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 Veteran City Manager Allen J. Parker began his public 

service career in 1965 as an Administrative Assistant in 

Kansas City, Missouri in 1965. He came to California in 1967 

and served as an Intern in Burbank. After working in 

Garden Grove and South El Monte in assistant positions, 

Allen served as South El Monte City Administrator (1971-

1975), and City Manager in Compton (1975-1980), Seal 

Beach (1981-1985), Half Moon Bay (1985-1989), East Palo 

Alto (1992), three cities in Illinois, CEO for the Morongo 

Band of Mission Indians (2001-2006), San Bernardino City 

Manager (2013-2015) and Hemet (2017-2018). He 

received a rare 40-year ICMA Service Award in 2021.  

 

 

Cities of Amador County 
 

The 2020 census puts the Amador 

County population at 40,474. 

Located in “Gold Country,” the 

county seat is Jackson. Amador 

County is known as “The Heart of the Mother 

Lode.” There are five (5) cities in Amador 

County, California including the cities and towns 

of Amador, Ione, Jackson, Plymouth and Sutter 

Creek. The City Managers include  

 

UPDATE: We lost another family member and 

dear friend on Sunday, June 19, 2022. Our hearts 

go out to Rhonda Tripepi, wife of retired City 

Manager, Frank G. Tripepi. Our thoughts and 

prayers are with Rhonda and Frank’s daughter 

Nicole, son-in-law Ryder Smith and their 

daughter Reagan, Frank’s sister Valentina and 

her husband Shoop. Condolences to all the 

families and friends of those recently lost.            
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Cities of Amador County 

Amador City is the least populous city in the 

State of California with a 2020 estimated 

population of 200.  Amador City was originally 

settled in 1849 after José María Amador found 

gold in the area in 1848. Early in 1851 veins of 

gold quartz were found along the creek and 

stamp mills were brought into the area for 

crushing the quartz. Amador City was 

incorporated as a General Law in June 1915. The 

city has a corporate limits area of 0.3 square 

miles, which makes it the smallest city in the 

State by size. Joyce Davidson is the City Clerk in 

Amador City and Holly Groth is the City 

Treasurer. The City Council includes Mayor Anne 

Kel-Artinian, Vice Mayor Susan Bragstad and 

Council Members Russell Robinson, Jr., Bruce 

Smith and Eric Marks.  

Retired Fairfield City Manager Kevin O’Rourke of 

PARS celebrated his birthday on June 9. Here he is in 

an archive picture with Jack Simpson, Joe Tanner 

and Frank G. Tripepi. [Hey! Who is the photo-

bomber behind Joe and Frank?] 

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim L. Barisic                                        

Founded Brandywine in 1994.                        

 

Jim also worked for the cities of 

Paramount and Cerritos.                                                               

Jim and two of his sons Brett Whitehead, and      

David Barisic direct Brandywine Homes. 

 

Currently under construction and soon to open for 

sales or leasing in the Cities of Whittier, Carson,        

La Verne, Glendora, Riverside and Murietta and 

sales in El Monte, Long Beach, Huntington Beach, 

Artesia and Santa Ana 

 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

 

 

https://www.climatec.com/ 

                                                                                            

Founded in 1975, Climatec has grown from humble 

beginnings into one of the largest providers of 

building technology and energy efficiency solutions 

in the nation – and Climatec has been a proud 

member of the Robert Bosch family since 2015. 

Led by a highly credentialed team with more than 

300 years of combined industry experience, 

Climatec helps public agencies find general fund 

relief through renewed infrastructure and funding 

solutions. The firm has delivered thousands of 

successful energy efficiency programs to public 

sector clients, including education, local, county, 

state and federal governments. 
 

Regional Managers    

Ashley Cascio and           

Tyler Girtman 

                                                                          

                                                                                

Southern California Telephone: 949-474-0955                            

Bay Area Telephone: 925-558-2729 

http://www.brandywinedev.com/
https://www.climatec.com/
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https://www.olsonhomes.com/ 

 

The Olson Company is a premier California builder 

of affordable new home communities. Since 1988, 

The Olson Company mission has been to work 

hand-in-hand with cities to solve the critical 

shortage of urban housing by promoting and 

investing in responsible development that improves 

quality of life for everyone. The company has 

successfully partnered with more than 100 cities 

since 1988. 

 

Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax 

 

3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100 

Seal Beach, CA 90740-2751 

 

 

 

 

http://rwglaw.com/ 

                                                                                         

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                    

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

Practical advice and well-analyzed solutions come 

from listening carefully and asking the 

right questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz served on the Board of 

Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).     

                         Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

Cities of Amador County 

                                                                                     

Amador City’s daily operations are managed 

by the Mayor and the City Clerk. Paid city 

personnel consist of six part-time employees. The 

positions include two elected officials: the city 

clerk, and the city treasurer. The remaining four 

positions are a maintenance worker, a sewer 

technician, a deputy city clerk, and the 

Amador-Whitney Museum Docent Director. 

