
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 Jack & Susan Simpson, 16707 Gerritt Avenue, Cerritos, California 90703-1442 
Jack’s M | 562/896-5424; Susan’s M | 310/418-1035 

www.trackdownmanagement.net   | jack@trackdownmanagement.net    
 

 
City Manager Newsletter By 

TRACKDOWN MANAGEMENT 

"Providing thread to help stitch together the fabric of the                                
  City Management Community" 
 

August, 2020 Special                                                                                                                                                                             Page | 1                                                                                 
            Volume No. 13:  Issue No. 15 
                                                                                                        
  

An interesting grouping of retired City Managers 

with both Northern and Southern California 

represented. The picture was taken at a Joe A. 

Gonsalves & Son Legislative Orientation. From right 

to left are: Kevin O’Rourke, Jack Simpson, Joe 

Tanner and Frank Tripepi.  Kevin is a past President 

of the City Managers Department of the League of 

California Cities, and a past ICMA Regional Vice 

President. Kevin retired from Fairfield, but since has 

served as Interim City Manager in Stockton, 

Woodland and Santa Ana. He is currently a Senior 

Consultant for PARS. Jack retired from Bellflower; Joe 

from Vallejo; and Frank from Rosemead. Frank is 

currently a Senior Vice President for Willdan.   

 

Professional Women in Cities 

from Stockton to Tehama 

 

This Special August, 2020 issue addresses some 

of the women who work in California cities 

alphabetically listed between Stockton and 

Tehama. We continue to identify women 

professionals who work in California’s cities. This 

is the 42nd issue dedicated to women in cities. 

 

There are many well qualified and dedicated 

women serving in California’s cities. The list is 

impressive. Our effort addresses the rhetorical 

question: Where are the women in city 

management?  

 

Of course, it is impossible to report career profiles 

that are not there. When individuals fail to post 

information, it is undiscoverable. We apologize 

to those we miss. Please believe that we try hard 

to include all those who belong.   
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Professional Women in Cities 

from Stockton to Tehama 

 

Stockton is the county seat of San Joaquin 

County in the California Central Valley.  The city 

was founded by Captain Charles Maria Weber 

in 1849. The city is named for Robert F. Stockton. 

Built during the California Gold Rush, Stockton’s 

port serves as a gateway to the Central Valley.  

Stockton’s University of Pacific (UOP), chartered 

in 1851, is the oldest university in California. Harry 

Black is the City Manager and Eliza Garza is the 

City Clerk. The 2019 estimated population is 

312,697. Stockton is the 13th largest city in 

California by population.  It incorporated in July, 

1850.   

Carrie Wright became the 

Director of Economic 

Development in the City of 

Stockton in July, 2019. She 

previously served as the 

Associate Executive Director 

of the Cal Aggie Alumni 

Association at the University of California, Davis 

from April, 2016 to June, 2019. Before that Carrie 

work as a Program Director for the California 

Exposition and State Fair (2013-2016), and 

Director of Marketing and Business 

Development for the Western Fairs Association 

(2008-2013). Educationally, Carrie earned a BS in 

environmental design from the University of 

California, Davis.  

 

 

 

 

For the first-time ever ICMA is launching a digital 

conference event that will take place                     

September 23-26, 2020 

 

Bringing the Community Together 
Registration Opened Wednesday, July 8, 2020  

https://unite.icma.org/ 

http://www.nwfg.com/ 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment 

banking firm providing underwriting and financial 

advisory services to public agencies, and 

implementation of special tax methodologies.                                                                        

Telephone No. 760-860-0222 

Pam Newcomb,                   

Janees Williams 

and William 

D'Allaird  

   

 

 

6842 Embarcadero Lane                                                          

Carlsbad, California 92011 

Call Pam or Janees at: 760-860-0222  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.usi.com 
 

USI has developed sophisticated employee  

benefit programs for public entities for more than 

30-years.  USI helps agencies design innovative 

benefit solutions and provide benefit education  

to bargaining units. 
 

For more information contact Gary Delaney                

at (424) 390-0010 or gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

USI Insurance Services                                             

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                              

Torrance, CA 90503                                                                                 

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com 

 

“Please don’t smear more blood of that spilled in 

the past; don’t add new shame to the old shame.”            

--Anonymous 

https://unite.icma.org/
http://www.nwfg.com/
http://www.usi.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
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California 

JPIA                                

https://cjpia.org/ 

Jonathan Shull, Chief 

Executive Officer 

 

8081 Moody Street                                                                     

La Palma, California 

90623                   

Telephone No. 

