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Robert “Rob” M. Wishner, retired Walnut City 

Manager and his wife Shelly Piccardi Wishner 

celebrated Rob’s retirement by enjoying a getaway 

trip to Paso Robles, Cambria and Santa Barbara. 

Rob also connected with his childhood friend                        

Douglas B. Harris, who is a firefighter in Paso Robles. 

Rob earned a BA from California State University, 

Fullerton, and began his public service career with 

positions in Chino and as City Manager in               

San Marino. He was appointed City Manager in 

Walnut in November 2006, serving nearly 16-years. 

He retired effective February 1, 2022. Rob is a past- 

President of the San Gabriel Valley Council of 

Governments. 

 

 

Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Yolo and Yuba Counties 
 

This March 2022 issue of the City Manager 

Newsletter by Trackdown focusses on the City 

executives in the Cities of Yolo and Yuba 

Counties. 

 

There are four incorporated cities in Yolo 

County: Davis, West Sacramento, Winters, and 

Woodland. There are only two incorporated 

cities in Yuba County: Marysville and 

Wheatland. Chad Rinde is the Interim County 

Administrator in Yolo County and Kevin Mallen is 

the County Administrator in Yuba County. Yuba 

County has a 2020 estimated population of 

81,575 and Yola County estimate is 216,403.   

 

Former Yolo County Administrator Patrick 

Blacklock currently serves as the Chief Executive 

Officer of the Rural County Representatives of 

California (RCRC). He started in that post in April 

2021. 

 

        /   
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http://www.brandywinedev.com/
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
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earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

 Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Yolo and Yuba Counties 
 

Davis, known prior to 1907 as Davisville, has the 

largest city population in Yolo County. Davis is 

named for early prominent farmer Jerome C. 

Davis. Davis became a depot on the Southern 

Pacific Railroad in 1868 when it was Davisville. 

The post office shortened the town name in 

1907, and the City of Davis incorporated in 

March 1917. The 2020 estimated population of 

Davis is 66,850, not including the on-campus 

population of the University of California, Davis. 

It was 9,400 in 2016.   

Bicycling has become the most popular mode 

of transportation in Davis. Davis is the home of 

the United States Bicycling Hall of Fame. In 2005 

the Bicycle-Friendly Community program of the 

League of American Bicyclist recognize Davis as 

the First Platinum Level city in the U.S.  

Michael Webb has served as the Davis City 

Manager since December 2017 following the 

retirement of City Manager Dirk Brazil. Prior to 

that he served as the City of Davis Director of 

Community Development & Sustainability from 

2013-2016. From 2014-2017 he concurrently held 

the post of Assistant City Manager overseeing 

the Public Works and Parks & Community 

Services departments. Mike has worked on the 

Davis city staff for 20-years. He earned a BS in 

environmental policy analysis and planning from 

the University of California, Davis, and an MPA 

from the University of Southern California (USC).   

 

https://www.mmasc.org/                                                                                                             
Telephone: 877-314-7080 

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest associations of its 

kind in the nation, dedicated to the professional 

development of Southern California management 

leaders.                                                                             

President Paolo Kespradit, West Hollywood 

Vice President Dominique Samario, Murrieta 
 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former               

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont.   

Kosmont Companies serves the 

needs of cities, counties, quasi-

governmental agencies, private 

developers and non-profit 

organizations, including educational institutions.                                                                                 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges, and solutions. A 

transactional firm that takes a hands-on approach 

to economic development focused on successful 

outcomes.                                                                   

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year!                                                         

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

CCMF Corporate Sponsor of the Year 
 

Kosmont Companies was named the Corporate 

Sponsor of the Year by the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF) for 2022. This 

annual award honors a CCMF partner who has 

provided exceptional service to CCMF members 

over the past year. CCMF President Ken Striplin, 

Santa Clarita City Manager, presented the award to 

Kosmont Companies Founder, Chairman and CEO 

Larry Kosmont at the annual City Managers’ 

Department Meeting of the League of California 

Cities in Monterey in February.  

 

Kosmont Companies (MBE/SBE) is a leading real 

estate, financial advisory, and economic 

development services firm in California that helps 

communities as they strive to thrive. The company is 

an industry leader and pioneer in public-private real 

estate/land use transactions, public finance and 

economic development. 