Council Members, including the Mayor, are 

volunteers. Amador City owns and maintains 

three public parks. It does not provide 

recreation programs. Amador City owns and 

maintains two cemeteries, Amador City Pioneer 

Cemetery and Oak Knoll Cemetery. City 

volunteers perform ground maintenance 

activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 
 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations.                               

                                                                                           

Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis 

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight Agent Services; 

Mortgage Program Administration Services; 

Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development.                                                                                                             
                                                                                      

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

 

Telephone: 909-345-849 

FAX: 213-741-0519 

https://www.olsonhomes.com/
http://rwglaw.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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Trackdown Posse Roster                        
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager 

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Cofounder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Gardens 

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, W. Sacramento 

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager; Interim in Downey 

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired CM, American Canyon 

                                                                                

Posse Roster:  
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon                                                                                                                            

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

 

                                                                      

City Manager Newsletter by 

Trackdown Management 

10 Claret 

Rancho Mirage, California 92270 

www.trackdownmanagement.net                                                                                                         

 

Cell Phone Nos. 310-418-1035, or 562-896-5424 

 

 
                                                

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

USI has developed sophisticated employee  

benefit programs for public entities for more than  

30-years.  USI helps agencies design innovative    

benefit solutions and provide benefit education  

to bargaining units. 

The power of USI, and its ability to bring best-in-class 

solutions and services to clients and communities, is 

achieved through the collective knowledge and 

experience of professionals coming together as 

ONE. 
 For more information contact            

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010 or 

gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       
Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                                     

 

  www.usi.com                                                                                                       

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                              

Torrance, CA 90503    

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.usi.com/
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Cities of Amador County 

Amador City’s Joyce Davidson has operated 

the Amador Mercantile for nearly 20-years. 

Joyce is also the City Clerk of Amador City.  

Ione is believed to have been named by 

Thomas Brown around 1849 after one of the 

heroines in The Last Days of Pompeii, written by 

Edward Bulwer-Lytton. However, there are 

conflicting legends and sources of the name. 

The town was known by the names “Bedbug” 

and “Freezeout” during the Gold Rush. Ione was 

a supply center during that time. The first Ione 

post office opened in 1852. The city was 

incorporated in 1953. The estimated 2019 

population of Ione is 8,568. Ione is the Castle 

City. Built on top of a hill overlooking the city is 

Preston Castle, a national historic landmark built 

in Romanesque Revival architecture in 1890. 

Michael Rock is the Interim City manager and 

Janice Traverso is the City Clerk. Jeff Arnold is the 

Chief of Police and Ken A. Mackey is the Fire 

Chief.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joshua Tree National Park is one of the world’s most 

incredible natural deserts. 

Compliments of Doug La Belle 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                          
 
 

32nd District Agricultural Association, State of California 

88 Fair Drive, Costa Mesa, California 92626 

http://www.ocfair.com 
 

Retired Chino Hills Doug La Belle is a Member of the 

Board of the Orange County Fair and Event Center 

(32nd DAA). The OC Fair runs from July 15 to August 

14. A “Behind the Scenes“ tour of the Fair has been 

arranged for Trackdown Newsletter readers for July 

29 from 11: 30 to 3:00 a lunch break during the tour 

will be provided. Tour guests will be on their own and 

can purchase lunch from any of the many food 

concessionaires. The Tour includes reserved parking 

and Fair admission and is limited to 20 persons. 

Following the tour those who attend should feel free 

to enjoy the Fair. Again, space is limited so contact 

Summer Angus by July 15: sangus@ocfair.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

             Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint Powers 

Authority (JPA) helping communities 

fund critical projects.                                  

 

ICFA has assisted funding more than $500 million in 

critical community projects, from hospitals to charter 

schools, municipal utilities and housing.                                               

ICFA is well positioned outside of laborious 

bureaucracies to allow for expeditiousness. 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                                    
Post Office Box No. 6740  

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

http://www.ocfair.com/
mailto:sangus@ocfair.com
https://www.icfauthority.org/
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Municipal Law Services                                 

Colantuono 

Highsmith 

Whatley, PC    

www.chwlaw.us  

            

Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley is a municipal law 

firm with offices in Pasadena, Grass Valley, Solana 

Beach, and Sonoma that represents public and 

private clients throughout California in municipal law, 

including public revenues, land use, elections, labor 

and employment, post-redevelopment, housing, 

public works contracting, utility services, the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the 

Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act regarding Local Agency 

Formation Commissions, sex offender and marijuana 

regulation and related public safety topics, and 

associated litigation. The core commitment is to 

provide advice to clients and find helpful, 

understandable, and fairly priced.   
 

Michael Colantuono is the Managing 

Partner    
                                                                                                                                      

Call 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700; 916-400-0370; 

858-682-3665; 707-986-8091 

 

 
https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational 

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue.  

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

That’s why thousands of State and local 

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving 

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

                                                                                      

Avenu has California Offices in El 

Dorado Hills, Fresno, Pleasanton, 

Sacramento and Westlake Village. 

