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Here are Matt Jordan of the Los Angeles Crime 

Stoppers Board of Directors with Program Director 

Natalie Salazar at the Pasadena Police 

Department's 16th Annual Golden Badge Awards 

program.  Abel Ramirez of El Portal and Sindee 

Riboli of Sharp Seating were honored. Lolita Lopez 

of NBC Channel 4 served as the Master of 

Ceremonies. Officer Roxanne Harris received the 

Police Activity League (PAL) Service Award. Natalie 

points out that kudos are due to Jill Hawkins for 

putting the program together!                        

[Sherman Kappe should like this picture.] 

 

 

Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Fresno County (No. 2) 
 

This April 2022 issue of the City 

Manager Newsletter by 

Trackdown focuses on some of 

the executives in Fresno County 

cities, in cities alphabetically 

between Mendota and Selma. 

 

There are 15 incorporated cities in Fresno 

County, Clovis, Coalinga, Firebaugh, Fowler, 

Fresno, Huron, Kerman and Kingsburg in the first 

half and Mendota, Orange Cove, Parlier, 

Reedley, San Joaquin, Sanger and Selma in the 

second half. The first half cities were looked at in 

the Special March 2022 issue of the newsletter. 

 

Paul Nerland is the County Administrator Officer 

(CAO) in Fresno County. The City of Fresno is the 

County Seat. The County has a 2020 estimated 

population of 1,008.654.  
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https://www.facebook.com/jill.hawkins.737?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX0fOvTwVKPNJCd1VteEM1O9Pl1XhQo-nemL8DX7d2c-Ic-h_ELGNEnJQjn3m7ZvZ4SefjGrdMhcVQ0CbCjN_wYwReU8LHA2yAYNZ5zXjIKdveCvpWg8GT9ayqwsRJQteMmzU97e2fu4Z78dwDfIRw4&__tn__=-%5dKH-R
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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http://www.contractcities.org 

Marcel Rodarte,                               

Executive Director 

President Mark Waronek of Lomita 

Mayra Bonilla, Operations 

Manager 

 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210 

Cerritos, California 90703 

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

                                                                                           

Annual Municipal Seminar                                                      

May 12 – 15, 2022                                                             

Indian Wells, California 

 

 

https://www.munienvironmental.com/ 

 

Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Fresno County (No. 2) 
 

Mendota came to life in 

about 1891 as a Southern 

Pacific Railroad storage and 

switching center. The name 

was borrowed from Mendota, 

Illinois. The first post office 

opened in 1892. The area became known for its 

production of cantaloupes and earned the tag 

as “The Cantaloupe Center of the World.” 

Mendota incorporated in June 1942. Its 2019 

estimated population is 11,511. Cristian 

Gonzalez is the City Manager and Planning 

Director, and Celeste Cabrera-Garcia is the City 

Clerk. Jennifer Lekumberry is the Director of 

Administrative Services.  

Cristian Gonzalez has served as the Mendota 

City Manager since October 2018. He joined the 

Mendota city staff as the Public Works Director 

in May 2009. He has also served as the Planning 

Director since August 2018.  

Celeste Cabrera-Garcia joined the Mendota 

city staff in March 2014 as an Administrative 

Assistant. She was appointed Deputy City Clerk 

in September 2014, and she became the City 

Clerk in March 2019. Celeste earned a BA and 

MPA from California State University, Fresno. She 

is a Certified Municipal Clerk (CMC) by the 

International Institute of Municipal Clerks. 

Celeste also earned a Certificate of Legal 

Studies.    

                                  

Cruising with Cruz 

again. This is           

Santa Fe Springs       

City Manager Ray Cruz 

at a special St. Patrick’s 

Day luncheon in his city 

for the city staff. 
 

 

http://www.contractcities.org/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
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Trackdown Posse Roster                                                
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager 

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Cofounder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Gardens 

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, W. Sacramento 

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Posse Roster:  
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                             

Dave Carmany, West Covina, City Manager                                                                                 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon                                                                                                                            

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Mark Scott, Lincoln Interim City Manager   

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 
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Jack A. and Susan Simpson 

www.trackdownmanagement.net 
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www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim L. Barisic                                        

Founded Brandywine in 1994. Jim 

also worked for the cities of 

Paramount and Cerritos.                                                    

Jim and two of his sons                 

Brett Whitehead, and David Barisic                        

direct Brandywine Homes.  

 

Currently under construction and soon to open for 

sales or leasing in the Cities of Whittier, Carson,        

La Verne, Glendora, Riverside and Murietta and 

sales in El Monte, Long Beach, Huntington Beach, 

Artesia and Santa Ana 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

Brandywine Homes focuses on helping to revitalize 

established neighborhoods and convert 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    

16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

 

 

 

 

   

www.chwlaw.us 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services with the core 

commitment to provide helpful, understandable, 

and fairly priced service.    

