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City Management in the Counties of 

Calaveras, Colusa, Del Norte               

and El Dorado 

                                                                
The 2020 census counts the population of the 

Counties of Calaveras, Colusa, Del Norte and El 

Dorado at 286,059. The county seat in Calaveras 

County is the unincorporated area of San 

Andreas. The county seats in Colusa, Del Norte 

and El Dorado Counties are the City of Colusa, 

Crescent City and Placerville.    

 

There are six (6) cities in this group of four 

counties. They include Angels Camp, Colusa, 

Williams, Crescent City, Placerville and South 

Lake Tahoe. City Administrators and City 

Managers include Rebecca Callen, Jesse Cain, 

Frank Kennedy, Eric Wier, M. Cleve Morris, and 

former Healdsburg Assistant Joe Irvin. 
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We hope that everyone is enjoying their Summer 

2022. We have seen where city managers join with 

others to appreciate the beaches, lakes, rivers and 

mountains on summer vacations. This is a picture of 

Downey High School and University of Southern 

California (USC) graduate Kellee Simpson Hearther 

on her board in some warm Hawaiian water 

wishing everyone the best. COVID numbers have 

increased again in some areas. Please be safe and 

stay in good health. 

http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

 

City Management in the Counties of 

Calaveras, Colusa, Del Norte and El Dorado 
 

Angels Camp is the only incorporated city in 

Calaveras County. The first post office was 

established in 1851 called “Carson’s Creek”. In 

1853 it was renamed along with the town. The city 

was incorporated under the name “Angels” in 

1912.  

It is said that Mark Twain based his short story “The 

Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County” 

on a story he heard at the Angels Hotel in 1865. 

The story is commemorated with a Jumping Frog 

Jubilee each May at the Calaveras County 

Fairgrounds just east of the city. Because of this, 

Angels Camp is sometimes referred to as 

“Frogtown.” 

Rebecca Callen is the 

City Administrator in 

Angels Camp taking the 

position previously held by 

Melissa Eads starting in 

January 2022. Rebecca 

has a long history of 

working for Calaveras 

County where she served 

Administrative Services for the Calaveras County 

Water District. She served as the elected Auditor-

Controller for Calaveras County from December 

2010 to September 2019. Rebecca attended 

classes at Butte Junior College and earned a BS 

in strategic management from California State 

University, Chico. She has completed continuing 

and professional education courses from the 

University of California, Davis.  

                                                                                                                

 

“It’s time to say goodbye, but I think 

goodbyes are sad and I’d much rather 

say Hello. Hello to a new adventure.” 

--Ernie Harwell 

 

This is the retired City Manager Tim Kerr’s group that 

traveled to San Diego to root for their San Francisco 

Giants. Giants left-handed pitcher Carlos Rodón 

pitched a complete game for the 3-1 win.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former               

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont,                               

Kosmont Companies serves the 

needs of cities, counties, quasi-

government agencies, private 

companies, developers and non-

profit organizations including 

educational institutions across California. With 

unmatched expertise in public / private transactions, 

Kosmont Companies helps communities thrive by 

creating sustainable projects. 

                                                                                     

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges and solutions. A 

transactional firm that takes a hands-on approach to 

economic development focused on successful 

outcomes.  

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year. 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266    

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue, 

Suite 4140 El Segundo, California 90245 

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

http://www.kosmont.com/
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 City Management in the Counties of 

Calaveras, Colusa, Del Norte and El Dorado  

 

Melissa Eads was the Angels Camp City 

Administrator for 4-years. Previously to that she 

served as a Deputy County Administrator in San 

Joaquin County. From 2011 to 2017 Melissa was 

the Executive Director of the Calaveras Council 

of Governments. She was hired as the Interim City 

Administrator in Sonora, and in June 2022 Melissa 

was appointed City Administrator in Sonora with 

a 5-year employment agreement. She earned 

an MPA from California State University, 

Stanislaus. 

Until the COVID Pandemic, Rhonda and Frank Tripepi 

visited Maui annually. The second picture is Ron and 

Valentina Tripepi Shoop, Frank’s sister. Frank is a 

retired Rosemead City Manager. The pictures were 

taken at Mama’s Fish House on Maui. 

 

 

 

 

www.ekapr.com 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander, Alex Cherin and Kellie Hawkins. We pride 

ourselves on providing a unique and strategic 

perspective on a wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists.                 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within the 

City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities within 

Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA                        

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner 

 

 

 

Costco CEO Craig Jelinek 

reports that their signature 

food court hot dogs do not 

face a price hike. The hot dog 

and soda combination has 

sold for $1.50 for decades. It is 

reported that the company 

loses money on this iconic food 

item. The hot dogs are 100% 

beef in the U.S. Duner and the 

Fonz used to meet for lunch at 

the Cypress Costco…Gonzo’s 

store. 

 

 

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest  

associations of its kind in the nation. 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

www.mmanc.org 

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.mmanc.org/
http://www.mmanc.org/
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Municipal Law Services                                  

Colantuono 

Highsmith Whatley, 

PC    

www.chwlaw.us  

Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley is a municipal law 

firm with offices in Pasadena, Grass Valley, Solana 

Beach, and Sonoma that represents public and 

private clients throughout California in municipal law, 

including public revenues, land use, elections, labor 

and employment, post-redevelopment, housing, 

public works contracting, utility services, the   

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the 

Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act regarding Local Agency 

Formation Commissions, sex offender and marijuana 

regulation and related public safety topics, and 

associated litigation. The core commitment is to 

provide advice to clients and find helpful, 

understandable, and priced fairly.  
 

