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Central Coast Blue recycled water project at the 

historic joint City Councils meeting of Arroyo Grande, 

Grover Beach and Pismo Beach on September 14, 

2022. This critical project’s objective is to protect the 

local groundwater basin serving the area. These are 

the three city managers. They are Arroyo Grande City 

Manager is Whitney McDonald; Grover Beach City 

Manager Matthew Bronson; and Pismo Beach City 

Manager Jim Lewis. Jim is a past President of the City 

Managers Department of the League of California 

Cities. Whitney previously served as an attorney with 

Richards Watson and Gershon (RWG). 

 

Cities in Lassen, Inyo, Madera 

and Mendocino Counties 
 

Cities in the Counties of Lassen, Inyo, Madera and 

Mendocino number eight including Susanville, 

Bishop, Chowchilla, Madera, Fort Bragg, Point 

Arena, Ukiah and Willits.   

 

We are using this “forced” grouping in our effort 

to acknowledge all the cities of California in the 

City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown.  

 

Those who have not yet subscribed to this 

newsletter free of charge may easily do so by 

going to the newsletter section of the Trackdown 

Management web page and inputting their 

email address: 

  

www.trackdownmanagement.net 

 

  

 

 

       /   
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 http / 
http  

http 
http://www.ocsec.co
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http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 
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https://www.mmasc.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.mmanc.org 

Cities in Lassen, Inyo, Madera    

and Mendocino Counties 
 

Lassen County was formed in 

1864 from parts of Plumas and 

Shasta counties. The county is 

named for Peter Lassen, one of 

General John C. Fremont’s 

guides. He was murdered near 

the Black Rock Desert in 1859 

and his murder was never solved. The county seat 

and only incorporated city is Susanville. Formerly 

a farming, mining and lumber area, the local 

economy now depends on employment at one 

federal and two state prisons. In 2007 half the 

adults in Susanville worked in one of the prison 

facilities. Susanville is located on the Susan River. 

A U.S. post office was established in 1860. 

Susanville was incorporated in 1900. The 2020 

population is 16,728. Dan Newton is the Susanville 

City Administrator, and Heidi Whitlock is the City 

Clerk. Chandra Jabbs in the Susanville Finance 

Manager, and Jolene Arredondo is the Assistant 

to the City Administrator.  

 

Dan Newton became the Susanville City 

Administrator in March 2021. Dan first served as 

Interim City Administrator following the Interim 

City Administrator Kevin Jones, who also served 

as Chief of Police. He has also served as the 

Director of Public Works back to 2014. Dan 

earned a BS in chemistry from the California State 

University, Chico. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                        

Scott Hammond of Erickson-Hall Construction Co. with   

Chris Miller of Palomar College at the Groundbreaking 

Ceremony for a new football and softball stadium.  

https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.mmanc.org/
https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
https://www.willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services.aspx
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Cities in Lassen, Inyo, Madera    

and Mendocino Counties 
 

Inyo County is located roughly between the 

Sierra Nevada Mountains and the State of 

Nevada. The county seat is unincorporated 

Independence. Mount Whitney (elevation 14,505 

feet) is in Inyo County. Nate Greenberg is the Inyo 

County Administrative Officer (CAO). The City of 

Bishop is the only incorporated municipality. It 

was formerly Bishop Creek. The city was named 

for Owens Valley settler, Samuel Addison Bishop. 

Bishop incorporated in May 1903. Its 2020 

population is 3,819. Bishop’s City Administrator 

and Public Works Director is Deston Dishion, and 

Robin Picken is the City Clerk. Jennifer Rodricks is 

the Assistant Finance Director, and Dan McElroy is 

the Community Services and Recreation 

Manager. The Chief of Police is Richard 

Standridge, and the Fire Chief is Joe Dell. 

 

Deston Dishion has served as the Bishop Public 

Works Department since December 1995. Deston 

was promoted to Public Works Supervisor in 

September 2001, and then as Public Works 

Director in 2005, first in an Acting capacity. He 

served as Interim City Administration for a few 

months before he was appointed City 

Administrator in April 2022. Deston was born and 

raised in Bishop. He graduated from Bishop Union 

High School and studied at West Hills Community 

College in Coalinga. He earned a BA from 

California State University, Fresno. Deston was 

born and raised in Bishop. He is the son of former 

Bishop Chief of Police Bruce Dishion.  

 

Bishop Assistant Finance Director 

Jennifer (Franz) Rodricks started her 

position in the city in March 2020. She 

worked with Caltrans District 9 as a 

Budget Control Officer from April 2018 

to March 2020. Previously she worked as a Fund 

Manager for University of California, Los Angeles 

(UCLA) and as Finance Manager for the UCLA 

Department of Mathematics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Route 91 Freeway near Maple Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths    

to issues facing local government. Pat can help    

you, whether you are a City Manager looking for 

ways to turn your city around, or a developer 

needing assistance navigating the complexities        

of the political and/or entitlement process.   

