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Former Norwalk Mayor Bob Arthur chats with the 

legendary Vin Scully. Bob says that he is already 

having Dodger Baseball withdrawals since the 2021 

team was eliminated from the play-offs. Though the 

team won more games than any other Dodger 

team historically, the team was bested by the 

Atlanta Braves in the League final for an opportunity 

to play in the World Series. The San Francisco Giants 

won more regular season games than any other 

team, but just one more than the Dodgers. 

 

 

A Look at the City Managers                 

in Santa Barbara County Cities 
 

Santa Barbara County is sometimes considered 

the northern cultural boundary of Southern 

California. It was 1542 when three Spanish sailing 

ships under the command of Juan Rodriguez 

Cabrillo cruised along the California coast to 

make the first European contact with Native 

Indians in the area. The Santa Barbara Channel 

got its named from Spanish explorer Sebastian 

Vizcaino when he arrived in 1602. The Presidio of 

Santa Barbara was established in 1782 and 

Mission Santa Barbara in 1786.                                                                     

 

There are eight incorporated cities in Santa 

Barbara County: Buellton, Carpinteria, Goleta, 

Guadalupe, Lompoc, the county seat Santa 

Barbara, Santa Maria and Solvang.  

 

Since December 2013, Mona Miyasato has 

served as the County Executive Officer for the 

County of Santa Barbara. She is a former Deputy 

City Manager in Santa Monica (2006-2008).  

 

       /    
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a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

 

 A Look at the City Managers                 

in Santa Barbara County Cities 
 

Buellton is named for R.T.Buell, who owned the 

Rancho San Carlos de Jonata Mexican land 

grant. Buellton is in the Santa Ynez Valley, and it 

is the home of Pea Soup Andersen’s Restaurant, 

whose beginnings trace to 1867.  

Scott Wolfe is the City Manager in Buellton. Scott 

began his public service career in June 1989 as 

a Junior Planner in the City of Palmdale. He 

worked as an Assistant Planner in Thousand Oaks 

(1991-1996) and Associate and Senior Planner in 

the City of Westlake Village (1996-2000) under 

City Manager Raymond B. Taylor (1993-2018). In 

2000 to 2002 Scott worked as a Planning Project 

Manager in the private sector, and he next went 

to work as the Principal Planner in Moorpark 

(2002-2005). Scott returned to Westlake Village 

in April 2005 as Senior Planner and he was 

promoted to Planning Director in July 2011. He 

was made the Deputy City Manager 

concurrently in November 2016.  Scott became 

the Buellton City Manager in July 2019. He 

earned a BA and MPA from California Lutheran 

University. He also earned a certificate from 

Penn State University.   

Others in Buellton include: Linda Reid, City Clerk 

and Human Resources Director; Andrea Keefer 

is the Planning Director; and Rose Hess in the 

Public Works Director and City Engineer.  

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

 

President Tany Spiegel, Ontario 

Vice President Paolo Kespradit, West Hollywood 

Secretary Dominique Samario, Menifee 

                                                                                       

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest associations 

of its kind in the nation. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nwfg.com/ 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment 

banking firm providing underwriting and financial 

advisory services to public agencies, and 

implementation of special tax methodologies. 

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates 

of Participation, and general obligation bond 

financings, tax allocation refunding, revenue and 

expense projections modeling.                                                                    

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s                               

President Pam Newcomb. 

 

 

1254 Hoover Street                                                          

Carlsbad, California 92008 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

 

https://www.munienvironmental.com/ 

 

https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.nwfg.com/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
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https://synchronicityassociates.com/  
      

SynchroniCITY Associates: Founded upon a simple 

premise: most government related proposals are 

either destined to succeed or fail at the moment 

they are made public. 

 

Governance from smart strategy to effective 

implementation. Expert at policy and advocacy. 

 

Founded by John Russo;  
the only person in California who 

has been a City Council Member, 

a City Attorney, and a City 

Manager. 

                 
John@synchroniCITYassociates.com 

 

Telephone: 949-435-9737 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.usi.com 

USI has developed sophisticated employee  

benefit programs for public entities for more than 

30-years.  USI helps agencies design innovative    

benefit solutions and provide benefit education  

to bargaining units. 

  
For more information contact          

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010 or 

gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                                     

 

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                              

Torrance, CA 90503    

A Look at the City Managers                 

in Santa Barbara County Cities 
 

Carpinteria is known as 

the city with the 

“World’s Safest Beach;” 

a slogan that reaches 

back to 1912. Since 1987, the California 

Avocado Festival has been held in Carpinteria 

on the first weekend of October.  

