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Kevin Chun and Patrick West at the December 

Holiday “Proof of Life” lunch in La Mirada at the 

North Woods Inn Restaurant. Pat is a retired Long 

Beach City Manager and also previously served as 

the City Manager in Paramount. Kevin recently 

served as the Lawndale City Manager and 

previously worked as the Assistant City Manager in 

Paramount, and held executive positions in La 

Cañada Flintridge and Bellflower; getting his start in 

the City of Irvine and Culver City. Pat retired from 

Long Beach in 2019 and founded Pat West LLC, 

providing a wide variety of consulting services. 

(Picture by Greg Korduner) 

 

Some Management Professionals in 

Santa Cruz County Cities 
 

Santa Cruz County, one of the original California 

counties created in 1850, is on the Pacific Coast. 

The County’s 2019 estimated population is 

273,213 people. Carlos J. Palacios is the County 

Administrative Officer. Carlos is a former 

Watsonville City Manager. He was appointed 

CAO in June 2017. Nicole Coburn was 

appointed Assistant County Administrative 

Officer in 2017.  

 

There are four incorporated cities in the County 

of Santa Cruz: Capitola, Santa Cruz, Scotts 

Valley, and Watsonville.   

 

The County seat is the City of Santa Cruz. The 

county was named “Branciforte” after the 

creek. The Spanish pueblo was founded there in 

1797. Branciforte Creek still carries the name. 

Mission Santa Cruz founded in 1791 and 

completed in 1794, was destroyed by the 1857 

Fort Tejon earthquake. 
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/   

http://www.gonsalvi.com/
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 Some Management Professionals in 

Santa Cruz County Cities 
 

Felton is a census-designated 

place (CDP) in the County of 

Santa Cruz. It was named for 

John B. Felton, a former 

Oakland Mayor, Judge and 

a San Francisco Bay area investor. The town is an 

historic logging community. Felton is at the lower 

end of the San Lorenzo Valley Logging Flume 

from Boulder Creek, which began construction 

in 1874. Felton was incorporated in March 1878 

by the State Legislature. In 1917 the Felton 

community was disincorporated by the 

Legislature,  

 

Other unincorporated towns and communities 

in the County of Santa Cruz include Aptos, Ben 

Lomond, Bonny Doon, Boulder Creek, 

Brookdale, Corralitos, Davenport, Freedom, La 

Selva Beach, Rio Del Mar, Soquel and Zayante. 

 

Members of the surfing community might know 

La Selva Beach. California State Parks owns the 

land south of the La Selva Beach community 

and a small sliver of land to the north, sometimes 

referred to as Trestles Beach. La Selva Beach is 

known for ripe tides and occasional sharks. 

There are no lifeguards there.  

 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

 

President Tany Spiegel, Ontario 

Vice President Paolo Kespradit, West Hollywood 

Secretary Dominique Samario, Menifee                                                                                                                    

 

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest associations 

of its kind in the nation. 

 

950 Glenn Drive, Suite 150                                            

Folsom, California 95630 

Telephone: 877-314-7080 

 

 

 

 
       

http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided 

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like 

the Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and 

the PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400 

clients address unfunded obligations and lower 

liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS 

is the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                            

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356 or 

kevin@kolgs.com 

 

Kevin O’Rourke, Rachael Sanders and Mitch Barker 

of the PERS professional team 

https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
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Trackdown Posse Roster                                                
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager 

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Cofounder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Garden  

Posse Roster:  
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                             

Dave Carmany, West Covina, City Manager                                                                                 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon                                                                                                                            

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

Lee C. McDougal, Retired Montclair City Manager  

Mark Scott, Lincoln Interim City Manager   

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Jeff Mathieu, Retired Big Bear Lake, City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 
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Jack A. and Susan Simpson 
www.trackdownmanagement.net 

 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

 

10 Claret                                                                                               

Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 

             Telephone: 562-896-5424 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.usi.com 

USI has developed sophisticated employee  

benefit programs for public entities for more than  

30-years.  USI helps agencies design innovative    

benefit solutions and provide benefit education  

to bargaining units. 

