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A Look at the City Manager
History in the City of Davis

Davis was incorporated on March 28, 1917, after
a fire devastated the town, spotlighting the
need for municipal services, especially fire
service. Prior fo 1907 the community was known
as “Davisville.” The 2019 estimated population of
Davisis 69,413. The on-campus population of the
University of California, Davis which had more
than 9,400 students and family members in 2016,
is not included in the cities population. As of
2019, there were 38,369 students enrolled at the
university. From its inceptfion as a farming
community, Davis has become known for its
confributions to agricultural policy, including
veterinary care and animal husbandry.

This is a revisit to Davis. The first presentation was
the October 2016 issue. We discovered a list of
13-city managers who served the City of Davis.
Some of their career profiles are unavailable or
very hard to find. Please believe we try to

The 26-foot tall “Forever Marilyn” stainless steel and
aluminum sculpture of the movie icon in her famous
“Seven Year ltch” pose by artist Seward Johnson
was first in Palm Spring from 2012 to 2014, and now is

back at the entrance to the Palm Spring Art present gqod information. Our apologies to
Museum for at least the next 3-years. those we miss.
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Trackdown Posse Roster
Executive Level Posse Roster:

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco
Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager
Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont
Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager
Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager
Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA
Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son
Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Cofounder
John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento
Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Garden

Posse Roster:

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager

Dave Carmany, West Covina, City Manager

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia

Sam Olivito, Interim Executive Director, ICA

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon
Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager

Ray Hairris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM
Lee C. McDougal, Retired Montclair City Manager

Mark Scott, Lincoln Interim City Manager

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager

Jeff Mathieu, Retired Big Bear Lake, City Manager

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village
Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies
Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach

Cynthia Kuriz, Retired City Manager, Pasadena

Ron Molendyk, Refired City Manager Lake Elsinore
Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View

Real Estate kosmont .,

Finance/Economics
Development
A Entitlements
kosmon

companies

http://www.kosmont.com/

Founded in 1986 by former
City Manager Larry J. Kosmont,

Larry is a Member of the Pepperdine
Graziadio Business School Board

Kosmont Companies serves the needs
of cities, counties, quasi-governmental agencies,
private companies, developers and non-profit
organizations including educational institutions
across California.

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of
evolving frends, challenges and solutions. A
fransactional firm that takes a hands-on approach
tfo economic development focused on successful
outcomes.

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382,
Manhattan Beach, California 20266
Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632

City Manager Newsletter
by Trackdown Management

Jack A. and Susan Simpson

www.trackdownmanagement.net

jack@trackdownmanagement.net

10 Claret
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Telephone: 562-896-5424

Presley Simpson Guarino
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https://www.wolfhousing.com/

Former City Administrator
Wesley Wolf, Founder
Cell No. 949-235-0525

Telephone: 909-345-849
FAX: 213-741-0519

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides
municipal consulting services, to State and local
government, and noft for profit corporations.

Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis
on: Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program
Administration and Oversight Agent Services;

Mortgage Program Administration Services;
Mortgage Insurance Product
Research/Development.

Wolf & Company Inc.
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16
Pomona, California 91767

A Look at the City Manager
History in the City of Davis

Michael Webb has served as the City of Davis
City Manager since December 2017. He
previously served as the Davis Director of
Community Development & Sustainability (2013-
2016). He also served concurrently as the
Assistant City Manager (2014-2016). During his
more than 20-year tenure with the City of Davis,
he has worked in economic development, land
use planning, permitting, organizational and
policy development, and climate change and
sustainability.  Michael earmmed a BS in
environmental policy analysis and planning from
the University of California, Davis and an MPA
from the University of Southern California (USC).

WWW.USi.com

USI has developed sophisticated employee
benefit programs for public entities for more than
30-years. USI helps agencies design innovative
benefit solutions and provide benefit education

to bargaining units.

For more information contact
Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010 or
gary.delaney@usi.com

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager
Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
USI Insurance Services

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380
Torrance, CA 90503

HRWG

LAW

RICHARDS WATSON GERSHON

http://rwglaw.com/

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal
profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking
reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to
the unique needs of public entities.

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the
Central Coast. The RWG tfeam of experts provides
the full scope of public law services.

Practical advice and well-analyzed solutions come
from listening carefully and asking the right
questions.

Roxanne Diaz is a member of the
Board of Trustees of the California
City Management Foundation

(CCMEF).

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484
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A Look at the City Manager
History in the City of Davis

As a young man Dirk Brazil worked on the Davis
Public Works curb painting maintenance crew.
He then began his public sector working career
as a staffer for the State Legislature for various
legislators and the Speaker of the State
Assembly. He also worked in the Office of the
State Controller, and the Lieutenant Governor.
He was the Chief Deputy of Fish and Game for
Governor Gray Davis, and he also worked for
two years as the Chief Deputy of Fish and
Wildlife in the State of Washington. He was the
Assistant County Administrator for Yolo County
for 8-years. Dirk replaced City Manager Steve
Pinkerton who left to take a job in Nevada,
Gene Rogers served as Interim City Manager
when Steve left until Dirk took the position. He
served as the Davis City Manager for three years
prior to becoming Interim City Manager in South
Lake Tahoe. Dirk earned a BA in polifical science
from the University of California, Davis and an
MA in public policy from Claremont Graduate
School at Claremont University. He also
graduated from the Executive Management
Program at the University of Washington, and he
was a Coro Foundation Fellow. Dirk said that
Tom Hoeber, publisher of The California Journal,
was a big influence on his career. He loves to
cook, and sad that he would be a Chef in his
next life.

i MMASC

MUNICIPAL MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

https://www.mmasc.org/

President Tany Spiegel, Ontario
Vice President Paolo Kespradit, West Hollywood
Secretary Dominique Samario, Menifee

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest associations
of ifs kind in the nation.