 

 

https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.kosmont.com/awards/
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8081 Moody Street                                                                    

La Palma, CA 90623                                                     

Telephone No. 800-229-2343                               

www.cjpia.org 

 

Alexander Smith is the CJPIA                               

Deputy Executive Officer 

 

 

 

 

http://www.contractcities.org 

Marcel Rodarte,                               

Executive Director 

President Mark Waronek of Lomita 

Mayra Bonilla, Operations Manager 

 

                         17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210 

                           Cerritos, California 90703 

                         Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

 

Giant Egret picture by John Woods, a member of 

the 1961 Class at Robert A. Millikan High School 
 

Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Yolo and Yuba Counties 
 

In 1844, John Schwartz was the first Euro-

American to permanently settle in the West 

Sacramento area. The “Town of Washington” 

was started in 1849 when individual lots were 

sold. The first lot sold for $500. Sacramento grew 

on the other side of the Sacramento River, and 

West Sacramento developed as a river 

settlement with agricultural business and 

boating and fishing. West Sacramento did not 

incorporate until January 1987. Joe Goeden 

served as the West Sacramento City Manager 

from May 1989 until his retirement in June 2002. 

Aaron Laurel is the current City Manager serving 

since July 2018. The 2019 estimated population 

is 53,519. West Sacramento was named the Most 

Livable City in America in 2014 by the United 

States Conference of Mayors.  

 

 

 

Special group sessions for sports teams, police and 

fire departments or other groups may be arranged. 

 

Raw Performance Coach William Ha, 

CSCS, earned his BS in Kinesiology from 

California State University, Long 

Beach.  He is a certified strength and 

conditioning coach.                     Call: 714-335-4436 

 10579 loomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 90720  

www.rawperformancesc.com 

http://www.cjpia.org/
http://www.contractcities.org/
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Yolo and Yuba Counties 
 

Aaron Laurel served as a 

Redevelopment Specialist for the 

City of Woodland from October 

2002 to February 2005. He joined 

the West Sacramento city staff in 

2005 as a Senior Program 

Manager and was promoted to 

Economic Development & 

Housing Director in February 2013. Aaron was 

appointed City Manager in July 2018. He earned 

a BA from the University of California, Berkeley 

and a Master’s degree in urban planning from 

San Jose State University.  

 

Amanda Berlin is the Assistant City Manager in 

West Sacramento and Jon Robinson is the 

Deputy City Manager. Amanda is an attorney 

and previously worked with a couple of private 

law firms. She joined the West Sacramento city 

staff as Assistant City Manager in October 2015. 

Amanda earned a JD degree from Santa Clara 

University School of Law, and a BS from 

California Polytechnic State University, San Luis 

Obispo.  

 

Roberta Raper has been the Director of Finance 

and Technology for the City of West 

Sacramento since February 2018. She previously 

worked as the Finance Director for the 

Sacramento Area Council of Government 

(SACOG) (2017-2018). Prior to that she was the 

Finance Director in Napa (2013-2017); and Grass 

Valley (2012-2013). She earned an MBA from 

California State University, Sacramento. 

 

“Gambling in terms of our society has 

changed its presence on legalization 

and I think it’s important for there to 

be a conversation between me and 

the owners about what our 

institutional position will be.” 

--Rob Manfred, MLB Commissioner 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided 

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like 

the Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and 

the PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400 

clients address unfunded obligations and lower 

liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS 

is the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                                                            

                                                                                             

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

                                                                                          

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356 or 

kevin@kolgs.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Elizabeth Dallman, San Mateo County 

Vice President John Stefanski, Dublin 

www.mmanc.org 

 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
http://www.mmanc.org/
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Trackdown Posse Roster                                                
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager 

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Cofounder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Gardens 

John Russo, retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY   

Posse Roster:  
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                             

Dave Carmany, West Covina, City Manager                                                                                 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon                                                                                                                            

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

Lee C. McDougal, Retired Montclair City Manager  

Mark Scott, Lincoln Interim City Manager   

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

 

                                                                        
 

City Manager Newsletter                                            

by Trackdown Management 
                                                                                                         

Jack A. and Susan Simpson 
www.trackdownmanagement.net 

 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

 

10 Claret, Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 

   562-896-5424 

https://www.munienvironmental.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.chwlaw.us 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to 

counsel that is helpful, understandable, and 

 fairly priced.    

                                                                                               

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law.   

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700; 

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
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https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint Powers 

Authority (JPA) helping communities 

fund critical projects.                                  

 

ICFA has assisted funding more than $500 million in 

critical community projects, from hospitals to charter 

schools, municipal utilities and housing. 

 

ICFA is well positioned outside of laborious 

bureaucracies to allow for expeditiousness. 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                      

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

 

 

 

 

 

http://rwglaw.com/ 

 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                    

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

Practical advice and well-analyzed 

solutions come from listening carefully 

and asking the right questions. 

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 (CCMF).      

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).  

