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Holiday greetings to one and all. Treasure your family 

and friends especially during this incredible season of 

love and renewal. Happy Holidays; Merry Christmas 

and Happy Hanukkah. This season is a special time of 

year especially for young children. Let the spirit of the 

holidays bring an abundance of goodwill to your 

families and friends. It has been a wonderful year 

presenting our newsletter. We wish everyone 

continued happiness and success. 

 

California City Manager 

Leadership 
  

Leaders in any field find themselves working 

beyond the normal hours of their daily duties and 

responsibilities. There are always additional tasks 

to be completed. Board or committee meeting in 

addition to regular city meetings. Special thanks 

go to those who work above and beyond. For 

City Managers and Administrators there primarily 

are the League of California Cities City 

Managers’ Department, the California City 

Management Foundation and various other 

professional organizations and special district and 

joint powers authorities always need professionals 

in leadership positions. This issue acknowledges a 

good representative group of the State of 

California’s city manager leaders.  
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with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work 

as a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.   
                                           
    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

California City Manager 

Leadership 
 

Ken Striplin is the President of the 

California City Management 

Foundation Board of Trustees: 
 

Youth athletic league volunteer 

Ken Striplin is the President of the 

California City Management 

Foundation. Ken has worked with 

the City of Santa Clarita since 

February 1996; some 27-years.  

He joined the city staff as an 

Administrative Analyst and he 

was promoted to Management 

Analyst in August 1997.  Ken was selected to serve 

as the Assistant to the City Manager in August 

2001, and in September 2004 he became 

Assistant City Manager. Following City Manager 

Ken Pulskamp’s retirement Ken was elevated to 

City Manager in January 2013. Ken earned a BA 

and MPA from California State University, 

Northridge, and a Doctorate in organizational 

leadership from Pepperdine University. Ken was 

presented with the 2021 Award for Career 

Excellence in Memory of Mark E. Keane by the 

International City/County Management 

Association (ICMA). He received the John H. Nail 

Award from the League of California Cities for his 

work as an outstanding Assistant. Ken is an ICMA 

Credentialed Manager.  

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.calcities.org/education-and-

events/event/2023/02/08/default-calendar/city-

managers-conference                                                                                                

The Westin Carlsbad, 5480 Grand Pacific Drive 

Carlsbad, California  

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.ekapr.com 

                                                                                     

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a 

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists.                 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within     

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

                                                                    

To contact EKA                          

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The City of Rancho Mirage maintains five parks and 

six trails. (Picture by Susan Simpson) 

https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/02/08/default-calendar/city-managers-conference
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/02/08/default-calendar/city-managers-conference
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/02/08/default-calendar/city-managers-conference
http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
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https://www.avenuinsights.com/ 

 

There’s never a good time for operational  

downtime, or a good time to fall short on revenue. 

For governments to serve their communities, they 

need solutions they can depend on, run by partners 

who understand how the public sector works. 

 

That’s why thousands of State and local  

government leaders turn to Avenu. Although the 

name is new, the company roots serving  

government officials go back nearly 100-years. 

 

Avenu has California Offices in El Dorado Hills, Fresno, 

Pleasanton, Sacramento and Westlake Village. 

 

Fran Mancia may be reached at       

559-288-7296. Fran is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).  

Fran was elected as a University of 

California Alumni Regent in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 
 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes;  

you don't need them often but when you do, they  

had better work." 
 

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his sons, Jason 

Gonsalves and Paul Gonsalves, are expert 

Local government lobbyists.  The firm represents 

50-plus cities and is a key player in city legislation. 

The firm works closely with the League of 

California Cities. 
 

