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Wayne D. Wedin, former Brea City Manager, Council 

Member and Mayor in 1990. Wayne is the President of 

Wedin Enterprise, Inc., a financial consulting firm 

offering services to both public and private interests.  

Wayne served 15-years (1968-1983) as the Brea City 

Manager, Prior to that he was an Intern in Pasadena, 

and went to work for the City of Santa Fe Springs, 

where he worked his way up in the organization. 

Wayne was the Assistant City Manager (1965-1968) 

when he became for the Brea City Manager in 1968.  

 

Cities in Kings and Lake Counties 
 

Kings County has four incorporated cities: Avenal, 

Corcoran, Hanford and Lemoore. Lake County 

has two incorporated cities including Clearlake 

and Lakeport.   

 

We are using this “forced” grouping in our effort 

to acknowledge all the cities of California in the 

City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown. The City 

Managers in these cities include Antony V. López, 

Greg Gatzka, Mario Cifuentez, Nathan Olson, 

Alan Flora, and Kevin Ingram.  

 

Those who have not yet subscribed to this 

newsletter free of charge may easily do so by 

going to the newsletter section of the Trackdown 

Management web page and inputting their 

email address:  

www.trackdownmanagement.net 
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http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
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Cities in Kings and Lake Counties 
 

Although today Avenal and its 

local economy is largely 

dependent on the Avenal State 

Prison and agriculture, the city 

was once a booming oil town. A 

1929 survey by Standard Oil 

company helped convert Avenal into an oil 

boomtown. The city was incorporated in 

September 1979. Avenal State Prison provides 

approximately 1,000 jobs. Its 2020 population is 

13,696. The Avenal City Manager is Antony V. 

López and the City Clerk is Maria “Angie” Ortiz. 

Griselda Price is the Interim Director of 

Administrative Services. Rob Williams is the 

Director of Public Works, Code Enforcement and 

Animal Services. 

 

Antony V. López worked in the 

private sector. In October 2010 

Antony was a Student Media 

Specialist in the Washington 

D.C. Metro Area. After a few 

other positions including co-

founding a computer business 

in Avenal in 2015, Antony 

joined the City of Avenal staff as an Associate 

Planner in March 2017. He was appointed City 

Manager starting in October 2020. Antony 

graduated from Avenal High School, and then 

participated in a Study Abroad program with the 

Instituto Brasil-Estados Unidos. He studied in Rio de 

Janeiro during the Summer of 2012. He also 

earned a BA in women’s & gender studies from 

Georgetown University and an MPA from the Sol 

Price School of Public Policy at the University of 

Southern California (USC). Antony is a Founder 

and was Treasurer of the Beta Kappa Chapter of 

the Phi Iota Alpha Fraternity in Georgetown. Phi 

Iota Alpha is the oldest Latino Fraternity in 

existence. Antony replaced former Avenal City 

Manager Melissa G. Whitten after her retirement. 

She served in the Avenal City Manager position 

for 25-years.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former 

City Manager Robert "Bob" 

Hinderliter. HdL expanded and 

improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City 

Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s 

retired Executive Chairman. Andy 

Nickerson is the President/CEO. Other members of 

the HdL team include Vikki Beatley, Rob Braulik, 

Paula Cone, Barry Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly 

Konczak, David McPherson, and Bobby Young. 

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology and consulting services that enable 

cities, counties and special districts to better serve 

their constituents. HdL’s team of professionals 

currently serve more than 500 agencies 

nationwide. HdL Companies offers support services 

and software that includes sales, use and 

transactions taxes, economic development, 

property taxes, business license fees, transient 

occupancy tax, short-term rental compliance, rent 

control, indirect cost recovery, utility users tax, and 

cannabis regulation and taxation.                                                                    

120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California                                                                      

Telephone 888-861-0220 

 

 

 

Special group sessions for sports teams, police and fire 

departments or other groups may be arranged. 

Raw Performance Coach William Ha, CSCS, is a certified 

strength and conditioning coach. 

Call: 714-335-4436 

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

www.rawperformancesc.com 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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http://www.pars.org/ 
   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided   

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like the 

Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and   the 

PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400         

clients address unfunded obligations and lower 

liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS    

is the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                                                            

                                                                                             

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356  

or kevin@kolgs.com 

 

 

Retired La Mirada City Manager Tom Robinson said 

that revised vacation plans had him in the State of 

Washington requiring him to miss the September 29 

“Proof of Life” Lunch. The next lunch will be on 

Thursday, December 1, 2022. 

