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Former City Managers Lloyd de Llamas,
Denise Ovrom, Bud Ovrom and Jim Starbird “up the
creek without a paddle” on the Green River in Utah
on a rafting frip. Combined this group were City
Managers in Monrovia, Downey, Burbank, West
Covina, Glendale, Eureka, Temple City, Woodlake,
Lawndale and Monterey Park. Lloyd recently retired
from HAL Companies, the company he co-founded
with Bob Hinderliter, and where Denise worked after
retiring from the public service. Lloyd led the
company for 23-years and served on the
Company's Board of Directors for 34-years.

\

City Executives in Cities
in the County of Solano

There are seven (7) incorporated cities in the
Solano County: Benicia, Dixon, Fairfield, Rio
Vista, Suisun City, Vacaville and Vallejo. This issue
acknowledges some of the executives currently
or who previously served in these Solano County
cities.

Solano County cities are in the North Bay
Division of the League of California Cities. Vallejo
Council Member Pippin Dew-Costa is the
Division President. League Regional Public
Affairs Manager Nancy Hall Bennett provides
Division staff assistance.

Some career profiles of city managers and other
public agency staff members are unavailable
online. Some refrain from posting profiles,
making their information hard to find. Please
believe we try to present good information.
Apologies to those we miss.
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City Executives in Cities
in the County of Solano

THE CITY OF Benicia is located along
BENICI A the north bank of the
CALIFORNLA Carquinez Strait in the
North San Francisco Bay Area. The City was
founded in May 1847 on land sold by General
Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo. The City is named
for the General’s wife Francisca Benicia Carillo
de Vallejo. The 1848 California Gold Rush was off
and running when the Sutter’s Mill gold strike was
leaked at a Benicia tavern. Benicia was the third
California State Capitol site after San Jose and
Vdllejo. It served as the Capitol between
February 11, 1853 and February 25, 1854. Benicia
was the county seat of Solano County until 1958
when it was moved to Fairfield. Benicia
incorporated in March 1850. 1t's 2019 population
estimate is 28,240. Erik Upson is the City Manager
and Mario Giuliani is the Deputy City Manager.
The elected City Clerk is Lisa Wolfe.

Benicia City Manager Erik Upson previously
served as the Chief of Police of the Benicia
Police Department. Erik was appointed Interim
City Manager when City Manager Lorie Tinfow
stepped down in September 2020, after serving
three-plus years in the position. Erik was
appointed City Manager in January 2021. Erik
joined the local police department in 2015 after
worked 17-years for the Police Department in
the City of Berkeley, where he was a Captain.
Erik enlisted in the United States Army after
graduating from high school and served 8-years.
He earned a BA from the University of California,
Berkeley and a Master's degree from California
State University, Long Beach.

Cindy Caretto with her husband Dave Caretto at
Dukes Kalapaki Beach on the island of Kauai. Dave
confesses that they had to have some Hula Pie.
Dave served as a member of the City of Big Bear
Lake City Council for nearly 11-years starting in
December 2010. He served as Mayor in 2014-2016.
Dave retired from public management in 2005 as
the General Manager of the South Orange County
Wastewater Authority (SOCWA). He had previously
worked city positions, including as City Manager in
Signal Hill and Irwindale. Dave earned a BA and MA
from the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA).

“I've come to the
conclusion that the two
most important things in life
are good friends and a
good bullpen.”
--Bob Lemon

Ie’p  dJoe A, Gonsalves & Son
p;\j‘% \ Anthony D. Gonsalves
dJason A. Gonsalves

925 ST. - SUITE 250 - SACRAMENTO, CA 85814-3766
906 641-0897 - FAX 916 441-8081
Email: gorsalvesdi asalvi. com

https://gonsalvi.com/

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes;
you don't need them often but when you do they had
better work."

Anthony, Jason and Paul Gonsalves are expert local
government lobbyists. The firm represents fifty-plus
cities and is a key player in city legislation. The firm

works closely with the League of

California Cities.

Anthony Gonsalves is a longfime
member of the California City
Management Foundation (CCMF)
Board.