Michael Colantuono is the Managing 

Partner    
                                                                                                                                      

Call 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700; 916-400-0370; 

858-682-3665; 707-986-8091 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 
 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; you 

don't need them often but when you do, they had 

better work." 

 

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his sons,                  

Jason Gonsalves and Paul Gonsalves, are expert local 

government lobbyists. 

The firm represents 50-plus cities and is a key player in 

city legislation. The firm works closely with the League 

of California Cities. 

 

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time 

Member of the CCMF Board of Trustees 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

                        925 L Street, Suite 250 

                            Sacramento, California 95814 

City Management in the Counties of 

Calaveras, Colusa, Del Norte and El Dorado  

 

Colusa is the county seat of Colusa County. 

Colusa originates from the local Coru Native 

American tribe who lived across the Sacramento 

River in the 1840s. In 1850, Charles D. Semple 

purchased the Rancho Colus Mexican land grant 

where Colusa was founded and called the place 

Salmon Bend. The first post office was opened in 

1851. The California legislature changed the 

town’s name to Colusa in 1854. The town 

incorporated in June 1868. The 2020 estimated 

population of Colusa is 6,411. Jesse Cain is the 

Colusa City Manager, and Shelly Kittle is the City 

Clerk.  

 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 
 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations.                               

                                                                                           

Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized                       

emphasis on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-

Program Administration and                                        

Oversight Agent Services;                                                                                 

Mortgage Program Administration Services; 

Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development.  
 

                                                                                                            

                                                                                       

 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

Telephone: 909-345-849 

http://www.chwlaw.us/
https://gonsalvi.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/


 

 

 

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management         Page | 5            

August 2022                                                                                              Volume No. 15 | Issue No. 14 
                                                        

borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

Trackdown Posse Roster                        
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Cofounder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Gardens 

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, W. Sacramento 

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager; Interim in Downey 

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired San Pablo/La Quinta  

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

 

Posse Roster: 
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

 

     

City Manager Newsletter by 

Trackdown Management 

10 Claret 

Rancho Mirage, California 92270 

                       

www.trackdownmanagement.net 
 

Cell Phone Nos. 310-418-1035, or 562-896-5424 

 

 
                                                

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Telephone No. 800-229-2343                               

www.cjpia.org 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
http://www.cjpia.org/
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City Management in the Counties of 

Calaveras, Colusa, Del Norte and El Dorado 

 

Jesse Cain is not only the Colusa City Manager, 

but he also currently manages the Streets 

Department and serves as the Plant Manager for 

the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant. He 

became City Manager in 2018 

City Clerk Shelly Kittle started 

working in the private sector. She 

worked as a Property Claims 

Adjuster and in Marketing and 

Human Resources.  Immediately 

prior to joining the Colusa city staff 

she worked as a Property Claims Adjuster for 

Farmers Insurance (October 2004-September 

2009). She began her tenure as the Colusa City 

Clerk in September 2009, about 13-years of 

service. Shelly earned a BA and Master’s in 

human resource management from Golden 

Gate University. She also earned an AA degree 

from American River College. 

http://www.nwfg.com/ 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an investment 

banking firm providing underwriting and financial 

advisory services to public agencies, and 

implementation of special tax methodologies. 

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates 

of Participation, and general obligation bond 

financings, tax allocation refunding, revenue and 

expense projections modeling. 

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s                               

President Pam Newcomb, two of 

the nicest people in the world. 

Pam began her investment 

banking career in 1984. 

                                                                                      

1254 Hoover Street                                                                                  

Carlsbad, California 92008 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

 

 

 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational downtime, 

or a good time to fall short on revenue.  For 

governments to serve their communities, they need 

solutions they can depend on, run by partners who 

understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local government 

leaders turn to Avenu. Although the name is new, the 

company roots serving government officials go back 

nearly 100-years. 

                                                                                      

Avenu has California Offices in El 

Dorado Hills, Fresno, Pleasanton, 

Sacramento and Westlake Village. 

                                                                                               

Fran Mancia may be reached at       

559-288-7296. Fran is a member of 

the Board of Trustees of the California 

City Management Foundation 

(CCMF).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://opencorporates.com/companies/us_ca/2019

17810086 

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths to 

issues facing local government. 

Pat can help you, whether you are a City Manager 

looking for ways to turn your city around, or a 

developer needing assistance navigating the 

complexities of the political and/or entitlement 

process.  Pat was honored with the League of 

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for City 

Managers of Distinction.                                                                                 

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private 

partnerships.                                        

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

http://www.nwfg.com/
https://www.avenuinsights.com/
https://opencorporates.com/companies/us_ca/201917810086
https://opencorporates.com/companies/us_ca/201917810086
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http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former 

City Manager Robert "Bob" 

Hinderliter. HdL expanded and 

improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City 

Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s 

retired Executive Chairman. Andy Nickerson is the 

President/CEO. Other members of the HdL team 

include Vikki Beatley, Rob Braulik, Paula Cone, Barry 

Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly Konczak, David 

McPherson, and Bobby Young. 