Cities in Kings and Lake Counties 
 

Corcoran was founded by 

Hobart Johnstone Whitley, a 

southern California land 

developer. He created the 

main streets and town. He 

originally wished the town 

named for Harrison Gray 

Otis of Los Angeles. J. W. 

Guiberson became one of the community 

pioneers after Hobart assigned him to the 

community. Corcoran was incorporated in 

August 1914. The local economy is mostly 

agriculture, though the largest employers in 

Corcoran include the California State Prison, 

Corcoran, and the California Substance Abuse 

Treatment Facility and State Prison, Corcoran. 

Greg Gatzka is the Corcoran City Manager and 

Marlene Spain is the Assistant City Manager and 

City Clerk. Soledad Ruiz-Nuñez is the Finance 

Director, and Joseph Faulkner is the Public Works 

Director. Reuben P. Shortnacy is the Chief of 

Police. 

 

City Manager Greg Gatzka 

began his public service career 

as a Staff Analyst in the Public 

Works & Development Services in 

the County of Fresno in June 

1991.  In August 2001 Greg was 

hired as a LAFCO staff assistant in 

Kings County where he rose in 

the organization. He was appointed Kings County 

contract LAFCO Executive Office in August 2009 

and worked in that position until June 2021. In 

1996 Greg was hired as a Planner for the Kings 

County Community Development Agency. He 

earned his way up in the agency to become the 

Director in August 2009. Greg was started as the 

City of Corcoran City Manager in June 2021. 

Greg earned a BS in community and regional 

planning from California Polytechnic State 

University, San Luis Obispo, and an MPA from 

California State University, Fresno.   

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
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Trackdown Posse Roster                        
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Cofounder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Gardens 

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, W. Sacramento 

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager; Interim, Downey 

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired San Pablo/La Quinta  

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

 

Posse Roster: 
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

 

     

                                                                    

City Manager Newsletter by 

Trackdown Management 

                     10 Claret 

Rancho Mirage, California 92270 

                                              

www.trackdownmanagement.net 

Cell Phone Nos. 310-418-1035, or 562-896-5424 

 

 
                                                
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.olsonhomes.com/ 

 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities.     

Since 1988, The Olson Company                                                 

mission has been to work hand-in-hand                            

with cities to solve the critical shortage of  

urban housing by promoting and investing in                  

responsible development that improves                     

quality of life for everyone. The company has 

successfully partnered with more than 100 cities 

since 1988. 

 
Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

  

3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100  

Seal Beach, CA 90740-2751 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
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Cities in Kings and Lake Counties 
 

David Jarvis is the Facility and Parks Director 

services in the City of Corcoran. David was a Park 

Superintendent for Kings County Parks 

Department from March 1989 to March 1993. He 

became the Facility/Parks Director for the 

Recreation Association of Corcoran in 1993 and 

continues to serve in that position. David earned 

an AA degree from the College of the Sequoias. 

He is a certified pool operator from the National 

Swimming Pool Foundation. He is also a qualified 

pesticide applicator.  

 

Kevin Tromborg is the Community Development 

Director and Building Official for the City of 

Corcoran. He worked as a contractor building 

inspector starting in 2004 and was also a Building 

Inspector for the City of Visalia until December 

2006, when he joined the Corcoran city staff as 

Building Official. He earned an AA degree from 

Fresno City College and a BA in government 

administration from the University of Phoenix. 

 

Joseph Faulkner is the Public Works Director for 

the City of Corcoran and Cynthia Villegas is the 

Administrative Assistant.  

L to R: Karen Herrera; Don Pruyn; Doug Dunlap;        

Jeff Collier; Ron Molendyk; and Jim Barisic, at the 

September 29, 2022 “Proof of Life” lunch in La Mirada.  

Telephone No. 800-229-2343                               

www.cjpia.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nwfg.com/ 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an 

investment banking firm providing underwriting 

and financial advisory services to public agencies, 

and implementation of special tax methodologies.  

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates 

of Participation, and general obligation bond 

financings, tax  

allocation refunding, revenue and expense 

projections modeling. 

 

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s 

President Pam Newcomb. Pam 

began her investment banking 

career in 1984. 
 