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484     

Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Yolo and Yuba Counties 
 

Winters began as an agricultural community 

with orchards and vineyards. The Winters post 

office was founded in 1875 and Winters 

incorporated in 1898. The town is named for 

Theodore Winters, whose ranch provided half of 

the town’s land. The 2019 estimated population 

of Winters is 7,315. Kathleen Salguero Trepa is the 

City Manager, and Shelly Gunby is the Director 

of Financial Management, who previously 

served as the Interim City Manager when long-

time City Manager John Donlevy left for a new 

job as Auburn City Manager.  

 

Kathleen Salguero Trepa began 

her public service career as an 

Analyst with the City of San Marcos 

in November 1989. She left San 

Marcos after nearly 11-years in 

August 2000 to work in the private 

sector. She came back to San Marcos in July 

2006 as the Public Works Manager. In September 

2012 Kathleen took the Director of Community 

Services post in the City of Claremont. She 

moved to the Deputy City Manager position in 

Goleta in June 2015, and in March 2017 she took 

the Assistant City Manager position in Concord. 

Kathleen became the Winters City Manager in 

November 2020. She earned a BA in history from 

Boston University.       

 

MMASC was well 

representing at the 

League of California 

Cities Annual City 

Managers’ 

Department Meeting 

this year in Monterey! 

[L to R]: Past President 

Jorge Garcia, Region 

1 Board Member David Packard, Region 2 Board 

Member PJ Gagajena, President Paolo Kespradit, 

Director of Finance/Treasurer Louie Lacasella, Past 

President Peter Castro, Honorary Member Mark 

Alexander and Honorary Member Kevin Kearney. 

https://www.icfauthority.org/
http://rwglaw.com/
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Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Yolo and Yuba Counties 
 

Woodland pulled together in 

the 1850s when California 

became a State and Yolo 

County was established. The 

Woodland post office opened 

in July 1861 and the city 

incorporated in February 1871. The city’s 2020 

estimated population is 61,032. Ken Hiatt was 

appointed City Manager in July 2020. Ana 

Gonzalvez is the Woodland City Clerk.  

Ken Hiatt served as the Community 

Development Director in the City of Davis from 

2010 to 2013. Ken joined the city staff in 

Woodland in May 2013 as the Community 

Development Director.  In September 2016, Ken 

was appointed Assistant City Manager in 

addition to his Director-post. He was appointed 

Interim City Manager in March 2020 and 

became the full-time City Manager in August 

2020. Ken earned a BA in landscape 

architecture and environmental policy and 

planning from the University of California, Davis. 

“Proof of Life” 

 

This was one of the initial get-togethers that helped 

develop the “Proof of Life” lunch program. The next 

“Proof of Life” Lunch will be on Thursday, March 31 

at 11:30 at Clearman’s North Woods Inn Restaurant,        

14305 Firestone Blvd., La Mirada. Please RSVP to: 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

[L to R] Greg Korduner, Paul Philips, Bill Crowe,    

Jack Simpson, Ray Harris and the late Bill Holt. 

 

 

 

   
www.usi.com 

USI has developed sophisticated employee  

benefit programs for public entities for more than  

30-years.  USI helps agencies design innovative    

benefit solutions and provide benefit education  

to bargaining units. 

  
For more information contact          

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010 or 

gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                                     

 

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                              

Torrance, CA 90503    

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim L. Barisic                                        

founded Brandywine in 1994.                                                    

Jim and two of his sons                 

Brett Whitehead, and David Barisic                        

direct Brandywine Homes.  

 

Some of the Projects that are selling now are in the 

Cities of San Dimas, Whittier, Anaheim, and Duarte. 

Coming soon are projects in                                   

Norwalk, and Placentia.  

                                                                                       

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

Brandywine Homes focuses on helping to revitalize 

established neighborhoods and convert 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    

16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
http://www.usi.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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http://www.nwfg.com/ 

 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment 

banking firm providing underwriting and financial 

advisory services to public agencies, and 

implementation of special tax methodologies. 

                                                                                              

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates 

of Participation, and general obligation bond 

financings, tax allocation refunding, revenue and 

expense projections modeling.                                                                    

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s                               

President Pam Newcomb 

                                                                     

1254 Hoover Street                                                                                  

Carlsbad, California 92008                                                                                         

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 
 

Former City Administrator 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849 

FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations.                               

 

 Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis 

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight Agent Services; 

Mortgage Program Administration Services; 

Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development.                                                                                                             
                                                                                      

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A view of the mountains from Rancho Mirage in the 

Coachella Valley. 

 

Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Yolo and Yuba Counties 
 

Unincorporated communities in Yolo County 

include: Dunnigan, Clarksburg, Madison, Knights 

Landing and Brooks among others. The county is 

in the Sacramento Valley and is included in the 

Greater Sacramento Metropolitan Area. The 

town of Dunnigan was founded as “Antelope” 

by a couple of settlers. A. W. Dunnigan, a Yolo 

County postal worker, named the place. A post 

office opened in 1856 and the name of the 

community was changed from Antelope to 

Dunnigan in 1876. Dunnigan has not 

incorporated. It has a 2020 estimated 

population of 1,382.  

