
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 Jack & Susan Simpson, 16707 Gerritt Avenue, Cerritos, California 90703-1442 
Jack’s M | 562/896-5424; Susan’s M | 310/418-1035 

www.trackdownmanagement.net   | jack@trackdownmanagement.net    
 

 
City Manager Newsletter By 

TRACKDOWN MANAGEMENT 

"Providing thread to help stitch together the fabric of the                                
  City Management Community" 
 

September, 2020                                                                                                                                                                                       Page | 1                                                                                 
            Volume No. 13:  Issue No. 16 
                                                                                                        
 

 
 

 

Shown here with the current Long Beach City 

Manager Tom Modica, Pat West has served as a 

local government official in the Gateway Cities 

area for the past 39-years. He served as the 

Paramount City Manager (1994-2005) and the Long 

Beach City Manager (2007-2019). Pat is now putting 

his management and economic development skills 

to work in a consultant capacity. 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

 

 

Professional Women in Cities 

from Temecula to Torrance 

 

This September, 2020 issue addresses some of 

the women who work in California cities 

alphabetically listed between Temecula and 

Torrance. We continue our efforts to identify 

women professionals who work in California’s 

cities. This is the 43rd issue dedicated to women 

in cities. 

 

There are many well qualified and dedicated 

women serving in California’s cities. The list is 

impressive. We address the rhetorical question: 

Where are the women in city management?  

 

Of course, it is impossible to report career profiles 

that are not there. When individuals fail to post 

information, it is undiscoverable. We apologize 

to those we miss. Please believe that we try hard 

to acknowledge all those who should be.  
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borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 

 

Former City Administrator 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone No. 909-345-7849  

FAX: 213-741-0519 

wesley@wolfco.net 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations with a 

specialized emphasis on:   

                                                                                             

Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight Agent Services; 

Mortgage Program Administration Services; 

Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development. 
 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
   1408 Copper Mountain Drive                                 

Diamond Bar, California 91765 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                             

For the first-time ever ICMA is launching a digital 

conference event that will take place                     

September 23-26, 2020 

 

Bringing the Community Together 
 

Registration Opened Wednesday, July 8, 2020  

 

 

https://unite.icma.org/ 

 

Professional Women in Cities 

from Temecula to Torrance 

                                                                                  

Temecula was incorporated in Riverside County 

in December, 1989. Temecula is a tourist and 

resort destination, with its Wine Country, Old 

Town Temecula, Balloon and Wine Festival and 

other special events. The estimated 2019 

population is 114,761. Aaron Adams is the City 

Manager, and Betsy Lowrey is the Assistant to 

the City Manager. Randi Johl is the Director of 

Legislative Affair and City Clerk. 

Jennifer Hennessy is the Finance 

Director and City Treasurer for the 

City of Temecula. After working as 

an Accountant (2001-2004), 

Jennifer was hired as the Finance 

Director for the City of Chico in 

December, 2004. She worked for Chico for more 

than a dozen year before she joined the city 

staff in Temecula in April, 2013. Jennifer earned 

a BA from California State University, Chico, and 

an MBA from San Jose State University.  

Christine Damko is the Economic 

Development Manager for the 

City of Temecula. She began her 

public service career as a Zoning 

Technician for the County of San 

Diego in November, 2001. In June, 

2003 Christine became on of the County’s Urban 

Planners. She left San Diego County in April,2004 

and joined the Temecula city staff as Urban 

Planner. Christine moved to Economic 

Development Analyst in July, 2008, and she was 

appointed Economic Development Manager in 

July, 2018.  Since January, 2017 Christine has 

served on the Board for the California 

Association of Local Economic Development 

(CALED).  She earned a BA from California State 

University, San Diego, and an MPA from 

California State University, Dominguez Hills. 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/
mailto:wesley@wolfco.net
https://unite.icma.org/
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Professional Women in Cities 

from Temecula to Torrance 
 

Bea Barnett is a Temecula Community Services 

Superintendent. After working in the private 

sector for several years, starting in 1989 as a 

Marketing Associate for UCLA Extension, she 

joined the Temecula city staff as a Marketing & 

Patron Services/House Manager in June, 2005. 

Bea became the Theater Manager in 

September, 2011 and continues to have that 

position’s responsibilities. She added the position 

of Community Services Superintendent in 

January, 2016. Bea has been with the Temecula 

city staff for more than 15-years. She earned a 

BA in communication studies and mass 

communications from the University of 

California, Los Angeles (UCLA).  