                                                                                                 

1254 Hoover Street                                                        

Carlsbad, California 92008 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

 

http://www.cjpia.org/
http://www.nwfg.com/
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Cities in Kings and Lake Counties 
 

Hanford is the county seat for Kings County. 

Historically, Hanford was once northerly of Tulare 

Lake, which was the largest body of fresh water 

west of the Mississippi River. The lake water was 

diverted for agricultural irrigation and the lake 

eventually became extinct shrinking in size during 

the 19th and 20th centuries. The city’s namesake 

is James Madison Hanford, an executive with the 

Southern Pacific Railroad. Hanford incorporated 

in August 1891. The 2019 estimated population is 

57,703. The City Manager is Mario Cifuentez II and 

the Chief of Police is Parker Sever. Brad Albert is 

the Parks and Community Services Director. 

Meghan Wishner, Rob Wishner and Shelly Wishner at 

the Los Angeles Rams/Dallas Cowboys NFL football 

game at SoFi Stadium in Inglewood. Meghan and Rob 

are both Dallas Cowboys fans. Meghan is a 

Management Aide in the City Manager’s Office in the 

City of Fountain Valley.  

 

 

http://rwglaw.com/ 

      RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients  

seeking reliable, efficient, and effective legal 

counsel. RWG delivers practical advice and    

solutions tailored to the unique needs of  

public entities. 

 Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, 

Temecula and the Central Coast. 

The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

Practical advice and well-analyzed 

solutions come from listening 

carefully and asking the right 

questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz served on the Board of Trustees of 

 the California City Management Foundation 

(CCMF).     

   Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://rwglaw.com/
https://www.willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services.aspx
https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
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Cities in Kings and Lake Counties 
 

Mario Cifuentez II has served as 

the City Manager for the City of 

Hanford since November 2019. 

For more than 33-years Mario 

worked for the City of Visalia 

(April 1986-November 2019). 

While with Visalia, Mario worked 

in a number of positions including Animal Services 

Manager, Airport Manager, Interim Public Works 

Director, and Deputy City Manager. He was the 

General Services Director in Visalia when he was 

selected to be the Hanford city manager. Mario 

earned a BBA in organizational leadership from 

Fresno Pacific University. Mario replaced previous 

City Manager Darrel Pyle, who was City Manager 

for 7-years, and Interim City Manager Mike 

Olmos.  

 

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim L. Barisic                                        

Founded Brandywine in 1994.                        

 

Jim also worked for the cities of 

Paramount and Cerritos.                                                               

Jim and two of his sons Brett Whitehead and        

David Barisic, and Alex Hernandez and  

Mario Urzua direct Brandywine Homes. 

 

Now selling in Carson and Glendora, and  

coming soon in Long Beach, Whittier, La Verne,  

Santa Ana and El Monte.                                                             

Apartments available in Riverside and Murrieta. 

Some of the past communities showing the  

company legacy are found in Carson, Fullerton,  

Placentia, Norwalk, San Dimas, Duarte, Anaheim, 

Baldwin Park, and La Puente.  

                                                                                      

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

                                                                                  

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

 

 

 

 

https://www.climatec.com/ 

Founded in 1975, Climatec has grown from humble 

beginnings into one of the largest providers of 

building technology and energy efficiency solutions 

in the nation – and Climatec has been a proud 

member of the Robert Bosch family since 2015. 

Led by a highly credentialed team with more than 

300 years of combined industry experience,   

Climatec helps public agencies find general fund 

relief through renewed infrastructure and funding 

solutions. The firm has delivered thousands of 

successful energy efficiency programs to public 

sector clients, including education, local, county, 

state and federal governments. 
 

Regional Managers    

Ashley Cascio and           

Tyler Girtman 

                                                                          

 

Southern California Telephone: 949-474-0955                            

Bay Area Telephone: 925-558-2729 

 

 

Brad Albert is the Hanford Director of 

Community Services. He was 

selected for the position in 2020. 

Brad grew up in Orange County, 

attending Fullerton Junior College 

before playing football at Humboldt State 

University. He coached football at the College of 

the Sequoias in Visalia. He then worked 12-years 

in charge of the Tulare County Conservation 

Corps, a job training program. Brad worked for 

the cities of Lindsay, Santa Clarita, and Santa 

Monica before he was hired in Hanford.  

 

Former Walnut City Manager 

and retired South Gate Public 

Works Director, Bob Dickey. 

No! He is not on the Titanic, 

but he is aboard ship in an 

iceberg field.  

