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Frank G. Tripepi shown here discussing issues at the 

March 31 “Proof of Life” lunch at the North Woods 

Inn Restaurant in La Mirada. Frank served nearly 30-

years in the City of Rosemead, 28-years as City 

Manager. He has also been with Willdan companies 

for the past 20-years. He served as the Interim City 

Manager for the City of La Puente (2008-2009). Frank 

began his public service career in 1971 in Hawaiian 

Gardens following his return from Vietnam where he 

served with the U.S. Army. Frank has also served as a 

member of the Board of Governors for the Rose 

Institute of State and Local Government (2008-

present). He earned a BA from California State 

University, Fullerton.  He loves trout opening days at 

Lake Crowley and other fishing holes near Bishop. 

 

Los Angeles County Cities with 

names that begin with the letter “A” 

There are 88 cities in Los Angeles County. There 

are six of those cities that have names that 

begin with the letter “A”. They include Agoura 

Hills, Alhambra, Arcadia, Artesia, Avalon and 

Azusa. Azusa was incorporated in December 

1898 as the oldest of this group, and Agoura Hills 

is the youngster of the group incorporating in 

December 1982.  

                                                                        

Current city managers in these “A” cities include 

Nathan Hamburger, Jessica Binnquist, Dominic 

Lazzaretto, Mike Egan, David Maistros and 

Sergio Gonzalez. We will attempt to work in 

some former city managers to provide an 

informal historical context.  

 

We will also try to work in a little about the “Proof 

of Life” lunch program. The next “Proof of Life” 

session is June 23. 

 

       /   
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http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 
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Los Angeles County Cities with                         

names that begin with the letter “A” 

In 1982, the residents 

of the City of Agoura 

Hills voted in favor of 

cityhood by a 68% 

majority. Agoura Hills 

became the 83rd City in Los Angeles County. 

Incorporating a year after neighboring Westlake 

Village, the drive for cityhood in the region was 

largely based on public discontent with the 

county's failure to limit residential development 

of the area, motives which influenced both 

Malibu and Calabasas to follow suit by 

incorporating in 1991. The 2020 estimated 

population is 20,299. 

 

City Manager Nathan Hamburger began his 

professional public service career in 1999 as a 

Senior Management Analyst for the City of 

Walnut. He was hired by the City of Agoura Hills 

in January 2006 as the Assistant City Manager. 

Nathan was appointed City Manager in July 

2020 to replace longtime City Manager Greg 

Ramirez who left to be the City Manager in 

Camarillo. Nathan earned a BA from California 

State University, Fullerton and an MPA from the 

University of Southern California (USC). He served 

as Vice President in 2007 and Treasurer on the 

Board of the Municipal Management Assistants 

of Southern California (MMASC) in 2005. 

Here is a list of other Agoura Hills city managers: 

Michael Huse went on to serve in Solana Beach 

(1986-1994, and he retired from Pacific Grove 

(1994-2000). Greg Ramirez left to be the 

Camarillo City Manager. 

 

Greg Ramirez (2004-2020);                                       

David Adams (1995-2004) left for San Juan 

Capistrano;                                                                   

Terry S. Matz (1993-1995);                                              

David Carmany (1987-1993);                                    

Michael W. Huse (1983-1986). 

 
https://www.climatec.com/  

                                                                                            

Founded in 1975, Climatec has grown from humble 

beginnings into one of the largest providers of 

building technology and energy efficiency solutions 

in the nation – and Climatec has been a proud 

member of the Robert Bosch family since 2015. 

Led by a highly credentialed team with more than 

300 years of combined industry experience, 

Climatec helps public agencies find general fund 

relief through renewed infrastructure and funding 

solutions. The firm has delivered thousands of 

successful energy efficiency programs to public 

sector clients, including education, local, county, 

state and federal governments. 
 

Regional Managers    

Ashley Cascio and           

Tyler Girtman 

                                                                          

                                                                                

Southern California Telephone: 949-474-0955                                                                                           

Bay Area Telephone: 925-558-2729 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

www.usi.com 

USI has developed sophisticated employee  

benefit programs for public entities for more than  

30-years.  USI helps agencies design innovative    

benefit solutions and provide benefit education  

to bargaining units. 

  
For more information contact          

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010 or 

gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                                     

 

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                              

Torrance, CA 90503    

https://www.climatec.com/
http://www.usi.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
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https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue.  

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Avenu has California Offices in El Dorado Hills, 

Fresno, Pleasanton, Sacramento and Westlake 

Village. 

                                                                           

Fran Mancia may be reached at 

559-288-7296. Fran is a member of 

the Board of Trustees of the 

California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF).  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

             Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint Powers 

Authority (JPA) helping communities 

fund critical projects.                                  

 

ICFA has assisted funding more than $500 million in 

critical community projects, from hospitals to charter 

schools, municipal utilities and housing. 

                                                                                               

ICFA is well positioned outside of laborious 

bureaucracies to allow for expeditiousness. 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                      

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Los Angeles County Cities with                         

names that begin with the letter “A” 

Alhambra was originally promoted as a "city of 

homes", and many of its homes have historical 

significance. Alhambra's main business district, 

at the intersection of Main and Garfield, has 

been a center of commerce since 1895. By the 

1950s, it had taken on an upscale look and was 

"the" place to go in the San Gabriel 

Valley. Alhambra incorporated in July 1903.  The 

2020 estimated population is 82,868. Jessica 

Binnquist is the City Manager and Lauren Myles 

is the City Clerk. Pearl Lieu is the Director of 

Finance and Dean Johnson is the Assistant 

Finance Director. Mariam Ko is the Director of 

Human Resources and Risk Management.  