  
For more information contact          

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010 or 

gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                                     

 

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                              

Torrance, CA 90503    
 

 

https://www.munienvironmental.com/ 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
http://www.usi.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
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 Some Management Professionals in 

Santa Cruz County Cities 
 

Capitola grew out of what was 

Soquel Landing. The landing got 

its name from a wharf at Soquel 

Creek that dates to the 1850s. The 

wharf was used by the lumber 

industry. In 1865 the wharf was used by a 

whaling operation. In 1869 a developer decided 

to build a seaside resort.  The area became 

known as Camp Capitola. Capitola became a 

popular tourist town with many shops and 

restaurants along the shore connecting to the 

wharf and a large beach. The 2020 estimated 

Capitola population is 9,938. Jamie Goldstein is 

the City Manager and Chloe Woodmansee is 

the City Clerk.  

 

Jamie Goldstein joined the Capitola city staff as 

the Community Development Director in 

October 2008. He was appointed City Manager 

in June 2010. Previously Jamie worked for the 

County of Santa Barbara as a Senior Planner 

(2001-2005) and Deputy Director of 

Redevelopment (2005-2008). Jamie worked as a 

Wildland Firefighter for the U.S. Forest Service 

(1992-1994). He was a Special Assistant for the 

California Tahoe Conservancy (1995-1998), and 

he was a Research Associate for a private firm. 

Jamie earned a BS in atmospheric science from 

the University of California, Davis and an MS from 

the University of California, Santa Barbara. 

 

 

 

 

 
                        

 

www.mmanc.org                                                                                                                           

Monica Davis, President, Community Services Manager, 

City of Hayward                                                 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 
                                                                                                 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager 

Robert "Bob" Hinderliter,                                                                

HdL expanded and improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City Manager                             

Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s retired                  

Executive Chairman.                                                                                      

Andy Nickerson is the President.; 

Susie Woodstock and Bobby  

HdL Companies offers diverse 

services that include: allocation 

audits, economic analysis and program software 

regarding Sales Tax, and Property Tax, and 

Economic Development Services.                                        

HdL Companies services provide the revenue and 

key economic insights required to effectively lead a 

local government agency. 

Office: 120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California 

 

 

 

http://www.mmanc.org/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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http://www.nwfg.com/ 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment 

banking firm providing underwriting and financial 

advisory services to public agencies, and 

implementation of special tax methodologies. 

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates 

of Participation, and general obligation bond 

financings, tax allocation refunding, revenue and 

expense projections modeling.                                                                    

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s                               

President Pam Newcomb. 

 

 

1254 Hoover Street                                                          

Carlsbad, California 92008 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

 

 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint Powers 

Authority (JPA) helping communities 

fund critical projects. ICFA has assisted 

funding more than $500 million in critical community 

projects, from hospitals to charter schools, municipal 

utilities and housing. 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                      

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
While on a vacation trip, Pismo Beach City Manager 

Jim Lewis and his family toured the USS Alabama 

battleship and the USS Drum submarine in Mobile, 

Alabama. The 689-foot-long ship carried a war time 

compliment of 2,500 sailors. Launched in 1942, the 

WW II ship became a museum ship in 1964. 

 
 

Some Management Professionals in 

Santa Cruz County Cities 
 

Larry Laurent is Assistant to the City Manager in 

the City of Capitola. He joined the Capitol city 

staff in May 2003 as an Information Systems 

Manager. Larry was named Assistant to the City 

Manager in addition to his original responsibilities 

in January 2015. Prior to his 19-years with 

Capitola, Larry worked in the private sector 

following service as a PC/LAN Technician for the 

State of Louisiana (1994-1997) in Baton Rouge. 

Larry earned a BA in environmental studies from 

the University of California, Santa Cruz.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Willdan’s Frank Tripepi and Anthony Gonsalves chat 

at a 2011 educational event.  

http://www.nwfg.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
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Some Management Professionals in 

Santa Cruz County Cities 
 

Santa Cruz is the county seat of the County of 

Santa Cruz. Today’s city is at the site of a Spanish 

settlement established in 1791. Mission Santa 

Cruz was established in 1791, as the twelfth 

Mission in California. Elihu Anthony arrived in 

Santa Cruz in 1847 and was responsible for the 

development of the commercial downtown. 

Santa Cruz incorporated in March 1866 and 

approved a Charter in April 1876. The 2019 

estimated population is 64,608. Currently 

Rosemary Menard is serving as the Interim City 

Manager since longtime City Manager Martin 

Bernal took a well-earned retirement after 24-

years of service to the city. Bonnie Rush is the 

City Clerk and Bobby Magee is the Interim 

Finance Director.    

