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(August 26, 2021) La Mirada Staff Alumni met at 

Hero's Sports Bar & Grill in Fullerton to celebrate City 

of Orange City Manager Rick Otto's retirement. 

From left to right: Steven Mendoza, Santa Ana 

Assistant City Manager; John DiMario, La Puente; 

Dave Kolinski, L. A. Sheriff Retired; Dave Serrano, HR 

Director San Gabriel Valley ROP; George Rodericks, 

Atherton City Manager; Paula Faust, Retired from 

Laguna Beach; RICK OTTO, ORANGE CITY 

MANAGER; Vic Hillstead, Retired from Laguna 

Beach; Jayne Ainsworth Crask; and Mike Harary,  

retired and working with a private company.  

Former La Mirada City Manager Gary Sloan was 

scheduled to attend, but a minor health issue 

prevented his participation. 

 

 

City Executives in Cities                               

in the County of Butte 
 

There are Five (5) incorporated cities in the Butte 

County: Biggs, Chico, Gridley, Oroville, and 

Paradise. This issue acknowledges some of the 

executives currently or who previously served in 

these Butte County cities.   

Butte County cities are in the Sacramento Valley 

Division of the League of California Cities. 

Winters City Council Member Jesse Loren is the 

Division President. League Regional Public 

Affairs Manager Charles Anderson provides 

Division staff assistance. 

 

Some career profiles of city managers and other 

public agency staff members are not available 

online. Some individuals refrain from posting 

their profile, making their information hard to 

find. Please believe we try to present good 

information. We apologize up front to those we 

have overlooked. 
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borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

  

 

 

Trackdown Posse Roster                                                
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager 

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Paul Philips, City Manager, Bell    

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired HdL Companies executive 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Posse Roster:  
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                             

Dave Carmany, West Covina, City Manager                                                                                 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Sam Olivito, Interim Executive Director, ICA 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon                                                                                                                            

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

Lee C. McDougal, Retired Montclair City Manager  

Mark Scott, Lincoln Interim City Manager   

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Jeff Mathieu, Retired Big Bear Lake, City Manager 

Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager                                          

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 
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Jack A. and Susan Simpson 

 
www.trackdownmanagement.net 

 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

 

10 Claret                                                                    

Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 

Telephone: 562-896-5424 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former               

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont,                                  

Larry is a new Member of the 

Pepperdine Graziadio Businness School 

Board                                      

Kosmont Companies serves the needs of cities, 

counties, quasi-governmental agencies, private 

companies, developers and non-profit organizations 

including educational institutions across California.  

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges and solutions. A 

transactional firm that takes a hands-on approach 

to economic development focused on successful 

outcomes.                              

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

 

 

 
https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 

 

Former City Administrator 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849 

          FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations with a 

specialized emphasis on:  Mobile Home Park 

Acquisitions-Program Administration and Oversight 

Agent Services; Mortgage Program Administration 

Services; Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development.                                                                                                             
Wolf & Company Inc. 

560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
http://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 
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 City Executives in Cities                               

in the County of Butte 
  

Butte County is named for the 

Sutter Buttes in neighboring 

Sutter County. Butte County 

incorporated as one of 

California’s original 19 counties 

in February 1850. The county 

seat is the City of Oroville. The original county 

boundaries included present day limits of 

Tehama, Plumas, Colusa and Sutter counties. 

Between November 8-25, 2018 a major wildfire, 

named the Camp Fire, destroyed most of the 

town of Paradise, the adjacent community of 

Concow, and many miles of rural, hilly country 

east of Chico. More than eight people lost their 

lives, and fifty thousand were displaced over the 

150,000 acres that were burned. Nearly twenty 

thousand buildings were destroyed. At the time 

the Camp Fire was California’s most destructive 

and deadliest fire. Trackdown salutes the 

dedicated firefighters who battled that blaze, 

and all wildfires. Andy Pickett is the Chief 

Administrative Officer for Butte County.  
 

http://www.nwfg.com/                                                                                

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment 

banking firm providing underwriting and financial 

advisory services to public agencies, and 

implementation of special tax methodologies. 

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates 

of Participation, and general obligation bond 

financings, tax allocation refunding, revenue and 

expense projections modeling.                                                                     

 

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s                               

President Pam Newcomb. 

 

 

6842 Embarcadero Lane                                                          

Carlsbad, California 92011 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  760-860-0222 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Lydia Munoz of Bellflower City Manager                  

Jeff Stewart’s Office. Lydia is shown at the summit of 

San Gorgonio Peak in the San Gorgonio Wilderness 

area. San Gorgonio Wilderness is within the Sand to 

Snow National Monument in San Bernardino County. 

San Gorgonio Peak reaches 11,502 feet at its 

summit. It is co-managed by the Forest Service and 

the Bureau of Land Management. It is within.  Lydia 

said that if was a perfect day for a climb: “sun, rain 

and even a bear sighting.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rancho Mirage is a city in the County of Riverside. 

