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Santa Fe Springs City Manager Raymond R. Cruz bids 

farewell as he retired at the end of December 2022 

after a public service career of 35-years. He started as 

an Intern in Riverside and worked for the cities of 

Glendale, Carson, Rolling Hills and Santa Fe Springs. 

Trackdown congratulations to Ray!  

 

City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County 
 

Santa Clara County Incorporated in February 

1850. Its 2020 estimated population is 1,936,259. Dr. 

Jeffrey V. Smith, M.D., J.D. is the Santa Clara 

County Executive Officer. Santa Clara County has 

fifteen incorporated cities. We will work our way 

through these municipal jurisdictions five at a time. 

The first five cities include Campbell, Cupertino, 

Gilroy, Los Altos and Los Altos Hills. Neelima 

Palacherla is the Executive Officer of the Santa 

Clara Local Agency Formation Commission 

(LAFCO) and Dunia Noel is the Assistant Executive 

Officer.  
  

Subscribe to this newsletter free of charge. Go  

to the Trackdown Management web page  

and sign up with your email address: 
 

www.trackdownmanagement.net 
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https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work as a 

software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. She 

joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 2001 she 

took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 she moved to 

the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah earned a BA in 

social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law from Champlain 

College.   
                                            
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County 
 

State Senator David Dominic Cortese’s Senate 

District covers most of Santa Clara County. David’s 

father is Dominic L. Cortese a former Assemblyman 

(1980-1996). Dom was a longtime Chair of the 

Assembly Local Government Committee (1983-

1990). Dom’s local government committee staff 

included Casey Sparks Kaneko, Pam Otto, Lyle 

Defenbaugh, Barbara Gualco, Mary McMillan, 

Randy Pestor and others. Among Dom’s many 

awards and recognitions is the El Matador 

Fellowship Award from the California Contract 

Cities Association.  

 

Campbell was founded by Benjamin Campbell 

(1826-1907). The Bank of Campbell was founded in 

1895 and the city’s first newspaper, the Campbell 

Weekly Visitor began publication that year. The 

city’s historic downtown was once hay and grain 

fields. Campbell incorporated as a city in March 

1952. It’s 2020 population is put at 43,959. Brian 

Loventhal is the City Manager and Andrea Sanders 

is the City Clerk. Angelique Gaeta is the Assistant 

City Manager, and Jenny Le-Christensen is the 

Human Resources Manager. Will Fuentes is the 

Campbell Director of Finance and Natasha Bissell 

is the Director of Recreation & Community 

Services.        

 

 

 

https://www.calcities.org/education-and-

events/event/2023/02/08/default-calendar/city-

managers-conference                                                                            

 

The Westin Carlsbad, 5480 Grand Pacific Drive 

Carlsbad, California 

 

 

http://www.pars.org/ 
   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided   retirement 

plan and trust solutions designed exclusively for public 

agencies. With programs like the Pension Rate 

Stabilization Program (PRSP) and   the PARS OPEB Trust, 

PARS has helped over 400         clients address 

unfunded obligations and lower liabilities. PARS is the 

pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-kind program 

designed to provide local control over assets and 

potential for greater return than the general fund. With 

innovative retirement solutions tailored to the unique 

needs of each agency, PARS    is the largest private 

provider of multiple-employer Section 115 trusts in 

California. Since 1984 the PARS team has provided 

retirement services designed specifically for each 

public agency's unique needs aiming to provide 

superior employee benefits while improving 

management effectiveness, reducing costs, and 

simplifying administration.                                                                       

PARS can craft customized solutions; provide agencies 

guiding through the process to achieve bottom-line 

results; and redefine goals and objectives.                                                                                                            

                                                                                             

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant  

(707) 249-5356 or kevin@kolgs.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration - ICMA Conference 

https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/02/08/default-calendar/city-managers-
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/02/08/default-calendar/city-managers-
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/02/08/default-calendar/city-managers-
http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
https://lgr.icma.org/registration/
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took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 she moved to 

the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah earned a BA in 
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http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former                

City Manager Larry J. Kosmont, 

Chairman and CEO                           

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner  

of the Year. 

Kosmont Companies serves the needs 

of cities, counties, quasi-government agencies, 

private companies, developers, and non-profit 

organizations including educational institutions across 

California. With unmatched expertise in public / 

private transactions, Kosmont Companies helps 

communities thrive by creating 

sustainable projects. 

 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of  

evolving trends, challenges and solutions.  

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on  

approach to economic development focused  

on successful outcomes. 

 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266    

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Special group sessions for sports teams, police and 

fire departments or other groups may be arranged. 

Raw Performance Coach William Ha, CSCS, is a certified 

strength and conditioning coach. 

Call: 714-335-4436 

                                                                                                        

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

www.rawperformancesc.com 

 

City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County 
 

Campbell City Manager Brian K. 