 

Rosemary Menard has been 

called on to serve as the Interim 

Santa Cruz City Manager while 

the recruitment is conducted to 

fill the vacancy created by the 

retirement of Martin Bernal. 

Rosemary has worked as the 

city’s Water Director since January 2014.  

Previously she worked for a consulting firm (2011-

2013), and before that she was the Water 

Resources department Director for Washoe 

County, Nevada. Before going to Reno, 

Rosemary served in various leadership positions 

in the Water Bureau of the City of Portland, 

Oregon (1995-2006). Between 1981 and 1995, 

she worked for the City of Seattle Water 

Department. Rosemary earned a BA in zoology 

and an MPA from the University of Washington.  

 

“A woman is like a tea bag – you can’t 

tell how strong she is until you put her in 

hot water.” 

---Eleanor Roosevelt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://synchronicityassociates.com/  
      

SynchroniCITY Associates: Founded upon a simple 

premise: most government related proposals are 

either destined to succeed or fail at the moment 

they are made public. 

 

Governance from smart strategy to effective 

implementation. Expert at policy and advocacy. 

 

Founded by John Russo;  
the only person in California who 

has been a City Council Member, 

a City Attorney, and a City 

Manager. 

                 
John@synchroniCITYassociates.com 

 

Telephone: 949-435-9737 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.chwlaw.us 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to 

counsel that is helpful, understandable, and fairly 

priced.                                                                                                  

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law.   

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700; 

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 

https://chwlaw.us/newsletter-library/ 

https://synchronicityassociates.com/
mailto:John@synchroniCITYassociates.com
http://www.chwlaw.us/
https://chwlaw.us/newsletter-library/
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https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 
 

Former City Administrator 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849 

          FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations.                               

 

 Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis 

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight Agent Services; 

Mortgage Program Administration Services; 

Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development.                                                                                                             

                                                                                      

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

 

 

 

 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 
 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue. 

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Avenu has California Offices in El Dorado Hills, 

Fresno, Pleasanton, Sacramento and              

Westlake Village. 

                                                                                                                  

Fran Mancia may be reached at          

559-288-7296. Fran is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).  

Some Management Professionals in 

Santa Cruz County Cities 
 

Matt Huffaker is the incoming new 

City Manager for the City of Santa 

Cruz. Matt previously served as 

the City Manager in Watsonville 

starting in July 2018. He was the 

Assistant City Manager between June 2016 and 

July 2018. Matt worked in the City of Walnut 

Creek before going to Watsonville. He joined 

that city staff in June 2006 as a Business 

Manager. In January 2012 Matt was made the 

Assistant to the City Manager, and he was 

appointed Walnut Creek Deputy City Manager 

in July 2015. Matt started his public service 

career as an Intern for California State Senator 

Tom Torlakson in 2004. Matt served as a Guest 

Lecturer at San Jose State University (2013-2015). 

He earned a BA from Point Loma Nazarene 

University and an MPA from California State 

University, East Bay. He also completed the 

executive leadership development seminar at 

the University of California, Berkeley.   

Laura Schmidt is the Santa Cruz Assistant City 

Manager. She came from Washoe County, 

Nevada in 2014 to join the city staff as Interim 

Assistant City Manager. She then worked as the 

city’s IT Director (2014-2020) and Laura was 

appointed Assistant City Manager in February 

2020. Laura earned a BA at the University of the 

Pacific.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An archive picture of former City Manager           

Jack Simpson and the late California State Senator 

Milton Marks.  

https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://www.avenuinsights.com/
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 Some Management Professionals in 

Santa Cruz County Cities 
 

Scotts Valley is named for Hiram 

Daniel Scott. He built the Greek 

revival style Scott House in 1853. 

Located behind the current City 

Hall, it is a Santa Cruz County 

Historical Trust Landmark and on the National 

Register of Historic Places. Perhaps Scotts 

Valley’s most famous resident was honored film 

director Alfred Hitchcock, who lived on an 

estate above the Vine Hill are from 1940 to 1972. 

Netflix was founded in Scotts Valley by Reed 

Hastings and Marc Randolph in 1997. The city 

incorporated in August 1966 and has a 2020 

population estimate of 12,224. Brian Haddix is 

the Interim City Manager and Tracy Ferrara is 

the City Clerk.  Kirsten Powell serves as the Scotts 

Valley City Attorney.  