Call the “Gonsalvi” at
Telephone no. 916-441-0597
FAX: 916-441-5061
925 L Street, Suite 250

Sacramento California 95814
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Trackdown Posse Roster
Executive Level Posse Roster:

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco
Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager
Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont
Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager
Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager
Robert T. Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA
Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son
Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son

Greg Devereaux, Retired City Manager

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager

Paul Philips, Former City Manager, Bell

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Cofounder
John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento

Posse Roster:

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager

Dave Carmany, West Covina, City

Manager

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia

Sam Olivito, Interim Executive Director, ICA

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon
Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager

Ray Hairris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM
Lee C. McDougal, Retired Montclair City Manager

Mark Scott, Lincoln Interim City Manager

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City

Manager

Jeff Mathieu, Retired Big Bear Lake, City Manager

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village
Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies
Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach

Cynthia Kuriz, Retired City Manager, Pasadena

Ron Molendyk, Retfired City Manager Lake Elsinore
Doug LaBelle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills

Real Estate kosmgnt
Finance/Economics

Development
‘ Entitlements

kosmon

1986 - 2021

companies

http://www.kosmont.com/

Founded in 1986 by former
City Manager Larry J. Kosmont,

Larry is a Member of the Pepperdine
Graziadio Businness School Board

Kosmont Companies serves the needs
of cities, counties, quasi-governmental agencies,
private companies, developers and non-profit
organizations including educational institutions
across California.

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of
evolving frends, challenges and solutions. A
fransactional firm that takes a hands-on approach
to economic development focused on successful
outcomes.

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382,
Manhattan Beach, California 20266
Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632

City Manager Newsletter
by Trackdown Management

Jack A. and Susan Simpson
www.trackdownmanagement.net

jack@trackdownmanagement.net

10 Claret
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Telephone: 562-896-5424

df & Ganpany e

https://www.wolfhousing.com/

Former City Administrator
Wesley Wolf, Founder
Cell No. 949-235-0525

Telephone: 909-345-849
FAX: 213-741-0519

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides
municipal consulting services, to State and locall
government, and not for profit corporations with a
specialized emphasis on: Mobile Home Park
Acquisitions-Program Administration and Oversight
Agent Services; Mortgage Program Administration
Services; Mortgage Insurance Product
Research/Development.

Wolf & Company Inc.

560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16
Pomona, California 91767
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West Covina City Manager David Carmany reports
that West Covina Fire Chief Vincent Capelle lead a
Task Force of 4-engines and a water tender all from
Nevada, Arizona and New Mexico. He worked 18
hours shifts in the Meyers area of South Lake Tahoe
near the intersection of Highways 50 and 89. We
salute the Chief and all the brave firefighters.

BRANDYWINE

HOMES

www.brandywinedev.com

Former Artesia City Manager
Jim L. Barisic founded Brandywine in
1994. Jim and two of his sons
Brett Whitehead, and David Barisic
direct Brandywine Homes.

Some of the Projects that are selling now are in the
Cities of San Dimas, Whittier, Anaheim, and Duarte.
Coming soon are projectsin
Norwalk, and Placentia.

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400

UPTON, Carson, CA

., Now Pre-Selling!

. Another Brandywine Homes
Development

Brandywine Homes focuses on helping to revitalize
established neighborhoods and convert
underutilized space intfo needed housing.

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California

City Executives in Cities
in the County of Solano

Originally named Silveyville, the
Dixon area emerged as a
community during the California
Gold Rush. Silveyville was a good
halfway point between the
Pacific Coast and the gold fields near
Sacramento. When the Cenftral Pacific Railroad
came through the area in 1868 it missed
Silveyville by a few miles. Local leaders decided
to relocate the town closer to the tracks.
Originally, the town name became “Dicksville”
after Thomas Dickson who donated land for the
railroad depot. When the first shipment of
merchandise arrived from San Francisco in 1872,
it was mistakenly addressed to “Dixon.” Dixon
incorporated in March 1878. Jim Lindley is the
City Manager and Kristin Janisch is the Interim
Elected City Clerk. Kate Zawadzki is the Dixon
Finance Director.

INDEFPENDEN . 1 IES

FINANCE AUTHORITY

https://www.icfauthority.org/

Debbie Smith, Executive Director

The Independent Cities Finance
Authority is an unaffiliated Joint
Powers Authority (JPA) with the goal
of helping communities fund critical
projects. ICFA has assisted funding more than $500
million in critical community projects, from hospitals
to charter schools, municipal utilities and housing.

Independent Cities Finance Authority
Post Office Box No. 6740
Lancaster, California 93539-6740
Telephone No. 877-906-0941
info@ICFAuthority.org
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City Executives in Cities
in the County of Solano

Jim Lindley began his municipal government
service as a City Council Member in the City of
Hesperia (1998-2006). In 2005 he became the
Director of Public Health in San Bernardino. Jim
was appointed Dunsmuir City Manager in 2010.
He came to Dixon as City Manager in 2012. Jim
replaced City Manager Nancy Huston, who
resigned to accept the Assistant County
Administrator post in Solano County. He earned
a BA and an MPA from California State
University, San Bernardino. In 2017 Jim received
a 20-year ICMA Service Award.

practicing with the University of Michigan Marching
Band preparing for a Halftime Show.

AV ENWU

INSICHTS & ANALYTICS

https://www.avenuinsights.com/

There's never a good time for operational
downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue.
For governments to serve their communities, they
need solutions they can depend on, run by partners
who understand how the public sector works.