                                                                                               

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law.   

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700; 916-400-0370; 

858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
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Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Fresno County (No. 2) 
 

For more than eight years (November 2008- 

February 2017), Jennifer Lekumberry served as 

the Administrative Director for Rape Counseling 

Services of Fresno. She joined the City of 

Mendota city staff in 2017 as the Director of 

Administrative Services. Jennifer was selected to 

also serve as the Assistant City Manager in 

August 2021. She earned an AA from West Hills 

College-Coalinga, a BS from California State 

University, Stanislaus and an MPA from American 

Public University.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.ekapr.com 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists. 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA,                        

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner  

 

 

Elmer M. Sheridan founded the 

town of Orange Cove in 1914 

naming it for the large citrus 

groves in the area. The first post 

office opened in 1914. The City 

of Orange Cove incorporated in 1948. The 2019 

estimated population is 10,273. Rudy Hernandez 

is the Interim City Manager in Orange Cove and 

June Barcamontes is the City Clerk.  

Rudy Hernandez has served as the Orange 

Cove City Manager since July 2018. Prior to 

joining the Orange Cove city staff Rudy was a 

lecturer in accounting at California Polytechnic 

State University, San Luis Obispo where he 

started in August 2017. He served as the 

California City Finance Director (2014-2016) and 

Finance Director for the Bear Valley Community 

Services District (2008-2014) before that. Rudy 

was the Finance Director to the Calaveras 

County Water District from February 2003 until 

September 2007 in San Andreas. He earned a 

BA from California State University, Fresno and 

an MPA from National University.  

 

“Everyone appreciates being appreciated. Catch 

people red-handed in the act of doing something 

right each day – and praise them for it.”                     

--Bob Moawad (1941-2007) 

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
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http://www.nwfg.com/ 

 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment 

banking firm providing underwriting and financial 

advisory services to public agencies, and 

implementation of special tax methodologies. 

                                                                                              

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates 

of Participation, and general obligation bond 

financings, tax allocation refunding, revenue and 

expense projections modeling.                                                                    

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s                               

President Pam Newcomb 

                                                                     

1254 Hoover Street                                                                                  

Carlsbad, California 92008                                                                                         

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

 

 

Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Fresno County (No. 2) 
 

In 1876 the I. N. Parlier family of Springfield, Illinois 

settled in what has become Parlier, California. 

The family’s general store, trading post and post 

office became the center of town. Parlier 

incorporated in November 1921. Its 2019 

estimated population is 15,618.  Sonia Hall is the 

Parlier City Manager and Dorothy Garza is the 

City Clerk. Bertha Escalera is the Assistant City 

Manager and Cindy Sandoval is the Recreation 

Coordinator and Senior Center Director. Sandra 

Rodriguez is the Parlier Revenue Manager. 

Sonia Hall worked as District 

Director in the 29th Assembly 

District from 2000 to 2004 when 

she took a private sector position. 

After working a few private sector 

jobs, Sonia joined the Parlier city staff as City 

Administrator in May 2019. She became the 

Parlier City Manager in November 2020.  

Cindy Sandoval has served as the Parlier 

Recreation Coordinator and Senior Center 

Director since April 2013. She earned a BOA in 

business administration and management from 

UEI College.  

 

 

www.rawperformancesc.com 

 

 

 

 

 
Special group sessions for sports teams, police and fire 

departments or other groups may be arranged. 

 
Raw Performance Coach William Ha, CSCS, earned a BS 

in Kinesiology from California State University, Long 

Beach.  He is a certified strength and conditioning coach.                     

Call: 714-335-4436 

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 90720  

www.rawperformancesc.com 

http://www.nwfg.com/
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Fresno County (No. 2) 
 

Reedley is situated along the Kings River. The city 

is named for Thomas Law Reed, a Civil War 

veteran who contributed half of his holdings to 

the township in 1888, including the site of a local 

railroad station. Southern Pacific Railroad 

officials named the depot for him and then the 

city adopted the name. The city incorporated in 

February 1913. Reedley’s 2019 estimated 

population is 25,658. Nicole Zieba is the City 

Manager and Ruthie Greenwood is the City 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

                                                                                              

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths 

to issues facing local government. Pat can help you, 

whether you are a City Manager looking for ways to 

turn your city around, or a developer needing 

assistance navigating the complexities of the 

political and/or entitlement 

process.   

Specializing in Cities + Development 

Pat was honored with the League 

of California Cities 2019 Wes 

McClure Award for City Managers 

of Distinction.                                                                                 

Pat has had numerous successful experiences with 

public-private partnerships.                                        

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

La Mirada Assistant City Manager Anne Haraksin on 

a hike in a Southern California mountain area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Playing on one of the slides at the Rancho Mirage 

Community Center Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Elizabeth Dallman, San Mateo County 

Vice President John Stefanski, Dublin 

Program Director Candice Rankin Mumby, Fremont 

Immediate Past President Monica Davis, Hayward 

www.mmanc.org 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/
http://www.mmanc.org/
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http://rwglaw.com/ 

 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                    

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

Practical advice and well-analyzed solutions come 

from listening carefully and asking the right 

questions. 