Jessica Binnquist served as an 

Administrative Analyst in the 

City of San Marino from March 

1996 to July 2009 when she was 

selected to serve as the City 

Manager in Alhambra. She 

started as a Clerk in San Marino 

and worked her way up in the 

organization. Jessica earned a 

BA in organizational leadership from Azusa 

Pacific University and an MPA from California 

State University, Long Beach.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.contractcities.org 

Marcel Rodarte,                               

Executive Director 

President Mark Waronek of Lomita 

Mayra Bonilla, Operations 

Manager 

 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210 

Cerritos, California 90703 

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
http://www.contractcities.org/
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 Los Angeles County Cities with                         

names that begin with the letter “A” 

Arcadia is home to horse racetrack at Santa 

Anita Park. In 1942 during World War II, the 

racetrack grounds were used as a processing 

and holding site for Japanese Americans who 

had been removed from their homes and 

communities for government forced relocation 

and internment under President Franklin 

Roosevelt’s Executive Order. The center held 

people from March through the end of October 

1942, when the internees were relocated to 

permanent camps inland at Manzanar and Tule 

Lake. In November 1942 the center was 

transferred to Army Ordinance Corps for training 

purposes and officially renamed Camp Santa 

Anita. Later in the was the facility served as a 

prisoner of war camp, holding several thousand 

of Rommel’s German soldiers from the African 

theater. Arcadia was incorporated in August 

1903. The 2020 estimated population is 56,681. 

Dominic Lazzaretto is the City Manager and 

Gene Glasco is the elected City Clerk.  Michael 

Bruckner is the Deputy City Clerk. Sara Somogyi 

is the Director of Recreation and Community 

Services. 

 

Dominic Lazzaretto worked with his late father 

Andy Lazzaretto at A. C. Lazzaretto & Associates 

from 1994 to 2003. In 2003 Dominic joined the 

city staff in La Palma as the Community 

Development Director. In 2005, he was 

promoted to Assistant City Manager, and he 

became City Manager in 2007. Dominic was 

hired as the Arcadia City Manager in March 

2012. In 2013 he received a 10-year ICMA 

Service Award. Dominic earned a BS from 

Pennsylvania State University, Schreyer Honors 

College, and an MPA from California State 

University, Long Beach.  

 

“If you’re too busy to help the people around you 

succeed, you’re too busy.” –Bob Moawad  

Unofficial listing of Arcadia City Managers: 

                                                                                    

William J. Richard (1951-1956) 

Neil Anderson (1956-1959) 

Lawrence Cook (1959) 

Charles Lortz (1959) 

Harold K. Schone (19591966)                                       

Wesley McDaniels (1966) 

Lyman H. Cozad (1966-1977) 

Lyle W. Albert (1978-1981) 

George J. Watts (1981-May 1992) 

Don Duckworth (1992-1994) 

William Kelly (1994-2007) 

Donald E. Penman (2008-2012) 

Dominic Lazzaretto (2012-present) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/                                              

HdL was founded in 1983 by former 

City Manager Robert "Bob" 

Hinderliter. HdL expanded and 

improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City 

Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s 

retired Executive Chairman. Andy Nickerson is the 

President/CEO. Other members of the HdL team 

include Vikki Beatley, Rob Braulik, Paula Cone, Barry 

Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly Konczak, David 

McPherson, and Bobby Young. 

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology and consulting services that enable 

cities, counties and special districts to better serve 

their constituents. HdL’s team of professionals 

currently serve more than 500 agencies nationwide.  

HdL Companies offers support services and software 

that includes sales, use and transactions taxes, 

economic development, property taxes, business 

license fees, transient occupancy tax, short-term 

rental compliance, rent control, indirect cost 

recovery, utility users tax, and cannabis regulation 

and taxation. 

Corporate Headquarters 

120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California 

888-861-0220 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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Trackdown Posse Roster                                                
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager 

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Cofounder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Gardens 

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, W. Sacramento 

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Posse Roster:  
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                             

Dave Carmany, West Covina, City Manager                                                                                 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon                                                                                                                            

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Mark Scott, Lincoln Interim City Manager   

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

                                                                        
 

City Manager Newsletter                                            

by Trackdown Management 

                                                                                                         
Jack A. and Susan Simpson 

www.trackdownmanagement.net 

 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

 

10 Claret, Rancho Mirage, CA 92270                                         

Telephone No. 562.896.5424 

 

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim L. Barisic                                        

Founded Brandywine in 1994. Jim 

also worked for the cities of 

Paramount and Cerritos.                                                    

Jim and two of his sons                 

Brett Whitehead, and David Barisic                        

direct Brandywine Homes.  

 

Currently under construction and soon to open for 

sales or leasing in the Cities of Whittier, Carson,        

La Verne, Glendora, Riverside and Murietta and 

sales in El Monte, Long Beach, Huntington Beach, 

Artesia and Santa Ana 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    

16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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Retired City Managers Don Penman and Jorge Rifa 

at the March 31, 2022 “Proof of Life” lunch at the 

North Woods Inn Restaurant in La Mirada. The next 

“Proof of Life” lunch will be June 23 at the same 

venue. Please save the date and attend. 