 

Yuba County is one of California’s original 27 

counties founded in February 1850. Yuba 

County is the gateway to the historic Mother 

Lode Country.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cacitymanagers.org/ 

 

 

http://www.nwfg.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://www.cacitymanagers.org/
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 Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Yolo and Yuba Counties 
 

Marysville is the county seat of 

Yuba County. It became an 

important early center of 

commerce during the 

California Gold Rush. 

Marysville is one of only 2 cities 

in the State named after a woman who is not a 

Catholic saint. The city is named for a survivor of 

the Donner Party, which lost half of its people to 

starvation in the Sierra Nevada winter of 1846-

1847. Marysville incorporated in February 1851. 

Its 2019 estimated population is 12,476. Jim 

Schaad is the City Manager, and Nicole Moe is 

the City Clerk. Jennifer Styczynski is the Senior 

Accountant/Finance Director. 

 

From 2013 to 2021 Jim Schaad work 

for the City of Fresno.  He started 

there in June 2013 and was 

appointed Director of 

Transportation in September 2017. 

Jim was selected to be the Fresno 

Assistant City Manager in August 

2018. He left Fresno and joined the Marysville 

staff as City Manager in March 2021. Jim earned 

a BS from California State University, Fresno and 

an MBA from Portland State University.  

 

In addition to her duties with the City of 

Marysville, Jennifer Styczynski is the owner of the 

Bridge Coffee Company in Yuba City. She serves 

as the Senior Accountant/Finance Director for 

the City of Marysville. In addition, Jennifer has 

her own business as a tax and bookkeeping 

specialist in Weaverville. She earned an AA in 

accounting from Shasta College.  

 

 “The way to make coaches think 

you’re in shape in the spring is to get 

a tan.” 

---Whitey Ford 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/                                              

HdL was founded in 1983 by former 

City Manager Robert "Bob" 

Hinderliter. HdL expanded and 

improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City 

Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s 

retired Executive Chairman. Andy Nickerson is the 

President/CEO. Other members of the HdL team 

include: Vikki Beatley, Rob Braulik, Paula Cone, Barry 

Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly Konczak, David 

McPherson, and Bobby Young. 

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology and consulting services that enable 

cities, counties and special districts to better serve 

their constituents. HdL’s team of professionals 

currently serve more than 500 agencies nationwide.  

HdL Companies offers support services and software 

that includes: sales, use and transactions taxes, 

economic development, property taxes, business 

license fees, transient occupancy tax, short-term 

rental compliance, rent control, indirect cost 

recovery, utility users tax, and cannabis regulation 

and taxation. 

Corporate Headquarters 

120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California 

888-861-0220 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former City Managers Lloyd de Llamas,                 

Don Penman, Bob Dickey and Mike Sedell. 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

                                                                                              

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths 

to issues facing local government. Pat can help you, 

whether you are a City Manager looking for ways to 

turn your city around, or a developer needing 

assistance navigating the complexities of the 

political and/or entitlement 

process.   

Pat was honored with the League 

of California Cities 2019 Wes 

McClure Award for City Managers 

of Distinction.                                                                                 

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private partnerships.                                        

Telephone No. 562-331 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Managers Department 2021-2022 Officers 

                                                                                           

President – John Gillison, Rancho Cucamonga 

President-Elect – Eric Figueroa, Martinez 

Second Vice President – Justin Hess, Burbank 

Immediate Past President – Steven Rogers, 

Yountville 

Department Director – Jim Lewis, Pismo Beach 

At-Large Representative 

Jennifer Cervantez, Rancho Santa Margarita 

Kim Summers, Murrieta 

Rene Mendez, Gonzales 

Kelly McAdoo, Hayward 

 

Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Yolo and Yuba Counties 
 

Dan Flores is the Marysville Community 

Development Director and Kristina Heredia is 

the Assistant Community Development Director. 

Dan became the full-time Director in January 

2022. Dan also serves as a member of the Sutter 

County Board of Supervisors in District 2. He was 

elected to the Board in January 2015. Dan also 

serves as a Member of the Board of Sutter Health 

and the Greater Sacramento Economic 

Council. He is a commercial real estate investor. 

Dan was the Founder CEO for Cambridge Junior 

College – Yuba City. Dan earned a BA from the 

University of San Francisco and an MPA from 

Grand Canyon University.  