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time 

Member of the                                     

CCMF Board of Trustees 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

925 L Street, Suite 250 

Sacramento, CA  95814 

California City Manager 

Leadership 

 

Justin Hess is the President of the         

City Managers’ Department                      

of the League; 
 

Justin Hess has worked for the 

City of Burbank for more than 

20-years. He started his service 

to the community as an Intern in 

the city planning department in 

July 1997. Justin was hired as an 

Assistant Planner in July 1998. In 

September 1999, he became 

an Administrative Analyst, and 

in December 2006 he took the 

position of Assistant Financial Services Director. 

After serving as Interim Financial Services Director 

for several months in 2008, Justin was appointed 

Deputy City Manager in January 2009. He added 

the responsibility of the Management Services 

Director in July 2012. Justin was selected to serve 

as the Burbank City Manager in June 2019. Justin 

earned a BA from the University of California, Los 

Angeles (UCLA) and is pursuing a Masters’ in 

leadership at the University of Southern California 

(USC). He completed special certificate 

programs at Stanford University and Harvard 

University. Justin is an ICMA Credentialed 

Manager. In 2022 Justin received a 25-year ICMA 

Services Award. He is the Vice President of CCMF. 

He is also President of the City Managers 

Department of the League of California Cities. He 

has been named “City Manager of the Year” by 

CCMF.  

 
Former Los Angeles 

County Sheriff            

Alex Villanueva with 

Cerritos City Manager              

Art Gallucci outside 

the state-of-the-“art” 

Sheriff’s Substation in 

the City of Cerritos. 

The current Sheriff is 

Robert G. Luna, a 

former Long Beach                          

Chief of Police. 

 

https://www.avenuinsights.com/
https://gonsalvi.com/
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Trackdown Posse Roster                        
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Gardens  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, W. Sacramento 

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager; Interim, Downey 

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired San Pablo/La Quinta  

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

 

Posse Roster: 
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

 

     

                                                                     

City Manager Newsletter by 

  Trackdown Management 

               10 Claret 

Rancho Mirage, California 92270 

                                              

www.trackdownmanagement.net 

                                                                                        

Cell Phone Nos. 310-418-1035, or 562-896-5424 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.olsonhomes.com/ 

 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities.     

Since 1988, The Olson Company                                                 

mission has been to work hand-in-hand                            

with cities to solve the critical shortage of  

urban housing by promoting and investing in                  

responsible development that improves                     

quality of life for everyone. The company has 

successfully partnered with more than 100 cities 

since 1988. 

 
Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

  

3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100  

Seal Beach, CA 90740-2751 

 

 

http://www.nwfg.com/ 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an 

investment banking firm providing underwriting 

and financial advisory services to public agencies, 

and implementation of special tax methodologies.  

Experts in mobile home park financings, Certificates 

of Participation, and general obligation bond 

financings, tax  

allocation refunding, revenue and expense 

projections modeling. 

 

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s 

President Pam Newcomb. Pam 

began her investment banking 

career in 1984. 
 

1254 Hoover Street                                                        

Carlsbad, California 92008 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
http://www.nwfg.com/
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California City Manager 

Leadership 

 

City of El Cerrito City Manager 

Karen Pinkos is a native of 

Michigan. She began her 

public service career as the 

Assistant to the City Manager 

in August 1997 in the City of 

Oak Park, Michigan. In 

September 2001, Karen left 

Michigan to become the 

Assistant to the City Manager in the City of El 

Cerrito. She was promoted to Assistant City 

Manager in July 2006 and she became City 

Manager in December 2018. Karen has been with 

El Cerritos for more than 21-years. Karen served as 

the ICMA West Coast Regional Vice President 

(2008-2011) and as ICMA President from 

September 2018 to October 2019. Karen earned 

a BA and an MPA from Oakland University in 

Oakland County, Michigan. She completed the 

Strategic Management of public organizations 

program at the University of California, Berkeley 

and the Senior Executive in state and local 

government program at Harvard Kennedy 

School. Karen is an ICMA Credentialed Manager. 

Karen served as President of Cal-ICMA in 2018-

2019. She is First Vice President of the City 

Managers’ Department of the League of 

California Cities. Karen has received several 

awards for her public service management work. 

