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Here are former City Manager Don Duckworth and 

Rebecca Schmitt at the Del Rey Yacht Club 

Installation dinner. Don says that it was the perfect 

opportunity to dress up and set the tone for the 

Holiday Season. He recommends it! Don is a Public 

Entrepreneurial Management Consultant through 

Duckworth Consulting these days. Don’s long and 

storied career includes service as a former City 

Manager in Visalia, Arcadia and Calabasas. He also 

held positions in Santa Clarita, San Clemente, 

Oceanside and Simi Valley.  

 

Some Management 

Professionals in Solano 

County Cities 
 

Solano County, one of the original California 

counties created in 1850, is named for Chief 

Solano of the Suisun people, a Native American 

tribe of the region. The City of Fairfield is the 

county seat, though Vallejo is the county’s 

largest city. The 2019 estimated populations of 

Solano County is 447,643.  

 

There are seven incorporated cities in Solano 

County: Benicia, Dixon, Fairfield, Rio Vista, Suisun 

City, Vacaville and Vallejo.   

 

Birgitta E. Corsello is the Solano County 

Administrator. Former County Administrator 

Michael D. Johnson retired from that post 

following a 19-year tenure in April 2011. Birgitta 

replaced Mike. She is the former Director of the 

Department of Resources Management. The 

Solano County Sheriff/Coroner is Thomas A. 

Ferrara.  

       /    

   
 

/ 

 

 http 
 / 

http 

 

http http://www.ocsec.com/ 

/   

http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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Some Management Professionals in 

Solano County Cities 
 

Benicia is located on the shoreline of the North 

Bay region of San Francisco Bay. The estimated 

2020 population of Benicia is 27,131. The city was 

founded in May 1847 by Dr. Robert Semple, 

Thomas O. Larkin and Comandante General 

Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo. It was named for 

the General’s wife. The story goes that in 

February 1848, first word of the gold found at 

Sutter’s Mill was leaked at a Benicia tavern, 

starting the California Gold Rush. The city 

became one of the first to incorporate in March 

1850. Erik Upson is the City Manager and Mario 

Giuliani is the Deputy City Manager. Bret Prebula 

is the Benicia Finance Director. 

 

Professional law enforcement executive Erik 

Upson was appointed City Manager for the City 

of Benicia in January 2021. He previously served 

as the Benicia Chief of Police and took the City 

Manager post as “Interim” before his 

appointment as City Manager. Erik took over 

after City Manager Lorie Tinfow stepped down 

in September, after completing three years of 

service. The former police Chief joined the 

Benicia Police Department in 2015 after 17-years 

with the Berkeley Police Department, where he 

served as a Captain. He joined the U. S. Army 

following his high school graduation and served 

8-years in the Army and Army National Guard. 

Erik worked for the Berkeley Police Department 

for 18-years. He earned a BA from the University 

of California, Berkeley, and a Master’s degree 

from California State University, Long Beach. 

 

Former Lake Elsinore              

City Manager                          

Ron Molendyk (1984-1997) 

at the 2021 “Proof of Life” 

Holiday lunch. Ron always 

noted that the 

community’s health is tied 

to a healthy lake.  

 

 

 

 
http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

  

 

 

                             

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths 

to issues facing local government. Pat can help you, 

whether you are a City Manager looking for ways to 

turn your city around, or a developer needing 

assistance navigating the complexities of the 

political and/or entitlement process.   

Pat was honored with the League 

of California Cities 2019 Wes 

McClure Award for City Managers 

of Distinction.                                                                                 

                                                          

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private partnerships.                                 

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

 

President Tany Spiegel, Ontario 

Vice President Paolo Kespradit, West Hollywood 

Secretary Dominique Samario, Menifee                                                                                                                    

 

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest associations 

of its kind in the nation. 

http://www.patwestllc.com/
https://www.mmasc.org/
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www.ekapr.com 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists. 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA,                        

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner  

 

 

 

 

 

www.mmanc.org 

                                                                                

Monica Davis, President, Community Services 

Manager, City of Hayward  

Elizabeth Dallman, Vice President, Management 

Analyst, County of San Mateo  

Some Management Professionals in 

Solano County Cities 
 

Silveyville was founded as a near-halfway point 

between the Pacific Coast and the gold fields 

near Sacramento during California’s Gold Rush 

in 1849. The town moved with the railroad miss it, 

and the original city was named “Dicksville” for 

Thomas Dickson. When the first rail shipment of 

merchandise arrived from San Francisco in 1872, 

it was mistakenly addressed to “Dixon.” The 

name stuck. Dixon incorporated in March 1878. 