 

www.tripepismith.com 

 

Team TS Welcomes California State University, 

Los Angeles graduate Molly Alvarado 

http://www.patwestllc.com/
http://www.tripepismith.com/
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Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Yolo and Yuba Counties 
 

Durst’s Ranch planted the first hops in the 

Wheatland area in 1874.  The ranch became the 

largest privately owned hops field in the world. 

Wheatland became know as the “Hop Center.” 

A post office was established in 1866 and 

Wheatland incorporated in 1874. In 

1888, Edward Duplex was elected Mayor, the 

first black man to be elected Mayor of a 

Western United States city. Edward’s original 

barbershop stands today on Main Street in 

Wheatland. The 2019 estimated population is 

3,873. James Goodwin is the Wheatland City 

Manager and Lisa Thomason is the City Clerk. 

Jim follows, among other former Wheatland City 

Managers, Steve Wright who joined the city as 

Interim City Manager, was appointed City 

Manager, and then retired again nearly 10-

years later. Lisa has served as City Clerk since 

May 2000; nearly 21-years. 

 

Jim Goodwin served a dozen years as the 

President and CEO of the Chico Chamber of 

Commerce (1996-2008). Jim was appointed City 

Manager in the City of Live Oak in September 

2008. He left that position in April 2018 and joined 

the City of Wheatland city staff as City Manager 

in May 2018. Jim earned a BA in social science 

from California State University, Chico.  

 

Susan Mahoney is the Wheatland Finance 

Director and Administrative Director. Cindy 

McCullough is the Senior Accountant.  

 

 

Archive picture of                    

two former Rosemead              

City Managers: 

Frank G. Tripepi                   

and Bill Manis 

 

 

 

Retired City Manager John Russo and his wife 

Melissa Russo at Frank Sinatra’s Twin Palms Estate for 

a Modernism Week get-together in the City of Palm 

Springs. The Estate was built in 1947 and is a 

registered Historic Site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 

 
Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; you 

don't need them often but when you do they had better 

work." 

The firm was founded by the late former California 

State Assembly Member Joe A. Gonsalves. Until his 

passing, Joe, his son Anthony D. Gonsalves and 

Anthony’s son Jason Gonsalves served as the first 

three generation lobbying firm in Sacramento. 

                                                                                      

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his sons, Jason 

Gonsalves and Paul Gonsalves are expert local 

government lobbyists. The firm represents 50-plus 

cities and is a key player in city legislation. The firm 

works closely with the League of California Cities. 
 

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time  

Member of the CCMF Board of 

Trustees 
   

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

 

 

“Some people want it to happen, some wish it 

would happen, others make it happen.” 

--Michael Jordan 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Duplex
https://gonsalvi.com/
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www.ekapr.com 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists. 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA,                        

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner  

 

 

“Cruising with 

Cruz”                 

this issue has                

Santa Fe Springs 

City Manager         

Ray Cruz at         

Auto Club 

Speedway in 

Fontana where  

Kyle Larson of  Elk 

Grove was the 

NASCAR CUP 

race winner on          

February 27th. 

Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Yolo and Yuba Counties 
 

Other Yuba County communities include: Beale 

Air Force Base, Camptonville, Challenge-

Brownsville, Dobbins, Linda, Loma Rica, 

Olivehurst and Plumas Lake. Olivehurst was 

previously named “Dennison” and was originally 

settled by people from the Midwest during the 

Great Depression. Though the community did 

not incorporate, a post office was established in 

1941. The estimated population is 13,656.  

 

We look forward to suggestions and comments 

on this and previous issues.** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue.  

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Retired City Managers Fran David and Jeff Kolin, a 

past President of the City Managers Department of 

the League of California Cities, serve on the       

Avenu Advisory Board. California Offices in El 

Dorado Hills, Fresno, Pleasanton, Sacramento and 

Westlake Village. 

 

Fran Mancia may be reached at 

559-288-7296. Fran is a member of 

the Board of Trustees of the 

California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF).  

 

 

 

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
https://www.avenuinsights.com/
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https://www.munienvironmental.com/ 

 

Founded in 2015, MuniEnvironmental, LLC specializes 

in providing Solid Waste, Recycling, and Stormwater 

consulting services to communities, non-profits and 

governmental agencies.  

                                               

Integrity, Diligence and Honesty are 

MuniEnvironmental’s underlying principles in 

providing ethical and impartial services. 

We came together to build an environmental firm 

that will have a positive and lasting ecological 

impact on local communities — improving the 

quality of life for future generations. 

With more than 50 years of combined experience, 

the firm has a well-rounded team of professionals 

that provides the needed expertise and disciplines 

to assist clients to meet their project goals. 

MuniEnvironmental, LLC has succeeded in 

implementing programs that have provided 

increased recycling rates, auditing services that 

have recovered unpaid fees, and regulatory 

compliance programs in the Solid Waste, Recycling 

and Stormwater industries. 