Loventhal, JD, began his tenure in 

Campbell in December 2016. 

Brian previously served as the City 

Manager in the City of Monte 

Sereno (1998-2016). He began his 

public service career as an 

Assistant Planner for the Por San 

Luis Harbor District in January 1992. In April 1993 he 

took an Associate Planner position in Monte 

Sereno (1993-1995) and became the City Planner 

in Monte Sereno in July 1995. Brian became the 

Monte Sereno City Manager in December 1998. 

Brian received a 30-year ICMA Service Award in 

2022. Brian earned a BA from California State 

Polytechnic University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.chwlaw.us 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed  

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.   

             

  CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law. 

 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020). 

 

2022 Winter Newsletter 
Microsoft Word - Winter 2022 Newsletter(298295.1).docx 

(mcusercontent.com) 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700;     

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 

http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
http://www.chwlaw.us/
https://mcusercontent.com/0d60a13ea352ae7a05b90f326/files/e72860f4-c684-e51f-1ea8-c929b34a0ea6/2022_Winter_Newsletter.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/0d60a13ea352ae7a05b90f326/files/e72860f4-c684-e51f-1ea8-c929b34a0ea6/2022_Winter_Newsletter.pdf
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Trackdown Posse Roster                        
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Gardens  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, W. Sacramento 

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager; Interim, Downey 

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired San Pablo/La Quinta  

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

 

Posse Roster: 
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 
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  Trackdown Management 
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www.trackdownmanagement.net 

                                                                                         

Cell Phone Nos. 310-418-1035, or 562-896-5424 

 

 

 

 

    
http://www.nwfg.com/ 

 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an 

investment banking firm providing underwriting 

and financial advisory services to public  

agencies, and implementation of special tax 

methodologies.  Experts in mobile home park 

financings, Certificates of Participation, and  

general obligation bond financings, tax  

allocation refunding, revenue and expense 

projections modeling. 

 

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s 

President Pam Newcomb. Pam 

began her investment banking 

career in 1984. 
 

1254 Hoover Street                                                        

Carlsbad, California 92008 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government.  

He has developed successful strategies and paths     

to issues facing local government. Pat can help     

you, whether you are a City Manager looking for  

ways to turn your city around, or a developer  

needing assistance navigating the complexities  

of the political and/or entitlement process.   

 

Pat West was honored with the League of  

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for  

City Managers of Distinction.           

                                                                       

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private 

partnerships. 

                                                  

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 
 

 

 

 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
http://www.nwfg.com/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
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Picture taken by Susan Simpson on a January 7, 2023 

drive from the Coachella Valley to Orange County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.ekapr.com 

                                                                                     

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a  

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, lawyers, 

journalists, and media relations specialists.                 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within     the 

City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities within 

Los Angeles County.  

                                                                    

To contact EKA                          

please call (213) 741-1500                  

or email matt@ekapr.com 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner 

 

City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County 
 

Natasha Bissell is the Director of 

Recreation & Community Services 

for the City of Campbell.  She 

joined the city staff in October 

2000 as a Recreation Coordinator. 

During her nearly 23-years with the 

city she worked her way up in the department to 

her current position. Natasha earned a BA from the 

University of California, Santa Barbara and an MBA 

from Notre Dame de Namur University.      

 

In 2001, Angelique Gaeta served as a Deputy City 

Attorney in the City of San Jose. In August 2011, 

Angelique became the Assistant to the City 

Manager in San Jose. In 2016 she served as the 

Interim Deputy City Manager in the City of Half 

Moon Bay. After a little more than 5-years with the 

Valley Transportation Agency in San Jose, 

Angelique was hired to be the Assistant City 

Manager in the City of Campbell. She earned a BA 

in history from the University of California, Berkeley 

and a J.D. degree from the Santa Clara University 

School of Law.  

 

Jenny Le-Christensen has served as the Campbell 

Human Resources Manager since February 2022 

after working a little more than 7-years as an 

independent consultant. Before that Jenny 

worked with the County of San Mateo in three 

different positions starting in 2007 following service 

as an Event Coordinator for Redwood City. Jenny 

earned a BS from San Jose State University and an 

MPA from the University of San Francisco. In 2015 

she was the recipient of the Lieutenant Barbara 

Hammerman Memorial Scholarship. Jenny has 

been an active volunteer with the San Mateo 

County Sheriff’s Department.  

 
“Every city manager has to deal with the reality that there is a 

political component to the job,” said Irvine City Manager 

Oliver Chi when he served as the Rosemead City Manager. 

“But we must continue to strive in all ways to remain apolitical 

in our efforts to serve every single council member.”  

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
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City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County 
 

Cupertino in the beginning was 

known primarily as a fruit growing 

area. Almost all of the land within 

the city’s current boundaries was 

planted with plum, apricot and 

cherry orchards. As a result of improved 

accessibility due to the construction of an electric 

railway, the first Cupertino housing tract was built 

in the mid-20th century. Cupertino incorporated in 

October 1955. The 2020 population is 60,381. The 

city is known as the home of Apple Incorporated. 