Pat West was honored with the League of California 

Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for City Managers of 

Distinction.                                                                                 

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private 

partnerships.                                        

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/
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https://www.tripepismith.com/ 

 
“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready to help  

with outreach campaigns, video production,  

content writing, messaging, graphic work, technology 

infrastructure and websites." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cities in Lassen, Inyo, Madera    

and Mendocino Counties 
 

Madera County is at the geographic center of 

the State of California. The county seat is the City 

of Madera. The county was formed in 1893 from 

Fresno County. Jay Varney is the County 

Administrative Officer. Jay is a former Chief of 

Police in Chowchilla (March 2004-January 2015) 

and a former Sheriff and Coroner for Madera 

County (January 2015-June 2020). He has served 

as CAO since June 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USI has developed sophisticated employee 

benefit programs for public entities for more 

than 30-years. USI helps agencies design 

innovative benefit solutions and provide  

benefit education to bargaining units. 

 

The power of USI, and its ability to bring 

 best-in-class solutions and services to clients  

and communities, is achieved through the    

collective knowledge and experience of 

professionals coming together as ONE. 

 
 For more information contact            

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010  

or gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       
Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                              
  

 www.usi.com    

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                                

Torrance, CA 90503    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Halloween costumes don’t need to be scary!  

https://www.tripepismith.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.usi.com/
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Trackdown Posse Roster                        
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Gardens  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, W. Sacramento 

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager; Interim, Downey 

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired San Pablo/La Quinta  

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

 

Posse Roster: 
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

 

     

                                                                    

City Manager Newsletter by 

Trackdown Management 

                     10 Claret 

Rancho Mirage, California 92270 

                                              

www.trackdownmanagement.net 

                                                                                        

Cell Phone Nos. 310-418-1035, or 562-896-5424 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.olsonhomes.com/ 

 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities.     

Since 1988, The Olson Company                                                 

mission has been to work hand-in-hand                            

with cities to solve the critical shortage of  

urban housing by promoting and investing in                  

responsible development that improves                     

quality of life for everyone. The company has 

successfully partnered with more than 100 cities 

since 1988. 

 
Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

  

3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100  

Seal Beach, CA 90740-2751 

 

 

http://www.nwfg.com/ 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an 

investment banking firm providing underwriting 

and financial advisory services to public agencies, 

and implementation of special tax methodologies.  

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates 

of Participation, and general obligation bond 

financings, tax  

allocation refunding, revenue and expense 

projections modeling. 

 

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s 

President Pam Newcomb. Pam 

began her investment banking 

career in 1984. 
 

1254 Hoover Street                                                        

Carlsbad, California 92008 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
http://www.nwfg.com/
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 Cities in Lassen, Inyo, Madera    

and Mendocino Counties 
 

Chowchilla is the location of 

two prisons. The Central 

California Women’s Facility 

and the Valley State Prison. 

The name “Chowchilla” is 

drawn from the American 

Indian Chaushila tribe that 

lived in the area. The name translates as a 

reference to the warlike nature of the tribe and 

associated with “bravery.” The first post office in 

Chowchilla opened in 1912. The city 

incorporated in February 1923. The 2020 

population is set at 19,039. Rod Pruett is the City 

Administrator and Joann McClendon is the City 

Clerk. Kerri Williams is the Chowchilla Finance 

Director and Stacy Wiserner is the Deputy Director 

of Recreation and Community Engagement.  

 

Finance Director Rod Pruett 

was named Chowchilla Interim 

City Administrator taking over 

for Police Chief Dave Riviere, 

who worked about three 

months filling in for former City 

Administrator Brian Haddix 

who previously worked in 

Sanger. Rod started as City 

Administrator in January 2020. He started in 

Chowchilla as Director of Finance in September 

2014. Rod is an NFL San Francisco 49ers fan. 

 

After working as an Administrative 

Assistant for the Chowchilla 

Elementary School District (2018-

2022) and Chief Financial Officer 

and Director of Fiscal Services for 

the Ceres Unified School District 

(2020-2022) Kerri Williams joined the Chowchilla 

city staff as Director of Finance in January 2022. 

Kerri graduated from Chowchilla Union High 

School and studied at California State University, 

Stanislaus.  

Telephone No. 800-229-2343                               

www.cjpia.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://rwglaw.com/ 

                                                                                                   

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients  

seeking reliable, efficient, and effective legal 

counsel. RWG delivers practical advice and    

solutions tailored to the unique needs of  

public entities. 

 Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Orange County, 

Temecula and the Central Coast. 

The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

Practical advice and well-analyzed 

solutions come from listening 

carefully and asking the right 

questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the                         

Board of Trustees of the 

California City Management Foundation (CCMF).     

   Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

http://www.cjpia.org/
http://rwglaw.com/
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http://www.pars.org/ 
   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided   

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like the 

Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and   the 

PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400         

clients address unfunded obligations and lower 

liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS    

is the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                                                            

                                                                                             

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant  

(707) 249-5356 or kevin@kolgs.com 

Retired City Manager Kevin O’Rourke 

 

Cities in Lassen, Inyo, Madera    

and Mendocino Counties 
 

Madera is named after the Spanish 

word for lumber. Laid out by the 

California Lumber Company in 

1876, the first post office opened in 

1877. The County of Madera was 

established in 1893 and the City of 

Madera incorporated in March 1907. The 2020 

population is 66,224. The city is the county seat of 

Madera County. Arnoldo Rodriguez is the City 

Manager since November 2018.  

 

City Manager Arnoldo Rodriguez 

served as the Planning Manager in 

the City of Fresno (September 

2004-June 2015) and as the 

Director of Development Services 

in Yuba City from July 2015 to 

November 2018. Arnoldo became 

the Madera City Manager in December 2018. He 

earned a BA in criminology from the University of 

California, Irvine and an MCRP in city planning 

from California Polytechnic State University, San 

Luis Obispo.  
 

Joseph Carrello is the Communications Specialist 

in the Madera City Manager’s office. He joined 

the city staff in February 2011 as a Program 

Leader in the Parks Department after working for 

the Universal Sports Network in Westlake Village. 

Joe was promoted to Communications Specialist 

in October 2015. He earned an AA from Reedley 

College. He also has a Masters of Recording, 

Audiovisual Communications Technologies from 

the Conservatory of Recording Arts and Sciences. 

 

                                                              

“This is great. To be able to be the 

last National League team standing 

right now. The Philadelphia Phillies, 

we’re here.”                                                                   

–Bryce Harper 

 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com


 

 

 

City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management         Page | 8            
November 2022                                                                                            Volume No. 15 | Issue No. 20
                                                         

borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work 

as a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   
                                           
    

 Cities in Lassen, Inyo, Madera    

and Mendocino Counties 
 

Mendocino County is noted for its 

Pacific Ocean “Lost Coast” 

coastline, its redwood forests and 

wine production. In 2009, it was 

projected that roughly one-third 

of the county’s economy was based on the 

cultivation of marijuana. Darcie Antle has be the 

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) in Mendocino 

County since July 2022. Mendocino County has 

four incorporated cities and many towns. The 

cities include Fort Bragg, Point Arena, Ukiah and 

Willits.  

 

Fort Bragg is located along the 

Pacific Coast. Among its notable 

points of interest are the Skunk 

Railroad to Willits, Glass Beach and 

the Noyo River Harbor, which 

provided filming locations for the Goldie Hawn 

and Kurt Russell movie “Overboard” in 1987. Fort 

Bragg incorporated in August 1889. The city is 

named for Braxton Bragg. The 2020 population is 

estimated at 6,983. Peggy Ducey is the Interim 

City Manager and June Lemos is the City Clerk. 

 

While the City of Fort Bragg 

recruits for a new city 

manager, Peggy Ducey has 

served as the Interim City 

Manager since July 2022. She 

replaced City Manager 

Tabatha Miller who was hired 

in March 2018. Peggy has a 

long public service career in Southern California 

including time as the Deputy City Manager in 

Newport Beach. She also worked for the Garden 

Grove Fire Department and for the counties of 

Orange and Santa Cruz. After retiring she moved 

to the Mendocino Coast. Peggy earned a BA 

from the University of California, Los Angeles 

(UCLA) and an MPA from California State 

University, Long Beach. 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former 

City Manager Robert "Bob" 

Hinderliter. HdL expanded and 

improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City 

Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the 

firm’s retired Executive Chairman.                     

                                                                                 

Andy Nickerson is the President/CEO. Other 

members of the HdL team include Vikki Beatley, 

Paula Cone, Barry Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly 

Konczak, David McPherson, and Bobby Young.  
 

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology and consulting services that enable cities, 

counties and special districts to better serve their 

constituents. HdL’s team of professionals currently 

serve more than 600 agencies nationwide. HdL 

Companies offers support services and software that 

includes sales, use and transactions taxes, economic 

development, property taxes, business license fees, 

transient occupancy tax, short-term rental 

compliance, rent control, indirect cost recovery, utility 

users tax, and cannabis regulation and taxation.  