        800-229-2343 

 

 Providing innovative risk management solutions for 

public agencies for more than 40-years, the 

California Joint Powers Insurance Authority 

(California JPIA) is one of the largest municipal self-

insurance pools in the state, with more than 100 

member cities and other governmental agencies.  

 

Members actively participate in shaping the 

organization to provide important coverage for their 

operations.                                                                                 

 

The California JPIA provides innovative risk 

management solutions through a comprehensive 

portfolio of programs and services, including liability, 

workers’ compensation, pollution, property, 

earthquake coverage, and extensive risk 

management training and loss control  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 1980s archive press clipping showing a small bit of 

“micro-history” in the City of Bellflower.  Left to right 

are the late John Ansdell, Jack Simpson, and          

Bill Pendleton. John and Bill were Council Members. 

Professional Women in Cities 

from Stockton to Tehama 

 

Jodi Almassy was named Director of Public 

Works for the City of Stockton in June, 2020. Jodi 

joined the Stockton city staff in 1998 as an as an 

Engineering Intern. She was hired as a Junior 

Engineer in 2005 and promoted in 2006 to 

Assistant Engineer. From there she worked her 

way up to Deputy Public Works Director. Jodi is 

a native Stocktonian, born and raised and 

educated in the city. She earned a BS in civil 

engineering from the University of Pacific. She 

has qualified as a Professional Engineer licensed 

in civil engineering.       

Suzanne Daveluy, Deputy Director 

of Community Services and City 

Librarian, has worked for the City 

of Stockton for nearly 31-years. She 

joined the Stockton city staff in 

October, 1989. Suzanne earned a 

BA from California State University, Sacramento, 

and a Master of Library & Information Science 

(MLIS) from San Jose State University. 

Others women serving the City of Stockton 

include:  

Courtney Christy, Assistant to the City Manager; 

Vanessa Piccinini, Program Manager; 

Marisa Guerrero is the Interim Director of Human 

Resources; and 

Connie Cochran, Community Relations Officer. 

 

 

Ryder Smith 

Tripepi Smith & Associates                                                                                                        

Post Office Box No. 52152           

 Irvine, California 92619 

https://www.tripepismith 

 

https://cjpia.org/
https://www.tripepismith.com/
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Walnut City Manager Rob Wishner about to dig into 

an amazing shrimp cocktail while escaping the 

Saturday heat at Woody’s Wharf in Newport Beach. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 

 

Former City Administrator 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone No. 909-345-7849  

FAX: 213-741-0519 

wesley@wolfco.net 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, program 

administration and oversight & insurance advisory 

serves to state and local governments, housing 

finance agencies, not-for-profit corporations, 

insurance companies, mortgage bankers, 

investment bankers and institutional investors in the 

tax exempt and taxable municipal market.  

                                                                                             

Municipal Advisor Tammy Ofek 

tammyo@wolfco.net 
Wolf & Company is register with the SEC and MSRB as a  

municipal advisor.   

Wolf & Company Inc. 
   1408 Copper Mountain Drive                                 

Diamond Bar, California 91765 

Professional Women in Cities 

from Stockton to Tehama 

 

Suisun City incorporated in October, 1868 in 

Solano County. The city takes its name from the 

Suisun Bay. The 2019 estimated population is 

29,663. The First Transcontinental Railroad 

connected to downtown Suisun City via the 

California Pacific Railroad in 1868-1869. The 

location made the area ideal for commerce 

and transportation during the California Gold 

Rush. The City Manager is Greg Folsom, and the 

Linda Hobson is the elected City Clerk. Donna 

Pock is the Deputy City Clerk and Secretary to 

the City Manager.    

Lakhwinder Deol is the Suisun 

City Director of Finance and 

Administration. Lakhwinder 

began her working career with 

accounting position in the 

private sector. She worked for 

an accounting and 

bookkeeping firm; a building 

products company; a trucking company; and 

Sutter Health in Sacramento. In January, 2013, 

she went to work for the California State 

Department of Finance as a Finance 

Performance Evaluator. Lakhwinder was 

appointed Director of Finance in the City of 

Atwater in August, 2014. In April, 2019 she took 

the Director of Finance position in the City of 

Gustine, and she joined the Suisun City staff in 

May, 2020. Lakhwinder earned a BS in 

accounting from the University of Phoenix, and 

an MBA from California State University, 

Sacramento. 