Pamela Wu is the City Manager and Kirsten 

Squarcia is the City Clerk. Rachelle Sander is the 

Director of Parks and Recreation, and Matt Morley 

is the Public Works Director. The Administrative 

Services Director in Kristina Alfaro and the 

Community Development Director in Ben Fu.      

 

Cupertino City Manager 

Pamela Wu began her working 

career as a designer with 

private sector architects in 

1998. In 2001 joined the 

planning staff of the County of 

Santa Clara and began 

working her way up in the 

department.  When she was a Senior Planner 

(2001-2018) she took a Senior Planner position with 

the City of Gilroy (2018-2019). In July 2019 Pamela 

was hired as the Planning and Housing Manager 

for the City of San Bruno. After working as 

Community and Economic Development Director 

she was hired in August 2022 to serve as the City 

Manager for the City of Cupertino. Pamela earned 

two BA degrees from the University of California, 

Berkeley. She is a licensed AICP architect.  

 

Rachelle Sander has worked with Cupertino for 

nearly 22-years, starting as a part-time Recreation 

Leader in 2001. She was appointed Director in 

October 2022. She earned a BA in recreation 

administration from San Diego State University. 

 

 

 

https://www.climatec.com/ 

 
Founded in 1975, Climatec has grown from 

 humble beginnings into one of the largest  

providers of building technology and energy 

efficiency solutions in the nation – and Climatec  

has been a proud member of the Robert Bosch 

 family since 2015. 

Led by a highly credentialed team with more  

than 300 years of combined industry experience, 

Climatec helps public agencies find general fund 

 relief through renewed infrastructure and funding 

solutions. The firm has delivered thousands of 

successful energy efficiency programs to public  

sector clients, including education, local, county,  

state and federal governments. 

 
Regional Managers 

Ashley Cascio and 

Tyler Girtman 
 

Southern California Telephone: 949-474-0955                            

Bay Area Telephone: 925-558-2729 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.climatec.com/
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http://rwglaw.com/ 

                                                                                                   

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients  

seeking reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. 

RWG delivers practical advice and solutions tailored  

to the unique needs of public entities. 

  

Working seamlessly across offices in Los 

Angeles, San Francisco, Orange 

County, Temecula and the Central 

Coast. The RWG team of experts 

provides the full scope of public law 

services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from listening 

carefully and asking the right questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the                       

Board of Trustees of the California City  

Management Foundation (CCMF).     

   Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

  

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint  

Powers Authority (JPA) with the goal 

 of helping communities fund critical 

projects. ICFA has assisted funding more than $500 

million in critical community projects, from hospitals  

to charter schools, municipal utilities and housing. 
 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                         

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

info@ICFAuthority.org 

 

 

 

City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County 
 

Gilroy, rich in Spanish and Mexican 

history, incorporated in March 

1870. The community’s origin is with 

the village of San Ysidro. At 

incorporation the name was 

selected to honor John Gilroy, who emigrated 

from Scotland to California in1814. Gilroy is known 

as the Garlic Capital of the World. The 2019 

estimated population is 59,032. Jimmy Forbis is the 

City Administrator Bryce Atkins is a Senior 

Management Analyst and Rachelle Bedell is the 

Communication and Engagement Manager. Thai 

Pham is the City Clerk and Harjot Sangha is the 

Finance Director.  Daryl Jordan is the Director of 

Public Works and Pedro Espinoza is the Gilroy Chief 

of Police.  

 

Jimmy Forbis joined the Gilroy city staff in 

November 2016 as Finance Director. In 2020 he 

served 8-months as the Interim City Administrator 

and was appointed City Administrator starting in 

October 2020. Jimmy served as the Parks & 

Recreation Supervisor in Los Altos Hill starting in 

March 2003. In 2005 he took a Management 

Analyst position with San Mateo County and in 

October 2007 he became the Budget Manager 

for the City of Morgan Hill. He then worked as the 

Finance Director in Monterey before coming to 

Gilroy. Jimmy has a BA in recreation administration 

from the University of Kansas and an MPA from San 

Jose State University.  

 

From 2008 to 2015, Rachelle Bedell 

operated Rachelle Lee Photography in 

Gilroy. She joined the Gilroy city staff as 

Public Information Technician in 2015. 

