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As of 2018, 168 palm oases are known to exist in the 

desert. The palms were distributed by the indigenous 

Indian population and the animals in the area. They 

say that coyotes were carriers in their dung. We salute 

James W. Cornett, a desert ecologist for his research 

and attention to detail regarding the palm trees in the 

desert. Evidence suggests that the Cahuilla Indians 

and their ancestor played a major role in bringing 

palms into California and the Coachella Valley.  
 

 

       

City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County Part 2 
 

Santa Clara County, home of the San Francisco 

49ers, incorporated in February 1850. The 2020 

estimated population is 1,936,259. Dr. Jeffrey V. 

Smith, M.D., J.D. is the Santa Clara County 

Executive Officer. Santa Clara County has fifteen 

incorporated cities. This is the second in a three-

part series covering those cities. The second five 

cities include Los Gatos, Milpitas, Monte Sereno, 

Morgan Hill and Mountain View.  Santa Clara 

County has a population of 1,928,000 in an area 

of 1,291 square miles. The median home price in 

the county is $1,397,00. 

 
  

Subscribe to this newsletter free of charge. Go 

to the Trackdown Management web page 

and sign up with your email address: 
 

www.trackdownmanagement.net 
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borah Collins began her working career in Sausalito as an Administrative Assistant 

with an information technology and services firm in 1983.  In 1984 she went to work 

as a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.  
                                           
    

 

“You cannot make footprints on the sands of time 

by sitting on your butt…and who wants to make 

butt-prints.”  ---Bob Moawad 

 

 

City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County Part 2 
 

Los Gatos is Spanish for “The Cats.” 

Reference is made to the cougars 

and bobcats that are indigenous 

to the foothills where the town is 

located. The first settlers in the area 

were two soldiers that strayed from 

a Missionary group in November 1769. The 

founding of the town dates to the mid-1850s with 

the building of flour-milling operations along Los 

Gatos Creek, then called Jones’s Creek. The town 

incorporated as Los Gatos in August 1887. 

Between 1891 and 1929 oil wells were drilled in 

and around Los Gatos but much of the oil 

exploration was abandoned around 1938. The 

2020 population is set at 33,529. Laurel Prevetti is 

the Town Manager and Arn Andrews is the 

Assistant Town Manager. Wendy Wood is the Town 

Clerk. The Chief of Police is Jamie Field, 

Community Development Director is Joel Paulson, 

and the Interim Finance Director is Gitta Ungvari. 

The Human Resources Director is Salina Glores, the 

Library Director is Ryan Barker, the Economic 

Vitality Manager is Monica Renn and Parks and 

Public Works Director is Nicolle Burnham. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Registration - ICMA Conference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://rwglaw.com/ 

                                                                                                   

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients  

seeking reliable, efficient, and effective legal  

counsel. RWG delivers practical advice and  

solutions tailored to the unique needs of  

public entities. 

Working seamlessly across offices in  

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange 

County, Temecula, and the Central 

Coast. The RWG team of experts 

provides the full scope of public law 

services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from  

listening carefully and asking the right questions. 

 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the                       

Board of Trustees of the California City  

Management Foundation (CCMF).  

   Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

https://lgr.icma.org/registration/
http://rwglaw.com/
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https://www.wolfhousing.com/ 

 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Cell No. 949-235-0525 

Telephone: 909-345-849                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 

 

Wolf & Company Inc., founded in 1993, provides 

municipal consulting services, to State and local 

government, and not for profit corporations. 

Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized                       

emphasis on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-   

Program Administration and Oversight 

Agent Services; Mortgage program                                                            

Administration Services; Mortgage 

Insurance Product Research/Development. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
560 East Commercial Street, Suite 16                                  

Pomona, California 91767 

Telephone: 909-345-849 

 

 

 
 

 

MMASC is one of the oldest and largest  

associations of its kind in the nation. 

https://www.mmasc.org/ 

 

Dominique Samario, Murrieta, President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.mmanc.org 

John Stefanski, Dublin, President 

City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County Part 2 
 

Los Gatos Town Manager Laurel 

Prevetti earned a BS and MS from 

the University of California, Berkeley. 