 

 “They will never forget you till 

somebody new comes along.”                                                                                    

–Don Henley, John Souther and 

Glenn Frey song by the Eagles 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/
mailto:wesley@wolfco.net
mailto:tammyo@wolfco.net
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 Trackdown Posse Roster                                                
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Denise Ovrom, Former City Manager &                  

Principal, HdL Companies                                         

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Ernesto Marquez, Former City Manager 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

David Jinkens, Retired City Manager 

Joe Goeden, Retired W. Sacramento City Manager 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     
 

Posse Roster: 
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager                                                            

Howard Chambers, Retired Lakewood City Manager                                                                                    

Dave Carmany, West Covina, Interim City Manager                                                                                

Ken Bayless, Ret. GM LA Vector Control & Ret. LASD Chief        

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Sam Olivito, Interim Executive Director, ICA 

Dr. Bill Mathis, Mathis Group                                                                                  

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Gary Milliman, City Manager, Brookings, Oregon                                                                                                                           

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager; Past Pres. CM/LCC                                                                                 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

John F. Shirey, Retired Sacramento City Manager                                                    

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager; Past Pres. CM/LCC                   

Lee C. McDougal, Retired Montclair City Manager  

Ray Silver, Retired City Manager, Past Pres. CM/LCC                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Mark Scott, Indio City Manager   

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Jeff Mathieu, Retired Big Bear Lake, City Manager 

Greg Devereaux, Retired San Bernardino County CEO                        

Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager                                          

Ron Stock, Retired City Manager, Weed                             

Paul Philips, City Manager, Bell                                                    

Ray Tayler, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

                                                                                           

“We know we’re better than this, but we can’t 

prove it. 

--Tony Gwynn, San Diego Padres 

 

 

                                                    

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim Barisic founded Brandywine in 

1994. Jim and his three sons         

Brett Whitehead, Mark Whitehead 

and David Barisic                        

direct Brandywine Homes.  

 

Some of the Projects that are selling now are in the 

Cities of San Dimas, Whittier, Anaheim, and Duarte. 

Coming soon are projects in                                   

Norwalk, and Placentia.  

                                                                                       

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

                                                                

Candlewood Villas Whittier,  

A Brandywine Homes 

Development 

 

 

 

                                         

      

Brent Whitehead, Mark Whitehead and David Bar 

                                                                              

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    

16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 92606                               
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Professional Women in Cities 

from Stockton to Tehama 

 

Rayna Jones in a Recreation Specialist 

Supervisor for Suisun City. Rayna is an 

entrepreneur who has worked on both the 

public and private sector. She worked as a class 

instructor in Clovis and Fresno in 2003. In March, 

2016 Rayna started as a Class Instructor for the 

Fairfield Parks & Recreation Department, 

working in the Fairfield Community Center. In 

addition to these positions, she has operated a 

private business known as CylentBazaar starting 

in July, 2013. Rayna joined the Suisun City staff in 

2015 as a Recreation Special and Preschool 

Lead Teacher. She was appointed Recreation 

Specialist Supervisor in August, 2019. Rayna has 

studied child development and psychology at 

for the City of Suisun City.  

Elizabeth Luna is the Accounting Services 

Manager for Suisun City.   

 

 

 
                    

 

 

www.chwlaw.us 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to 

counsel that is helpful, understandable, and fairly 

priced.                                                                       

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley in 

the Sierra Foothills,   

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law. 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley.                                                                                          

The firm was recognized as one of California’s Top 

Ranked Law Firms by Martindale-Hubbell in 2014.                    

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700   

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                              

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue.  

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Retired City Managers Fran David and Jeff Kolin, a 

past President of the City Managers Department of 

the League of California Cities, serve on the       

Avenu Advisory Board. 

 

California Offices in El 

Dorado Hills, Fresno, 

Pleasanton, Sacramento and 

Westlake Village. 

 

Fran Mancia may be 

reached at 559-288-7296. 

Fran is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the 

California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF).  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                                                     

www.mmanc.org    

Carla Hansen, President, Assistant to the City 

Manager, City of St. Helena                                                           

Monica Davis, Vice President, Community Services 

Manager, City of Hayward                                                    

Milas Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer, 

Environmental Programs Manager,                                 

City of Pacific Grove 

http://www.chwlaw.us/
https://www.avenuinsights.com/
http://www.mmanc.org/
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Professional Women in Cities 

from Stockton to Tehama 

 

Sunnyvale, a major part of the Silicon Valley, was 

incorporated in December, 1912. The 

community got its “Sunnyvale” name in 1901. 

Located in Santa Clara County, Sunnyvale is the 

7th most populous city in the San Francisco Bay 

Area. Sunnyvale’s 2019 estimated population is 

152,703. Kent Steffens is the City Manager; Teri 

Silva is the Assistant City Manager; Jaqui 

Guzman is the Deputy City Manager; and 

Connie Verceles is the Assistant to the City 

Manager. 