PUBLIC
AGENCY
RETIREMENT
SERVICES

TRUSTED SOLUTIONS. LASTING RESULTS.

http://www.pars.org/

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided
retirement plan and trust solutions designed
exclusively for public agencies. With programs like
the Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and
the PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400
clients address unfunded obligations and lower
liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-
kind program designed to provide local control over
assets and potential for greater return than the
general fund. With innovative retirement solutions
tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS
is the largest private provider of multiple-employer
Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS
team has provided retirement services designed
specifically for each public agency's unique needs
aiming fo provide superior employee benefits while
improving management effectiveness, reducing
costs, and simplifying administration.

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide
agencies guiding through the process to achieve
bottom-line results; and redefine goals and
objectives.

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President
800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org
Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356 or
kevin@kolgs.com

Kevin O'Rourke, Rachael Sanders and Mitch Barker
of the PERS professional team.
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Joe A. Gonsalves & Son
Anthony D. Gonsalves
dJason A, Gonsalves
Paul A. Gonsalves
"\ | PROFESSIONAL LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATION

M"r §|[| SISLST. SUTE250: SACRAMENTO, CAS5814-5768
96 410887 FAX 916 418061

Enail: gorsbvesigsasa. con

https://gonsalvi.com/

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes;
you don't need them often but when you do they had
better work."

Anthony Gonsalves, Jason Gonsalves and
Paul Gonsalves are experts in local government
issues, which translates to their professional lobby
service. The firm represents fifty-plus cities and is a
key player in city legislation. The firm works closely
with the League of California Cities.

Anthony Gonsalves is a longfime
member of the California City
Management Foundation (CCMF)
Board.

“Preparation, cooperation and respectful presentation
are af the heart of the Professional Services of the
Joe A. Gonsalves & Son firm.”

--Jack A. Simpson, Former Client City Manager

Telephone No. 916-441-0597
FAX: 916-441-5061
925 L Streeft, Suite 250

Sacramento California 95814

A Look at the City Manager
History in the City of Davis

Steve Pinkerton is currently the
General Manager of the Mountain
House Community Services District
(August 2019-Present). Steve left
the Davis City Manager position in
April 2014 to become the General
Manager of the Incline Village
General Improvement District. He served as the
Davis City Manager from September 2011 to
April 2014. Steve previously served as City
Manager in the City of Manteca (June 2008-
September 2011), and Redevelopment Director
in the City of Stockton for fourteen years (1994-
2008). He served as the Redevelopment
Administrator in the City of Long Beach (July
1991-October 1994) and served as an Economic
Development Associate for the City of Redondo
Beach (April 1984-July 1991). Steve earned a BA
from the University of Missouri, Columbia, and an
MA in economics and a Master’s in planning
and urban planning from the University of
Southern California (USC).

L N

mmanc

Municipal Management Association
of Northern California

Inspiring local Government leaders since 1950

www.mmanc.org

Monica Davis, President, Community Services
Manager, City of Hayward

Melvin Gaines, Treasurer, City of Mountain View

Elizabeth Dallman, Vice President, San Mateo Cnty.

AV ENWU

INSIGHTS & ANALYTICS

https://www.avenuinsights.com/

There's never a good time for operational
downtime, or a good fime to fall short on revenue.
For governments to serve their communities, they
need solutions they can depend on, run by partners
who understand how the public sector works.

That's why thousands of State and local
government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the
name is new, the company roots serving
government officials go back nearly 100-years.

Avenu has California Offices in El Dorado Hills,
Fresno, Pleasanton, Sacramento and
Westlake Village.

—

Fran Mancia may be reached at
559-288-7296. Fran is a member of the
Board of Trustees of the California City
Management Foundation (CCMF).
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A Look at the City Manager
History in the City of Davis

Paul Navazio served as a Davis
Interim City Manager following
City Manager Bill Emlen’s tenure.
He was a Budget Manager in the
City of Oakland (1992-1998) and
the City of Berkeley (1998-2004).
Paul came to work for the City of
Davis in 2004 as the Finance Director. In 2008
Paul was appointed to the Davis Assistant City
Manager post, and he left the city in 2012 to
become the City Manager in the City of
Woodland, where he served from 2012 to 2020.
He retired in March 2020. Paul went on to serve
as the General Manager of the Incline Villoge
General Improvement District. Paul earned a BA
in accounting from the University of Rochester,
New York and a Master’s degree in finance and
public policy from the University of California,
Davis.

Keith Pohlman (1946 — 2021)

Keith Pohlman, retired Pool Manager for the City of
Bellflower, passed away on May 16, 2021. Keith lived
in the City of Chino, California. Keith passed away
unexpectedly, apparently peacefully in his sleep.
Keith was the public pool manager at Thompson Park
in Bellflower. He also provided valuable photography
services to the city, taking many pictures at city
events through the years. Keith was 75-years old af
his passing. He is survived by his wife Carrie. They lost
daughter Elizabeth Anne Pohiman in 2018 (July 20,
1977-March 10, 2018). She passed away at age 40
following a traffic accident in Parshall, North Dakota.