 

Jeff Duhamel: CEO/Principal Consultant 

Jeff Duhamel is a professional 

Solid Waste and Recycling 

consultant specializing in Solid 

Waste facility development 

and municipal regulatory 

compliance.   

In 1997 Jeff Duhamel formed 

Waste Systems Technology, 

Inc., a professional consulting 

firm helping local municipalities, Recycling firms and 

material recovery facility (MRF) operators meet 

Recycling and Solid Waste compliance 

requirements mandated by the State of California 

and local agencies. 

With more than two decades of experience in the 

Solid Waste industry, Jeff Duhamel has consulted to 

numerous public agencies. 

 

 

Under contract for the City of Los Angeles, Jeff 

Duhamel conducted site feasibilities studies for three 

potential Solid Waste facility locations, preparing 

preliminary site plans, traffic diagrams, preliminary 

environmental programming and project 

recommendations. Additionally, Mr. Duhamel has 

provided local municipalities with Solid Waste 

consulting and auditing services that have 

recovered millions of dollars of unpaid fees. 

In 2015 Mr. Duhamel founded MuniEnvironmental, 

LLC, a professional environmental consulting firm 

specializing in Solid Waste, Recycling and 

Stormwater compliance. 

Stephen Howe: Senior Consultant  
 

Stephen Howe joined the firm January 

2020. With 27-years in the solid waste 

and recycling industry, Stephen brings 

expert knowledge to the firm.  

 

 

Trieu Le: Project Manager/Consultant 
 

 Trieu Le joined the company in 

October 2014.  He plays an active role 

in helping clients both achieve and 

maintain compliance with State 

requirements by maintaining and 

implementing recycling and permit 

programs at the local level. He also conducts 

internal and external audits for RFPs and 

compliance.  

Trieu earned a B.A. in accounting from California 

State University, Long Beach.    

MuniEnvironmental has the expertise required to 

help cities meet waste disposal and recycling issues 

professionally. 

MuniEnvironmental, LLC 

3730 E Broadway, Suite EF 

Long Beach, California 90803   

Telephone:  562-432-3700                            

General Inquiries Please Direct To:  

jeff@munienvironmental.com 

https://www.munienvironmental.com/
mailto:jeff@munienvironmental.com
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Picking Up the Pieces: Long Beach 

Economic Development Director John 

P. Keisler is leaving city employment to 

become the Chief Executive Officer of 

Sunstone Management, an investment 

and public-private partnership that is part of a 

business incubator program, created by the City and 

California State University, Long Beach. John’s last 

day with the City is March 31, 2022. John joined the 

Long Beach city staff in 2005 and has worked in a 

number of of important executive positions under 

former City Manager Pat West and City Manager Tom 

Modica. John served as the 2007-2008 President of 

the Municipal Management Association of Southern 

California (MMASC). Santa Clarita City Manager Dr. 

Kenneth W. Striplin was the 2021 recipient of the 

ICMA Award for Career Excellence in Memory of 

Mark E. Keane. Ken has been the City Manager since 

2012. Ken continues to develjop the next generat 

through mentoring, job shadowing, succession 

planning and staff training. He currently serves as the 

President of the California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF). He is a past recipient of the John 

H. Nail Award (2008) from the League of California 

Cities. Congratulations to Ken on his receivbing the 

2021 ICMA Award for Career Excellence. Palmdale 

City Manager J. J. Murphy has been dismissed from 

his position without cause. He was immediatley 

placed on administrative leave. J.J. was appointed  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum where the NASCAR 

Clash was staged of Sunday, February 6th. 

 

to the Palmdale City Manager post in December 

2019 after he joined the city staff in April 2018 as the 

Assisstant City Manager. He previously served as the 

City Manager in Hobbs, New Mexico (August 2012-

August 2017). He served in the United States Air Force 

from June 1997 to June 2017. He retired at the rank of 

Major. Ronda Perez is the Interim City Manager. 

Ronda previously served as the Executive Director of 

the Antelope Valley Economic Development and 

Growth Enterprise (AV EDGE) from 2020-2021, and 

Assistant City Manager and Parks, Recreation & Arts 

Director in the City of Lancaster. Torrance City 

Manager Aram Chaparyan appointed Andrei 

Yermakov to be the new Communications and 

Information Technology (CIT) Director for the city. 

Andrei has worked since February 2016 as the Chief 

Technology Officer for the Compton Community 

College District. From 2009 to 2014 he served as the 

Information Technology Manager for the City of 

Vernon. He earned a BA and MS in electircal 

engineering from Kyiv Polytechnic University, Ukraine, 

and a BS from DeVry University. He will soon graduate 

with an MS in cybersecurity from the University of San 

Diego. Cerritos Advance Planning and Economic 

Development Manager Kristin Aguila has been 

promoted to the Cerritos Director of Community 

Development. She replaces former Director Robert A. 