Sunnyvale Assistant City Manager Teri Silva 

began her working career as an Executive 

Assistant and Personnel Coordinator for the 

Soledad Unified School District in 1989. She 

became the Human Resources Director for the 

District in 1996. Teri took the Human Resources 

Officer post in the City of Salinas in 1999. In 2009, 

she was assigned the additional duties of Acting 

Assistant City Manager in Salinas. Teri joined the 

Sunnyvale city staff in 2010 as the Director of 

Human Resources, and she was appointed 

Assistant City Manager in January, 2018. Teri 

earned a BA from Golden Gate University, and 

Masters in Human Resources from Chapman 

University. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retired longtime Bellflower City Clerk                            

Debra Bauchop visited Descanso Gardens in           

La Cañada Flintridge with family this month. 
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www.ekapr.com  

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management.  In addition, our firm offers a wide 

array of professional litigation communication and    

expert witness services lead by our team of 

strategists, lawyers, journalists, and media relations 

specialists. 

Together, we have more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA, please call (213) 741-1500 or email 

matt@ekapr.com.  

https://www.contractcities.org/ 

West Hollywood City 

Council Member 

                                 

Honorable Lindsey P. 

Horvath 

President 

 

Marcel Rodarte,                               

Executive Director 

 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210 

Cerritos, California 90703 

Telephone: 562-622-5533 

Professional Women in Cities 

from Stockton to Tehama 

 

Tina Murphy has served as the 

Sunnyvale Director of Human 

Resources since May, 2018. She 

began her working career in 1999 

as a Personnel Analyst with the 

California Public Utilities 

Commission. In 2001 Tina took a 

Management Analyst position with the City of 

Santa Clara. In 2008 she was promoted to 

Assistant Director of Human Resources.  After 

working for Santa Clara for 14-years, Tina 

became the Human Resources Director for the 

City of Milpitas in October, 2015.  She joined the 

Sunnyvale staff as Director in May, 2018. Tina 

grew up in Georgia and earned a BA in 

psychology from the University of Georgia. She 

also earned a Master’s degree in industrial and 

organizational psychology from San Francisco 

State University.          

Jaqui Guzman began working in 

2004 as a Parent Involvement and 

Leadership Facilitator for the 

Peninsula Conflict Resolution 

Center in Redwood City. In 

September, 2007 she was hired by 

the Legislative Analyst’s Office as a Fiscal and 

Policy Analyst in Sacramento. Jaqui joined the 

San Jose staff in July, 2009 as a Management 

Fellow. In July, 2010 she was hired as a Budget 

Analyst. She took a Senior Management Analyst 

post in Cupertino in 2012, and was the Acting 

Human Resources Manager (2014-2015). She 

was appointed Assistant to the City Manager in 

2015. Jaqui became the Cupertino Deputy City 

Manager in 2016. She became the Sunnyvale 

Deputy City Manager in 2018. Jaqui earned a 

BA from Occidental College and an MPP from 

the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) 

She is a past President of the Latina Coalition of 

Silicon Valley (September, 2010-August, 2016).  

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
https://www.contractcities.org/
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Professional Women in Cities 

from Stockton to Tehama 

 

Susanville, formerly known as 

Rooptown, is the county seat of 

Lassen County. The former 

logging and mining town was 

incorporated in August, 1900. 

Susanville is named for Susan 

Roop, the daughter of an early settler. The 

Susanville Post Office was established in 1860.  

Today Susanville is the site of two 

State prisons. The 2019 estimated 

population is 15,010. Mike Wilson is 

the City Administrator, Heidi 

Whitlock is the City Clerk, and 

Jessica Ryan is the City Attorney.  

Debi Savage is the Susanville Assistant to the City 

Administrator and Finance Director. 

 

Sutter Creek is a city in Amador County. The 

name is taken from the nearby Sutter Creek, 

which was named for John Sutter, who 

discovered gold at nearby Coloma in January, 

1848 triggering the California Gold Rush. Sutter 

Creek was a destination for fortune hunters. A 

post office was established in 1852, and Sutter 

Creek was incorporated as a General Law Cidty 

in February, 1913. Amy Gedney is the City 

Manager and Public Works Manager, and Karen 

Darrow is the City Clerk.  

Sutter Creek City Manager Amy 

Gedney also serves the city as 

their Public Works Manager. 

Amy was first appointed Interim 

City Manager in January, 2014. 

She previously worked for 

Modesto, and as the City 

Manager in Gustine.  