The estimated 2020 population is 18,988. Jim 

Lindley is the City Manager, Brandi Alexander is 

the Senior Administrative Clerk and Krjstin 

Janisch is the Interim Elected City Clerk.  

 

Jim Lindley began his public service career as a 

Member of the Hesperia City Council (1998-

2006). He was hired as the Director of Public 

Health in San Bernardino in 2005.  Jim left San 

Bernardino in 2010 to become the City Manager 

in the City of Dunsmuir. Jim left his Dunsmuir 

position in 2012. He started as the Dixon City 

Manager in March 2012.  He took over for Dixon 

Chief of Police Jon Cox who served as Acting 

City Manager following City Manager Nancy 

Huston’s resignation.  In 2017 Jim received a 20-

year ICMA Service Award. Jim earned a BA in 

economics and an MPA from California State 

University, San Bernardino. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.contractcities.org 

Marcel Rodarte,                                

Executive Director 

President Mark Waronek of Lomita                                            

 

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

 

Sacramento Legislative Tour January 10-12, 2022 

Sheraton Grand Hotel, Sacramento 

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
http://www.mmanc.org/
http://www.contractcities.org/
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Trackdown Posse Roster                                                
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager 

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Cofounder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Garden  

Posse Roster:  
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                             

Dave Carmany, West Covina, City Manager                                                                                 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon                                                                                                                            

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

Lee C. McDougal, Retired Montclair City Manager  

Mark Scott, Lincoln Interim City Manager   

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Jeff Mathieu, Retired Big Bear Lake, City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

                                                                        
 

City Manager Newsletter                                         

by Trackdown Management 
                                                                                                         

Jack A. and Susan Simpson 
www.trackdownmanagement.net 

 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

 

10 Claret                                                                                               

Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 

             Telephone: 562-896-5424 

 

https://www.munienvironmental.com/ 

 

 

http://www.nwfg.com/ 

 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment 

banking firm providing underwriting and financial 

advisory services to public agencies, and 

implementation of special tax methodologies. 

                                                                                              

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates 

of Participation, and general obligation bond 

financings, tax allocation refunding, revenue and 

expense projections modeling.                                                                    

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s                               

President Pam Newcomb 

                                                                        

1254 Hoover Street                                                                                  

Carlsbad, California 92008                                                                                         

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
http://www.nwfg.com/
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Some Management Professionals in 

Solano County Cities 
 

Nancy Huston served as the Dixon City Manager 

between 2008 and 2011. She then became an 

Assistant County Administrator for the County of 

Solano. Nancy began her public service career 

with the City of Fairfield in 1989 as a 

Management Analyst.  She became the 

Administrative Services Officer in 1992 and was 

then appointed Assistant City Manager in 1996; 

first as “Interim.” Nancy earned a BA from the 

University of California, Davis and a Masters from 

the University of San Francisco. In 2013 Nancy 

received a 25-yfear ICMA Service Award 

 

Fairfield is the county seat of Solano County. Its 

estimated 2019 population is 117,133. David 

Gassaway is serving as Interim City Manager, 

and the elected City Clerk is Karen L. Rees.  

 

Fairfield City Manager Stefan T. Chatwin was 

appointed in December 2019 and he was 

dismissed In November 2021. He previously 

served as the City Manager in the City of 

Imperial (2016-2019). He was City Administrator 

in Hayden, Idaho (2009-2015), and City 

Manager in Santaquin, Utah (2004-2008). He 

served in the U.S. Air Force from 1993 to 1999. He 

earned a BA in international relations from 

Brigham Young University. In 2013 he received a 

10-year ICMA Service Award 

www.rawperformancesc.com 

Special group sessions for sports teams, police and 

fire departments or other groups may be arranged. 
                                   

Raw Performance Coach/Owner 

William Ha, CSCS, earned his BS in Kinesiology from 

California State University, Long Beach. He is a 

certified strength and conditioning coach. 

Call: 714-335-4436 
10579 Bloomfield Avenue                                             

Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

 

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim L. Barisic                                        

founded Brandywine in 1994.                                                    

Jim and two of his sons Brett 

Whitehead, and David Barisic                        

direct Brandywine Homes.  

 

Some of the Projects that are selling now are in the 

Cities of San Dimas, Whittier, Anaheim, and Duarte. 

Coming soon are projects in                                   

Norwalk, and Placentia.  

                                                                                       

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

Brandywine Homes focuses on helping to revitalize 

established neighborhoods and convert 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    

16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

http://rwglaw.com/ 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                    

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

Practical advice and well-analyzed solutions come 

from listening carefully and asking the right 

questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California 

City Management Foundation 

(CCMF).     