David M. Durflinger is the Carpinteria City 

Manager. He began his public service career in 

1988 as an Assistant Planner in the City of 

Cathedral City. After serving as an Associate 

Planner, Dave was promoted in 1995 to Senior 

Planner and in 1998 he became the City 

Planner. In 1999, Dave joined the city staff in 

Carpinteria as the Community Development 

Director.  He was appointed Carpinteria City 

Manager in 2001. Dave earned an AA from 

Glendale College and a BA from the University 

of California, Riverside. In 2019 he received a 30-

year ICMA Service Award.  

 

Other Carpinteria officials include: Steve 

Goggia, Community Development Director; 

Licette Maldonado, Administrative Services 

Director; Parks and Recreation Matt Roberts; 

and John Ilasin, Public Works Director.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.contractcities.org 

Marcel Rodarte,                                

Executive Director 

Mark Waronek of Lomita  

President                                          

 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210                                  

Cerritos, California 90703                                              

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

 

https://synchronicityassociates.com/
mailto:John@synchroniCITYassociates.com
http://www.usi.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.contractcities.org/
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Trackdown Posse Roster                                                
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager 

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Cofounder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Garden  

Posse Roster:  
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                             

Dave Carmany, West Covina, City Manager                                                                                 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Sam Olivito, Interim Executive Director, ICA 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon                                                                                                                            

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

Lee C. McDougal, Retired Montclair City Manager  

Mark Scott, Lincoln Interim City Manager   

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Jeff Mathieu, Retired Big Bear Lake, City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 
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Jack A. and Susan Simpson 
www.trackdownmanagement.net 

 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

 

10 Claret                                                                                               

Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 

             Telephone: 562-896-5424 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 
 

Former City Administrator 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849 

          FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations.                               

 

 Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis 

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight Agent Services; 

Mortgage Program Administration Services; 

Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development.                                                                                                             

                                                                                      

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint Powers 

Authority (JPA) helping communities 

fund critical projects. ICFA has assisted 

funding more than $500 million in critical community 

projects, from hospitals to charter schools, municipal 

utilities and housing. 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                      

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 
info@ICFAuthority.org 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
mailto:info@ICFAuthority.org
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http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former               

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont,                               

Larry is a Member of the Pepperdine 

Graziadio Business School Board                                  

Kosmont Companies serves the needs 

of cities, counties, quasi-governmental agencies, 

private companies, developers and non-profit 

organizations including educational institutions 

across California.  

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges and solutions. A 

transactional firm that takes a hands-on approach 

to economic development focused on successful 

outcomes.                              

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

Long Beach, California 

With an estimated 2020 population of 466,742, Long 

Beach is the seventh most populous city in California. 

Long Beach incorporated in 1897. The Port of Long 

Beach is the second busiest container ports in the U.S. 

The city is known for its waterfront attractions, 

including the RMS Queen Mary, the Aquarium of the 

Pacific, and the annual Grand Prix of Long Beach. 

Tom Modica is the Long Beach City Manager 

following the retirement of City Manager Pat West in 

2019.   (Picture by Robyn “Chip” Warner Brown) 

A Look at the City Managers                 

in Santa Barbara County Cities 

 

Goleta was incorporated as a city 

in February 2002 after unsuccessful 

previous attempts. The 2019 

estimated population of Goleta is 

30,911. Michelle Greene is the City Manager 

and Kristy Schmidt is Assistant City Manager. 

Deborah Lopez is the Goleta City Clerk.  

Goleta City Manager Michelle 

Greene served as a Summer 

Intern in the City of Santa Barbara 

in 1990. She also was an 

Environmental Services Intern in 

the City of Manhattan Beach in 

1992-1994 before working for a 

private consulting company. In September 1995 

Michelle joined the staff in the City of Escalon as 

a Management Analyst. She was elevated to 

Assistant City Manager in July 1998. After leaving 

Escalon in February 2001, she joined the City of 

Grover Beach for a nine-month period in 2001 as 

the City Clerk and Personnel Manager. In June 

2004 Michele joined the city staff in Goleta as a 

Management Analyst (2004-2006); 

Administrative Services Director (2006-2013); 

and Deputy City Manager (May 2013-April 

2014). Michele was appointed Goleta Interim 

City Manager in April 2014 and elevated to City 

Manager in November 2014. Michelle earned a 

BA from the University of California, Berkeley and 

she attended public policy analysis courses at 

the University of Southern California (USC). She 

also earned a Management Certification from 

the University of Pacific Eberhardt School of 

Business.  

 “It doesn’t bother me to talk about my private life, it 

doesn’t bother me to talk about anything. My life is 

like a glass of water, transparent.” 

----Shakira 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/
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 A Look at the City Managers                 

in Santa Barbara County Cities 

                                                          
Guadalupe is located on 

Highway 1 at the Highway 166 

junction. Mission La Purisima was 

established in 1787. The City of 

Guadalupe was incorporated in 

May 1946. The city’s name honors 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, which is the Catholic 

title given to the Virgin Mary. Todd Bodem is the 

City Administrator in Guadalupe. 