That's why thousands of State and local
government leaders furn to Avenu. Although the
name is new, the company roots serving
government officials go back nearly 100-years.

Avenu has California Offices in El Dorado Hills,
Fresno, Pleasanton, Sacramento and Westlake
Village.

Fran Mancia may be reached at
559-288-7296. Fran is a member of the
Board of Trustees of the California City

Management Foundation (CCMF).

“The difference between the
impossible and the possible lies in a
person’s determination.”
---Tommy Lasorda

GOVERNWENT ADVOCAEY
& PUBLIC APFAIRS

www.ekapr.com

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading
stfrategic communications and public affairs firms in
Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe,
Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam
Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on
providing a unique and sfrategic perspective on a
wide variety of issues.

EKA provides services in the areas of government
affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis
management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of
professional litigation communication and expert
witness services lead by our team of strategists,
lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists.
Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined
experience and a multitude of relationships within
the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cifies
within Los Angeles County.

S | To contact EKA,

please call (213) 741-1500
or email matt@ekapr.com

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner
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PUBLIC
AGENCY
RETIREMENT
SERVICES

TRUSTED SOLUTIONS. LASTING RESULTS.
http://www.pars.org/

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided
retirement plan and trust solutions designed
exclusively for public agencies. With programs like
the Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and
the PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400
clients address unfunded obligations and lower
liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-ifs-
kind program designed to provide local control over
assets and potential for greater return than the
general fund. With innovative retirement solutions
tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS
is the largest private provider of multiple-employer
Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS
team has provided retirement services designed
specifically for each public agency's unique needs
aiming fo provide superior employee benefits while
improving management effectiveness, reducing
costs, and simplifying administration.

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide
agencies guiding through the process to achieve
botftom-line results; and redefine goals and
objectives.

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President
800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org
Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant (707) 249-5356 or
kevin@kolgs.com

Raw Performance

Special group sessions for sports teams, police and
fire departments or other groups may be arranged.

Raw Performance Coach William
Ha, CSCS, earned his BS in
Kinesiology from California State
University, Long Beach. He is a
certified strength and conditioning
coach. Call: 714-335-4436

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 20720

www.rawperformancesc.com

City Executives in Cities
in the County of Solano

Fairfield is the county seat of Solano
County. It is generally considered at
the midpoint between San Francisco
== oand Sacramento. It is the home of
Travis Air Force Base and the headquarters of
Jelly Belly, former President Ronald Reagan’s
favorite candy. Fairfield incorporated in
December 1903. The city's 2019 estimated
population is 117,133. Stefan Chatwin is the City
Manager and David Gassaway is the Assistant
City Manager.

City Manager Stefan T. Chatwin was appointed
in Fairfield in December 2019. He previously
served as the City Manager in Imperial,
California (2016-2019). Stefan served as an
officer in the United States Air Force from 1993 to
1999. After a couple years in the private sector,
Stefan was hired to work as the Director of
Community Services in Ogden, Utah in 2001. In
2004 he was appointed City Manager in
Santaquin, Utah, and in 2009 he became the
City Administrator in Hayden, Idaho. Stefan than
joined the Imperial city staff as City Manager in
2016. He earned a BA from Brigham Young
University. In 2013, Stefan received a 10-year
ICMA Service Award.

David Gassaway has been the Fairfield Assistant
City Manager since March 2020. He is
responsible for Community and Economic
Development. David began his public service
career as a Management Analyst in Rancho
Cordova in May 2009. He left there in May 2014
after being promoted to Assistant to the City
Manager in 2013. He took a similar post in Indian
Wells and was promoted to Community
Development Director in July 2016. David was
appointed City Manager in Solvang in 2019.
After leaving that post and working as a Special
Projects Coordinator for City Manager Jim Lewis
in Pismo Beach in 2020, he joined the Fairfield
staff. He earned a BA from San Diego State
University, and an MPA from the University of San
Francisco. Former Fairfield Assistant  City
Manager Laura Snideman was appointed City
Manager in Richmond in 2020.
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City Executives in Cities
in the County of Solano

Rio Vista is in the Sacramento
River Delta region. The original
location of the community,
founded by Colonel Nathan H.
Davis as “Brazos del Rio,” is
serval miles north of the
modern community. Founded in 1858, the
settlement was renamed “Rio Vista” before a
flood in 1862 the resulted in moving the town fo
higher ground. A Rio Vista post office was
established in 1858. The city incorporated in
January 18%94. The 2019 estimated population of
Rio Vista is 9,718. Robert Hickey is the City
Manager and Jose Jasso is the Assistant City
Manager/City Clerk.