Rachelle moved up in the organization and 

became the Communication and Engagement 

Manager in July 2019. Rachelle earned a BA from 

Brigham Young University and an MS in mass 

communications from San Jose State University.  

http://rwglaw.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
mailto:info@ICFAuthority.org
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Retired City Manager Wade G. McKinney  

recently visited Atascadero City Hall. Wade  

started his career as an Assistant Planner in 

 La Puente in 1979. He served as Planning Director  

in Taft starting in 1980 and became Taft Assistant  

City Manager and Director of Planning & Building in 

1984. In 1986 Wade was hired to be the Shafter City 

Manager and in August 1997 he was selected to be 

the City Manager for the City of Atascadero. After  

16-years he moved to the City Manager post in 

 Indian Wells where he retired in April 2019. Wade 

 is an ICMA Credentialed Manager and long time  

past President of the California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF). Wade received a 40-year 

 ICMA Service Award in 2019.  

 

City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County 
 

Harjot Sangha is the City of Gilroy 

Director of Finance. Harjot began his 

municipal government career as an 

Accountant in Morgan Hill in May 

2013. He was promoted to 

Accounting Manager in July 2016 and 

then to Assistant to the City Manager 

in July 2019. After nearly 8-years Harjot left Morgan 

Hill to become the Director of Finance in the City 

of Gilroy on April 1, 2021. He earned a bachelor’s 

degree in business administration with a 

concentration in accounting from San Francisco 

State University. Reportedly he is pursuing an MPA. 

He is certified by AGA as a Certified Government 

Financial Manager (CGFM).  

 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 

 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations. 

Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized                       

emphasis on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-   

Program Administration and Oversight 

Agent Services; Mortgage program                                                            

Administration Services; Mortgage 

Insurance Product Research/Development. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

Telephone: 909-345-849 

 

                                                                                              

A Northern California “Proof of Life” lunch was held on 

December 6, 2022 at Mimi’s Café in Fairfield. Eleven 

veteran public managers gathered including Terry 

Dugan, Joe Tanner, Bob Murray, Rich Ramirez, Dwight 

Stenbakken, Chris McKensie, Jeff Kolin, Marcia Raines, 

John Shirey, Rod Wood and Kevin O’Rourke. Special 

“Thanks” go to Rod Wood for organizing the lunch. 

Thanks to Kevin for the information and the picture. 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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https://contractcities.org/ 

 

  Jeff Wood, Lakewood, President 

Ali Sajjad Taj, Artesia, Vice President 

                  Marcel Rodarte, Executive Director                                                                   

 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210                                  

Cerritos, California 90703                                              

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

 

City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County 
 

Los Altos was originally called “Banks 

and Braes”. In 1906 the Altos Land 

Company began the development 

of Los Altos. In 1908 the Southern 

Pacific Railroad improve passenger 

and freight service through Los Altos. In 1949 a 

dissatisfaction with the zoning policies of Sant 

Clara County and the threat of annexation by 

Palo Alto and Mountain View led to a Los Altos 

incorporation in December 1952. The 2020 

estimated population is 31,625. Gabriel Engeland is 

the City Manager and June Du is the Finance 

Director starting in October 2022. City Clerk 

Andrea Chelemengos retired in May 2022. Irene 

Barragán Silipin is the Los Altos Human Resources 

Director.  

 

Los Altos City Manager Gabriel 

Engeland worked as the Assistant to 

the Town Manager in Gilbert, Arizona 

in 2012. In February 2015 Gabriel was 

hired to serve as the City Manager of 

Trinidad, Colorado. In March 2017 he 

started his tenure as the City Manager for the City 

of Sierra Madre. After nearly four and a half years 

he left Sierra Madre to become City Manager in 

Los Altos. Gabe earned a BS from Central 

Michigan University, an MS in human resource 

development from Louisiana State University and 

an MPA from The University of Kansas.   

 

Los Altos Finance Director June Du joined the city 

staff in 2021. She previously worked for the cities of 

Rio Vista, Willits and San Pablo. She was the 

Finance Director in both Rio Vista and Willits. June 

earned a BS in economics from Nankai University 

and an MS in civil engineering from Ohio University. 

Suzanne Niederhofer served as Interim Finance 

Director until June took the post.  

 
“The best coaches don’t 

do it for the money…” –Anonymous 

https://contractcities.org/
https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
https://www.willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services.aspx
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City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County 
 

Irene Barragán Silipin is the 

Human Resources Director for 

the City of Los Altos. She began 

her working careerin 1997 and 

after a couple private sector 

employers she joined the city 

staff for Redwood City in 

September 2002, working in the City Manager’s 

Office. In July 2005 she took a Senior Workforce 

Planning Analyst position with San Jose State 

University. In August 2007 she became a Human 

Resources Analyst with San Jose. Irene took a 

Senior Human Resources Analyst post with the City 

of Milpitas starting in August 2012. She moved to 

the City of Palo Alto as Human Resources Manager 

in July 2016. After a little more than 5-years, Irene 

came to the City of Los Altos as Human Resource 

Manager and in July 2022 she was promoted to 

Human Resources Director. Irene earned a BA from 

Saint Mary’s College of California. She also took 

courses at San Jose State University. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.olsonhomes.com/ 
 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities.      