Todd Bodem began his tenure as Guadalupe 

City Administrator on November 1, 2019. Todd 

succeeded City Administrator Cruz Ramos with 

Robert Perrault serving as Interim City 

Administrator. Todd earned a BA in local and 

urban affairs from St. Cloud University and a 

Master’s in urban and regional studies from 

Minnesota State University. He served as the City 

Administrator in Sand City, California on 

Highway 1 in Monterey County, from 2014 to 

2018. He worked in local governments in the 

State of Minnesota for nearly 28-years.  

 

 

 
 

www.rawperformancesc.com 

Special group sessions for sports teams, police and 

fire departments or other groups may be arranged.                                      

 

Raw Performance Coach        

William Ha, CSCS, earned his BS 

in Kinesiology from California 

State University, Long 

Beach. He is a certified 

strength and conditioning 

coach. Call: 714-335-4436     

                                                                                           

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los 

Alamitos, CA 90720   

www.rawperformancesc.com 

www.cjpia.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southern California Railway Museum in Perris,CA.        

Displays a 100-years old steam locomotive. 

http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
http://www.cjpia.org/
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http://rwglaw.com/ 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                    

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

 

Practical advice and well-analyzed solutions come 

from listening carefully and asking the right 

questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California 

City Management Foundation 

(CCMF).     

                                                                     

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.mmanc.org 

                                                                                

Monica Davis, President, Community Services 

Manager, City of Hayward  

Elizabeth Dallman, Vice President, Management 

Analyst, County of San Mateo  

Melvin Gaines, Finance Director/Treasurer, Principal 

Management Analyst, City of Mountain View                                             

A Look at the City Managers                 

in Santa Barbara County Cities 

 

Lompoc has been 

inhabited for thousands 

of years; first by the 

native Chumash people, who called the area 

Lum Poc, meaning “stagnant waters” or 

“lagoon.” Lompoc is often considered a military 

town due to the Vandenberg Space Force Base 

nearby. The city incorporated in August 1888. 

The 2019 estimated population is 42,853, which 

includes retired Pomona City Manager Doug 

Dunlap. The current Lompoc City Manager is Jim 

Throop and the City Clerk is Stacey Haddon. 

Former Assistant City Manager Teresa Gallavan 

left to be the City Manager in the City of Selma, 

though she left that post earlier this year.  

Jim Throop had been the Chief 

Financial Officer for the City of 

Oxnard (September 2016-July 2018) 

prior to his appointment to the 

Lompoc City Manager position 

starting in July 2018. He succeeded 

former Lompoc City Manager Patrick Wiemiller, 

who resigned to accept a position in the City of 

Santa Maria. Jim was born in Orange County. He 

served as the Director of Administrative Services 

in the City of Paso Robles from 2007 to 2016 

before his Oxnard experience. Prior working in 

Paso Robles, he served as the Director of Budget 

and Research for Pinal County, Arizona. He 

earned a BA in economics from the University of 

Southern California (USC) and an MBA from 

Chapman University. Jim is a member of the 

Paso Robles High School Band Backers 

 

A Woman-Owned Firm 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

http://rwglaw.com/
http://www.mmanc.org/
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 A Look at the City Managers                 

in Santa Barbara County Cities 

 

Santa Barbara is the county seat for the County 

of Santa Barbara. On California’s central coast 

with the Santa Ynez Mountains on the east. 

Mission Santa Barbara was founded in 1786, and 

still houses Franciscan friars and a museum for 

the public. The University of California, Santa 

Barbara is the educational anchor to at least 

three other institutions. Santa Barbara is an 

amazing conference or seminar venue. Santa 

Barbara was incorporated in April 1850. The 

city’s 2020 estimated population is 88,665. 

Rebecca Bjork is the Interim City 

Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer for the City of 

Santa Barbara. Rene Eyerly is the Interim 

Assistant City Administrator. Jason Harris is the 

Economic Development Manager. 

Rebecca Bjork, Assistant City 

Administrator and Acting 

Community Development 

Director in Santa Barbara, 

was appointed Interim City 

Administrator in September 

2021. Rebecca joined the 

Santa Barbara city staff as Public Works Director 

in November 20213. Rebecca earned a BA in 

biology environmental studies and an MPA from 

California State University, Northridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Four “Proof of Life” veterans: Tom Robinson, Jim 

Purtee, Jim Barisic and Lloyd de Llamas. The next 

“Proof of Life” lunch is Thursday, December 2, 2021   

at the North Woods Inn Restaurant in La Mirada. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

  

 

 

                             

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths 

to issues facing local government. Pat can help you, 

whether you are a City Manager looking for ways to 

turn your city around, or a developer needing 

assistance navigating the complexities of the 

political and/or entitlement process.   

Pat was honored with the League of 

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure 

Award for City Managers of Distinction.                                                                                 

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private partnerships.                                 