 

http://www.brandywinedev.com/
https://www.climatec.com/
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https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

  

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint 

Powers Authority (JPA) with the goal 

 of helping communities fund critical 

projects. ICFA has assisted funding more than $500 

million in critical community projects, from hospitals  

to charter schools, municipal utilities and housing. 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                       

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

info@ICFAuthority.org 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 
 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes;  

you don't need them often but when you do, they  

had better work." 
 

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his sons, Jason 

Gonsalves and Paul Gonsalves, are expert 

Local government lobbyists.  The firm represents 

50-plus cities and is a key player in city legislation. 

The firm works closely with the League of 

California Cities. 
 

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time 

Member of the                                     

CCMF Board of Trustees 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

925 L Street, Suite 250 

Sacramento, CA  95814 

 

Cities in Kings and Lake Counties 
 

Lemoore was previously known as 

Latache and Lee Moore’s. In 

1871, Dr. Lovern Lee Moore 

established a home in what is now 

Lemoore. He established a real 

estate development in 1872. A post office came 

to the Lemoore area in 1875. The post office 

objected to the “Latache” and develop 

Lemoore from Dr. Lee Moore’s name. The city 

incorporated in July 1900. In 1941 the U.S. Army 

opened an Army Air Forces training field. In 1961 

the field became Naval Air Station Lemoore, 

which is located about 7-miles west of the city. 

The 2019 estimated population is 26,725. Nathan 

Olson is the Lemoore City Manager, and Michelle 

Speer is the Assistant City Manager.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths    

to issues facing local government. Pat can help    

you, whether you are a City Manager looking for 

ways to turn your city around, or a developer 

needing assistance navigating the complexities        

of the political and/or entitlement process.   

Pat West was honored with the League of California 

Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for City Managers of 

Distinction.                                                                                 

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private 

partnerships.                                        

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/
mailto:info@ICFAuthority.org
https://gonsalvi.com/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
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Cities in Kings and Lake Counties 
 

Lemoore City Manager Nathan Olson began his 

working career in private business. He was a Plant 

Manager for Paramount Farms in Lost Hills (2006-

2008); a manager for Coca Cola in Dinuba (2009-

2013); and an Operations Manager with Blue 

Diamond Growers in Turlock (2013-2015). Nathan 

joined the city staff in Lemoore as the Public 

Works Director in November 2015.  In 2018 Nathan 

was appointed Lemoore City Manager. He 

followed City Managers Andrea Welch and Jeff 

Law into the position. Andrea came in 2015 from 

the town of Gilbert, Arizona. Nathan earned a BA 

from the University of Phoenix.  

 

Vern Lawson and his wife Linda at the Grand 

Canyon. Vern retired as the Director of Economic 

Development for the City of Lancaster.  He previously 

served as City Manager in Walnut and Lancaster. 

Linda is a professional hospital health care executive. 

Vern and Lancaster City Manager Jason Caudle 

have participated in the “Proof of Life” lunch 

program. Vern is well-known as a highly skilled bass 

fisherman. He is a graduate of the University of 

California, Los Angeles (UCLA).  

 

Davy Hite, a retired BASS Elite 

Series champion. 

“You never know if you’ll get 

a second chance to make a 

transition…” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tripepismith.com/ 

 
“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready to help  

with outreach campaigns, video production,  

content writing, messaging, graphic work, technology 

infrastructure and websites." 

 

 

 

 

 

www.chwlaw.us 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to 

counsel that is helpful, understandable, and fairly 

priced.               

  CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law.               

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020). 

                                                                                                

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700; 916-

400-0370; 858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 

https://www.tripepismith.com/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
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https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational downtime, 

or a good time to fall short on revenue. For 

governments to serve their communities, they need 

solutions they can depend on, run by partners who 

understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local government 

leaders turn to Avenu. Although the name is new, the 

company roots serving government officials go back 

nearly 100-years. 

 

Avenu has California Offices in El Dorado Hills, Fresno, 

Pleasanton, Sacramento and Westlake Village. 

 

Fran Mancia may be reached at       

559-288-7296. Fran is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).  

Fran was elected as a University of 

California Alumni Regent in 2016. 

 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 

 
Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations.                               

                                                                                           

Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized                       

emphasis on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-

Program Administration and                                        

Oversight Agent Services;                                                                                 

Mortgage Program Administration Services;  

Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development.  
Wolf & Company Inc. 