                         Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
http://rwglaw.com/
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www.cjpia.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former               

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont,                               

Kosmont Companies serves the 

needs of cities, counties, quasi-

governmental agencies, 

developers and non-profit 

organizations including educational institutions.                                                                                 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges and solutions. A 

transactional firm that takes a hands-on approach 

to economic development focused on successful 

outcomes.                              

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

Some Management Professionals in 

Solano County Cities 
 

Assistant City Manager-Community 

Development David Gassaway is 

serving as Interim City Manager in 

Fairfield during the recruitment for a 

new City Manager. David began his career as 

an Intern in Rancho Cordova in 2009. He was 

hired as a Management Analyst on the Rancho 

Cordova city staff (2009-2013). In 2013 David 

became the Assistant to the City Manager in 

Rancho Cordova.  In 2016 he joined the city staff 

in Indian Wells as the Community Development 

Director (2016-2019). He served as the City 

Manager in Solvang for a brief tenure in 2019. 

Following a special assignment in Pismo Beach 

with City Manager Jim Lewis, David was 

appointed Assistant City Manager in Fairfield in 

March 2020. David earned a BA from San Diego 

State University and an MPA from the University 

of San Francisco.  

www.tripepismith.com 

http://www.cjpia.org/
http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.tripepismith.com/
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Some Management Professionals in 

Solano County Cities 
 

Rio Vista is in the Sacramento River 

Delta region. It was incorporated 

in December 1893. Between 1911 

and 1992 Rio Vista was home to 

the United States Army Reserve Center, Rio Vista. 

The 2019 estimated population of Rio Vista is 

9,718. The City Manager is Robert E. Hickey Jr. 

and Jose Jasso is the Assistant City Manager 

and the City Clerk. 

 

Robert E. Hickey served as the City of Live Oak 

(1999-2007), Colusa (2007-2008) and Gridley 

(2008-2015). Bob served in the United States air 

Force from 1974 to 1997. He earned as B S in 

operations management from Embry-Riddle 

University. Bob officially joined the Rio Vista staff 

as City Manager in June 2016.   

 

 

 

 

 

                                              
https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 

 

Former City Administrator 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849 

                           FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations.                               

 

 Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis 

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight Agent Services; 

Mortgage Program Administration Services; 

Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development.                                                                                                             
                                                                                      

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

Raymond R. Cruz explains: Tom Bakaly is the first 

person I met at our USC orientation 35-years ago at 

the School of Public Administration. We were both 

working on receiving our MPA’s and became 

roommates for two years on beach front property in 

a house at Sunset Beach in Orange County. With 

dreams of becoming City Managers, we started our 

careers as analysts in the neighboring cities of 

Glendale and Pasadena. Tom became a City 

Manager first in Park City, Utah and then came back 

to California to become City Manager in Hermosa 

Beach. I soon after became City Manager in Rolling 

Hills and we were now together as CMs in the South 

Bay. After all these years, we are still very close friends 

and Tom is now the Executive Director of the Beach 

Cities Health District and I am the City Manager of the 

City of Santa Fe Springs. Here we are doing what we 

both love, hanging together and talking about old 

times and rooting for our USC Trojans. Fight on! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 

                                                                      

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his 

sons, Jason and Paul are expert local 

government lobbyists. The firm 

represents 50-plus cities and is a key 

player in city legislation. The firm works 

closely with the League of California 

Cities. 
 

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time  

Member of the CCMF Board of Trustees 
   

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://gonsalvi.com/
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www.chwlaw.us 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to 

counsel that is helpful, understandable, and fairly 

priced.                                                                                                  

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law.   

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700; 

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 

https://chwlaw.us/newsletter-library/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

 

 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint Powers 

Authority (JPA) helping communities 

fund critical projects.                                  

 

ICFA has assisted funding more than $500 million in 

critical community projects, from hospitals to charter 

schools, municipal utilities and housing. 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                      

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

 

Some Management Professionals in 

Solano County Cities 
 

Suisun City was founded in the 1850s. Its location 

made it ideal for California Gold Rush 

transportation. In 1858 the city was connected 

to the First Transcontinental Railroad at 

Sacramento. Suisun City incorporated in 

October 1868. Its 2019 estimated population is 

29,663. Greg Folsom is the City Manager and 

Donna Pock is the Deputy City Clerk.  

 

Greg Folsom served four-years as the City 

Manager in the City of Clearlake (2015-2019). He 

previously worked for Stockton and the County 

of Riverside. He also served as an appointed 

Planning Commissioner in the City of Menifee in 

2015. He was appointed City Manager in Suisun 

City in April 2019. Greg earned a BS from San 

Jose State University and an MBA from the 

Marshall School of Business at the University of 

Southern California (USC).  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 
 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue.                     