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dale Geldert and his wife Rita Geldert, retired Vista 

City Manager. Dale is a retired Fire Chief and 

Director of the State Department of Forestry and Fire 

Protection. Rita was a longtime President of CCMF. 

http://www.patwestllc.com/
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www.ekapr.com 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists. 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA,                        

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner     

 

 

 
Notre Dame fans, retired 

City of Norwalk            

City Manager             

Ernie Garcia and his wife 

Diane Butler Garcia, at 

the Notre Dame/USC 

football game in South 

Bend, Indiana, It was 37 

degrees. The game was 

won by                           

Notre Dame 31-16. 

Ernie worked for Norwalk 

from 1980 until he retired 

in 2011. He served as  

City Manager from              

1994 to 2011.  

A Look at the City Managers                 

in Santa Barbara County Cities 

 

Santa Maria is the largest city in Santa Barbara 

County. The name Santa Maria came from the 

name Juan Pacifico Ontiveros gave to his 

property. Oil exploration began in 1888, and 

Union Oil discovered and built some high 

production wells south of the town. By 1957 there 

were 1,775 oil wells in the Santa Maria Valley. The 

informal “dirt track racing” community knows 

Santa Maria Raceway, which is in neighboring 

Nipomo. The city incorporated in September 

1905. The 2019 population estimate is 107,263. 

Jason Stilwell is the City Manager and Patti 

Rodriguez is the City Clerk. Mary Harvey is the 

Santa Maria Director of Finance. 

 

Jason Stilwell began his public 

service career in 1992 as a 

Management Assistant in the City 

of Mountain View. In 1994 he took 

a Management Intern in the City of 

Thornton, Colorado. In 1995 he moved to a 

Management Intern post in Westminster, 

Colorado, and later that year he was hired as 

Assistant Town Manager in Superior, Colorado. 

Jason came to California in 2003 to accept a 

Project Manager job with Santa Barbara 

County. He was appointed Parks Director in 2006 

and in 2007 Jason became the Assistant County 

Executive in Santa Barbara County. Jason took 

the City Administrator position in Carmel By The 

Sea in 2011 and worked in that post until 2014. 

He worked in San Luis Obispo County as the 

Interim Director of IT and Financial Planning in 

2014. In 2015 Jason was hired as the Santa Maria 

Assistant City Manager, and in 2017 he was 

appointed City Manager. Jason earned an AA 

from Cuesta College; a BA from California State 

Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo; an MPA 

from San Jose State University, and a Doctorate 

from the University of Colorado. In 2017 Jason 

received a 25-year ICMA Service Award.  

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
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A Look at the City Managers 

in Santa Barbara County Cities 

 

Solvang is located in the Santa Ynez Valley. The 

town dates back to 1804, when Mission Santa 

Inés was founded. In about 1911 a Danish-

American settlement was established in the 

area. A distinctive Danish-themed architecture 

took hold in 1947 and Solvang has become a 

prominent tourist destination as result of poor 

economics in Denmark. The city incorporated in 

May 1985, with a well-establish Danish-themed 

business district. The 2019 estimated population 

of Solvang is 5,838. Xenia Bradford is the City 

Manager and City Clerk. 

 

Xenia Bradford has served as the Solvang City 

Manager since September 2019. She started her 

working career with the University of California, 

Santa Barbara in 2001 as a Teacher Assistant. 

She work a couple of jobs in the private sector 

before she joined the staff in the County of 

Santa Barbara as an Enterprise Leader in 2006. 

In 2009 moved to Europe for a 4-year temporary 

residence for her spouse’s employment and 

maternity leave. Upon return, she worked a job 

in the private sector for about a year and joined 

the city staff in San Luis Obispo as a Budget 

Manager in October 2015. Xenia was appointed 

Finance Director and City Treasurer in August 

2016. She left San Luis Obispo in April 2018 and 

started work as a consultant. In April 2019 Xenia 

was hired by the City of Solvang to serve as the 

Administrative Services Director. Six months later, 

in September, she began serving as the Solvang 

City Manager. Xenia earned a BA and an MA 

from the University of California, Santa Barbara, 

and a Juris Doctorate from the Santa Barbara 

College of Law. She also completed an 

Executive Seminar at the Goldman School of 

Public Policy at the University of California, 

Berkeley.   

 

Julie Glendinning is the Finance Supervisor in 

Solvang. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 
                                                                                                 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager 

Robert "Bob" Hinderliter,                                                                

HdL expanded and improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City Manager                             

Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s retired                  

Executive Chairman.                                                                  

Andy Nickerson is the President. 

