. Lesley 

was appointed Seaside Assistant City Manager 

in August, 2019. She earned a BA in sociology 

from Washington State University, and an MPA 

from California State University, Dominguez Hills. 

Lesley also completed a Senior Executives in 

State & Local Government seminar at the John 

F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard 

University, and a social inclusion fellowship at the 

Hass School of Public Policy at the University of 

California, Berkeley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lydia Muñoz of the Bellflower City Manager’s Office 
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 Trackdown Posse Roster                                                
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Michael J. Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Denise Ovrom, Former City Manager &                  

Principal, HdL Companies                                         

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Ernesto Marquez, Former City Manager 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

David Jinkens, Retired City Manager 

Joe Goeden, Retired W. Sacramento City Manager 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

 

Posse Roster: 
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager                                                            

Howard Chambers, Retired Lakewood City Manager                                                                                    

Dave Carmany, West Covina, Interim City Manager                                                                                

Ken Bayless, Ret. GM LA Vector Control & Ret. LASD Chief        

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Sam Olivito, Interim Executive Director, ICA 

Dr. Bill Mathis, Mathis Group                                                                                  

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Gary Milliman, City Manager, Brookings, Oregon                                                                                                                           

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager; Past Pres. CM/LCC                                                                                 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

John F. Shirey, Retired Sacramento City Manager                                                    

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager; Past Pres. CM/LCC                   

Lee C. McDougal, Retired Montclair City Manager  

Ray Silver, Retired City Manager, Past Pres. CM/LCC                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Mark Scott, Indio City Manager   

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Jeff Mathieu, Retired Big Bear Lake, City Manager 

Greg Devereaux, Retired San Bernardino County CEO                        

Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager                                          

Ron Stock, Retired City Manager, Weed  

                                                                                                                      

 
“Yesterday I was clever, so I wanted to change the 

world. Today I am wise, so I am changing myself.” 

― Rumi 

 

                                                    

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim Barisic founded Brandywine in 

1994. Jim and his three sons         

Brett Whitehead, Mark Whitehead 

and David Barisic                        

direct Brandywine Homes.  

 

Some of the Projects that are selling now are in the 

Cities of San Dimas, Whittier, Anaheim, and Duarte. 

Coming soon are projects in                                   

Norwalk, and Placentia.  

                                                                                       

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

                                                                

Candlewood Villas Whittier,  

A Brandywine Homes 

Development 

 

 

 

                                         

      

Brent Whitehead, Mark Whitehead and David Bar 

                                                                              

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    

16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 92606                               
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www.mmanc.org 

Carla Hansen, President, Assistant to the City 

Manager, City of St. Helena                                        

Monica Davis, Vice President, Community Services 

Manager, City of Hayward 

 

 

 Professional Women in Cities 

from Seaside to Signal Hill 
 

Roberta Greathouse is the Seaside 

Human Resources Director and Risk 

Manager. She assumed that 

position in February, 2017. She 

joined the Seaside city staff in 

August, 2006, as the Human 

Resources Manager. Roberta earned an AA 

from Monterey Peninsula College, and a BA in 

communications and public affairs from 

Colorado State University. 

Seaside Deputy Chief of Police Judy Veloz 

served as the Interim Chief of Police following 

the resignation and retirement of former Chief of 

Police Robert Jackson. Judy joined the Seaside 

Police Department in 1997 as a Patrol 

Commander. She moved to Commander of the 

Investigations Division 2011. She has served as 

the Monterey Peninsula Regional Special 

Response Unit Crisis Negotiations Team 

Commander starting in 2011.  

Some of the other women serving Seaside 

include: Samantha Alcaraz Sakhrani, Human 

Resources Specialist; Jennifer Glasman; Gloria 

Stearns, Community Development Director; 

Sharon Mikesell, Administrative Analyst; and 

Roberta Greathouse, Human Resources Director 

and Risk Manager. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided retirement 

plan and trust solutions designed exclusively for public 

agencies. With programs like the Pension Rate 

Stabilization Program (PRSP) and the PARS OPEB Trust, 

PARS has helped over 400 clients address unfunded 

obligations and lower liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the 

PRSP, a first-of-its-kind program designed to provide local 

control over assets and potential for greater return than 

the general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS is a 

leading provider of retirement programs for public 

agencies, and the largest private provider of multiple-

employer Section 115 trusts in California.                                       

Since 1984 the PARS team has provided retirement 

services designed specifically for each public 

agency's unique needs aiming to provide superior 

employee benefits while improving management 

effectiveness, reducing costs, and simplifying 

administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                            

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

(800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 
Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Municipal Consultant 

(707) 249-5356, or kevin@kolgs.com 

 

 

Caught and released 

by Vern Lawson,     

retired Economic            

and Community 

Development Director 

in Lancaster. Vern is 

also a former City 

Manager in Lancaster 

and Walnut.    