 

Los Angeles County Cities with                         

names that begin with the letter “A” 

Donald E. Penman served as the Arcadia City 

Manager from 2008 to 2012. Don began his 

public service career as an Intern in Arcadia in 

1974. In 1975 he was hired to be an 

Administrative Assistant for the City of Simi 

Valley. He was promoted in 1978 Don was 

promoted to Senior Administrative Assistant, in 

1979 to Assistant to the City Manager, and in 

1981 he was made Deputy City Manager. In 

1982 Don was appointed City Administrator in 

the City of San Fernando. He left that position in 

1990 when he was hired to serve as the City 

Manager in Baldwin Park. After leaving that post 

in 1993, Don returned to Simi Valley as Assistant 

City Manager, and in 1998 he took the same 

position with the City of Arcadia. Don earned a 

BA from California State University, Northridge 

and an MPA from the University of Southern 

California (USC). In 2010 Don received a 35-year 

ICMA Service Award. Since retirement, Don has 

served as Interim City Manager in the cities of 

Azusa, Covina, Temple City, San Fernando, 

Ventura and Calabasas.  

        

Municipal Seminar                                                   

May 12 – 15, 2022                                                             

Indian Wells, California 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.ekapr.com 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists. 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA,                        

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner  

 

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
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https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 
 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations.                               

Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis 

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight Agent Services; 

Mortgage Program Administration Services; 

Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development.                                                                                                             

                                                                                      

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

Los Angeles County Cities with                         

names that begin with the letter “A” 

Lyman Cozad served as the City Manager in the 

City of Colton (January 1957 – March 1964) 

before becoming the Administrative Officer in 

Beverly Hills in March 1964. Lyman joined the 

Arcadia city staff as City Manager in September 

1966. He retired from Arcadia in 1977 and went 

to work for the League of California Cities as the 

Southern California Manager. Lyman left the 

League in December 1984. He earned a BSBA 

and MSPA from Ohio State University. Lyman was 

born in May1914. He served as President of the 

City Managers’ Department of the League of 

California Cities in 1972-1973. 

The late Lyle W. Alberg (1930-2011) passed away 

at age 81 on Friday, May 20, 2011, of congestive 

heart failure at the Eisenhower Hospital in 

Rancho Mirage. Lyle was born April 1, 1930. He 

served as a sergeant in the United States Marine 

Corps, and was stationed in San Diego and 

Henderson, Nevada during the Korean War. Lyle 

served as the Personnel Officer in Monterey Park 

from 1956-1958, then City Administrator for the 

cities of Montebello from 1958 - 1968, 

Independence, Missouri from 1968-1978, 

Arcadia from 1978-1981, and Hemet from 1981-

1988. Lyle earned a 35-year ICMA Service 

Award. He retired as City Manager and acting 

Fire Chief from Hemet in 1988. Following his 

retirement, Lyle served two terms on the Hemet 

City Council and as Mayor. He also served as 

interim city manager for Indian Wells, Desert Hot 

Springs, La Habra Heights, Imperial City, and for 

the newly incorporated cities of Yucca Valley, 

and Calimesa. [Also listed on Page 3 of the 

March 2008 issue of the City Manager 

Newsletter by Trackdown.] 

 

“A winner is somebody who goes 

out there every day and exhausts 

himself trying to get something 

accomplished.”  --Joe Torre 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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Los Angeles County Cities with                         

names that begin with the letter “A” 

George J. Watts began his public service career 

in 1966 as an Intern with the City of Long Beach, 

and in 1968 he took an Administrative Intern 

position with the City of Commerce. In 1970 he 

was hired as a full-time Administrative Assistant 

for the City of Arcadia. George was promoted 

to Assistant City Manager in 1975. After two stints 

as the Interim City Manager, George was 

appointed Arcadia City Manager in 1981. He 

served in that position for Arcadia until 1992. 

George was hired to serve as the Indian Wells 

City Manager in 1993 and worked there until 

2001. In 1997 George received a 30-year ICMA 

Service Award. He earned a BA from California 

State University, Long Beach. George is the lead 

singer and guitarist for the Howlin’ Blues Boogie 

Band. 

 

 

 

 

http://rwglaw.com/ 

 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                    

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast.                                                              

The RWG team of experts provides the full scope of 

public law services. 

Practical advice and well-analyzed 

solutions come from listening 

carefully and asking the right 

questions. 

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484.      

                                                                    

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the Board of 

Trustees of the California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF).  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

                                                                                              

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths 

to issues facing local government. Pat can help you, 

whether you are a City Manager looking for ways to 

turn your city around, or a developer needing 

assistance navigating the complexities of the 

political and/or entitlement 

process.   

Specializing in Cities + Development 

Pat was honored with the League 

of California Cities 2019 Wes 

McClure Award for City Managers 

of Distinction.                                                                                 

Pat has had numerous successful experiences with 

public-private partnerships.                                        

Telephone No. 562-331- 

 

 

 

www.rawperformancesc.com 

 

 

 

 

 
Special group sessions for sports teams, police and fire 

departments or other groups may be arranged. 

 
Raw Performance Coach William Ha, CSCS, earned a BS 

in Kinesiology from California State University, Long 

Beach.  He is a certified strength and conditioning coach.                     