Other members of the HdL team 

include: Paula Cone; Tom 

Bachman; Paula Barr; Vikki Beatley; 

Rob Braulik; Ken Brown; Nichole 

Cone; Josh Davis; Darlyne 

Demeduk; David McPherson; Matt Eaton; Ajay 

Kolluri; Amy Flanigan; Richard Fletcher; Barry Foster; 

Robert Gray; Joel Hermann; Robin Humphrey; 

Howard Longballa; Ken Nordhoff, Cheryl Murase; 

Luis Nunez; Angela Tsui; Wayne Padilla; Bret Plumlee; 

Robin Sturdivant; David Schey; Tracy Vesely; Susie 

Woodstock and Bobby Young. 

HdL Companies offers diverse services that include: 

allocation audits, economic analysis and program 

software regarding Sales Tax, and Property Tax, and 

Economic Development Services. 

HdL Companies services provide the revenue and 

key economic insights required to effectively lead a 

local government agency. 

Office: 120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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www.tripepismith.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.chwlaw.us 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to 

counsel that is helpful, understandable, and fairly 

priced.                                                                                 

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law.               

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700; 

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 

https://chwlaw.us/newsletter-library/ 

A Look at the City Managers 

in Santa Barbara County Cities 

 

After working through the current management 

professionals in the eight Santa Barbara cities, 

we are including some random coverage of 

some past managers.  

Steve L. Thompson served as the 

Buellton City Manager from 1995 

to August 2009. Steve is an avid 

fisherman and planned to move 

to Tennessee for family and 

fishing after his retirement. He 

was born in Tennessee and enlisted in the U. S. 

Army. He was stationed in Sierra Vista, Arizona. 

Following his service overseas he returned to 

Sierra Vista and went to work for the City, where 

he served as Assistant City Manager (1972-1977). 

Steve then worked for four different Arizona 

towns as Town Manager: Buckeye (1977-1981); 

Cottonwood (1981-1985); Prescott (1985-1987); 

and Kearny (1987-1990). Steve moved to 

California in 1990 to become the City Manager 

in Farmersville. He left there in December 1995 to 

become the City Manager in Buellton. He 

earned a BS from Carson-Newman University in 

Tennessee.  

John Kunkel, a longtime police officer and 

former Police Chief turned City Manager was 

appointed in 2009 to replaced City Manager 

Steve Thompson, who retired in August 2009. 

John was the Exeter City Manager from 2004 to 

2009. John resigned from the Buellton City 

Manager position in April 2013.  

Marc Bierdzinski served as the Planning Division 

Manager in the City of Santa Maria from 2003 to 

2005. He was hired in 2005 to serve as the 

Planning Director for the City of Buellton. Marc 

was appointed Buellton City Manager in 

September 2013. Marc retired in 2019 joining his 

wife in retirement.  

http://www.tripepismith.com/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
https://chwlaw.us/newsletter-library/
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 A Look at the City Managers 

in Santa Barbara County Cities 

 

Samantha V. Orduno served as the Carpinteria 

City Manager from 1995 to 1999. She began her 

career as a Management Assistant in Fridley, 

Minnesota in 1984. In 1988 Samantha became 

the Assistant City Manager in New Brighton, 

Minnesota, and in 1991 she was appointed City 

Administrator in Mounds View, Minnesota. After 

she left Carpinteria she returned to Minnesota to 

serve as the City Manager in Richfield. 

Samantha earned a BA and MA from the 

University of California.  

Browning E. Allen, III served as the City Manager 

in Carpinteria in 2000-2001. He has since retired 

from an executive position with the City of Santa 

Barbara. Browning worked for Los Angeles 

County (1979-1980) and then as an 

Administrative Assistant in South El Monte (1981-

1984).  He was promoted to Assistant Finance 

Officer in South El Monte (1984-1985) and then 

Finance Officer (1985-1986). From 1986 to 1990 

Browning served as a Director of Personnel for 

the Pomona School District. In 1990 he went to 

the City of Pomona and worked as the Assistant 

City Administrator.  In 1993 Browning went to the 

Coachella Valley where he served as the 

Assistant City Manager in Cathedral City (1993-

1999). He earned an AA at Citrus Community 

College, a BA from California State Polytechnic 

University, Pomona, and an MPA from California 

State University, Long Beach.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com 
 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim L. Barisic founded Brandywine in 

1994. Jim and two of his sons         

Brett Whitehead, and David Barisic                        

direct Brandywine Homes.  

 

Some of the Projects that are selling now are in the 

Cities of San Dimas, Whittier, Anaheim, and Duarte. 

Coming soon are projects in                                   

Norwalk, and Placentia.  

                                                                                       

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

UPTON, Carson, CA 

Now Pre-Selling! 

Another Brandywine Homes 

Development 

 

Brandywine Homes focuses on helping to revitalize 

established neighborhoods and convert 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 

                                                             

Anthony, Jason and Paul Gonsalves 

are expert local government 

lobbyists. The firm represents fifty-plus 

cities and is a key player in city 

legislation. The firm works closely with 

the League of California Cities.  