Since 1988, The Olson Company mission                                

has been to work hand-in-hand with cities to  

solve the critical shortage of urban housing  

by promoting and investing in responsible 

development that improves quality of life for 

everyone. The company has successfully partnered 

with more than 100 cities since 1988. 
 

Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

 

3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100  

Seal Beach, CA 90740-2751 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tripepismith.com/ 

 
“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready to help  

with outreach campaigns, video production,  

content writing, messaging, graphic work, technology 

infrastructure and websites." 

 

 

 

 
 

USI has developed sophisticated employee 

benefit programs for public entities for more 

than 30-years. USI helps agencies design 

innovative benefit solutions and provide  

benefit education to bargaining units. 
 

The power of USI, and its ability to bring 

 best-in-class solutions and services to clients  

and communities, is achieved through the 

 collective knowledge and experience of 

 professionals coming together as ONE. 
 

 For more information contact            

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010  

or gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                              

www.usi.com 
21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                                     

Torrance, CA 90503    

https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://www.tripepismith.com/
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.usi.com/
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www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Former Artesia City Manager          

Jim L. Barisic                                        

Founded Brandywine in 1994.                        

 

Jim also worked for the cities  

of Paramount and Cerritos.                                                               

Jim and two of his sons Brett Whitehead and         

David Barisic, and Alex Hernandez and  

Mario Urzua direct Brandywine Homes. 

                                                                                          

Now selling in Carson and Glendora, and  

coming soon in Long Beach, Whittier, La Verne,  

Santa Ana and El Monte.                                                      

Apartments available in Riverside and Murrieta. 

Some of the past communities showing the  

company legacy are found in Carson, Fullerton,  

Placentia, Norwalk, San Dimas, Duarte, Anaheim, 

Baldwin Park, and La Puente.  

                                                                                      

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400                                         
 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest associations  

of its kind in the nation. 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

 

Dominique Samario, Murrieta, President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.mmanc.org 

 

John Stefanski, Dublin, President 

 

 

City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County 
 

Manny Hernandez is the Parks and Recreation 

Director for the City of Los Altos. He started with the 

city in January 2015 as a Recreation and 

Community Services Director. He served as the 

Maintenance Services Director from August 2018 

and July 2022. Manny became the Parks & 

Recreation Director in July 2011. He earned a BS in 

kinesiology from California State University, San 

Bernardino and a MPA from California State 

University, East Bay.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City 

Manager Robert "Bob" Hinderliter. HdL 

expanded and improved with the help 

of a partnership with former City 

Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s 

retired Executive Chairman.                     

Andy Nickerson is the President/CEO. Other members 

of the HdL team include Vikki Beatley, Paula Cone, 

Barry Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly Konczak, David 

McPherson, and Bobby Young.  

 

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology and consulting services that enable cities, 

counties and special districts to better serve their 

constituents.  

 

HdL’s team of professionals currently serve more than 

600 agencies nationwide. HdL Companies offers 

support services and software that includes sales, use 

and transactions taxes, economic development, 

property taxes, business license fees, transient 

occupancy tax, short-term rental compliance, rent 

control, indirect cost recovery, utility users tax, and 

cannabis regulation and taxation.  

                                                                                           

120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California                                                                      

Telephone 888-861-0220 

http://www.brandywinedev.com/
https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.mmanc.org/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County 
 

Los Altos Hills mean “The Heights” in Spanish. The 

town is among a group of small hills and maintains 

a rural environment. Los Altos Hills has prohibited 

commercial zoning. Their only businesses are the 

bookstore at Foothill College and the gift shop at 

the local monastery facility. Though Los Altos Hills’ 

zip code is 94022, the town has not post office or 

library. In 2017 the zip code was ranked by Forbes 

as the 3rd most expensive in the U.S. with a median 

home price of $7,755,000. Retired San Francisco 

Giants baseball star Barry Bonds is listed as a 

notable resident. Actor and director Max Thieriot is 

also listed. The city incorporated in January 1956 

and the 2020 population is set at 8,489. Dr. Peter 

Pirnejad has been the City Manager since 

October 2021 and Deborah Padovan is the City 

Clerk.  The Administrative Services Director is Sarina 

Revillar and Sarah Robustelli is the Community 

Services Manager. Sofia Mangalam is the Los Altos 

Hills Planning and Building Director and Woojae 

Kim is the Public Works Director and City Engineer. 

Cody Einfalt is a Management Analyst with the City 

Manager’s Office.  

Telephone No. 800-229-2343                               

www.cjpia.org  

 

Los Altos Hills City Manager Dr. Peter 

Pirnejad began his public service 

career as a Planning Assistant in the 

City of Vernon in January 1998. In 

February 2001 Peter joined the 

Westlake Village staff as a Senior 

Planner. After 4-years in Westlake Village Peter was 

hired to be the Community Development Director 

in the City of Selma, and after a short time he 

became the Planning Manager in Lodi in October 

2005. In September 2008 Peter went to Daly City as 

the Assistant Director of Economic and 

Community Development. In November 2012 he 

was hired as the Director of Development Services 

for the City of Palo Alto, In 2018 he worked as a 

Napa Assistant City Manager for about 8-months. 