The city’s 2019 estimated population is 18,528. It is 

located between the cities of Palm Springs and 

Palm Desert. It is one of nine cities in the Coachella 

Valley. It has been nicknamed “Playground of the 

Presidents” due to the city’s connections with 

Presidents Harry Truman, Dwight D. Eisenhower, and 

Gerald Ford, who was a resident of Rancho Mirage 

for 30-years. Isaiah Hagerman is the Rancho Mirage 

City Manager and Kristie Ramos is City Clerk. 

http://www.nwfg.com/


 

 

 

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management                       Page | 4            

September, 2021                                                                                                Volume No. 14:  Issue No. 15 
                                                        

borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

 

 

Office Box 52152               

Irvine, California 92619 

 

 

 
www.tripepismith.com 

 

 

Claire Torza is a 

member of Team 

Tripepi Smith. She 

earned a BA in 

philosophy, politics 

and economics from 

Claremont McKenna 

College. 

 

 

 

                                                                                          

“Never permit the pressure to 

exceed the pleasure.” 

---Joe Maddon, Los Angeles Angels 

of Anaheim 

 

 

 

City Executives in Cities  

In the County of Butte 
 

Biggs is a City in Butte County, 

California. A post office was 

established at the Biggs Station 

in 1871. The “Station” was 

dropped from the name in 

1884, and the city was 

incorporated in 1903. Biggs is named for Major 

Marion Biggs, who shipped grain by rail from the 

town’s location. Biggs current day motto is: 

“Where the People Own the Water and Power.”  

Mark Sorensen was the owner, General 

Manager of Advanced Communication 

Company (ACC) in Chico, California from 

September 1990 and August 2012. He was a 

member of the Chico Planning Commission from 

January 2009 to December 2010. Mark was 

elected to the Chico City Council in 2010 and 

served on the Council until December 2018. He 

served as the Mayor of Chico from December 

2014 to December 2016. He began serving as 

the City Administrator in the City of Biggs in 

August 2012. He carries the responsibilities for 

multiple positions: Finance Director Utility 

Director Public Works Director and Risk 

Manager. Mark is a Chico High School 

graduate. 

Bob Summerville is the Biggs City Planner. Bob 

served as a Senior Planner in the City of Chico.  

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.icacities.org 

 

The ICA was founded in 1960. It has nearly 40 

member cities in Southern California. The group 

focuses on public safety, education, infrastructure, 

legislative advocacy, intergovernmental relations 

and other intra-city issues. 
 

 

 

http://www.tripepismith.com/
http://www.icacities.org/
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City Executives in Cities  

In the County of Butte 
 

Chico was founded in 1860 by 

John Bidwell, a member of one of 

the first wagon trains to reach 

California in 1843, and he was a 

Brigadier General in the California 

Militia. The California and Oregon 

Railroad arrived in the community in 1870. Chico 

incorporated in January 1872. In 1887 the 

Northern Branch of the State Normal School was 

established. This school became California State 

University, Chico (Chico State). Chico sits on the 

Sacramento Valley floor at the foothills of the 

Cascade Mountain Range to the north and the 

Sierra Nevada range to the east and south. 

Following the 2018 Camp Fire that destroyed 

much of the Town of Paradise nearby, the 

population of Chico swelled as many people 

who lost their homes in the fire moved to nearby 

Chico. The 2019 estimated population of the city 

is 103,301. Mark Orme is the Chico City Manager 

and Deborah R. Presson is the City Clerk. Jennifer 

Macarthy is the Deputy City Manager.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapel on the campus of Pepperdine University in 

Malibu, California; alma mater of Matt Knabe of 

Englander Knabe and Allen (EKA), government 

advocacy and public affairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.usi.com 

USI has developed sophisticated employee  

benefit programs for public entities for more than 

30-years.  USI helps agencies design innovative    

benefit solutions and provide benefit education  

to bargaining units. 

  
For more information contact          

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010 or 

gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                                     

 

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                              

Torrance, CA 90503    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint 

Powers Authority (JPA) with the goal 

of helping communities fund critical 

projects. ICFA has assisted funding more than $500 

million in critical community projects, from hospitals 

to charter schools, municipal utilities and housing. 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                      

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

info@ICFAuthority.org 

 

http://www.usi.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
https://www.icfauthority.org/
mailto:info@ICFAuthority.org
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www.ekapr.com 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists. 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA,                        

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner 

California Contract Cities Association  

https://contractcities.org/                                                    

Telephone: 562-622-5533 

City Executives in Cities  

In the County of Butte 
 

City Manager Mark Orme was hired as the 

Chico Assistant City Manager in April 2013.    He 

became the Chico Interim City Manager in June 

2014 when City Manager Brian Nakamura 

submitted his resignation. Mark was appointed 

City Manager in July 2014. Before joining the 

Chico city staff, Mark served as the Assistant City 

Manager in the City of Hemet (1999-2013). Prior 

to being hired in Hemet, Mark served as a 

Congressional District Representative for 

Congress Member Mary Bono (1998-1999) and 

for Congressman Sonny Bono (1995-1998). Mark 

earned a BA from the University of California, 

Riverside and an MBA from the University of 

Redlands. Mark received a 20-year ICMA 

Service Award in 2019.  