 

City Manager Tina Friend recently left the City of 

Scotts Valley to become the City Manager in 

the City of Coronado. Tina became the Scotts 

Valley City Manager in 2019 after serving as the 

Assistant City Manager in Santa Cruz.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 

                                                                      

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his 

sons, Jason and Paul are expert local 

government lobbyists. The firm 

represents 50-plus cities and is a key 

player in city legislation. The firm works 

closely with the League of California 

Cities. 
 

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time  

Member of the CCMF Board of Trustees 
   

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

www.tripepismith.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coachella Valley hikers at the McCallum Grove and 

Moon Country Loop. 

https://gonsalvi.com/
http://www.tripepismith.com/
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http://rwglaw.com/ 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                    

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

 

Practical advice and well-analyzed solutions come 

from listening carefully and asking the right 

questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California 

City Management Foundation 

(CCMF).     

                         Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former               

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont,                               

Kosmont Companies serves the 

needs of cities, counties, quasi-

governmental agencies, 

developers and non-profit 

organizations including educational institutions.                                                            

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges and solutions. A 

transactional firm that takes a hands-on approach 

to economic development focused on successful 

outcomes.                              

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

Some Management Professionals in 

Santa Cruz County Cities 

 

Scotts Valley Interim City Manager 

Brian Haddix works for a 

management consulting firm. Brain 

stepped into the Interim roll in 

September 2021. He served as the 

City Administrator in the City of 

Chowchilla (2015-2019) and City Manager in 

Sanger (2010-2015). Brian served as the Chief 

Administrative Office for the County of Butte 

prior to joining the Sanger city staff. He worked 

for the California Water Institute in Fresno, and 

he served as the Tulare County CAO (2004-

2007). Brian served as the Undersecretary for the 

California State Environmental Protection 

Agency between May 1999 and January 2004. 

Brian earned a BA from the University of 

California, Santa Barbara, an MS from California 

State University, Fresno, and a JD from San 

Joaquin College of Law.  

 

www.cjpia.org 

http://rwglaw.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.cjpia.org/
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 Some Management Professionals in 

Santa Cruz County Cities 

 

In 1848, the California Gold Rush greatly 

accelerated immigration to California. Judge 

John H. Watson and D. S. Gregory laid out the 

town of Watsonville in 1852. The town 

incorporated in March 1868 and was named for 

Judge Watson. The town became the City of 

Watsonville in 1889 and the voters adopted a 

city charter in 1903. The 2019 estimate 

population is 53,856. City Manager Matt Huffaker 

is about to leave his Watsonville post to be the 

City Manager in Santa Cruz. Beatriz Vazquez 

Flores is the City Clerk. Assistant City Manager 

Tamara Vides is serving as the Interim City 

Manager during the executive recruitment for a 

new City Manager.  

 

Matt Huffaker, the Watsonville 

City Manager for the past 

three-years, will become the 

Santa Cruz City Manager on 

January 3, 2022. Tamara Vides 

has worked for the City of 

Watsonville for the past 23-

years. Tamara became the 

Deputy City Manager in 2018 and then 

appointed Assistant City Manager in October 

2020. She worked as the Assistant to the City 

Manager starting in April 2017. She joined the 

city staff as a Senior Administrative Analyst.  

Tamara earned a Master’s degree in recreation 

administration from San Jose State University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1959 Ford F-100                                                                 

Owned by retired City Manager Tom DeSantis. 

Please submit pictures of your classic vehicles for 

future issues of the newsletter.  

 

 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

  

 

 

                             

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths 

to issues facing local government. Pat can help you, 

whether you are a City Manager looking for ways to 

turn your city around, or a developer needing 

assistance navigating the complexities of the 

political and/or entitlement process.   

Pat was honored with the League 

of California Cities 2019 Wes 

McClure Award for City Managers 

of Distinction.                                                                                 

                                                          

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private partnerships.                                 

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

Cindy Czerwin is the Watsonville 

Administrative Services Director. 