 

http://www.mmanc.org/
http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
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www.usi.com 
 

USI has developed sophisticated employee  

benefit programs for public entities for more than 

30-years.  USI helps agencies design innovative 

benefit solutions and provide benefit education  

to bargaining units. 

 

For more information contact Gary Delaney                

at (424) 390-0010 or gary.delaney@usi.com 

USI Insurance Services                                             

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                              

Torrance, CA 90503            

 

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS, Manager 

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
https://gonsalvi.com/ 

 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; you 

don't need them often but when you do they had better 

work." 

The firm was founded by the late 

former California State Assembly 

Member Joe A. Gonsalves. Until 

his passing, Joe, his son                        

Anthony D. Gonsalves and 

Anthony’s son Jason Gonsalves served as the first 

three generation lobbying firm in Sacramento. 

 

Anthony, Jason and Paul Gonsalves are expert local 

government lobbyists. The firm represents fifty-plus 

cities and is a key player in city legislation. Anthony 

is a member of the CCMF Board. 

 Contact the “Gonsalvi” at                     

Telephone no. 916-441-0597 

925 L Street, Suite 250 Sacramento CA 95814   

 

 

Professional Women in Cities 

from Seaside to Signal Hill 
 

Sebastopol incorporated in June, 1902 in 

Sonoma County.  The Town’s 2019 estimated 

population is 7,674. It is location about 20-

minutes from the Pacific Ocean, between Santa 

Rosa and Bodega Bay. The Town was 

established in the 1850s with a U.S. Post Office.  

At one time, there were four other California 

towns known by the name Sebastopol: one in 

Napa County, renamed Yountville; one in Tulare 

County; one in Sacramento County; and one in 

Nevada County. Today’s Sebastopol in Sonoma 

County was originally named Pinegrove.  The 

twon became known as the “Gravenstein 

Apple Capital of the World.” The City Manager 

is Larry McLaughlin, who also serves at the City 

Attorney, and the Assistant City Manager and 

City Clerk is Mary Gourley, MMC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.chwlaw.us 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to 

counsel that is helpful, understandable, and fairly 

priced. CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass 

Valley in the Sierra Foothills, CH&W represents public 

and private clients throughout California in 

municipal law.                                                                                 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley.                                                                                          

The firm was recognized as one of California’s Top 

Ranked Law Firms by Martindale-Hubbell in 2014 

and Michael Colantuono, Terri Highsmith, Jenni 

Pancake, Michael Allderdice and Scott Howard 

have each achieved the highest AV rating from 

Martindale-Hubbell.  

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700   

http://www.usi.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
https://gonsalvi.com/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
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Professional Women in Cities 

from Seaside to Signal Hill 
    

From June, 1982 until March, 1995 

Mary Gourley work for the 

Department of the Army at the 

Presidio of San Francisco. She joined 

the City of Sebastopol staff in 

March, 1995 as a Planning and 

Public Works Technician. Mary was 

appointed City Clerk in September, 2006. She 

has been with the city going on 26-years and is 

now Assistant City Manager in addition to her 

City Clerk duties. Mary grew up in the City of 

Cotati. She says that her family members were 

always NASCAR race fans. Mary completed the 

International Institute of Municipal Clerks 

requirements to be a Master Municipal Clerk 

(MMC). She is a graduate of the inaugural class 

of the Sonoma County Local Leadership   

Academy. She is a past Sebastopol Employee of 

the Year.    

Among the other women working for the City of 

Sebastopol are: Ana Kwong, Administrative 

Services Director; Kari Svanstrom, Planning 

Director; Pattie Murphy, Senior Administrative 

Assistant; Reyna Ramirez, Management Analyst; 

and Rebecca Mansour, Senior Administrative 

Assistant; 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

950 Glenn Drive 

Suite 150 

Folsom, California 95630 

877-314-7080 

 

President Izzy Murguia, Poway 

Vice President Kristen Nelson, Indian Wells 

 

 

 

Larry Kosmont and Wayne Wedin at the June 24th 

“Proof of Life” lunch. Both Larry and Wayne are 

respected former City Managers. Larry is the 

founder of the Kosmont Companies.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former City Manager             

Larry J. Kosmont, Kosmont Companies, a certified 

Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) and certified Small 

Business Enterprise (SBE), has earned a national 

reputation and is recognized as expert in real 

estate, financial advisory and economic 

development services. 