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484.      

                                                                    

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of 

the Board of Trustees of the California 

City Management Foundation 

(CCMF).  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 
 

Former City Administrator 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849   

FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations.                               

 

 Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis 

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight Agent Services; 

Mortgage Program Administration Services; 

Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development.                                                                                                             
                                                                                      

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Fresno County (No. 2) 
 

Nicole Zieba has served as 

the Reedley City Manager 

since August 2011. She 

came from Fresno to take 

over from Interim City 

Manager Ray Forsyth. 

Nicole served as a Deputy 

City Manager in Fresno 

prior to joining the Reedley city staff. She earned 

a BA from California State University, Fullerton 

and an MPA from the University of Southern 

California (USC).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former               

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont.   

Kosmont Companies serves the 

needs of cities, counties, quasi-

governmental agencies, private 

developers and non-profit 

organizations, including educational institutions.                                                                                 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges, and solutions. A 

transactional firm that takes a hands-on approach 

to economic development focused on successful 

outcomes.   

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year! 

Kosmont Companies was named the Corporate Sponsor 

of the Year by the California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF) for 2022. The award was presented at 

the annual City Managers’ Department Meeting of the 

League of California Cities in Monterey in February. 

 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

http://rwglaw.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.kosmont.com/
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Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Fresno County (No. 2) 
 

San Joaquin is the smallest 

city in Fresno County. On 

the San Joaquin River, this 

town was established in 

1849. Wagons of pioneers 

and freight would cross the 

river at nearby Durham’s 

Ferry. The town was important to the 

development of the west side grain farming and 

cattle business. San Joaquin residents mostly 

work on farms. The first San Joaquin post office 

was established in 1913. The city incorporated in 

February 1920. The city has an estimate 2019 

population of 4,021.  Elizabeth Nunez is the City 

Manager and Lupe Estrada in the City Clerk. 

Matthew Flood is the Assistant City Manager and 

Finance Officer in San Joaquin. 

                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 

 
Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; you 

don't need them often but when you do, they had  

better work." 

 

The firm was founded by the late former California 

State Assembly Member Joe A. Gonsalves. Until his 

passing, Joe, his son Anthony D. Gonsalves and 

Anthony’s son Jason Gonsalves served as the first 

three generation lobbying firm in Sacramento. 

                                                                                      

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his sons, Jason 

Gonsalves and Paul Gonsalves are expert local 

government lobbyists. The firm represents 50-plus 

cities and is a key player in city legislation. The firm 

works closely with the League of California Cities. 
 

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time  

Member of the CCMF Board of 

Trustees 
   

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

Cypress Mayor Paulo Morales retired as a Cypress 

Police Sergeant in May 2014. He joined the Cypress 

Police Department in May 1989 after beginning his 

career with the City of Bellflower. Paulo and 

Gonzalo Vazquez were colleague in Bellflower. 

Gonz retired as the Cypress Water Quality 

Manager.Gonzo retired in December 2018. This 

picture was taken at a recent park dedication. 

 

 

8081 Moody Street                                                                    

La Palma, CA 90623                                                     

Telephone No. 800-229-2343                               

www.cjpia.org 

https://gonsalvi.com/
http://www.cjpia.org/
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http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided 

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like 

the Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and 

the PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400 

clients address unfunded obligations and lower 

liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS 

is the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                                                            

                                                                                             

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

                                                                                          

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356 or 

kevin@kolgs.com 

https://www.mmasc.org/                                                                                                             

Telephone: 877-314-7080 

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest associations of its 

kind in the nation, dedicated to the professional 

development of Southern California management 

leaders.                                                                             

President Paolo Kespradit, West Hollywood 

Vice President Dominique Samario, Murrieta 

Jonathan Royas, Santa Paula 

Louis Lacasella, Murrieta 

Joseph Cisneros, La Palma 

Greg Kwolek, Morro Bay 

Tanya Spiegel, Ontario 

Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Fresno County (No. 2) 
 

Elizabeth Nunez was appointed San Joaquin 

City Manager in May 2016. She previously served 

as a Consultant for the Fresno Unified School 

District (October 2010 – 2016). Elizabeth has prior 

experience with various private sector 

enterprises in Fresno. She earned a BA from 

California State University, Fresno and an MBA 

from the University of Phoenix. In 2015 Elizabeth 

was a Commissioner for the Fresno Economic 

Opportunities Commission (Fresno EOC). In 2018 

she served as a Board Member of the Fresno 

County EDC.   