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology and consulting services that enable cities, 

counties and special districts to better serve their 

constituents. HdL’s team of professionals currently 

serve more than 500 agencies nationwide. HdL 

Companies offers support services and software that 

includes sales, use and transactions taxes, economic 

development, property taxes, business license fees, 

transient occupancy tax, short-term rental 

compliance, rent control, indirect cost recovery, utility 

users tax, and cannabis regulation and taxation.                                                                    

120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California                                                                      

Telephone 888-861-0220 

 

http://www.contractcities.org 

                                                                                                             
Jeff Wood, Lakewood, President 

Ali Sajjad Taj, Artesia, Vice President                                                                                            

Marcel Rodarte, Executive Director 

Be looking for the Fall Educational Summit 
                                                                                                 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210                                  

Cerritos, California 90703                                              

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

City Management in the Counties of 

Calaveras, Colusa, Del Norte and El Dorado 

 

Williams is located on Interstate 5 at the 

intersection of Highway 20. Williams is known as 

the home of Granzella’s Restaurant and Inn, an 

old-world café and deli serving amazing 

sandwiches, American fare, pizzas and 

homemade wines. Postal service was established 

in Williams in 1874 with the name of “Central.” In 

1876 the town and post office were renamed for 

W. H. Williams, who established the plats for the 

townsite. He knew that the railroad was coming 

through his property and speculated on people 

coming to the area. He began selling lots. From 

this farsighted action came the concept of the 

town of Williams. It became known as a leading 

community in the state in agriculture.  

The City of Williams was incorporated in May 

1920. The 2019 estimated population of Williams is 

5,408. Frank Kennedy is the City Administrator 

and Mariana Pineda is the City Clerk. Rex 

Greenbaum is the Finance Officer, and his 

assistant is Jorge Carmona. Ben Padilla is the 

Williams Parks & Recreation Director and Colt 

Esenwein is the Director of Public Works and City 

Engineer.  

Found these pictures by accident. A warm evening at 

Angels Stadium in Anaheim with the late-retired City 

Manager Frank G. Tripepi. We hiked to a concession stand 

for hotdogs and Diet Cokes.  We did many Angel games!  

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.contractcities.org/
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City Management in the Counties of 

Calaveras, Colusa, Del Norte and El Dorado 

 

Frank Kennedy is the City Administrator in the City 

of Williams. Frank joined the Williams city staff in 

May 2014 as a Management Analyst. In 

November 2014 he was promoted to Assistant 

City Administrator. After Charles Bergson left the 

City Administrator position Chief of Police Jim 

Saso served as Acting City Administrator. Frank 

took over from the Chief. Frank previously served 

as a Correctional Officer for the El Dorado 

County Sheriff's Department (September 1983 -

May 1999). When he left the Sheriff’s Department 

he was a Correctional Lieutenant, and went to 

work as Executive Director of the Volunteer 

Center of Sacramento (September 2000 – 

February 2013). He earned a BA in management 

from Saint Mary’s College of California.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

USI has developed sophisticated employee 

benefit programs for public entities for more 

than 30-years. USI helps agencies design 

innovative benefit solutions and provide  

benefit education to bargaining units. 

 

The power of USI, and its ability to bring 

 best-in-class solutions and services to clients  

and communities, is achieved through the collective 

knowledge and experience of professionals coming 

together as ONE. 

 
 For more information contact            

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010  

or gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       
Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                              
  

 www.usi.com                                                                                              

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                               

Torrance, CA 90503    

 

 Long Beach City Manager Tom Modica and 

Assistant City Manager Linda F. Tatum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.olsonhomes.com/ 

 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities.     

Since 1988, The Olson Company                                                 

mission has been to work hand-in-hand                            

with cities to solve the critical shortage of urban 

housing by promoting and investing in                  

responsible development that improves                     

quality of life for everyone. The company has 

successfully partnered with more than 100 cities 

since 1988. 

 
Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax 

 

3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100 

Seal Beach, CA 90740-2751 

 

                                                                                                 

“Grief is the price we pay for caring.”                            

--Anonymous 

mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.usi.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
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https://www.climatec.com/ 

Founded in 1975, Climatec has grown from humble 

beginnings into one of the largest providers of 

building technology and energy efficiency solutions 

in the nation – and Climatec has been a proud 

member of the Robert Bosch family since 2015. 

Led by a highly credentialed team with more than 

300 years of combined industry experience   

Climatec helps public agencies find general fund 

relief through renewed infrastructure and funding 

solutions. The firm has delivered thousands of 

successful energy efficiency programs to public 

sector clients, including education, local, county, 

state and federal governments. 
 

Regional Managers    

Ashley Cascio and           

Tyler Girtman 

                                                                          

                                                                                

Southern California Telephone: 949-474-0955                            

Bay Area Telephone: 925-558-2729 

 

http://rwglaw.com/ 

                                                                                         

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG 

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to the 

unique needs of public entities. 

                                                                                    

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the 

Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides the 

full scope of public law services. 

Practical advice and well-analyzed solutions come 

from listening carefully and asking the 

right questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz served on the Board of 

Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).     

                         Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

City Management in the Counties of 

Calaveras, Colusa, Del Norte and El Dorado 

 

Rex Greenbaum was a Senior Auditor for KPMG 

starting in July 1999. He took a Senior Accountant 

position with another private company in 

October 2001. In April 2005, Rex joined the city 

staff in Woodland as a Senior Accountant. He 

was promoted to Senior Accountant in May 2010. 

In 2010, Rex was appointed City Finance Officer 

for the City of Williams. He has served in that 

position to the present. He earned a BS in 

accounting from Santa Clara University.  

Crescent City is the only 

incorporated city in Del Norte 

County and the county seat. The 

city is named for the crescent-

shaped stretch of beach southerly 

of the city. Crescent City Harbor serves as home 

port to many commercial fishing vessels. The 

Pelican Bay State Prison is within the city limits. 

