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Here we see Wasco City Manager Daniel Ortiz-

Hernandez, who left the City to take the City 

Manager post in Webster City, Iowa. In the middle is 

longtime Wasco City Manager Larry Pennell (1994-

2007), and on the right is Wasco City Manager     

Scott Hurlbert, former Shafter City Manager. Scott  

reported to his new Wasco office on July 1, 2021. 

Dan is returning to a post he worked in 2016-2018. 

 

 

City Executive Professionals               

in Napa County   

 

There are five (5) incorporated cities in the Napa 

County: American Canyon, Calistoga, Napa, St. 

Helena and Yountville. This issue acknowledges 

some of the executives currently serving in these 

Napa County cities.   

Napa County cities are in the North Bay Division 

of the League of California Cities. Yountville City 

Council Member Marita Dorenbecher is the 

2020-2021 President of the Division, and 

Yountville Mayor John F. Dunbar is the Vice 

President on the League Board. Regional Public 

Affairs Manager Nancy Hall Bennett provides 

division staff assistance. 

 

This issue does not claim to be comprehensive. 

It highlights some of the cities’ professional 

executives in Napa County. We apologize up 

front to those we have overlooked. Some career 

profiles of public staff members are not posted 

making their information hard to find.  
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City Executive Professionals               

in Napa County   

 

American Canyon is located about 35 miles 

northeast of San Francisco at the southern end 

of Napa County. American Canyon developed 

following World War II with the construction of 

local subdivisions. The American Canyon 

County Water District was formed in 1960. The 

city did not incorporate until January 1992. 

Former Sacramento Assistant City Manager 

Richard J. Ramirez was appointed American 

Canyon City Manager in August 2006. Rich, a 

former City Manager in Hemet and Paso Robles, 

took over for City Manager Mark Joseph who 

resigned after nine-years (1997-2006) in the 

position. Mark went on to become a member of 

the City Council and serve as Mayor. The 2019 

estimated population of American Canyon is 

20,475. Jason Holley is the City Manager and 

Maria Ojeda is the Assistant City Manager. 

Deputy City Clerk Cherri Walton is serving as the 

Acting City Clerk. Rebekah Barr, a former City 

Clerk resigned and is now serving as the City 

Clerk in Sonoma.  

Frank Preciado of 

the City of Bellflower 

Public Works 

Department  

completed his first 

ever full Ironman 

Triathlon at the 

Coeur d’Alene, 

Idaho Ironman. 

Temperatures reach 

108 during the race 

with pavement 

temperatures as 

high as 136 degrees. 

Congratulations to 

Frank. His hard work 

training paid off.       

Jeff Stewart is the 

Bellflower City 

Manager. 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

                        

www.usi.com 

USI has developed sophisticated employee  

benefit programs for public entities for more than 

30-years.  USI helps agencies design innovative    

benefit solutions and provide benefit education  

to bargaining units. 
 

For more information contact          

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010 or 

gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                                     

 

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                              

Torrance, CA 90503     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.chwlaw.us 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to 

counsel that is helpful, understandable, and fairly 

priced.                                                                       

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley in 

the Sierra Foothills, 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law.               

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020). 

 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700. 

 

 

http://www.usi.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.chwlaw.us/
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http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former               

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont,                                  

Larry is a new Member of the 

Pepperdine Graziadio Businness School 

Board                                      

Kosmont Companies, a certified Minority Business 

Enterprise (MBE) and certified Small Business 

Enterprise (SBE), has earned a national reputation 

and is recognized as expert in real estate, financial 

advisory and economic development services.  

Kosmont Companies serves the needs of cities, 

counties, quasi-governmental agencies, private 

companies, developers and non-profit organizations 

including educational institutions across California.                               

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

  

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint 

Powers Authority (JPA) with the goal 

of helping communities fund critical 

projects. ICFA has assisted funding more than $500 

million in critical community projects, from hospitals 

to charter schools, municipal utilities and housing. 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                      

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

info@ICFAuthority.org 

City Executive Professionals               

in Napa County   

                                                                              

Jason Holley has served as 

the American Canyon City 

Manager since October 

2017. He previously served 

the city as the Director of 

Public Works (December 

2013-October 2017). Prior to 

joining the city staff, Jason 

worked as a Senior Civil Engineer for the City of 

Napa (March 2007-December 2013). Previous to 

joining the Napa city staff, Jason worked for a 

couple of private engineering firms, first as a 

Structural Engineer and then a Project Manager. 