Lopez, who was recently promoted to Director of 

Public Works, Water & Power. Kristin joined the 

Cerritos city staff as a Planning Intern in November 

2005. She then worked her way up in the organization 

and was appointed to the Advance Planning post in 

January 2015. Kristin earned a BS in urban and 

regional planning from California State Polytechnic 

University, Pomona and an MS in public 

administration from California State University, 

Fullerton.   

 

 “Slumps are like a soft bed. They’re 

easy to get into and hard to get out 

of.” 

---Johnny Bench 



 

 

 

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Manager         Page | 15            

March 2022                                                                                              Volume No. 15 | Issue No. 3 
                                                        

borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 More Pieces Picked Up: Goleta 

City Manager Michelle Greene 

will retire this coming summer. 

Michelle has served as the City 

Manager since November 2014. 

In May 1990 Michelle began her 

public service career as a 

Summer Intern with the Cityi of 

Santa Barbara.  In October 1992 

she went to work for the City of 

Manhattan Beach as an 

Environmental Services Intern, After working with a 

consulting firm, Michelle joined the city staff in 

Escalon as a Management Analyst. She left Escalon 

as the Assistant City Manager (July 1998-February 

2001) to become the City Clerk and Personnel 

Manager for the City of Grover Beach. She went to 

work for Goleta in June 2004 and began her rise 

through the ranks. Michelle earned a BA in women’s 

history from the Universityof California, Berkeley. She 

has taken public policy course at USC. Chris 

Constantin was appointed City Manager in the City 

of San Dimas in January 2021. He served as as the 

Assistant City Manager in the City of Chico beore 

that (April 2013-December 2020). In addition to his 

official positions he served as a volunteer reserve 

police lieutenant for the City of Hayward. Chris was a 

member of the Accreditation Commission for 

Community and Junior Colleges as a Commissioner 

(July 2010-October 2016). He began his career in 

2001 in San Jose and he worked as an Assistant City 

Auditor in San Diego from 2010 to 2013. Chris earned 

a BS from San Jose State University and an MPA from 

the Maxwell School at Syracuse University. David C. 

Roberts, Jr. is the new City Manager in the City of 

Carson. He has been serving as the Carson Assistant 

City Manager since 2018. Prior to coming to Carson 

he worked for the City of Hawthorne as the Director 

of Human Resources (2012-2014) and Assistant City 

Manager (2014-2018). Before that he was a Human 

Resources Analyst in the City of San Bernardino (2007-

2014). David served as a Sergeant in the United 

States Army at Fort Irwin, California. He earned a BA 

from California State University, Long Beach. Cerritos 

Public Information Officer Laurie Kajiwara says that 

Robert A. Lopez is the new Director of Pubic Works, 

Water & Power for the city. He replaces retired 

Director Kanna Vancheswaran. Robert previously 

worked as the City’s Director of Community 

Development. He joined the Cerritos city staff in a 

consultant capacity in September 2001, and 

became a full-time Planning Assistant in February 

2002. Robert earned a BS in civil engineering from 

Stanford University and an MPA from the University of 

Southern California (USC). He is Cerritos native and  

Troy Butzlaff, former City Manager in Azusa and 

former City Administrator in the City of Placentia, is 

the Interim City Administrator in Victor, Idaho. Troy is 

also a former Assistant City Manager in Palm Springs 

and Indian Wells. 

 

 

graduated from Gretchen Whitney High School as a 

valedictorian. After serving as the Interim City 

Administrator in Santa Barbara since September 

2021, Rebecca Bjork was appointed City 

Administrator. Rebecca has worked for the City of 

Santa Barbara for more than 33-years. Most recently 

she served as the Interim Community Development 

Director, and prior to that she was the Public Works 

Director for about 5-years. From 2007 to 2014, she 

worked as the Water Resources Manager. She 

earned a BA in biology environmental studies from 

Ginnell College and an MPA from California State 

University, Northridge. Retired Windsor Town 

Manager Linda Kelly currently serves as a 

management consultant and executive recruiter in 

the Greater Seattle, Washington area. After Linda 

served as the City Clerk in La Puente she worked for 

a time with the City of Whittier, and she also served in 

the Long Beach City Clerk’s Office. She went to 

Sunnyvale in November 1999 as a Senior 

Management Analyst, and then worked as the 

Assistant to the City Manager in Atherton (2001-2005).  