560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

The beautiful new Chino High School campus. 
 

Cities in Kings and Lake Counties 
 

Lake County, California surrounds 

Clear Lake, the largest non-extinct 

natural freshwater lake wholly 

within California.  Lake County is 

part of Wine Country, along with 

Napa, Sonoma and Mendocino counties. The 

Pomo tribe lived and fished in and around the 

lake before European-American settler came in 

the 1840s. The County was created in 1861 from 

parts of Napa and Mendocino counties. The 

county has two incorporated cities: Clearlake 

and Lakeport. Lakeport is the county seat.  

 

Clearlake was not incorporated 

as a city until November 1981. The 

first post office opened in 1923 as 

“Konocti” and then Clearlake 

Highlands until incorporation. The 

2020 census puts the population 

at 16,685. Alan Flora is the City Manager and 

Melissa Swanson is the City Clerk and Director of 

Administrative Services. Kelcey Young is the 

Finance Director, and Andrew White is the Chief 

of Police. Mark Roberts is the Clearlake Senior 

Planner and Michael Taylor is the Assistant 

Planner. Clearlake is obviously named for the  

Lake.                                                  

https://clearlake.ca.us/ 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://clearlake.ca.us/
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Cities in Kings and Lake Counties 
 

City Manager Alan Flora 

joined the city staff in 

Clearlake as the Finance 

Director in March 2018. He 

was appointed Assistant City 

Manager in July 2018. Alan 

was elevated to the City 

Manager position in March 

2019. Prior to coming the Clearlake, Alan went to 

work for the County of Lake as an Associate 

Planner in October 2008 and became the 

Redevelopment Analyst in January 2011. Alan 

started serving as the Lake County Deputy 

County Administrative Officer in July 2012.  In 

January 2015 he went to the County of 

Mendocino as Assistant Chief Executive Officer. 

Alan earned a BA in urban planning & 

development from Ball State University. From 

March 2004 to September 2008, Alan served as a 

member of the Planning Commission in the Town 

of Flora, Indiana. 

 

Kelsey Young left Clearlake in September 2022 to 

become the City Manager in Sweet Home, 

Oregon. She was the Clearlake Finance Director 

starting in August 2021. She earned a BA and MS 

from Humboldt State University.   

 
 

It is crucial to start each day with a good breakfast! 

Eggs contain about 6G of protein…a good start.  

 

 

 

 

www.ekapr.com 

                                                                                     

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists.                 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within     

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

                                                                    

To contact EKA                          

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

California Contract Cities Association 
                                                                                                        

Marcel Rodarte Executive Director 

 
17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210                                  

Cerritos, California 90703                                              

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

 

 

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
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http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former               

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont, 

Chairman and CEO                          

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner  

of the Year. 

 

Kosmont Companies serves the needs of cities, 

counties, quasi-government agencies, private 

companies, developers and non-profit organizations 

including educational institutions across California. 

With unmatched expertise in public / private 

transactions, Kosmont Companies helps 

communities thrive by creating 

sustainable projects. 

 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges and solutions.  

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on  

approach to economic development focused  

on successful outcomes. 

 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266    

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                         

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HdL Companies President & CEO Andy Nickerson and his 

wife Heidi, watching Alan Jackson perform at the        

Honda Center in Anaheim. 

Cities in Kings and Lake Counties 
 

Lakeport is the county seat of Lake County. The 

city is located on the western shore of Clear Lake.  

The first business in the community was 

established in 1855 and William Forbes came to 

the area in 1858. After Forbes contributed 40 

acres to the county the community was named 

“Forbestown.” The first post office was for “Big 

Valley.” It was changed to Lakeport in 1861. The 

city was incorporated in April 1888. The 2020 

population was 5,026. Randy Johnsen was the first 

Lakeport City Manager (2001-2006). Kevin Ingram 

is the City Manager and Kelly Buendia is the City 

Clerk. 

 

Kevin Ingram joined the Lakeport city staff as the 

Community Development Director in December 

2014 when Margaret Silveira was City Manager 

(April 2010-2020). Kevin started his tenure as City 

Manager in August 2020. 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

USI has developed sophisticated employee 

benefit programs for public entities for more 

than 30-years. USI helps agencies design 

innovative benefit solutions and provide  

benefit education to bargaining units. 

 

The power of USI, and its ability to bring 

 best-in-class solutions and services to clients  

and communities, is achieved through the    

collective knowledge and experience of 

professionals coming together as ONE. 