Crescent City is about 20 miles south of the 

Oregon border. Jedediah Smith is said to be the 

first European American to explore the area 

overland in the early 19th century. In 1855, the U.S. 

Congress authorized the building of a lighthouse 

at high tide island on the coast of Crescent City.  

It is still functioning today. The topography of the 

ocean floor at Crescent City makes that coast 

susceptible to to tsunamis. Many have been 

recorded over the years, including damage from 

the 9.0 earthquake in Japan in March 2011. 

Crescent City was incorporated in April 1854. Its 

2020 estimated population is 6,673. Eric Wier is the 

City Manager, and Robin Patch is the City Clerk. 

Linda Leaver is the Finance Director and Sunny 

Valero is the Human Resources Administrator.  

                      

Seals and        

Sea Lions in 

Crescent City. 

 

 

https://www.climatec.com/
http://rwglaw.com/


 

 

 

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management         Page | 10            

August 2022                                                                                              Volume No. 15 | Issue No. 14 
                                                        

borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

 

City Management in the Counties of 

Calaveras, Colusa, Del Norte and El Dorado 

 

Award winning retired County Administrator of 

Washington County, Oregon (1986-2005), 

Charles D. Cameron worked as the General 

Administrator in Del Norte County (1982-1983). 

Don Stilwell served as the County Administrator 

(1974-1977) in Del Norte County before he 

became the Washington County, Oregon 

County Administrator (1983-1986). Don retired as 

the Town Manager in Fort Myers Beach, Florida in 

2016. Neal Lopez is the current County 

Administrator in the County of Del Norte.  

City Manager Eric Wier was appointed in 2018.  

He previously served as the Crescent City Public 

Works Director. Eric is a former member of the 

Crescent City Fire and Rescue Department, 

organization that depends on volunteers. 

 

 

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim L. Barisic                                        

Founded Brandywine in 1994.                        

 

Jim also worked for the cities of 

Paramount and Cerritos.                                                               

Jim and two of his sons Brett Whitehead, and      

David Barisic direct Brandywine Homes. 

 

Currently under construction and soon to open for 

sales or leasing in the Cities of Whittier, Carson,         

La Verne, Glendora, Riverside, and Murietta with 

sales in El Monte, Long Beach, Huntington Beach, 

Artesia and Santa Ana 

                                                                                      

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

 

Retired City of Cerritos official Arcy Hinojosa 

participated in the recent Cerritos Chamber of 

Commerce golf tournament to support the Relay for 

Life. The tournament was at the Hacienda Golf Club. 
 

Not every client has the same needs. The  

talented Tripepi Smith team combines  

experience and innovation to deliver results. 

https://www.tripepismith.com/ 

 

“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready to help  

with outreach campaigns, video production,  

content writing, messaging, graphic work, 

technology infrastructure and websites." 

http://www.brandywinedev.com/
https://www.tripepismith.com/
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http://www.pars.org/ 

   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided   

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like 

the Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and  

the PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400  

clients address unfunded obligations and lower 

liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS  

is the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                                                            

                                                                                             

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356  

Or kevin@kolgs.com 

 

Retired Fairfield City Manager Kevin O’Rourke of 

PARS with Jack Simpson, Joe Tanner and the late 

Frank G. Tripepi. 

City Management in the Counties of 

Calaveras, Colusa, Del Norte and El Dorado 

 

Linda Leaver is the Director of 

Finance for the City of Crescent 

City.  She started with the City in 

July 2014 in an Accountant 

position. She was promoted to 

Director of Finance in May 2016. She worked in 

the private sector prior to joining the Crescent 

City staff. Linda began her working career in 

August 2000 when she worked for an auto dealer. 

She worked as a bank teller, a receptionist, and 

a call center agent in Illinois.  She was a Credit 

Manager for an engineering company in 

Davenport, Iowa, and the Director of Market 

Accounting for a market in Brookings, Oregon. 

Linda earned an AA in business management 

from Blackhawk Technical College, and a BA in 

accounting from Baker College for Graduate 

Studies.  

 

Placerville was formerly known as Old Dry 

Diggings and/or Hangtown. It is one of two 

incorporated cities in El Dorado County, and it is 

the county seat. During the California Gold Rush 

starting in 1848 the town filled with busy people. 

Placerville was a central hub for the Mother Lode 

region’s mining operations. The Southern Pacific 

Railroad had a branch line that ran between 

Sacramento and Placerville. The track was 

abandoned in the 1980s. The town’s first post 

office opened in 1850. Placerville incorporated in 

May 1854. The estimated 2019 population is 

11,175. Placerville is registered as California 

Historical Landmark No. 701. M. Cleve Morris is the 

City Manager, and Regina O’Connell is the City 

Clerk and Human Resource Office. Terry Zeller is 

the Placerville Director of Community Services. 

Dave Warren is the Assistant City Manager and 

Director of Finance. Joseph Wren is the Placerville 

Chief of Police. The community is served by the El 

Dorado County Fire Department. Placerville has 

become a popular place to live and vacation.  

 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
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City Management in the Counties of 

Calaveras, Colusa, Del Norte and El Dorado 

 

M. Cleve Morris was appointed 

City Manager in Placerville in 

January 2011. He took the 

position following the retirement 

of City Manager John Driscoll 

retirement. John had served the 

city for 10-years. Cleve and John worked 

together for a time to assure a smooth transition.  

Cleve began his public service career as a 

Procurement Analyst in Sandy City, Utah in 1989.  