SynchroniCIT

ASsociates

https://synchronicityassociates.com/

SynchroniCITY Associates: Founded upon a simple
premise: most government related proposals are
either destined to succeed or fail at the moment

they are made public.

Governance from smart strategy to effective
implementation. Expert at policy and advocacy.

Founded by John Russo;
the only person in California who has
been a City Council Member, a City
Attorney, and a City Manager.

John@synchroniCITYassociates.com

Telephone: 949-435-9737

William “Bill” F. Emlen, currently the Assistant
County Administrator in Solano County, hired as
the County's Director of Resource Management
in 2010 by County Administrator Michael D.
Johnson, served as the Davis City Manager from
mid-April 2006 until September 2010. Bill began
his public service career in 1984 as an Associate
Planner with the City of Santa Cruz. In 1988 Bill
joined the Palmdale city staff as Principal
Planner, and after 10-years there he moved to
Northern California to be the Planning Director
for the City of American Canyon. In 1997 he
joined the City of Davis staff as the Planning
Director. He was promoted to Community
Development Directorin 1998 and then Assistant
City Manager. He became the Davis City
Manager in February 2006. Bill earned a BA in
urban planning and geography from California
State University, Northridge.

“Live each and every day as if it were your last —
because one day you'll be right.”

“If you're too busy to help the people around you
succeed, you're too busy.” -Bob Moawad
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(626) 536-2173 TripepiSmith.com

Post Office Box 52152
Irvine, California 92619
www.tripepismith.com

Award winning writer
Katherine Giriffiths,
Director,

Joined the Team in
November 2016.

She earned a BA in English —
Writing from Denison
University

A Look at the City Manager
History in the City of Davis

Jim Antonen left the Davis City
Manager’s office in late January
2006. After serving in Vietham
with the United States Navy, Jim
became a Legislative Assistant
in Washington D.C. (1971-1974)
and then worked as an Assistant
Training Coordinator for the
State of South Dakota (1975-1979). In 1980 Jim
became the City Administrator for the City of
Sartell, Minnesota (1980-1983). Jim then served
as the City Manager in Vermillion South Dakota
(1983-1989), and Moorhead, Minnesota (1989-
2001), where he worked for a dozen years
before coming to California. Jim was the City
Manager for the City of Davis from 2001 to 2006
and developed a fine reputation among his City
Manager peers in California. After leaving the
City in 2006, Jim went to work for the executive
recruitment firm Bob Murray & Association in
Sacramento (2006-2008). Jm went back to
Minnesota to serve as the City Manager in
Maplewood until becoming a “Pensioner”; a
Retired City Manager in June 2013. Jim earned
a BA from Dakota State University, and an MA in
public administration from the University of South
Dakota. He also studied public administration at
American University.

Jeanie Hippler served as Interim City Manager in
Davis following the end of the tenure of City
Manager John Meyer.

Former City Administrator
and Founder of Wolf &
Company, Wesley Wolf;
Jennifer Quan, Executive
Director of the Los Angeles

= County Division of the
League of California Cities; and Willdan Senior Vice
President Frank G. Tripepi, a retired City Manager.
[Originally posted in the Special June 2014 issue of the City
Manager Newsletter by Trackdown.]

Senior Vice President
Willdan Engineering

Longtime City Engineer in
Paramount and other cities.
Earned a BS in civil engineering
§ from California State University,
" Long Beach. Billis also

recognized as a National
Champion boat racer in K-boats; blown engine,
flatbottom sprint boats.
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A Look at the City Manager
History in the City of Davis

John A. Meyer served as the Davis City Manager
for a decade from 1990 to 2000. John got his
career moving in October 1980 when he joined
a consultant firm. He worked on the private
sector side until May 1985 when he was hired as
a Special Assistant Management Intern for the
City of Oakland. In March 1987 John signed on
with the City of Davis as the Assistant to the City
Manager, and he was promoted in July 1988 to
Deputy City Manager. He left Davis for a short
time from 1989-1990 to work with an executive
recruiter, and in October 1990 he returned to the
City when he was hired to serve as the Davis City
Manager. In 2000 John jumped ship to work as
the University of California, Davis Vice
Chancellor for Administrative and Resource
Management. He retired from that position in
2014 after 14-years. John earned a BA from the
University of California, Davis and an MPA from
the University of Southern California (USC).

Following retirement, John took several pro
bono consulting assignments including a
management review of the City of Davis, an
external review of UC Berkeley's Real Estate
Division, and an organizational assessment of
the U.S. Bicycling Hall of Fome. He served as
President of the UC Davis Refirees’ Association
from 2017-19, during which time he was the
group’s representative to CUCRA. He was a
member of UC's Retiree Health Benefits Design
Work Group and Chaired the UC Health Benefits
Advisory Committee. He is also a member of the
Healthy Davis Together Advisory Committee
designed to assist in opening the campus during
the recent exireme health crisis through
partnership with its host community. Having
retired his running shoes and marathoning days,
John continues to enjoy hiking, back packing
and cycling.

QOVEERWENT ADVOCACY
& PUBLIC AFFAIRS

www.ekapr.com

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading
stfrategic communications and public affairs firms in
Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe,
Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnelll Adam
Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on
providing a unique and strategic perspective on a
wide variety of issues.