 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 

 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; 
you don't need them often but when you do they had 

better work." 

 
Anthony, Jason and Paul Gonsalves are expert local 

government lobbyists. The firm represents fifty-plus 

cities and is a key player in city legislation. The firm 

works closely with the League of 

California Cities.  

 

Anthony Gonsalves is a longtime 

member of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF) 

Board. 

 

Call the “Gonsalvi” at 

Telephone no. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

925 L Street, Suite 250                                                

Sacramento California 95814  

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
https://contractcities.org/
https://gonsalvi.com/
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City Executives in Cities  

In the County of Butte 
                                                                       

Jennifer Macarthy has been the Chico Deputy 

City Manager since April 2021. Jennifer began 

her public service career working for the Butte 

County staff. She served as Deputy 

Administrative Officer focused on Community 

and Economic Development from February 

2004 to October 2016. After she left the county 

she worked positions in Chico and Oroville, 

including the Director of Career and Technical 

Education, Grants and Regional Projects at 

Butte College. Jennifer returned to Butte County 

again as the Deputy Administrative Officer in 

June 2020. Jennifer earned a BA from Santa 

Clara University. 

 

“Don’t practice till you get it right, 

practice till you can’t get it wrong.”       

–McKayla Maroney 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

  

 

 

                             

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths 

to issues facing local government. Pat can help you, 

whether you are a City Manager looking for ways to 

turn your city around, or a developer needing 

assistance navigating the complexities of the 

political and/or entitlement process.   

Pat was honored with the League of 

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure 

Award for City Managers of Distinction.                                                                                 

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private partnerships.                                 

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former Cypress colleagues Anna Sanchez and 

retired Gonzalo Vazquez. They worked together in 

the Public Works Department. Anna is currently a 

member of the Irvine Public Works Department. 

http://www.patwestllc.com/
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https://synchronicityassociates.com/  
      

SynchroniCITY Associates: Founded upon a simple 

premise: most government related proposals are 

either destined to succeed or fail at the moment 

they are made public. 

 

Governance from smart strategy to effective 

implementation. Expert at policy and advocacy. 

 

Founded by John Russo;  
the only person in California who 

has been a City Council Member, a 

City Attorney, and a City Manager. 

                 
John@synchroniCITYassociates.com 

 

Telephone: 949-435-9737 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://rwglaw.com/ 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                    

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California 

City Management Foundation 

(CCMF).     

                                                                     

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

City Executives in Cities  

In the County of Butte 
 

Gridley developed in the 1850s 

south of the City of Chico starting 

with home ranch of George W. 

Gridley. The Town of Gridley was 

established in 1870 when the Oregon and 

California Railroad was constructed north from 

Marysville. The railroad reached Chico in July 

1870. As a result of an advertising campaign 

promising Gridley to be “The Place Where Crops 

Never Fail,” members of The Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints traveled to Gridley 

from the Rexburg, Idaho area in November 

1906. Others of the church came to Gridley from 

Idaho, Nevada, Utah and other states turning 

the community into a Mormon enclave. Gridley 

incorporated in November 1905. The 2019 

estimated population is 7,246. Cliff Wagner is the 

City Administrator.   

www.cjpia.org 

 

https://synchronicityassociates.com/
mailto:John@synchroniCITYassociates.com
http://rwglaw.com/
http://www.cjpia.org/
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 City Executives in Cities  

In the County of Butte 
 

Cliff Wagner was appointed City Administrator 

for Gridley in May 2021. This is Cliff’s first job with 

a municipal government. He previously worked 

on State legislator’s staffs or as a committee 

consultant. Cliff served in the United State Army 

for more that 28-years. He retired as a Major in 

January 2014. Cliff worked as Chief of Staff in the 

California State Assembly (1995-October 2015). 

He worked as a Principal Consultant in the 

Office of Senate Republican Leader Pat Bates 

from October 2015 and 2021, and 

simultaneously work as an Assembly Consultant 

and a Chief of Staff in the Assembly office of 

Assembly Member Steven S. Choi of Orange 

County. Cliff earned a BA and an MA from 

California State University, Chico.  

Allen Byers Gridley-Biggs Police Chief was 

appointed Interim City Administrator in Gridley 

following City Manager Paul Eckert’s resignation 

in October 2020.  