                                                                                           

“The future ain’t what it used to be.”                                                                 

–Yogi Berra 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 

 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; you 

don't need them often but when you do they had better 

work." 

 
The firm was founded by the late former California 

State Assembly Member Joe A. Gonsalves. Until his 

passing, Joe, his son                        Anthony D. 

Gonsalves and Anthony’s son Jason Gonsalves 

served as the first three generation lobbying firm in 

Sacramento. 

 

Anthony, Jason and Paul Gonsalves are expert local 

government lobbyists. The firm represents fifty-plus 

cities and is a key player in city legislation. Anthony 

is a member of the CCMF Board. 

 

Call the “Gonsalvi” at                     

Telephone no. 916-441-0597 

925 L Street, Suite 250 Sacramento CA 95814   

 

 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son has 

more than 50-years of 

legislative experience 

representing cities and other 

clients before the Legislature 

and State Departments. 

 

 

 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

 

950 Glenn Drive 

Suite 150 

Folsom, California 95630 

877-314-7080 

 

President Izzy Murguia, Poway 

Vice President Kristen Nelson, Indian Wells 

https://gonsalvi.com/
https://www.mmasc.org/
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http://rwglaw.com/ 

                                                                                       

Roxanne Diaz, Steven L. Flower, Peter M. Thorson, 

Kevin Ennis, Gregory W. Stepanicich, Serita Young 

and Craig Steele are among the City Attorneys on 

the RWG staff. 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                    

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).     

                                                                     

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://willdan.com/ 

                                                                                                  

Founded in 1964  

Tom Brisbin is the Willdan Chief Executive Officer 

 

Willdan Financial Services (WFS) can enhance city 

efficiency, effectiveness, and credibility by helping 

to generate revenue and optimize its administration.  

 

WFS President & CEO Mark Risco is a 

member of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF) 

Board of Trustees.                                                                  

 

Call Willdan Financial at                                                            

telephone No. 800-755-6864. 
 

WFS has offices in Florida, Washington DC, South Carolina, 

Texas, Arizona and Colorado 

Professional Women in Cities 

from Stockton to Tehama 

 

Formerly known as Moron, Moro and Siding 

Number Two, the City of Taft is in Kern County on 

the far southwesterly section of the county. Taft 

is situated in a major petroleum and natural gas 

production region. Oil was discovered in the 

area as early as the late 19th century. The city 

was incorporated in November, 1910. Its 2019 

estimated population is 9,272. Craig Jones is the 

City Manager and Yvette Mayfield has been the 

City Clerk since September, 2013. Longtime 

newsletter supporter, Stephen L. Wright served as 

City Manager in Taft from 1977 to 1989. 

Michelle Kincaid is the Administrative Assistant 

to the City Manager. She came to work for the 

City of Taft in March, 2018 after working in the 

private sector in personnel services and training 

businesses. Michelle is a local resident and 

graduated from Taft Union High School.  

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former City 

Manager Larry J. Kosmont,                    

Kosmont Companies, a certified 

Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) and 

certified Small Business Enterprise (SBE), 

has earned a national reputation and 

is recognized as expert in real estate, 

financial advisory and economic development 

services. The Kosmont Companies are committed to 

bringing public, private, and non-profit organizations 

together to help communities flourish.                                                                                  

Call and learn how South Gate earned a $5.1 million 

Real Estate Bonus. 

Mailing Address:  1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                                        

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

http://rwglaw.com/
http://willdan.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
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Professional Women in Cities 

from Stockton to Tehama 
 

Among other women identified on the Taft city 

staff are: Teresa Statler- Binkley is the Taft 

Director of Finance; Christy Lowe is the 

Administrative and Operations Coordinator; 

Darnell Porter, Deputy City Clerk; Bryanna Jones, 

Human Resources Assistant; and Guadalupe 

Castillo, Superintendent of Parks. 

Tehachapi is a Kern County city in the 

Tehachapi Mountains. Originally known as “Old 

Town,” Tehachapi came to be in the 1860s. It is 

a registered California Historical Landmark for 

being the oldest settlement in the Tehachapi 

Valley. The city was incorporated in August, 

1909. Its 2019 estimated population is 13,011. 

Greg Garrett is the City Manager and Tori Marsh 

is the City Clerk. 

Ashley Whitmore, Administrative Manager and 

Deputy City Clerk. Ashley has been with the City 

of Tehachapi since December, 2008. Ashley also 

serves as the Tehachapi Airport Manager. 