City Manager Robert Hickey served as City
Manager in the City of Live Oak from 1999 to
2007. He then spent about a year as City
Manager in Colusa (2007-2008) before being
appointed City Administrator in the City of
Gridley in 2008. He left Gridley in 2015 and was
appointed Rio Vista City Manager in August
2016. Robert served in the United States Air Force
from 1974 to 1997. He earned a BS from Embry
Riddle Aeronautical University.

CALIFORNIA CONTRACT
CITIES ASSOCIATION

http://www.contractcities.org

Marcel Rodarte,
Executive Director

Mark Waronek of Lomita is President
California Contract Cities Association

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210
Cerritos, California 90703
Telephone No. 562-622-5533

HdI®

Companies

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City Manager
Robert "Bob" Hinderliter,
HdL expanded and improved with the help of a
partnership with former City Manager
Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s retired
Executive Chairman.

Andy Nickerson is the President.
Other members of the HdL feam
include: Paula Cone; Tom Bachman;
/ Paula Barr; Vikki Beatley; Rob Braulik;
Ken Brown; Nichole Cone; Josh Davis; Darlyne
Demeduk; David McPherson; Matt Eaton; Ajay
Kolluri; Amy Flanigan; Richard Fletcher; Barry Foster;
Robert Gray; Joel Hermann; Robin Humphrey;
Howard Longballa; Ken Nordhoff, Cheryl Murase;
Luis Nunez; Angela Tsui; Wayne Padilla; Bret Plumlee;
Robin Sturdivant; David Schey; Tracy Vesely; Susie
Woodstock and Bobby Young.

HdL Companies offers diverse services that include:
allocation audits, economic analysis and program
software regarding Sales Tax, and Property Tax, and
Economic Development Services.

HdL Companies services provide the revenue and
key economic insights required to effectively lead a
local government agency.

Office: 120 South State College Boulevard, Suite
200 Brea,
California
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The late Signal Hill
Mayor Ellen Ward and
former Hawaiian
Gardens City
Administrator Wes Wolf
of Wolf & Company at
the former Delius
Restaurant. Pictured in

ANTUONO
HSMITH

-

A\ TLEY PC

www.chwlaw.us

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed to
counsel that is helpful, understandable, and fairly
priced.

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley
in the Sierra Foothills,

CH&W represents both public and private clients
throughout California in municipal law.
Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and
currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley.

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California
Lawyers of the Year (2020).

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700.

SynchroniCIT

MSsoriates

https://synchronicityassociates.com/

SynchroniCITY Associates: Founded upon a simple
premise: most government related proposals are
either destined to succeed or fail at the moment

they are made public.

Governance from smart strategy to effective
implementation. Expert at policy and advocacy.

Founded by John Russo;

the only person in California who has been a City
Council Member, a City Attorney, and a City
Manager.
John@synchroniCITYassociates.com

Telephone: 949-435-9737

City Executives in Cities
in the County of Solano

Suisun City takes its name from the adjacent
Suisun Bay. The community was established in
the 1850s. Its location made it ideal for
commerce and transportation during the
California Gold Rush. The city incorporated in
October 1868. Its 2019 estimated population is
29,663. Greg Folsom is the City Manager and
Donna Pock is the Deputy City Clerk.

City Manager Greg Folsom served as the
Deputy Director of Economic Development in
Stockton from May 1993 to December 2011;
more than 18-years. He worked in a similar
position for the Riverside County Economic
Development Agency between February 2014
and January 2015. Greg served as a Planning
Commissioner in the City of Menifee in 2015,
before he was appointed City Manager in the
City of Clearlake in June 2015. Greg joined the
city staff in Suisun City in April 2018. He earned a
BS from San Jose State University and an MBA
from the University of Southern California (USC).

FINANCIAL GROUP

Securities offered through Stinson Securities, LLC

http://www.nwfg.com/

A Woman-Owned Firm: dffiliate of an investment
banking firm providing underwriting and financial
advisory services to public agencies, and
implementation of special tax methodologies.

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates
of Porhmpohon and general obligation bond
5 QIPRLT financings, tax allocation
refunding, revenue and expense
projections modeling.
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https://www.mmasc.org/

Beth Fawcett and the firm'’s
President Pam Newcomb. President Tany Spiegel, Ontario
Vice President Paolo Kespradit, West Hollywood
Secretary Dominique Samario, Menifee

6842 Embarcadero Lane
Carlsbad, California 92011 MMASC is one of the oldest and largest associations
Call the firm’s professionals at: 858-232-8963 of-tskind-imtheratiorn:

City Executives in Cities
in the County of Solano

Vacaville is approximately 35
miles from the State Capitol in
Sacramento. In 1842 the Vaca
and Pena families setftle in the
area of Lagoon Valley. The
original township was established
in 1851 when nine square miles were deeded to
William McDaniel and the original city plans
were laid out. The town was named for Juan
Manvel Cabeza Vaca. The town developed into
an important produce center. Vacaville

Lyle and Mindy Defenbaugh on their 20‘21 frip to
Ireland. Lyle is a former Assembly Local Government
Committee Consultant. He currently works in the
private sector as a Senior Relationship Manager and

mcorpor.o’red In AUQOUST. 1892.The 2019 eST'mOTeq Director of Client Services. Lyle earned a BA from
population of the city is 100,670. Aaron Busch is the University of California, Santa Barbara and an
the City Manager and Michelle Thornbrugh is MPP from the University of California, Berkeley.
the City Clerk.