                                                                                         

120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California                                                                      

Telephone 888-861-0220 

California Contract Cities Association 
Marcel Rodarte Executive Director                                                                   

 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210                                  

Cerritos, California 90703                                              

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former               

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont, 

Chairman and CEO                          

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner  

of the Year. 

 

Kosmont Companies serves the needs of cities, 

counties, quasi-government agencies, private 

companies, developers and non-profit organizations 

including educational institutions across California. 

With unmatched expertise in public / private 

transactions, Kosmont Companies helps 

communities thrive by creating 

sustainable projects. 

 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges and solutions.  

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on  

approach to economic development focused  

on successful outcomes. 

 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266    

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                         

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

https://www.calcities.org/education-and-

events/event/2023/02/08/default-calendar/city-

managers-conference 

The Westin Carlsbad, 5480 Grand Pacific Drive 

Carlsbad, California 

Cities in Lassen, Inyo, Madera    

and Mendocino Counties 
 

Sarah Million McCormick is the 

Assistant City Manager in Fort 

Bragg. Sarah worked in Housing 

& Economic Development for 

the city starting in January 2017. 

She later worked as the Assistant 

City Planner. She earned a BA in 

geography from the University of California, 

Berkeley.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.ekapr.com 

                                                                                     

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists.                 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within     

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

                                                                    

To contact EKA                          

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/02/08/default-calendar/city-managers-conference
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/02/08/default-calendar/city-managers-conference
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/02/08/default-calendar/city-managers-conference
http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
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Cities in Lassen, Inyo, Madera    

and Mendocino Counties 
 

Point Arena was previously called Punta Arena, 

which is “Sandy Point” in Spanish. It is said that the 

first European to visit Point Arena was Bartolomé 

Ferrer of Spain in 1543. The Punta Arena post 

office opened in 1858 and was renamed Point 

Arena in 1889. The city incorporated in July 1908. 

The city is built around the small natural harbor at 

Arena Cove. The 2020 population is established at 

460, making it one of the smallest incorporated 

municipalities in California. Paul Andersen is the 

City Manager and City Clerk, and Richard 

Shoemaker continues to work as a Special 

Projects Manager for the city. He previously 

served as the City Manager (2015-February 2022). 

Amy Herman serves as an Administrative Assistant 

and Deputy City Clerk. Scott Perkins is the City 

Planner. 

 

Paul Andersen was appointed 

Point Arena City Manager starting 

in February 2021. He is a former 

City of Ukiah City Council Member 

(December 2002-November 2004). 

Since 1992 he has worked in a 

number of political positions with 

Congress Members, campaign staffing and with 

the California Democratic Party. Paul served as a 

Field Representative for SEIU Local 707 in Ukiah.  

He joined the City of Point Arena staff as an 

Administrative Assistant and Deputy City Clerk in 

June 2016. Paul became the Deputy City 

Manager in December 2020. He earned a BA and 

Paralegal Studies certificate from San Francisco 

State University.  

 

Richard Shoemaker served as the Point Arena 

City Manager from 2015 to February 2021. He has 

since served the city as a part-time Special 

Projects Manager. He previously served as a 

Ukiah Council Member (1986-1996) and a 

Mendocino County Supervisor (1997-2005). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim L. Barisic                                        

Founded Brandywine in 1994.                        

 

Jim also worked for the cities of 

Paramount and Cerritos.                                                               

Jim and two of his sons Brett Whitehead and        

David Barisic, and Alex Hernandez and  

Mario Urzua direct Brandywine Homes. 

 

Now selling in Carson and Glendora, and  

coming soon in Long Beach, Whittier, La Verne,  

Santa Ana and El Monte.                                                             

Apartments available in Riverside and Murrieta. 

Some of the past communities showing the  

company legacy are found in Carson, Fullerton,  

Placentia, Norwalk, San Dimas, Duarte, Anaheim, 

Baldwin Park, and La Puente.  

                                                                                      

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

                                                                                  

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

 

 

“Every time I go out there, I try not to  

fear anybody. I always want to earn the 

respect of my teammates…it feels good 

to hear you have guys who want you  

on the team.”                                                     

–Jonathan Papelbon 

http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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https://www.climatec.com/ 

Founded in 1975, Climatec has grown from humble 

beginnings into one of the largest providers of 

building technology and energy efficiency solutions 

in the nation – and Climatec has been a proud 

member of the Robert Bosch family since 2015. 