Jason earned a BS in bioresource and 

agricultural engineering from California 

Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo.  

https://www.munienvironmental.com/ 

http://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
mailto:info@ICFAuthority.org
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
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Trackdown Posse Roster                                                
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

David Jinkens, Retired City Manager 

Joe Goeden, Retired W. Sacramento City Manager 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager 

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Paul Philips, City Manager, Bell    

Lloyd de Llamas, retired HdL   Companies executive  

Posse Roster:  
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                             

Dave Carmany, West Covina, City Manager                                                                                

Ken Bayless, Ret. GM LA Vector Control & Ret. LASD Chief        

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Sam Olivito, Interim Executive Director, ICA 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Gary Milliman, City Manager, Brookings, Oregon                                                                                                                            

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

John F. Shirey, Retired Sacramento City Manager                                                    

Lee C. McDougal, Retired Montclair City Manager  

Mark Scott, Indio City Manager   

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Jeff Mathieu, Retired Big Bear Lake, City Manager 

Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager                                          

Paul Philips, City Manager, Bell                                                   

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager, Pasadena 

                                                                       
City Manager Newsletter by 

Trackdown Management 
                                                                                             

Jack A. and Susan Simpson 

 
www.trackdownmanagement.net 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 
[Photo produced by Apple Lane]   

 
 

https://synchronicityassociates.com/ 

      

SynchroniCITY Associates: Founded upon a simple 

premise: most government related proposals are 

either destined to succeed or fail at the moment 

they are made public. 

 

Governance from smart strategy to effective 

implementation. 

 

Founded by John Russo;  
the only person in California who has 

been a City Council Member, a City 

Attorney, and a City Manager. 

                 
John@synchroniCITYassociates.com 

 

Telephone: 949-435-9737 

 

                                        

 

        https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 
 

Former City Administrator 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849 

          FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations with a 

specialized emphasis on:   

                                                                                            

Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight Agent Services; 

Mortgage Program Administration Services; 

Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development. 

                                                                                           

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
https://synchronicityassociates.com/
mailto:John@synchroniCITYassociates.com
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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City Executive Professionals               

in Napa County  

 

Assistant City Manager 

Maria Ojeda served as a 

Family Support Officer in 

San Mateo County in 

Redwood City from 1998 to 

2001. She joined the City of 

Fremont staff in 2001 for 

about a year as a 

Community Preservation 

Manager and Management Analyst. Maria 

served as a Management Intern in the City of 

Lenexa, Kansas (2001-2002), and took a 

Management Intern post in Phoenix, Arizona in 

July 2002 to June 2003. After working as a 

temporary Special Assistant in Fremont 2003-

2004), Maria served in Newark, California as a 

Management Analyst/Public Information Officer 

in 2004, and then joined the Pleasanton-

Livermore Fire Department in a similar position 

(2005-2007). Maria was hired as Assistant to the 

City Manager in Pleasanton in November 2007 

and was elevated to Deputy City Manager 

before she left the city in December 2015. She 

left Pleasanton to accept the Finance Director 

post in the Town of Yountville and served in that 

position until February 2019. After serving as a 

consultant in Benicia from April to August 2019, 

Maria joined American Canyon as the City’s first 

Assistant City Manager in September. She 

earned a BA in sociology & Latin American 

Studies from Notre Dame de Namur University, 

and an MPA from The University of Kansas. Maria 

also completed the curriculum of the Darden 

Graduate School of Business Administration at 

the University of Virginia.     

  

 

 

https://www.cacities.org/ 

 

 

 

 

La Mirada Assistant City Manager Anne Haraksin at 

Annie’s Canyon Trail in Solana Beach. 

 

Angel fans: Rob Wishner of Walnut and Chris Jeffers, 

Interim City Manager in the City of South Gate. 

https://www.cacities.org/
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http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided 

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like 

the Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and 

the PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400 

clients address unfunded obligations and lower 

liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS 

is the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                            

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356 or 

kevin@kolgs.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julie and Don Knabe with Yvette Hernandez-

Gjonovich celebdrating Independence Day at the 

Boathouse on the Bay in Long Beach. 

City Executive Professionals               

in Napa County  

                                                                                      

Erica Ahmann Smithies, 

American Canyon’s Public 

Works Director began her 

career in 1997 working in the private sector as a 

Construction Specialist in the Orlando, Florida 

area, and as a Project Engineer. In April 2001 she 

took a Supervising Civil Engineer position with 

the County of Napa. Erica joined the City of 

Petaluma staff in November 2007 as a Senior 

Civil Engineer. She was appointed Assistant 

Public Works Director in the City of St. Helena in 

September 2016. Erica became the St. Helena 

Director of Public Works and City Engineer in 

April 2017. She joined American Canyon in 

March 2021 as the Public Works Director. Erica 

earned a BS in agricultural engineering from 

California Polytechnic State University, San Luis 

Obispo.  

www.cjpia.org 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
http://www.cjpia.org/
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City Executive Professionals               

in Napa County  

                                                                                       

In 1868 the California Pacific Railroad extended 

to Calistoga and the town became the hub and 

area destination. The name “Calistoga” comes 

from combining “California” and “Saratoga,” 

referring to Saratoga Springs, New York. The 

town founders wished to create a new Saratoga 

Springs in California to encourage tourists to 

enjoy the local hot springs. The first European 

settlers began arriving in the Calistoga area in 

the 1840s. Mormon leader Samuel Brannan 

bought more than 2,000 acres in the Calistoga 

area with the intent on developing a spa like 

those found in Saratoga Springs, New York. 