She served as an Adjunct Professor 

for San Jose State University for 

more than 11-years between 2003 

and 2014. Laurel served as the 

Assistant Director of the Department of Planning, 

Building and Code Enforcement in the City of San 

Jose. In May 2014 she joined the city staff in the 

Town of Los Gatos as the Assistant Town Manager 

and Community Development Director, and in 

September 2015 she began her tenure as the Town 

Manager. 

 

 

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com 

 

Jim L. Barisic, former Artesia City 

Manager who also worked in 

Cerritos and Paramount, and is a 

Viet  Nam veteran, founded 

Brandywine in 1994.                      

 

Jim also worked for the cities  

of Paramount and Cerritos. Jim and two of his  

sons Brett Whitehead and David Barisic,   

Alex Hernandez and Mario Urzua direct 

 Brandywine Homes. 

                                                                                          

Now selling in Carson and Glendora, and  

coming soon in Long Beach, Whittier, La Verne,  

Santa Ana and El Monte. Apartments available 

 in Riverside and Murrieta. Some of the past 

communities showing the company legacy are  

found in Carson, Fullerton, Placentia, Norwalk,  

San Dimas, Duarte, Anaheim, Baldwin Park, and  

La Puente.  

                                                                                      

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400                                         

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                    
16580 Aston Street, Irvine, California 

https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://www.mmasc.org/
http://www.mmanc.org/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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City Executives in                                                           
Santa Clara County Part 2 

 

Arn Andrews worked at the 

Chicago Board Options Exchange 

of the American Stock Exchange, 

New York Options Exchange from 

1987 to 1999. In 2007 Arn was 

named a Local Government 

Management Fellow by ICMA and worked with 

the city staff in San Jose. He was named a Cash 

Management & Banking Manager in December 

2007 by San Jose. He began working his way up in 

the San Jose organization as Investment Officer in 

February 2008; Treasury Division Manager in 

October 2009; Acting Assistant Director of Finance 

in September 2011; and Assistant Director of 

Finance in January 2013. He served as the San 

Jose Chief Investment Officer starting in March 

2014. Arn left the City of San Jose to become the 

Los Gatos Assistant Town Manager in May 2017. 

He earned a BBA from Adelphi University and an 

MPA from New Mexico State University.  

 

Nicolle Burnham is the Director of Parks and Public 

Works for the Town of Los Gatos. After working for 

a private sector firm for some 17-plus years in 

Connecticut, Nicolle was hire in San Jose to serve 

as Parks Manager for the Capital Team in 2015. 

She became the General Manager for Happy 

Hollow Park and Zoo in April 2016. Nicolle was 

Deputy Director of Recreation and Neighborhood 

Services in 2017, first in an interim capacity. In 

August 2022 she took the Los Gatos Director of 

Parks and Public Works Department. She earned 

a BS in civil engineering from Worcester 

Polytechnic Institute and an MBA from the 

University of Connecticut. 

 

 

“Success is personal, so stop 

comparing your apples to their 

oranges.” 

---Yohancé Salimu 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.icfauthority.org/ 

  

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

                                                                    

The Independent Cities Finance 

Authority is an unaffiliated Joint Powers 

Authority (JPA) with the goal of helping 

communities fund critical projects. 

ICFA has assisted funding more than 

$500 million in critical community projects, from 

hospitals to charter schools, municipal utilities and 

housing. 
 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                         

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

info@ICFAuthority.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USI has developed sophisticated employee 

benefit programs for public entities for more 

than 30-years. USI helps agencies design 

innovative benefit solutions and provide  

benefit education to bargaining units. 
 

The power of USI, and its ability to bring 

 best-in-class solutions and services to clients  

and communities, is achieved through the 

 collective knowledge and experience of 

 professionals coming together as ONE. 
 