The Kosmont Companies are committed to bringing 

public, private, and non-profit organizations 

together to help communities flourish.  Call and 

learn how South Gate earned a                                  

$5.1 million Real Estate Bonus. 

Mailing Address:  1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                                        

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

                                                                                                   

Market Analyses                                                             

Kosmont Companies thoroughly research the 

potential for a city’s future development to be self-

sustaining. Kosmont experts will determine whether 

the market holds enough existing or potential 

demand for a city’s development to be viable. 

 

https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.kosmont.com/
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http://www.nwfg.com/ 

A Woman-Owned Firm:                             
Newcomb Williams is a woman-owned affiliate of 

an investment banking firm providing underwriting 

and financial advisory services to public agencies, 

including school districts, and non-profit 

corporations. Experts in mobile home park financings, 

certificates of participation, general obligation bond 

financings, tax allocation refunding, revenue and 

expense projections modeling, utilities and energy 

financings and implementation of special tax 

methodologies.                                                                        

Telephone No. 

760-860-0222 

Pam Newcomb,                   

Janees Williams 

and William 

D'Allaird  

   

6842 Embarcadero Lane                                                          

Carlsbad, California 92011  

 

 

 

http://willdan.com/ 

 

Founded in 1964  

Tom Brisbin is the Willdan Chief Executive Officer 

Willdan Financial Services (WFS) can enhance city 

efficiency, effectiveness, and credibility by helping 

to generate revenue and optimize its administration.  

 

WFS President & CEO Mark Risco is a 

member of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF) 

Board of Trustees.                                                                  

 

Call Willdan Financial at                                                            

telephone No. 800-755-6864. 
 

WFS has offices in Florida, Washington DC, South Carolina, 

Texas, Arizona and Colorado 

 

Professional Women in Cities 

from Seaside to Signal Hill 

Selma is one of those small towns between 

Sacramento and Bakersfield along the Southern 

Pacific railroad line through the Central Valley. 

Farming in the Selma area reaches back to the 

1870s. The first post office opened in 1880. Selma 

Incorporated in March, 1893. Through the 1960s 

Selma was known for the peach crop: “Home of 

the Peach.” Though with 90% of the U.S. raisins 

produced within eight miles of Selma, the city 

adopted the slogan “Raisin Capital of the 

World” in 1963. Teresa Gallavan is the Selma City 

Manager, and Reyna Rivera is the City Clerk.  

Teresa Gallavan was named 

Selma City Manager in August, 

2018 with her start date being 

October 22. Teresa served as 

the City of Lompoc Interim City 

Manager, Assistant City 

Manager and Economic 

Development Director during the 7-years 

starting in 2011. Prior to that she worked 15-years 

for the County of Riverside Economic 

Development Agency.  On arriving in Selma she 

said that she enjoyed cycling, cooking and golf. 

Teresa earned a BA in Spanish from the University 

of California, Irvine, and an MBA from California 

State University, San Bernardino.      

https://www.cacities.org/ 

Annual Conference & Expo 

October 7-9, 2020   

Save the dates! 

Yountville Mayor John F. Dunbar, President 

 

http://www.nwfg.com/
http://willdan.com/
https://www.cacities.org/
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Professional Women in Cities 

from Seaside to Signal Hill 

About 10-miles from Bakersfield in Kern County is 

the City of Shafter. Shafter was incorporated in 

January, 1938. The City’s 2019 estimated 

population is 20,401. Shafter began as a Santa 

Fe Railroad loading dock. The first Post Office 

opened in 1898, which closed in 1905, and 

reopened in 1914. Of historical note, Shafter is 

the site of Minter Field, which began operations 

in 1941 and saw heavy use during World War II. 

Today it is publicly owned and operated by the 

Minter Field Airport District. The Shafter City 

Manager is Gabriel Gonzalez, and the City Clerk 

in Yazmina Pallares.  

Rachel Zermeno, Administrative 

Assistant to the City Manager in 

Shafter. She began her working 

career as an Administrative Assistant 

in the Lost Hills Union School District 

(January, 1999 – June, 2004), before 

taking work in the private sector. 

She worked for a couple of development 

companies and a Personnel Coordinator. In 

August, 2015 Rachel took the Shafter Chamber 

of Commerce Director position. She joined the 

Shafter city staff in August, 2015 as a Human 

Resources Assistant. In May,2017 she was 

appointed Deputy City Clerk, and in October, 

2018, she added the duties of the Administrative 

Assistant to the City Manager. Rachel is a 

Certified Municipal Clerk, CMC, through the 

International Institute of Municipal Clerks. She 

also studied at the University of California, 

Riverside, and California State University, 

Bakersfield. 