Matthew Flood began his 

working career in 2005, and after 

various positions, including an 

Investigator Aide for the Tulare 

County Sheriff’s Department 

(February 2006-June 2006), he 

became a Senior Employment Readiness 

Specialist for West Hills Community College 

(2008-2010). In 2011 Matt joined the Mendota 

city staff as an Economic Development 

Coordinator and Management Analyst. He was 

appointed City Clerk in June 2012 and 

Economic Development Manager in July 2014, 

while he continued to serve as City Clerk. In April 

2019 Matt was hired as the Assistant City 

Manager in San Joaquin. He earned an AA 

degree from the College of the Sequoias and a 

BA from California State University, Fresno.  

An archive picture of the 

late Chris Rope and            

Jack A. Simpson. Chris was 

City Manager in Palmdale, 

Lomita and Industry, and 

Jack served in Hawaiian 

Gardens, Paramount and 

Bellflower. Best guess is the 

picture was taken at an 

Annual ICMA Conference 

sometime in the 1970s. 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
https://www.mmasc.org/
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Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Fresno County (No. 2) 
 

In 1886, the Southern Pacific 

Railroad referred to the area as 

Sanger Junction. The city’s 

name is for Joseph Sanger Jr. 

who was the Secretary-

Treasurer of the Railroad 

Yardmasters Association. He 

visited California in 1887. Later the area became 

known simply as Sanger. The first post office 

opened in 1888. The City of Sanger incorporated 

in 1911. The estimated population of the city in 

2019 is 25,339. Tim Chapa is the Sanger City 

Manager and Rebeca P. Ramirez is the City 

Clerk.  

In 1954 Jack Davidson founded Sanger Boats. 

Jack built his first boat at age 16 and developed 

a boat company known throughout the 

country. Sanger Boats were successful in every 

boat racing class. In 1972, Larry Schwabenland 

set a record when he was clocked in a Sanger 

hydro hull with blown-fuel power at 205 m.p.h. in 

Oakland.   
 

City Manager Tim Chapa is a Sanger 

native. He began is public service 

career in 1999 as a Management 

Analyst in the City of Fresno. He 

came to the Sanger staff in 2002 as 

Deputy Public Works Director. In 2006 he 

became Development Director, and in 2011 he 

was appointed City Manager in the City of Arvin. 

Tim became the City Manager in the City of Rio 

Vista in 2013. He returned to Sanger in January 

2016 as City Manager. Tim earned a BA in 

quantitative economics from Stanford 

University, and an MBA from Santa Clara 

University’s Leavey School of Business.  

 

John Mulligan is the Director of Public Works. 

John served as the Deputy Public Works Director 

prior to his promotion.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/                                              

HdL was founded in 1983 by former 

City Manager Robert "Bob" 

Hinderliter. HdL expanded and 

improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City 

Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s 

retired Executive Chairman. Andy Nickerson is the 

President/CEO. Other members of the HdL team 

include Vikki Beatley, Rob Braulik, Paula Cone, Barry 

Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly Konczak, David 

McPherson, and Bobby Young. 

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology and consulting services that enable 

cities, counties and special districts to better serve 

their constituents. HdL’s team of professionals 

currently serve more than 500 agencies nationwide.  

HdL Companies offers support services and software 

that includes sales, use and transactions taxes, 

economic development, property taxes, business 

license fees, transient occupancy tax, short-term 

rental compliance, rent control, indirect cost 

recovery, utility users tax, and cannabis regulation 

and taxation. 

Corporate Headquarters 

120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California 

888-861-0220 

 

 
Visit the Unconditional Surrender 

AKA “The Kissing Statue” along the 

downtown waterfront, next to the 

USS Midway in San Diego. The 25-

foot installation recreates the 

famous embrace between a sailor 

and a nurse celebrating the end of 

World War II in New York’s Times 

Square in 1945. The 7-ton bronze 

statue, designed by artist Seward 

Johnson, was created in New Jersey 

and transported to San Diego on a 

flatbed truck. The exhibit has become a favorite photo op 

in San Diego, with visitors of all ages, from teenagers to 

grandparents, eager to recreate the kiss. Local San 

Diegan’s see the statue as a memorial, as a tribute, and a 

testament to those who serve U.S. in uniform. 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

        Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint Powers 

Authority (JPA) helping communities 

fund critical projects.                                  

 

ICFA has assisted funding more than $500 million in 

critical community projects, from hospitals to charter 

schools, municipal utilities and housing. 

 

ICFA is well positioned outside of laborious 

bureaucracies to allow for expeditiousness. 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                      

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue.  

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Avenu has California Offices in El Dorado Hills, 

Fresno, Pleasanton, Sacramento 

and Westlake Village. 

                                                                           

Fran Mancia may be reached at 

559-288-7296. Fran is a member of 

the Board of Trustees of the 

California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF).  

Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Fresno County (No. 2) 
 

Farming and the Southern 

Pacific Railroad, which 

began in the 1870s as a 

branch line of the Central 

Pacific Railroad, are at the 

foundation of the City Selma. The route of the 

Southern Pacific through California's Central 

Valley served a number of  small towns from 

Sacramento to Bakersfield. Selma was among 

them. The first Selma post office opened in 1880. 

In 1890 a local partnership developed a 

townsite along the railroad line. Selma was 

incorporated in March 1893. There is 

disagreement on where the name derived. 

Either Governor Leland Stanford named it after 

Selma Gruenberg Lewis, or it was named for 

Selma Michelson (1853-1910), a railroad 

employee’s wife. The 2019 estimated population 

is 24,825. Fernando Santillan is the city manager 

and the City Clerk is Reyna Rivera. Diego Ibañez 

is the Finance Director and City Treasurer, and 

Christina Arias is the Human Resources 

Manager. Mikal Kirchner is the Selma 

Recreation & Community Services Director. 

Irvine City Manager History List 

William Woollett Jr. 1972-1989 

Paul Brady 1990-1999 

Allison Hart 1999-2005 

Sean Joyce 2005-2018 

John Russo 2018-2020 

Marianna Marysheva, Interim 2020-2021 

Oliver Chi 2021-Present 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flight over El Toro Marine Air Base in 1961;                      

all the City of Irvine in 2022. 

https://www.icfauthority.org/
https://www.avenuinsights.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Pacific_Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Pacific_Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Pacific_Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Pacific_Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Valley_(California)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Valley_(California)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacramento,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bakersfield,_California
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Managers and Administrators in the              

Cities of Fresno County (No. 2) 
 

Selma became known as the “Home of the 

Peach,” and was referred to as “A Peach of a 

City.” Though raisins became the major crop for 

the area, through the 1960s Libby’s brand was a 

major seasonal employer at its local peach 

cannery. Selma is also known as the “Raisin 

Capital of the World,” though the decline of 

growers with the low prices for raisins and table 

grapes in the last decades of the twentieth 

center. 

Selma City Manager Fernando 

Santillan began his working 

career as an Accounting 

Specialist for the Bank of 

America in October 2005. In 

October 2008 he went to work 

for the City of Fresno with the 

city’s Local Business Initiatives 

program. He next spent nearly 3-years with the 

Fresno County EDC starting in January 2010 as a 

Corporate Locations Coordinator. After a year 

and a half as a consultant, Fernando joined the 

City of Avenal in January 2015 as their 

Community and Economic Development 

Director. In February 2021 he was hired to serve 

as the Selma Community Development Director. 

Eight months later (September 2021) he was 

appointed Deputy City Manager, and in 

December he was made City Manager. 

Fernando earned a BS from California State 

University, Northridge and an MPA from the 

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. He also 

previously attended courses in finance and 

economics at Philadelphia University. He also 

earned a AICP Certification from the American 

Institute of Certified Planners.  

“Live each and every day as if it were your last – 

because one day you’ll be right.”                                

–Bob Moawad (1941– 2007) 

 

 

 

 

 

www.usi.com 

USI has developed sophisticated employee  

benefit programs for public entities for more than  

30-years.  USI helps agencies design innovative    

benefit solutions and provide benefit education  

to bargaining units. 

  
For more information contact          

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010 or 

gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                                     

 

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                              

Torrance, CA 90503    

 

 

 
https://www.climatec.com/  

                                                                                            

Founded in 1975, Climatec has grown from humble 

beginnings into one of the largest providers of 

building technology and energy efficiency solutions 

in the nation – and Climatec has been a proud 

member of the Robert Bosch family since 2015. 

Led by a highly credentialed team with more than 

300 years of combined industry experience, 

Climatec helps public agencies find general fund 

relief through renewed infrastructure and funding 

solutions. The firm has delivered thousands of 

successful energy efficiency programs to public 

sector clients, including education, local, county, 

state and federal governments. 
 

Regional Managers    

Ashley Cascio and           

Tyler Girtman 

                                                                          

                                                                                

Southern California Telephone: 949-474-0955                                                                                           

Bay Area Telephone: 925-558-2729 

http://www.usi.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
https://www.climatec.com/
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ekapr.com 

The world of communication is changing rapidly and 

so are the tools. Englander Knabe & Allen believes a 

constant, unrelenting focus on the needs of the firm's 

clients is not a service but a necessity. The firm works 

with city governments to develop public-private 

partnership opportunities. 

At Englander Knabe & Allen, you only work with senior 

level staff because the firm only has senior level staff. 

Each of the firm’s members bring substantial 

education, experience and expertise in developing 

communications campaigns for Fortune 500 

companies, financial institutions, entrepreneurial 

companies, trade associations, government 

agencies, educational institutions and non-profit 

organizations. Englander Knabe & Allen does not 

employ account executives; rather, strategy and 

implementation are provided only by partners and 

vice presidents. 