Calistoga’s economy grew based on mining, 

agriculture and tourism. It is said that one of the 

famous early visitors included author Robert 

Louis Stevenson. He and his bride Fanny 

Vandegrift of San Francisco honeymooned at 

the Calistoga Hot Springs Hotel in 1880. 

Calistoga incorporated in January 1886. The 

2019 estimated population of the town is 5,247. 

Michael Kirn is the City Manager and Marni 

Rittburg is the City Clerk.  

Mike Kirn has been the Calistoga City Manager 

since June 2019. He replaced City Manager 

Dylan Feik, who resigned in April 2019. Mike 

received a salary increase in December 2019. 

He submitted his notice of resignation in May this 

year. He previously worked as the Public Works 

Director and City Engineer for Calistoga (June 

2013-June 2019). Mike served as the Healdsburg 

Director of Public Works and City Engineer from 

2007 to 2013 and he was the Fresno DPW and 

City Engineer from 2002 to 2007. Mike worked For 

the County of Madera as County Engineer and 

County Surveyor from 1992-2002. He earned a BS 

in civil engineering at California State University, 

Fresno, and is a registered professional civil 

engineer and licensed land surveyor in 

California.  

 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

  

 

 

                             

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths 

to issues facing local government. Pat can help you, 

whether you are a City Manager looking for ways to 

turn your city around, or a developer needing 

assistance navigating the complexities of the 

political and/or entitlement process.   

Pat was honored with the League of 

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure 

Award for City Managers of Distinction.                                                                                 

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private partnerships.                                 

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.contractcities.org 

Marcel Rodarte,                    

Executive Director 

                                                                                       California Contract Cities 

Association                               

 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210                                  

Cerritos, California 90703                                              

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

http://www.patwestllc.com/
http://www.contractcities.org/
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www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim L. Barisic founded Brandywine in 

1994. Jim and his three sons         

Brett Whitehead, and David Barisic                        

direct Brandywine Homes.  

 

Some of the Projects that are selling now are in the 

Cities of San Dimas, Whittier, Anaheim, and Duarte. 

Coming soon are projects in                                   

Norwalk, and Placentia.  

                                                                                       

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

                                                                 

CARLOW, Norwalk, CA      

Almost Sold Out!                                                  

A Brandywine Homes 

Development 

 

UPTON, Carson, CA 

Now Pre-Selling! 

Another Brandywine Homes 

Development 

 

Other projects coming soon: ARLETTA in Fullerton, 

VILLENA in Placentia & CARSON LANDING in Carson. 

 

                                                                               
Alex Hernandez President 

Homebuilding Division 

 

 

 
Brandywine Homes focuses on helping to revitalize 

established neighborhoods and convert 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

 
 

 “Hustle is just playing the game 

right.” 

--Jimmy Rollins 

City Executive Professionals               

in Napa County  

                                                                                

Gloria Leon worked as a finance 

professional for nearly 19-years in 

the private sector starting in 

January 2003. Gloria joined the 

Calistoga city staff in October 

2011 as the Administrative Services Director. 

Gloria earned a BBA in business administration 

and accounting from California State University, 

Fresno and a MA in human resources from 

National University of Fresno.  

 

 

 

www.ekapr.com 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, our firm offers a wide array 

of professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists. 

Together, we have more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA,                        

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner 

http://www.brandywinedev.com/
http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
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 City Executive Professionals               

in Napa County  

                                                                                                    

Calistoga’s new Interim City 

Manager Brad Kilger is a 

longtime veteran retired City 

Manager with more than 40-

years of local government 

service. Brad is a past President 

of the City Managers 

Department of the League of 

California Cities (2012-2013). He started his 

public service career in 1979 as a Planner in San 

Bernardino. He was appointed Planning Director 

in 1988. Brad took the Deputy Town Manager 

position in Apple Valley in 1989 and moved to 

the City of Murrieta in 1995 as the Community 

Development Manager. In 1996 Brad was 

selected to serve as the Town Manager in Yucca 

Valley. In 2002 Brad took the Community & 

Economic Development Director job in the City 

of Modesto.  He served there until 2006 when he 

accepted appointment as the Ceres City 

Manager. Brad’s next assignment was the City 

Manager post in Benicia in 2010, and he moved 

to the City Manager position in the City of 

Martinez in 2016. Brad earned a BA in 

environmental science from the University of 

California, Riverside and an MBA from California 

State University, San Bernardino. He received a 

rare 40-year ICMA service award in 2019. Brad 

previously served as Interim City Manager in 

South Lake Tahoe and Los Altos.  