 
 For more information contact            

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010  

or gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       
Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                              
  

 www.usi.com    

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                                

Torrance, CA 90503    

http://www.kosmont.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.usi.com/
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Picking Up the Pieces: San Rafael City 

Manager Jim Schutz (54) plans to 

retire effective July 1, 2023. He 

became City Manager in San Rafael 

in 2015 after serving 8-years as 

Assistant City Manager. Jim began his 

public service career in 1989 as a 

Planning Technician in Santa Barbara. 

He served in the U.S. Peace Corps in West Africa from 

1998 to 1992. He worked in Contra Costa County as a 

Redevelopment Intern in 1993. He took a Project 

Manager post in Pinole in 1994, and in 1998 he took a 

Planning & Development Manager position in San 

Jose. Jim became the Assistant City Manager in the 

City of Pinole in 2004, and he moved to San Rafael as 

Assistant City Manager in 2007. Jim became City 

Manager starting in August 2015. He earned a BA from 

the University of California, Santa Barbara and a 

Masters in regional and community planning from 

California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo. 

In 2021 he received a 30-year ICMA Service Award. 

City Manager Eric Figueroa resigned his post in the City 

of Martinez after three and a half years as city 

manager. Eric will remain available to the city on 

administrative leave until January 2023. Michael 

Chandler is serving as the Acting City Manager. Eric 

has earned a reputation as a genuine nice person. Eric 

worked as the Assistant to the City Manager in San 

Leandro (2001-2006), before he joined the staff of the 

League of California Cities as a Public Affairs Manager 

(2006-2014). He served as Assistant City Manager in 

San Ramon (2014-2019) before starting as Martinez city 

manager in April 2019. Eric earned a BA from 

Claremont McKenna College and an MBA from the 

University of California, Berkeley. He is a past President 

of MMANC and he is a past member of the CCMF 

Board. City Manager Rob Houston is leaving his 

position with the City of Orange after less than a year. 

His resignation comes “mutually agreed” by he and 

the city. Rob is a former Fountain Valley City Manager 

(July 2017-March 2022) and took the City of Orange 

job to replace City Manager Rick Otto in October 

2021.  Rob was Deputy City Manager in Newport 

Beach (November 2010-July 2017) and worked in the 

City Manager’s Office in Carlsbad. He earned an MBA 

from Royal Roads University.  Artesia has a new City 

Manager, Moreno Valley Assistant City Manager Aldo 

E. Schindler. Aldo previously served the Deputy City 

Manager in Downey (2020-2022). Earlier Aldo held 

positions in Whittier, Bell Gardens, and Long Beach. 

Aldo replaces Interim City Manager Mike Egan, who 

has served in the position since January. Aldo will start 

in Artesia November 15. Aldo earned a BA from San 

Diego State University and an MPA from California 

State University, Long Beach. Mike is a retired Norwalk 

and Bellflower City Manager. 

Michael W. Stover, retired Lakewood Assistant City 

Manager is seen here on the far left. He is with his 

awesome family enjoying the Chino Hills Wine Walk 

earlier this month. Mike taught a successfully class  

on the former President as part of the Osher  

Lifelong Learning Institute at California  

State University, Fullerton. 

 

 

Retired City Manager Julio J. Fuentes has reinvented 

himself into a highly successful real estate professional 

with Coldwell Banker Town & Country. Julio earned a 

BA at California State University, Long Beach and an 

MPA from the University of Southern California (USC). 

After starting his public manager career in Cypress as 

an Intern, Julio served as City Administrator in Azusa 

(1987-1989), Pomona (1989-1992) and City Manager in 

Alhambra (1992-2012), and Santa Clara (2013-2016). 