  

For more information contact            

Gary Delaney at (424) 390-0010  

or gary.delaney@usi.com                                                       

Pam Rodrigues, GBDS Manager                       

Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com                                         

USI Insurance Services                                                                

www.usi.com                                        

21250 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 380                                     

Torrance, CA 90503    

 

https://www.icfauthority.org/
mailto:info@ICFAuthority.org
mailto:gary.delaney@usi.com
mailto:Pamela.rodrigues@usi.com
http://www.usi.com/
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www.ekapr.com 

                                                                                     

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. It is led by partners Matt Knabe, 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander, and Alex Cherin. We pride ourselves on 

providing a unique and strategic perspective on a  

wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides services in the areas of government 

affairs, public relations, political campaigns, and crisis 

management. In addition, EKA offers a wide array of 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services lead by our team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists.                 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within     

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  

To contact EKA, please call  

(213) 741-1500 or email 

matt@ekapr.com 

 

Matt Knabe, Managing Partner 

 

 

 

Retired South Gate and 

former City Manager in 

Brookings, Oregon, and Fort 

Bragg and former League 

of California Cities official, 

Gary Milliman and his new 

wife Lianageng celebrated 

their recent marriage. He 

currently serves as a 

Municipal Court Judge in 6-

rural Oregon communities. 

 

City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County Part 2 
                                                                                         

In the 1850s many farmers of 

English, German and Irish 

descent settles in Milpitas to farm 

the fertile land there. Another 

influx of immigrants came in the 

1870s and 1880s as Portuguese 

sharecroppers from the Azores came to farm the 

Milpitas hillsides. Early settlers farmed the land that 

was once occupied by Spanish ranchos. The U. S. 

Postal Service suggested naming the local post 

office “Penitencia” for a local Roman Catholic 

facility. Assistant Postmaster Joseph Weller felt the 

name would be confused with the English word 

“penitentiary.” He chose the name Milpitas for the 

Post Office, as in the local Rancho Milpitas. The city 

Incorporated in January 1954. Steven G. McHarris 

is the Milpitas City Manager and Suzanne Guzzetta 

is the City Clerk. Alex Andrade is the Milpitas 

Economic Development Director, and Lauren Lai is 

the Director of Financial Services. The Human 

Resources Director is Jeannine Seher and Renee 

Lorentzen is the Director of Recreation and 

Community Services. 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                         

Special group sessions for sports teams, police and 

fire departments or other groups may be arranged. 

Raw Performance Coach William Ha, CSCS, is a certified 

strength and conditioning coach. 

Call: 714-335-4436 

www.rawperformancesc.com 

                                                                                                        

10579 Bloomfield Avenue Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ekapr.com/
mailto:matt@ekapr.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azores
http://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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Trackdown Posse Roster                        
Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager   
Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Gary K. Sloan, Retired La Mirada City Manager 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Dr. Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant, Past Hawaiian Gardens  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, W. Sacramento 

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager; Interim, Downey 

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired San Pablo/La Quinta  

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia    

Posse Roster: 
Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                          

Ray Harris, Ret. County Official, & Hawaiian Gardens CM                                                            

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired Rocklin City Manager 

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Pismo Beach 

Cynthia Kurtz, Retired City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, South Gate, Brookings 

 

                                                                         

City Manager Newsletter by 

  Trackdown Management 
               10 Claret 

Rancho Mirage, California 92270 

                                              

www.trackdownmanagement.net 

                                                                                         

Cell Phone Nos. 310-418-1035, or 562-896-5424 

 

 

 

 

    http://www.nwfg.com/ 

 

A Woman-Owned Firm: affiliate of an 

investment banking firm providing underwriting 

and financial advisory services to public  

agencies, and implementation of special tax 

methodologies. Experts in mobile home park 

financings, Certificates of Participation, and  

general obligation bond financings, tax  

allocation refunding, revenue and expense 

projections modeling. 

 

Beth Fawcett and the firm’s 

President Pam Newcomb. Pam 

began her investment banking 

career in 1984. 
 

1254 Hoover Street                                                        

Carlsbad, California 92008 

Call the firm’s professionals at:  858-232-8963 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.patwestllc.com/ 

Pat West served nearly 40-years in city government.  