                                                                                               

Fran Mancia may be reached at       

559-288-7296. Fran is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).  

 

Cities of Amador County 

 

Starting as a Waste Reduction 

Coordination for Yolo County 

in 1993, a Yolo County 

Management Analyst (1997-

1999), Sacramento Street 

Manager (1999-2000), Project 

Director in Yolo County (2000-

2002), Operations Manager in 

Rocklin (2002-2007), he 

became the Rocklin Public Works Director in 

2007). After working in Public Works, Michael 

Rock served as the Town Manager in Fairfax, 

California from November 2007 to June 2012 

when he became the City Manager in Lomita. 

Michael served as the Banning City Manager for 

nearly two-years beginning in November 2015. 

He went to work as the Santa Paula City 

Manager in June 2017.  After working as the City 

Manager in Yuba City for 8-months starting in 

September 2019, Michael was hired as the Ione 

Interim City Manager starting in April 2021. He 

earned a BA and Master’s degree in public 

policy and administration from California State 

University, Sacramento. In 2018 Michael 

received a 25-year ICMA Service Award. He 

serves as a California Coach for the City 

Managers’ Department of the League of 

California Cities starting in 2014.  

 

Lori McGraw was dismissed from the City 

Manager position in 2021 after serving a few 

months. She returned to the Director of Finance 

position.  

 

Jon G. Hanken served as the Ione City Manager 

from April 2015 to October 2020 when he retired. 

Previously to coming to Ione, he worked as the 

City Manager in Scapposse, Oregon. Jon 

earned a BA and Masters from the University of 

Northern Iowa. He received a 10-year ICMA 

Service Award in 2013.  

Randy Johnsen, the first Lakeport City Manager, 

is a past Interim City Manager in Ione.  

 

http://www.chwlaw.us/
https://www.avenuinsights.com/
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 Cities of Amador County 

 

Jackson is named for 

Colonel Alden Jackson. It 

was founded in 1848 

around a year-around 

spring. Although Amador 

County was an important mining center, its 

county seat of Jackson was not typical of the 

early gold camps. The camp grew quickly, as 

besides being a popular mining spot, it was also 

a convenient stopping place on the road 

from Sacramento to the Southern Mines. 

Jackson grew first as a watering hole for cattle 

and then as a Mother Lode hard rock mining 

area. Previous, Jackson had been the county 

seat on Calaveras County and became the 

county seat of the newly formed Amador 

County in 1853, Jackson was incorporated 

December 1905. It’s 2019 estimated population 

is 4,840. Yvonne Kimball is the Jackson City 

Manager and Gisele Cangelosi has served as 

the City Clerk since July 1999. Members of the 

Jackson City Council include Mayor Bob 

Stimpson, Vice Mayor Connie Gonsalves, Steve 

McLean, Max Godde and Chad Simmons. 

Connie’s husband John Gonsalves is a brother 

to Anthony D. Gonsalves of the Joe A. 

Gonsalves & Son firm in Sacramento.  

 

Yvonne Kimball has served as the Jackson City 

Manager since September 2017. She began her 

public management career as a City Manager 

Intern in Palm Bay, Titusville and Satellite Beach, 

Florida in 2006-2008. She was appointed City 

Manager in Bowling Green, Florida in 2008 and 

served there until December 2011. In 2012 

Yvonne was hired as the Town Manager in the 

Town of Dewy-Humboldt, Arizona. She then 

came to Jackson in 2017. She earned an MPA 

from the University of Central Florida. In 2016 she 

received a 10-year ICMA Service Award. 

Yvonne has English and Mandrin language skills. 

She served on the State of Arizona Governor’s 

Groundwater Advisory Committee starting in 

January 2014. Yvonne is an ICMA credentialed 

city/town manager (ICMA-CM). 

 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 
 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; you 

don't need them often but when you do, they had 

better work." 

 

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his sons,               

Jason Gonsalves and Paul Gonsalves, are expert 

local government lobbyists. 
 

The firm represents 50-plus cities and is a key player in 

city legislation. The firm works closely with the League 

of California Cities. 

 

                                                                    

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time 

Member of the CCMF Board of Trustees 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

 

 

Telephone No. 800-229-2343                               

www.cjpia.org 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amador_County
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amador_County
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacramento,_California
https://gonsalvi.com/
http://www.cjpia.org/
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http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided 

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like 

the Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and 

the PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400 

clients address unfunded obligations and lower 

liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS 

is the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                                                            

                                                                                             

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

                                                                                          

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356 or 

kevin@kolgs.com 

 

 

 

Grandfather               

Kevin O’Rourke, a 

Senior Consultant with 

PARS. Kevin is a retired 

Fairfield City Manager. 

Kevin served as 

President of the City 

Managers’ 

Department of the 

League in 1997-1998.  