  

“…the older I get; The more thankful I feel; For the 

life I’ve had, and all the life I’m living still.”                   

–Songwriters: Adam Wright, Hailey Whitters & Sarah 

Allison Turner; and sung by Alan Jackson 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue.  

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Retired City Managers Fran David, John Shirey and 

Jeff Kolin, a past President of the City Managers 

Department of the League of California Cities, all 

serve on the Avenue Advisory Board. 

 

California Offices in El 

Dorado Hills, Fresno, 

Pleasanton, Sacramento and 

Westlake Village. 

 

Fran Mancia may be 

reached at 559-288-7296. 

Fran is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the 

California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF).  

 

 

 

 

 
 

City Managers’ Department                   

Annual Meeting 
https://www.cacities.org/ 

 

February 3-5, 2021 

Carlsbad, California                                                

2019-2020 President: Reva Feldman,                         

Malibu City Manager 

 

Continuing professional education opportunity for 

City Managers, County CEOs, and executive staff. 

Learn about products, services and technologies. 

    

https://www.avenuinsights.com/
https://www.cacities.org/
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http://rwglaw.com/ 

 Roxanne Diaz, Steven L. Flower, Peter M. Thorson, 

Kevin Ennis, Gregory W. Stepanicich, Serita Young 

and Craig Steele are among the City Attorneys on 

the RWG staff. 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                        

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles,   

San Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).    

Call RWG at 213-626- 8484 

 

 

 

https://www.contractcities.org/ 

West Hollywood City 

Council Member 

Honorable Lindsey P. 

Horvath 

President 

 

Marcel Rodarte,                            

Executive Director 

 

Lomita Council Member                                  

Honorable Mark Waronek 

Vice President 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210 

Cerritos, California 90703 

Telephone: 562-622-5533 

 

Professional Women in Cities 

from Seaside to Signal Hill 

Christine Wilson worked for the 

City of Shafter for a little more 

than 28-years, and retired as 

City Clerk and Executive 

Assistant to the City Manager 

(2007-2018). Christine joined the 

Shafter city staff in October, 

1990 as an Administrative Assistant to the Chief 

of Police. She also worked as a Records 

Manager and a Dispatch Supervisor. In July, 

1992 she became a Personnel Analyst and 

Executive Assistant to the City Manager. 

Christine became a Certified Municipal Clerk 

through the City Clerks Association of California. 

Following retirement Christine worked as a Court 

Appointed Special Advocate for CASA of Kern 

County (April, 2017-July, 2019). She is currently a 

Volunteer Staff member for the American Red 

Cross, Kern Chapter. 

Among other women who work for or have 

worked for Shafter are: Carol Chavolla, Human 

Resource Manager; Analea Navarro; Brittney 

Neal-Soberanis, Project Manager/Analyst; 

Sylvia Granillo; Leticia Marquez, Administrative 

Assistant; Bridgett Rubio, Administrative Assistant; 

and, Becky Greer, Police Chief’s Administrative 

Assistant. 

 

 PM: Public Management 

 The Official magazine of           

 ICMA.  

 The July, 2020 is on line. 

 

 Subscribe at:  

  
 https://icma.org/public-

management-pm-

magazine?_zs=L2dsb1&_zl=Srou6 

http://rwglaw.com/
https://www.contractcities.org/
https://icma.org/public-management-pm-magazine?_zs=L2dsb1&_zl=Srou6
https://icma.org/public-management-pm-magazine?_zs=L2dsb1&_zl=Srou6
https://icma.org/public-management-pm-magazine?_zs=L2dsb1&_zl=Srou6
http://iccma.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT05NDQ2MTg4JnA9MSZ1PTEwNjI3MDQ1NTcmbGk9Nzg1OTk0ODI/index.html
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Professional Women in Cities   

from Seaside to Signal Hill 

City of Shasta Lake is the closest community to 

Shasta Dam and Shasta Lake. The city grew out 

of the construction of Shasta Dam in 1938. It 

incorporated in July, 1993 in Shasta County. The 

2019 estimated population of the City of Shasta 

Lake is 10,413. John Duckett is the City Manager 

and Toni Coates is the City Clerk.   

 

Jessaca Lugo is the Shasta 

Lake Assistant City Manager. 

Jess began her working 

career in the private sector in 

2003, working in Redding for 

more than 17-years as a 

business owner. Jess joined 

the Shasta Lake city staff in 

March, 2004 as the 

Community & Economic 

Development Manager. 