In January 2006, Linda began her tenure as the Town 

Manager in Fairfax, and in January 2008 she became 

the City Manager in Sonoma. Linda took the Town 

Manager position in Windsor in December 2012 and 

left that post in August 2017. Sonoma City Manager 

Garrett Toy, 61, is leaving his position after a little more 

than 6-months on the job. Garrett was hired to 

replace Interim City Manager David Kiff, who 

stepped up when former City Manager Cathy 

Capriola retired at the end of 2020. Garrett previously 

served as the Town Manager in Fairfax, and he held 

positions with the County of Marin, and the cities of 

Morgan Hill, Stockton and Fairfield.  
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: 

Retired Norwalk City Manager 

Mike Egan has been serving as 

the Interim City Manager for 

the City of Artesia filling in 

following the resignation of City Manager William 

“Bill” Rawlings. Mike started his city government 

career with the City of Bellflower where he became 

City Manager after serving as Assistant City Manager 

under City Manager Linda Manning Lowry. Former La 

Palma (1990-1995) and Sonoma (1995-2001) City 

Manager Pamela Gibson is a successful romance 

novel author at SoulMate Publishing. Pam earned a 

BA from the University of California, Riverside and an 

MPA from California State University, Long Beach. 

Pam is the author of eight books on California history 

and seventeen romance novels. She grew up in San 

Juan Capistrano, and currently lives in the desert 

community of Henderson, Nevada. Camarillo City 

Manager Greg Ramirez replaced the retiring City 

Manager Dave Norman in June 2020. Greg previously 

served as the Agoura Hills City Manager where he 

spent 16-years after working for the League of 

California Cities and the City of Santa Fe Springs. 

Greg earned a BA in economics from California 

Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo and a 

Master’s degree from California State University, East 

Bay. Torrance City Manager Aram Chaparyan 

appointed Jamie Le as the Assistant to the City 

Manager in February 2022. Jamie joined the Torrance 

city staff in 2011 as a Community Relations Specialist 

with the CitiCABLE division of the City Manager’s 

Office. She earned a BA in communications and BS 

in marketing from California State University, Fullerton.  

 

Letters & Notes from Readers:  
 

  

Some have confused my possible PTSD as being a 

result of serving in Vietnam, but I rather suspect it is 

from service in municipal government!                              

--Jim Barisic, Brandywine Homes  

Another great Trackdown Edition (February 2022)!                                                                                                              

--Jill Frechette 

I’m doing an Interim Community Development 

Director gig for the City of Calabasas. I’ve done 

eight “Interim” assignments; seven of which were 

city managers. Debbie and I are anxious to get 

traveling again plus a new granddaughter is due in 

April.                                                                                             

–Don Penman 

“SHORTS” are single sentence acknowledgements 

and or “shout outs.” 

SHORTS: *Many “Thanks” to Torrey Contreras for the 

information that Cerritos Business License Officer Arcy 

Hinojosa has announced her well-earned retirement 

from the City of Cerritos effective Thursday, March 4, 

2022. *Former Palmdale Assistant City Manager 

Maithi “Marie” Ricci filed a lawsuit against the City 

and City Manager J.J. Murphy for alledged improper 

actions by the City Manager related to a 

whistleblowing action. *Natalie Springer serves as the 

Human Resources Direct   or for the City of Yuba City. 

*Santa Cruz City Manager Matt Huffaker, who earned 

an MPA from California State University, East Bay, 

served as the Watsonville City Manager from July 

2018 to December 2021. *San Bruno, where Jovan 

Grogan is the City Manager, is in the process of 

converting a struggling mall to a new modern mixed-

use development that may include office, hotel, 

retail, entertainment and a minimum of 1,000 housing 

units. *Since 2005, Karen Boyd has served as the 

Citywide Communications Director for the City of 

Oakland, and she is an alumnus of the University of 

California, Davis. *“Gunsmoke” actress Amanda 

Blake, who died in Sacramento at age 60 on August 

16, 1989, and her third husband Frank Gilbert ran one 

of the first successful programs for breeding cheetahs 

in captivity. *Howard Chan has been the City 

Manager for the City of Sacramento since 2017. 

*Brian Mohan is the Assistant City Manager and Chief 

Financial Officer for the City of Moreno Valley and 

worked previously for the City of Rialto in the Finance 

Department. *Artesia City Clerk Ernesto Sanchez and 

its former Human Resources Manager Boyd Horan 

allege in a lawsuit that former City Manager William 

Rawlings and three City Council members 

systematically ignored employee complaints of 

retaliation, gender discrimination, and election and 

fiscal misconduct. 

 

Youth baseball is off and 

running, though Major 

League Baseball is still 

locked out. Those who play 

for the love of the game 

are still playing. A tip of the 

cap to all the volunteers 

who make youth baseball 

possible. 