Cities of Amador County 

 

Plymouth, California is a 

Mother Lode Gold Rush 

community that was once 

known as Puckerville, 

Pokerville and Poker 

Camp. It is commonly 

known as the "Gateway 

to the Shenandoah Valley,” a popular wine-

producing region. A post office was established 

in 1971, and the city incorporated in February 

1917. The 2019 estimated population is 1,076. 

Stefan Chatwin is the Interim City Manager and 

Cathleen Johnson is the Public Works Director. 

McLean Sonnenberg is the elected City Clerk, 

and Joyce Czerwinsky is the elected City 

Treasurer. Maria De La Torre is the Deputy City 

Clerk.  

 

Stefan Chatwin has been the 

Interim City Manager for the City 

of Plymouth. Stefan served in the 

United States Air Force from 1993 

to 1999 as an officer. After a stint in 

the private sector (1999-2001), 

Stefan went to work for Ogden, Utah as the 

Director of Community Services (2001-2003). He 

was hired as the Santaquin, Utah City Manager.  

In 2009 he took the Hayden, Idaho City 

Administrator position, and he moved to 

California in 2016 to be the City Manager in 

Imperial (2016-2019). Stefan was appointed City 

Manager in Fairfield in 2019 and served there 

until 2022. He is now headed to the Union City 

City Manager’s job. Stefan earned a BA in 

international relations from Brigham Young 

University.  

 

“Attitudes are contagious. Do you want people 

around you to catch yours?” 

 

--Bob Moawad, a late founder of the                         

Edge Learning Institute. 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
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Cities of Amador County 

 

Selby Beck is the Director of Public Works for the 

City of Plymouth.  

 

Jeffry “Jeff” M. Gardner is a former Plymouth City 

Manager. Jeff was a contract Finance Director 

for Plymouth and Sutter Creek from March 2005 

to December 2010. He worked as the City 

Manager and Finance Director in Plymouth 

from2010 to September 2018. Jeff is a Certified 

Public Accountant (CPA). Since November 

2019, Jeff has been serving as Director of Solid 

Waste and Safety Coordinator for Amador 

County. Jeff earned a BS in natural resources 

planning from Humboldt State University. He also 

attended course in accounting and finance at 

Portland State University School of Business. 

 

MMANC past President Hilary M. 

Straus (2000-2001) served as the 

Plymouth City Administrator and 

as a Senior Management Analyst 

for Plymouth and Citrus Heights in 

2007-2008. Hilary is currently the 

General Manager for the Citrus 

Heights Water District since May 2017. He 

previously served as City Manager in Hanford 

(2010-2012); and Assistant City Manager in South 

Pasadena (2012-2015). He started his public 

service career as an Administrative Analyst for 

the Town of Loomis (August 1995-September 

1998). Hilary earned a BA from the University of 

California, Davis and an MPA from the University 

of Southern California (USC). In 2020 he received 

a 25-years ICMA Service Award. Hilary served as 

the CAL-ICMA Chair in 2007-2008. He is also a 

past member of the Board for the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF). Hilary serves 

as a Board Member to the Institute for Local 

Government, which promotes good 

government at the local level. Hilary is also a 

Board Member of the Regional Government 

Services Authority (November 2020-present).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.ekapr.com 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists. 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA,                        

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.contractcities.org 

Marcel Rodarte,                    

Executive Director 

                                                                                       President Jeff Wood of 

Lakewood  

                                                                                         

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210                                  

Cerritos, California 90703                                              

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

 

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
http://www.contractcities.org/
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http://www.nwfg.com/ 

                                                                                        

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment 

banking firm providing underwriting and financial 

advisory services to public agencies, and 

implementation of special tax methodologies. 

                                                                                              

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates 

of Participation, and general obligation bond 

financings, tax allocation refunding, revenue and 

expense projections modeling.                                                                    

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s                               

President Pam Newcomb, two 

of the nicest people in the 

world. Pam began her 

investment banking career in 

1984. 

                                                                                              

1254 Hoover Street                                                                                  

Carlsbad, California 92008 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

 

 

www.rawperformancesc.com 

 

 

 

 

 
Special group sessions for sports teams, police and fire 

departments or other groups may be arranged. 

 
Raw Performance Coach William Ha, CSCS, earned a      

BS in Kinesiology from California State University, Long 

Beach.  He is a certified strength and conditioning coach.                                         

 
Call: 714-335-4436 

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 90720  

www.rawperformancesc.com 

Cities of Amador County 

 

Plymouth City Manager Rex Osborn retired on 

March 10, 2022. Rex had served as the Plymouth 

City Manager since May 2019. Rex is a retired 

Manteca police community service officer. He 

also served as the City of Manteca’s public 

information officer. Rex is a past President of the 

Manteca Chamber of Commerce. Rex works as 

the Chief Logistics Officer for R & L Restaurant 

Group LLC.  