 

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Avenu has California Offices in El Dorado Hills, 

Fresno, Pleasanton, Sacramento and              

Westlake Village. 

                                                                                                                  

Fran Mancia may be reached at          

559-288-7296. Fran is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).  

 

http://www.chwlaw.us/
https://chwlaw.us/newsletter-library/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
https://www.avenuinsights.com/
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 Some Management Professionals in 

Solano County Cities 
 

Vacaville was incorporated in August 1892. The 

community became home to many large 

produce companies and local farms. The 2020 

estimated population is 102,385. Doesn’t seem 

appropriate to write about the City of Vacaville 

without mentioning retired City Manager John 

Thompson (1984-2003). John served as the 

President of the City Managers’ Department of 

the League of California Cities (2000-2001). The 

current City Manager is Aaron Busch, and the 

City Clerk is Michelle Thornbrugh.  

 

Aaron Busch was appointed Vacaville City 

Manager in April 2020. He first served as the 

Interim City Manager following the dismissal of 

City Manager Jeremy Craig. He became the 

Assistant City Manager in May 2017. Aaron had 

previously worked in the cities of Rancho 

Mirage, Roseville, Yuba City and Rancho 

Cordova. He earned a BA in geography from 

Fresno State University.  

 

Dawn Leonardini is the Vacaville Assistant City 

Manager. In April 2020 Dawn stepped up from 

her position as the Director of Administrative 

Services.  

 

 

 

 

                                

 

                                  

I saw the cool Ford pick-up in the last issue of the 

newsletter. This was my post retirement project. A fully 

restored stock 5 window 1950 Chevy pick-up. That is my 

granddaughter getting a ride home from school. Cheers 

for the Holidays.                                                                                  

--Jim Marshall, Retired Merced City Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided 

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like 

the Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and 

the PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400 

clients address unfunded obligations and lower 

liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS 

is the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                            

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356 or 

kevin@kolgs.com 

 

Kevin O’Rourke, Rachael Sanders and Mitch Barker 

of the PERS professional team 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
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https://synchronicityassociates.com/  
      

SynchroniCITY Associates: Founded upon a simple 

premise: most government related proposals are 

either destined to succeed or fail at the moment 

they are made public. 

 

Governance from smart strategy to effective 

implementation. Expert at policy and advocacy. 

 

Founded by John Russo;  
the only person in California who 

has been a City Council Member, 

a City Attorney, and a City 

Manager. 

                 
John@synchroniCITYassociates.com 

 

Telephone: 949-435-9737 

 

 

 

 

www.usi.com 

USI has developed sophisticated employee  

benefit programs for public entities for more than  

30-years.  USI helps agencies design innovative    

benefit solutions and provide benefit education  

to bargaining units. 

  
For more information contact          

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010 or 

gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                                     

 

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                              

Torrance, CA 90503    

Some Management Professionals in 

Solano County Cities 
 

GeorgeAnne Meggers-Smith js the 

Vacaville Deputy City Manager. 

GeorgeAnne began her working 

career in the private sector in May 

1997 as a Customer Service 

Manager for a beauty business in 

Benicia. She worked as an 

Executive Assistant for the University of 

California, Davis in 2005-2007 before joining the 

Vacaville city staff in March 2007 as a 

Management Analyst in Community Services. In 

2017 she moved to Administrative Services, and 

in July 2020 she took a Program Manager 

position in the City Manager’s Office.  In April 

2021 GeorgeAnne was promoted to Deputy 

City Manager. She earned a BS in business 

administration with a finance concentration 

and an MS from California State University, 

Sacramento.      

 

Retired City Managers John Bramble and                

Gregory D. Korduner on a recent visit to the 

Peterson Automotive Museum in Los Angeles. John 

retired as the City Manager in the City of Merced in 

2015. He previously served as City Manager in 

Brighton, Colorado where he left to come to 

Merced in 2008. Greg most recently in 2013 served 

as Interim City Manager in Los Alamitos.  He 

previously retired as City Manager in the City of 

Huntington Park. Greg also previously served as City 

Manager in El Monte and South El Monte. Both John 

and Greg have been supporters and participants in 

the “Proof of Life” program. Greg has served as the 

venue manager for “Proof of Life.”  

https://synchronicityassociates.com/
mailto:John@synchroniCITYassociates.com
http://www.usi.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
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Some Management Professionals in 

Solano County Cities 
 

Vallejo is named for Don 

Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo; a 

California general and 

statesman. Benicia is named 

for his wife. The city sits on the 

northeastern shore of San 

Pablo Bay. Vallejo was 

incorporated as a city in March 1868. The 2019 

estimated population is 121,692. Mike Malone is 

the Interim City Manager, and the City Clerk is 

Dawn Abrahamson. The City Attorney is 

Veronica A.F. Nebb. 