EKA provides services in the areas of government
affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis
management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of
professional litigation communication and expert
witness services lead by our team of strategists,
lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists.
Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined
experience and a mulfitude of relatfionships within
the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities
within Los Angeles County.

T To contact EKA,
please call (213) 741-1500

or email matt@ekapr.com

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner

CALIFORNIA CONTRACT
CITIES ASSOCIATION

Marcel Rodarte, Executive Director

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210
Cerritos, California 90703
Telephone No. 562-622-5533
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A Look at the City Manager
AN N Dbt AT i History in the City of Davis

' FINANCIAL GROUP .
” Securities offered through Stinson Securities, LLC Roberi A. TI'QVGI'SO, born In FeerOr\/ ]940, begOn

his public service career in June 1968 as an
Administrative Intern in the City of Santa Clara.

http://www.nwfg.com/

A Woman-Owned Firm: offiliate of an investment Bob joined the city staff in Davis in April 1969 as
banking firm providing underwriting and financial the Assistant City Manager. He was promoted to
advisory services to public agencies, and City Manager in April 1989 and left that position
implementation of special tax methodologies. in 1990. Bob earned an AA from Stockton

College, a BA from San Francisco State College,

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates . .
P i < and an MPA from San Jose State University.

of Participation, and general obligation bond
financings, tax allocation refunding, revenue and
expense projections modeling.

—

BRANDYWINE

HOMES

www.brandywinedev.com

Beth Fawcett and the firm'’s
President Pam Newcomb.

6842 Embarcadero Lane
Carlsbad, California 92011
Cadall the firm's professionals at: 858-232-8963

Former Artesia City Manager
Jim L. Barisic founded Brandywine in
1994. Jim and two of his sons
Brett Whitehead, and David Barisic
direct Brandywine Homes.

Some of the Projects that are selling now are in the

COLANTUONO Cities of San Dimas, Whittier, Anaheim, and Duarte.
: Coming soon are projectsin
HIGHSMITH Norwalk, and Placentia.

WHATLEY,PC

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400

UPTON, Carson, CA

, Now Pre-Selling!

. Another Brandywine Homes
Development

www.chwlaw.us

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to
counsel that is helpful, understandable, and fairly

priced.
CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley Brandywine Homes focuses on helping fo revitalize
in the Sierra Foothills, established neighborhoods and convert

underutilized space info needed housing.
CH&W represents both public and private clients
throughout California in municipal law. Brandywine Homes Corporate Office
Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California
currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley.

Two of the firm's attorneys were named California
Lawyers of the Year (2020). “A hero is an ordinary individual who finds the

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700; strength fo persevere and endure in spite of
916-400-0370; 858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. overwhelming obstacles.” --Christopher Reeve
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At the October Cypress Community Festival concert,
three former Bellflower/Cypress colleagues greeted each
other: Cypress Mayor Pro Tem Paulo M. Morales, retired
Cypress public works executive Gonzalo Vazquez, and
Rick Torres, who currently works in the City of Irvine.

A Look at the City Manager
History in the City of Davis

Roger A Storey worked as the Assistant to the
City Manager in the City of Eureka from January
1969 to April 1971. When Roger left Eureka, he
took a similar position with the City of Glendale
in Southern California. In April 1974 he headed
back north to take the City Manager position in
the City of Arcata. In November 1982 Roger
moved back south to become the City
Manager in the City of Chino. In April 1985 Roger
was appointed to the Davis City Manager
position. After he left Davis in September 1988
and took a position with an executive recruiter.
Roger earned a BA from the University of
Colorado and an MPA from Harvard University.

Howard L. Reese served as the Davis City
Manager between 1966 and 1985. Howard
began his career as an Administrative Intern in
Phoenix, Arizona starting in July 1954. He joined
the Hayward city staff in May 1955 as an
Administrative Assistant, and he was hired as the
Assistant City Manager in Fremont in June 1956.
Howard was elevated to the Fremont City
Manager post in November 1958, and he
worked in that position until August 1966.
Howard was appointed Davis City Manager in
November 1966. Howard earned a BS from lowa
State University and an MPA from the University
of Minnesota.

CALIFORNIA
QR A (L

Providing innovative risk
management solutions for its
public agency partners for more

than 40 years, the California Joint u
Powers Insurance Authority

(California JPIA) is one of the Jon Shull
largest municipal self-insurance Chief

. : Executive
pools in the state, with more than Officer

120 member cities and other

governmental agencies. Members actively
participate in shaping the organization to

provide important coverage for their operations.
The California JPIA provides innovative risk
management solutions through a comprehensive
portfolio of programs and services, including
liability, workers’ compensation, pollution, property,
and earthquake coverage, as well as extensive risk
management training and loss control services.

Www.Cjpia.org

4 MuniEnvironmental

7 Professional Consultants

STRENGTHEN OUR CITIES.

MuniEnvironmental’s experienced professionals provide
solid waste and recycling expertise that helps cities and
other government agencies:

* Review, analyze and optimize rates and expenses

* Audit contract service providers

* Comply with regulatory requirements

* Implement commercial, organics and construction &
demolition recycling programs

Jeff Duhamel, CEO/Principal Consultant
562-432-3700 jeff@emunienvironmental.com

hitp://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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INDEPENDEN SUAAL>

J|i_’,.‘_kx- AUTHORITY

https://www.icfauthority.org/

Debbie Smith, Executive Director

The Independent Cities Finance
Authority is an unaffiliated Joint Powers
Authority (JPA) helping communities
fund critical projects. ICFA has assisted
funding more than $500 million in critical community
projects, from hospitals to charter schools, municipal
utilities and housing.