Among other Temecula women serving in city 

government are: Betsy Lowrey, Assistant to the 

City Manager; Dawn Adamiak, Community 

Services Manager; and Erica Russo, Community 

Services Superintendent.  

http://www.nwfg.com/ 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment 

banking firm providing underwriting and financial 

advisory services to public agencies, and 

implementation of special tax methodologies.                                                                        

Telephone No. 760-860-0222 

Pam Newcomb,                   

Janees Williams 

and William 

D'Allaird  

   

 

 

6842 Embarcadero Lane                                                          

Carlsbad, California 92011 

Call Pam or Janees at: 760-860-0222  

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue.  

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Retired City Managers Fran David and Jeff Kolin, a 

past President of the City Managers Department of 

the League of California Cities, serve on the       

Avenu Advisory Board. 

 

California Offices in El 

Dorado Hills, Fresno, 

Pleasanton, Sacramento and 

Westlake Village. 

 

Fran Mancia may be 

reached at 559-288-7296. 

Fran is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the 

California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF).  

 

 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

 

950 Glenn Drive 

Suite 150 

Folsom, California 95630 

877-314-7080 

 

President Izzy Murguia, Poway 

Vice President Kristen Nelson, Indian Wells 

Secretary Tanya Spiegel, Ontario                                  

Treasurer Dominique Samario, Menifee 

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest associations of its kind in 

the nation. MMASC has more than 800 members. 

http://www.nwfg.com/
https://www.avenuinsights.com/
https://www.mmasc.org/
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 Trackdown Posse Roster                                                
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Denise Ovrom, Former City Manager &                  

Principal, HdL Companies                                         

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Ernesto Marquez, Former City Manager 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

David Jinkens, Retired City Manager 

Joe Goeden, Retired W. Sacramento City Manager 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager 

Posse Roster: 
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager                                                            

Howard Chambers, Retired Lakewood City Manager                                                                                    

Dave Carmany, West Covina, City Manager                                                                                

Ken Bayless, Ret. GM LA Vector Control & Ret. LASD Chief        

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Sam Olivito, Interim Executive Director, ICA 

Dr. Bill Mathis, Mathis Group                                                                                  

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Gary Milliman, City Manager, Brookings, Oregon                                                                                                                           

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager; Past Pres. CM/LCC                                                                                 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

John F. Shirey, Retired Sacramento City Manager                                                    

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager; Past Pres. CM/LCC                   

Lee C. McDougal, Retired Montclair City Manager  

Ray Silver, Retired City Manager, Past Pres. CM/LCC                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Mark Scott, Indio City Manager   

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Jeff Mathieu, Retired Big Bear Lake, City Manager 

Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager                                          

Ron Stock, Retired City Manager, Weed                             

Paul Philips, City Manager, Bell                                                    

Ray Tayler, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

                                                                                           

“In three words I can sum up everything                    

I’ve learned about life: it goes on.”                                                                  

–Robert Frost 

 

 

                                                    

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim Barisic founded Brandywine in 

1994. Jim and his three sons         

Brett Whitehead, Mark Whitehead 

and David Barisic                        

direct Brandywine Homes.  

 

Some of the Projects that are selling now are in the 

Cities of San Dimas, Whittier, Anaheim, and Duarte. 

Coming soon are projects in                                   

Norwalk, and Placentia.  

                                                                                       

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

                                                                

Candlewood Villas Whittier,  

A Brandywine Homes 

Development 

 

 

 

                                         

      

Brent Whitehead, Mark Whitehead and David Bar 

                                                                              

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    

16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 92606                               
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Penned by Trackdown Management 

Jack A. and Susan Simpson 
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she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 
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Professional Women in Cities 

from Temecula to Torrance 

 

Temple City was incorporated in May, 1960 in 

Los Angeles County. The community was 

originally established at a townsite in May, 1923 

by Walter P. Temple. Temple City’s neighbors 

include the cities of: Pasadena, Arcadia, 

Rosemead, Monterey Park, San Marino and San 

Gabriel.  The City’s estimated 2019 population is 

35,811. The City Manager is Bryan Cook and the 

City Clerk is Peggy Kuo.  

Susan Paragas is the Temple City Administrative 

Services Director. After beginning her working 

career as a Senior Accountant in the private 

sector in 1999, Susan joined the city staff in 

Monrovia as an Accountant in September, 2003.  