In 1990 he was hired in Lathrop as their 

Administrative Services Manager, and in 1994 

Cleve was promoted to Assistant to the City 

Manager. In 1998 Cleve took the City Manager 

position in the City of Newman. He worked there 

until 2003 when he became the Patterson City 

Manager. Cleve worked with the Patterson 

community until 2010. He earned a BA and MPA 

from Brigham Young University. In 2009 Cleve 

received a 20-year ICMA Service Award.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

  

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint 

Powers Authority (JPA) with the goal 

 of helping communities fund critical 

projects. ICFA has assisted funding more than $500 

million in critical community projects, from hospitals 

to charter schools, municipal utilities and housing. 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                      

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

info@ICFAuthority.org 

South Lake Tahoe is the most 

populous city in El Dorado 

County. The city incorporated 

in 1965 by combining the 

previously unincorporated 

communities of Al Tahoe, 

Bijou, Bijou Park, Stateline, 

Tahoe Valley and Tallac Village. The post office 

was established in 1967. Gambling came to Lake 

Tahoe in 1944 on the Nevada side of the state 

boundaries. Joe Irvin is the City Manager and 

Lindsey Baker is the Assistant to the City Manager 

and Public Information Officer. Susan 

Blankenship is the City Clerk and Joanne 

McDonough is the Assistant City Clerk. The 2020 

estimated population is 21,330.  

 

Joe Irvin began his public service career as an 

Assistant City Planner in Sequim, Washington in 

2005. After working in Marco Island, Florida (2011-

2014), Joe returned to Sequim as a Special 

Projects Manager and the Assistant City 

Manager.  In August 2018, Joe has selected to 

serve as the Assistant City Manager in the City of 

Healdsburg. In May 2020 he became the City 

Manager in the City of South Lake Tahoe. Joe 

earned an AA from Lake Tahoe Community 

College, a BS from California State University, 

Channel Islands, and an MPA from The Evergreen 

State College.  He also completed the Senior 

Executive Institute, ICMA Leadership at the 

University of Virginia.  

 

Lindsey Baker worked in the City 

of Denton, Texas as the 

Intergovernmental Relations and 

Public Information Officer (2012-

2017). She worked in Texas 

transportation for the North Texas 

Tollway Authority, and the Denton County 

Transportation Authority before joining the City of 

South Lake Tahoe as Assistant to the City 

Manager and Public Information Officer in June 

2021. She earned a BA and MPA from the 

University of Oklahoma. She also studied with the 

European Union.  

https://www.icfauthority.org/
mailto:info@ICFAuthority.org
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www.usi.com 

Experience the USI ONE Advantage® and learn 

how their Public Entity Practice can help manage 

the risks of public sector organizations, providing 

improved protection and cost control. 

 

USI has developed sophisticated employee 

benefit programs for public entities for more than 

30-years. USI helps agencies design innovative 

benefit solutions and provide benefit education 

to bargaining units.  

 

USI began in 1994 with a single office of $6.5 

million of revenue and 40 associates. Today, USI 

is approaching $2 billion in revenue with more 

than 6,000 associates in more than 150 offices 

across the country. 

 

USI has served more than 150,000 clients meeting 

their property & casualty, employee benefit, 

personal risk and retirement needs nationwide. 

 

USI has more than 100 years of consulting and 

brokerage experience through its acquired 

agencies, with local offices dating back in their 

communities as far as the late 1800s. USI 

combines industry leading national capabilities 

delivered through a longstanding, passionate 

and committed local service teams.  

 

USI stands for Understand, Service and Innovate. 

At USI we work to Understand the specific needs 

of our clients, to provide an unparalleled 

local Service experience, and to Innovate with 

cutting edge solutions so our clients can continue 

to invest and grow. 

 

At USI, we are proud of the deep roots we have 

in our communities. With agency 

offices dating back over 100 years in their local 

neighborhoods, USI teams have a passion for 

getting involved and helping others who are in 

need. 

USI associates give their time, talent and treasure 

across the country through USI Gives Back — 

where each of the Company’s more than 150 

offices participate in local community service 

during the year. 

For more information contact Gary Delaney or                       

Kristin Yokoyama at (424) 390-0000 

 Contact information:               

Office: (424) 390-0010 |            

Email: gary.delaney@usi.com                               

21250 Hawthorne Boulevard,     

Suite 600, Torrance, CA 90503 

 

USI stands for Understand, Service and Innovate 

At USI a most dynamic personal and professional 

development program has been created. USI 

invest heavily in its associates through a unique 

professional development platform—USI ONE® , 

along with one-of-a-kind employee reward and 

recognition programs and passionate 

commitment to local communities. USI is an 

exception place to work! 

 

Investing in our communities 

http://www.usi.com/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/the-usi-one-advantage/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/community-investment/
http://www.usi.com/about-usi/the-power-of-one/community-investment/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
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Valentina Tripepi Shoop at City Hall in Hayden, Idaho 

where a tile is placed commemorating the U. S. Army 

service of her brother Frank G. Tripepi. 

 

Picking Up the Pieces: David Spaur 

was appointed Interim City Manager 

in Fort Bragg in January 2022. In 

March 2022 Humboldt County 

Planning and Building Director John 

H. Ford was announced as the new 

City Manager effective July 5, 2022. In 

June 2022 John H. Ford asked to be 

released from the employment agreement because 

of family issues with the need to relocate. David 

spends half his weekends in Fort Bragg and the other 

half at his home in El Dorado Hills. Peckham & 

McKenney is providing recruitment services to the city. 

Sarah McCormick is the Assistant to the City Manager 

in Fort Bragg. Menlo Park Interim City Manager Justin 

Murphy has been selected to serve as the City 

Manager for the City of Menlo Park. He joined the 

Menlo Park city staff in 1996 as an Associate Planner.  