Led by a highly credentialed team with more than 

300 years of combined industry experience,   

Climatec helps public agencies find general fund 

relief through renewed infrastructure and funding 

solutions. The firm has delivered thousands of 

successful energy efficiency programs to public 

sector clients, including education, local, county, 

state and federal governments. 
 

Regional Managers    

Ashley Cascio and           

Tyler Girtman 

                                                                          

 

Southern California Telephone: 949-474-0955                            

Bay Area Telephone: 925-558-2729 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

  

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint 

Powers Authority (JPA) with the goal 

 of helping communities fund critical 

projects. ICFA has assisted funding more than $500 

million in critical community projects, from hospitals  

to charter schools, municipal utilities and housing. 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                       

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

info@ICFAuthority.org 

 

Cities in Lassen, Inyo, Madera    

and Mendocino Counties 
 

Municipal Management Association of Northern 

California (MMANC) past President Philip Vince 

(2004) served as the Point Arena City Manager for 

a time. Phil is a former City Manager in Martinez 

(2008-2013) and Town Manager in Moraga (2004-

2008). Phil earned a BA in European history from 

St. Mary’s College of California and an MPA from 

San Francisco State University. Nicknamed 

“Vinnie the Greek,” Vince currently lives in Old 

Orchard Beach, Maine. 

 

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 
 

 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations.                               

                                                                                           

Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized                       

emphasis on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-

Program Administration and                                        

Oversight Agent Services;                                                                                 

Mortgage Program Administration Services;  

Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development.  
 

                                                                                                            

                                                                                       

 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

Telephone: 909-345-849 

 

 

 

https://www.climatec.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
mailto:info@ICFAuthority.org
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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 Cities in Lassen, Inyo, Madera    

and Mendocino Counties 
 

Ukiah is the county seat in 

Mendocino County and the largest 

city in the county. The first Anglo-

American in the original township 

was the A. T. Perkins family in 1857. 

Ukiah has been an agricultural hub 

and business community. The city incorporated in 

March 1876. Its 2020 population is 16,607. The 

Ukiah City Manager is Sage Sangiacomo, and 

Shannon Riley is the Deputy City Manager. 

Kristine Lawler is the City Clerk.   

                                                                              

After graduating from the University of California, 

Davis in 1996, Sage Sangiacomo joined the city 

staff in Ukiah as a Community Services Supervisor 

in 1998. He was promoted to Director of 

Community and General Services in 2005 and 

became the Assistant City Manager in 2009. Sage 

was selected to serve as the Ukiah City Manager 

in June 2015. In 2018 he received a 20-year ICMA 

Service Award.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational downtime, 

or a good time to fall short on revenue. For 

governments to serve their communities, they need 

solutions they can depend on, run by partners who 

understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local government 

leaders turn to Avenu. Although the name is new, the 

company roots serving government officials go back 

nearly 100-years. 

 

Avenu has California Offices in El Dorado Hills, Fresno, 

Pleasanton, Sacramento and Westlake Village. 

 

Fran Mancia may be reached at       

559-288-7296. Fran is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).  

Fran was elected as a University of 

California Alumni Regent in 2016. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

www.chwlaw.us 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed  

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.               

  CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law.               

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020). 

                                                                                                

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700;  

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 

 

 

Willits was formerly know as Litlle Lake 

and Willitsville. Hiram Willits came to 

the area from Indiana in 1857. The first 

post office opened in 1861 as “Little 

Lake.” The name was changed to Willits in 1874. 

Willits incorporated in November 1888. The city’s 

2020 population is 4,988. Brian P. Bender is the City 

Manager and Delores Pedersen is the City Clerk.  

 

Brian P. Bender has been the Willits City Manager 

since January 2021. Brian began his public service 

career in Connecticut as a Planning Assistant in 

Planimetrics. He then worked in planning and 

zoning posts in Indiana, Illinois, Minnesota and 

with Powell County (2011-2016) and the City of 

Deer Lodge, Montana (2016-2020), where he also 

served as City Administrator. Brian earned a BA 

from State University of New York, Plattsburgh, a 

Master in geography from Western Washington 

University, and a Masters degree in urban and 

regional planning from the State University of New 

York, Albany. He is a certified AICP planner and a 

certified floodplain manager. Brian received a 

20-year ICMA Service Award in 2022. He is an 

ICMA Credentialed Manager. ***   

https://www.avenuinsights.com/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
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www.ICFAuthority.org 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority provides local 

government, nonprofits and other agencies the clout 

they need to finance important projects that help 

address California’s housing crisis. 

 

Since its inception more than 20-years ago, The 

Authority has helped fund more than $413 million in 

critical community projects. Member cities pay no 

enrollment fees to join or ongoing dues to 

participate. All underwriting and operational costs 

are borne by the beneficiaries of the funds. 