He has developed successful strategies and paths     

to issues facing local government. Pat can help     

you, whether you are a City Manager looking for  

ways to turn your city around, or a developer  

needing assistance navigating the complexities  

of the political and/or entitlement process.  

 

Pat West was honored with the League of  

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for  

City Managers of Distinction.        

                                                                       

Pat has had numerous successful 

experiences with public-private 

partnerships. 

                                                  

Telephone No. 562-331-9812 
 

 

 

 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
http://www.nwfg.com/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
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https://www.olsonhomes.com/ 

 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities.    

Since 1988, The Olson Company mission                                

has been to work hand-in-hand with cities to  

solve the critical shortage of urban housing  

by promoting and investing in responsible 

development that improves quality of life for 

everyone. The company has successfully partnered 

with more than 100 cities since 1988. 

 
Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

  

3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100  

Seal Beach, CA 90740-2751 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://gonsalvi.com/ 
 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like  

parachutes; you don't need them often but  

when you do, they had better work." 
 

Anthony Gonsalves and two of his 

sons, Jason Gonsalves and Paul 

Gonsalves, are expert Local 

government lobbyists. The firm 

represents 50-plus cities and is a key 

player in city legislation. They work 

closely with the League of   

California Cities. Anthony Gonsalves is the longest 

serving Member of the CCMF Board of Trustees 

 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

925 L Street, Suite 250 

Sacramento, California 95814 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

FAX: 916-441-5061 

City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County Part 2 
 

Steven G. McHarris is the Milpitas City 

Manager. He served as the Community 

& Economic Development Director for 

the City of Soledad (2008-2012). Steve 

worked with Milpitas Planning & 

Neighborhood Services (2012-2015) before he 

became a Planning Official for the City of San 

Jose. Steve returned to the City of Milpitas as 

Deputy City Manager in June 2018. He was 

appointed to the Milpitas City Manager position 

starting in June 2019. Steve earned a BA from 

California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 

and an MPA from California State University, 

Fullerton.    

 

After working in the private sector 

with Arthur Anderson, Hewlett 

Packard and CenterBeam, Lauren 

Lai was hired by the City of Capitola 

as Supervising Accountant. She was 

promoted to Finance Director in December 2004. 

Lauren went to work as the City of Marina Finance 

Director in January 2009. After nearly 10-years with 

Marina, Lauren took the Finance Director position 

in the City of Monterey in August 2018. Lauren 

became the Milpitas Financial Director in March 

2021. Lauren earned a BS from San Jose State 

University and an MPA from the University of 

Missouri, Columbia. She was a CPA from 1996 to 

2020.  

 

Milpitas Director of Recreation and Community 

Services Renee Lorentzen joined the Milpitas city 

staff in October 2004 as the Marketing & Public Art 

Manager. She was hired as the Recreation 

Services Manager in November 2014. She served 

as the Acting Assistant City Manager and Director 

of Recreation and Community Services for 8-

months in 2014-2016. Renee became the Director 

in November 2016. She earned a BA from 

California State University, East Bay.  

https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://gonsalvi.com/
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City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County Part 2 
 

Monte Sereno is part of the 1839 

Alta California land grant of 

Rancho Rinconada de Los 

Gatos. It is said the John 

Steinbeck wrote The Grapes of 

Wrath and Of Mice and Men in a 

wood home in what is now Monte Sereno. The 

community is entirely residential with no 

commercial zoning. It has 99% single family 

housing. The city incorporated in May 1957. The 

City’s first Mayor was retired Vice Admiral and 

former U.S. Director of Naval Intelligence, Thomas 

B. Inglis. The 2020 population is 3,479. Steve 

Leonardis is the City Manager, Michelle Radcliffe 

is the City Clerk, Reynold Samoranos is the Finance 

Officer and Nancy Rollett is the head of the Parks 

and Recreation Department. The city has not 

developed any public park system within its 

boundaries. Monte Sereno has contributed its per 

capita park funding to the Town of Los Gatos and 

City of Saratoga. 