 

Mike Malone worked for the San Jose Water 

Company for nearly 20-years. He began as a 

Maintenance Worker and advanced to many 

other positions, including water meter reader, 

system operator, relief water treatment operator 

and service inspector. Mike joined the City of 

Sacramento water department and served as 

Operations Manager, Water Distribution 

Superintendent and Field Services Division 

Manager. He joined the City of Vallejo Water 

Department in April 2017 where he served as the 

Director of the Water Department. Mike is a U. S. 

Navy veteran and earned a BA in management 

from St. Mary’s College.  

 

Rekha Nayar joined the City of Vallejo staff as 

the Deputy Finance Director in October 2016. 

She was appointed Finance Director in March 

2019, after serving as Interim Director in 2019. 

Rekha is a Certified Public Accountant (CPA). 

She earned a BA in economics and statistics 

from Fergusson College and an MBA from 

Savitribai Phule Pune University.  

 

Gillian Hayes is the Interim Assistant City 

Manager in the City of Vallejo since July 2021. 

She joined the city staff in October 2019 as 

Planning and Development Services Director. 

She worked for a private civil engineering 

company in Healdsburg prior to that. She also 

previously worked as City Planner in Santa Rosa 

(2005-2012). She has a BA from California State 

University, Sacramento.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 
                                                                                                 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager 

Robert "Bob" Hinderliter,                                                                

HdL expanded and improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City Manager                             

Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s retired                  

Executive Chairman.                                                                                      

Andy Nickerson is the President.; 

Susie Woodstock and Bobby  

HdL Companies offers diverse 

services that include: allocation 

audits, economic analysis and program software 

regarding Sales Tax, and Property Tax, and 

Economic Development Services.                                        

HdL Companies services provide the revenue and 

key economic insights required to effectively lead a 

local government agency. 

Office: 120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At the July 29-30, 2021 CCMF Board of Trustees 

meeting Bob Gamble, Paul Arevalo, and Reva Feldman 
were thanked for their tenure on the Board. Bob and 

Reva are leaving the Board while Paul will remain on in 
a new role.  

https://www.cacitymanagers.org/ 

 

Ken Striplin, President 

Justin Hess, Vice President 

Aaron Adams, Secretary/Treasurer 

 
 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://www.cacitymanagers.org/
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http://www.gonsalvi.com/ 
 

 

925  L  Street, Suite 250  

Sacramento, California 95814 

Telephone: (916) 441-0597  

FAX No. (916) 441-5061                              

Email address:  gonsalves@gonsalvi.com 

 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son has more than 30-years of 

experience successfully representing clients before 

the California State Legislature and California State 

Departments. Every day the firm’s principals and staff 

are committed to their clients' best interest. The firm 

works hard and effectively to help move their clients 

toward their goals. Joe A. Gonsalves & Son provide 

personal, professional representation in an honest, 

legal, and ethical manner. Anthony, Jason and Paul 

Gonsalves turn opportunities into results, ideas into 

realities and expertise into success for those they 

represent. 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son was founded by former 

Assemblyman Joe A. Gonsalves, in 1975. Joe served 

in the California State Assembly from 1962 through 

1974. Prior to that he served on the Dairy Valley City 

Council, including two years as Dairy Valley Mayor. 

The City of Dairy Valley is now the City of Cerritos. The 

firm is led by Anthony D. Gonsalves and includes two 

of sons Jason A. Gonsalves and Paul A. Gonsalves.  

Anthony D. Gonsalves joined Joe A. 

Gonsalves & Son in January 1977. 

Anthony previously served as a 

member of the California State 

Senate staff for a year and a half. 

The political process in the State 

Capitol is exceedingly complex, with 

more than three decades of 

experience, Anthony has had the 

opportunity to master such 

complexities. Anthony is widely recognized as one of 

Sacramento's most successful lobbyists with the 

longest tenure. He is also a member of the CCMF 

Board of Trustees. 

In December 1998, Jason A. Gonsalves, joined Joe A. 

Gonsalves & Son. This gave Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

the proud distinction of being the first California 

lobbying firm to have three generations of legislative 

advocates in one firm at the same time. This 

distinction continued until Joe passed away in July 

2000. Jason has forged a reputation by successfully 

representing many clients before the Legislature and 

with various state department and agencies in the 

areas of local government finance, utilities and 

commerce, public employees' retirement, workers' 

compensation, telecommunications, and conflict of 

interest issues.  