Independent Cities Finance Authority
Post Office Box No. 6740
Lancaster, California 93539-6740
Telephone No. 877-906-0941
info@ICFAuthority.org

A Look at the City Manager
History in the City of Davis

C. Walter Birkelo, passed away at the age of 88
in Davis in 2012. He began his public service
career in 1950 in Fargo, North Dakota. He came
to California in 1955 and worked as a Senior
Administrative Analyst in San Diego. Walt was
appointed City Manager in Davis in 1959 and
worked in that position until 1966. After working
in the private sector, he became City Manager
in Eureka in 1970. He left Eureka in July 1973. After
working for the New York Institute of Public
Administration and the League of California
Cities, Wallter was hired in January 1977 to serve
as the City Manager in South San Francisco,
where he worked until retirement in 1987. After
he retired, Walt worked as a consultant and
Interim City Manager. He earned a BS from
Mayville State College in North Dakota, and an
MA from the University of Minnesota.

HdI®

Companies

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager
Robert "Bob" Hinderliter,
HdL expanded and improved with the help of a
partnership with former City Manager
Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s retired
Executive Chairman.

Andy Nickerson is the President.
Other members of the HdL team
include: Paula Cone; Tom Bachman;
. Paula Barr; Vikki Beatley; Rob Braulik;
Ken Brown; Nichole Cone; Josh Davis; Darlyne
Demeduk; David McPherson; Matt Eaton; Ajay
Kolluri; Amy Flanigan; Richard Fletcher; Barry Foster;
Robert Gray; Joel Hermann; Robin Humphrey;
Howard Longballa; Ken Nordhoff, Cheryl Murase;
Luis Nunez; Angela Tsui; Wayne Padilla; Bret Plumlee;
Robin Sturdivant; David Schey; Tracy Vesely; Susie
Woodstock and Bobby Young.

HdL Companies offers diverse services that include:
allocation audits, economic analysis and program
software regarding Sales Tax, and Property Tax, and
Economic Development Services.

HdL Companies services provide the revenue and
key economic insights required to effectively lead a
local government agency.

Office: 120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200
Brea, California

June 2014 “Proof of Life" picture.


https://www.icfauthority.org/
mailto:info@ICFAuthority.org
https://localwiki.org/davis/C._Walter_Birkelo
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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@ PatWest . «

http://www.patwestllc.com/

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government.
He has developed successful strategies and paths

to issues facing local government. Pat can help you,

whether you are a City Manager looking for ways to
turn your city around, or a developer needing
assistance navigating the complexities of the
political and/or entitlement process.

Pat was honored with the League of
California Cities 2019 Wes McClure
Award for City Managers of Distinction.

Pat has had numerous successful
experiences with public-private partnerships.
Telephone No. 562-331-9812

LEERL Ve T e A

November is

Banana Pudding Lovers Month
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/banana-
pudding-lovers-month-november/

Chase’s Calendar of Events, 2011 Edition designated the
month of November as ‘Banana Pudding Lovers Month.’
Created by the Rodgers family of Rodgers’' Banana
Pudding Sauce, Banana Pudding Lovers Month is a time
for families during the start of the holiday season fo re-
create the memories of their happy childhood or start
creating memories for their own children.

https://www.send2press.com/wire/2011-10-1010-
002/

A Look at the City Manager
History in the City of Davis

Frank D. Fargo (September 11, 1921 — March 15,
2007) started his public service career in June
1946 as a Deputy County Planner for Solano
County. Frank was a World War Il US. Army
veteran. His first city position was Assistant City
Manager in Monterey (1951-1953). He became
the City Administrator in the City of Davis in June
1955. Frank left Davis in January 1959 to take the
Santa Maria City Administrator post. In January
1963 he started work as the City Manager in
Stockton. Frank work there until February 1969.
Frank's daughter Heather Fargo is a former
Mayor of Sacramento. Frank passed away at
the age of 85.

Thomas W. Fletcher died at the age of 63 at
home in Palo Alto in November 1987. He served
as City Manager in San Diego from 1961 to 1966.
Tom was a native of Portland, Oregon. He
graduated from the University of California,
Berkeley, and served as the Assistant to the City
Manager in San Leandro. At the age of 28 in
1952 he was appointed City Administrator for
the City of Davis. In 1955 he was hired as Deputy
City Manager in San Diego, and in 1961 he
became City Manager, replacing George
Bean. In September 1967 U.S. President Lyndon
B. Johnson appointed Tom Deputy Mayor of
Washington, D.C. In 1969 Tom became the City
Manager in San Jose. He left the city 28-months
later. Tom later became an Assistant Professor at
Golden Gate University. At the time of his death,
he was Vice President of a public management
consulting firm.