She took an Accountant post in the City of 

Azusa in October, 2005 and began moving up 

in that city organization: Budget Analyst (2007-

2011); Controller (2011-2012); Interim Director of 

Finance (2012); and Director of Finance 

(December, 2012-March, 2016). Susan then 

worked as the Director of Finance in the City of 

Industry from March, 2016 to May, 2018). She 

joined the Temple City staff in July, 2018 as the 

Director of Administrative Services. Susan 

earned a BA in economics from the University of 

California, San Diego, and an MBA from 

California State University, Northridge. 

Hesty Liu joined the Temple City 

city staff in June, 2002. She is 

currently an Associate Planner 

for the City. Hesty earned a 

Master’s degree in urban and 

regional planning from 

California State Polytechnic 

University, Pomona.  

“A baseball manager is a necessary 

evil.”                                                            

–George “Sparky” Anderson  
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www.ekapr.com  

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management.  In addition, our firm offers a wide 

array of professional litigation communication and    

expert witness services lead by our team of 

strategists, lawyers, journalists, and media relations 

specialists. 

Together, we have more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA, please call (213) 741-1500 or email 

matt@ekapr.com.  

https://www.contractcities.org/ 

West Hollywood City 

Council Member 

                                 

Honorable Lindsey P. 

Horvath 

President 

 

Marcel Rodarte,                               

Executive Director 

 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210 

Cerritos, California 90703 

Telephone: 562-622-5533 

Professional Women in Cities 

from Temecula to Torrance 

 

Tinny Chan began her career as a 

Summer Intern in the Office of the 

Tate Controller in Los Angeles in 

July, 2011. She then Interned with 

the Indochinese American Political 

Action Committee until June, 2014.  

After serving as a Legal Secretary in a private 

law officer (2014-2016), she joined the city staff 

in Temple City in June, 2016 as a Management 

Analyst. Tinny earned a BA from the University of 

California, Santa Barbara.  

Others include: Ashley Avery, Management 

Analyst, Community Development; Sylvia 

Robles, Building & Housing Assistant; Karen 

Johnson, Personnel Analyst; and Iliana Flores, 

Administrative Assistant. 

 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 

 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; you 

don't need them often but when you do they had better 

work." 

 
The firm was founded by the late former California 

State Assembly Member Joe A. Gonsalves. Until his 

passing, Joe, his son Anthony D. Gonsalves and 

Anthony’s son Jason Gonsalves served as the first 

three generation lobbying firm in Sacramento. 

 

Anthony, Jason and Paul Gonsalves are expert local 

government lobbyists. The firm represents fifty-plus 

cities and is a key player in city legislation. Anthony 

is a member of the CCMF Board. 

 

Call the “Gonsalvi” at                     

Telephone no. 916-441-0597 

925 L Street, Suite 250 Sacramento CA 95814   

 

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
https://www.contractcities.org/
https://gonsalvi.com/
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Professional Women in Cities 

from Temecula to Torrance 

 

Thousand Oaks is the second-largest city in 

Ventura County. The City was incorporated in 

1964 and includes the central populated core of 

the Conejo Valley. Norwegians were among the 

first to settle in the Conejo Valley, and a 

Norwegian Colony was established there in the 

1890s and early 1900s. The Thousand Oaks 2019 

estimated population is 126,813. Andrew P. 

Powers is the City Manager and Cynthia 

Rodriguez is the City Clerk.  

Melissa Hurtado joined the City of 

Thousand Oaks city staff in 2008 as 

a Revenue Analyst. She was 

promoted to Revenue Operations 

Manager in 2012 and then 

elevated to Assistant to the City 

Manager in April, 2019. One of her duties is to 

serve as the city’s Public Information Officer. 

Melissa earned a BS in accounting from 

California Lutheran University.  

 

 

 

 

 
www.chwlaw.us 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to 

counsel that is helpful, understandable, and fairly 

priced.                                                                       

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley in 

the Sierra Foothills,   

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law. 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley.                                                                                          

The firm was recognized as one of California’s Top 

Ranked Law Firms by Martindale-Hubbell in 2014.                    

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700   

 
 

 

California 

JPIA                                

https://cjpia.org/ 

Jonathan Shull, Chief 

Executive Officer 

 

8081 Moody Street                                                                     

La Palma, California 

90623                   

Telephone No. 

          800-229-2343 

 

 Providing innovative risk management solutions for 

public agencies for more than 40-years, the 

California Joint Powers Insurance Authority 

(California JPIA) is one of the largest municipal self-

insurance pools in the state, with more than 100 

member cities and other governmental agencies.  