 

http://www.contractcities.org 

Marcel Rodarte,                    

Executive Director 

                                                                                       California Contract Cities 

Association   

 

Mark Waronek of Lomita is President 

 

Annual Seminar: September 16-19, 2021                                                                                                                
Indian Wells Resort                                                                

Indian Wells, CA 

 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210                                  

Cerritos, California 90703                                              

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

 

Lauren M. Wasserman (1941-2021) 
 

Lauren M. Wasserman passed away on September 1, 

2021. Lauren began his public service/management 

career in 1963 as an Administrative Intern in Long 

Beach, California. He was hired as an Administrative 

Assistant in Lakewood in 1965. In 1968 he became the 

Assistant City Manager in San Dimas, and in 1970 

Lauren was appointed City Administrator in the City 

of Montclair. After 8-years in Montclair, Lauren was 

hired to serve as City Manager in the City of Rancho 

Cucamonga. He served there until 1989. He worked 

as a Project Coordinator in San Bernardino in 1989, 

and he took the job of Director of Planning & Land 

Use in San Diego County that year (1989-1994). 

Lauren was appointed City Manager in Encinitas in 

1994 and retired in 1999. He earned a BA and an MS 

from California State University, Long Beach. He 

received a 35-year ICMA Service Award.  

 

Most days he wore a t-shirt with a bicycle motif, a 

Padres cap and sunglasses. When he removed those 

glasses, he resembled actor Paul Newman. Lauren 

was born in Chicago and moved with his parents to 

Iowa and later to California. He enjoyed tennis and 

cycling, the YMCA Walkers, and his ukulele buddies 

who enjoyed Hawaiian, country and rock'n roll music. 

Lauren is a past Board Member of the Ukulele Society 

of America. Lauren is survived by his wife of 56-years, 

Laurel, his sons, Brian and Scott, his daughters-in-law, 

Sandra and Carmen, and his grandson Nathan. In 

lieu of flowers, Lauren requested contributions be 

made to the Prostate Foundation and blood be 

donated to the San Diego Blood Bank. 

 

------- 

Lauren’s son Scott Wasserman is the Director of Parks 

and Recreation in the City of San Dimas where his 

father worked so many years ago. He wrote in part: 

“Dad passed away on September 1. He thought 

highly of his peers and public management 

professionals. He truly loved his work in local 

government.” Lauren was a participant at the “Proof 

of Life” lunch program. He is already missed by his 

family and many friends. ***  

http://www.contractcities.org/
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www.brandywinedev.com 
 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim L. Barisic founded Brandywine in 

1994. Jim and two of his sons         

Brett Whitehead, and David Barisic                        

direct Brandywine Homes.  

 

Some of the Projects that are selling now are in the 

Cities of San Dimas, Whittier, Anaheim, and Duarte. 

Coming soon are projects in                                   

Norwalk, and Placentia.  

                                                                                       

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

UPTON, Carson, CA 

Now Pre-Selling! 

Another Brandywine Homes 

Development 

 

Other projects coming soon: ARLETTA in Fullerton, 

VILLENA in Placentia & CARSON LANDING in Carson. 

 
Brandywine Homes focuses on helping to revitalize 

established neighborhoods and convert 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

 

 

 

                                                                                       

Special group sessions for sports teams, police and 

fire departments or other groups may be arranged.                                      

 

Raw  Performance Coach 

William Ha, CSCS, earned his BS 

in Kinesiology from California 

State University, Long 

Beach. He is a certified 

strength and conditioning 

coach. Call: 714-335-4436     

                                                                                           

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los 

Alamitos, CA 90720   

www.rawperformancesc.com 

City Executives in Cities  

In the County of Butte 
 

Gridley City Administrator Paul 

Eckert resigned in October 2020. 

Paul served in the United States 

Marine Corps between 1980 and 

1983.  He joined the Foster City 

staff in 1987 as an Administrative 

Assistant. In 1990 Paul was hired in Santa Paula 

as the Assistant to the City Manager. In 1992 he 

became the Director of Administrative Services 

in the Town of Paradise, and in 1995 he took the 

Finance Director position in the City of Morgan 

Hill. Paul left the state in 1997 to become the 

Assistant City Manager in Sioux City, Iowa. In 

2002 he was promoted to serve as the City 

Manager in Sioux City. Paul returned to 

California in 2013 to become the City Manager 

in the City of Mt. Shasta. Paul was appointed to 

the Gridley City Administrator post in July 2017. 

Paul served a short time as the Hollister City 

Manager in 2020. Paul earned a BA and an MPA 

from California State University, East Bay.  

 

 

 

www.chwlaw.us 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to 

counsel that is helpful, understandable, and fairly 

priced.               

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law.               

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020). 

 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700. 

http://www.brandywinedev.com/
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
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 City Executives in Cities  

In the County of Butte 
                                                                                           

Oroville is the county seat of Butte County. 

Oroville is considered the gateway to Lake 

Oroville and the Feather River recreational area. 