Englander Knabe & Allen combines powerful 

processes - Strategic Thinking + Solid Fundamental 

Tactics - into a communications tool that has 

provided clients with successful outcomes for more 

than 40 years.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Contact Information: 

Corporate Office 

801 South Figueroa Street, Suite 1050 

Los Angeles, California 90017 

 

Telephone:  213-741-1500 

FAX:             213-747-4900 

 

Sacramento Office 

1730 ‘L’ Street, Suite 3 

Sacramento, California 95814 

 

Telephone: 916-492-9512 

Mobile:       916-690-0023 

  

info@englanderpr.com 

 

 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is a strategic 

communications firm specializing in government 

affairs, political campaigns, reputation and crisis 

communications, association management and   

litigation support. 

 

EKA produces results for its clients across a diverse 

range of practice areas. We achieve this through our 

deep bench of team members augmented by a 

roster of experienced specialists we enlist to bring 

specific skills tailored to the client’s needs. Only 

senior-level personnel with significant public and 

private sector expertise are employed. EKA team 

members have many years of public and private 

sector experience and deep relationships in 

government throughout Southern California. 
 

Harvey Englander is the Founding Partner, 

founding EKA in 2005. He has been at the center of 

California’s public and business life for more than 40-

years. Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) specialize in 

developing and implementing Position –A- Strategies 

for its clients, public or private. EKA Partners include 

Matt Knabe; Marcus Allen; Adam Englander; Eric 

Rose; Jeff McConnell; Kellie Hawkins; & Alex Cherin. 

 

Matt Knabe is the Managing Partner. He is one 

of the founding partners. Matt specializes in political 

consulting, public affairs, government relations and 

issues, and communications strategy and community 

relations.  In addition to his work, Matt is personally 

involved in giving back to the community. He is 

currently President of the Paramount Education 

Project. Matt graduated from Pepperdine University 

in 1996, were he played for the Pepperdine University 

Men’s Golf Team. It is hard to find someone with 

better interaction with local city managers, and 

elected officials than Matt. 

Marcus A. Allen is a former Chief Deputy 

Controller in Los Angeles and Deputy Chief of Staff in 

charge of operations and finance in the Mayor’s 

office. Prior to working for Los Angeles, among other 

posts, Marcus worked as the Chief Deputy at the Los 

Angeles County Probation Department, and as a 

Public Affairs Planner for the Southern California Gas 

Company. He earned a BA from UCLA and a MPPS 

from the University of Chicago.   

 

http://ekapr.com/
mailto:info@englanderpr.com
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 Picking Up the Pieces: Gustine City 

Manager Doug Dunford is the new City 

Manager in the City of California City. 

He is scheduled to begin his new 

position on May 2. He is the former 

Gustine Chief of Police and prior to 

that he worked 11-years as a Los Angeles County 

Sheriff’s Deputy. He will replace California City Interim 

City Manager Anne Ambrose, who was hired 

following the resignation of former City Manager 

Anna Linn. Oceanside City Manager Deanna Lorson 

has resigned following a recent performance 

evaluation.  Deanna was appointed to serve as the 

Oceanside City Manager in October 2019. She was 

the Assistant City Manager prior to being elevated. 

She came to the Oceanside city staff in February 

2016 after serving as Assistant City Manager in the 

City of Riverside. She began her public service career 

as an Intern for the City of Redlands, and the she 

worked in the Planning Department in the City of 

Corona. She earned a BA from the University of 

Redlands and an MPA from California State 

University, San Bernardino. Officials in the City of 

Pleasanton are working to find a successor to City 

Manager Nelson Fialho, who resigned at the end of 

last November. Brian Dolan has been serving as the 

Pleasanton Interim City Manager. Executive 

Recruiters of Avery Associates has been retained to 

help the city identify its next city manager. Nelson 

retired after a quarter of a century working for the 

Pleasanton community. Anthony Arroyo has been 

selected to serve as the Interim City Manager in the 

City of Chino as City Manager Matt Ballantyne leaves 

to be the new Fontana City Manager. Anthony is the 

Chino Director of Human Resources. He joined the 

city staff in 2015. He previously worked as the Human 

Resources Director in Covina (2009-2015) and Colton 

(2003-2009). He earned an MA from The Fletcher 

School at Tufts University. Tom Weiner is the new City 

Manager in the City of Walnut following City 

Manager Rob Wishner’s retirement. Tom is a former 

Community Development Director and Assistant City 

Manager. Tom came to the Walnut city staff when he 

left the Lake Elsinore Community Development 

Director position in 2010. He worked for Lake Elsinore 

from 2006 when he was appointed Assistant 

Community Development Director.   

 

 

A Special Welcome and Salute to new Trackdown 

City Manager Newsletter Sponsor: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wade and Cheryl McKinney recently celebrated 

their 42nd wedding anniversary. Wade served as City 

Manager in Shafter, Atascadero and Indian Wells. 