 

Members actively participate in shaping the 

organization to provide important coverage for their 

operations.                                                                                 

 

The California JPIA provides innovative risk 

management solutions through a comprehensive 

portfolio of programs and services, including liability, 

workers’ compensation, pollution, property, 

earthquake coverage, and extensive risk 

management training and loss control. 

 

 

 

 “Age is a case of mind over matter, If 

you don’t mind; it don’t matter.” 

---Satchel Paige 

 

http://www.chwlaw.us/
https://cjpia.org/
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http://rwglaw.com/ 

                                                                                       

Roxanne Diaz, Steven L. Flower, Peter M. Thorson, 

Kevin Ennis, Gregory W. Stepanicich, Serita Young 

and Craig Steele are among the City Attorneys on 

the RWG staff. 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                    

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).     

                                                                     

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://willdan.com/ 

                                                                                                  

Founded in 1964  

Tom Brisbin is the Willdan Chief Executive Officer 

 

Willdan Financial Services (WFS) can enhance city 

efficiency, effectiveness, and credibility by helping 

to generate revenue and optimize its administration.  

 

WFS President & CEO Mark Risco is a 

member of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF) 

Board of Trustees.                                                                  

 

Call Willdan Financial at                                                            

telephone No. 800-755-6864. 
 

WFS has offices in Florida, Washington DC, South Carolina, 

Texas, Arizona and Colorado 

Professional Women in Cities 

from Temecula to Torrance 

 

Jaime Boscarino was elevated to 

Director of Finance for Thousand 

Oaks at the end of 2018, after 

serving as the Deputy Director 

under former Director of Finance 

John Adams. Jaime was selected 

to be Director following John’s 

resignation to become the CFO for the 

California State Bar. Jaime joined the city staff in 

2005 as an Accountant. She worked her way up 

in the organization to Senior Financial Analyst 

before becoming the Deputy Director in 2013. 

Jaime earned a BA in business administration 

with an emphasis in accounting from California 

State Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo, 

and a Master of Public Policy and Administration 

from California Lutheran University.  

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/                                              

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager 

Robert "Bob" Hinderliter, who successfully 

championed legislation allowing independent 

verification of State Board of Equalization records.                                                                

HdL expanded and improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City Manager                             

Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s Executive Chairman.         

Andy Nickerson is the President  

HdL Companies offers diverse services 

that include: allocation audits, economic analysis 

and program software regarding Sales Tax, and 

Property Tax, and Economic Development Services. 

Office: 120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California 92821 

http://rwglaw.com/
http://willdan.com/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/


 

 

 

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management                       P a g e  | 9

September, 2020                                                                                              Volume No. 13:  Issue No. 16 
                                                        

borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

 Professional Women in Cities 

from Temecula to Torrance                                                                

 
A native New Englander, 

Heather Cousin, 49, is the 

Thousand Oaks Library 

Services Director. The main 

library facility in Thousand 

Oaks is named for former 

City Manager Grant R. 

Brimhall. The Grant R. 

Brimhall Library opened in 1982. Heather began 

her career as a Library Associate for the City of 

Riverside in 1999. She left after 8-years in 

Riverside. Prior to coming to the Library Director 

for the Simi Valley Public Library (June, 2013 – 

August, 2015) position, Heather worked in 

Arcadia and the Rancho Cucamonga libraries. 

Heather came to Thousand Oaks in August, 2015 

to work as the Library Services Director. Heather 

earned a BA from the University of California, 

Riverside; an elementary education and 

teaching, multiple subject teaching credential 

from the University of California, Los Angeles 

(UCLA); and a Master of Library & Information 

Science (MLIS) from San Jose State University. 

Heather was awarded a Fellowship to attend 

the prestigious California State Library Eureka 

Leadership Program. 

                                                                       

Samantha Yeung is the Division Manager for the 

Thousand Oaks City Library system. 