He then worked for a private firm in Redwood City 

for a little more than 2-years before he served 8-

months as the City Manager in Foster City. Peter 

was appointed Los Altos Hills City Manager starting 

in November 2021. Peter served as the President of 

the Planning and Community Development 

Department of the League of California Cities 

(2013-2014). He earned a BA from 

the University of California, Santa 

Barbara and a Masters and 

Doctorate from the University of 

Southern California Sol Price 

School of Public Policy (USC). 

Peter received a 20-year ICMA 

Service Award in 2022.  
 

 

Veteran retired City Manager Wade McKinney, who 

served as City Manager in Shafter, Atascadero and 

Indian Wells. On his recent visit to the Central Coast he 

and his wife Cheryl stopped by the Pismo Beach Pier 

where the City Manager is Jim Lewis. Jim served as 

Wade’s assistant in Atascadero. 

http://www.cjpia.org/
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http://www.nwfg.com/contact-us.html 

Newcomb Williams Financial Group                                          
1254 Hoover Street                                             

Carlsbad, California 92008  

Telephone: 760-860-0222 

Email address: info@nwfg.com 

Newcomb Williams Financial Group (NWFG) is a 

woman-owned subsidiary of an investment 

banking firm providing underwriting and financial 

advisory services to municipalities, government 

entities, non-profit corporations and school districts 

NWFG specializations include mobile home parks, 

certificates of participation (COPs), general 

obligation bond, successor agencies tax 

allocation refunding’s, revenue and expense 

projections modeling, public utilities and energy 

financings and implementations of special tax 

methodologies. 

NWFG partners have more than 30-years of 

experience working with local governments. “After 

many years in municipal finance we decided to 

form NWFG to provide an opportunity to work with 

long term business partners in ventures,” President 

Pam Newcomb recently explained. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pam Newcomb President/Chief Executive Officer 

 

Pam Newcomb President/Chief Executive Officer 

Pam entered the public sector 

with the County of San 

Bernardino, where she served as 

Housing Finance Officer and 

Deputy Director of the 

Department of Economic and 

Community Development. She 

began her investment banking 

career in 1984. She specializes in redevelopment 

and municipal facility financings while also 

developing and administering innovative 

programs in Mobile Home Park Non-Profit 

financing, including multi- and single-family 

affordable housing transactions. Pam Newcomb is 

a FINRA Principal, holds a BA in Economics and 

Urban Geography from California State University, 

San Bernardino, and attended graduate school at 

the University of California, Santa Barbara. Pam 

graduated from Palm Springs High School in Palm 

Springs, California.  
 

 

Newcomb Williams retained the professionals at 

Tripepi Smith to create the firm’s logo. A simple 

design, able to stand alone or with the company 

name, was decided on. The company’s new 

branding graphic was born. 

http://www.nwfg.com/contact-us.html
mailto:info@nwfg.com
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Picking Up the Pieces: Retired City 

Manager Dr. Frank I. Benest is on the 

cover of the January 2023 issue of PM 

magazine. Frank currently provides 

consultant and trainer services to 

public agencies. He also serves as the 

ICMA Liaison for the Next Generation 

Initiatives. Frank also teaches at 

Stanford University. He served as City Manager in Colton 

(1986-1989), Brea (1989-2000) and Palo Alto (2000-2008). 

Frank is an ICMA Credentialed Manager. He earned a 

BA from Yale University, MPA from California State 

University, and a Doctorate in education from Brigham 

Young University. In 2005 Frank received a 35-year ICMA 

Service Award. Raymond R. Cruz, City Manager for the 

City of Santa Fe Springs, has retired at the end of last 

year (2022). Ray began his public service career as an 

Administrative Intern in the City of Riverside. Ray was a 

Coro Fellow in 1985-1986. After a few months with the 

San Francisco office of the US Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) Ray went to work as the Assistant to the 

City Manager in the City of Glendale. Ray worked in 

Glendale for nearly 14 and a half years before he took 

the Director of Community Services position in the City 

of Carson for the next nearly 13-years (2001-2013). Ray 

started his tenure as a city manager in the City of Rolling 

Hills in November 2013. In March 2018 Ray became the 

6th City Manager in Santa Fe Springs history. Ray earned 

a BA from the University of California, Riverside and an 

MPA from the University of Southern California (USC). 