 

The ICFA offers member cities many benefits. Through 

bond funding, the Authority helps create homebuyer 

assistance programs, generates funds for capital 

improvements and aids communities in economic 

development. It is important to learn all about The 

Authority and the benefits it offers. 

 

Independent Cities Financing Authority is an 

unaffiliated joint powers authority with the ability to 

help cities achieve their goals. 

 

With bonding arranged through The Authority, local 

governments can help finance the purchase of 

single-family and multi-family residential properties, 

including manufactured home communities, to 

provide new, more affordable housing alternatives.  

 

Ownership and operation of these alternative 

housing solutions can be vested in local nonprofit. 

 

The Authority also helps fund a variety of capital 

improvements for municipalities, schools, special 

districts, and Mello-Roos facilities, as well as projects 

impacting the economic development of a 

community. 

 

 

Manufactured Home Communities: In today's troubled 

housing market, the need for more affordable housing 

solutions is clear. Learn how The Authority has helped 

member cities and local non-profit organizations acquire 

and manage manufactured home communities.  More... 

 

Bond Funding Programs: The Authority is empowered to 

purchase multi-family residential projects, including 

manufactured home communities. Find out how your 

community can address the need for affordable local 

housing through ICFA’s innovative funding programs.   

 

Capital Improvement Programs: Now cities can fund 

capital projects and equipment acquisition at a lower cost 

with help from The Authority. Working in cooperation with 

major banks, ICFA can provide funding at favorable rates. 

Find out more here.  

The Authority can help communities create the 

infrastructure and acquire the equipment needed to 

create a better quality of life for their citizens. 

Working in partnership with major financial institutions The 

Authority can provide bond funding and equipment 

leasing for major projects for municipalities, schools, special 

districts and local agencies, including Mello-Roos. 

For information on how The Authority can tailor a financing 

package to meet your specific needs, contact us today! 

For more information, please contact: 

                                                       

Independent Cities Finance Authority 

Ms. Debbie Smith, Executive Director                                                        

Post Office Box No. 1750 

Palmdale, California 93590 

(877) 906-0941 

info@ICFAuthority.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                  

ICFA Executive Director Debbie Smith seen here with 

officials of Newcomb Williams Financial Group. 

 

 

http://www.icfauthority.org/
http://www.icfauthority.org/icfa/ProgramsDetail.aspx?StoryID=15&Page=
mailto:info@icfauthority.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001wJlySjXypRllgDwNAyKbhMGKVRN7M7VK71h70GWPVKec7PVtlvDhTPUTe8MjViFJeAXinw-PegQ30rOxj1ryzNdj3B_bNs9BDAv0sP1fceI=
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https://gonsalvi.com/ 
 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes;  

you don't need them often but when you do, they  

had better work." 
 

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his sons, Jason 

Gonsalves and Paul Gonsalves, are expert 

Local government lobbyists.  The firm represents 

50-plus cities and is a key player in city legislation. 

The firm works closely with the League of 

California Cities. 
 

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time 

Member of the                                     

CCMF Board of Trustees 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

925 L Street, Suite 250 

Sacramento, CA  95814 

 

Picking Up the Pieces: El Centro City 

Manager Marcela Piedra has been 

selected to serve as the next Rohnert 

Park City Manager. She is replacing 

retiring City Manager Darrin Jenkins. 

Marcela served as the El Centro 

Deputy City Manager (2016-2018) prior 

to her start as City Manager in January 2018. Marcela 

earned an MBA from the University of Phoenix. La 

Cañada Flintridge City Manager Mark Alexander will 

retire next spring. Mark joined the city staff in 1988 as 

an Administrative Assistant. He was appointed to the 

La Cañada Flintridge City Manager position in June 

2003. Mark, who is closing out a 44-year career in local 

government, started his municipal government 

professional management service as an intern in the 

City of San Dimas. Prior to landing with La Cañada 

Flintridge, Mark held position with the cities of 

Glendora and Simi Valley. Mark serves on the USC 

Executive Education Board of Directors and the USC 

Sol Price City/County Management Fellowship 

Advisory Committee. Mark earned a BA from 

California State Polytechnic University, Pomona; and 

MPA from the University of Southern California (USC); 

and a Juris Doctorate from Southwestern Law School.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retired City Managers Gregory Korduner,                  

Jack Simpson and Doug Dunlap. Greg is the  

venue organizer for the Southern California “Proof  

of Life” lunch program. The next lunch will be at  

noon on Thursday, December 1, 2022 at the North 

Woods Inn Restaurant in La Mirada. Participants  

will begin assembling at 11:30 a.m. RSVP to 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karen Herrera, Don Pruyn and Doug Dunlap at the 

September “Proof of Life” lunch.   