 

 

 

 

www.mmanc.org                                                       

Carla Hansen, President, Assistant to the City 

Manager, City of St. Helena                                                            

 

 
                                                                              

http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided retirement 

plan and trust solutions designed exclusively for public 

agencies. With programs like the Pension Rate 

Stabilization Program (PRSP) and the PARS OPEB Trust, 

PARS has helped over 400 clients address unfunded 

obligations and lower liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the 

PRSP, a first-of-its-kind program designed to provide local 

control over assets and potential for greater return than 

the general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS is a 

leading provider of retirement programs for public 

agencies, and the largest private provider of multiple-

employer Section 115 trusts in California.                                       

Since 1984 the PARS team has provided retirement 

services designed specifically for each public 

agency's unique needs aiming to provide superior 

employee benefits while improving management 

effectiveness, reducing costs, and simplifying 

administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                            

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

(800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 
Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Municipal Consultant 

(707) 249-5356, or 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leilyn, Tyler and Koa; three Trackdown 

grandchildren, trying to stay cool in 109 degree 

September weather in Buena Park. 

http://www.mmanc.org/
http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
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 Professional Women in Cities 

from Temecula to Torrance                                                               
                                                                                            

Tiburon is an incorporated town 

in Marin County, located on the 

Tiburon Peninsula, which extends 

into the San Francisco Bay. The 

name comes from the Spanish 

word tiburõn, which means “shark.” The first post 
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The 2019 estimated population for Tiburon is 

9,084. The Town Manager is Greg Chanis and the 

Town Clerk is Lea Stefani. Alice Fredericks is the 

Mayor. 

Dina Tasini, 62, Tiburon Director of Community 

Development, previously worked in Dixon and 

Vallejo. She left Vallejo in 2017 to accept a 

position in the City of Dixon, and then left Dixon 

to come to Tiburon. Dina earned a Master’s 

degree in architecture and urban planning.  

 

 

                                                             

www.usi.com 
 

USI has developed sophisticated employee  

benefit programs for public entities for more than 

30-years.  USI helps agencies design innovative 

benefit solutions and provide benefit education  

to bargaining units. 
 

For more information contact Gary Delaney                

at (424) 390-0010 or gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

USI Insurance Services                                             

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                              

Torrance, CA 90503                                                                                 

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

  

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths 

to issues facing local government. Pat can help you, 

whether you are a City Manager looking for ways to 

turn your city around, or a developer needing 

assistance navigating the complexities of the 

political and/or entitlement process. 

Pat has had numerous successful experiences with 

public-private partnerships.   

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former City 

Manager Larry J. Kosmont,                    

Kosmont Companies, a certified 

Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) and 

certified Small Business Enterprise (SBE), 

has earned a national reputation and 

is recognized as expert in real estate, 

financial advisory and economic development 

services. The Kosmont Companies are committed to 

bringing public, private, and non-profit organizations 

together to help communities flourish.                                                                                  

Call and learn how South Gate earned a $5.1 million 

Real Estate Bonus. 

Mailing Address:  1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                                        

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

http://www.usi.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.patwestllc.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
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Professional Women in Cities 

from Temecula to Torrance 
                                                                   
Samantha (Swaine) Bonifacio began her career 

in January, 2009 as a Planning Aide in the City of 

Kettering, Ohio.  She took a Planning Intern 

position in January, 2010 in Mason, Ohio, and 

was then hired for Ecommerce Customer 

Support in the wine industry in the private sector. 

Samantha came to California in January, 2013 

and continued to work as an Ecommerce 

Customer Support Representative in San Rafael. 

She joined the town staff in Tiburon in August, 

2016 as a Building Permit Clerk, and she began 

working her way up in the organization: 

Community Development Aide (2018); Planning 

Technician (2018-July, 2020); and then Assistant 

Planner starting in July, 2020. Samantha earned 

a BA in urban planning from the University of 

Cincinnati.  

 

Other individuals discovered include: Suzanne 

Creekmore, Director of Administrative Services; 

Patti Pickett; Elena Kuraking; and Laurie Nilsen.  

http://www.icacities.org/ 

ICA is committed to assisting member cities with 

economic development issues, and support 

legislation that provides cities with addition tools for 

business development, business retention, and job 

creation. Safe and secure communities are at the 

core values of ICA. 

Richard Montgomery, President                    

Manhattan Beach                                                             

Sean Ashton, President-Elect                                           

Downey 

Sam Olivito, Interim Executive Director                        

Telephone: 424-374-7168 

Torrance is in the South Bay 

region of Los Angeles County. In 

the early 1900s, real estate 

developer Jared Sidney 

Torrance with other investors 

decided to develop a mixed 

industrial-residential community. Today Torrance 

is the site of one of the nation’s largest shopping 

centers; the Del Amo Fashion Center. The 2019 

estimated population is 143,592. LeRoy J. 

Jackson is the longtime Torrance City Manager. 