He later worked as the Development Services 

Manager, Assistant Community Development Director 

and Public Works Director. He is replacing former City 

Manager Starla Jerome-Robinson, who quit just 

months before her planned retirement. Justin earned 

a BA in urban studies from Stanford University and an 

MPA from the Kennedy School at Harvard University. 

Justin is a Menlo Park resident. Dr. Linda Reich, DPA is 

the new City Manager for the City of Chino effective 

August 8. Linda is the Chino Community Services 

Director. Linda will replace Interim City Manager 

Anthony Arroyo, who has been serving in the position 

since April 18 when former City Manager Matt 

Ballantyne left the city to become the City Manager 

in Fontana. Linda has worked for the City of Chino 

since May 2002. Prior to Chino, Linda was a 

Community Services Supervisor, Recreation Leader 

and Recreation Coordinator in Culver City. Linda 

earned a Masters of Public Administration (MPA) from 

California State University, Northridge and a DPA from 

the University of La Verne.  

Letters and Notes from Readers: 

Enjoyed Trackdown edition (July 2022 Special) and 

really got a kick out of Joe Gonsalves quote from 

way back when about parachutes.  I’m sure that you 

communicate periodically with Anthony and so I 

asked, if you have time, to remember me to him and             

give him my warm regards.                                                                    

–Jill Frechette 

                                                                                               

You did a very nice job recognizing a lifelong friend. I 

personally will always remember how Frank (Tripepi) 

opened his heart to me through friendship and 

teaching me to be a better professional, as well as, 

an albacore fisherman. My own medical emergency 

has taught me to more fully realize how precious life 

is.                                                                                                                                                       

–Vern Lawson 

 

I hope you are well. Although belated, I wanted to 

gather my thoughts regarding Frank Tripepi’s passing. 

He sure had a presence about him. Certainly 

professionally, but more important personally, there 

was a genuine warmth about him. That smile, that 

laugh, and that outstretched hand were all one 

really needed to know about Frank. He just liked 

people, and people liked him back. Yet, as one of his 

best friends, you know that better than most.  Like 

you, I'll miss him.                                                                      

--Steve Harding 

Great issue, (July 2022 Special).  Photos of Frank 

Tripepi and friends was a very nice touch.                                                                                                                                              

–Michael Sakamoto 

Retired Wasco City Manager Larry Pennell. Since his 

2007 retirement, Larry has served in a few “Interim” 

assignments. He started his career in Fairfield. Larry is 

a San Jose State University alumnus. In 2006 he 

received a 30-year ICMA Service Award. 
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More Pieces Picked Up: In 1973-1974 

Lyman H. Cozad served as the 

President of the City Managers’ 

Department of the League of 

California Cities. Lyman was the City 

Manager for the City of Colton from 

January 1957 until March 1964 when 

he left to become the Chief 

Administrative Officer for the City of 

Beverly Hills. In September 1966 Lyman became the 

City Manager in the City of Arcadia. George Watts 

joined the Arcadia staff as an Administrative Assistant 

in 1970 and became Assistant City Manager in in 1975. 

Lyman retired from Arcadia in 1977 and then he joined 

the staff of the League of California Cities as the 

Southern California Manager (1977-1984). George 

became the Arcadia City Manager in 1981. Lyman 

earned a BSBA and an MSPA from Ohio State 

University. Lyman passed away at age 86 in 2001. 

Pasadena’s new City Manager Miguel Márquez has 

been introduced to the community at a recent City 

Council meeting. Miguel has been serving as the Chief 

Operating Officer of the County of Santa Clara. Prior 

to his work in Santa Clara County, he served as an 

Associate Justice of the California Sixth District Court 

of Appeal. He is also a former County Counsel for the 

County, and General Counsel for the San Francisco 

Unified School District, and as Deputy City Attorney in 

San Francisco. He is a native of Sacramento. Plans for 

a memorial event for the passing of former City 

Administrator and county executive Ray Harris have 

been devised by his family. Ray wanted his ashes to 

be scattered at sea, and a family only ceremony has 

been planned for July 30, 2022 at Newport Harbor. A 

veteran’s flag ceremony is planned too. Ray’s wife 

Carol Harris reminds us that Ray was very proud of his 

U. S. Army service…a proud veteran. We continue to 

keep Carol and Ray and their family in our prayers. 

Retired Rocklin City Manager Dr. Carlos Urrutia is the 

Principal Consultant for Carlos Urrutia Consulting in the 

Sacramento area. He served as the Rocklin City 

Manager from August 1984 until his retirement in 

December 2010. He was the City Manager in the City 

of Soledad before that (1981-1984). Carlos started his 

public management career as an Administrative 

Intern in the City of Rolling Hills (1974-1975). He then 

worked for Hawaiian Gardens (1975-1977) and 

Sunnyvale (1977-1981) in Administrative Assistant 

positions. Carlos earned a BA in economics, and an 

MPA from California State University, Long Beach, and 

a DPA from the University of Southern California (USC). 

In 2010 he received a 35-year ICMA Service Award.  

 

“Smile for the world to see!” 

 

 

 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

 

info@ICFAuthority.org 

 

 

Ryder Todd Smith did an amazing job presenting 

remembrances of the late Frank G. Tripepi at services 

on July 1, 2022. Also making memorable presentations 

on their memories of Frank were Karen Ogawa and 

Don Wagner, Tom Brisbin and Mark Risco. Daniel Chow 

and Anthony Gonsalves provided scripture readings. 