After college she worked for the Karuk Tribe 

Housing Authority. She is a Karuk Tribal Member. 

In September, 2018, Jess added the 

responsibilities of Assistant City Manager to her 

city position. She earned an AA from Shasta 

College and a BS from California State 

University, Chico. Jess is an active member of 

the community, serving on many boards and 

advisory group.  She was the President of the 

West Redding Little League in 2013-2016.    

 

Wendy Howard is the Shasta Lake Finance 

Director. She joined the city staff in 2019.  Prior to 

coming to Shasta Lake Wendy worked 15-years 

for the City of Eureka. She has been working in 

public finance since 1997.            

   
                                                                                             

“Well, it’s all going to pot 

Whether we like it or not 

The best I can tell 

The world’s gone to hell 

And we’re sure gonna miss it a lot.” 

--Willie Nelson & Merle Haggard 
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California 

JPIA                                

https://cjpia.org/ 

Jonathan Shull, Chief 

Executive Officer 

 

8081 Moody Street                                                                     

La Palma, California 

90623 

Telephone No. 

         800-229-2343 

 

 Providing innovative risk management solutions for 

public agencies for more than 40-years, the 

California Joint Powers Insurance Authority 

(California JPIA) is one of the largest municipal self-

insurance pools in the state, with more than 100 

member cities and other governmental agencies.  

 

Members actively participate in shaping the 

organization to provide important coverage for their 

operations.                                                                                 

 

The California JPIA provides innovative risk 

management solutions through a comprehensive 

portfolio of programs and services, including liability, 

workers’ compensation, pollution, property, 

earthquake coverage, and extensive risk 

management training and loss control services. 

Staying home, save lives                                                            

People can spread the COVID-19 virus even if 

theynever have symptoms. Stay home except for 

essential needs. If you go out, stay 6-feet away from 

others and wear a cloth mask.                                                          

The virus that causes COVID-19 is mainly transmitted 

through droplets generated when an infected 

person coughs, sneezes, or exhales. These droplets 

are too heavy to hang in the air, and quickly fall on 

the floor/ground or other surfaces. 

You can be infected by breathing in the virus if you 

are within close proximtiy to someone who has 

COVID-19, or by touching a contaminated surface 

and then your eyes, nose or mouth.              

https://covid19.ca.gov/ 

Professional Women in Cities   

from Seaside to Signal Hill 

Sierra Madre was incorporated in Los Angeles 

County in February, 1907. The 2019 estimated 

population is 10,793. The city is in the foothills of 

the San Gabriel Valley. Sierra Madre was named 

an All-America City in 2007. Gabriel Engeland is 

the City Manager, and the elected City Clerk is 

Sue Spears. 

Clarissa Lowe, Recreation Coordinator & 

Filming, began her working career in the private 

sector in June, 2007 as an Account Manager for 

a Monrovia company. She worked for The 

Pasadena Marathon as an Event Manager 

(2011-2013). Clarissa joined the Sierra Madre city 

staff as a Recreation Coordinator in December, 

2016. She earned a BA in communications and 

entertainment studies from California State 

University, Fullerton.    

Clare Lin is a Sierra Madre Associate 

Planner. Clare worked as an 

Architectural Designer for a private 

firm starting in 2003. In February, 

2004 she went to work as a Project 

Designer for another private firm, 

and in March, 2006 she joined another private 

sector company as a Planner.  Clare was hired 

as an Associate Planner in Sierra Madre in April, 

2013.  She studied at Woodbury University and 

the University of Southern California (USC).   

Christine Smart is City Librarian in Sierra Madre. 

She previously served as a Librarian for the Salt 

Lake City Public Library (2008-2013). She came 

to Sierra Madre in 2013 as the Youth Services 

Librarian. Christine earned a BA from Brigham 

Young University, Idaho, and a MS from San Jose 

State University. 

Other women serving the City of Sierra Madre 

include: Laura Aguilar, Administrative Services 

Manager/Assistant City Manager; Rosemary 

Garcia, Administrative Analyst; Lori Garza, 

Associate Librarian; and Jen Peterson, 

Administrative Analyst. 

https://cjpia.org/
https://covid19.ca.gov/
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http://www.hdlcompanies.com/                                              

Telephone No. 714-879-5000                                                                                                                                               

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager 

Robert "Bob" Hinderliter, who successfully 

championed legislation allowing independent 

verification of State Board of Equalization records.                                                         

HdL expanded and improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City Manager                             

Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s Executive Chairman.         