 

 

City Manager Pamela Wu announced that Rachelle 

Sander is the new Parks and Recreation Director in the 

City of Cupertino. Rachelle has worked for the city for 

more than 20-years. She started as a part-time 

Recreation Leader in 2001. She was hired full-time in 

2005. Rachelle earned a BA in recreation 

management from San Diego State University. 

 

“When you’re good at something, you’ll 

tell everyone. When you’re great at 

something, they’ll tell you.”                          

–Walter Payton 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
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More Pieces Picked Up: South 

Pasadena has been looking for a 

new Finance Director for 2-years. 

The latest recruitment ended when 

the successful candidate rejected 

the offer and decided to stay 

when her current City of Pico 

Rivera. Retired South Pasadena 

Assistant Finance Director Maida 

Alcantara will fill the position on a 

part-time basis. Maida is the third 

interim director since the resignation of Karen Aceves 

in August 2020. Berkeley Deputy City Manager Paul 

Buddenhagen is the new City Manager for the City of 

Emeryville. Paul also served as the Berkeley Director of 

Health, Housing and Community Services, and 18-

years with Contra Costa County in the Employment 

and Human Services Department. Paul will be officially 

sworn in and take office on January 17, 2023. He 

earned a BA in psychology from Macalester College 

in Minnesota and a Masters degree in social welfare 

from the University of California, Berkeley. Stepping out 

of his ability to impact the organization, Vista City 

Manager Patrick Johnson washed his hands of the city 

and reigned after nearly 11-years in the position. His 

resignation is due to his opposition to a new policy that 

diminishes the city manager’s authority with regards to 

the hiring process. Pat is a 24-year veteran of the Vista 

city staff. Assistant City Manager Amanda Lee is 

serving as the Acting City Manager. The new hiring 

policy includes a politically appointed review group. It 

has been recently suggested that it appears it will be 

more about who you know than what you know if you 

wish to work for the City of Vista. Pacific Grove City 

Manager Ben Harvey filed a harassment complaint in 

January regarding a member of the City Council. The 

city manager’s allegations against Council Member 

Luke Coletti have been sustained by Special Counsel. 

Ben has served as the Pacific Grove City Manager 

since April 2016 and worked as Interim City Manager 

from January to April in 2016. Ben served earlier as the 

Avalon City Manager (2013-2015). He previously 

worked in public affairs for the Southern California 

Edison Co. (2006-2013), private sector positions, and 

positions with Newport Beach (1997-1999) and the City 

of Bellfower (1992-1997). Blythe Interim City Manager 

Mallory Crecelius said that the Riverside County Grand 

Jury’s report that Blythe is a “dying” city due to 

financial hardship and loss of business is in error. The 

Grand Jury did not meet with city officials to get 

factual information. Mallory said “…the City could 

have provided factual information to include in their 

report.” “The Grand Jury’s failure to meet with the City 

resulted in a published report full of inaccurate 

information that caused damage to the character of 

the City.”  

Thinking “baseball” with the World Series in progress. 

This picture of Oracle Park in San Francisco was taken 

by retired City Manager Tim Kerr. Oracle Park was 

chosen as the 2008 Sports Facility of the Year by 

Sports Business Journal. It is the first privately financed 

ballpark in Major League Baseball since 1962. 

 

Notes and Letters from Readers:  

 
Thanks for the mention. As you 

know it is good to have a 

photogenic wife to improve the 

quality of couples photos.                                                                             

–Vern Lawson 

Two of my sons and I flew to San Francisco for a quick 

overnight attendance at a tech-oriented investor 

conference held in the venerable Hibernia Bank 

building cum meeting hall at 1 Jones Street where it 

intersects Market Street, staying at the Proper Hotel 

across the street. It brought back buried memories of 

League of California Cities conventions when down 

on the wharf you could get the best seafood 

proximate to the Golden Gate.                                                                           

 

While the conference was very interesting and 

enlightening, staying in that part of the city was both 

that and more.  The surroundings and goings on all 

day and night looked as if they had been lifted from 

a modern Sci-Fi movie that would make an “Escape 

from Night of the Dead” film look like a stay on Maui. I 

have felt safer in Nairobi, Kenya when last visiting that 

center of social decay some 15 years ago. It is so 

difficult to fathom how a once great metropolis could 

ever sink so far down the ladder of social 

debasement. 
 

What I took away from this short trip with my two sons 

is the reminder that because you reared them 

doesn’t mean they see the world the same, as you. 

Upon reflection, this is a good thing. 
--Jim Barisic, former City Manager 
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: Solano County 

officially opened a reconfiguring of the 

ramps at the Interstate-80, I-680 and State 

Route 12 with a celebratory ribbon-cutting. 