Douglas B. Dunlap, retired as Pomona City Manager 

(2000-2007) began his public service/management 

career 55-years ago when he took an Administrative 

Intern position in 1967 in Pasadena. Doug was hired as 

an Administrative Assistant in Cypress in 1968. He was 

promoted to Assistant City Manager in 1973, working 

with City Manager Darrell Essex. In 1976 Doug took the 

City Manager job in Chowchilla (1976-1979), and in 

1979 he went from Chowchilla to Villa Park (1979-1981) 

as City Manager. Doug went to the El Monte (1981-

1982) City Manager position in 1981. Hawaiian 

Gardens (1983-1987) was his next stop as City 

Administrator, and in 1987 he joined the Stanton city 

staff as Community Development Director. He worked 

for Urban Futures Inc. in 1988-1989, and he became 

the Pomona Redevelopment Agency Executive 

Director (1989-1992). Doug worked in the private 

sector for a time, and he was appointed City 

Manager in Bradbury in 1996. In 2000 he returned to 

Pomona as City Manager. In 2004, Doug received a 

30-year ICMA Service Award. Doug lives in Lompoc. 

Healdsburg City Manager Jeff Kay appointed Andrew 

Sturmfels to serve as the Assistant City Manager for the 

city. Andrew previously worked as the Healdsburg city 

Administrative Services Director. The Assistant City 

Manager position was vacant in Healdsburg for more 

than two years. Before public service, Andrew served 

in multiple positions in the hospitality industry for 

Marriott International and other hotels and 

restaurants. Andrew earned a BA from Roanoke 

College in Virginia and an MPPA from California State 

University, Sacramento. Robert “Bob” Nisbet has been 

selected as the new City Manager for the City of 

Goleta. Bob is currently the City Manager for the City 

of Half Moon Bay. He will assume his new Goleta 

position September 1, 2022. He is a former Assistant 

General Manager for the East Bay Regional Park 

District. He earned a BS from Washington State 

University and an MA in economics from the University 

of California, Santa Barbara. Bob is replacing City 

Manager Michelle Green who is retiring.  

mailto:info@ICFAuthority.org
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: Retired 

Huntington Park City Manager Gregory 

D. Korduner has been listed as a self-

employed consultant since January 

2011. Before Huntington Park he served 

as the City Manager in El Monte and 

South El Monte. In 2013 Greg was hired as a Interim 

City Manager in Los Alamitos following City Manager 

Angie Avery’s exit from the position. Greg began his 

public service career with staff positions in Norwalk 

and the City of Artesia. Greg earned an AA from 

Cerritos College, a BA from California State  University, 

Long Beach and an MPA from California State 

University, Fullerton. Greg is a “Proof of Life” leader 

who works with the venue in Southern California. He 

received a 35-year ICMA Service Award in 2010. Palm 

Springs City Manager Justin Clifton announced his 

resignation, indicating that he will be leaving office 

September 16.  Justin joined the Palms Springs city staff 

in April 2021. He previously served as the City Manager 

in Sedona, Arizona for nearly six years (2015-2021). He 

also was the City Manager in Delta, Colorado (2012-

2015), and Town Manager in Bayfield, Colorado (2006-

2011). Justin earned a BA from Fort Lewis College and 

a Masters from the Univeristy of Colorado. Greg 

Wellman, former Merced County Administrator and 

Atwater City Manager (2002-2010), is the new Interim 

City Manager in Los Banos taking over for City 

Manager Josh Pinheiro. A Brigham Young Univesity 

graduate, Greg received a 40-year ICMA Service 

Award in 2009. Carmel Gil, City of Gonzales Director of 

Community Engagement and Strategic Partnership, 

has been appointed Interim City Manager. She has 

been acting as the Interim City Manager since June 

20 when City Manager Rene Mendez left to become 

the Watsonville City Manager. Carmel has worked 

with the city for 17-years. Executive Recruiters Bob 

Murray & Associates is continuing to conduct a search 

for a permanent City Manager. During the pandemic 

Carmel led the implementation of the Gonzales 

community health worker program. 

SHORTS: *Did you know that California Legislators get 

free gasoline paid with public funds and state-issued 

vehicles too? *After working more than 10-years with 

Erickson-Hall Construction Company of Escondido, 

Scott Hammond is now a Vice President of ProWest 

Constuctors in Riverside County.*Dave Durflinger has 

served as the City Manager in Carpinteria since 2001 

and served as the Carpinteria Community 

Development Director after working in Cathedral City 

in planning from 1988 to 1998 where he was the City 

Planner. *New Coronado Assistant City Manager Tony 

Winney, a San Diego State University alumnus, has 

worked for the Cities of La Mesa, Vista, Poway, 

Carlsbad and National City.  

*Dr. Kevin Kearney, DPPD from the University of 

Southern California (USC), worked as a Management 

Analyst in Bradbury (2011-2015) and Beverly Hills (2015- 

2017), prior to becoming the Bradbury City Manager 

in May 2017. *Long time veteran Kern County Sheriff 

Donny Yougblood ran unopposed in this year’s 

election. *Dale Geldert, husband of retired Vista City 

Manager Rita Gledert, has listed himself as a self-

employed Governmental Advisor since January 2013 

following his retirement from the Fire Service. *Former 

Police Officer Ray Mendiola, who earned a BA from St. 