Cindy worked for the City and 

County of San Francisco in the 

Office of the Controller (May 

2009-November 2010). She then 

worked as a Rate and Revenue 

Administrator for the San Francisco Public Utilities 

Commission. Cindy then worked as a Budget 

Manager and Deputy Budget Director. After 

three years with the Peace Corp in the 

Dominican Republic, Cindy joined the 

Watsonville city staff in 2017. Cindy earned a BA 

in sociology from the Illinois Wesleyan University 

and a MPP from the University of California, 

Berkeley.  

http://www.patwestllc.com/
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www.ekapr.com 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists. 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA,                        

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner  

 

 

 
Santa Clarita        

City Manager       

Ken Striplin, CCMF 

President, and 

retired City 

Manager and 

CCMF Executive 

Director                

Ken Pulskamp at 

the CCMF New and 

Future City 

Manager Seminar.  

 

Some Management Professionals in 

Santa Cruz County Cities 

 

Nathalie Manning serves as 

Deputy City Manager for the 

City of Watsonville. In 1995-1999 

Nathalie worked as a Budget 

Analyst for the King County. She 

joined the Watsonville city staff 

in January 2002 as a Senior 

Administrative Analyst. In 

January 2006 Nathalie became the Human 

Resources Manager and in July 2015 she was 

appointed Deputy City Manager. She earned a 

BA from the University of California, San Diego, 

and an MPA from the Evans School of Public 

Policy and Governance at the University of 

Washington.  

 

 

 
 

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim L. Barisic                                        

founded Brandywine in 1994.                                                    

Jim and two of his sons Brett 

Whitehead, and David Barisic                        

direct Brandywine Homes.  

 

Some of the Projects that are selling now are in the 

Cities of San Dimas, Whittier, Anaheim, and Duarte. 

Coming soon are projects in                                   

Norwalk, and Placentia.  

                                                                                       

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

Other projects coming soon: Upton in Carson,     

RTHM in Long Beach & CARSON LANDING in Carson. 

 
Brandywine Homes focuses on helping to revitalize 

established neighborhoods and convert 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    

16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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http://www.wolfhousing.com/ 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, is a housing, 

financial and insurance advisory firm that provides 

services to state and local governments, not-for-

profit corporations with a special emphasis on:                     

-Mobile home Park Acquisitions - Program     

Administration and Oversight Agent Services             

-Mortgage Program Administration Services               

-Mortgage Insurance-Product Research and 

Development                                                                  

-Continuing Disclosure Services 

 

                                                                                        

 

Wolf & Company is also capable to provide other 

services, such as:                                                         

First Time Home Buyer Programs  

Lease to Own Programs  

Down Payment Assistance Programs  

Mortgage Portfolio Management & Asset Sales  

Program Administration & Oversight Agent Services  

Strategic Consulting  

                                                                                           

Since 1993, Wolf & Company Inc., has helped 

design, market and structure single family mortgage 

revenue bond issues, whole loan sales transactions, 

taxable single family mortgage bond programs with 

down payment assistance, down payment 

assistance programs, lease to own programs and is 

a provider of mortgage bond program 

administration and oversight agent services.          

 

 

 

 

 

Wolf & Company Founder Wesley Wolf, who is a 

former City Administrator, is seen here on the left at a 

city event, and on the right with retired Norwalk City 

Manager Ernie Garcia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wolf & Company Housing and Mortgage 

Finance Programs 

   
In today’s standard assembly line, affordable 

housing, and mortgage marketplace, inevitably 

someone gets left out. We ensure that you, the client, 

are provided a housing/mortgage product or 

program drafted to your individual needs, risk 

parameters, and geographical specifications. At 

Wolf & Company, housing and mortgage products 

are designed with attentive care, and uncommon 

resources, customized specifically to meet these 

individual needs. 

 

Wolf & Company is deeply committed to long-term, 

successful business relationships based on trust and 

integrity.  
 

Please contact Wesley Wolf at 949-235-0525 or 

wesley@wolfco.net                                                   

Please visit the company website at: 

www.Wolfhousing.com 

A Sample of What We Can Do:  

Successor Agency to the El Monte Community 

Redevelopment Agency Taxable Tax Allocation 

Refunding Bonds Series 2017                                       

Estimate: $31,900,000 

The Successor Agency to the El Monte Community 

Redevelopment Agency is issuing its Series 2017. 

Wolf & Company has been appointed as Financial 

Advisor in connection with the bonds. The refunding 

was expected to close in May 2017. 