A.M. McKinnon was the Davis City Administrator
in 1952,

1969 Dodge Charger at Ray-A-Motive, Bellflower.


http://www.patwestllc.com/
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/banana-pudding-lovers-month-november/
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/banana-pudding-lovers-month-november/
https://www.send2press.com/wire/2011-10-1010-002/
https://www.send2press.com/wire/2011-10-1010-002/
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Municipal Law

Services
COLANTUONO Colantuono
HIGHSMITH Highsmith

Whatley, PC

WHATLEY,PC

www.chwlaw.us

Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley is a municipal
law firm with offices in Pasadena, Grass Valley,
Solana Beach, and Sonoma that represents
public and private clients throughout California
in municipal law, including public revenues,
land use, elections, labor and employment,
post-redevelopment, housing, public works
contfracting, utility services, the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Cortese-
Knox-Hertzberg Act regarding Local Agency
Formation Commissions, sex offender and
marijuana regulation and related public safety
topics, and associated litigation. Our core
commitment is to provide advice our clients find
helpful, understandable, and fairly priced.

Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley, PC Offices

Grass Valley, California:

420 Sierra College Drive, Suite 140
Grass Valley, CA 95945-5091
Phone (530) 432-7357

Fax (530) 432-7356

Sonoma, Cadlifornia

670 West Napa Street, Suite F
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone (707) 996-9690

Fax (707) 996-2603

Pasadena, California:

790 E. Colorado Blvd., Suite 850
Pasadena, CA 91101-2109
Phone (213) 542-5700

Fax (213) 542-5710

Solana Beach, California
440 Stevens Avenue, Suite 200
Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone (858) 682-3665

info@chwlaw.us

The firm was recognized as one of California’s
Top Ranked Law Firms by Martindale-Hubbell in
2014 and Michael Colantuono, Terri Highsmith,
Jenni Pancake, Michael Allderdice and Scott
Howard have each achieved the highest AV
rating from Martindale-Hubbell.  Michael
Colantuono (2011-2013) and Holly Whatley
(2013) have been listed as among the Top
Municipal Lawyers in California by the Daily
Journal newspaper. Michael was awarded the
2010 Public Lawyer of the Year Award by the
California State Bar, is a former President of the
City Attorneys Department of the League of
California Cities, former President and Chair of
the Board of Trustees of the State Bar, and
Secretary / Treasurer of the California Academy
of Appellate Lawyers—a prestigious
organization of about 100 of the most respected
appellate advocatesin our State. Michael is also
certified as an Appellate Specialist by the
California  State  Bar’'s Board of Legadl
Specialization.

The firm serves as general counsel or city or town
attorney of the cities of Auburn, Barstow,
Calabasas, Chico, Grass Valley, Lakeport, Ojai,
Sierra Madre, South Pasadena, the Town of
Yountville, and the Successor Agencies to the
Auburn, Barstow, Siera Madre and South
Pasadena Redevelopment Agencies, to
Oversight Boards for Successor Agencies in
Huntington  Park, Pomona, Rialto, San
Bernardino, San Gabriel and Temple City, the
Garden Valley, Higgins, Ophir Hill, North San
Juan, Penn Valley, and Rough & Ready Fire
Districts, the Orangeline Development Authority,
the SELACO Workforce Investment Board, the
Calaveras, San Diego and Yuba County
LAFCOs, the Oak Tree Park and Recreation
District, the Pine Grove, and Peninsula
Community Services Districts, the Tahoe Forest
Hospital District, the First Five Yuba Commission,
and Upper Valley Waste Management Agency.

Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley periodically
distributes a newslefter that highlights new
developments in the law.

Newsletters (chwlaw.us)



http://www.chwlaw.us/
mailto:info@chwlaw.us
https://chwlaw.us/newsletter-library/
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== Picking Up the Pieces: Former Vallejo
.. Interim City Manager Anne Cardwell is
the new Director of Finance in the City
=1 of Napa. She had originally been hired
to serve as the Vallejo Assistant City

Manager in 2018. Prior to that she served as the
Assistant City Manager in the City of Martinez. She
worked for the City of Benicia for 13-years in the City
Manager’s Office and Human Resources. Anne
earned a BA in psychology from the University of
California, Berkeley and a Master's in educational
psychology from the University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA). Clovis Assistant City Manager John
Holt will replace City Manager Luke Serpa. John has
worked for the City of Clovis for 21-years,. He worked
in various capacities, including City Clerk, and as a
Management Analyst. Prior to joined the Clovis city
staff, John was the Financial Services Manager for
the City of Visalia for 5-years. He is a refired United
States Navy Captain. John has lived in Clovis for more
than 30-years. Luke will retire in December. He has
served as Clovis City Manager since 2017, and has

served on the city staff for 17-years. He was the Clovis

Public Utilities Director. Karena McGee
Shackelford is the new City Manager in
the City of Fremont. Karena has served as
the Fremont Assistant City Manager for
the past three years. She began her
public service career working for the City of San Jose.
Karena replaces City Manager Mark Danaj, 52, who
resigned following his arrest in San Francisco for
domestic battery. Karena earned a BA from San Jose
State University and an MBA from Saint Mary's
College of California. She joined the Fremont staff in
March 2006 as a Business Manager and worked her
way up in the organization. She was appointed
Assistant City Manager in September 2018. Former
Selma City Manager Teresa Gallavan is the new
Assistant City Manager in the City of Palm Springs.
Teresa served as the Selma City Manager for three-
years (2018-2021). She was the Interim City Manager
in Lompoc in 2018. She previously served as the
Lompoc Economic Development Director and
Assistant City Manager (2011-2018). She will start her
new job in Palm Springs in mid-November. Teresa
earned a BA in Spanish from the University of
California, Irvine, and an MBA from California State
University, San Bernardino. Los Altos Hills has a new
City Manager in Peter Pirnejad, who takes over for
City Manager Carl Cahill, 57, who is retiring. Carl first
came to Los Altos Hills in 1999 as the city Planning
Director. He has served as the City Manager for the
past 15-years. Peter has an abbreviated tenure as
City Manager in Foster City early in 2021. Prior to that