In October 2004, Jason’s brother, Paul A. Gonsalves, 

joined Joe A. Gonsalves & Son. Previously, Paul 

served as a Legislative Aide to Assembly Member 

Rudy Bermudez. Paul earned a BA in Political Science 

with a minor in Public Administration from San Diego 

State University.  

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son represents more cities than 

any other California contract lobbying firm. With 50 

plus client cities spread throughout California, a 

growing number of Legislators are prior members of 

the "Gonsalves Family of Cities".  

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son continues the proud tradition 

of being one of the more prominent and successful 

firms in Sacramento.  

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son Services:                 

Successful, Strategic Legislative and Regulatory 

Advocacy, Governmental Relations and Grant 

Funding:  

Describing Joe A. Gonsalves & Son, the late 

California State Senator Ken Maddy coined the 

description: "The Gonsalvi." When asked what he 

meant by the nickname, Senator Maddy responded 

"It's like alumni, when you guys are working an issue, 

you are everywhere." Members of the Legislature 

continue to refer to the firm as "The Gonsalvi." When 

considering retaining a professional legislative 

representation firm, it is recommended that 

Legislators be asked about the Joe A. Gonsalves & 

Son firm.  

The firm operates on a very personal...family...and 

professional level, always working hard to 

accomplish client goals.  Joe Gonsalves once told a 

LA Times writer: "Lobbyist are like parachutes.  You 

don't need them very often, but when you need 

them, they'd better work."  

http://www.gonsalvi.com/
mailto:gonsalves@gonsalvi.com
http://www.assembly.ca.gov/
http://www.sen.ca.gov/
http://www.sen.ca.gov/
http://www.ca.gov/
http://www.legislature.ca.gov/
http://www.gonsalvi.com/clients.html
http://www.gonsalvi.com/clients.html
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Picking Up the Pieces: Vallejo Public 

Works Director Terrance Davis is the 

second Interim Assistant City 

Manager along with Gillian Hayes to 

work with Vallejo Interim City 

Manager Mike Malone. Terrance is a 

former Assistant City Manager for the 

City of Compton. Prior to joining the 

Vallejo city staff he served as the 

Public Works Division Manager in Sacramento. He 

earned a BA from the University of Washington and a 

Master’s from the City University of Seattle. Walnut 

City Manager Rob M. Wishner has announced that 

he will retire effective February 1. Rob has served as 

the Walnut City Manager since November 2006 

when he took over after City Manager Jeff Parker 

accepted the Claremont City Manager job, and 

Finance Director Chris Londo served as Interim City 

Manager. Rob previously worked as a Special 

Projects Manager for the City of Chino and as 

Assistant City Manager and City Manager for San 

Marino. Rob is a past President of the San Gabriel 

Valley City Managers’ Association. He began his 

public service career as an Administrative Intern in 

Walnut. Rob is a graduate of Coronado High School 

and California State University, Fullerton. Livermore 

City Manager Marc Roberts has announced his 

retirement in June 2022. Marc has served on the 

Livermore city staff for 35-years. He has been the City 

Manager for the past 10-years. He came to the City 

as an Assistant Planner, and after being promoted to 

Associate Planner he was made a Special Project 

Coordinator in 1995. In 1997 Marc was appointed 

Assistant to the City Manager and in 2000 he 

became the Community Development Director. 

Marc was appointed City Manager in 2012. Longtime 

Downey City Manager Gilbert Livas has been 

dismissed according to news reports. Gilbert came to 

Downey in 2007 as the Communiity Development 

Director. He was promoted to Assisttant City 

Manager in 2010 and he took over as City Manager 

following the retirement of City Manager Gerald 

Caton in 2011. Santa Clara City Manager Deanna 

Santana, who at $448,000 has the highest City 

Manager base salary pay in the State, has reportedly 

“Lawyered Up” to proceed to suppport her demands 

of a COLA raise. The COLA is separate from merit 

increases, which are at the discretion of the Council. 

Reportedly, to anyone’s knowledge, the City Council 

has never refused to grant a City Manager the same 

COLAs as other unclassified management personel. 

Deanna is an at-will employee, but if her serverance 

is “Involuntary,” her employment agreement 

provides that she will receive nine months salary and 

health insurance benefits.   

Trackdown Grandson Tyler plays with the University 

of Michigan Band that will be featured at the 

Orange Bowl with the Wolverine football team. 

Go Blue! 