Karen received the 2022 Career Excellence 

Award presented by California Women Leading 

Government (WLG); the 2021 President’s Award 

from MMASC and the 2007 Wes McClure 

Outstanding Assistant Award presented by 

MMANC. She has served on the CCMF Board of 

Trustees since 2017. In 2022 Karen receive a 25-

year ICMA Service Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Coachella Valley Wind Farm 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An archive picture of Roy Butler at Bill Stookey’s 

ranch in Mariposa County. Roy was a City/County 

Coordinator for the County Road Department and 

also worked for Willdan Engineering. 

https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
https://www.willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services.aspx
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https://www.climatec.com/ 

Founded in 1975, Climatec has grown from humble 

beginnings into one of the largest providers of 

building technology and energy efficiency solutions 

in the nation – and Climatec has been a proud 

member of the Robert Bosch family since 2015. 

Led by a highly credentialed team with more than 

300 years of combined industry experience,   

Climatec helps public agencies find general fund 

relief through renewed infrastructure and funding 

solutions. The firm has delivered thousands of 

successful energy efficiency programs to public 

sector clients, including education, local, county, 

state and federal governments. 
 

Regional Managers    

Ashley Cascio and           

Tyler Girtman 

                                                                          

 

Southern California Telephone: 949-474-0955                            

Bay Area Telephone: 925-558-2729 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

California City Manager 

Leadership 

 

Encinitas City Manager 

Pamela Antil is a CCMF 

Board Member. She began 

her public service career as 

a Staff Assistant to the 

Majority Leader of the 

Michigan State Senate in 

January 1987. Pam became 

a Community Services 

Coordination in the City of 

Rancho Palos Verdes in October 1989 and she 

was promoted to Assistant to the City Manager in 

January 1990 and then Assistant City Manager in 

November 1992. Pam left Rancho Palos Verdes in 

December 1995 and worked for a private sector 

consulting firm from January 1996 to January 2004 

when she took the Assistant City Administrator 

position in Ann Arbor, Michigan. In September 

2006 Pam became Assistant City Manager in 

Novi, Michigan. She returned to California in April 

2010 to be the Assistant City Manager and Chief 

Operating Officer in Palo Alto. Pam served as 

Assistant City Manager in San Jose starting in May 

2014. In January 2015 she worked Special Projects 

for the City of Millbrae and Campbell. Pam 

became the Santa Barbara Assistant City 

Administrator in August 2015. She was appointed 

City Manager in Encinitas starting in October 

2020. Pam earned a BS from Central Michigan 

University and an MPA from California State 

University, Long Beach. She completed the Senior 

Executive Institute’s Weldon Cooper Center for 

Public Service at the University of Virginia. Pam is 

an ICMA Credentialed Manager.  

 

 

Rhonda Tripepi, god 

daughter, Samantha 

Simpson and the late 

retired City Manager 

Frank G. Tripepi at Sam’s 

16th birthday in 1998. 

https://www.climatec.com/
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California City Manager 

Leadership 

 

Pismo Beach Manager James R. 

“Jim” Lewis began his public 

service career as an 

Administrative Intern with the 

City of Auburn in January 1998. 

In 1998 Jim joined the city staff in 

Claremont as Assistant to the 

City Manager where he worked 

for City Manager Glenn Southard. Jim went to the 

City of Atascadero as Assistant City Manager in 

October 2004 to work with City Manager Wade 

McKinney. He was selected to serve as the Pismo 

Beach City Manager starting in February 2013. Jim 

is a member of the Board of Trustees for the 

California City Management Foundation 

(CCMF). He serves on the Board of Directors of 

the League of California Cities and is a past 

President of the League’s City Managers’ 

Department (2018), and currently serves with the 

Department Officers as Department Director. He 

is also a past President of the Municipal 

Management Association of Southern California 

(MMASC) (2001). Jim earned a BS in public policy 

and management from the University of Southern 

California (USC) and an MPA from the Maxwell 

School at Syracuse University. Jim is an ICMA 

Credentialed Manager. In 2020 Jim received a 

20-year ICMA Service Award. Jim is a founder of 

Pivot Charter Schools.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

California Contract Cities Association 
Marcel Rodarte Executive Director                                                                   

 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210                                  

Cerritos, California 90703                                              

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

 

 

 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government. 