 

Not every client has the same needs. The talented 

Tripepi Smith team combines experience and 

innovation to deliver results. 

https://www.tripepismith.com/ 

 

 

“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready to help with 

outreach campaigns, video production, content 

writing, messaging, graphic work, technology 

infrastructure and websites."                                                                                          

http://www.nwfg.com/
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
https://www.tripepismith.com/
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Cities of Amador County 

 

Sutter Creek takes its name from nearby Sutter 

Creek, which got the name from early California 

landowner John Sutter. John’s discovery of gold 

at nearby Coloma in 1848 triggered the 

California Gold Rush. A post office was 

established in 1852 as Sutter Creek became a 

fortune hunter’s destination. The town was 

founded in 1852 and the city incorporated in 

February 1913. The 2019 estimated population is 

2,622. Modern day Sutter Creek is a tourist town 

with many shops and restaurants. The town of 

Sutter Creek is registered as  a California 

Historical Landmark. Amy Gedney is the Sutter 

Creek City Manager and Karen Darrow is the 

City Clerk.  

 

Amy Gedney has served as 

the Sutter Creek City 

Manager since 2014. She 

started as the Interim City 

Manager in January 2014 

and was named “City 

Manager” six months later. Amy came to 

California in 1997 and worked for Merced, and 

later for the Merced County Association of 

Governments doing transportation planning. 

Her next job was the City Planner position in the 

City of Gustine. After having two children, she 

worked part-time for Modesto before joining the 

Sutter Creek staff. Amy earned a Master’s 

degree from the University of Tennessee. 

 

George Lawrence Christner passed away April 

6, 2014 at the age of 69. He lived in Sutter Creek 

for about 40 years and then moved to Plymouth. 

George served in the U.S. Army from July 1962 to 

July 1965. George worked for the City of Sutter 

Creek as the Public Works Superintendent for 36-

years. He volunteered for the City of Sutter 

Creek Volunteer Fire Department for 35 years as 

an Engineer and Fire Captain. It is said that 

George adored his grandchildren.  

http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former               

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont,                               

Kosmont Companies serves the 

needs of cities, counties, quasi-

government agencies, private 

companies, developers and 

non-profit organizations 

including educational institutions across California. 

With unmatched expertise in public / private 

transactions, Kosmont Companies helps 

communities thrive by creating sustainable projects. 

                                                                                     

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges and solutions. A 

transactional firm that takes a hands-on approach 

to economic development focused on successful 

outcomes.  

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year. 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

 

 

 

 

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest associations 

of its kind in the nation. 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.mmanc.org 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_Historical_Landmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_Historical_Landmark
http://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.mmanc.org/
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http://www.kosmont.com/ 

Kosmont Companies, a certified Minority Business 

Enterprise (MBE), is a development services firm 

offering a full range of real estate and economic 

advisory, brokerage, project finance, investment, 

and planning services for both the public and private 

sectors. 

 

Founded in 1986, Kosmont Companies has become 

a nationally recognized expert in economic 

development and real estate development projects 

involving government and private sector 

partnerships.  

 

Whether the objective is getting a project entitled 

and approved, financed, developed, leased or 

sold, or if the goal is to generate new tax revenues, 

jobs or business opportunities, Kosmont Companies 

ensures success. A diverse and uniquely qualified 

development services team provides the depth and 

expertise required to help clients conceptualize, 

structure and implement projects of all product 

types, sizes and complexities. 

 

From the earliest planning and feasibility stages and 

throughout project development, Kosmont 

Companies effectively guides clients through 

intricate transaction and policy issues to create 

viable economic development strategies, achieve 

redevelopment/revitalization goals, and produce 

real estate projects and public asset management 

solutions.  

 

Kosmont Companies recognizes the powerful social 

and economic benefits of community development 

and redevelopment, and the firm is committed to 

bringing public, private, and non-profit organizations 

together in meaningful real estate transactions that 

help communities flourish. 

Kosmont Companies 

1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., No. 382 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266                       

Telephone: 424-297-1070 

Fax: 424-286-4632 

E-mail: kosmont@kosmont.com 

Larry J. Kosmont, CRE®, is the Founder, 

President and CEO of Kosmont Companies. He is also 

Managing Partner of Renaissance Community Fund, 

which invests and develops mixed use, residential 

and commercial projects throughout California. 

 

From 1975 to 1986, Larry served as City Manager, 

Director of Community Development, and 

Redevelopment Director in the cities of Santa 

Monica, Seal Beach, Bell Gardens, and Burbank. 

Larry earned an MPA from the University of Southern 

California (USC), and a BA from the State University of 

New York, Binghamton. 

 

In 1995, Larry conceived of and created the 

Kosmont-Rose Institute  "Cost of Doing Business 

Survey©," which is now recognized as the industry 

standard for comparing city taxes and economic 

incentives. The Survey covers 400 cities in all 50 states, 

and is published annually by California's Claremont-

McKenna College.  

 

Kosmont Companies is a leader in negotiating 

residential, retail, mixed use, hospitality, office and 

industrial projects that have revitalized hundreds of 

communities and neighborhoods. With more than a 

quarter century of advisory services to the public 

sector, Kosmont Companies is the most capable 

consulting firm in California to design and implement 

a sustainable economic development strategy. 

                                                               

KOSMONT COMPANIES IS AN 

INDUSTRY LEADER IN ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT AND REAL ESTATE 

ADVISORY SERVICES. 