For information on the duties of the Financial Advisor 

and/or to discuss a potential financing, please 

contact Wesley Wolf at 949-235-0525  

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                              

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16 

Pomona, California 91767 

Office: 949-235-0525 

Fax: 213-741-0519 

www.Wolfhousing.com 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. is a veteran owned 

company. 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/
mailto:wesley@wolfco.net
file:///C:/Users/Jack/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.Wolfhousing.com
file:///C:/Users/Jack/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.Wolfhousing.com
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 “Proof of Life”  
Though the pandemic slowed the natural order of many things, 

including the “Proof of Life” lunches, the programs remains 

alive. The 2021 Holiday lunch was on December 2 and included 

Gary Chicots, Gregory Korduner, John Bramble, Kevin Chun, 

Pat West, Sam Olivito, Bob Dickey, Ron Molendyk, Tom 

Robinson, Jim DeStefano, Wayne Wedin, Lloyd de Llamas and 

Jack Simpson. The lunch was held at the North Woods Inn 

Restaurant in the City of La Mirada. Here is a picture of an 

earlier lunch. The one held in September 2015. 

We continue to urge the organizing of group get-togethers. 

People need the feeling of belonging. It is important! This is an 

early “Proof of Life” get together that took place on Thursday, 

September 17, 2015 at Tap's Fish House & Brewery in the City 

of Brea. Left to right: dapper retired La Mirada City Manager 

Tom Robinson; retired LASD Chief and GM of the Greater Los 

Angeles County Vector Control District, Ken Bayless; retired 

Pomona City Manager Doug Dunlap; former South El Monte 

City Manager Gary Chicots; retired Rosemead Assistant City 

Manager and former Maywood Interim City Manager Don 

Wagner; retired Arcadia City Manager Don Penman; Jack 

Simpson of Trackdown; John Bolan of Structured Finance of 

America; Ray Harris, a retired L.A. County Deputy to former 

Supervisor Don Knabe and a former Hawaiian Gardens City 

Administrator; retired veteran La Mirada City Manager Gary 

Sloan; former Artesia City Manager and Founder of 

Brandywine Homes, Jim Barisic; (standing in the rear), Bill 

Crowe, retired El Segundo Assistant City Manager and a former 

City Manager in Rosemead; Sam Olivito, retired Executive 

Director of the California Contract Cities Association; former 

Hawaiian Gardens City Administrator and Founder of Wolf & 

Company, Wes Wolf; dapper retired Rosemead City Manager 

and Senior Vice President with Willdan, Frank G. Tripepi; 

retired Huntington Park City Manager Greg Korduner; and 

retired West Covina City Manager Andy Pasmant. Ray Harris is 

holding a picture of the late-Bill Holt (looking a little like the 

late singer Buddy Holly), who used to regularly attend these 

gatherings. Bill is a retired Paramount City Manager and 

Executive Director of the California Joint Powers Insurance 

Authority. Bill was a “Proof of Life” veteran and a long-time 

ICMA member. He passed away earlier in 2015. 

Picking Up the Pieces: Regina 

Youngblood is a new Assistant City 

Manager in Hayward. She will be 

responsible for the City’s internal 

services functions, including the 

Finance, Information Technology, 

and Human Resources departments. 

Regina will join Assistant City 

Manager Jennifer Ott, who will 

continue to be responsible for the external functions. 

Regina most recently worksd as the Director of 

Human Resources for the City of Durham, North 

Carolina. Both Regina and Jennifer join with City 

Manager Kelly McAdoo to form the core of the city’s 

executive team. Michael Rogers has been chosen to 

serves as the City of Tracy’s 12th City Manager. Mike 

is currently the Deputy City Manager in Glenn 

Heights, Texas. Retired City Manager Bob Adams has 

been serving as Interim City Manager since August. 

Retired Pasadena City Manager Steve Mermell has 

bid farewell to his City Manager service with the city. 

He announced his retirement in September. He has 

been with the city for 33-years, where he began as 

an analyst with the Water and Power Department 

when he was 23-years old. He served as City 

Manager for five-years. Retired City Manager 

Cynthia Kurtz (1998-2008) will serve as Interim City 

Manager during the recruitment for a new City 

Manager. Cynthia is a past President of the City 

Managers Department of the League of Calfiornia 

Cities. Tamara Vides is the Interim City Manager 

following Watsonville City Manager Matt Huffaker’s 

resignation. Matt will be the new City Manager in the 

City of Santa Cruz. Tamara has served as the 

Watsonville Assistant City Manager since 2020, and 

the Deputy City Manager prior to that starting in 2018. 