He has developed successful strategies and paths    

to issues facing local government. Pat can help    

you, whether you are a City Manager looking for 

ways to turn your city around, or a developer 

needing assistance navigating the complexities        

of the political and/or entitlement process.   

Pat West was honored with the League of  

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for  

City Managers of Distinction.           

                                                                       

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private 

partnerships.                                        

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.chwlaw.us 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed  

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.               

  CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law.               

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020). 

                                                                                                

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700;  

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 

http://www.patwestllc.com/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
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http://rwglaw.com/ 

                                                                                                   

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients  

seeking reliable, efficient, and effective legal 

counsel. RWG delivers practical advice and    

solutions tailored to the unique needs of  

public entities. 

 Working seamlessly across offices in Los Angeles,  

San Francisco, Orange County, 

Temecula and the Central Coast. 

The RWG team of experts provides 

the full scope of public law services. 

Practical advice and well-analyzed 

solutions come from listening 

carefully and asking the right 

questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the                         

Board of Trustees of the 

California City Management Foundation (CCMF).     

   Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USI has developed sophisticated employee 

benefit programs for public entities for more 

than 30-years. USI helps agencies design 

innovative benefit solutions and provide  

benefit education to bargaining units. 

 

The power of USI, and its ability to bring 

 best-in-class solutions and services to clients  

and communities, is achieved through the    

collective knowledge and experience of 

professionals coming together as ONE. 

 
 For more information contact            

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010  

or gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       
Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                              
  

 www.usi.com    

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                                

Torrance, CA 90503    

California City Manager 

Leadership 

 

Aaron J. Adams, who serves as 

the CCMF Secretary/Treasurer, 

began his public service career 

as a Recreation Coordinator in 

the City of Escondido in 1990. 

Aaron was a Human Resources 

Management Intern in the City 

of Temecula in 1995. He worked 

as a Management Analyst for a year in the City 

of San Clemente in 1995-1996 and returned to the 

Temecula city staff as a Management Analyst in 

1996. Aaron was promoted to a Senior 

Management Analyst in 2000, and he was 

selected to serve as Assistant City Manager in 

October 2006. Aaron served as Interim City 

Manager for two months before becoming the 

Temecula City Manager January 2013. He 

earned a BSBA from Northern Arizona University 

and an MA from the University of Redlands. Aaron 

received a 25-year ICMA Service Award in 2019.  

 

Jose Vera, Laurie Lofranco, Mark Risco, Fran 

Mancia, Anthony Gonsalves and Michael Jenkins 

are the private sector Trustees. Anthony has 

served on the Board the longest. In fact, he has 

served on the Board longer than any of the other 

members. Ken Pulskamp, a retired City Manager 

is the Executive Director. Ken is a past President of 

the City Managers’ Department of the League of 

California Cities. He served in executive positions 

in Fresno and Bakersfield be for joining the Santa 

Clarita city staff as Assistant City Manager in 1988. 

Ken became the Santa Clarita City Manager in 

2002 and retired as City Manager in 2012. Ken 

worked for the city more than 24-years. Since 

retirement he served as the Interim City Manager 

in Burbank (2012-2013) and he has been the 

Executive Director of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF) since February 

2014. Ken earned a BA from California State 

University, Fresno and an MPA from the University 

of San Francisco.  

http://rwglaw.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.usi.com/
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California City Manager 

Leadership 

 

John Gillison is the Immediate 

Past President of the City 

Managers’ Department of the 

League of California Cities. 