 

Steven J. Leonardis is the Monte Sereno City 

Manager and has been since 2020. He was hired 

without a selection process. Prior to being the City 

Manager in Monte Sereno, Steve served ten years 

as a member of the Los Gatos Town Council. He 

was concurrently working as a private real estate 

broker but the city employment agreement 

prohibits it. The previous city manager was Terry 

Blount, who had more than 17-years of city 

planning experience in West Hollywood, Berkeley, 

Martinez and Mountain View. Steve defends his 

qualifications for the position, “…by the time I was 

30, I was already a multi-millionaire, self -made…” 

 

California Contract Cities 

Association 
Marcel Rodarte Executive Director                                                                   

                                                                                                              

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210                                  

Cerritos, California 90703                                              

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gregory Korduner, a 

retired city manager and 

a founder of the “Proof of 

Lunch” program, and his 

wife Karen Korduner, who 

works with the Downey 

Unified School District, 

celebrated their 45th  

wedding anniversary in 

January, 2023.  

https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
https://www.willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services.aspx
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http://www.hdlcompanies.com/ 

HdL was founded in 1983 by former City 

Manager Robert "Bob" Hinderliter. HdL 

expanded and improved with the help 

of a partnership with former City 

Manager Lloyd de Llamas, the firm’s 

retired Executive Chairman.                     

Andy Nickerson is the President/CEO. Other members 

of the HdL team include Vikki Beatley, Paula Cone, 

Barry Foster, Robert Gray, Kimberly Konczak, David 

McPherson, and Bobby Young.  

 

HdL Companies provide revenue enhancement, 

technology and consulting services that enable cities, 

counties, and special districts to better serve their 

constituents. HdL’s team of professionals currently serve 

more than 600 agencies nationwide. HdL Companies 

offers support services and software that includes sales, 

use and transactions taxes, economic development, 

property taxes, business license fees, transient 

occupancy tax, short-term rental compliance, rent 

control, indirect cost recovery, utility users tax, and 

cannabis regulation and taxation.  

                                                                                           

120 South State College Boulevard, Suite 200                                                                       

Brea, California                                                                      

Telephone 888-861-0220 

 

 

 

 

 
 

www.LACities.org 
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Morgan Hill is located at the 

southern tip of the Silicon Valley, 

and the site of several high-tech 

companies. Hiram Morgan Hill is 

the city’s founder. He and his family had a 

weekend estate there and lived primarily in San 

Francisco. The city was incorporated in November 

1906. Christina Turner is the City Manager and 

Michelle Bigelow is the City Clerk. Dat Nguyen is 

the Director of Finance and George Huang is the 

Fire Chief. Shane Palsgrove is the Morgan Hill Chief 

of Police. Jennifer Carman is the Development 

Services Director and Hilary Holeman is an 

Administrative Analyst in the City Manager’s 

Office.  

 

http://www.pars.org/ 
   

For more than 35 years, PARS has provided   

retirement plan and trust solutions designed 

exclusively for public agencies. With programs like the 

Pension Rate Stabilization Program (PRSP) and the 

PARS OPEB Trust, PARS has helped over 400 clients 

address unfunded obligations and lower liabilities. 

PARS is the pioneer of the PRSP, a first-of-its-kind 

program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency, PARS is 

the largest private provider of multiple-employer 

Section 115 trusts in California. Since 1984 the PARS 

team has provided retirement services designed 

specifically for each public agency's unique needs 

aiming to provide superior employee benefits while 

improving management effectiveness, reducing 

costs, and simplifying administration. PARS can craft 

customized solutions; provide agencies guiding 

through the process to achieve bottom-line results.  

 

Mitch Barker, Executive Vice President                                 

800) 540-6369 ext. 116 or mbarker@pars.org 

Kevin O’Rourke, Senior Consultant 

(707) 249-5356 or kevin@kolgs.com 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.lacities.org/
http://www.pars.org/
mailto:mbarker@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
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Christina Turner was promoted from her Morgan 

Hill Assistant City Manager post to the City 

Manager position in September 2017. She came 

to Morgan Hill from the City of Gilroy in January 

2016. She replaced City Manager Steve Rymer, 

who served in Morgan Hill since 2013 who 

accepted the City Administrator appointment in 

Rochester, Minnesota. Christina previously served 

as the Gilroy Finance Director and City Treasurer. 