 

Sacramento City Manager Howard Chan selected 

27-year law enforcement veteran Kathy Lester to be 

the new Chief of Police for the Sacramento Police 

Department. She is being promoted from the position 

of Deputy Chief of Operations. Kathy will take her 

new post at the end of the year following the 

retirement of Chief Daniel Hahn. Kathy joined the 

Sacramento Police Department in 1994 as a 

dispatcher, became a community service officer in 

1995 and then a sworn officer in 1996. She earned a 

BA from Sacramento State University and a Master’s 

Degree from Mississippi State University in the 

geosciences. Rocklin Chief of Police Rustin Banks 

began his law enforcement career in January 2005 

with the Solano County Sheriff’s Department. He rose 

to the rank of Captain in the Sheriff’s Department. He 

was the Interim Police Chief in Rio Vista from 

September 2019 to February 2020. Rocklin City 

Manager Aly Zimmermann notes that the new Chief 

is a U. S. Marine Corps veteran, and holds numerous 

certificates relating to law enforcement. San Jose 

Chief Information Officer Rob Lloyd has been 

promoted to the position of Deputy City Manager. 

Rob is a frequent speaker at industry conferences 

and forums. He works closely with City Manager 

Jennifer Maguire. Rob earned a BA in sociology and 

public administration from Beloit College and an 

MBA from the University of Colorado. Rob is a past 

President of MIX, a national association of local 

government technology leaders. With Huntington 

Beach City Manager Oliver Chi becoming the new 

Irvine City Manager, a retired Irvine City Manager, 

Sean J. Joyce, has been retained as Interim City 

Manager for Huntington Beach. Sean retired as the 

City Manager for the City of Irvine in 2018 (2006-2018), 

and he served as the City Manager in South 

Pasadena before that (1996-2004). Since his 

retirement, Sean served as the Interim City Manager 

in South Pasadena. He began his public service 

career as an Administrative Assistant in the City of 

Walnut (1987-1989).  
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Susan Simpson and former City Manager              

Jack Simpson pose by the Bobby Davis, Jr.          

World of Outlaws sprint car that was Crew Chiefed 

by Kenny Woodruff. Bobby Davis won the 1989 

World of Outlaws Championship in this car. 

 

More Pieces Picked Up: 

Within a day following the 

resignation of City Clerk Myla 

Rahman in the City of Carson 

after just hours on the job, the 

City’s Director of Human 

Resources was dismissed and City Manager Sharon 

Landers was placed on administrative leave. Director 

of Human Resources and Risk Management Faye 

Moseley, 61, was terminated after a quilty verdict on 

embezzelment charges related to a non-profit 

organization. Assistant City Manager David Roberts 

was named Interim City Manager during a Special 

December 9 meeting of the City Council. Khaleah 

Bradshaw was name City Clerk. Khaleah was the 

Associate Director of External and Community 

Relations for California State University, Dominguez 

Hills. Clovis City Manager John Holt and retiring City 

Manager Luke Serpa jointly announced the 

appointment of Andrew Haussler as the new Clovis 

Assistant City Manager effective January 1, 2022. 

Andrew has worked for the city the past 15-years in 

various positions, including Deptuy City Manger. 

Before joining the Clovis city staff, Andrew served as 

a Senior Staff Analyst for the County of Fresno (2002-

2006). He earned a BA and an MBS from Fresno 

Pacific University. Cornelius “Con” Johnson has been 

retained as the Interim City Manager for the City of 

Antioch. Administrative Services Director Nickie 

Mastay noted that the appointment was 

conditioned on a successful background check. 

Con will replace Antioch City Manager Ron Bernal 

who announced his intent to retire in September. 

Con is a former San Francisco Police Captain. He 

earned a BA and MPA from the University of San 

Francisco.  

“Quality begins on the inside…                                

then works its way out.”  

---Bob Moawad 

 

 

Retired Lakeport City Manager Randy L. Johnsen, 

who has served as an “interim” city manager serveral 

times since, is now serving as the City Manager in the 

City of Yreka. Randy started as the Yreka Interim City 

Manager on July 6, 2021. Finance and Administrative 

Services Director Rhetta Hogan presented the 

agreement for “interim” services to the City Council. 

Randy earned a BA from Occidental College and an 

MPA from California State University, Long Beach. 

Yreka City Manager Steve Baker announced his 

retirement in April 2021. He served as the Yreka City 

Manager for more than 11-years (February 2010-April 

2021). Steve is a former City Manager in Suisun City 

(1988-2004). Randy earned a BA from Occidental 

College and a Masters from California State 

University, Long Beach. In 2006 Randy received a 35-

year ICMA Service Award.   