John has served as the City 

Manager for the City of Ranch 

Cucamonga since August 

2011. He began his public 

service career as an Administrative Intern in the 

City of Walnut in 1989. He was hired as a 

Management Analyst in Walnut and in 1992 he 

took a similar post in the City of Cerritos, where he 

worked for 8-years.  In July 2000, John became a 

Deputy City Manager in the City of Pomona.  

John was recognized with his first City Manager 

job in April 2005 with Sierra Madre appointed him. 

He moved to Rancho Cucamonga in April 2007 

as Deputy City Manager, and he was elevated to 

Assistant City Manager in January 2010. John is a 

Board Member and President of the Public 

Agency Risk Sharing Authority of California. He is 

also the President of the Employment Risk 

Management Authority (ERMA) and the Vice 

Chair of the Inland Counties Emergency Medical 

Agency’s Medical Care Committee. John is also 

a Board Member and Vice President for the San 

Gabriel Valley Training Center (Valley Fund 

Corporation). John is the Board President for the 

California Intergovernmental Risk Authority and a 

Board Member for the San Bernardino County 

Interagency Council on Homelessness. John 

earned a BA and MPA from California State 

University, Fullerton and a Juris Doctorate from 

Western State College of Law.  

 

 

“Somebody said they saw me 

Swinging the world by the tail…” 

--Songwriter Rowland Jon Salley 

 

Performed by Allison Karauss and              

Robert Plant 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former 

City Manager Robert "Bob" 

Hinderliter. HdL expanded and 

improved with the help of a 

partnership with former City 

Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the 

firm’s retired Executive Chairman.                     

                                                                                 

Andy Nickerson is the President/CEO. Other 

members of the HdL team include Vikki Beatley, 

Paula Cone, Barry Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly 

Konczak, David McPherson, and Bobby Young.  
 

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology and consulting services that enable cities, 

counties and special districts to better serve their 

constituents. HdL’s team of professionals currently 

serve more than 600 agencies nationwide. HdL 

Companies offers support services and software that 

includes sales, use and transactions taxes, economic 

development, property taxes, business license fees, 

transient occupancy tax, short-term rental 

compliance, rent control, indirect cost recovery, utility 

users tax, and cannabis regulation and taxation.  

                                                                                         

120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California                                                                      

Telephone 888-861-0220 

 

 

 

 

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest associations of its 

kind in the nation. 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.mmanc.org 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.mmanc.org/
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https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 
 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations.                               

                                                                                           

Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized                       

emphasis on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-

Program Administration and                                        

Oversight Agent Services;                                                                                 

Mortgage Program Administration Services;  

Mortgage Insurance Product 

Research/Development.  

 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

Telephone: 909-345-849 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

  

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint  

Powers Authority (JPA) with the goal 

 of helping communities fund critical 

projects. ICFA has assisted funding more than $500 

million in critical community projects, from hospitals  

to charter schools, municipal utilities and housing. 
 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                       

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

 
info@ICFAuthority.org 

California City Manager 

Leadership 

 

Jennifer Malkowski Cervantez is 

the City Manager for the City of 

Rancho Santa Margarita. She 

started her City Manager tenure 

in July 2012. Jennifer previously 

served as the Assistant City 

Manager in the City of La Habra. 

Prior to her La Habra experience, she worked as 

a Policy Analyst for the League of California Cities 

(1998-2000), and she was a Management 

Assistant in Santa Ana (2000-2002). Jennifer 

earned a BA from California State University, Long 

Beach and an MPP from Claremont University. 