Hannah Chung is the Director of 

Finance. Hannah joined the 

Tehachapi city staff from Enron 

Wind Energy, where she was the 

Accounting Manager in their 

Manufacturing Division. She also 

worked in other accounting positions in the 

private sector. Hannah earned a BS from 

California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, 

and she has attended MBA courses there too.   

Marianna Gutierrez came to work at Tehachapi 

city hall as a Deputy City Clerk in October, 2017. 

She is now listed as an Administrative Assistant II. 

Marianna worked in private sector position 

starting in 2007 until joining Tehachapi. She 

earned a BA from California State University, 

Northridge. 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/                                              

Telephone No. 714-879-5000   

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager 

Robert "Bob" Hinderliter, who successfully 

championed legislation allowing independent 

verification of State Board of Equalization records.                                                          

HdL expanded and improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City Manager                             

Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s Executive Chairman.         

                                                     

Andy Nickerson is the President of 

the firm.                                                                       

HdL Companies offers diverse services that include: 

allocation audits, economic analysis and program 

software regarding Sales Tax, and Property Tax, and 

Economic Development Services. 

Office: 120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California 92821 

"The HdL Companies help public agencies 

understand and maximize their revenues. Whether 

you need assistance in maximizing and forecasting 

long established revenue sources such as sales tax 

or property tax, or seek guidance in responding to   

recent trends such as short-term rentals or cannabis 

regulation, our municipal experts are here to help." 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided retirement 

plan and trust solutions designed exclusively for public 

agencies. With programs like the Pension Rate 

Stabilization Program (PRSP) and the PARS OPEB Trust, 

PARS has helped over 400 clients address unfunded 

obligations and lower liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the 

PRSP, a first-of-its-kind program designed to provide local 

control over assets and potential for greater return than 

the general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS is a 

leading provider of retirement programs for public 

agencies, and the largest private provider of multiple-

employer Section 115 trusts in California.                                       

Since 1984 the PARS team has provided retirement 

services designed specifically for each public 

agency's unique needs aiming to provide superior 

employee benefits while improving management 

effectiveness, reducing costs, and simplifying 

administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                            

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

(800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 
Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Municipal Consultant 

(707) 249-5356, or kevin@kolgs.com 

 

 
Another painting by the late Keene Wilson, a retired 

City Manager, who refined his artistic skills at the Los 

Angeles Academy of Figurative Art. Keene was a 

former Army airborne/ranger/green beret and 

served with Special Forces in Viet Nam. Keene was 

married to Debbie Kurita, also a retired City 

Manager. Keene passed away unexpectedly on 

September 17, 2018. www.keenewilson.com 

Professional Women in Cities 

from Stockton to Tehama 

 

Tehama, the “Little City of Big Trees,” is a city in 

Tehama County. Tehama’s population peaked 

in the 1890s at about 2,000 residents.  Tehama 

was one of the earliest California settlements 

north of Sacramento. The 2019 estimate 

population is 373. Carolyn Steffan is the Tehama 

City Administrator and City Clerk. Elizabeth 

Celano is the City Treasurer. 

Carolyn Steffan retired as the 

Superintendent of the Los Molinos 

Unified School District before 

taken the Tehama City 

Administrator/City Clerk post. 

Carolyn was a teacher and then 

a teaching-principal at Vina 

Elementary School after she received her BS and 

teaching credential from the University of 

California, Davis. She taught in Yuba City prior to 

returning to Tehama, where she grew up. 

Carolyn also serves on the Tehama County 

Board of Education. 

That does it for this issue.  We look forward to any 

suggestions or questions you may have. We 

again apologize to those we did not include in 

this issue. Cheers! 

Notes and Letters 

Thank you for the profile!  I was on vacation when 

this came in so I just now was able to read this 

edition.                                                                              

--Samantha Argabrite, Simi Valley 

Deputy City Manager/Public Information Officer 

 

Always great updates and articles.                                                                                                                                             

-Mike Sakamoto, Retired City Manager                                                                                                  

Great newsletter, as usual. Feels like you keep us 

connected, especially in these times!                          

--Wade McKinney, Retired City Manager 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
http://www.keenewilson.com/
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http://www.kosmont.com/ 

Kosmont Companies, a certified Minority Business 

Enterprise (MBE), is a development services firm 

offering a full range of real estate and economic 

advisory, brokerage, project finance, investment, 

and planning services for both the public and private 

sectors. 

 

Founded in 1986, Kosmont Companies has become 

a nationally recognized expert in economic 

development and real estate development projects 

involving government and private sector 

partnerships.  