 

Call Kosmont Companies                                    

to discuss potential economic 

development strategies.                  

424-297-1070 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/
mailto:kosmont@kosmont.com?subject=Web%20Inquiry
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http://www.hdlcompanies.com/                                              

HdL was founded in 1983 by former 

City Manager Robert "Bob" 

Hinderliter. HdL expanded and 

improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City 

Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s 

retired Executive Chairman. Andy Nickerson is the 

President/CEO. Other members of the HdL team 

include Vikki Beatley, Rob Braulik, Paula Cone, Barry 

Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly Konczak, David 

McPherson, and Bobby Young. 

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology and consulting services that enable 

cities, counties and special districts to better serve 

their constituents. HdL’s team of professionals 

currently serve more than 500 agencies nationwide. 

HdL Companies offers support services and software 

that includes sales, use and transactions taxes, 

economic development, property taxes, business 

license fees, transient occupancy tax, short-term 

rental compliance, rent control, indirect cost 

recovery, utility users tax, and cannabis regulation 

and taxation.                                                                    

120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California                                                                      

Telephone 888-861-0220 

Rhonda Tripepi, Frank G. Tripepi, Ryder Smith, 

Reagan Smith and Nicole Tripepi Smith. A beautiful 

family picture. Retired City Manager Frank Tripepi is 

the Senior Vice President of Business Development 

for the Willdan Group of Companies. Ryder & Nicole 

are the founders of Tripepi Smith.  

Picking Up the Pieces: Ronald L. 

Kiedrowski began his career in 1964 

as a Principal Planning Analyst for 

the Southeast Michigan Council of 

Governments (1964-1967). Ron 

served as City Manager in Show 

Low, Arizona, La Quinta (1986-1992), 

American Canyon (1992-1994) and Interim City 

Manager in Fruitland Park, Florida in 2005. Ron was 

Assistant City Manager in Paso Roble (1981-1992) and 

in San Pablo (1997-2003). Ron earned an AA degree 

from Devils Lake Junior College, a BA from North 

Dakota State University, and a Master’s from Wayne 

State University. In 2002 he received a 35-year ICMA 

Service Award. Frank G. Tripepi, who grew up in 

Norwalk, began his public service career, following U. 

S. Army service in Vietnam, as an Administrative Aide 

in Hawaiian Gardens in 1971. After being promoted 

to Administrative Assistant, he went to work for the 

City of Rosemead as Assistant City Manager in 1972 

and he was appointed City Manager in 1974. After 

Frank retired as the Rosemead City Manager in 2002, 

he worked as the President of Willdan Financial 

Services (2002-2011). He is currently the Willdan 

Group Senior Vice President of Business 

Development. Frank has also served as a member of 

the Board of Governors for the Rose Institute of State 

and Local Government (2008-present). He also 

served as the Interim City Manager for the City of La 

Puente (2008-2009). Frank earned a BA from 

California State University, Fullerton. He also attended 

courses at Western State College of Law. Frank has 

participated in the “Proof of Life” lunch program. In 

2001 Frank received a 30-year ICMA Service Award. 

Frank loves fast cars and is a fan of NASCAR racing. 

He is also an Angels’ MLB fan and enjoys going to 

Angel Stadium for games. Fountain Valley selected 

Maggie Le as the city’s new City Manager. She 

became the Assistant to the City 

Manager in December 2015. In 2001 

Maggie worked as a Management 

Analyst in the City of Brea. She left Brea in 

2008 to take an Administrative Analyst 

position for the City of Buena Park.  In November 2010 

Maggie became a Management Analyst with the 

Administration in the City of Placentia. In March 2015, 

Maggie went to the City of Chino Economic 

Development Manager. In January 2017 Maggie 

joined the Fountain Valley city staff as Interim Director 

of Human Resources. After becoming the Assistant to 

the City Manager in 2015, Maggie was promoted to 

Deputy City Manager in March 2021. Maggie earned 

a BA from California State Polytechnic University, 

Pomona and a Master’s from California State 

University, Fullerton.  

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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More Pieces Picked Up: Frank 

Kennedy went to work for the City of 

Williams in May 2014, and he was 

appointed City Administrator in April 

2015. Williams is the home of 

Granzella’s Restaurant. Frank served 

as a Correctional Officer and 

Lieutenant with the El Dorado 

County Sheriff's Office from 

September1983 to May 1999.  He 

then served as the Executive Director for the 

Volunteer Center of Sacramento (2000-2014). Frank 

earned a BA from Saint Mary’s College of California. 