Aaron Busch served his first day as the Vacaville
City Manager on Tuesday, May 16, 2017. He
served as the Assistant City Manager starting in
2017 and he was promoted to Interim City
Manager following the termination of City
Rancho Cordova. Aaron earned a BA in
geography from California State University,
Fresno.

Maurice Chaney joined the Vacaville city staff
this year as the Vacaville Communications and
Public Information Officer. He holds a BA in
communications from the University of
California, Davis. Maurice served as the
President of the California Association of Public
Information Officials. Since 2014, he worked as a
Public Information Officer with the City of
Roseville.

i MMASC

MUNICIPAL MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
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4 MuniEnvironmental

Professional Consultants

.Ar 1

mmm

bt | .'l.

PRESERVE OUR ENVIRONMENT.
STRENGTHEN OUR CITIES.

MuniEnvironmental’s experienced professionals provide
solid waste and recycling expertise that helps cities and
other government agencies:

* Review, analyze and optimize rates and expenses

* Audit contract service providers

* Comply with regulatory requirements

* Implement commercial, organics and construction &
demolition recycling programs

Jeff Duhamel, CEO/Principal Consultant
562-432-3700 jeffemunienvironmental.com

Post Office Box 52152
Irvine, California 92619
www.tripepismith.com

HTRWG

LAW

RICHARDS WATSON GERSHON

http://rwglaw.com/

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal
profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking
reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. RWG

delivers practical advice and solutions tailored to
the unique needs of public entifies.

Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Orange County, Temecula and the
Central Coast. The RWG team of experts provides
the full scope of public law services.

Roxanne Diaz is a member of the

@ Our Team.

§ Your Communications.

BMBAM

TRIPEPI SMITH

mariesing « techralogy = public affairs

(626) 536-2173

TripepiSmith.com

Board of Trustees of the California City
Management Foundation (CCMF).
Call RWG at

No. 213-626-8484

https://www.munienvironmental.com/

City Executives in Cities
in the County of Solano

Vallejo is a waterfront city in the North Bay area
of San Francisco Bay. The city is named for Don
Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo. He was a leading
proponent of California Statehood. He became
one of the first members of the California State
Senate. The neighboring city of Benicia is
named for his wife. Vallejo served as the State
Capitol in 1852 and in 1853. Though Vallejo is
named for Don Mariano, the man regarded as
the true founder of Vallejo is John B. Frisbie. He
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married Don Mariano’s daughter and given the
power of attorney for the land grant. He hired
E. H. Rowe, who designed the city layout,
naming the east/west streefts for states, and the
north/south street for California counties. Vallejo
incorporated in March 1868. Its 2019 estimated
population is 121,692. Interim City Manager
Anne Cardwell has announced that she is
leaving the stepping down on October 7. She
took over following City Manager Greg Nyhoff's
exit from the position.

Anne Cardwell was the serving Assistant City
Manager when City Manager Greg Nyhoff
negotiated his resignation. Greg was appointed
Vallejo City Manager in 2018. He previously
served as City Manager in Oxnard and
Modesto. In 2018 Greg was appointed to the
Board of the California City Management
Foundation (CCMF). He received a 30-year
ICMA Service Award.

A Los Angeles Times 1974 archive article recently
discovered. It is about the appointment of Frank G.
Tripepi as Rosemead City Manager.

CALIFORNIA
N (R

Providing innovative risk
management solutions for its
public agency partners for more
than 40 years, the California Joint
Powers Insurance Authority

AU 4

(California JPIA) is one of the Jon Shull
largest municipal self-insurance Chief

3 : Executive
pools in the state, with more than Officer

120 member cities and other

governmental agencies. Members actively
participate in shaping the organization to

provide important coverage for their operations.
The California JPIA provides innovative risk
management solutions through a comprehensive
portfolio of programs and services, including
liability, workers’ compensation, pollution, property,
and earthquake coverage, as well as extensive risk
management training and loss control services.