Jennifer is on the City Managers’ Department 

Board as an At-Large Representative for Southern 

California for cities under 100,000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tripepismith.com/ 

 
“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready to help  

with outreach campaigns, video production,  

content writing, messaging, graphic work, technology 

infrastructure and websites." 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
mailto:info@ICFAuthority.org
https://www.tripepismith.com/
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California City Manager 

Leadership 

 

Janet Jimenez is the Director of 

Administrative Services for the City 

of West Hollywood. Janet services 

on the Board of Trustees on the 

California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF). She joined the 

West Hollywood city staff in March 

2007 as a Permit Services Specialist, and in 

October 2008 she became a Code Compliance 

Officer.  Janet was promoted to Management 

Specialist in October 2013 and she was selected 

to be the Assistant to the City Manager in 

November 2014. In 2022 she worked 6-months as 

the Acting Administrative Services Director and 

was recognized with the full position in June 2022. 

Janet has worked for West Hollywood for nearly 

16-years. She earned a BBA from the University of 

San Diego.  

 

 

Telephone No. 800-229-2343                               

www.cjpia.org 

 

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager         

Jim L. Barisic                                        

Founded Brandywine in 1994.                        

 

Jim also worked for the cities of 

Paramount and Cerritos.                                                               

Jim and two of his sons Brett Whitehead and        

David Barisic, and Alex Hernandez and  

Mario Urzua direct Brandywine Homes. 

                                                                                          

Now selling in Carson and Glendora, and  

coming soon in Long Beach, Whittier, La Verne,  

Santa Ana and El Monte.                                                             

Apartments available in Riverside and Murrieta. 

Some of the past communities showing the  

company legacy are found in Carson, Fullerton,  

Placentia, Norwalk, San Dimas, Duarte, Anaheim, 

Baldwin Park, and La Puente.  

                                                                                      

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400                                         
 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Special group sessions for sports teams, police and 

fire departments or other groups may be arranged. 

Raw Performance Coach William Ha, CSCS, is a certified 

strength and conditioning coach. 

Call: 714-335-4436 

                                                                                                        

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

www.rawperformancesc.com 

Those of all fitness levels and goals are welcome! 

http://www.cjpia.org/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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http://www.pars.org/ 
   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided   

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like the 

Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and   the 

PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400         

clients address unfunded obligations and lower 

liabilities. PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS    

is the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide 

agencies guiding through the process to achieve 

bottom-line results; and redefine goals and 

objectives.                                                                                                            

                                                                                             

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant  

(707) 249-5356 or kevin@kolgs.com 

 

Hong Sae, President of the Municipal Information 

Systems Association of California, presented the 

groups 2022 President’s Award to Pismo Beach                        

City Manager Jim Lewis.  

California City Manager 

Leadership 

 

Other At-Large Representatives on the League 

City Managers’ Department Officers include 

Sean McGlynn, Escondido City Manager. Sean 

was the Santa Rosa City Manager (2014-2021) 

after working nearly 6-years for El Paso, Texas. 

Cyrus Abhar, City Manager in Rancho Cordova 

since July 2015 is also an At-Large Representative. 

Cyrus will retire at the end of 2022. The other At-

Large Representative is Hayward City Manager 

Kelly McAdoo Morariu. Kelly has been City 

Manager since August 2016. League Department 

and Member Services Manager Meghan 

McKelvey keeps the group organized and 

focused.  It seems strange to not list now retired 

City Manager Wade McKinney who continues to 

be available for sage advice and direction. ***   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former               

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont, 

Chairman and CEO                          

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner  

of the Year. 

Kosmont Companies serves the needs 

of cities, counties, quasi-government agencies, 

private companies, developers and non-profit 

organizations including educational institutions 

across California. With unmatched expertise in 

public / private transactions, Kosmont Companies 

helps communities thrive by creating 

sustainable projects. 

 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges and solutions.  

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on  

approach to economic development focused  

on successful outcomes. 

 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266    

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                         

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
http://www.kosmont.com/
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“Proof of Life” Lunch Program 

Continues: 
 

Twenty-one (21) veteran public managers gathered 

on Thursday, December 1, 2022, for a “Proof of Life” 

lunch at the North Woods Inn Restaurant in the City of 

La Mirada. The next “Proof of Life” lunch will be at the 

same venue on March 30, 2023. 