Jason Ledbetter, former Executive Director of 

General Services for the County of Siskiyou, became 

the City Manager in the City of Yreka in January 2022, 

taking over from Interim City Manager Randy 

Johnsen. He is replacing City Manager Stephen 

Baker, who retired at the end of June 2021, after 

more than 11-years as City Manager. Jason was born 

and raised in the Napa Valley area. After graduating 

from University of California, Davis, he spent 10 years 

as a winemaker in Napa Valley and Washington 

State. He earned a Master’s degree from the 

University of California, Riverside. Sue Casey was 

appointed Acting City Manager in the City of 

Sonoma on Thursday, February 24, 2022, and she 

became Interim City Manager on May 18, 2022. She 

previously served as the Assistant City Manager for 5-

years. Prior to joining the Sonoma city staff, she 

served the City of American Canyon as 

Administrative Services Director, the Moraga-Orinda 

Fire District as Administrative Services Director and 

the City of El Cerrito as the Finance Manager. Garrett 

Toy, 61, was hired in June 2021 to replace Sonoma 

Interim City Manager David Kiff, who served as 

Interim City Manager to fill in for former City Manager 

Cathy Capriola. Cathy retired at the end of 2020. 

Garrett left the position after a little more than six 

months on the job, and Sue took the post. Long 

Beach Economic Development Director John Keisler 

has joined Sunstone Management as their new Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO) and Managing Partner. 

Sunstone’s Founding Partner is John Shen. Sunstone 

Management offices are in the City of Irvine. John 

worked for the city of Long Beach starting in 2005 and 

served as the Economic Development Director since 

2017. Long Beach City Manager Tom Modica said 

the city will conduct a national wide search for 

John’s permanent replacement. John is a past 

President of Municipal Management Association of 

Southern California (MMASC)(2007-2008).  

 

“Patience is when you’re supposed to be mad but 

you choose to understand.”  --Jennifer Warawa 

Randsburg, California was previously known as Rand 

Camp. The first post office was opened in 1896. 

Gold was discovered there in 1895; 17-miles south of 

Ridgecrest in Kern County.  

 

Letters and Notes from Readers:  

So sorry to hear about Frank. Thanks for letting me 

know. There are certain people/managers who 

have given me context…perspective in my career 

and Frank is one of them…I am not sure if that 

makes sense? As our Aussie friends say…he’s one of 

the legends. I will keep him in my prayers.                   

--Kevin O’Rourke 

I was overcome with sadness about Ray Harris—

remember so many good times with him He made 

me laugh. what a character and great guy.  R.I.P. 

--Larry J. Kosmont, CRE® 

  
That’s a very special edition of the Newsletter (June 

2022 issue), with the multiple photographs with Ray 

Harris and friends. I’ve overused the comparison of 

losing another I’ve known to another one slipping 

off the life raft, but it seems to fit all too well.   

--Jim Barisic 

 

It has been a crazy few months!  Kevin and his wife 

Amy, and their two kids, Riley and Kole moved to 

South Carolina last year.  Gail and I have now 

followed them. We now all live in Summerville, and 

are within easy driving distances of each other.  It is 

going to be a challenge to get used to the heat 

and humidity here. Yesterday it was 92 degrees, 

and 80% humidity when there wasn't a thunderstorm 

passing by.  

 

I read the newsletter every time it comes out and 

appreciate all that you have done over the years to 

keep some of us 'oldtimers' connected to the 

current world.  Hope life continues to keep us all 

happy, healthy, and wise.   

--Lee Whittenberg 
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 Still More Pieces Picked Up: Robert Rizzo, 

the City of Bell’s former Chief 

Administrative Officer, was at the center of 

the 2010 corruption scandal. In 2014, Bob 

was sentenced to 12-years in State Prison 

and ordered to pay $8.8 million in restitution. A Los 

Angeles Times investigative report led to uncovering 

the scandal. In the end, 7-City of Bell officials were 

convicted on graft and corruption charges. Sonoma 

State President Judy Sakaki has stepped down as 

another casualty of the California State University 

investigation into and resolution of sexual harassment 

and workforce retaliation issues on its 23 campuses. 

Lisa Vollendorf, alleged that she faced retaliation 

from her boss, Judy Sakaki, after she reported a 

sexual harassment accusation about Judy Sakaki’s 

husband, higher education lobbyist Patrick 

McCallum. Judy’s resignation is effective July 31. 

 

SHORTS: *Former Chief of Police Steve Potter became 

the Napa City Manager in January 2019. *Former 

Stockton Deputy City Manager Maraskeshia Smith, 

who previously worked as Assistant City Manager in 

the City of Oakland, is the City Manager in the City 

of Santa Rosa. *Calistogas City Manager Mike Kirn, 

appointed in June 2019, earned a BS in civil 

engineering from California State Unversity, 

Fresno.*Former Orange City Manager Rick Otto 

(2015-2021) is currently a Public Policy Consultant for 

Local Government in Rancho Santa Margarita. 

*Retired La Mirada City Manager Gary Sloan, a 

longtime Trackdown Posse member, is responsible for 

submitting information about City Manager Rick 

Otto’s retirement from the City of Orange back in 

August 2021.*Lisa Rapp, who played with the Cerritos 

College Community Orchestra, has retired from her 

position as Director of Public Works for the City of 

Lakewood after a career of 42-years in municipal 

Public Works. *El Cajon City Manager Graham 

Mitchell, who previously served as the City Manager 

in Lemon Grove, received a 3 percent compensation 

increase in May 2022 as a cost-of-living increase and 

a vote of confidence. *Los Angeles County 

Supervisor Kathryn Barger supports the recall of Los 

Angeles County District Attorney George Gascón. 