The twon was originally named “Ophir City.” It 

was changed to Oroville when the first post 

office opened in 1854. Gold was found at 

Bidwell Bar, one of the first gold mining sites in 

California. It encouraged thousands of 

prospectors to come to the Oroville area. 

Bidwell Bar is now covered by the waters of Lake 

Oroville, which was filled in 1968. Oroville 

incorporated in January 1906. Its 2019 estimated 

population is 20.737.  

Oroville City Administrator Bill LaGrone is the 

City’s former Director of Public Safety/Chief of 

Police. Bill was appointed City Administrator in 

July 2019. Bill took the post from Interim City 

Administrator Tom Lando. When Police Chief Joe 

Deal was removed in March 2021, Bill 

immediately took control of the Police 

Department while a recruitment is conducted. 

Bill was inducted into the Oroville Union High 

School District Hall of Fame. He graduated in 

1987 from Las Plumas High School. Following his 

high school graduation, Bill enrolled in the 

criminal justice and behavior sciences program 

at Yuba Community College.      

Elizabeth “Liz” Ehrenstrom is the City of Oroville 

Human Resource Manager. She joined the city 

staff in August 2000. Liz earned an AA from Butte 

College and a BA from California State 

University, Chico.  

Ruth Wright serves as the Oroville Assistant City 

Administrator and Director of Finance.  

Rick Farley is the Oroville Airport Manager, and 

Jackie Glover is the Assistant City Clerk. Wade 

Atteberry is the Oroville Parks, Streets, Trees, 

Museum, Facilities Supervisor. 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager 

Robert "Bob" Hinderliter,                                                                

HdL expanded and improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City Manager                             

Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s retired                  

Executive Chairman.                      

Andy Nickerson is the President. 

Other members of the HdL team 

include: Paula Cone; Tom Bachman; 

Paula Barr; Vikki Beatley; Rob Braulik; 

Ken Brown; Nichole Cone; Josh Davis; Darlyne 

Demeduk; David McPherson; Matt Eaton; Ajay 

Kolluri; Amy Flanigan; Richard Fletcher; Barry Foster; 

Robert Gray; Joel Hermann; Robin Humphrey; 

Howard Longballa; Ken Nordhoff, Cheryl Murase; 

Luis Nunez; Angela Tsui; Wayne Padilla; Bret Plumlee; 

Robin Sturdivant; David Schey; Tracy Vesely; Susie 

Woodstock and Bobby Young. 

HdL Companies offers diverse services that include: 

allocation audits, economic analysis and program 

software regarding Sales Tax, and Property Tax, and 

Economic Development Services. 

HdL Companies services provide the revenue and 

key economic insights required to effectively lead a 

local government agency. 

Office: 120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided 

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like 

the Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and 

the PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400 

clients address unfunded obligations and lower 

liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS 

is the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                            

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356 or 

kevin@kolgs.com 

 

Under the Coronado Bridge by Mark Ochenduszko 

https://www.markochenduszko.com/ 

City Executives in Cities  

In the County of Butte 
                                                                                                  

In 1877 the first Paradise post office was opened. 

It close in 1911 but was re-established later that 

same year. For many years, the Butte County 

Railroad operated trains along the ridge, serving 

the mines and sawmills in the area. A legend 

persists that the town was named for a local 

saloon called the Pair o’ Dice Saloon. The saloon 

theory has not been proven, and it is more likely 

that the town was named for it being a very 

pleasant place to live. In 2018 the “Camp Fire” 

destroyed much of the Town of Paradise and 

the communities of Concow and Magalia. 

Paradise incorporated in November 1979.  The 

2019 estimated population of the town is 4,476 

down from the 2010 census figure of 26,218. 

Kevin Phillips is the Town Manager, appointed in 

July 2020. He replaced Town Manager Lauren 

Gill who served in that position for 7-years.  

 

 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue. 

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Avenu has California Offices in El Dorado Hills, 

Fresno, Pleasanton, Sacramento and Westlake 

Village.                                                                         

 

Fran Mancia may be reached at    

559-288-7296. Fran is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).  

 

 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
https://www.markochenduszko.com/
https://www.avenuinsights.com/
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 City Executives in Cities  

In the County of Butte 
 

Kevin Phillips came to the 

Town of Paradise after serving 

as the District Manager of the 

Paradise Irrigation District. 

Prior to becoming the District 

Manager, Kevin was the Chief 

Financial Officer for 10-years. Kevin began 

serving as the Town Manager in August 2020. He 

replaced Town Manager Lauren Gill, who retired 

in September 2020 after working for the Town 35-

years; seven of those years as Town Manager. 