Rebecca Schmitt and former City Manager 

Don Duckworth in the Great Northwest. Don 

said, “Defied death again on our incredible 

biplane tour of the San Juan Islands…” Don 

is now an entrepreneurial Management 

Consultant. Don’s home town is Coronado. 

He is a former City Manager in Visalia, 

Arcadia and  Calabasas. He also held executive positions 

in Santa Clarita, Visalia, San Clemente and Simi Valley. Don 

earned a BA and MPA from California State University, 

Northridge. He also attended classes at Bakersfield JC and 

the University of Southern California (USC).  

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/                                              

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager 

Robert "Bob" Hinderliter,                                                                

HdL expanded and improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City Manager                             

Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s retired                  

Executive Chairman.                      

Andy Nickerson is the President  

HdL Companies offers diverse 

services that include: allocation 

audits, economic analysis and program software 

regarding Sales Tax, and Property Tax, and 

Economic Development Services. 

HdL Companies services provide the revenue and 

key economic insights required to effectively lead a 

local government agency. 

Office: 120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California 

 

Napa is the county seat of Napa County. The 

first recorded explorations into the Napa Valley 

were around 1823. American farmers began 

arriving in the 1830s when the Napa Valley was 

originally in the District of Sonoma. In 1850 Napa 

County became one of the first California 

original counties. At that time, its boundaries 

included Lake County to the north. The City of 

Napa was founded by Nathan Coombs in 1847. 

The first business establishment in the town was 

a saloon built by Harrison Pierce. The California 

Gold Rush in the late 1850s brought a great deal 

of new commerce to Napa. Napa was 

incorporated in March 1872 and reincorporated 

in 1874. The 2019 estimated population of Napa 

is 78,130. Steve Potter is the City Manager and 

Joy Riesenberg and Liz Habkirk serve as Deputy 

City Managers. Tiffany Carranza is the City Clerk.  

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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City Executive Professionals               

in Napa County  

                                                                               

Steve Potter took over the Napa 

City Manager position after City 

Manager Mike Parness retired. 

Steve served Napa as the Chief 

of Police prior to trading in his 

uniform at the end of 2018. He 

served five months as Interim 

City Manager before he was confirmed as City 

Manager. Steve had a 36-year law enforcement 

career and worked 31-years with the Napa 

Police Department. He served 3-years as the 

Chief of Police starting in 2015.   

Liz Habkirk served 

as a Management 

Analyst for the City 

of Reno, Nevada 

starting in July 2004. Liz worked for Reno for 

nearly 7-years, leaving there in February 2011 as 

a Senior Management Analyst. She took a similar 

position with the County Executive Office of 

Napa County in 2011. Liz was promoted to 

Principal Management Analyst in April 2013, and 

she became the Napa County Deputy Director 

of Public Works and General Services in January 

2016. Liz joined the City of Napa staff as Deputy 

City Manager in January 2020. She earned a BS 

from California Polytechnic State University, San 

Luis Obispo and an MPA from The University of 

Kansas.  

 

West Covina                 

City Manager                

David Carmany 

and the incoming 

President of West 

Covina Rotary Club 

Jose Gutierrez 

 

http://www.nwfg.com/ 

                                                                                

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment 

banking firm providing underwriting and financial 

advisory services to public agencies, and 

implementation of special tax methodologies.  

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates 

of Participation, and general obligation bond 

financings, tax allocation refunding, revenue and 

expense projections modeling.                                                                     

 

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s                               

President Pam Newcomb 

Telephone No. 760-860-0222 

 

 

6842 Embarcadero Lane                                                          

Carlsbad, California 92011 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  760-860-0222 

 

 

 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue. 

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Avenu has California Offices in El Dorado Hills, 

Fresno, Pleasanton, Sacramento and Westlake 

Village.                                                                         

 

Fran Mancia may be reached at    

559-288-7296. Fran is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).  

http://www.nwfg.com/
https://www.avenuinsights.com/
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http://rwglaw.com/ 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                    

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

 

The RWG team is as skillful in handling complex 

transactional work as they are in defending 

governmental entities in important litigation. The firm 

is committed to helping maximize opportunities and 

minimize litigation risks.  

 

Practical advice and well-analyzed solutions come 

from listening carefully and asking the right 

questions. 

 

                                                               

Roxanne Diaz is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California 

City Management Foundation 

(CCMF).     

                                                                     

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

 

http://www.icacities.org/ 

SUMMER SEMINAR 2021                   

August 25-29, 2021                                                              

at the Hilton Santa Barbara Beachfront Resort        

633 East Cabrillo Boulevard                                             

Santa Barbara, CA 93103                                             

Save the Date!  