Call: 714-335-4436 

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 90720  

www.rawperformancesc.com 

http://rwglaw.com/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former               

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont.   

Kosmont Companies serves the 

needs of cities, counties, quasi-

governmental agencies, private 

developers and non-profit 

organizations, including educational institutions.                                                                                 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges, and solutions. A 

transactional firm that takes a hands-on approach 

to economic development focused on successful 

outcomes.   

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year! 

Kosmont Companies was named the Corporate Sponsor 

of the Year by the California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF) for 2022. The award was presented at 

the annual City Managers’ Department Meeting of the 

League of California Cities in Monterey in February. 

 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

 

Folsom Prison in Folsom, California opened in 1880. 

Johnny Cash recorded the big hit “At Folsom Prison” 

album there in 1968. It is the State’s 2nd oldest prison. 

The picture is by Erin Stibal. The Mt. San Gorgonio 

picture is by retired Whittier City Manager and Interim 

Fullerton City Manager Jeff Collier. The picture is a 

view of the mountain as it pops up above the clouds 

as seen from the City of Upland.  

Los Angeles County Cities with                         

names that begin with the letter “A” 

Artesia is named for the many flowing artesian 

wells in the area in the early years. The Artesia 

School District was established in 1875. Many 

working the dairies in the surrounding area 

found housing in Artesia. Dairy Valley (Cerritos) 

incorporated in 1956, leaving out the heart of 

the area where the most population lived.  

Artesia incorporated in May 1959. The 2020 

estimated population is 16,395.  The city has had 

several city managers. This is not an exhaustive 

list but just off the top of the head: E. W. “Ed” 

Medley, Peter B. Feenstra, John Johnston, Jim 

Barisic, Gene Romig, Harold Campbell, Lois 

O’Sullivan, Jerry Shuster, M.D. “Mac” McKeown, 

Paul Philips, Maria Dadian, Don Powell, William 

Rawlings, and the current Interim City Manager 

Mike Egan. [October 2015 issue, 

 https://trackdownmanagement.net/wp-

content/uploads/2015/12/2015-10a.pdf  ]. 

 

Mike Egan started his public services 

career after working in the private 

sector. In 1989 he joined the city staff 

in Bellflower and worked in various 

positions. In 1997 he was hired to 

replace City Manager Linda Lowry, 

and he served in that position until 2011. That 

year he was appointed City Manager in the City 

of Norwalk. Mike retired in 2017. Since retirement 

he has worked in consultant assignments. He 

works for Tripepi Smith and the California Joint 

Powers Insurance Authority. Mike is a past 

President of the Gateway Cities Area City 

Managers’ Group (2006-2007). He earned a BA 

in behavioral sciences from California State 

Polytechnic University, Pomona. He is a past 

President of the Bellflower Kiwanis Club. 

 

                                                      

“A life is not important except in 

the impact it has on other lives.” 

--Jackie Robinson 

http://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.kosmont.com/
https://trackdownmanagement.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/2015-10a.pdf
https://trackdownmanagement.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/2015-10a.pdf
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City Manager Says Farewell To Friend 
December 31, 2008                                                                       
By Jack A. Simpson 

 
    No one who knew him could imagine it happening, but 
long-time Long Beach resident, veteran City Manager      
M. D. “Mac” McKeown has died. 

    Those who knew him got the feeling that he might just 
live forever. He was too engaged and cantankerous to give 
in to Father Time, but the man who stayed active to the 
end, passed away on Saturday, Dec. 27, 2008, at the age of 
85. He is gone, but his legend lives. 

    Mac is a former city manager in Dairy Valley (Cerritos), 
Paramount, Norwalk and Artesia. He also did some special 
and interim assignments in jurisdictions including the cities 
of South El Monte, Palmdale and Industry. 

    It was my good fortune, though I not always thought it 
as such, to have met Mac in the latter months of 1965 
when then-Paramount Assistant City Manager Chris Rope 
hired me as an administrative intern. Little did I know at 
the time that that introduction to municipal government 
would lead me to a 30-some year career. Mac’s “old 
school” lessons are ingrained in me to this day. 

    He was one to stay in touch with those who had come 
under his tutelage, whether by working for him or with him 
as a colleague. During the past several years, Mac hosted a 
birthday/holiday luncheon get-together for a group who 
willingly gathered in respect to him. I feel privileged to 
have been included along with Huntington Park City 
Manager Gregory Korduner, retired Ventura County 
Manager John F. Johnston, David Lund, Pat West, Bill Holt, 
Ray Harris, Andy Lazzaretto and others. Mac could always 
gather an impressive crowd. 

    Mac abhorred publicity, but his quiet “nice-guy” cover 
was blown in September 2007, when current and former 
female California State Legislators honored him with a 
commemorative rose garden on the Capitol grounds, 
thanking him as the “Rose Man.” Mac had hand-delivered a 
single rose to each female lawmaker every month from 
1978 to 2003. It was a token of appreciation for their hard 
work in the generally male-dominated working 
environment of the legislature. It was reported that Mac 
choked up at the honor but grumped about the presence 
of representatives of the press. 