he spent 2-years-plus as a Director of Community
Development Strategy for a private company. He
also served 9-months as the Assistant City Manager
for the City of Napa. Peter was Palo Alto’s Director of
Development Services from November 2012 and
February 2018. Santa Cruz Chief of Police Andrew
Mills is the new Chief of Police for the City of Palm
Springs. The new chief was selected following an
extensive nafionwide executive search and a
selection process that included significant local
input. Andrew has worked as the Santa Cruz Chief
since 2017. Prior to that he served four-years at the
Chief of Police in Eureka. He began his law
enforcement career in 1983 as a Police Officer with
the San Diego Police Department. Larry Imwalle is
the new Homelessness Response Manager in the City
of Santa Cruz. Larry has seved as the Executive
Director of the Action Council of Monterey County
for the past 14-years. Larry will report to Santa Cruz
Deputy City Manager Lee Butler. Nine Artesia
management emplyees have complained about
Artesia City Manager William “Bill” Rawlings and
contend that the City Manager is unfit fo lead. Acting
Assistant Finance Manager Karen Lee is quoted as
saying that the City Manager has “...exhibited
patterns of behavior that have led to our consensus
that he is no longer fit to lead the city’s employees.”
Bill was hired as City Manager in 2013 following the
retirement of City Manager Maria Dadian. Before
coming fo Artesia, Bill served as the City Manager in
the City of Menifee. He was the Deputy City Manager
in the City of Vista from 2007 to 2011. Bill received a
30-year ICMA Service Award in 2018. Retired Vallejo
City Manager Dan Keen has served as a Senior ICMA
Adyvisor since February 2018. He is also a Partner in a
management consultant firm since February 2020.
Dan previously served as City Manager in La Palma
(July 1995-July 2000); Seaside (July 2000-August 2004);
Novato (August 2004-August 2008); Concord (August
2008-February 2012); and Vdllejo (March 2012-
November 2017). Dan earned a BA from the Unversity
of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), an MPL in urban
regional planning and an MPA from the Unviersity of
Southern California (USC).
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== More Pieces Picked Up: Norwalk
Deputy City Manager Richard Rojas
joined the city staff in January 2020,
¢ and previously worked in Compton
" as the Director of Community
Development (July 2018 - November
2019). In June 2006 Richard went to
.~ - 1 work forthe San Luis Obispo Council
of Governments as a Regional Planner. In January
2008 he took a Planner position with the City of
Henderson, Nevada. After a short stint with a private
planning consultant firm, Robert became an
Associate Planner for the City of Carson in March
2014. He was promoted to Senior Plannerin July 2015,
before he move to the Compton city staff. Richard
earned a BA in environmental studies from the
University of California, Santa Barbara and a Master’s
degree in city and regional planning from California
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo. Former
Fremont City Manager Mark Danaj was arrested for
domestic battery and false imprisonment in San
Francisco prior to submitting his resignatfion last
month. A separafion agreement does not address
the arrest or any reason for the resignation. The San
Francisco County District Attorney’'s Office dismissed
the case citing a lack of evidence. Mark joined the
Fremont staff in 2011 as Assistant City Manager. He
left in 2014 to become the Manhattan Beach City
Manager. He left Manhattan Beach in 2018, and
became the Fremont City Manager in September
2018. Mary earned a BA from Marquette University
and an MBA from the Medoza College of Business at
the University of Nofre Dame. Sherri Conway is the
new Assistant City Manager in the City of Rocklin,
working with City Manager Aly Zimmermann. In 1990-
1998 Sherri was the President/Owner of an
environmental consultant firm. In August 1998 she
was hired as the Cjommunity Development Director
for the Village of Lake Placid, New York. She came to
California in May 2004 when she was appointed
Planning Director in the City of Colfax. She left the
Colfax post in January 2009. In June 2014 she
became a Supervising Planner for the Placer County
Community Development Resource Agency. In
November 2015 Sherri was promoted to the position
of Placer County Director of Economic
Development. Sherri earned a BS from the State
University of New York College, Platftsburgh, and an
MS from Antioch University in New England. Former
Rocklin Assistant City Manager and Director of
Economic and Community Development Marc
Mondell is now the City Manager in the City of Tulare.
He replaces City Manager Rob Hunt, who worked in
various position for Tulare over a period of 29-years.
Marc comes to Tulare with 25-years of development

experience in both the public and private sector. He
earned a Master's degree from the Unversity of
Florida. The Cities Association of Santa Clara County
is an association of the 15 cities of the county. Since
1990, represntatives from the 15 cities of Santa Clara
County have been meeting monthly and
collaborating on issues that affect each jurisdicton,
striving to create a unified voice. The Santa Clara
County cities include: Campbell, Cupertino, Gilroy,
Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, Los Gatos, Milpitas, Monte
Sereno, Morgan Hill, Mountain View, Palo Alto, San
Jose, Santa Clara, Saratoga and Sunnyvale. Andi
Jordan is the Executive Director and Los Gatos City
Manager Laurel Prevetti is the Santa Clara County
City Managers’ Association Representative.