Kevin earned a BS in accounting and finance 

from California State Polytechnic University, San 

Luis Obispo.  *** 

 

Picking Up the Pieces: Former Paso 

Robles Chief of Police Ty Lewis has 

begun serving as the Paso Robles 

City Manager. His 25-year public 

service career has included working 

for three different California 

municipal police departments. He 

joined the Porterville Police 

Department in 1996 and moved to 

the Bakersfield Police Deapartment in 2000.  He then 

came to Paso Robles as a Commander in its police 

department in 2002. Pleasanton City Manager 

Nelson Fialho is retiring after Thanksgiving this year 

(2021). Nelson began his public management career 

as a Management Intern in Hayward in 1989. He 

worked as a Management Aide in San Dimas (1991-

1993) and then went to the City of Campbell as a 

Senior Management Analyst in 1993. Nelson joined 

the Pleasant city staff as the Assistant to the City 

Manager in 1997. He was named the Director of 

Human Resources in 1999 and he became the 

Deputy City Manager in 2001. Nelson was appointed 

City Manager in 2004. He earned a BA and MPA from 

California State University, East Bay.  He also 

completed the program a the Senior Executive 

Program at the Kennedy School at Harvard 

University. In 2019 Nelson received a 30-years ICMA 

Service Award. Westminster City Clerk Christine 

Cordon is filling in as Acting City Manager  behind the 

retirement of City Manager Marwan Youssef. This 

technically makes Christine the very first Vietnamese 

American City Manager in Westminster. It is 

estimated that 37,000 Vietnamese Americans live in  

 

 

Retired City of Norwalk 

City Manager 

Ernie Garcia, and 

two of his grandchildren  

at the San Clemente Pier. 

 

 

 

 

Westminster. Marwan is officially retiring September 

13 and 32-years with the city. Marwan previously 

served as the Director of Public Works. Fullerton 

Deputy City Manager Antonia Castro-Graham is the 

Chief Operating Officer of the Orange County Power 

Authority (OCPA). Antonia is a former Assistant to the 

City Manager in Huntington Beach. Huntington 

Beach, Irvine, Futllerton and Buena Park joined 

together in November 2020 to form OCPA. This 

electricity service option would go online next spring 

for municipal, commercial and industrial uses, with 

residential service set to launch in October 2022. 

Willows Interim City Manager Marti Brown, who is a 

former City Council Member in the City of Vallejo, has 

confirmed that she has not interest in the Vallejo 

Interim City Manager position. With Interim City 

Manager Anne Cardwell leaving the city, Vallejo is 

looking for a new person for the position. It is 

speculated that Marti may be interested in the 

permanent Vallejo City Manager position. Marti is a 

former City Manager in Marysville (January 2018-July 

2020). Former Los Banos City Manager Alex Terrazas 

is the Interim City Manager in the City of Ceres. He 

took over for City Manager Tom Westbrook who 

ended his 20-years of working for Ceres. Alex brings 

27-years of municipal government experience to the 

position. He served 15-years as the Assistant Town 

Manager in the Town of Truckee. Prior to Truckee, 

Alex worked for Mountain View and held a position 

with the League of California Cities. Tom resigned 

after serving as Ceres City Manager for 16-months so 

that he could accept the Community Development 

Director position in his hometown, Red Bluff. Casey 

Hatcher joined the Butte County staff 

in July 2011 as a Manager in Program 

Development. Since May 2014 Casey 

has served as a Principal 

Management Analyst. She earned a 

BA from Califonria State University, 

Chico. In 2019 Casey was named by 

State Senator  Jim Nielsen as Woman of the Year in 

the Fourth Senate District. Her role in helping during 

the Oroville Dam spillway crisis and the 2018 Camp 

Fire recovery were cited.  
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https://synchronicityassociates.com/ 

Telephone: 949-435-9737  
John@synchroniCITYassociates.com 

 

SynchroniCITY Associates was founded 

upon a simple premise:  most government 

related proposals are either destined to 

succeed or fail at the moment they are 

made public.  

 
 

We have a demonstrated track record of 

moving difficult and long controversial 

local issues from stalemate to checkmate. 

This is because our founder, John Russo, is 

the only person in the state of California 

who has been a City Councilmember, a 

City Attorney, and a City Manager. As a 

result, Synchronicity Associates can spot 

the connections among the political, the 

economic, the legal, and the bureaucratic 

dimensions of any policy proposal early in 

the process.  Understanding those 

connections is essential to the creation of 

winning strategies, persuasive advocacy, 

and incisive tactics. 

 

 
“A Warrior for Local Democracy How one Man 

Rocked the League,” Western City, July 2007 

 
Founder John Russo graduated with honors from 

Yale University earning a B.A. in Economics and 

Political Science, and he received his J.D. from New 

York University School of Law. He is a member of the 

State Bars of California and Missouri. 