    At the last birthday/holiday luncheon in Long Beach this 
past year held at Parker’s Lighthouse, Mac passed out a 
single rose to each attendee. It was a very nice gathering 
and the last time many of us were able to see Mac. God 
bless his family and friends, and may he rest in peace as his 
legend lives on… 

Los Angeles County Cities with                         

names that begin with the letter “A” 

Avalon is the only city on Santa Catalina Island in 

Los Angeles County. In 1975, Philip Wrigley 

deeded the Wrigley shares in the Santa Catalina 

Island Company to the Catalina Island 

Conservancy. The Conservancy now stewards 

88 percent of the island, primarily outside of the 

City of Avalon. The Santa Catalina Island 

Company maintains control of much of its resort 

properties and operations within the City of 

Avalon. It still owns and operates many of the 

main tourist attractions in Avalon, including the 

Catalina Visitors Country Club, Catalina Island 

Golf Course, Descanso Beach Club and the 

Casino Ballroom. From 1921 to 1951 the Wrigley’s 

Chicago Cubs used the island for Spring 

Training. Avalon incorporated in June 1913. The 

2020 estimated population is 3,460. David 

Maistros is the City Manager and Denise Radde 

is the City Clerk.  

 

http://www.nwfg.com/ 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment 

banking firm providing underwriting and financial 

advisory services to public agencies, and 

implementation of special tax methodologies. 

                                                                                              

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates 

of Participation, and general obligation bond 

financings, tax allocation refunding, revenue and 

expense projections modeling.     

                                                                   

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s                               

President Pam Newcomb 

1254 Hoover Street                                                                                

Carlsbad, California 92008                                                                                          

 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catalina_Island_Conservancy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catalina_Island_Conservancy
http://www.nwfg.com/
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Los Angeles County Cities with                         

names that begin with the letter “A” 

David Maistros comes from a law 

background. He most recently 

served as the Law Director on the 

Senior Administrative Staff for the 

City of Twinsburg, Ohio (January 

1998 – January 2022). Prior to that he worked 

more than 31-years in his own law office in 

Chagrin Fall, Ohio (November 1990 – January 

2022). David held positions in the legal field with 

the City of Hudson, Ohio; Streetsboro, Ohio and 

the Village of Newburgh Heights, Ohio. He came 

to California and the City of Avalon in January 

2022. David earned a BA in criminal justice from 

Bowling Green State University and a JD from the 

Marshall College of Law at Cleveland State 

University, Cleveland. 

 

David Jinkens, Ben Harvey and John Longley 

are among the many former Avalon City 

Managers. David was there a couple of times, 

as was John. David served as Avalon City 

Manager from July 2016 to December 2017. 

David retired as the City Manager in South Lake 

Tahoe. David earned a BA from the University of 

California, Berkeley and an MPA from the 

University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). 

Since 2016 Ben has served as the City Manager 

in Pacific Grove. He previously worked for the 

Southern California Edison Company in the 

public affairs department. Ben began his public 

service career with the cities of Bellflower and 

Newport Beach. Ben earned a BA from the 

University of California, Davis and an MPA from 

California State University, Long Beach. John left 

in 1988 to be the San Joaquin City Manager. He 

served as City Manager in Greenfield, and 

Farmersville in addition to his two times in Avalon 

(1980-1982 and 1984 – 1988).   

 

Former Indian Wells city staff member Michael 

Parmer is the Avalon Assistant City Manager 

starting in May 2019.  

8081 Moody Street                                                                    

La Palma, CA 90623                                                     

Telephone No. 800-229-2343                               

www.cjpia.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 

 
Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; you 

don't need them often but when you do, they had  

better work." 

 

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his sons,               

Jason Gonsalves and Paul Gonsalves are expert 

local government lobbyists. The firm represents 50-

plus cities and is a key player in city legislation. The 

firm works closely with the League of California Cities. 

                                                                                                

 

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time  

Member of the CCMF Board of Trustees 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

 

 

http://www.cjpia.org/
https://gonsalvi.com/
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http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided 

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like 

the Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and 

the PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400 

clients address unfunded obligations and lower 

liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS 

is the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                                                            

                                                                                             

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

                                                                                          

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356 or 

kevin@kolgs.com 

    

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

Telephone: 877-314-7080 

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest associations of its 

kind in the nation, dedicated to the professional 

development of Southern California management 

leaders.                                                                             

President Paolo Kespradit, West Hollywood 

Vice President Dominique Samario, Murrieta 

Jonathan Royas, Santa Paula 

Louis Lacasella, Murrieta 

Joseph Cisneros, La Palma 

Greg Kwolek, Morro Bay 

Tanya Spiegel, Ontario 

Los Angeles County Cities with                         

names that begin with the letter “A” 

Azusa is on historic Route 66 and is the entrance 

to the headwaters of the San Gabriel River. The 

name derives from the Indian people’s word 

Asuksa-nga. City promotions have been using 

the “backronym” that Azusa stands for 

everything from A to Z in the U.S.A. Azusa was 

listed in the 1860 census as a township. The city 

was founded in 1887 and incorporated the first 

time in December 1898. It was incorporated 

again in August 1901. The 2020 estimated 

population is 50,000. Sergio Gonzalez is the City 

Manager and Nico DeAnda-Scaia is the Deputy 

City Manager. Jeffrey Cornejo is the City Clerk. 

 

Sergio Gonzalez went to work for the City of 

South Pasadena as a Community Services 

Supervisor in August 2003. He became the 

Community Services Director in 2006, Assistant 

City Manager in 2008 and City Manager in 

November 2011. Sergio served as the Hermosa 

Beach City Manager from May 2017 to April 

2018. He became the Azusa City Manager in 

April 2018. Sergio earned a BS and MPA from 

California State University, Los Angeles.   