Fran Fulton has worked for the 

City of Torrance for “going on 

23-years.” She joined the 

Torrance city staff in April, 1998 

as a Business Services Manager. 

Fran was named Economic 

Development Manager in 

January, 2005.  Fran serves as a 

Board Member for the Discover Torrance Tourism 

Business Improvement District, and for the South 

Bay Entrepreneurial Center. She studied as the 

University of Maryland, College Park.  

Brianne (King) Cohen is the City of Torrance Civil 

Service Manager. Starting in October, 2005 she 

worked for the University of Washington 

Educational Outreach for three years, as a 

Distribution Student Worker, and then as an 

Enrollment Advisor. In August, 2009 Brianne took 

a private sector position as a Recruiter for a 

medical staff, and then in October, 2010 she 

became an Account Executive with another 

private sector company. She joined the 

Torrance city staff in August, 2013 as a Human 

Resources Technician and Volunteer Program 

Coordinator. Brianne became a human 

Resources Analyst in Mary, 2017 and she was 

named Civil Service Manager in September, 

2019. Brianne earned a BBA from the University 

of Washington, and an MPA from California 

State University, Long Beach. 

We apologized to those not included. 

http://www.icacities.org/
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http://www.rwglaw.com/ 

RW&G is a full-service law firm, headquartered in Los 

Angeles with offices in Orange County, San 

Francisco, and Temecula. RW&G has specialized in 

the representation of public and private sector 

clients for more than 50 years. The depth and 

diversity of the firm's experience cannot be 

duplicated. RW&G is comprised of lawyers that are 

committed to excellence in the legal services they 

provide and to solving problems of business and the 

public sector with the highest quality legal services. 

Roxanne Diaz, Steven L. Flower, Kevin Ennis,         

Peter M. Thorson, and Gregory W. Stepanicich,  

Serita Young and Craig Steele are among the many 

City Attorneys on the RW&G staff. Roxanne Diaz 

serves as a member of the Board of Trustees of the 

California City Management Foundation (CCMF).   

RWG serves as City Attorney for the following cities 

and towns: Agoura Hills; Artesia; Banning; Beverly 

Hill; Brea; Buena Park; Calimesa; Covina; Fairfield; 

Hidden Hills; Highland; Indio; Jurupa Valley;              

La Mirada; Manhattan Beach; Mill Valley; Monrovia; 

Moorpark; Norwalk; Rancho Cucamonga; Ross;     

San Marino; Seal Beach; South El Monte; Temecula; 

Upland; Westlake Village; and Yucaipa.     

RW&G's lawyers have specialized in representing all 

types of public agencies since 1954. The firm 

currently serves as City Attorney, Bond Counsel, 

General Counsel and Special Counsel to more than 

50 public agencies throughout California, including 

airports, cities, towns, community services districts, 

counties, joint powers authorities, redevelopment 

agencies, libraries and water districts.  

http://www.rwglaw.com/ 

 

 

Historically, Glenn Watson, Richard Richards, and 

colleague Robert G. Beverly opened the RWG firm’s 

first offices in downtown Los Angeles in the fall of 

1954.  At the time, the firm maintained its founders’ 

focus on real estate and business litigation.   The 

attorneys were joined from the first day and for the 

next 43 years by Beth Donald, who served as both a 

Legal Secretary and Office Manager.  From the 

early 1970s until her death in 1997, she was the 

Municipal Law Administrator – responsible for 

assisting City Clerks in preparing their meeting 

agendas, assisting City Attorneys in drafting 

resolutions and ordinances, handling the billing for 

most of the Firm’s cities and maintaining (in her 

head) an encyclopedic database of California 

municipal law. 

 

Please visit the Richards Watson & Gershon web 

page at: www.rwglaw.com 

 

Or inquire at one of the RW&G offices:  

 

Los Angeles: 

355 South Grand Avenue, 40th Floor 

Los Angeles, California 90071-3101 

Telephone No. 213-626-8484 

la@rwglaw.com 

 

Orange County: 

1 Civic Center Circle, PO Box 1059 

Brea, California 92822-1059 

Telephone No. 714-990-0901 

oc@rwglaw.com 

 

San Francisco:  

44 Montgomery Street, Suite 3800 

San Francisco, California 94104-4811 

Telephone No. 415-421-8484 

sf@rwglaw.cm 

 

Temecula: 

41000 Main Street, Suite 309 

Temecula, California 92590 

Telephone No. 951-695-2373 

tem@rwglaw.com  

 