Sam Olivito, Interim Executive Director                        

Telephone: 310-486-7555 

City Executive Professionals                

in Napa County  

                                                                                            

St. Helena was likely 

named for the nearby 

mountain range known 

as Mount St. Helena. In 

1868 the railroad reach St. Helena allowing 

shipments to and from the community, and 

transportation for tourists. The town 

incorporated in March 1876 and then re-

incorporated in May 1889. Major employers in St. 

Helena include the Trinchero Family Estates, 

Beringer Vineyards and the Culinary Institute of 

America (in the old Christian Brothers Winery 

facilities). Mark Prestwich is the City Manager 

and Cindy Tzafopoulos is the City Clerk.  

City Manager Mark Prestwich 

started his public service 

career as an Administrative 

Intern for the City of Long 

Beach in 1994. Mark went to 

work for the League of 

California Cities as a Staff 

Analyst in October 1995. In 

June 1997 Mark was hired by 

Sunnyvale as a Management Analyst. He joined 

the Napa city staff as the Assistant to the City 

Manager in October 1999. In July 2006 Mark took 

a Special Projects Manager position with the 

City of Sacramento. He left Sacramento as the 

Assistant to the City Manager to accept the 

appointment as City Manager in the City of 

Nevada City in June 2014. Mark left Nevada City 

in July 2017 to start his tenure as the City 

Manager in St. Helena. Mark served as the 

President of MMANC in 2007. He earned a BA 

from California State University, Fullerton and an 

MPA from California State University, Long 

Beach.  

“Never save a pitcher for tomorrow. Tomorrow it 

may rain.” –Leo Durocher 

http://rwglaw.com/
http://www.icacities.org/
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 City Executive Professionals                

in Napa County  

 

Preya Nixon is the Assistant to 

the City Manager for the City 

of St. Helena. In February 

2014 Preya went to work for 

the City of Manhattan Beach 

as an Administrative Clerk in 

the Office of Human 

Resources. Preya became a 

Management Fellow with the 

Town of Yountville starting in December 2014. In 

July 2017 she was hired to serve as a Senior 

Management Analyst for Yountville. She worked 

in Public Works and Finance. Preya joined the St. 

Helena staff in November 2019. She also serves 

as a Manager of Programs for the National 

Utilities Diversity Council (April 2013-Present) in 

the Greater Los Angeles Area. Preya earned a 

BA in sociology and organizational studies from 

Mount Holyoke College in South Hadley, 

Massachusetts, and an MPA from Cleveland 

State University. She also completed a Summer 

Institute for General Management earning a 

Certificate in Business Management from the 

Stanford University Graduate School of Business.  

 

Yountville is named for the early pioneer George 

C. Yount in 1867. The town was called 

Sebastopol in 1855, however a Sonoma County 

community had already claimed that name so 

the name became Yountville following George 

Yount’s death. Yountville has become know for 

fine dining with more than one Michelin star 

rating per 1,000 residents. Yountville claims the 

most Michelin stars per capita of anywhere in 

North America. Among the fine restaurants is 

Thomas Keller’s The French Laundry. The 2019 

estimated population of Yountville is 2,966.  

Steven Rogers is the Yountville Town Manager, 

and Michelle Dahme is the Town Clerk. 

Samantha Holland is the Parks and Recreation 

Director. Steve received a 35-year ICMA Service 

Award in 2020.  

https://gonsalvi.com/ 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; 
you don't need them often but when you do they had 

better work." 

 
Anthony, Jason and Paul Gonsalves are 

expert local government lobbyists. The firm 

represents fifty-plus cities and is a key 

player in city legislation. The firm works 

closely with the League of California Cities.  

 

Anthony Gonsalves is a longtime member of the 

California City Management Foundation (CCMF) 

Board. 

 

Call the “Gonsalvi” at 

Telephone no. 916-441-0597 

925 L Street, Suite 250 Sacramento CA 95814  

 

 

Yountville City Manager Steven R. Rogers began 

his public service career as an Intern in the 

public works department of Olathe, Kansas in 

1985. He also served as an Administrative Intern 

in Mesa, Arizona in 1986. He was hired to an 

Administrative Assistant position in Santa Paula in 

1987 and was elevated to Assistant to the City 

Administrator in 1989. In 1990 he went to Ann 

Arbor, Michigan as Assistant to the City 

Administrator, but returned to California in 1991 

as Assistant to the City Manager in Indio. He 

served as the Administrative Services Director in 

Indio from 1994 to 1996. Steve worked for the 

City of San Bruno between 1996 and 2004. He 

was the Assistant City Manager when he left 

there in 2004 to become the General Manager 

and CEO for the North Tahoe Public Utility District 

with offices in Tahoe Vista just up the Lake Tahoe 

shoreline from Kings Beach. After nearly three 

and a half years in the Lake Tahoe area, Steve 

accepted the Town Manager position in 

Yountville in October 2007. In 2012 Steve was 

named “Citizen of the Year” by the Yountville 

Chamber of Commerce. Steve earned a BA in 

political science from the University of Michigan 

and an MPA from The University of Kansas.  
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http://www.kosmont.com/ 

Kosmont Companies, a certified Minority Business 

Enterprise (MBE), is a development services firm 

offering a full range of real estate and economic 

advisory, brokerage, project finance, investment, 

and planning services for both the public and private 

sectors. 