 

 

 

www.chwlaw.us 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services with the core 

commitment to provide helpful, understandable, 

and fairly priced service.    

                                                                                               

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700; 916-400-0370; 

858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
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Municipal Law 

Services                                 

Colantuono 

Highsmith 

Whatley, PC    
 

www.chwlaw.us  

Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley is a municipal 

law firm with offices in Pasadena, Grass Valley, 

Solana Beach, and Sonoma that represents 

public and private clients throughout California 

in municipal law, including public revenues, 

land use, elections, labor and employment, 

post-redevelopment, housing, public works 

contracting, utility services, the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Cortese-

Knox-Hertzberg Act regarding Local Agency 

Formation Commissions, sex offender and 

marijuana regulation and related public safety 

topics, and associated litigation. Our core 

commitment is to provide advice our clients find 

helpful, understandable, and fairly priced.                         

Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley, PC  Offices  

Grass Valley, California:                                      
420 Sierra College Drive, Suite 140 

Grass Valley, CA 95945-5091 

Phone (530) 432-7357 

Fax (530) 432-7356 

Sonoma, California                                                    

670 West Napa Street, Suite F 

Sonoma, CA 95476 

Phone (707) 996-9690 
Fax (707) 996-9603 

Pasadena, California:                                          
790 E. Colorado Blvd., Suite 850 

Pasadena, CA 91101-2109 

Phone (213) 542-5700 

Fax (213) 542-5710 

Solana Beach, California                                    
440 Stevens Avenue, Suite 200 

Solana Beach, CA 92075 

Phone (858) 682-3665 

info@chwlaw.us                                             

The firm was recognized as one of California’s 

Top Ranked Law Firms by Martindale-Hubbell in 

2014 and Michael Colantuono, Terri Highsmith, 

Jenni Pancake, Michael Allderdice and Scott 

Howard have each achieved the highest AV 

rating from Martindale-Hubbell. Michael 

Colantuono (2011–2013) and Holly Whatley 

(2013) have been listed as among the Top 

Municipal Lawyers in California by the Daily 

Journal newspaper. Michael was awarded the 

2010 Public Lawyer of the Year Award by the 

California State Bar, is a former President of the 

City Attorneys Department of the League of 

California Cities, former President and Chair of 

the Board of Trustees of the State Bar, and 

Secretary / Treasurer of the California Academy 

of Appellate Lawyers—a prestigious 

organization of about 100 of the most respected 

appellate advocates in our State. Michael is also 

certified as an Appellate Specialist by the 

California State Bar’s Board of Legal 

Specialization. 

The firm serves as general counsel or city or town 

attorney of the cities of Auburn, Barstow, 

Calabasas, Chico, Grass Valley, Lakeport, Ojai, 

Sierra Madre, South Pasadena, the Town of 

Yountville, and the Successor Agencies to the 

Auburn, Barstow, Sierra Madre and South 

Pasadena Redevelopment Agencies, to 

Oversight Boards for Successor Agencies in 

Huntington Park, Pomona, Rialto, San 

Bernardino, San Gabriel and Temple City, the 

Garden Valley, Higgins, Ophir Hill, North San 

Juan, Penn Valley, and Rough & Ready Fire 

Districts, the Orangeline Development Authority, 

the SELACO Workforce Investment Board, the 

Calaveras, San Diego and Yuba County 

LAFCOs, the Oak Tree Park and Recreation 

District, the Pine Grove, and Peninsula 

Community Services Districts, the Tahoe Forest 

Hospital District, the First Five Yuba Commission, 

and Upper Valley Waste Management Agency. 

Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley periodically 

distributes a newsletter that highlights new 

developments in the law. 

                                                                    

Newsletters (chwlaw.us) 

http://www.chwlaw.us/
mailto:info@chwlaw.us
https://chwlaw.us/newsletter-library/
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“Proof of Life” Lunch Program 

Here are a few of those who turned out for the 

March 31 “Proof of Life” lunch in La Mirada. 

March 31, 2022 “Proof of Life” lunch at the North 

Woods Inn Restaurant in La Mirada. Twenty-seven 

former and current City Managers assembled for the 

informal get-together. Those gathering included:  

Wayne Wedin, Ron Molendyk, Gregory Korduner, 

Tom Robinson, Don Vestal, Lloyd de Llamas, Larry 

Kosmont, Pat West, Linda Benedetti-Leal, Mike Egan, 

Jim De Stefano, Robert Dickey, Frank G. Tripepi, Bill 

Crowe, Lou Shepard, Jeff Collier, Don Penman, Glenn 

Southard, Bud Ovrom, Denise Ovrom, Darrell George, 

Julio J. Fuentes, Mike Sedell, Jorge Rifa, Don Jeffers, 

Ray Griest, and Jack Simpson. 

Trackdown City Manager Newsletter Sponsors were 

represented by Past West of Pat West LLC, Larry 

Kosmont, the founder of the Kosmont Companies 

and retired HdL Companies founder Lloyd de Llamas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picking Up the Pieces: Oceanside 

Deputy City Manager Jonathan E. 