A handsome group at the December 1 “Proof of Life” 

 

Lancaster City Manager 

Jason Caudle (2nd from left 

in the group picture) and 

Maywood City Administrator 

Jennifer Vasquez were at 

the December 1 lunch. This 

is Jennifer and Vern Lawson.  

 

Julio Fuentes on the left and Jon Shull with                     

Greg Korduner on the right. 

 
Please mark your calendars for Thursday, March 30, 2023, for 

the next “Proof of Life” luncheon get-together. An RSVP list 

has already been started. The list is primarily so the restaurant 

can be prepared.  
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Picking Up the Pieces: Surfside resident 

and longtime City of Cerritos City 

Manager Arthur Gallucci has worked 

for the City of Cerritos for 51-years. He 

has served as the Cerritos City 

Manager for 31-years, since 1991. Art announced his 

intent to retire effective June 30, 2023. He will be most 

difficult to replace. Trackdown wishes Art the best for 

a long, healthy and enjoyable retirement. Drew 

Corbett has served as the City Manager in the City of 

San Mateo since December 2018. He came to the San 

Mateo city staff in 2015 as Finance Director. When San 

Mateo Mayor Diane Papan was elected to the 21st 

District of the California State Assembly, it left a vacant 

“Mayor position.” Filling hat vacancy has provided the 

San Mateo City Council with a contentious challenge. 

Oceanside has more than doubled the fees 

developers must pay if they do not include affordable 

units. The in-lieu fees will go from $8.96 per square foot 

to $20 phased in over the next two years. Kelly Batten 

of the Building Industry Association of San Diego 

argues that the high fees are counterproductive. 

Jonathan Borrego is the Oceanside City Manager. 

Retired South Gate City Manager Gary Milliman, who 

served as City Manager in Brookings, Oregon before 

retiring again, and is a Municipal Court Judge in six 

rural Oregon communities, has served as an Interim 

City Manager since City Manager Janell Howard left 

the position. By local charter provisions Gary must 

conclude his services to the city by January 11, 2023. 

Gary is actively searching for a City Manager 

successor. Wade Crowfoot is the California Secretary 

of the Natural Resources Agency. He is one of four 

Natural Resources Agency officials attending the 

United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity 

meeting in Montreal, Canada. Climate actions are 

important; even after the massive winter storm that 

swept California this month, the state is sill facing the 

consequences of drought. A focus that extends a ban 

on wasteful water practices. Tehachapi City Manager 

Greg Garrett told the Greater Tehachapi Economic 

Development Council that, “Sacramento is not our 

friend.” He was addressing the serious economic 

impact the closure of local facilities of the California 

Correctional Institution. Greg said that the city expects 

to lose several hundred thousand dollars a year as a 

result of a reduced prison population. Mountain House 

may be the 8th incorporated city in San Joaquin 

County. A large Safeway opened there this month, 

and apartment complex and housing projects are 

being pursued. Mountain House has a population of 

28,000.  

 
 “Age is a case of mind over matter. If you 

don’t mind, it don’t matter.” –Satchel Paige 

 

Former Davis and Manteca City Manager Steve 

Pinkerton is the General Manager of the Mountain 

House Community Services District. Steve notes that an 

incorporation election could occur in either 

November 2023, March 2024, or November 2024. 

Fairfield City Manager Scott Timmer came to Fairfield 

in August 2016 as a Financial Services Manager. He 

previously worked for the U.S. Department of Veterans 

Affairs and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA). Scott was elevated to the Fairfield Director of 

Finance position in September 2018 and then Assistant 

City Manager in January 2022. Scott served as the 

Assistant County Administrator in Butler County, Ohio 

from July 2021 to February 2022, when he returned to 

Fairfield to serve as the City Manager. Scott earned a 

BS in accounting from the University of Dayton and an 

MBA from Ohio Dominican University. 