He served as President of the California City 

Management Foundation Board, and was named 

CCMF City Manager of the Year in 2012. 

 

 

Chino City Manager Matt Ballantyne is the new City 

Manager in the City of Fontana, home of the Auto 

Club Speedway. Matt’s last day in Chino city hall will 

be Friday, April 15 and his first day in Fontana will be 

April 18. Matt has been the Chino City Manager since 

2012, and previous to that he was the San Marino City 

Manager (2006-2012). Matt earned a BA from the 

University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) and 

Master’s Degrees from California State Polytechnic 

University, Pomona and the University of La Verne. 

New Citrus Heights City Manager Ashley “Ash” 

Feeney, previously served as the Assistant City 

Manager in the City of Davis. Ash took the reigns from 

retiring City Manager Christopher Boyd. Ash worked 

in the home building industry prior to joining the Davis 

city staff. Ash earned a BA in economics from 

Humboldt State University. Citrus Heights 

incorporated in January 1997. The 2020 estimated 

population is 87,583. Raul Godinez II is the new Interim 

City Manager for the City of Fountain Valley. Raul 

previously served as City Manager in Santa Ana 

(November 2017-February 2019) and El Monte (2013-

2015). Chico City Manager Mark Orme resigned 

(2014-2022). Police Chief Matt Madden is the Interim 

City Manager. Mark began his public service career 

as a Field Representative for Congress Member 

Sonny Bono (1995-1998) and Congress Member Mary 

Bono (1998-1999). In 1999 he joined the Hemet staff 

as Assistant City Manager before moving to Chico. 

Mark earned an MBA from the University of Redlands.   
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More Pieces Picked Up: Veteran 

City Manager Henry Garcia will 

serve as the Interim City Manager 

in the City of Eastvale, where City 

Manager Bryan Jones resigned 

after a month on administrative 

leave. Henry previously served as 

the Interim City Manager in 

Moreno Valley. He previously 

served as City Manager in Azusa, 

Colton, and Rialto. Bryan worked 

for Auburn (2004-2006); Fresno (2006-2011) and 

Carlsbad (2011-2014) in transportation and public 

works capacities. He served as Public Works Director 

in Fremont (2014) before going to the private sector. 

He came to Eastvale in 2018 as the Assistant City 

Manager before becoming the City Manager in 

November 2018. Alameda City Manager Eric Levitt, 

who previously served as the City Manager in Simi 

Valley, is the new Fullerton City Manager.  He went to 

Alameda in April 2019 after leaving Simi Valley. He 

also worked as City Manager for Janesville, Wisconsin 

and Sedona, Arizona. Eric earned a BA and MPA 

from the University of Kansas. He will take the Fullerton 

position from Interim City Manager Jeff Collier on 

May 10, 2022. Palmdale Assistant Citiy Manager 

Ronda Perez, who is serving as the Interim City 

Manager, also is the Managing Private Investigator 

for a private company, and has been since October 

2006. Ronda joined the Palmdale city staff in October 

2021. From October 2006 to September 2020 Ronda 

worked for the City of Lancaster, the first 12-years as 

the Director of Parks, Recreation and Arts and the last 

two as Assistant City Manager. She earned a BA from 

the University of California, Irvine and a MS in criminal 

justice from California State University, Long Beach. 

East Palo Alto City Manager Jaime Fontes resigned 

effective April 30 to seek other career opportunities. 

Jaime’s employments agreement expires at that 

time. He has served for the past three years. He was 

hired as the East Palo Alto City Manager in April 2019. 

Before that he was the City Manager of Greenfield in 

Monterey County for just over a year before he was 

dismissed. Prior to Greenfield, Jaime was City 

Manager in Santa Paula for 8-years, and before that 

he was City Manager in Nogales, Arizona. Jaime 

earned a BA from Arizona State University and a JD 

from Western State University College of Law. Irvine 

City Manager Oliver Chi earned a BA from the 

University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) and an 

MPA from the University of Southern California (USC). 

Oliver is the seventh City Manager in Irvine history. 

Oliver is a past President (2004-2005) of the Municipal 

Management Association of Southern California 

(MMASC). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Some of the best Bloody Mary’s around are found at 

Schooner or Later at the Long Beach Marina.  Here are 

April Willhoff and Arcy Hinojosa, two City of Cerritos 

retirees, meeting for lunch. Due to Arcy’s professionalism 

and popularity, Trackdown received more comments on 

her retirement coverage than any other coverage since 

inception of the newsletter. 