 

John Russo, SynchroniCITY Founder 

 
Local government agencies and the 

businesses who have to work with those 

agencies can retain excellent professional 

assistance in many fields—for example, 

financial projections, law, facilitation, political 

strategy, public relations experience, polling, 

and policy development, among 

others.  These disciplines, however, do not 

stand alone: they interact dynamically over 

time to indicate different strategic 

approaches.  Creating a strategy for real 

policy success requires framing a politically 

adept proposal, with widespread stakeholder 

support and strong messaging early in the 

process. The strategy must account for how the 

proposal will work its way through the 

bureaucracy.  

 

Finally, thought must be given to what the 

nature of policy implementation will be within 

an existing organization.  In simple terms:  it’s 

not enough to pass a policy, you have to get 

the bureaucracy to accommodate that 

policy, you have to be sure the policy is legally 

sound, and you have to have the foresight to 

see how the policy will be implemented 

effectively to achieve its stated purpose.  To be 

successful all these considerations—which 

manifest themselves at different times— must 

be identified and integrated into a flexible and 

focused strategy at the outset.  Synchronicity 

Associates has the experience and the track 

record to assist your organization in navigating 

all of the roadblocks and getting you to 

success. 

 

https://synchronicityassociates.com/
mailto:John@synchroniCITYassociates.com
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“Proof of Life” Lunch is still on for September 30 at 

the Northwood’s Inn Restaurant in La Mirada at 

noon 

More Pieces Picked Up: Steve McClary 

is the Interim City Manager in the City 

of Malibu succeeding City Manager 

Reva Feldman. Steve worked as the 

Administrative Services Manager and 

Deputy City Clerk in the City of 

Fillmore, where he joined the city staff 

in April 1997. He came to the City of Ojai in March 

2009 as the Assistant to the City Manager. He 

became Deputy City Manager in 2013. Steve was 

appointed Interim City Manager in March 2016, and 

in September of that year Steve became the Ojai 

City Manager. He served in that position until 2019. 

Steve earned a BS in communications and public 

relations from Pacific Lutheran University. Former 

Anaheim City Manager Chris Zapata, 61, has been 

serving as the Sausalito City Manager since June. 

Chris served as the Anaheim city Manager from 

August 2018 until April 2020. Prior to addressing the 

big city issues of Anaheim, Chris was the City 

Manager in San Leandro (2012-2018), and also in 

National City (2004-2012). Chris succeeded Interim 

City Manager Marcia Raines, who is a past President 

of the City Managers’ Department of the League of 

California Cities, and a longtime member of the 

Board of the California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF). Chris earned a BA from Northern 

Arizona University. In 2016 Chris received a 25-year 

ICMA Service Award. Randy Groom, Visalia City 

Manager and a Visalia city employee for more than 

20-years, attended his final City Council meeting as 

City Manager last month. Randy has served as the 

Visalia City Manager since 2017. He announced his 

retirement earlier this year. Randy joined the city staff 

in 1985 as a crime analyst with the Visalia Police 

Department. Assistant City Manager Leslie Caviglia is 

the first female to serve as City Manager in Visalia as 

she replaced the retired Randy Groom. Joe Irvin is 

the City Manager for the City of South Lake Tahoe. 

He joined the City as City Manager in May 2020. Prior 

to that he worked as the Assistant City Manager in 

the City of Healdsburg (August 2018 - April 2020). Joe 

worked for Sequim, Washington and Marco Island 

Florida before his Healdsburg service. Joe earned a 

BS from California State University, Channel Islands, 

and an MPA from the Evergreen State College. He 

also completed the Senior Executive Institute for 

Leadership ICMA at the University of Virginia. Joe says 

he enjoys a good game of cribbage.  

 

 

 

Laurel Wasserman and her late husband of 56-years, 

retired City Manager Lauren Wasserman. Lauren 

passed away on September 1. Trackdown 

condolences to his family and many friends. 

Kevin Chun is the City Manager in the 

City of Lawndale. He began his 

Lawndale tenure in December 2019 after 

serving as the Paramount Assistant City 

Manager from October 2015, and 

Director of Administrative Services in La Cañada 

Flintridge between April 2007 and October 2015. 

Kevin began his public service career as an 

Administrative Intern in the City of Irvine in 1988. After 

working as an Irvine Associate Transportation Analyst 

(1990-1994), Kevin worked as a Committee 

Consultant for the California State Assembly and as 

an Intern at The White House in 1995. Kevin then 

worked as a Management Analyst in Culver City and 

then went back to Irvine in 1998 as a Senior Planner 

& Management Analyst. Kevin that joined the 

Bellflower city staff in August 2000 as the Assistant to 

the City Manager.  When he left Bellflower for La 

Cañada Flintridge he was serving as the Bellflower 

Deputy City Manager. Kevin earned a BA from the 

University of California, Irvine and an MPA from the 

University of Southern California (USC). After 

succeeding City Manager Ray Sliver in 2009, 

Westminster City Manager Donald D. Lamm, though 

well-thought of,  resigned his position in December 

2010 to spend more time with his family. Prior to 

joining the Westminster city staff, Don served as the 

Economic Development Director in Costa Mesa for 

23-years. Don worked for the Cities of Artesia, Cypress 

and Tustin before his long stint in Costa Mesa. He 

began his career working for the late-Artesia City 

Manager M.D. “Mac” McKeown. Don is currently a 

Managing Principal at Diamond Star Associates, Inc. 