 

Founded in 1986, Kosmont Companies has become 

a nationally recognized expert in economic 

development and real estate development projects 

involving government and private sector 

partnerships.  

 

Whether the objective is getting a project entitled 

and approved, financed, developed, leased or 

sold, or if the goal is to generate new tax revenues, 

jobs or business opportunities, Kosmont Companies 

ensures success. A diverse and uniquely qualified 

development services team provides the depth and 

expertise required to help clients conceptualize, 

structure and implement projects of all product 

types, sizes and complexities. 

 

From the earliest planning and feasibility stages and 

throughout project development, Kosmont 

Companies effectively guides clients through 

intricate transaction and policy issues to create 

viable economic development strategies, achieve 

redevelopment/revitalization goals, and produce 

real estate projects and public asset management 

solutions.  

 

Kosmont Companies recognizes the powerful social 

and economic benefits of community development 

and redevelopment, and the firm is committed to 

bringing public, private, and non-profit organizations 

together in meaningful real estate transactions that 

help communities flourish. 

Kosmont Companies 

1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., No. 382 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                       

Telephone: 424-297-1070 

Fax: 424-286-4632 

E-mail: kosmont@kosmont.com 

Larry J. Kosmont, CRE®, is the Founder, President and 

CEO of Kosmont Companies. He is also Managing 

Partner of Renaissance Community Fund, which 

invests and develops mixed use, residential and 

commercial projects throughout California. 

 

From 1975 to 1986, Larry served as City Manager, 

Director of Community Development, and 

Redevelopment Director in the cities of Santa 

Monica, Seal Beach, Bell Gardens, and Burbank. 

Larry earned an MPA from the University of Southern 

California (USC), and a BA from the State University of 

New York, Binghamton. 

 

In 1995, Larry conceived of and created the 

Kosmont-Rose Institute  "Cost of Doing Business 

Survey©," which is now recognized as the industry 

standard for comparing city taxes and economic 

incentives. The Survey covers 400 cities in all 50 states, 

and is published annually by California's Claremont-

McKenna College.  

 

Kosmont Companies is a leader in negotiating 

residential, retail, mixed use, hospitality, office and 

industrial projects that have revitalized hundreds of 

communities and neighborhoods. With more than a 

quarter century of advisory services to the public 

sector, Kosmont Companies is the most capable 

consulting firm in California to design and implement 

a sustainable economic development strategy. 

KOSMONT COMPANIES IS AN 

INDUSTRY LEADER IN ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT AND REAL ESTATE 

ADVISORY SERVICES. 

 

Call Kosmont Companies                                    

to discuss potential economic 

development strategies.                  

424-297-1070 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/
mailto:kosmont@kosmont.com?subject=Web%20Inquiry
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Picking Up the Pieces: Yountville 

Town Manager Steven R. Rogers is 

an ICMA Credentialed Manager. 

Steve has served in Yountville since 

October 2007. He currently serves as 

the President of the City Managers’ 

Department of the League of 

California Cities. Steve is a past President of Cal-ICMA 

(2019-2020). Former Fresno City Manager (2017-2021) 

Wilma Quan began her duties as the City Manager in 

the City of Fowler in March 2021. Wilma earned a BS 

in health policy administration from Penn State 

University and an MBA from California State 

University, Fresno. She joined the Fresno city staff in 

January 2009 as an Urban Planning Specialist (2009-

2014); served as Deptuy City Manager (2014-2016); 

and Assistant City Manager (2016-2017); prior to 

being named Fresno City Manager in July 2017. 

Vallejo City Manager Greg Nyhoff has resigned after 

a little more than 3-years in the position. Assistant City 

Manager Anne Cardwell is the Acting City Manager 

while filling the City Manager post is considered. 

Greg has more than 31-years of public service, 

including 23-years as a City Manager in the states of 

Michigan, Colorado and California. He served as City 

Manager in Oxnard and Modesto prior to his Vallejo 

experience starting in January 2018. In October 2018 

he was appointed to serve as a City Manager Trustee 

on the Board of the California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF). Escondido City Manager Jeffrey 

R. Epp retired as the end of June after working for the 

city 36-years. He joined the city as a Legal Intern in 

1965. Jeffrey was appointed Escondido City Attorney 

in 1996, and he became City Manager in July 2017. 

A city proclamation made June 29, 2021 “Jeffrey R. 

Epp Day” in Escondido. Seaside City Manager Craig 

Malin is leaving his post in August to join his family in 

Wisconsin.  He has been hired to serve as the Village 

Administrator in the Wisconsin Village of Poynette.  He 

started as Seaside City Manager in December 2015. 