Borrego is the Interim City Manager 

to fill the position following the 

resignation of City Manager Deanna 

Lorson. Deanna’s resignation was 

effective March 23. In addition to serving as Deputy 

City Manager, Jonathan is the Development Services 

Director. Before joining the Oceanside city staff in 

September 2017, he was the Planning Services 

Manager in the City of Anaheim for nearly 30-years 

(May 1988 – September 2017). Jonathan earned a BA 

and MPA from California State University, Long 

Beach. Chico City Manager Mark Orme is now longer 

in office for the city of Chico after submitting his 

resignation. It appears that he may have wished he 

could hang on to the position. Chico Chief of Police 

Matt Madden has been appointed Interim City 

Manager. No reason for the city manager changes 

has yet been given. Deputy City Manager Jennifer 

Macarthy continues to service. Santa Clara has 

named San Francisco 49ers CEO Jed York to be their 

City Manager replacing City Manager Deanna 

Santana, who was fired in February. Jed has said that 

he plans to ask the City Council to resign. He has 

been quoted as saying, “Now that I’m in charge, I 

don’t have to meet with them weekly and pretend 

to be interested in their opinions.” Former Fremont 

City Manager Mark Danaj has been charged with 

embezzlement and misappropriation of public funds 

for using a city credit card to make personal 

purchases. The Alameda County District Attorney’s 

Office filed felony charges in late February and Mark 

was arraigned March 9. Mark is accused of spending 

more than $18,000 on his city-issued credit card to 

make to make personal purchases between 

December 2019 and March 2021. Darrell J. 

George, retired Duarte City Manager where 

he served for 16-years, is the Interim City 

Manager for the City of El Segundo. Darrell 

retired from Duarte in 2019. Prior to his Duarte tenure, 

he was a member of the City Staff in the City of 

Downey as the Community and Economic 

Development Director. He had previously worked for 

the cities of Pomona, Santa Monica and Los Angeles. 

Since retirement Darrell served as a Senior Consulting 

for the Kosmont Companies and Climatec. Darrell 

earned a BS from the University of Massachusetts, 

Amherst, and a Master’s Degree in Planning from the 

University of Southern California (USC). Rio Vista City 

Clerk and Assistant City Manager Jose Jasso has 

been hired as the Interim Assistant City Manager in 

Manteca. Jose worked 22-years for the city before he 

left for the Assistant City Clerk post in the City of Santa 

Clara. He left there to join the Rio Vista city staff.  
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More Pieces Picked Up: Frank G. 

Tripepi served nearly 30-years in 

the City of Rosemead, nearly 28-

years as City Manager, and he has 

been with Willdan companies for 

the past 20-years. Frank has also 

served as a member of the Board 

of Governors for the Rose Institute 

of State and Local Government 

(2008-present). He also seved as 

the Interim City Manager for the 

City of La Puente (2008-2009). Frank began his public 

service career in 1971 in Hawaiian Gardens following 

his return from Vietnam with the U.S. Army. He earned 

a BA from California State University, Fullerton. He also 

attended courses at Western State College of Law. 

Frank has participated in the “Proof of Life” lunch 

program. Foster City Finance Director Edmund Suen 

is the Interim City Manager replacing Interim City 

Manager Kevin Miller while an ongoing executive 

recruitment continues. Edmund has been with the 

city since 2017. He previously worked in the Finance 

Departments of the cities of East Palo Alto, San Bruno, 

Emeryville and Walnut Creek. Kevin is leaving the 

Interim post due to PERS rules. Jason Simpson 

became City Manager for the City of Lake Elsinore in 

March 2021 following the retirement of City Manager 

Grant Yates. Jason joined the city staff in February 

2014 and was apppointed Assistant City Manager in 

2015. He has earned nearly 30-years of experience in 

local government working in various positions for the 

cities of Temecula, San Bernardino, Desert Hot 

Springs, Indio, Costa Mesa and Vallejo. Jason earned 

a BA from Biola University. Longtime City Manager 

Roger Lark Kemp is a Distinguished Adjunct Professor 

at Golden Gate University (for online courses), and a 

Professor at the University of New Haven and San 

Diego State University. He served in the Office of the 

City Administrator in Oakland, and as City Manager 

in Seaside (1979-1983) and Placentia (1983-1987). He 

also served in Vallejo. Roger earned a BS and MPA 

from San Diego State University and an MBA and PhD 

from Golden Gate University. Roger is an alumni of 

Long Beach City College (1966-1969) where he 

earned an AA degree. Roger served in the U.S. Coast 

Guard from 1966 to 1970. He is an ICMA Credentialed 

Manager.Riverside City Manager Al Zelinka 

previously served as the Assistant City Manager and 

Community Development Director in Riverside. Prior 

to that service he worked as the Community 

Development Director and Planning Manager for the 

City of Fullerton. Al earned a BS from Northern Arizona 

University and a Master of Regional Planning from 

Cornell University. 

 

 

Tripepi Smith Business Analyst Danielle Rodriguez is a 

former Sports Editor of the Cal Poly Pomona campus 

newspaper. She earned a BS in communications 

from California Polytechnic University, Pomona. Palo 

Alto Library Director Paula Simpson resigned and 

moved to the Seattle area in July, 2006. She started 

as the Palo Alto Library Director in March 2004. She 

faced harsh criticism when she addresed costs and 

service improvements. She managed to improve 

services by adding self check-out machines, 

arranging space for improved programming and she 

added new children’s programs, digital books and 

increased online resources. 