 

http://www.rwglaw.com/
http://www.rwglaw.com/
file:///C:/Users/Jack/Documents/TRACKDOWN%20FILES/NEWSLETTERS/2017%20Newsletters/www.rwglaw.com
file:///C:/Users/Jack/Documents/TRACKDOWN%20FILES/NEWSLETTERS/2017%20Newsletters/la@rwglaw.com
file:///C:/Users/Jack/Documents/TRACKDOWN%20FILES/NEWSLETTERS/2017%20Newsletters/oc@rwglaw.com
file:///C:/Users/Jack/Documents/TRACKDOWN%20FILES/NEWSLETTERS/2017%20Newsletters/sf@rwglaw.cm
file:///C:/Users/Jack/Documents/TRACKDOWN%20FILES/NEWSLETTERS/2017%20Newsletters/tem@rwglaw.com
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Katie Hearther, a University of Washington graduate, 

shown during a special research expedition to 

Greenland. This picture graced the front page of 

the September, 2018 issue of the newsletter. 

Picking Up the Pieces: Whitney 

McDonald, the Arroyo Grande 

Community Development Director 

since February, has been selected 

to serve as the next Arroyo Grande 

City Manager. Whitney previously 

worked in the San Luis Obispo 

County Counsel’s Office. She is an 

attorney who specialized in land 

use and zoning law. Former City Manager Jim 

Bergman resigned. Public Works Director Bill Robeson 

has served as Interim City Manager. After leaving the 

county in 2016, Whitney was a Senior Attorney with 

Richards Watson and Gershon (August, 2016-

February, 2020), where she also worked prior to her 

county service (August, 2007-November, 2010). 

Whitney earned a BA from the University of California, 

Santa Barbara, and a Juris Doctorate from the 

University of California, Los Angeles, School of Law 

(UCLA). Former Fairfield City Manager Byron Gale 

Wilson died September 1, 2020 in his Auburn home at 

the age of 91. Gale served as the Fairfield City 

Manager for 32-years, from 1956 to 1988. The city 

grew in population from 15,000 to close to 77,000 

people during his service as City Manager. Gale was 

born in Utah in July, 1929. He became the Fairfield 

City Manager at age 26. Redding City Manager 

Barry Tippin appointed Jerrod Vanlandingham to be 

the new city Fire Chief. The new Chief has 25-years of 

experience with the City of Longmont, Colorado. 

Loree Pryce is the new City Manager in Lakeside, 

Oregon. Loree previously worked in the Cities of 

Westlake Village, Ventura, and Santa Barbara. She 

was also a Project Engineer for the Casitas Water 

District. Loree earned a degree in environmental 

engineering from California State Polytechnic  

University, San Luis Obispo. Rocklin Chief of Police 

Chad Butler will serve as Interim City Manager, while 

a nationwide executive recruitment is conducted. 

City Manager Steve Rudolph retired effective 

September 21. [Cannot think of Rocklin without 

thinking of former longtime Rocklin City Manager Dr. 

Carlos A. Urrutia (1984-2010).] Claremont Director of 

Human Services Anne Turner resigned effective 

September 15. Assistant City Manager Chris Paulson 

will serve as Interim Human Services Director. Anne 

joined the Claremont city staff in May, 2014. She has 

served as an Adjunct Professor for the University of La 

Verne (2007-2014), and for the University of the West 

(2014-2016). She earned a BA from Pitzer College, 

and an MA and DPA from the University of La Verne. 

Willits City Manager Stephanie Garrabrant-Sierra 

announced the appointment of a new Willits Chief of 

Police. The new Chief served as a member of the San 

Diego Police Department for nearly 25-years. She 

also served on the California Commission on Peace 

Officer Standards and Training (POST), and she was a 

Public Safety Lieutenant at the University of Southern 

California (USC).  She earned BS in criminology and 

justice studies at California State University, San 

Marcos.  

“You just have to want it more than 

everyone else.” 

“Before you can achieve, you must 

believe…in yourself.” 

“Never forget the Power of Practice.” 