 

Anthony is a longtime CCMF Board Member. 
                                                                                    

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

925 L Street, Suite 250                                                

Sacramento California 95814  

http://www.brandywinedev.com/
https://gonsalvi.com/
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http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided 

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like 

the Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and 

the PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400 

clients address unfunded obligations and lower 

liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS 

is the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                            

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356 or 

kevin@kolgs.com 

 

Kevin O’Rourke, Rachael Sanders and Mitch Barker 

of the PERS professional team 

A Look at the City Managers 

in Santa Barbara County Cities 

 

Former Goleta City Manager Dan Singer served 

in that position from September 2005 to 2014. He 

previously served as the Ojai City Manager. Dan 

left Goleta to accept the Poway City Manager 

post. Dan resigned his Poway position in 2016, 

after about two years on the job. Dan is currently 

the City Manager in the City of Santa Paula, 

where he followed City Manager Michael Rock, 

starting in November 2019. Michael left Santa 

Paula to accept the City Manager job in Yuba 

City. Dan earned a BA from Chapman College 

and an MA and MPA from Syracuse University. In 

2020 Dan received a 25-year ICMA Service 

Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 
 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue. 

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Avenu has California Offices in El Dorado Hills, 

Fresno, Pleasanton, Sacramento and              

Westlake Village. 

                                                                                                                  

Fran Mancia may be reached at          

559-288-7296. Fran is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).  

 

 

“Attitudes are contagious. Do you want people 

around you to catch yours?” 

--Bob Moawad, Founder of Edge Learning Institute 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
https://www.avenuinsights.com/
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www.ICFAuthority.org 

Independent Cities Finance Authority provides local 

government, nonprofits and other agencies the 

clout they need to finance important projects that 

help address California’s housing crisis. 

 

Since its inception more than 20-years ago, The 

Authority has helped fund more than $413 million in 

critical community projects. Member cities pay no 

enrollment fees to join or ongoing dues to 

participate. All underwriting and operational costs 

are borne by the beneficiaries of the funds. 

 

The ICFA offers member cities many benefits. 

Through bond funding, the Authority helps create 

homebuyer assistance programs, generates funds 

for capital improvements and aids communities in 

economic development. It is important to learn all 

about The Authority and the benefits it offers. 

Independent Cities Financing Authority is an 

unaffiliated joint powers authority with the ability to 

help cities achieve their goals. 

 

With bonding arranged through The Authority, local 

governments can help finance the purchase of 

single-family and multi-family residential properties, 

including manufactured home communities, to 

provide new, more affordable housing alternatives.  

 

Ownership and operation of these alternative 

housing solutions can be vested in local nonprofit. 

 

The Authority also helps fund a variety of capital 

improvements for municipalities, schools, special 

districts, and Mello-Roos facilities, as well as projects 

impacting the economic development of a 

community. 

 

Manufactured Home Communities: In today's troubled 

housing market, the need for more affordable housing 

solutions is clear. Learn how The Authority has helped 

member cities and local non-profit organizations acquire 

and manage manufactured home communities.  More... 

Bond Funding Programs: The Authority is empowered to 

purchase multi-family residential projects, including 

manufactured home communities. Find out how your 

community can address the need for affordable local 

housing through ICFA’s innovative funding programs.   

Capital Improvement Programs: Now cities can fund 

capital projects and equipment acquisition at a lower 

cost with help from The Authority. Working in cooperation 

with major banks, ICFA can provide funding at favorable 

rates. Find out more here.  

The Authority can help communities create the 

infrastructure and acquire the equipment needed to 

create a better quality of life for their citizens. 

Working in partnership with major financial institutions The 

Authority can provide bond funding and equipment 

leasing for major projects for municipalities, schools, 

special districts and local agencies, including Mello-Roos. 

For information on how The Authority can tailor a 

financing package to meet your specific needs, contact 

us today! 

For more information, please contact: 

Independent Cities Finance Authority 

Ms. Debbie Smith                                                        

Post Office Box No. 1750 

Palmdale, California 93590 

(877) 906-0941 

info@ICFAuthority.org 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                    

ICFA Executive Director Debbie Smith seen here with 

officials of Newcomb Williams Financial Group. 