SHORTS:*Hanford City Manager Mario Cifuentez
accompanied the Mayor on a visit to the Faraday
Future's manufacturing facility site in Hanford where
the company will hire 50 new employees. *Retired
Pasadena City Manager Cynthia Kurtz, o past
President of the City Managers' Department of the
League of California Cities, will serve as Interim City
Manager in Pasadena when City Manager Steve
Mermell retfires in December. *Lakewood City
Manager Thaddeus McCormack, who previously
served as the City Manager in Santa Fe Springs, has
played a leadership role in the Gateway Cities
Region, serving as the Chair of the City Managers
Committee of the California Joint Powers Insurance
Avuthority (CJPIA). *Cucumbers contain most of the
vitamins you need every day, just one cucumber
contains Vitamin B1, Vitamin B2, Vitamin B3, Vitamin
BS5, Vitamin Bé, Folic Acid, Vitamin C, Calcium, Iron,
Magnesium, Phosphorus, Potassium and Zinc. *Andy
Nickerson of Trackdown Sponsor HAL Companies
recently completed the restoration of a 1963 Ford
Ranchero truck he drove when he was 16-years old.
*Wolf and Co. current business address is 560 East
Commercial Street, Suite 16, Pomona, California
91767. *Tripepi Smith Director Jennifer Fitzgerald
attended the Texas Municipal League (TML) Annual
Conference October 6-8, 2021. *Huntington Beach
City Manager Oliver Chi one of those with degrees
from both UCLA and USC. *Rocklin City Manager Aly
Zimmermann worked early in her career for the
California  Governor's Office of Planning and
Reseach, and then as a Policy Analyst for the League
of California Cities where she was the League’s
CCMF coordinator. *Mary Jane Mclarney, was the
Chief Finance Officer for the City of Temecula from
January 1990 and January 1994 before becoming
Assistant City Manager. *Tina Friend, Coronado City
Manager, is an avid runner.

Page | 15
Volume No. 14: Issue No. 19



City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management

October 2021 Special Il

Letters and Notes from Our Readers:

Thank you for your kind remarks regarding my essays.
I'm a little out of practice since | have not really
written anything for a few months. This last one,
Running in Lanes, ended up being more of a saga
than just a quick stroll down memory lane. When |
started getting into the data | just kept diving deeper
down the rabbit hole. So, it's kind of an awkward
piece, part scholastic, part nostalgic. It probably
would have been better as one or the other. In the
end, | couldn't quite figure out how to decouple the
two approaches. As my daughter says, just go with it.

In any event, | am scheduled to teach a short online
course comparing Los Angeles in the 1920s with the
2020s. Out of the 65 or so courses | have taught over
the years, roughly 15 of them have been through
distance learning. | certainly can do it but prefer not
to. We will see where all of this goes.

--Steve Harding, former City Manager

My mother once sent me a hand-written admonition,
“Power and privileges corrupt the soul.” It has sat on
my office credenza for many years. Unfortunately, it
arrived late in my life. Fortunately, it came before it
Wwas over.

| can’'t remember if | commented on the wonderful
group picture from the last Proof of Life (POL)
luncheon at Clearman’s. The four of us participants
looked so young and vital I'm convinced you photo
shopped our likenesses onto much younger Adonis
like bodies.

Thank you very much for the effort.
--Jim Barisic, former City Manager and Founder of
Brandywine Homes

I was catching up on the newsletters and saw that |
was highlighted in the September 2021 issue. |
appreciate you thinking of me.

As | read the newsletter, it dawned on me there has
been mention of a couple other relatively new city
managers — Erik Sund, San Clemente and Conal
McNamara, La Palma. The three of us got our start
in local government together working for the City of
Irvine in the early 90s.

Great work with the Trackdown!

--Kevin M. Chun ¢ City Manager ¢ City of Lawndale

“All our fomorrows depend on today.”
--Anonymous

Jennie Prestwich with her husband
Saint Helena City Manager Mark Prestwich

More Shorts: *David R. Rowe, a 1962 graduate of the
University of California, served as the City Manager in
Daly City between August 1969 and June 1995.
*Former Red BIuUff City Manager Martin Nichols left
the city in 2012 to become the Chief Administrative
Officer in Lassen County, and he left that position in
December 2013. *Clay J. Curtin, who previously had
work assignments in Manhattan Beach (2009-2013)
and West Covina (2006-2009), and is a past President
of MMASC (2011-2012), is the Public Engagement
Manager for the City of Menlo Park. *Michael Webb
has served as City Manager for the City of Davis since
December 2017. *Larry Kosmont, former City
Manager and founder of the Kosmont Companies, is
a member of the University of Pepperdine Graziadio
Business School Board. *Dan Buckshi is the City
Manager for the City of Walnut Creek, and Teri
Killgore is the Assistant City Manager. *Bradbury City
Manager Kevin Kearney, appointed in May 2017,
previously served as a Senior Management Analyst is
the City of Beverly Hills. *Brett Whitehead, a Principall
and CEO at Brandywine Homes, earned an MBA
from Pepperdine University. *Saint Helena City
Manager since July 2017, Mark Prestwich, previously
served as the City Manager in Nevada City.

Raw Performance

Raw Performance Coach William Ha,
g CSCS, earned his BS in Kinesiology from
X Cadlifornia State University, Long
Beach. He is a certified strength and
conditioning coach. Call: 714-335-4436

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 90720

https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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