in Newport Beach.  
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: Christopher 

Jordan is the Director of Strategic 

Planning and Innovation for the City of 

Elk Grove. He joined the Elk Grove city 

staff in August 2015 as Assistant to the 

City Manager. He was appointed to his current 

position in July 2018. He worked for a private planning 

consulting firm starting as an Assistant Planner in June 

2004. Christopher earned a BS in city and urban 

community and regional planning from California 

State Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo. City 

employees in Los Angeles and Long Beach who are 

not vaccinated against the coronavirus will be 

required to get tested each week. This follows the 

State mandate for millions of State employees and 

health care workers. Long Beach Mayor Robert 

Garcia wrote, “The standard for those who serve the 

public must follow the best science available.” 

 

SHORTS: *Retired West Hollywood City Manager Paul 

Arevalo has joined Raymond James as managing 

director of the firm’s Pasadena office to strengthen 

the firms’ public finance business in the State of 

California. *Butte County CAO Andy Pickett earned 

an MPA from the University of San Francisco; a BA 

from Sonoma State University; and an AA from Santa 

Rosa Junior College. *Raylette Felton is the City of 

Lawndale Assistant to the City Manager and Human 

Resources Director. *Retired Vista City Manager Rita 

Geldert, a longtime President of CCMF, and her 

husband Dale Geldert are back on the road in their 

motorhome. *Shelley Banks-Robinson is the Director 

of Human Resources for the City of Sacramento. *Elk 

Grove Deputy City Manager Kara Reddig has 

worked for the city for more than 19-years starting in 

August, 2002, and she earned an MPA from Arizona 

State University. *Before joining the City of Malibu as 

Assistant City Manager, Lisa Soghor served as a 

Deputy Executive Officer and Chief of Developed 

Resources for the Mountains Recreati    on and 

Conservation Authority (MRCA) starting in 1995. 

*Mark S. Krause is the General Manager of the Desert 

Water Agency which was founded as a groundwater 

management agency in the western Coachella 

Valley in 1961. *Following the retirement of 

Recreation and Parks Director Dianne Hoover, Rick 

Anthony was appointed Bakersfied Recreation and 

Parks Director in March, 2021. *Lauren Lai, CPA, is the 

Finance Director in the City of Milpitas, and she 

previously worked for Monterey, Marina and 

Capitola. *Eastvale Finance Director Amanda Wells 

previously worked for the City of Rialto for 14-years 

before joining Eastvale as an Accounting Manager. 

*Past President of the City Managers’ Department of 

the League of California Cities, Ray Silver is a former  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julie Knabe, Jack Simpson and former Los Angeles 

County Supervisor Don Knabe.  

 

City Manager for the Cities of Huntington Beach, 

Coronado, Westminster and Upland. *Lindsay City 

Manager Joe Tanner began his public service career 

in 2005 as an Economic Development Intern in the 

City of San Ramon. *Condolences to the family and 

friends of Auto racing broadcaster Bob Jenkins who 

passed away last month at the age of 74 (1947-2021). 

*Butte County Assistant Chief Administrative Office 

and Human Resources Director Brian Ring earned a 

BA and MBA from Califonria State University, Chico. 

 

Note from a Reader:  

Hi. Thanks for sharing the photo of Ellen Ward.  We 

did laugh a lot.  Great memories.  WOTA                    

--Wes Wolf 

Times Change Rapidly. Here is a list of City Managers listed in the               

2018 California Roster for Cities with names that begin with the 

letter “B” 

Bakersfield, Alan Tandy 

Baldwin Park, Shannon Yauchzee 

Banning, Michael Rock 

Barstow, Charles C. Mitchell 

Beaumont, Todd Parton 

Bell, Howard Brown 

Bell Gardens, Philip Wagner 

Bellflower, Michael J. Egan 

Belmont, Greg Scoles 

Belvedere, Craig Middleton 

Benecia, Jim Lydon 

Berkeley, Dee Williams-Ridley 

Beverly Hills, Mahdi Alzuri 

Big Bear Lake, Jeff Mathieu 

Biggs, Mark Sorensen 

Bishop, Jim Tatum 

Blue Lake, Amanda Mager 

Blythe, Peter Cosentini 

Bradbury, Bruce Inman (Interim) 

Brawley, Rosanna Bayon Moore 

Brea, Bill Gallardo 

Brentwood, Gustavo “Gus” Vina 

Brisbane, Clayton Holstine 

Buellton, Marc Bierdzinski 

Buena Park, Jim Vanderpool 

Burbank, Ron Davis 

Burlingame, Lisa K. Goldman 