Prior to coming to California he served 14-years as 

the City Administrator in Davenport, Iowa. Before 

beginning a successful career in the private sector, 

Bruce G. Lawson served as City Manager in Los Altos 

Hills (1973-1974) and Belvedere (1974-1976). Prior to 

those management assignments Bruce served in 

executive positions in Placentia; Corvallis, Oregon; 

and Belmont (1971-1973). Bruce began his public 

service career as an Administrative Intern in Tulare 

(1964) and San Mateo (1965-1966). Bruce earned a 

BA from San Francisco State College, an MPA from 

California State University, Fullerton, and a PhD in 

public administration from Golden Gate University. 

Bruce is the Managing Director Emeritus for Gallagher 

Benefit Services in Phoenix, Arizona. 

 

Don’t forget sunscreen 

while relaxing on the 

beach or by a pool.  
 

Oakdale Chief of Police Scott Heller will retire 

effective August 27, 2021. Scott has served as the 

Chief in Oakdale for the past 5-years. Prior to joining 

the Oakdale department, Scott served 17-years with 

the Modesto Police Department, and as the Police 

Chief in the City of Placerville for 3-years. Following 

the retirement of Laguna Beach City Manager John 

Pietig, Assistant City Manager Shohreh Dupuis was 

promoted to the City Manager position. Former 

Fullerton City Manager Ken Domer has been 

appointed to the Laguna Beach Assistant City 

Manager post. Ken served as the Fullerton City 

Manager from 2017 until last April. He was the 

Assistant City Manager in Huntington Beach (2013-

2017) and Assistant City Administrator in the City of 

Placentia (2008-2013).  Previous to that he was the 

City Manager in Villa Park (2005-2008). Ken earned a 

BA in political science and an MPA from the University 

of Southern Calfornia (USC). Yreka City Manager 

Steve Baker retired at the end of June after more 

than 11-years as the city’s City Manager. Steve has 

worked more than 30-years in city government. Steve 

served as the City Manager in Suisun City from June 

1988 to December 2004; nearly 17-years. Steve 

became the Yreka City Manager in February 2010. 

He earned a BA in political science from the 

University of California, Davis. Turlock is looking for a 

new City Manager. They have had 5-different City 

Manager in the past two years. Human Resources 

Manager Sarah Eddy is the current Interim City 

Manager since the departure of City Manager Gary 

Hampton.  

 

 

 

 

 

www.mmanc.org 

Monica Davis, President, Community Services 

Manager, City of Hayward 

http://www.mmanc.org/
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More Pieces Picked Up: Bellflower 

Assistant to the City Manager 

Randi Stover is the new Deputy City 

Manager in the City of Alhambra. 

Randi joined the Bellflower city staff 

in August 2011 as a Human 

Resources Management Assistant. 

She became a Human Resources 

Analyst in August 2014, and Randi 

was apppointed Assistant to the City Manager in 

April 2016.  She started her new assignment in 

Alhamber in June 2021. Randi earned an AA degree 

from Cerritos College, and a BA and MPA from 

California State University, Long Beach. Jerome 

Keithley had a storied City Manager career. He 

served as City Manager in Stockton (1949-1950); Palo 

Alto (1950-1966); Oakland (1966-1972); and Glendale 

(1972-1978). He served as the President of the City 

Managers Department of the League of California 

Cities in (1968-1969). Jerry also was a Regional Vice 

President on the ICMA Board (1973-1975).  Following 

his retirement he lived in Rancho Mirage. Frank N. 

Mannen retired as the Carlsbad Assistant City 

Manager at the end of December 2004. Frank spent 

28-years working for the City of Carlsbad. He was 63-

years old at the time of his retirement. Frank joined 

the Carlsbad city staff in 1976 after having worked in 

the City of El Cajon. He began his public service 

career as an Administrative Analyst in El Cajon (1969-

1970), and then joined the City of Vista (1970-1971). 

He then returned to El Cajon (1972-1976). Frank 

earned a BPA from San Diego State University. 

Yvonne Kimball is the City Manager in the City of 

Jackson. She previously served as City Manager in 

Bowling Green, Florida (2008-2011) and Town 

Manager in Dewey-Humboldt, Arizona (2012-2017). 

She became the Jackson City Manager in August, 

2017. Jackson produced more than half the gold 

mined in the California Mother Lode. The Argonaut 

and Kennedy mines have shafts that drop more than 

5,000 feet, and are said to be the deepest mines on 

the continent. The city was founded in 1848 and 

named for Colonel Alden Jackson. 

 

A 1980s picture of the 

late Assembly Speaker 

Pro tem                     

Frank Vicencia and his 

wife Lil, with former 

City Manager              

Jack Siimpson and his 

wife Susan Simpson.  