 

Whether the objective is getting a project entitled 

and approved, financed, developed, leased or 

sold, or if the goal is to generate new tax revenues, 

jobs or business opportunities, Kosmont Companies 

ensures success. A diverse and uniquely qualified 

development services team provides the depth and 

expertise required to help clients conceptualize, 

structure and implement projects of all product 

types, sizes and complexities. 

 

From the earliest planning and feasibility stages and 

throughout project development, Kosmont 

Companies effectively guides clients through 

intricate transaction and policy issues to create 

viable economic development strategies, achieve 

redevelopment/revitalization goals, and produce 

real estate projects and public asset management 

solutions.  

 

Kosmont Companies recognizes the powerful social 

and economic benefits of community development 

and redevelopment, and the firm is committed to 

bringing public, private, and non-profit organizations 

together in meaningful real estate transactions that 

help communities flourish. 

Kosmont Companies 

1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., No. 382 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                       

Telephone: 424-297-1070 

Fax: 424-286-4632 

E-mail: kosmont@kosmont.com 

Larry J. Kosmont, CRE®, is the Founder, President and 

CEO of Kosmont Companies. He is also Managing 

Partner of Renaissance Community Fund, which 

invests and develops mixed use, residential and 

commercial projects throughout California. 

 

From 1975 to 1986, Larry served as City Manager, 

Director of Community Development, and 

Redevelopment Director in the cities of Santa 

Monica, Seal Beach, Bell Gardens, and Burbank. 

Larry earned an MPA from the University of Southern 

California (USC), and a BA from the State University of 

New York, Binghamton. 

 

In 1995, Larry conceived of and created the 

Kosmont-Rose Institute  "Cost of Doing Business 

Survey©," which is now recognized as the industry 

standard for comparing city taxes and economic 

incentives. The Survey covers 400 cities in all 50 states, 

and is published annually by California's Claremont-

McKenna College.  

 

Kosmont Companies is a leader in negotiating 

residential, retail, mixed use, hospitality, office and 

industrial projects that have revitalized hundreds of 

communities and neighborhoods. With more than a 

quarter century of advisory services to the public 

sector, Kosmont Companies is the most capable 

consulting firm in California to design and implement 

a sustainable economic development strategy. 

KOSMONT COMPANIES IS AN 

INDUSTRY LEADER IN ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT AND REAL ESTATE 

ADVISORY SERVICES. 

 

Call Kosmont Companies                                    

to discuss potential economic 

development strategies.                  

424-297-1070 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/
mailto:kosmont@kosmont.com?subject=Web%20Inquiry
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Picking Up the Pieces: It has 

been nearly a year since 

Finance Director Marcus 

Pimentel left the City of Santa 

Cruz. The new Finance Director 

is Kim Krause. Kim is formerly the 

Finance Director in the City of 

Placentia.  Kim earned a BS in 

accounting from Bob Jones 

University in Greenville, South 

Carolina, In addition to 

Placentia, Kim has worked in 

cities in California, Washington and Oregon. 

Glendale City Manager Yasmin Beers will retire 

effective in October, 2020. Yasmin is closing out a 33-

year, She joined the Glendale city staff as an 

Administrative Assistant in 1995, and began working 

her way up in the organization. Yasmin was 

appointed City Manager in February, 2018, after 

working as the Interim City Manager for about a year. 

She served as President of Soroptimist International of 

Glendale in 1999-2000. In 2011, the Glendale 

Chamber of Commerce recognized her as “Woman 

of the Year.” Yasmin earned a BA in political science 

from California State University, Northridge, and an 

MA in organizational leadership from Woodbury 

University. An investigation into a failed $20 million 

City of Industry solar energy project regarding 

possible corruption is being conducted by the Los 

Angeles County District Attorney’s Office. As part of 

the investigation, search warrants were served at the 

homes of former State Senator Frank Hill, 

businessman William Barkett, and Bell City Manager 

Paul Philips, a former Industry City Manager. The 

Cordoba Corp., that oversaw the proposed solar 

energy farm project for the city, was also   served 

search warrants. Former District Attorney Steve 

Cooley is representing Paul Philips. Alicia Velasco is 

the new Planning Director in the City of Cypress. 