 

David Maistros of Ohio started as the Avalon City 

Manager on February 1, 2022. David is working under 

a 3-year employment agreement. David succeeds 

City Manager Denise Radde, who is retiring. He spent 

more than 24-years work for Twinsuburg, Ohio as the 

Law Director and Senior Administrative Staff (January 

1998-January 2022). David earned a BA in criminal 

justice from Bowling Green State University and a JD 

from Cleveland State University, Cleveland, Marshal 

College of Law. Darin Gale is the new Assistant City 

Manager in the City of Brentwood. Darin earned a BA 

in economics from California State University, 

Sacramento and an MBA from Lebow School of 

Business at Drexel University. He has been working for 

Sacramento working in business retention and 

expansion. Darin worked for Yuba City for 10-years; 

leaving there as Deputy City Manager. He also 

worked in constituent services for a member of the 

U.S. Congress.      

                                                                           

Letters and Notes for Readers:  
                                                                                           

Thanks for recognizing my Dad. He still wrote his 

column and many editorials up until 6 months 

before his death.  (March Special, No. 4)                                                            

–Vern Lawson Jr., Lancaster 

Some have confused my possible PTSD as being a 

result of serving in Vietnam, but I rather suspect it is 

from service in municipal government!                             

--Jim Barisic, Brandywine Homes  
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 Still More Pieces Picked Up: Pismo 

Beach Assistant City Manager and 

Management Services Director Jorge 

Garcia previously worked as Assistant to 

the City Manager in the City of Santa 

Ana (July 2017- November 2018). He joined the Santa 

Ana staff as a Senior Management Assistant in 

February 2014. Jorge worked as a Management 

Analyst in August 2008 to May 2011 in the City of Villa 

Park, and then went to work in Fountain Valley as a 

Management Analyst (May 2011 – February 2014). 

Jorge earned a BA from Chapman University and an 

MPA from California State University, Fullerton. Jorge 

served as President of MMASC from December 2014 

to November 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lydia Muñoz of Bellflower City Manager Jeff Stewart’s 

office. Lydia runs in marathons and half-marathons and 

has done some distance bike riding too. 

 

“We don’t talk about Bruno!                                                                                                    

“SHORTS” are single sentence shoutouts:  

SHORTS: *Rosemead City Manager Gloria Molleda is 

no longer on the job though still listed on the City’s 

web page. *Tripepi Smith’s Claire Torza, who earned 

a BA in philosophy, politiics and economics from 

Claremont McKenna College, previously worked as 

a law clerk and legal assistant, and in 2014 she served 

as a Girls on the Run Facilitator in Alexandria, Virginia. 

*After graduating from California Polytechnic State 

University, San Luis Obispo and obtaining a CPA 

license, Lorena Zarate held positions in private sector 

and public accounting and was apppointed 

Finance Director for the City of Guadalupe in 

November 2019. *Thaddeus McCormack began his 

service as the Lakewood City Manager on 

September 5, 2017 filling the vacancy left by the 

retirement of the late legendary City Manager 

Howard Chambers. *William L. Stanton Jr., who 

earned a BA from Occidental College, served as an  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SoFi Stadium in Inglewood, where the Rams won the 

Super Bowl, has become a favored California venue 

for special and sporting events. 

 

Administrative Assistant for the City of Signal Hill in 

November 1986 after serving as City Administrator in 

Guadalupe (1979-1984). *Jennifer Lopez, a Regional 

Administrator for the Los Angeles County Department 

of Children and Family Services, earned a BA from 

California State University, Los Angeles and a 

Master’s degree from the University of Redlands. *City 

Manager Dominic Lazzaretto celebrated his 10th 

Anniversary as Arcadia City Manager in March as he 

was appointed in March 2012 after serving as the La 

Palma City Manager for five and a half years. 

*Maynard Law, who was the Cerritos Optimist Club 

President in 2008-2009, and former President of the 

ABC Unified School District Board of Education, 

served as a member the city staff in Cudahy in the 

1980s, including as the Director of Community 

Services in 1985. *Retired City Manager Terry Matz 

served as the President of the Cerritos Optimist Club 

in 2016 to 2017. *Steven G. McHarris has been the City 

Manager in the City of Milpitas since June 2019. 

*Former Riverbank City Manager Sean Scully is the 

new City Manager in the City of Lincoln in the 

California Gold Country. *Retired, award winning, 

Santa Clarita City Manager Ken Pulskamp, who 

served as the President of the City Managers’ 

Department of the League of California Cities ( 2010-

2011), became the Executive Director for the 

California City Management Foundation (CCMF) in 

February 2014 after serving more than 35-years in 

local government. *Former Bell Gardens Community 

Development Director (2012-2019) Abel Avalos, who 

earned a BA from Califonria State University, Long 

Beach and an MPP from the Kennedy School at 

Harvard University, has been the Community 

Development Director for the City of Lakewood since 

February 2019. *Former Long Beach Vice Mayor (July 

2014-July 2016) Suja Lowenthal, who is a former 

daughter-in-law to Congress Member Alan 

Lowenthal, is the City Manager in the City of Hermosa 

Beach and previously worked for Santa Monica. *** 