She has worked as a member of the city staff for more 

than 20-years. Peckham & McKenney has been 

retained to help the Watsonville recruit for its next City 

Manager. Miles Slattery has served as 

the City Manager in the City of Eureka 

since December 2020. Miles first went 

to work for Eureka in March 2006 as a 

Project Manager. He worked as 

Deputy Public Works Director (2011-2013) and served 

as the Parks and Recreation Director starting in July 

2013. Miles was hired as City Manager in December 

2020. Prior to joining the Eureka city staff, Miles 

worked as a Chemist in San Diego for environmental 

monitoring and technical services (1998-2006). He 

earned a BS in fisheries biology from Humboldt State 

University. 

“Help others get ahead. You will always stand taller with 

someone else on your shoulders.” –Bob Moawad 
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More Pieces Picked Up: After voting 

to dismissed City Manager Stefan 

Chatwin, 54, the Fairfield City 

Council began its search for a new 

City Manager. Assistant City 

Manager David Gassoway is serving 

as Interim City Manager. Stefan was 

hired as the Fairfield City Manager in 

2019, prior to that he was the City 

Manager in the City of Imperial. David has been 

Assistant City Manager sine March 2020. He 

previously served an abbreviated tenure as Solvang 

City Manager in 2019. Stefan served in the United 

State Air Force (1993-1999) and left the service as an 

officer. He worked as City Manager in Santaquin, 

Utah (2004-2008) and as City Administrator in 

Hayden, Idaho (2009-2015). Yuba City is in the 

process of filling the City Manager position following 

City Manager Dave Vaughn annoucement that his 

final work day would be December 10. Dave came 

to Yuba City last February following when City 

Manager Michael Rock left the city in March 2020. 

Public Works Director Diana Langley served as Interim 

City Manager until Dave was hired. The city is in the 

process of identifying a new Interim City Manager. 

Lompoc City Manager Jim Throop is the new City 

Manager in the City of Cupertino. His first day on the 

job will be January 3, 2022. Jim has more than 23-

years of local government experience. He was the 

Lompoc City Manager for the past three years. He 

previously worked as the Chief Financial Officer of 

the City of Oxnard, Director of Administrative Services 

for Paso Robles, and the Director of Budget and 

Research for Pinal County, Arizona. He earned a BA 

in economics and an MBA from the University of 

Southern California (USC). Starting in January 2016 

Lara Christensen began serving as the Deputy City 

Manager in Atascadero. Previously Lara work a little 

more than 10-years for the City of Chino Hills between 

October 2005 and January 2016. She served as the 

Assistant City Clerk her last four years there (2012-

2016). Lara earned a BA in communications from the 

University of California, Santa Barbara and a Juris 

Doctorate from SMU Dedman School of Law. Fort 

Bragg City Manager Tabatha Miller has resigned her 

position for “personal reasons.” She says that her 

resignation has nothing to do with the Skunk Railway 

issues. Tabatha joined the City as City Manager in 

March 2018. She practiced law for several years in 

Washington State. Tabatha is a former Administrative 

Services Director for Lake Havasu City, Arizona. She is 

a Certified Public Accountant. She earned a BS in 

accounting from Northern Arizona Unversity, 

Flagstaff, and a JD from Gonzage University Law 

School in Spokane, Washington.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Former City Manager Larry J. Kosmont, founder of 

the Kosmont Companies, and Wayne Wedin is a 

management consultant and a former City 

Manager. Wayne is an MMASC past President (1965-

1966) when he was with Santa Fe Springs, and a 

past President of the City Managers Department of 

the League of California Cities (1975-1976) when he 

was the Brea City Manager. Larry was the 1980 John 

H. Nail Memorial Award winner when he was 

Assistant City Manager in the City of Seal Beach. This 

picture was taken at a “Proof of Life” lunch. The next 

“Proof of Life” lunch is planned for March 31, 2022 at 

the North Woods Inn Restaurant in La Mirada. Those 

interested in attending should let us know at: 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

 

This is former Bellflower Mayor and Council Member 

Bill Pendleton and the late retired Bellflower 

Thompson Park Pool Manager Keith Pohlman at a 

Bellflower city staff reunion.  