He is a past President of the California Redevelopment 

Association. Julio is a participant in the “Proof of Life” 

lunch program. Bradley S. Vidro served as the City 

Manager in Solvang from 2006 to 2018 when he 

retired. He previously served with the State of 

California, South Lake Tahoe and Placerville in 

engineering and public works capacities. With 

Solvang City Manager Xenia Bradfords resignation at 

the end of September, the city is looking to hire Brad 

as its Interim City Manager. Former veteran City 

Manager Paul J. Philips has been ordered to stand trial 

in a public funds expenditure issue related to the City 

of Industry where Paul served as City Manager. The 

issue involves a $20 million proposal to construct a 45-

megawatt solar panel project that never broke 

ground. Paul previously served as City Manager in 

Lowell, Oregon (1977-1978); South El Monte (1979-

1981); Lawndale (1983-1988); Artesia (1990-2000); 

Covina (2000-2008); and Industry (2015-2018). He also 

served the Cities of Maywood and Bell as City 

Manager, and as the Deputy Executive Director for the 

California Contract Cities Association.  
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More Pieces Picked Up: Former 

Turlock, Arroyo Grande and Desert 

Hot Springs City Manager, Joseph 

Mack (1939-2022) passed away on 

March 20, 2022. He served in the 

U.S. Air Force at the March Air 

Force Base in Riverside. Port 

Hueneme City Manager Brad 

“Brick” Conners will step away 

from his position in February when 

his employment agreement 

expires. The city will not be renewing Brick’s contract. 

He was hired in February 2020. Brick previously served 

as a U. S. Naval Aviator. He has more than 4.500 flight 

hours and nearly 1,000 carrier landings as a Navy strike 

fighter pilot. He also served as the commanding officer 

at Naval Base Ventura County. Brick worked in the 

private sector after retiring from military service until he 

was hired to be the Port Hueneme City Manager. Brick 

is a graduate of the United States Naval Academy. He 

finished his Naval career in 2009 with the rank of 

Captain. He was an unsuccessful candidate for a seat 

on the Ventura County Board of Supervisors in 2018. 

Carl Hatfield Jr. passed away in Palm Desert in 2003 at 

the age of 68. His family moved to Lakewood from 

Omaha, Nebraska. Carl served in the U.S. Marine 

Corps Reserve in 1958-1964. He earned a BA from 

California State University, Long Beach. He was Sandy, 

Oregon’s first City Manager in 1973. In 1976 Carl began 

working as the City Administrator in Oakdale, and he 

became the Ojai City Manager in March1979 where 

he served until 1985. Carl then served as Rancho 

Mirage City Manager from March 1985 until October 

1990. He showed symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease and 

diagnosed with it in February 1992. Bobby Hatfield 

(1940-2003) of the Righteous Brothers fame is Carl’s 

brother. Retired Beverly Hills City Manager Rod Wood 

has served in a number of interim assignments since 

retiring in 2010. He is the organizer of the Northern 

California “Proof of Life” lunch program. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

www.mmanc.org 

 

Circa 1972 plus or minus, Jack A. Simpson and former 

La Mirada City Manager Claude Klug. 

 

Daniel George Hobbs (1946-2022) 

Veteran City Manager Daniel George 

Hobbs passed away April 19, 2022 at the 

age of 75. In addition to his work as a city 

manager, he was an excellent writer who 

authored books as “Ben Leiter.” Dan 

earned a BA and MPA from the University 

of Dayton, and an MA from the University of Wisconsin, 

Milwaukee. Dan served as the City Manager in West 

Covina (1998-2001), Fresno (2001-2005) and Tracy 

(2005-2007) as well as out of state cities o Killeen, Texas; 

Greenbelt, Maryland; and Farmington Hills, Michigan. 

He worked as the Director of Economic Development 

in Redlands from 2008 to 2010. In 2009, Dan received a 

40-year ICMA Service Award. Dan participated in the 

1996 ICMA Japan Fellowship Exchange.  

 

Reports in Downey of his early resignation were 

exaggerated, and he will serve out his contract 

tenure. Downey Interim City Manager Mark Scott 

served as City Manager in Beverly Hills (1990-2003); 

Spartanburg, South Carolina (2003-2009); Culver City 

(2009-2010); Fresno (2010-2013); Burbank (2013-2016); 

San Bernardino (2016-2017); and Indio (2017-2021). He 

served as Interim City Manager in Lincoln (2021-2022) 

and Interim in Downey starting in Mary 2022. Mark 

earned a BA from California State University, Fresno 

and an MBA from Stanford University. Jennifer 

Callaway was selected for the Truckee Town Manager 

position in September 2020. Jennifer worked previously 

for the City of Sonora, Town of Los Gatos and Morro 

Bay. She earned a BS in accounting from the State 

University of New York at Genesco, and an MPA from 

Syracuse University. Jennifer also earned a law degree 

from the Syracuse University College of Law. Jennifer 

replaced Town Manager Jeff Loux, who retired.  