 

 

 

Special group sessions for sports teams, 

police and fire departments or other 

groups may be arranged.                                                    
Raw  Performance Coach William Ha, CSCS, 

earned his BS in Kinesiology from California 

State University, Long Beach.  He is a 

certified    strength and conditioning coach.               
Call: 714-335-4436     

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

www.rawperformancesc.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Gonzalo M. Vazquez and his wife Vickie celebrated 

their 38th wedding anniversary at the Parkestry 

Rooftop Bar in Anaheim. Gonz is a retired Water 

Quality Manager for the City of Cypress. 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 
                                                                                                 

Telephone: 877-314-7080                                                                                                                                      

 

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest associations of its 

kind in the nation, dedicated to the professional 

development of management leaders.                                                                                                 

 

President Tanya Spiegel, Ontario 

Vice President Paolo Kespradit, West Hollywood 

 

http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
https://www.mmasc.org/
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 Still More Pieces Picked Up: San 

Francisco is requiring all 35,000 of its 

employees to be vaccinated against 

COVID-19 or risk losing their jobs. The 

requirement is to promote safety in 

municipal workplaces and among the 

general public. Police officers, fire fighters, building 

inspectors and other city workers come into regular 

contact with community members. Carol Isen, San 

Francisco’s Director of Human Resources said that 

this action is simple and will help protect the public 

and city employees. Employees who do not meet 

the vaccine requirement could lose their jobs. Henry 

G. Hesling was born in December 1942. He began 

serving as the Delano City Manager in January 1987. 

Prior to that he served as the City Manager in 

Patterson (March 1982-December 1986, and City 

Manager in Waterford (December 1978 -September 

1981). Henry left Delano to serve as City Manager in 

Gonzales before retiring in 2003. He was appointed 

and served out a term on the Hughson City Council. 

 

“Proof of Life” Lunches 

“Proof of Life” lunch events are scheduled for 

September.  Rod Wood has scheduled a Northern 

California event on September 14 and the Southern 

California group will meet on September 30. The 

“Proof of Life” lunch on the 30th will be at the 

Northwood’s Inn Restaurant in La Mirada. The north’s 

venue is not yet tied down. Please get in touch with 

Rod Wood for inquires rodjwood@gmail.com      

RSVP’s for the 30th should be made to: 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

 

SHORTS: *Seaside Police Chief Abdul Pridgen is the 

new Chief of Police in the City of San Leandro 

appointed by City Manager Fran Robustelli. 

*Independent Parks and Recreation Professional 

Consultant Randy Davis served as the Parks and 

Recreation Director in the City of American Canyon 

for nearly 11-years (2000-2011), and in the City of 

Dixon prior to that (November 1987-July 2000). 

*Lauren D’Angelo serves as a Recreation Coordinator 

for the City of Fullerton, and previously worked as a 

Program Coordinator for the City of Claremont (2016-

2019). *Oakley Community Development Director 

Joshua McMurray is serving as the Oakley Interim City 

Manager following City Manager Bryan 

Montgomery’s resignation to become the new City 

Manager in the City of Indio.*Linda Hollinsworth, 

Hawaiian Gardens Finance Director, is serving as the 

Interim City Manager since City Manager Ernie 

Hernandez left to take the City Manager position in 

Lynwood. *Retired Rosemead City Manager (1974-

2002) and La Puente Interim City Manager (2008- 

Trackdown continues to 

encourage reunions and 

various group gatherings. 

Believe it or not these 

events help with mental 

health.  

This is terrific Bellflower 

alumnus Theresa Battaglia 

Gutierrez Teney, who 

recently reitred from the 

Lakewood city staff. She has been responsible for 

the past successful  Bellflower city staff reunions.  

 

 

2009) Frank G. Tripepi served as the Senior Vice 

President of Business Development for Willdan Group 

Inc. from May 2011 to March 2018. *Dan Keen served 

as the Vallejo City Manager for nearly 6-years (2012-

2017).*City Manager George Watts left the City of 

Arcadia in May 1992 and later served as the City 

Manager in the City of Indian Wells. *Jennifer Hanson 

worked for Wood Rodger, Inc. in Sacramento as an 

Associate (2005-2014) before going to work for the 

City of Lincoln in May 2014, and she was appointed 

Lincoln City Manager in April 2019. *Retired LAPD and 

former Walnut Mayor and Council Member Tom King 

is a private investigator. *Karen Diemer, Arcata City 

Manager, served as a Recreation Supervisor in the 

City of Eureka from September 1991 until August 

1996. *Jerome Keithley, former City Manager, was 

inducted into the Newport Harbor High School Hall of 

Fame in 2017. *Stanford University graduate Greg 

Larson is set to take the Cupertino Interim City 

Manager post in July as City Manager Deborah Feng 

readies to conclude her tenure. *The City of Fullerton 

incorporated on February 15, 1904. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shannon Yauchzee retired as the CEO for the City of 

Baldwin Park effective December 31, 2020. 
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