Alicia has spent the past 13-years with the City of 

Lomita, serving as their Community and Economic 

Development Director since July, 2018. Alicia earned 

a BA in geography from California State University, 

Fullerton, and an MPA from California State University, 

Long Beach.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Jeff Stewart, City Manager, City of Bellflower 

Torrey Contreras is the Senior Assistant City Manager 

in the City of Cerritos. He has worked for Cerritos for 

nearly 26-years; joining the city staff as an Assistant 

Planner in December, 1994. He worked as a Planning 

Intern for Cerritos in June, 1991 and he worked as a 

Planner for the City of Lake Forest after that (January, 

1993 – December, 1994). Torrey worked is way up in 

the Cerritos organization after returning to the city in 

1994.  He served as the Director of Community 

Development between May, 2005 and continues 

with the position’s responsibilities though he was also 

appointed Senior Assistant City Manager in March, 

2019. Torrey earned a BS in landscape architecture 

from California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, 

and an MPA from California State University, Fullerton. 

Maria Lara is the new McFarland City Manager. She 

joined the city staff in 2015 as Grants Director and 

was appointed Community Development Director in 

2017.  

 

                                                      

 

 

 

 

Rancho Cucamonga’s                           

first two City Managers:                                          

Jack Lam and                                    

Lauren Wasserman 
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 More Pieces Picked Up: El Cajon 

Principal Engineer Jeffrey 

Manchester reported on the 

Broadway Creek Improvement 

using about $2 million in grant 

money.The project is in the 

design and permitting phase 

with anticipated construction in 

early 2021. The primary focus of 

the project is to restore the creek 

vegetation and habitat along 

with improvements to reduce the risk of flooding. San 

Diego River Park Foundation’s Sarah Hutmacher is 

serving as the Contractor’s Project Manager and 

volunteer coordinator. The project team includes the 

County of San Diego, Priest Development, the 

Califonria Department of Fish & Wildlike, the U.S. Fish 

& Wildlife Service, the San Diego Regional Water 

Quality Control Board, and the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineer are project partners.  

SHORTS: *Twenty-three year Chico Police 

Department veteran Matt Madden is the new Chico 

Chief of Police replacing the retired Chief Mike 

O’Brien. *Bobby Hatfield, who sang with Bill Medley 

as the Righteous Brothers, grew up in Anaheim, and 

attended Fullerton Junior College and California 

State University, Long Beach, was a resident of 

Newport Beach at the time of his death in November, 

2003. *Fairfield’s elected City Clerk Karen L. Rees 

earned a BA in psychology from Sonoma State 

University. *Lemon Grove City Manager Lydia 

Romero, a California State University. Long Beach 

graduate, worked as a Staff Analyst for the League 

of California Cities (October, 1995-June, 1998). 

*Susan Stanton, former Greenfield City Manager, is 

amont the finalist being considered for the City 

Manager position in Reno, Nevada. *Diana O’Dell, 

Principal Planner for the City of Redwood City, who 

worked for the City of Sunnyvale for nearly 16-years, 

earned a BA from the University of California, San 

Diego, and an MPA from the University of San 

Francisco. *Kelli Lofing, formerly of the California 

Contract Cities Association, works as a Property 

Administrator at TNT Fireworks, as well as, serving as 

Executive Assistant at Olivito and Associates. 

*Eastvale Finance Director Amanda Wells is the city’s 

former Accounting Manager, who joined the city 

staff in July, 2019, and she preivously worked in the 

City of Rialto as Finance Manager. *Singer Debbie 

Gibson was born August 31, 1970. *Sparks, Nevada 

Assistant City Manager Doug Thornley is the new 

Revo, Nevada City Manager.*Before he became 

Hawthorne in 1971, Don Mansfield served as City 

Manager in Camarillo and Rolling Hills Estates. 

 

This is not a commercial 

gym with hundreds of 

machines. It is a place 

where strength training is 

used for self-improvement. 

Training is specific to 

strength, mobility and conditioning. Workouts vary 

from week-to-week. Classes work on improving total 

body conditioning. Call: 714-335-4436 

10579 Bloomfield Avenue 

Los Alamitos, California 9072 

 

https://www.rawperformancesc.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Retired City Manager Jack Simpson and               

Paul Lukacs at Angel Stadium in Anaheim on                                                            

May 3, 2018 .We saw Albert Puljos hit career hit 

2,999. He currently has 3,217 hits (August 23, 2020). 

An archive photo on Candice Fullenkamp and the 

late Nelson Oliva, a former City Manager. Candace 

is currently a Community Executive Officer for the 

Rancho Santa Margarita Landscape & Recreaton 

Corporation. Candice and Nelson worked together 

in the City of Bellflower, where she was the Director 

of Parks & Recreation. She also work as a Director for 

the City of Pacifica. Nelson served as City Manager 

in Hawaiian Gardens and the City of Hercules. 

Nelson passed away in 2014. A large tree in 

Bellflower’s Caruthers Park was named in his honor. 

https://www.rawperformancesc.com/