City Executives
in Cities
in the County
of Solano

Vdallejo Interim City

Manager Anne
i Cardwell began
B e e e SHL8 % her public service

career as an Executive Secretary in the City of
Benicia (2003-2006). Anne was promoted to
Assistant to the City Manager in 2006. From
January 2014 to July 2016 she served as the
Benicia Assistant City Manager. Anne served as
the Acting City Manager when Benicia City
Manager Brad Kilger left for the Martinez City
Manager job.

Anne joined the City of
Cityof = Martinez staff as

VALLEO = Assistant City
Manager in

September 2016. She succeeded Assistant City
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Manager Alan Shear, who left for a position in
Millbrae. Anne started with the Vallejo city staff
in December 2018 as Assistant City Manager.
When City Manager Greg Nyhoff resigned Anne
was appointed Interim City Manager in July, but
she resigned from that post a month later in
August 2021, giving a 45-day notice. While
Interim City Manager, Anne appointed Gillian
Hayes as Interim Assistant City Manager.

: A s \ A ':"&
Retired City Manager Tim Kerr and his son
Jackson Kerr celebrating a San Francisco Giants
sweep of the Chicago Culbs at Wrigley Field in
Chicago. The Giants lead the National League West
Division with the best record in Major League
Baseball. The Dodger are second. The Kerr's are
huge Giants fans. Tim served as City Manager in
Livingston, Ceres & Turlock.

WWW.C|pid.org

For more information contact
Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010 or
gary.delaney@usi.com

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager
Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
USI Insurance Services

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380
Torrance, CA 20503

WWW.USi.com

USI has developed sophisticated employee
benefit programs for public entities for more than
30-years. USI helps agencies design innovative
benefit solutions and provide benefit education

to bargaining units.

@ Pat West .«

http://www.patwestllc.com/

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government.
He has developed successful strategies and paths
to issues facing local government. Pat can help you,
whether you are a City Manager looking for ways to
furn your city around, or a developer needing
assistance navigating the complexities of the
political and/or entitlement process.

Pat was honored with the League of
California Cities 2019 Wes McClure
Award for City Managers of
Distinction.

Pat West has served as a municipal
government official in the Gateway Cities area for
nearly 40-years, working in both the small contract

city and the large charter city arena. He has held a

variety of department head positions and has
served as City Manager for 23-years.



http://www.cjpia.org/
http://www.usi.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.patwestllc.com/
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Pat has had numerous successful experiences with
public-private partnerships.
Telephone No. 562-331-9812

staff in July 2018 to take the Assistant City
Manager position in Walnut  Creek. Teri
previously held positions in San Jose and
Fremont. In Walnut Creek she replaced Fran
Robustelli, who left to become the Assistant City
Manager in the City of Napa.

“Decide your life is your own. No apologies or
excuses. No one to lean on, rely on, or blame...you
alone are responsible for the quality of it.”
—The late Bob Moawad

City Executives in Cities
in the County of Solano

Gillian Hayes worked as an
Associate Planner for San Joaquin
3 County Community Development
Al from 2003 to 2005. In August 2005
N Gilian joined the city staff in Santa
Rosa as City Planner. After a little
more than 7-years, Gillian left Santa
Rosa. She became the Director of Planning &
Development for the Federated Indians of
Graton Rancheria in Rohnert Park, January 2013.
After working nearly 2-years for a private sector
engineering firm in Healdsburg (2018-2019),
Gillian was hired by the City of Vdllejo as the
Planning and Development Services Director in
October 2019. She was appointed Interim
Deputy City Manager in October 2020, and
Interim Assistant City Manager in July 2021.
Gilian earned an AA degree from California
State University, Fullerton and a BA from
California State University, Sacramento.

Following the retirement of City Manager Daniel
Keen, Teri Killgore served as the Interim City
Manager in Vallejo from November 2017 to
January 2018. She returned to the Assistant City
Manager position in 2018 when Gregory Nyhoff
became City Manager. She left the Vallejo city

Mo

Municipal Management Association
of Northern California

Inspiring Lacal Government leaders since 1950

www.mmanc.org

CALIFORNIA
| ¥ |'- . | . ‘II‘

https://cjpia.org/

More than forty years ago, 33 cities
joined together to address their shared
risks. They formed the California Joint
Powers Insurance Authority (CJPIA) to fill
an immediate need and to develop a
long-term strategy for mitigating the
growing risks of their public agencies.
Then and now, the California JPIA
preserves the independence of each
member agency while yielding the
benefits of scale that come with pooling
their risks.

Members of the California JPIA have committed their
agencies to risk management best practices—including
policy implementation, staff training, and operational
guidance—that support proactive efforts to mitigate risk.


http://www.mmanc.org/
https://cjpia.org/
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Not merely an insurance solution, the California JPIA's
holistic model positions its member agencies to control
costs and remain fiscally strong.