 

https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.mmanc.org/
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: Auburn City 

Manager John Donlevy (58) has 

resigned effective January 1, 2023. John 

went to Auburn in August 2020. Before 

joining the Auburn city staff, John 

served as the City Manager in Winters 

for a little more than 19-years starting in September 

2001. John began his public service career as an Intern 

and then Administrative Assistant for the City of Pico 

Rivera starting in September 1984. In March 1989 he 

went to the City of Dana Point as Assistant to the City 

Manager. John served as the Assistant City Manager 

in Grand Terrace from June 1994 to August 2001. He 

earned a BA from Whittier College and an MPA from 

California State University, Long Beach. Austin, Texas 

Assistant City Manager Rey Arellano is a former Deputy 

City Manager & CIO for the City of San Diego (2002-

2006). Rey has been the Austin Assistant City Manager 

since October 2013. He also served as Deputy City 

Manager in Tacoma, Washington (2006-2012). Rey 

earned a BS in physics from the United States Naval 

Academy and an MS in information management 

from Marymount University. Solvang City Manager 

Richard Malcolm, a former City Manager in Simi Valley 

(1974-1979), San Marino (1965-1971), Claremont (1957-

1964) and Scottsdale, Arizona, was hired in July 1989 

as the Interim City Manager for Palos Verdes Estates. 

He was 65-years old at the time and was a semi-retired 

management consultant in Sacramento. He earned a 

BA from Pomona College and an MPA from Wayne 

University in Michigan.  

SHORTS: *San Rafael Assistant City 

Manager Cristine Alilovich, 49, says that 

she plans to apply to replace her boss, 

City Manager Jim Schutz, who will retire 

July 1, 2023. *MSW 

Consultants is a former 

City Manager Newsletter 

by Trackdown Sponsor. *Bellflower 

Assistant City Manager and Public 

Works Director Len Gorecki is one 

“heckuva” fisherman.  

 

 

 

 

Retired Diamond Bar City Manager Jim DeStefano and 

retired Duarte Deputy City Manager Karen Herrera at a 

“Proof of Life” lunch. Next lunch December 1. 

                                                                                         

Note from Readers: 
                                                                                              

I am sad to share the passing of veteran City 

Manager, role model and good friend Allen L. 

Goodman.  Al was my boss in Clovis, where he served 

from 1971-1986.  He then became City Manager in 

Lemoore, where he retired in 1997.  Not done with 

public service, Allen and his wife Karen then joined 

the Peace Corps and did a two-year tour which 

placed them in Bulgaria.  Al and Karen split their 

retired years between Fresno and the Puget Sound 

area of Washington.   

 

I started working with Al in 1972 and I am still loving 

this career we all share.  I credit Allen with “infecting 

me” with this love of local government.  Al graduated 

from the University of Redlands and got his MPA at 

George Washington University.  He started his CM 

career working as Assistant City Manager for the 

legendary B. Gale Wilson in Fairfield.  

 

--Mark Scott 

Currently Interim City Manager, Downey 

*Retired Norco City Manager Andy Okoro worked in 

Pasadena (May 1990-September 1997) as the 

Financial Services Manager and Accounting 

Administrator. *Retired Santa Ana City Manager David 

Ream passed away at the age of 76 on December 26, 

2020. *Armando Quintero, Director of California State 

Parks since August 2020 is an environmental scientist 

and has no previous city government experience. 

*James Lindsay, the City Manager for the City of 

Saratoga, earned a BA in environmental studies from 

San Jose State University. *California State University, 

Bakersfield alumnus Jason Caudle joined the 

Lancaster city staff in 2008 and has been the City 

Manager for the City of Lancaster since December 

2018. *Retired Vallejo City Manager Joe Tanner is the 

father of Lindsay City Manager Joe Tanner. *California 

State University, Long Beach alumnus Patty Acuna 

serves as the Assistant Director of Community Services 

for the City of Beverly Hills. *Katrina Gregory is the 

Recreation Manager for the City of Napa, and a 

former Recreation Services Manager for the City of 

Menlo Park (2005-2013). Corona City Manager Jacob 

Ellis is a former Deputy Town Manager in Gilbert, 

Arizona. *Torrance City Manager Aram Chaparyan 

was featured in an “In Their Own Words” story in the 

October issue of P.M. Magazine. *A special 

congratulations to Claire Torza, who provides vital 

support to Trackdown, on her recent well-earned 

promotion with Tripepi Smith. *** 