                                                     

Andy Nickerson is the President of 

the firm.                                                                       

HdL Companies offers diverse services that include: 

allocation audits, economic analysis and program 

software regarding Sales Tax, and Property Tax, and 

Economic Development Services. 

 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 

 

Former City Administrator   

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone No. 909-345-7849  

FAX: 213-741-0519 

      wesley@wolfco.net 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, program 

administration and oversight & insurance advisory 

serves to state and local governments, housing 

finance agencies, not-for-profit corporations, 

insurance companies, mortgage bankers, 

investment bankers and institutional investors in the 

tax exempt and taxable municipal market.  
Wolf & Company is register with the SEC and MSRB as a  

municipal advisor.   

   1408 Copper Mountain Drive                                 

Diamond Bar, California 91765 

Professional Women in Cities   

from Seaside to Signal Hill 
 

Signal Hill is on a hill completely surrounded by 

the City of Long Beach in Los Angeles County. 

Signal Hill was incorporated in April, 1924, about 

3-years after oil was discovered there. After the 

discovery of oil in 1921, the city became an ”oil 

town.” The hill was used as an Indian signal point 

starting in the 1500s. Spanish settlers called the 

hill “Loma Sental,” which translates to “Signal 

Hill.” Hannah Shin-Heydorn is the City Manager, 

and Carmen Brooks is the City Clerk. 

Hannah Shin-Heydorn began 

her municipal government 

career in February, 2009 after 

more than ten-years in the 

private sector. She was hired in 

Lake Forest to serve as the 

Director of Management 

Services. After more than 7-

years Hannah joined the Signal Hill city staff as a 

Deputy City Manager in September, 2016. She 

was appointed City Manager in November, 

2019. Hannah earned a BA in English from the 

University of California, Berkeley, and an MS in 

management from the Naval Postgraduate 

School.  

Elise McCaleb is the Economic Development 

Manager for the City of Signal Hill. Elise went to 

work for the City of Whittier as the 

Redevelopment/Economic Development 

Manager in May, 2000. She left there in August, 

2008 and joined the Signal Hill staff as Economic 

Development Manager. Elise earned a BA in 

political science/psychology from Whittier 

College, and an MPPA from California State 

University, Sacramento.  

“We’ve still got work to do…your lock 

on success is only as good as your last 

game…”                                                   

–Bruce Bochy 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
mailto:wesley@wolfco.net
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www.willdan.com 
 

 

Financial & Economic Consulting 

A subsidiary of Willdan Group, Inc.                                                  

Mark Risco, President & CEO; Mark is a 

member of the California City Management 

Foundation, Board of Trustees. 

27368 Via Industria, Suite 110 

Temecula, California 92590 

951.587.3500 | 800.755.6864  

fax: 951.587.3510 | 888.326.6864 

Willdan Financial & Economic Services specializes in 

providing revenue generation, enhancement, and 

administration services to public agencies. The 

company is a service-oriented firm that delivers a 

highquality product to public agencies-and 

ultimately, to the public. Willdan Financial Services 

can serve as an extension of the clients' staff, 

augmenting existing personnel by providing 

specialized expertise.  

Willdan Financial Services clients include more than 

800 cities, counties, state agencies, port authorities, 

housing agencies, special districts, school districts 

and health care agencies in more than 35 states. 

The firm conducts year-round workshops and on-site 

training to assist client public agencies to keep 

current with the latest developments in the firm's 

areas of expertise.  

Financial Consulting 

Helping agencies meet the needs of both existing 

esidents, as well as, new developments. 

Federal Compliance 

Administering and applying innovative approaches 

to arbitrage rebate and continuing disclosure.  

District Administration Services 

Providing customized administration services to  

public agencies for nearly 20 years. 

MuniMagic 

A proprietary database management 

program helps clients administer specific 

special charges and parcel taxes. 

Information Technology Assessment Services. An 

IT infrastructure solutions centered on improving staff 

productivity, reducing user stress and providing cost-

effective recommendations is available. 

Financial Consulting                                              

Willdan Financial Services offers a variety of 

financial, economic and strategic planning services 

to its clients. Agencies have long been faced with 

meeting the needs of both existing residents and 

businesses, as well as, new developments. Willdan 

Financial Services has been consistently called 

upon to assist client staff with their financial and 

organizational challenges.  

Federal Compliance                                                         

The Federal Compliance Group of Willdan Financial 

Services offers an innovative approach to arbitrage 

rebate and continuing disclosure that combines 

cutting-edge technology with solid experience to 

create comprehensive, timely, and cost effective 

solutions to compliance needs.  