Mary’s College and an MPA the University of San 

Francisco, worked as the Assistant to the City 

Manager In Menlo Park starting in February 

1986.*State of California Governor Gavin Newsom is 

reported to have taken a vacation in the State of 

Montana. *A campaign to force a recall of Los 

Angeles County District Attorney George Gascón 

continues in Los Angeles County with the submission of 

more than 715,000 signatures to the County Registrar 

in support of the recall. *The latest adventures of 

retired Beverly Hills City Manager (2004-2010) Rod 

Wood finds him serving as a Special Advisor to the 

Citrus Heights Water District and the Hidden Valley 

Lake Association, as well as, working as a consultant 

for El Dorado Hills. *Retiring on December 31, 2012, 

Chuck Rough was the longest serving Town Manager 

in the history of the Town of Paradise, having served 16 

½ years; Chuck and his wife Patty lost everything in the 

devastating Camp Fire of 2018. *Crystal Williams is the 

new Human Resources Director for the City of 

Carson.*After serving as a Menlo Park police officer for 

nearly 4-years, Ray Mendiola, who passed away in 

December 2019 at the age of 68, became the Menlo 

Park Assistant to the City Manager in February 1986, 

and went on to serve as Chief of Police in Eagle Pass, 

Texas. *Millbrae City Manager Tom Williams was 

accused by a neighbor of inappropriate involvement 

in a local granny flat project. *Bellflower City Manager 

Jeff Stewart said, “Most solutions are rooted in 

common sense,” and we wholeheartedly agree. 
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borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as 

a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   

                                            
   

 

 

Yet Still More Pieces Picked Up: City of 

Rancho Cucamonga Deputy City 

Manager of Administrative Services Lori 

E. Sassoon is the new Norco City 

Manager. She follows longtime Norco 

City Manager Andy Okoro, who worked 

for the city since 2003 and became the City Manager 

in 2013. Lori began her public service career in 1990 as 

an Administrative Intern in the City of Walnut. In 1991 

she was hired to be an Administrative Assistant in 

Glendale, and in 1995 she took another Administratior 

Intern position in San Bernardino. She was hired as a 

Senior Administrative Analyst in San Bernardino in 1996. 

Lori was appointed Assistant to the City Manager in 

San Bernardino in 1998, and in 2004 she became 

Assistant City Manager. Lori became the City of Villa 

Park City Manager in 2009. She joined the Rancho 

Cucamonga staff in November 2015. Lori received a 

25-year ICMA Service Award in 2017. Lori earned a BA 

from California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 

and an MPA from California State 

University, San Bernardino. She is a 

former Board Member of MMASC. 

Lori is a past President of ICMA 

Women Leading Government. After working for La-Z 

Boy a little more than 3-years as a Cost Accountant, 

Brian Mohan joined the city staff in Rialto as an 

Accountant in September 2000. Brian was promoted 

to Senior Accountant in July 2002 and then 

Accounting Supervisor in July 2006. He left Rialto to 

work as the Accounting Manager for the San 

Bernardino County Employees’ Retirement 

Association (SBCERA) in January 2011. In July 2017 

Brian joined the city staff in Moreno Valley as Financial 

Resources Division Manager. He was promoted to 

Assistant City Manager and Chief Financial 

Officer/Treasurer in May 2021. Brian earned a BS from 

California State University, San Bernardino. Brian is a 

Board Member for the March Field Air Museum in 

Riverside. Noyo Harbor District Harbormaster Anna 

Neumann, who started in September 2021, worked as 

a crew member for a commercial fishing vessel, 

gathered tidal data for a non-profit, and spent time as 

an instructor in Mexico. She earned a Master’s degree 

in Fishing Policy from Oregon State University, while 

working as a skilled fillet worker at Princess Seafoods. 

The Noyo Harbor District has a Board of five 

commissioners, two appointed by the Fort Bragg City 

Council, two by the Mendocino County Board of 

Supervisors and a jointly appointed chairperson. 

Petaluma Council Member D’Lynda Fischer led the 

charge to prohibit new gas stations in her city, and it 

appears to be the first in the world to have banned 

new gas stations. Peggy Flynn is the City Manager for 

the City of Petaluma. *** 

Mike Busch and the late Frank G. Tripepi in the first 

picture. Jack Simpson and his Siberian Husky Lilo on 

the patio of a Paso Robles winery on the right. 

 

Notes and Letters from Readers: 
                                                                                                   

I loved seeing the drawing of you guys and Stump. 

Isn't the 980 where Stump earned his nickname? Also 

laughed at the CUM Club. How times have changed 

.... and not for the better.                                                         

–Larry Lane. 

Thanks for finding and posting. Good 

looking dudes.                                                    

–Sam Olivito 

Thanks for the memories, Jack. Frank was truly one of 

the “Greats", as a friend, a colleague, a City Manager, 

and, most importantly, a family man (who also loved 

cars      ). May he Rest in Peace. I will be in the crowd 

my friend.  [NOTE: And, he was!] 

--Mike Sedell 

                                                                                                                                                                         

Nice tribute to Frank. Your friendship with him is 

obvious.                                                                                  

–Dr. Carlos Urrutia 

Sometimes we think the current times are the worst 

we've seen.  That's because our memories are not 

what they once were.  Both the Kennedy boys and 

MLK, plus Kent State and Cal Berkeley; we have seen 

some pretty bad times.  Hopefully we get through 

these times too.  There are more good people than 

bad.                                                                                                                                                  

–Joe Goeden 

Servant leaders go further by focussing on providing their 

employees with development opportunities. Employees 

want a job where they can succeed. They want an 

opportunity to be coached and mentored by someone. 

Since servant leaders put people first, they get to know 

them on a different level. They help them to develop.  