 

http://www.icfauthority.org/
http://www.icfauthority.org/icfa/ProgramsDetail.aspx?StoryID=15&Page=
mailto:info@icfauthority.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001wJlySjXypRllgDwNAyKbhMGKVRN7M7VK71h70GWPVKec7PVtlvDhTPUTe8MjViFJeAXinw-PegQ30rOxj1ryzNdj3B_bNs9BDAv0sP1fceI=
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 Picking Up the Pieces: Redondo Beach 

Assistant City Manager Mike Witzansky is 

set to succeed his boss City Manager Joe 

Hoefgen. Joe is retiring and Mike is 

scheduled to start as City Manager 

November 16. Joe has served as the Redondo Beach 

City Manager since 2014. Mike has served as the 

Assistant City Manager for 7-years. Pror to becoming 

Assistant City Manager Mike served as the Public 

Works Director and before that the Community 

Services Director. He also spent 6-years with the City 

Manager’s Office in Torrance. Foster City has 

retained executive recruitment firm Ralph Andersen 

and Associates to spearhead the city’s recruitment 

for a new City Manager following the dismissal of City 

Manager Peter Pirnejad. Kevin Miller is serving as 

Interim City Manager until the conclusion of the 

recruitment. Fred Wilson, a retired City Manager, 

presented the Ralph Anderson and Associates 

proposal. In 2017 Fred received a 35-year ICMA 

Service Award. Fred served as City Manager in 

Huntington Beach (2008-2019) and San Bernardino 

(1997-2008). Watsonville City Manager Matt Huffaker 

selected to serve as the next City Manager in the City 

of Santa Cruz.  Matt began his public service career 

as an Intern for State Senator Tom Torlakson in June 

2004. Next he worked as an Intern with the County of 

San Diego Board of Supervisors (March 2004-June 

2006). Matt went to work for the City of Walnut Creek 

in June 2006 as a Business Manager. He was elevated 

to Assistant to the City Manager (January 2012-July 

2015) and then Deputy City Manager in July 2015. 

After a little more than 10-years Matt left Walnut 

Creek to become the Assistant City Manager in 

Watsonville, and he was appointed City Manager in 

July 2018. Matt earned a BA from Point Loma 

Nazarene University and and MPA from California 

State University, East Bay. In 2013 Matt completed the 

Berkeley Executive Seminar for public policy and 

leadership at the Unverstiy of California, Berkeley. 

Clovis City Manager Luke Serpa is retiring in 

December and Assistant City Manager John Holt will 

take the position effective January 1, 2022. John has 

worked for the City of Clovis for 21-years. He worked 

for a time as City Clerk, and a Management Analyst. 

Prior to joining the Clovis city staff John was the 

Financial Services Manager for the City of Visalia for 

5-years. He retired as a Captain in the United States 

Navy. John has lived in Clovis for 30-years. Michael 

Blay, 56, a resident of Claremont, is the 10th Upland 

City Manager in the past 10-years. Mike served as the 

Assistant City Manager and Director of Development 

Services in the City of Hesperia (2016-March 2021). 

Mike takes the helm from Acting City Manager 

Stephen Parker. Steve will resume his duties as  

“Proof of Life” lunch, September 17, 2015: The 

picture being held by Ray Harris is of the late former 

City Manager William “Bill” Holt. 

 

 

Assistant City Manager and Finance Director. Mike 

worked about 20-years with the San Bernardino 

Sheriff’s Department, including time of the SWAT 

team. Artesia City Manager William “Bill” Rawlings 

submitted his resignation. Bill was hired as the Artesia 

City Manager in November 2013. He served as the 

Interim City Manager starting in May 2013. He took 

over from retired longtime City Manager Maria 

Dadian. Bill had a long tenure with the County of 

Orange (1986-2006) before he was hired as the 

Deputy City Manager and Redevelopment Director 

in the City of Vista (2007-2011) where he worked with 

City Manager Rita Geldert. He was appointed City 

Manager in the City of Menifee, replacing City 

Manager George Wentz, starting in 2011. Bill received 

a 30-year ICMA Service Award in 2018. He earned a 

BA in business administration at California State 

University, Fullerton and a Doctorate in Law from 

Western State University College of Law. Artesia 

Administrative Services Manager Melissa Burke will 

serve as Acting City Manager until future action is 

taken. When Piedmont City Administrator Sara 

Lillevand took a leave of absence to attend to family 

matters in June 2021, former City Administrator Paul 

Benoit served as the back-up. Paul already had a 

service agreement with the city for project 

management on the new municipal pool, so 

adjustments were made to it to accommodate city 

administration services. Sara became the City 

Administrator in Piedmont on July 15, 2019. With City 

Manager Bruce Pope retiring as Mount Shasta City 

Manager in July 2021, Mount Shasta Finance Director 

Muriel Howarth Terrell served as the Interim City 

Manager until new City Manager Todd Juhasz came 

to work. An attorney, Before being hired in Mt. Shasta 

in October 2016, Bruce served as the City Manager 

for the City of Isleton from February 2007 to October 

2011. Bruce earned a BS in urban studies from 

Portland State University.  