Skiers have been hitting the powder on the premier 

slopes. This is a scene taken at Palisades Tahoe. The 

picture was taken by Jill Vinsonhaler Meyer. Jill is 

formerly with the Joe A. Gonsalves & Son team. 

 

  

“Proof of Life” 

The importance of developing a cadre of friends 

who are or were city managers continues after the 

job is done. The next Southern California               

“Proof of Life” lunch will be:  Thursday, March 31, 

2022 at Clearman’s North Woods Inn Restaurant at 

14305 Firestone Blvd., La Mirada, CA  90638. 

We will gather at 11:30 am and have lunch at 12. 

RSVP at: jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

 

 

mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: Santa 

Clarita has amended the local 

municipal code requiring a City 

Council vote of four-fifths to 

dismiss the City Manager. It is 

reported that the amendment is a 

demonstration of confidence in 

current City Manager Ken Striplin. 

The final adoption of the amendment is schedule in 

January. Ken joined the city staff in February 1996. 

Ken was appointed City Manager in January 2013. 

He earned a Doctorate iin organizational leadership 

from Pepperdine University. In 2021 Ken received a 

25-year ICMA Service Award. He was presented the 

2021 ICMA Award for Career Excellence in Memory 

of Mark E. Keane. Ken is the President of the California 

City Management Foundation (CCMF).    

SHORTS: *We apologize to retired Lakewood and 

Bellflower staff team member Theresa Battaglia 

Teney for giving her last named one too many “n’s” 

in our introduction letter to the December 2021 issue 

of the newsletter. *Randy Davis, former Director of 

Parks and Recreation for the City of American 

Canyon, has been recognized by Ruhstaller Farm & 

Brewery as they named a beer after him: The 

“Randy” Triple IPA on tap. *Former City Manager Raul 

T. Romero earned an AA from Los Angeles Junior 

College, a BA from California State University, Los 

Angeles and an MPA from the University of Southern 

California (USC). *Back in the ‘60s and ’70 the late Al 

Little became known affectionately as “Mr. Artesia.” 

*Leland M. Walton served as the City Manager in 

Rolling Hills Estates (1958-1961), Pleasant Hill (1961-

1969), Martinez (1973-1978), San Luis Obispo (1978-

1981), and he retired as the City Manager of Antioch 

(1981-1991) before he moved to Bainbridge Island, 

Washington. *Raul Lomeli Mendez, a former Hughson 

City Manager and Assistant Executive Officer for 

Stanislaus County, is the new County Executive 

Officer for the County of Merced. *Lincoln, California, 

where Mark Scott is the Interim City Manager, was 

incorporated in 1890. *Happy Camp is “The Heart of 

the Klamath” located in Siskiyou County.  *Teri Nardo-

Irvin, who may be reached at 

teri.ucsbpace@zschool.education , is the Program 

Coordinator, Zschool, Customer Experience Program 

for the University of California, Santa Barbara PaCE. 

*Ron Molendyk, who served as the Interim City 

Manager in Perris in 1998, served as City Manager in 

Lake Elsinore from 1984 to 1997. *Indian Wells retained 

Tripepi Smith to assist with the production of its 2021 

State of the City event hosted by the Greater 

Coachella Valley Chamber of Commerce. *Claire 

Torza of Tripepi Smith graduated with a BA from  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The late Robert Fleming and his wife Shelly in the 

1980s. Robert worked for the Cities of Hawaiian 

Gardens, Bellflower and Walnut.  He passed away 

due to cancer while he was a Sacramento lobbyist. 

He represented Boeing at the time. 

Claremont McKenna College and is certified in 

Hootsuite Social Marketing, and, in addition to 

Trackdown Management, has a client list that 

includes Duarte, Culver City, La Cañada Flintridge 

and the San Gabriel Valley City Managers 

Association. *Prior to beginning his public service 

career, Lakewood City Manager Thaddeus 

McCormack worked in customer relations for the 

Xerox Corp. *Jerry Driessen, Assistant Chief 

Information Officer since March 2019 in the City of 

San Jose, has left the public service for a private 

sector position.***  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An archive picture of the first two Rancho Cucamonga 

City Managers, Jack Lam and the late Lauren Wasserman 

at a soccer tournament in Carlsbad. 

https://gfaq.maillist-manage.com/click.zc?m=1&mrd=1a86598187b7301d&od=3zb795d22bb3ab6c58051dbc5d5c9e6c3bc3f08150548dbb97aff944ef18e86fab&linkDgs=1a86598187c5cda0&repDgs=1a86598187b73117