San Ramon City Manager Joe Gorton is retiring this 

month (January 2023). He worked for the city about 16-

years, the last six as city manager. He worked in various 

positions with the Sheriff’s Department of the County of 

Contra Costa from May 1988 to November 2006. Joe 

joined the San Ramon police department as a Captain 

in November 2006. He served as the Chief of Police from 

November 2013 to January 2017, and he became City 

Manager in January 2017. Joe earned an AA degree 

from Butte College, and a BA and MS in organizational 

development from the University of San Francisco. In 

2022 he received a 30-year ICMA Service Award. San 

Rafael City Manager Jim Schutz will retire this summer 

2023 after 19-years with the city and began his tenure 

as City Manager in 2015. Assistant City Manager Cristine 

Alilovich has said that she will apply for the position. Jim 

began his career in June 1989 as a Planning Technician 

in the City of Santa Barbara. He was a Peace Corps 

volunteer in 1990-1992. Jim worked for Contra Costa 

County, the Cities of Pinole and San Jose and he 

returned to the City of Pinole as Assistant City Manager 

(2004-2006). Jim joined the San Rafael city staff as 

Assistant City Manager in January 2007. He was 

appointed City Manager in August 2015.   

  

 

Founder of Brandywine 

Homes and former Artesia 

City Manager Jim Barisic 

and former Brea City 

Manager and Mayor 

Wayne Wedin at a 2022    

“Proof of Life” lunch. The 

next lunch is March 30. 

Put it on your calendar.  

 

 

Notes and Letters from Readers:  
 

Happy New Year. 

 

Hello from your former intern, almost 50 years ago! 

 

I’ve been meaning to get in touch for a while to say 

‘Thank You’ for hiring me back in 1974 to work for you 

in Hawaiian Gardens which got me started on my 

professional career in public administration. 

 

Every month when I get my PERS check I am thankful 

that you opened the first door for me that eventually 

led to 30+ years of PERS service credits. 

 

I hope this note finds you and your family in good 

health and I wish you the best for the upcoming year. 

--Charlie Wagner 

                                                                                                                                                                                              

Took the time to read from beginning to end.  Love it, 

and really enjoyed recognizing so many names that 

we worked with. 

      Happy New Year Jack and Susan.                                                                                                                                               

–Sharon Olivito 

                                                                                                     

I have been a reader of the newsletter since 2008. 

Having retired from my career in Recreation 10 years 

ago, I was pleasantly surprised to see my name in the 

'Picking up the Pieces' section of the December 2022 

edition. I read each of your newsletters just to see the 

names of people I may have crossed paths with 

throughout my career. 

Thanks for the 'shout'. I look forward to reading more 

newsletters.                                                                           

--Ralph Aranda 

 

                                                                                                    

“One glance at a book and you hear the voice of 

another person, perhaps someone dead from 1,000 

years. To read is to voyage through time.”                                     

—Carl Sagan 
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More Pieces Picked Up: Vency Woo is a 

Management Analyst with the City of 

Los Altos. Vency worked in the private 

sector in 1998 and then as a GIS 

Technician for Contra Costa County 

starting in January 2000. She joined the 

city staff in Milpitas as a GIS/CAD 

Technician and worked as an 

Engineering Aide there until July 2012 

when she was hired by Los Altos as an Engineering 

Technician in July 2018. In July 2022, Vency was 

appointed to her Management Analyst position. She 

earned a BA in geography from the University of 

California, Santa Barbara. Dr. Jeffrey V. Smith, M.D., J.D., 

the Santa Clara County Executive Officer, announced 

his retirement effective July 1, 2023. He has served the 

county as Executive Officer for the past 13-years, 

appointed in September 2009. He earned an M.D. from 

the University of Southern California (USC), School of 

Medicine and a Juris Doctorate from the University of 

California, Berkeley. He is a member of the California 

State Bar. Dr. Smith has served as a member of the 

Board of Supervisors in Contra Costa County and as a 

member of the City of Martinez City Council. Dunia Noel 

is the Assistant Executive Officer for the Santa Clara 

Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO). Dunia 

earned a BS from the University of California, Davis and 

a Master’s degree in city and urban, community and 

regional planning from the University of California, 

Berkeley. Before joining the LAFCO staff, Dunia worked 

as a planner in Alameda and Santa Clara Counties. She 

has been with LAFCO since October 2001. Following the 

23-year La Verne City Manager tenure of City Manager 

Martin Lomeli, retired in 2010, City Manager Bob Russi 

retired in August 2022. Bob joined the La Verne city staff 

in 2001 and served as the Assistant to the City Manager 

and later Assistant City Manager. Bob previously 

worked for the City of Walnut in Parks and Recreation 

and in the City Manager’s office. He was hired in Walnut 

in 1990. Former Fullerton City Manager and Laguna 

Beach Assistant City Manager Ken Domer is the current 

City Manager for the City of La Verne. He took over from 

Interim City Manager Jesse Duff, a highly thought of 

veteran retired city manager. 