Today, more than 100 public agencies have partnered with
the California JPIA to address their risks and implement
best practices. Member agencies vary from small, single-
purpose entities to cities to special districts. Though
diverse in their missions, each member is committed to the
implementation of risk management practices and the
overall financial health of the pool.

California Joint Powers Insurance
Authority
8081 Moody Street, La Palma, CA 90623
(800) 229-2343 | (562) 467-8700

Save the Date

Annual Board of Directors Meeting

Wednesday, July 20, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.
At the Cadlifornia JPIA La Palma Campus

8081 Moody Street, La Palma, CA 90623

- CALIFORNIA
g

P | = A

Core Values

Integrity: We hold ourselves to the highest ethical and
professional standards. We pledge to fulfill our duties
and deliver on our commitments.

Excellence: We pursue distinction with a passion. We
proactively assess our performance and strive to
continuously improve programs, services, and work
product.

Innovation: We foster creativity as we explore
opportunities and meet challenges.

Teamwork: We pursue productive relationships through
communication, collaboration, understanding, and
respect.

Jonathan Shull, Chief Executive Officer,
562-467-8787

Norman Lefmann, Assistant Executive
Officer, 562-467-8724

CJPIA Staff Team...800-229-2343

Letters
and
Notes
from Our
Readers:

| hope this
finds you
well. I
want  to
be sure
you , _ \
received this information. | just read that a former
colleague and friend, Joe Donabed, passed away
recently. | want to share this and recognize Joe as
one of the great City Managers who served the
Central Valley well during his career. From Tulare, to
Rio Vista, to Hughson - and maybe other jurisdictions,
Joe proudly served the city management craft
well. He was instrumental in the early days of the
Cenfral San Joaquin Valley Risk Management
Authority. He was a great storyteller and could make
even the harshest critic laugh. He cared deeply
about being a professional, and for the people he
worked with. He was certainly one of the good

guys.

Thanks for keeping us all current on the happenings
in a profession we all love. Cheers. -
-Jim Marshall, Retired City Manager
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Thanks for the photo ops in the September issue and
the previous issue with my Cypress homies. Also,
great quote by Joe Maddon. Have a good one.
--Gonzalo “Gonzo” Vazquez, Retired from Cypress

Picking Up the Pieces: Dunsmuir
City Manager Todd Juhasz is the
. new Mount Shasta City Manager
" replacing City Manager Bruce
Pope, who refired in July. Mount
Shasta Finance Director Muriel
Howarth Terrell has been serving
as Interim City Manager. Todd
has worked as the Dunsmuir City
Manager for the past two-years.
- He served in the United States Air
: === Force from August 1984 to
. . December 1991. Former Palm Springs
w City Manager David H. 2
Ready was awarded the
Wes McClure City Manager's Award of
Distinction from the League of
California  Cities  City  Managers’
Department in February 2021. The
award is named for Wes McClure, the former City
Manager of San Leandro, whose confributions to city
management were substantial over his long career.
David retired after serving as the
Professional management is predicated on a selfless and
effective team of folks who care about doing good work,
and care about each other. Pictured here is a Bellflower
tfeam reunion conducted a few years back. This picture
was originally posted in a Special September 2011 issue of
the City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown.

Palm Springs City Manager for nearly 21-years. David
earned a Juris Doctorate in Law and a Ph.D. in
political science. He teaches public administration
part-time as an adjunct faculty member at California
State University, San Bernardino. David's last day at
City Hall was April 1. Sedona, Arizona City Manager
Justin Clifton became the Palm Springs City Manager
in April. Former Turlock City Manager Toby Wells is the
new Manteca City Manager starting this month. Toby
was the Turlock City Manager between April 2020
and May 2021. Retired Modesto Chief of Police Mike
Harden has served as the Manteca Interim City
Manager since Agpril. Prior to working in Turlock, Toby
served as the City Manager in Ceres for 6-years. Toby
is the fourth “non-interim” city manager in Manteca
in the past 5-years. The last City Manager was
Miranda Lutzow, who resigned in February. Mark

Denny has announced his resignation as the City
Manager in the City of Fontana. He has served 17-
months on the job. He became City Manager in April
2020. He has accepted a position in the private
sector closer to his San Clemente home. Mark was
the Director of Parks for the County of Orange (2008-
2013), and the Chief Operating Office of Orange
County (2013-2016). In 2016 he was hired to be the
Dana Point Deputy City Manager, andin 2017 he was
elevated to City Manager. When he left Dana Point,
he took the Fontana City Manager job in April, 2020.
Mark earned a BA from California State University,
Fullerton.