 

 

Nevada County, California    

County Executive Officers                        

since 1985; 
 

Alison Lehman, September 2018 to the present 

Rick Haffey, January 2003 and retired in 2018 

Ted Gaebler, January 2000 until December 2002 

David Brennan, 1995 until 1999 

Doug Latimer, 1992 until 1995 

Gene Albaugh, February 1985 to May 1992 

 

 

The 31-year City Manager 

tenure of Cerritos                     

City Manager Art Gallucci           

is coming to a close at the end 

of June 2023. 

 

 

 

 

This 1965 Ford Mustang belongs 

to retired City Manager                

Greg Korduner. It was originally 

restored by the late retired            

City Manager Frank G. Tripepi. 
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More Pieces Picked Up: City of La 

Mirada Community Services Director 

Oliver Osuna was an Activity Specialist 

in the City of Downey prior to joining 

the La Mirada city staff in 2006 as a 

Community Services Coordinator. He 

has been with La Mirada for more than 

16-years. Oliver earned a BA from 

California State University, Fullerton 

and an MPA from California State University, Long 

Beach. Members of the Technical Review Board for 

the Merced County Association of Governments 

include: Dewayne Jones, City Manager of Dos Palos; 

Greg Wellman, Interim City Manager in Los Banos; Raul 

Lomeli Mendez, CEO for the County of Merced is the 

Chair; Stephanie Dietz, City Manager in Merced; Anna 

Nicholas, Gustine City Manager; Acting Livingston City 

Manager Jennifer Riedeman; and Lori Waterman, City 

Manager in Atwater. Pismo Beach City Manager Jim 

Lewis was presented with the President’s Award from 

the Municipal Information Systems Associate of 

California at the 2022 MISAC annual conference in 

Monterey. MISAC President Hong Sae made the 

presentation.  

 

SHORTS: *La Palma City Manager Conal McNamara 

started his public service career in 2000 as a Policy 

Deputy to Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael D. 

Antonovich. *Wally Bobkiewicz, who began his career 

with the City of Long Beach and served as Santa Paula 

City Manager (2002-2009), is the current City Manager 

in Issaquah, Washington. *Retired Rosemead City 

Manager Jeff Allred (2009-2016) currently serves as a 

member of the City of La Verne Planning Commission. 

*Yvonne Wise, the Palm Springs Director of Parks and 

Recreation, previously worked as the Director of Parks 

and Recreation for the Port of San Diego.*Burney Falls 

is a 129-foot water fall within the Cascade Range and 

Modoc Plateau near Burney, an unincorporated town 

in Shasta County. *Jim Schutz, City Manager in San 

Rafael, received a certificate from the Harvard 

Kennedy School of Executive Education in Digital 

Transformation in Government: Innovating Public 

Policy & Service. *Rancho Mirage City Manager Isaiah 

Hagerman first came to the city as Finance Director in 

2012 and was appointed City Manager in May 2018. 

*Members of the California Coastal Commission 

approved another desalination plant in the Monterey 

Bay. *Mitch Barker of PARS is a resident of Fiddletown 

in Amador County, an old Gold Rush town. *Ralph 

Aranda Jr., a Santa Fe Springs resident, retired from 

Pico Rivera after holding positions in Monterey Park, 

Norwalk, Lawndale, and Bell Gardens. *Environmental 

scientists predict that the oceans will contain more 

plastic, pound for pound, than fish by the year 2050, 

according to Daily Pilot writer Sara Cardine.  

Former Artesia City Manager and founder of                        

Brandywine Home, Jim Barisic and retired Los 

Angeles County Supervisor Don Knabe.” 

 

Lancaster City Manager Jason Caudle and retired 

City Manager and Economic Development Director 

Vern Lawson. Vern is an expert bass fisherman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 