 
Former Campbell City Manager Amy Brown (2012-2013) was 

recently acknowledged with this amazing award. Amy 

previously worked in various position for 

the City & County of San Francisco, 

including Acting City Administrator. 

Amy served with the Santa Clara 

County Consumer and Environmental 

Protection Agency from February 2013 

to June 2017. Amy lives in New Mexico. 

She is the Chief Operating Officer for 

Adelante Consulting, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Traveling from the Coachella Valley to Orange County. 

(Photo by Casey Simpson) 

                                                                                            

Santa Ana took Gerry Serrano’s full-time paid union 

President job away and will require him to spend half his 

time doing police work. Gerry has many lawsuits against 

the City of Santa Ana stemmed from his full-time paid 

union job. It turned out that getting paid to not do 

police work backfired on him as it impacts his pension. 

He has been trying to compel the City of Santa Ana to 

backfill his pension. Sonoma is recruiting for a new City 

Manager. A starting annual salary on $215,900 has been 

established. Round one interviews will be taking place 

virtually via Zoom on March 3, 2023. Round two 

interviews are schedule for in-person meetings on 

March 16, 2023. Those interested should submit a 

Resume and cover letter by submitted by February 2, 

2023. https://wbcpinc.com/job-board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retired City Managers Don Penman and                        

Jim DeStefano. Both of these gentlemen have been 

supporters of the “Proof of Life” lunch program. The 

next POL lunch is planned for March 30. 

https://wbcpinc.com/job-board
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: Ventura 

Assistant City Manager Akbar Alikhan is 

serving as Acting City Manager following 

the separation agreement approved 

with City Manager Alex McIntyre. The 

new acting city manager is working with Deputy City 

Manager Barry Fisher, City Clerk Michael B. MacDonald 

and Public Information Officer Heather Sumagaysay. 

Akbar worked as a Public Works Analyst in the City of 

Thousand Oaks (2010-2014) before he became a 

consultant. In June 2017 he became the General 

Manager of the Channel Islands Beach Community 

Services District. He was hired in June 2019 as the 

Assistant City Manager in Ventura. He earned a BS and 

MPA from Cornell University.    

SHORTS: *Award-winning speaker, author and coach 

Heather Hansen O’Neill will be the Keynote speaker at 

the February 22-24 “Local Government Reimagined 

Conference” in Oklahoma City. *Former MMANC 

President (2000-2001), former Hanford City Manager 

and former CCMF Board Member Hilary Straus is the 

General Manager of the Citrus Heights Water District. 

*Lake Forest Deputy City Manager Brett Channing 

serves as the Vice Chair and Governance Committee 

Chair for the Board of Directors of the Institute for Local 

Government. *Angelique Gaeta, Assistant City 

Manager in the City of Campbell, worked in Half Moon 

Bay and San Jose, and earned a BA from the University 

of California, Berkeley and a J.D. from Santa Clara 

University, School of Law. *Neelima Palacherla is the 

Executive Officer of the Santa Clara Local Agency 

Formation Commission (LAFCO) and Dunia Noel is the 

Assistant Executive Officer. *Shelly Wishner, who has 

earned a BA and MA in communication and media 

studies, is a part-time Public Information Assistant for the 

City of Claremont. *Assistant to the City Manager John 

Stefanski of the City of Dublin is the 2023 President of the 

Municipal Management Association of Northern 

California (MMANC). *Yorba Linda Planning Manager 

Nate Farnsworth previously worked in planning for the 

City of Rancho Santa Margarita. *Nadine Levin-Abrams 

retired as the Mountain View Assistant City Manager in 

June 2010 after more than 20-years with the city and 

continues to serve as an Adjunct Faculty Member for 

the University of San Francisco. *Hillsborough Public 

Works Director Martha DeBry, who has worked for the 

city nearly 27-years, is a past recipient of the John H. Nail 

Memorial Award presented by the City Managers’ 

Department of the League of California Cities. *Ron 

Bow has served as the City Manager for the City of 

Monterey Park since August 2017, and he was 

previously the Public Works Director and Assistant City 

Manager. *David Maistros has served as the City 

Manager for the City of Avalon since January 2022 

following his work for the City of Twinsburg, Ohio.  

 

 

 

A distinguished group on a special event tour of the 

Nethercutt Museum in Sylmar on November 10, 2022.  

One the left in the dark blue baseball cap is retired 

Huntington Park City Manager Gregory Korduner, a 

co-founder of the “Proof of Life.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 
 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; 

you don't need them often but when you do, they 

had better work." 
 

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his sons, 

Jason Gonsalves and Paul Gonsalves, 

are expert Local government lobbyists.  

The firm represents 50-plus cities and is a 

key player in city legislation. The firm 

works closely with the League of 

 California Cities and comes highly 

recommend among local government officials. 
 

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time Member 

of the CCMF Board of Trustees 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

925 L Street, Suite 250 

Sacramento, California 95814 

https://gonsalvi.com/