District Administration Services 

For more than 20-years Willdan Financial Services has 

provided customized administration services for 

public agency clients with Assessment, Landscaping 

and Lighting and Community Facilities Districts, as 

well as, standby charge programs, various charges 

and parcel taxes. The company goal is to constantly 

improve its ability to deliver quality service to 

agencies across the nation in an efficient, responsive, 

cost-effective and timely manner. This objective 

leads Willdan Financial Services to continuously 

search for new technological solutions to assist its 

staff achieve that goal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Willdan Financial Services: Since April 6, 

2015 Economist.com, a leader in economic and 

financial analysis, utility cost-of-service studies, and 

regulatory representation and litigation support, is 

part of Willdan Financial Services.  Economist.com is 

located in Dallas, Texas. Dan V. Jackson is the 

Managing Director of Economists.com. Dan is also 

an author who has written successful fiction. Look 

for his novel, The Forgotten Men, on Amazon.com. 

With this acquisition, Willdan Financial Services 

expanded its qualifications and is now able to 

provide an even more comprehensive set of 

service skills. 

 

http://www.willdan.com/financial/
http://www.willdan.com/financial/fcs.html
http://www.willdan.com/financial/fedcom.html
http://www.willdan.com/financial/das.html
http://www.willdan.com/financial/muniMagic.html
http://www.willdan.com/financial/it.html
http://www.willdan.com/financial/fcs.html
http://www.willdan.com/financial/fedcom.html
http://www.willdan.com/financial/das.html
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Picking Up the Pieces: *We 

apologize for our stupidity!  

We misstated Tracy City 

Manager Jenny Haruyama’s 

career path on Page 9 of the 

June, 2020 Special issue of the 

City Manager Newsletter by 

Trackdown (Vol. 13, No. 11).  While indicating that 

Scotts Valley City Manager Tina Friend took her 

position behind Jenny’s exit to take a new City 

Manager position, we wrongfully said that Jenny 

went to Livermore, rather than her actual destination: 

Tracy. We apologize to Jenny and Tina. Toni 

Lundgren is the new Deputy City Manager in the City 

of Manteca effective July 1. She previously served as 

the Deputy Director of the Parks and Recreation 

Department. She joined the Manteca city staff in 

2007 as a Recreation Supervisor. Toni earned a BA in 

recreation administration from California State 

University, Sacramento, and will graduate in 2021 

with an MPA from California State University, Long 

Beach. She joins the Manteca executive team of City 

Manager Miranda Lutzow, and Assistant City 

Manager Lisa Blackmon. Monterey Park Director of 

Management Services Chu Thai is the new City 

Manager in the City of Westminster. Chu began his 

public services career in 1995 as a Management 

Analyst in Claremont during Glenn Southard’s tenure 

as Claremont City Manager. In 1999 Chu went to 

Tustin as a Senior Management Analyst, and in 2001 

he was hired as the Budget Manager in Morgan Hill. 

Chu joined the Beverly Hills city staff in 2006 as Budget 

& Management Officer, and in 2009 he was 

appointed Finance Director in South Pasadena. In 

2012 Chu was appointed Administrative Services 

Director in the City of Stanton, and in 2016 he left that 

post for Monterey Park. Rob Dumouchel of Eureka is 

the final candidate for the City Manager position of 

Homer, Alaska. Rob joined the Eureka city staff in 

2016, when he went to work for the Parks and 

Recreation Department. He served in the U.S. Army 

from 2001 to 2004 as a Korean Language Trained 

Signals Intelligence Analyst. He earned an AA from 

Allan Hancock College in Santa Monica, and a BS in 

environmental management, and an MS from 

Humboldt State University in Arcata. Norco City 

Manager Andy Okoro is a Certified Public 

Accountant (CPA). Andy was appointed City 

Manager in June, 2013. He served as the Controller 

for the Alameda Corridor Transportation Authority 

from December, 1999 until March, 2003, when he 

joined the Norco city staff as Deputy City Manager 

and Chief Financial Officer. Andy earned a BBA from 

Wichita State University, and an MS in accounting 

and finance from the University of Houston.  

 

 

 

 

www.ekapr.com  

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management.  In addition, our firm offers a wide 

array of professional litigation communication and    

expert witness services lead by our team of 

strategists, lawyers, journalists, and media relations 

specialists. 

Together, we have more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA, please call (213) 741-1500 or email 

matt@ekapr.com.  