*Assistant City Manager Sue Casey, a former 

Administrative Services Director in American Canyon 

and El Cerrito Finance Director, is the Interim City 

Manager in the City of Sonoma since May 18, 2022. 

*Thaddeus McCormack, Lakewood City Manager, is 

the Chair of the California Joint Powers Insurance 

Authority (CJPIA) Managers Committee. *Former 

Fremont and Mountain View Assistant City Manager 

Melissa Steavenson-Diaz was appointed City 

Manager for Redwood City in October 2015. *Jeff  

 

 

 

 

 

https://opencorporates.com/companies/us_ca/201

917810086 

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths 

to issues facing local 

government.                                                                              

                                                                                           

Pat can help you, whether 

you are a City Manager 

looking for ways to turn your 

city around, or a developer 

needing assistance 

navigating the complexities 

of the political and/or 

entitlement process.   

Pat was honored with the League of California 

Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for 

City Managers of Distinction.                                                                                 

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private 

partnerships.                                        

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kollin, who previously worked as the Santa Rosa City 

Manager (2000-2009), and served as the President of 

the City Managers’ Department of the League of 

California Cities (2007-2008), was Interim City 

Manager from last June until Maraskeshia Smith’s 

arrival. *Christopher Macon appointed Laguna 

Woods City Manager in 2013, previously worked for 

the City of Claremont. *West Covina City Manager 

David Carmany, using a partnership between the 

city and the Southern California Edison Company, is 

excited about he solar panels installed on the top 

deck of the civic center parking structure bringing 

environmentally sound solar power to the city. *** 

https://opencorporates.com/companies/us_ca/201917810086
https://opencorporates.com/companies/us_ca/201917810086
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Top left picture shows the modeling of a 1989 Liberty 

Run T-Shirt from Bellflower. Top right is retired Norwalk 

City Manager Ernie Garcia and two grandsons at a 

2022 Dodger/Angels game. The final picture is   

Frank & Rhonda Tripepi and their Goddaughter                

Samantha Simpson. This picture was taken during a 

trip to Vancouver for an ICMA Annual Conference. 

 

 

 

 

Two City of El Monte Police Officers were killed in the 

line of duty when they responded to a possible 

stabbing at the Siesta Inn. They immediately took 

gunfire upon arriving at the location.  

 Trackdown Management extends sincere 

condolences to the families and friends of Corporal 

Michael Paredes, Officer Joseph Santana, and to 

the entire El Monte community. 

Letters and Notes From Readers: 

Hey friends! I’m not dead, yet. Roy Pederson called 

me to ascertain that fact. Actually, that’s an old 

rumor. In 2001, I came back from 7 years as a 

manager in IL and called Mike Davis who was 

repping a job near Sacramento. He answered the 

phone and asked who I was. I told him, and he said, 

“Allen Parker, I thought you were dead.” He referred 

me to the Morongo Gaming Tribe in Banning where I 

became their CAO for almost six years. Finished my 

career in San Bernardino and lastly Hemet. 

Sara and I moved from CA…it’ll be 3 years July. We 

moved to Edenton, NC, one of (there’s 

competition) the cities claiming to be the first 

capital of NC. A small town on a sound (think Puget) 

buffering the coast from the Atlantic. 5,200 citizens, 

half Black. My two eldest kids live in NC. I have two 

grandchildren and one great grandchild born in 

NC. Also have two younger children and two more 

grandchildren in northern CA, Half Moon Bay. 

Believe it or not, I’m still looking for work. Bored silly. 

Can attest to age discrimination. In the three years 

here, have applied for more than 100 positions - city 

manager and assistant - with only three Zooms and 

two face-to–face interviews. None at the assistant 

level. Gee, and I will only be 81 next month. 

Tried to set up a few different websites as a 

consultant in the middle of a pandemic. Didn’t 

know how to market them. I sit by my computer, 

look at jobs posted and still apply. The grass is not 

greener on this side of the fence. Wish I had the 

foresight to achieve what you have 

achieved.           --Allen Parker 

When arriving in London recently; the first email I 

read was the Trackdown newsletter distribution 

note. I appreciate the pictures of Frank and 

mention at the Gonsalves “contract cities” dinner.                                                               

--Bob Dickey 

                                                                                                 
We need more human contact. Social media 

unfortunately gave us the chance to separate long before 

the pandemic hit. Then health protocols in response to 

COVID-19 delivered even more separation. Having a 

monitor between you and the person on the other side can 

generate “keyboard courage” and is bad for human 

relations. Put me in front of a person, let me see their body 

language, see their eyes in better-than-8k resolution, shake 

their hand with sincerity and remind us both that even in 

disagreement, there is humanity and a shared mission of 

trying to do the right thing.                 –Ryder Smith 

 