 

“Try not to add new shame to old shame!” 
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More Pieces Picked Up: Conal 

McNamara served as the Whittier 

Director of Community Development 

prior to his appointment to serve as City 

Manager in the City of La Palma in April 

2020. Conal joined the Whittier city staff 

in 2014. Conal worked as a Policy Deputy to Los 

Angeles County Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich 

(March 2000 – March 2003). He then worked for the 

County Department of Public Works for a little more 

than 5-years before being hired by 

the City of Azusa as the Assistant 

Director of Economic & Community 

Development. Conal earned two BA’s 

from the University of California, Irvine; 

one in social ecology and one in 

political science.  He also earned an 

MPA from California State University, 

Northridge. Dunsmuir City Manager Todd Juhasz is 

moving on to work as the City Manager in Mount 

Shasta. Jefferson Spencer is serving as the Interim City 

Manager in Dunsmuir while the city recruits for a City 

Manager. Todd served in the United State Air Force 

(1984-1991) before becoming a Management Intern 

in the U.S. Evironmental Protection Agency in 1998. 

After working positions in the New York City area, 

Todd took a Development Manager position with the 

Portland Development Commission in December 

2007. He was a Senior Major Capital Projects Planner 

for the Oregon Department of Transportation (2010-

2013). Todd worked as a Transportation Division 

Manager for the City of Beaverton, Oregon (2013-

2019), and after working as a consulting in 2019, he 

was hired as Dunsmuir City Manager in August, 2019.  

Former Willdan Project Manager (2005-2009) Jeff Kay 

worked for the City of San Leandro for nearly 12-years 

starting in May 2009 as a Business Development 

Analyst. Jeff became Assistant City Manager in 

October 2016 and In January 2018 he was appointed 

City Manager in San Leandro. He left San Leandro in 

December 2020, and started as the Healdsburg City 

Manager in January 2021. Jeff earned a BA from 

Vassar College and an MA from the University of 

North Carolina, Chapel Hill. Steven McClary grew up 

in Woodland Hills, and used to visit the Malibu 

beaches in the 1970s and 1980s. Steve is the new 

Malibu Interim City Manager; his first city position in 

Los Angeles County. He previously worked in city 

governments in Ventura County, including Ojai, 

Camarillo and Fillmore. Steve began his Interim City 

Manager role in May, taking over from former City 

Manager Reva Feldman. Steve worked as a 

newspaper reporter in Fillmore before he took a 

position in City Hall as Administrative Services Director 

and Deputy City Clerk (1997-2009). He went to work 

in Ojai in 2009 as Assistant to the City Manager (2009-

2013); Deputy City Manager (2013-2016); and he 

became Interim City Manager in 2016.  He served as 

the Ojai City Manager from 2016 to 2019. He worked 

as the Interim City Manager in Camarillo in 2020. 

Steve earned a BA in communications from Pacific 

Lutheran University. Yucaipa is reorganizing its 

Department of Finance following the departure of 

two senior staff members months after an employee 

was arrested for stealing from the City in 2019. City 

Manager Ray Casey is creating two new accountant 

positions and narrowing the scope of responsibility of 

the Director of Finance. The restructuring removed 

Administrative Services from the Finance 

Department. Former Office Assisstant Martha 

Amarilys Avalos was arrested in November 2019 on 

felony charges of grand theft, She pleaded “not 

guilty” and a preliminary hearing is set fo November 

18. For the past year and a half the City has 

contracted with MV Cheng & Associates to 

temporarily conduct Finance Department business.  

SHORTS: *Retired Westminster City Manager 

Eddie Manfro is serving as the Interim 

Human Resources Director in the City of 

Fullerton. *Chula Vista resident Leon P. Firsht, 

the Director of Public Works in La Mesa, is 

the new Public Services & Engineering Director in the 

City of Coronado.*Former Piper Jaffray associate 

(2004-2012) Melanie Arner Corona with Mark Curran, 

who took good care of the CCMF City Managers 

Department special dinners, is currently the Public 

Information Officer at the Gilroy Unified School 

District.*Bret Plumlee of HdL Companies, where he is 

a Principal Consultant, is a former City Manager in Los 

Alamitos and La Puente, celebrated a birthday on 

Saturday, October 30. *Artesia Administrative Analyst 

Andrew Perry is the President of the AFSCME Local 

1520 representing the city’s rank-and-file 

employees.*Jessie Flores is the City Manager in the 

City of Adelanto. *Retired Rosemead City Manager 

(1974-2002) Frank G. Tripepi served as the Interim City 

Manager in the City of La Puente from October 2008 

to December 2009.*Tammy Alcantor has served as 

the City Manager in the City of Escalon since 

February 2004; nearly 18-years. *Retired Fullerton City 

Manager Chris Meyer (2001-2010), a “Proof of Life” 

veteran, who served as the Assistant to the City 

Manager in Fullerton starting in March 1983, earned 

a BA from California State University, San Diego and 

an MPA from California State University, Fullerton. 

*Brian Mohan, Moreno Valley Assistant City Manager 

and Chief Financial Officer, began his working career 

with La-Z-Boy in July 1997 before he joined the Rialto 

city staff Finance Department in September 2000. * 