“If opportunity doesn’t knock, build a door.”
—Milton Berle

More Pieces Picked Up: Vacaville City Manager
Aaron Busch was elevated from the Assistant City
Manager position when City Manager Jeremy Craig
was dismissed in 2017. Aaron came to
Vacaville after serving two-plus years as
the Director of Community Development
in Rancho Cordova. Previous to that he
work in Yuba City, Rosevalle and Rancho
Mirage. Aaron eamed a BA in =
geography with an emphasis in urban planning from
California State University, Fresno. Portola City
Manager Lauren Barrera Knox was appointed city
manager in October 2019. Lauren moved to Portola
at the age of 4. She graduated from Portola High
School as valedictorion and she served as the
Studentbody President. Lauren earned a BS in city
and regional planning from Califonria Polytechnic
State University, San Luis Obispo. She worked as an
intern for the City of Reno, Nevada and for the
Truckee Meadows Regional Planning Agency
(TMRPA). She was hired by TMRPA as a Regional
Planner and was promoted to Senior Planner. Weed
City Manager Tim Rundel was appointed to his
posifion in February 2020 to replace retired City
Manager Ron Stock, a former Trackdown Posse
member. Tim began his public service careerin 2001.
Previous to coming to Weed, he served as the City
Manager in Durant, Oklahoma (2016-2019). He also
worked in Auburn and Midwest City, Oklahoma. Tim
earned a BA from Northwestern Oklahoma State
University, and an MPA from the University of
Oklahoma. He served é-years in the Airforce and the
Oklahoma Air National Guard. Former Public Works
Director in the City of Wasco, Biridiana Bishop is the
new Assistant City Manager in Webster City, lowa.
While in Wasco, Biri worked in the Community
Development Department as a Planner prior o her
promotion to Public Works Director. Biri earned a BA
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from the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
and an MBA from California State University,
Bakersfield. Retired Chino Hills City Manager Douglas
LaBelle serves as the Vice Chair for the Board of
Directors of the Orange County Fair & Event Center.
Prior to serving as the Chino Hills City Manager (1995-
2009), Doug was the City Manager in Signal Hill. He
began his public service career in 1964 and worked
in various positions with the cities of Garden Grove,
Cerritos, Huntington Beach, La Mesa and Marysville.
Doug is a past Chair of the Knapp Golf Classic
Committee which raised funds for the Hunfington's
Disease Society of America in memory of refired
Cerritos and Lake Forest City Manager Gaylord
Knapp. Doug is a Trackdown Posse member.

Former South Gate City Manager Gary Milliman is
currently serving as linterim City Manager in Ashland,
Oregon, (pop. 21,0000 home of the Oregon
Shakespeare Festival and Southern  Oregon
University. Gary reports that the City Council
dysfunction there has subsided and he is looking for
someone to step into his shoes for the next several
months as recruitment for the City's first-ever non-
Interim City Manager is underway. Contact Gary at
(541) 813-9267 or gary.miliman@ashland.or.us
Turlock Interim City Manager Sarah Eddy has tfaken a
medical leave of absence. She recommended that
Interim Municipal Services Director Dan Madden be
made Acting City Manager to cover for her. Sarah
took over for Interim City Manager Gary Hamption in
May 2021. City Manager Toby Wells began his service
in Turlock in March 2020, but his contfract was
terminated and he is now the new City Manager in
Manteca.

SHORTS: *Retired City Manager and Director of Parks
and Recreation Kevin Miller is the Interim City
Manager following the recent dismissal of City
Manager Peter Pirnejad in Foster City. *June W.
Catalano, a former CCMF Board Member, served as
the Martinez City Manager (2001-2006) prior to her
appointment as the City Manager of the City of
Pleasant Hill in 2006. *After working for the police
department since 2003, Jake Castellow is the new
Porterville Chief of Police.*Bob Adams, retired City
Manager, has taken the Interim City Manager
assignment in the City of Tracy, while the city recruits
with applications closing on October 8. *Willdan
recently gave Senior Vice President Frank G. Tripepi,
a retired City Manager, a special fribute dinner for his
fine work with the firm. *Tammy Alcantor has given
her nofice that she plans to retire from her City
Manager post in the City of Escalon*Marc Mitchell of
Cerrell Associates received the 2020 CCMF

Corporate Sponsor Award. *Santa  Rosa City
Manager Sean McGlynn won the 2020 CCMF City
Manager of the Year Award. *Former Lancaster City
Manager Robert LaSala, currently a Senior Advisor
with ICMA, received the Senior Advisor Award from
the Florida City and County Management
Association in July 2021. *HdL Companies Principal
Vikki Beatley is an Adjunct Lecturer in the Master of
Public Administration program at California State
University, Long Beach where she teaches
Government Budgeting and Finance.**#*

“I would rather wake up in the middle of nowhere
than in any city on earth.” --Steve McQueen


mailto:gary.milliman@ashland.or.us