Susan Simpson is the photographer of the group 

that includes Jack Simpson, former Cerritos Mayor 

Bruce Barrows, the late Lakewood City Manager 

Howard Chambers and longtime Cerritos City 

Manager Art Gallucci at the Cerritos Centre for the 

Performing Arts. 
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borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

Still More Pieces Picked Up: St. Helena 

City Manager for the past four and a 

half years, Mark Prestwich is the new 

City Manager in the City of Palos 

Verdes Estates. Mark came to St. 

Helena in 2017 after serving three-years as City 

Manager in Nevada City. Mark is following the 

resignation of City Manager Laura Guglielmo in July 

2021 and Interim City Manager Sharon Papa, a 

former Hermosa Beach Chief of Police. Mark is a past 

President of the Municipal Management Association 

of Northern California (MMANC) (2007). Bakersfield 

has hired former San Bernardino County Director of 

Community Development and Housing Gary Hallen 

to serve as the new Bakersfield Assistant City 

Manager. He will work with Bakersfield City Manager 

Christian Clegg. Gary earned a BS from the University 

of Utah’s David Exxles School of Business. Assembly Bill 

481 (Chiu, D-San Francisco) requires cities and 

counties to adopt and maintain a “military 

equipment use policy” before acquiring or using 15 

broad categories of equipment police and sheriff’s 

departments likely already own. State and local law 

enforcement agencies must inventory their military 

equipment and adopt and publish a policy for its use 

by May 1, 2022. The city council or board of 

supervisors must approve the policy by ordinance 

within 180 days, or officers must stop using the 

equipment. [Colantuono Highsmith Whatley, PC] City 

Manager Bryan Cook of Temple City began his 

public service career in 1999 as an assistant in the 

City Manager’s Office in West Hollywood. He was 

appointed Interim Director of Parks and Recreation 

for the City of South Gate in May 2005. Bryan worked 

his way up in the South Gate organization and was 

the Assistant City Manager and Director of Finance 

(2011-2014) when he was appointed City Manager in 

Temple City in September 2014. Bryan earned a BA 

from California State University, Los Angeles and an 

MPA from California State 

University, East Bay. Teresa Bataglia-

Gutierrez Teney, retired from the 

Lakewood and Bellflower City 

Manager’s Offices, has relocated 

to the City of Big Bear Lake and has 

started volunteering with the Big 

Bear Alpine Zoo. David Spaur is the 

Interim City Manager in the City of 

Fort Bragg. David is assisting the El 

Dorado Local Agency Formation 

Commission (LAFCO) recruit for a new Executive 

Officer and can use some assistance. For 

information, please contact Nancy Kaiser at: 

nkaiser@solutions-mrg.com or Patty Francisco at: 

pfrancisco@solutions-mrg.com 

Arcy Hinojosa as 

seen in the March 

2017 issue. And, 

Presley Guarino 

with Tracy 

Gonsalves, wife of 

Jason Gonsalves of 

Joe A. Gonsalves & 

Son.  

SHORTS: *Katie Scanlan of San Diego Gas & Electric 

has served on the Board of Directors for the 

Oceanside Chamber of Commerce.*Vallejo named 

a beautiful woterfront park for the late Barbara 

Kondylis, the former Vallejo City Council member 

and lontime Solano County Supervisor, who passed 

away in 2018 at the age of 74. *El Jefe Richard Fierro, 

longtime refuse disposal and recycling professional, 

celebrated his 73rd birthday on April 3. *Longtime 

Alhambra and Santa Clara City Manager Julio J. 

Fuentes has transitioned to a successful real estate 

business.*Len Gorecki, Bellflower Assistant City 

Manager and Public Works Director, previously 

worked more than 19-years for the City of Paramount 

(1995-2014) after serving as a Management Intern for 

the City of Manhattan Beach. *Retired Huntington 

Park City Manager Don Jeffers, who recently 

relocated from La Quinta to the Rancho Bernardo 

area, joined the “Proof of Life” group at the March 31 

lunch in La Mirada. *James M. Guerra worked for 

many California cities on a contract basis during his 

43-years with the buidling and safety group at 

Willdan. *James Ahumada, who previously worked 

for Congressman Henry Waxman and as a 

communications manager at California State 

University, Long Beach, is Mayor Robert Garcia of 

Long Beach’s Chief of Staff. *Oceanside Deputy City 

Manager Jonathan Borrego is the Interim City 

Manager following City Manager Deana Lorson’s 

resignation March 23rd. *Jenny Simpson, who worked 

as a Grant Coordinator for the City of Lincoln (2005-

2012), has served as a Program Specialist for the City 

of Sacramento since March 2012. *Stockton Senior 

Human Resources Analyst Anne Simpson, who 

earned a BA from California State University, Chico, 

has been with Stockton since March 2014. *Anna 

Gwyn Simpson, who is the Vice President of Resident 

Services for Eden Housing, worked for the City of 

Martinez (2013-2015), including service as the Interim 

City Manager in 2014. *Margaret Simpson is a Senior 

Personnel Analyst for the City of Los Angeles. *Rod 

Simpson is a former Director of Planning for the City 

of Patterson where he worked for more than 21-years 

(June 1989 – June 2010) before he went on to serve 

as an Associate Planner in San Pablo (2014-2017) and 

a Planner in the City of Reno (2018-2020) before he 

retired. ***  
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