-Mike Trout, Los Angeles Angels 
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More Pieces Picked Up: South 

Pasadena City Manager 

Stephanie DeWolfe has retired 

from her position as City 

Manager effective September 

12. Fire Chief Paul Riddle is the 

Acting City Manager. Stephanie 

served as City Manager from 

November, 2017. She previously 

worked for Pasadena and the 

City of West Hollywood, where 

she served as Deputy City 

Manager. She earned a BA in urban planning from 

Michigan State University, and a Master in real estate 

development from the University of Southern 

California (USC). She also earned a certificate in 

public relations for the University of California, Los 

Angeles (UCLA). Benicia City Manager Lorie Tinfow 

has submitted her resignation, and the Benicia Chief 

of Police, Erik Upson, will serve as the Acting City 

Manager until future action. Lori served as City 

Manager from April, 2017, and previously served as 

the City Manager in the City of Pacifica (2013-2017). 

She held executive positions in Saratoga, Pleasanton 

and Walnut Creek. Lori earned a BS in applied earth 

science from Stanford University and an MCRP in city 

and regional Planning from Harvard University’s 

Kennedy School of Government. Antioch City 

Manager Ron Bernal announced that Rosanna 

Bayon Moore is the new Assistant City Manager in 

Antioch starting in late September. Rosanna has 

served as the Brawley City Manager for the past 9-

years. She worked in Community Development prior 

to becoming City Manager in Brawley. She earned a 

BA from the University of California, Berkeley, and an 

MPA from Columbia University. Rosanna is also an 

alum of the Northern California Coro Fellows 

Program. Dominique Samario is the new Public 

Information Officer in the City of Menifee. She worked 

for the City of Santa Barbara (2007-2012) as the City 

TV Producer & Reporter, and she also served as a 

Producer & Reporter for the County of Santa 

Barbara. She worked in several media position prior 

to take an Administrative Analyst and PIO post in 

Santa Barbara. In December, 2018 Dominique joined 

the Goleta staff as a Management Analyst, working 

there until joining Menifee. She earned a BA and MPA 

from the University of Southern California (USC), and 

a Professional Certificate in Marketing, Branding and 

Public Relation from the University of California, Santa 

Barbara. San Luis Obispo Chief of Police Deanna 

Cantrell is leaving after 5-years on job and accepting 

the Chief of Police position in the City of Fairfield. Her 

last day in San Luis Obispo is September 30, 2020. 

Deanna took the San Luis Obispo position in January,  

   

Tripepi Smith & Associates            

Post Office Box No. 52152         

Irvine, California, 92619    

 https://www.tripepismith.com 

2016, after serving more than 21-years with the City 

of Mesa, Arizona. City Manager Derek Johnson said 

the City of San Luis Obispo will begin a national 

recruitment to fill Chief Cantrell’s position. 

Healdsburg City Manager David Mickaelian, 52, 

resigned after 15-years with the City. After serving as 

City Manager for the past 6-years, he took the 

position of General Manager of the Tahoe Donner 

Association of Homeowners. David Kiff, the retired 

Newport Beach City Manager, is serving as Interim 

City Manager in Healdsburg.                                             

SHORTS:*Jaime Boscarino, Director of Finance for 

Thousand Oaks, lives with her husband and two 

children in Simi Valley. *Oakley Director of Finance 

Tim Przybyla is known to ride his dirt bike around the 

Mount Diablo foothills.*Former San Clemente City 

Manager James Makshanoff is considering filing a 

wrongful termination lawsuit against the city. *Former 

Ojai City Manager Rob Clark (2011-2016) previously 

worked as the Town Manager in Mammoth Lakes, 

and currently is a Labor & Employee Relations 

Manager for the County of Santa Barbara. *Mario A. 

Marquez, the older brother of former Hawaiian 

Gardens City Manager Ernesto Marquez, is the new 

American Legion National Director of Veteran Affairs 

and Rehabilitation. *Before Elaine Andersen was 

appointed Folsom City Manager, she worked for the 

City of Sacramento City Manager’s Office and 

Department of Public Works. *Retired Indian Wells 

and Atascadero City Manager, and past President of 

CCMF, Wade McKinney and his family were on the 

beach at Camp Pendleton this past month. *La 

Puente City Coucil Member Daniel C. Holloway 

unexpected and suddenly passed away earlier this 

month; condolences to his family, friends and the 

people of La Puente. *California Governor Gavin 

Newsom is among the Founders of PlumJack Winery 

in Oakville specializing in premium Cabernet 

Sauvignon wines. *Two former Rosemead City 

Managers Frank G. Tripepi and Bill Crowe were 

recently spotted together on a morning walk along 

the beach and pier at Huntington Beach. *Recently 

retired Weed City Manager Ron Stock is one of five 

candidates for two seats on the Weed City Council. 

“Thanks” to Pat West and best wishes for success! 

https://www.tripepismith.com/