For the first-time ever ICMA is launching a digital 

conference event that will take place                     

September 23-26, 2020 

 

Bringing the Community Together 
 

Registration Opened Wednesday, July 8, 2020  

 

 

https://unite.icma.org/ 

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
https://unite.icma.org/
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More Pieces Picked Up: 

Former Montebello City 

Manager Francesca Tucker-

Schuyler filed a whistleblower 

action alleging retaliation 

and discrimination.   She 

worked for the city from 2010 

until she was dismissed in 

2019. She served on 

administrative leave for the last two years. The lawsuit 

indicates that the City gave no explanation or reason 

for her termination. Carlo Tomaino is the new 

Assistant City Manager in the City of La Mesa. Carlo 

has worked the past 13-years for the City of Lake 

Forest, where he served as Economic Development 

Manager. He joined the Lake Forest city staff in 

November, 2007 in the Public Works Department. 

Carlo earned a BA in political science, and an MPA 

from California State University, Fullerton. San Luis 

Obispo declared “racism” a public health 

emergency. This allows the city to direct funding to 

address public health problems experienced by 

marginalized communities, according to Assistant to 

the City Manager Ryan Betz. The City may use the 

funds to provide mental and physical health services, 

public safety programs and more, according to 

Ryan. Kenneth S. Whorton was born in August, 1938. 

Ken began his public service career in 1965 as an 

Administrative Intern in the City of Fresno, and in 1966 

he took an internship in the City of Ontario. After 

being hired in Ontario as an in Administrative 

Assistant in 1966, and being promoted in 1969 to 

Senior Administrative Assistant, Ken took a City 

Supervisor position in Selah, Washington in 1972. In 

1975 Ken was appointed City Manager in Port 

Angeles, Washington, and in 1979 he became the 

City Manager in Milwaukie, Oregon. In 1981 he 

became the Vice President for Administrative Serves 

for the Columbia Christian College in Oregon (1981-

1984). After working in Personnel and Employment 

Relations for Clark County, Washington, Ken was 

appointed City Manager in La Grande, Oregon 

(1986-1990). In 1990 he returned to California to serve 

as the Town Manager in Paradise (1990-1996), and 

then Farmersville (1998-2000). Kenneth earned a BA 

from Fresno State University and an MGA from the 

University of Pennsylvania.  In 1998 her received a 30-

year ICMA Service Award. California State Controller 

Betty T. Yee’s Government Compensation in 

California for 2019 reports: 469 cities reporting a total 

of 329,626 city employees paid Total Wages of 

$23,205,623,593. The Top Ten City Managers Wages 

paid showed in the cities of: Montebello, Santa 

Clara, Gardena, Richmond, Santa Ana, Palo Alto, 

Inglewood, Alameda, Whittier, and Fairfield. 

A couple pictures from the July 24 lunch meeting of 

the “Proof of Life” group.  On the right is former City 

Managers Bill Manis and Larry Kosmont, and on the 

right are retired City Managers Julio Fuentes of 

Santa Clara and Jim DeStefano of Diamond Bar.   

 

 

                                                                                   

SHORTS:   *John Tresidder was appointed last month 

to serve as the Director of Legislative Services/City 

Clerk in the City of Manteca. *Megan Shimada is a 

Recreation Supervisor for the City of Los Alamitos, 

who studied at Loyola Marymount University after 

graduating from Newport Harbor High School. 

*Prince E. Pierson served as the Calexico City 

Manager in 1969-1973, before he started working as 

the Indian Wells City Manager in May, 1975.*Michael 

Tollefson, former Superintendent of Yosemite 

National Park and President & CEO of the Yosemite 

Conservancy, is currently a consultant  who lives in 

Scottsdale, Arizona. *Calexico City Manager David B. 

Dale resigned effective August 1, 2020 after three 

years on the job. *Gary Nordquist, Wildomar City 

Manager, earned a BA and MPA from California 

State University, Long Beach, after earning an AA 

from El Camino College. *Lou Shepard tells us that 

retired City Manager Keith Till worked as a reporter 

for THE RICHMOND INDEPENDENT during the time that 

Lou was the San Pablo City Manager more than 43-

years ago, and he condends that Keith “…did good 

work.” *Steven J. Gomez is the Director of Recreation 

and Community Services in the City of Hawaiian 

Gardens. *Retired Vista City Manager Rita Geldert, a 

former President of the California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF), earned a BA from California 

State University, Chico, and an MBA from the 

University of California, Davis. *University of Southern 

California (USC) public administration Professor Mark 

Pisano served as the Executive Director of the 

Southern California Association of Governments 

(SCAG) from September, 1976 until December, 2008; 

a period of 32 years and 4 months.  