 

 

“You can’t make footprints in the sands of time 

if you’re sitting on your butt. And who wants to 

make buttprints in the sands of time?” 

--Bob Moawad, Edge Learning Institute 

 

mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: Hayward 

City Manager Kelly McAdoo has 

named Regina Youngblood Assistant 

City Manager to be responsible for 

internal services. Regina will join 

Assistant City Manager Jennifer Ott, 

who has responsibility for external 

functions. Regina has been serving as the Director of 

Human Resources for the City of Durham, North 

Carolina. Prior to Durham, she was the Deputy 

Director of Operations and Chief Operating Officer 

for the District of Columbia Youth and Rehabilitative 

Services Department. She worked for Dallas, Texas 

prior to that. Regina earned a BS from Southern Illinois 

University, Edwardsville, and an MA from the 

University of Texas, Arlington. Perri Storey is the new 

Communications Manager for the City of La Mesa. 

She will report to Assistant City Manager Carlo 

Tomaino. Perri previously served as the Director of 

Communications for the San Diego Fourth 

Councilmanic District beginning in January 2019. Prior 

to that she worked for the City of San Diego in various 

public information and community outreach position 

from 2009 to 2015.  

SHORTS: *Lisa Hughes of the City of Anaheim City 

Manager’s Office, who began her public service 

career in Bellflower, is retiring this month. *Jeffry Allred 

is a former Rosemead  and Norco City Manager and 

a former President/CEO for the San Gabriel Valley 

Economic Partnership (SGVEP).*Merced County 

Executive Officer James Brown will retired in early 

2022.*While taking a stroll on Main Street in Seal 

Beach, retired City Manager Greg Korduner and his 

wife Karen “bumped” into former City Manager and 

HdL founder Robert Hinderliter walking his brothers 

dog.*Former Bellflower Mayor and Council Member 

Randy Bomgaars, who is a past President of the 

California Contract Cities Association, was a teacher 

with the Bellflower Unified School District for nearly 50-

years starting in September 1972. *Rosemary Menard, 

who has served as the Santa Cruz Water Director 

starting in January 2014, has served as the Interim City 

Manager with the retirement of Santa Cruz City 

Manager Martin Bernal.*Dr. Ken Striplin, City 

Manager for the City of Santa Clarita, is the President 

of the Board of Trustees for the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF). *Karen Herrera, 

after retiring from the City of Duarte after working 

there for more than 23-years, is now an Independent 

Consultant. *La Cañada Flintridge Assistant City 

Manager Carl Alameda, a past President of MMASC 

(2009-2010), since January 2018 has served as an 

Adjunct Professor at the University of Southern 

California (USC) – Sol Price School of Public Policy.  

 

 

 

http://www.contractcities.org 

Marcel Rodarte,                                

Executive Director 

President Mark Waronek of Lomita                                            

 

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

 

Sacramento Legislative Tour January 10-12, 2022 

Sheraton Grand Hotel, Sacramento 

*Cynthia Czerwin, who since August 2017 served as 

the Administrative Service Director in Watsonville, 

earned a BA from Illinois Wesleyan University and an 

MPP from the University of California, Berkeley. *Peter 

Cosentini, Jeff Jones, and Ricardo Noguera were the 

final three in the Arvin City Manager City Manager 

position recruitment. *Former City Manager Debbie 

Kurita is currently serving as the Interim Community 

Development Director for the City of 

Westminster.*Denise Pennell, wife of retired Wasco 

City Manager and former Interim City Manager in 

McFarland, St. Helena and Fillmore Larry F. Pennell, 

celebrated a Happy Birthday on Monday, November 

22, 2021. *Lompoc Management Services Director 

Dean Albro is the new Lompoc City Manager. *Greg 

Larson has concluded his service as the Cupertino 

Interim City Manager. 

 

www.rawperformancesc.com 

 

Special group sessions for sports teams, police and 

fire departments or other groups may be arranged. 
                                   

Raw Performance Coach/Owner  

William Ha, CSCS, earned his BS in 

Kinesiology from California State 

University, Long Beach. He is a certified 

strength and conditioning coach. 

       

Call: 714-335-4436 

10579 Bloomfield Avenue                                            

Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

http://www.contractcities.org/
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/