This improves travel access between Vallejo and 

Napa. Solano Transportation Director Daryl Halls said 

that he began work on the environmental aspects of 

the project 15-years ago. Artesia’s new City Manager 

Aldo E. Schindler has worked as the Moreno Valley 

Assistant City Manager, and previously served as the 

Deputy City Manager in the City of Downey. Aldo 

started in Moreno Valley in May 2022. He began his 

public service career as a Redevelopment Project 

Officer in the City of Long Beach (2000-2009). He 

worked as the Director of Community Development in 

Bell Gardens (2009-2011) and Whittier (2011-2014). He 

joined the Downey city staff as Director of Community 

Development in April 2014. Aldo was made Deputy 

City Manager in April 2020. He earned a BA from San 

Diego State University and an MPA from California 

State University, Long Beach. Aldo is an avid mountain 

biker. Downey Assistant City Manager John Oskoui 

retired while he was on administrative leave. John 

served as Assistant City Manager since 2012. Interim 

City Manager Mark Scott appointed Vaniah De Rojas 

to be the Interim Assistant City Manager position. John 

served as the Downey Public Works Director starting in 

2010. John earned a BS in civil engineering from the 

University of North Carolina and an MS in structural 

engineering from California State University, Fullerton. 

Fran Mancia, Chair of the CCMF Scholarship 

Committee, was the one to announce the three 

winners of the 2022 Wes McClure Scholarships. The 

winners are Jessica Slawson, San Diego State 

University; Haley Arata, University of Southern California 

(USC); and Samantha Johnson, University of Southern 

California (USC). Napa City Manager Steve Potter has 

hired a new member to his executive team. 

Former Town of Moraga Parks and 

Recreation Director Breyana Brandt is the 

new Parks and Recreation Director for the 

City of Napa. Breyana previously worked as 

Assistant Recreation and Human Services Director for 

the City of San Leandro. She earned a BA and MPA 

from San Francisco State University. Former Palm 

Springs City Manager Justin Clifton started in the city in 

April 2021. He resigned in September 2022. After 15-

months in Palm Springs, it is believed that Justin taking 

a position in the private sector. Teresa Gallavan has 

been named Interim City Manager. Justin replaced 

City Manager Dr. David H. Ready, Ph.D., served as the 

Palm Springs City Manager nearly 21-years after 

serving as the Chief Administrative Officer in Flint, 

Michigan (1992-2000). David was awarded the Wes 

McClure City Manager’s Award of Distinction from the 

League of California Cities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                            

Special group sessions for sports teams, police and fire 

departments or other groups may be arranged. 

Raw Performance Coach William Ha, CSCS, is a certified 

strength and conditioning coach. 

Call: 714-335-4436 

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

www.rawperformancesc.com 

 

Veteran Martinez city employee Michael Chandler will 

be taking City Manager Eric Figueroa position 

effective January 4, 2023.  Mike has been serving as 

Acting City Manager while Eric is on leave. Mike has 

worked for the city for more than two-decades. He 

was the Assistant City Manager in addition to various 

other posts since joining the City of Martinez following 

service in the Navy. Fairfield Interim City Manager 

David Gassaway selected John Furtado as the City’s 

Finance Director. He started his new duties in July 2022. 

John previously served as the Finance Director in the 

City of Los Altos. He earned a BBA from the University 

of Goa, and a Master’s degree in finance from Assam 

Dom Bosco University. John is a Certified Public 

Accountant (CPA). Grover Beach City Manager 

Matthew Bronson since June 2016, worked in the City 

of Charlotte from 1999 to 2003. He came to California 

in December 2003 and joined the staff of the County 

of Marin as an Administrative Analyst. He worked his 

way up in the county organization to Assistant to the 

County Administrator in October 2009. In May 2010 he 

was hired at the Assistant City Manager in the City of 

San Mateo. Matt earned a BS in environmental policy 

analysis and planning from the University of California, 

Davis and an MPA from the University of North 

Carolina, Chapel Hill. He also completed the graduate 

senior executive institute at the University of Virginia 

Weldon Cooper Center of Public Service. 

SHORTS: *Grover Beach Parks and Recreation Director 

Kathy Petker has been with the city for nearly 23-years. 

*Kristin Eriksson, who earned a Juris Doctor in public 

interest law from the Hastings College of the Law at the 

University of California, is the Deputy City Manager in 

the City of Grover Beach. *Nishil Bali is the Finance 

Director in the City of Claremont and previously 

worked as the Rohnert Park Finance Director in 

Sonoma County. *** 

http://www.rawperformancesc.com/