Christina earned a BS in commerce from Santa 

Clara University. She is also a Certified Public 

Accountant.  

 

Morgan Hill Finance Director Dat 

Nguyen worked for the San Jose 

Redevelopment Agency as a 

Financial Analyst (2006-2011). In May 

2011 Dat took a Senior Accountant 

position with the County of Santa Clara. After 

working for a private firm for a little more than a 

year, he joined the Milpitas city staff as a Financial 

Analyst in May 2013. He was promoted to Budget 

Manager in September 2014. Dat was hired by the 

City of Morgan Hill as Assistant Finance Director in 

May 2015.  He was promoted to Finance Director 

in July 2016. Dat earned a BS in accounting from 

the University of Minnesota. He is a Certified Public 

Accountant (CPA) and a Certified Government 

Financial Manager.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.chwlaw.us 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed  

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.  

  CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 

H&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law. 

 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder,  

and currently is City Attorney for the City of  

Grass Valley. Two of the firm’s attorneys  

were named California Lawyers of theYear  

(2020). 2022 Winter Newsletter 
Microsoft Word - Winter 2022 Newsletter(298295.1).docx 

(mcusercontent.com) 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357 or 213-542-5700;      

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665; 707-986-8091. 

 

 

Telephone No. 800-229-2343                               

www.cjpia.org  

 

 

http://www.chwlaw.us/
https://mcusercontent.com/0d60a13ea352ae7a05b90f326/files/e72860f4-c684-e51f-1ea8-c929b34a0ea6/2022_Winter_Newsletter.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/0d60a13ea352ae7a05b90f326/files/e72860f4-c684-e51f-1ea8-c929b34a0ea6/2022_Winter_Newsletter.pdf
http://www.cjpia.org/
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https://www.tripepismith.com/ 

 
“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready to help  

with outreach campaigns, video production,  

content writing, messaging, graphic work, technology 

infrastructure and websites." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   This conference is designed for city managers and 

assistant city managers to provide essential information  

and updates needed to manage cities effectively.  

League Event Program Manager is Katie Pebler. 

https://www.calcities.org/education-and-

events/event/2023/02/08/default-calendar/city-

managers-conference 

 

The Westin Carlsbad, 5480 Grand Pacific Drive                      

Carlsbad, California 

City Executives in                                                           

Santa Clara County Part 2 
 

Michael Horta is the Morgan Hill Human Resources 

Director. In 2005-2007 he worked in the private 

sector in San Jose. He joined the city staff in the 

City of Santa Cruz in January 2007 as a Human 

Resources Technician. In January 2009 he went to 

work for the City of Los Altos in a similar position. 

He was promoted to Human Resources and Risk 

Manager for Los Altos. In January 2014, Mike took 

a Human Resources Analyst position in the City of 

Gilroy. He was promoted to Senior Human 

Resources Analyst in July 2017. Michael joined the 

Morgan Hill city staff as Senior Human Resources 

Analyst in April 2018.  He was promoted to Human 

Resources Director in September 2019. Michael 

earned a BS from California State University, 

Fresno and an MBA from the University of Phoenix.  
 

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former City 

Manager Larry J. Kosmont,  

Chairman and CEO 

  

            2021 CCMF Corporate 

                   Partner of the Year. 
 

Kosmont Companies serves the needs of cities, 

counties, quasi-government agencies, private 

companies, developers, and non-profit 

organizations, including educational institutions 

across California. With unmatched expertise in public 

/ private transactions, Kosmont Companies helps 

communities thrive by creating sustainable projects. 
  

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of  

evolving trends, challenges and solutions.  

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on  

approach to economic development focused  

on successful outcomes. 
 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266    

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

https://www.tripepismith.com/
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/02/08/default-calendar/city-managers-conference
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/02/08/default-calendar/city-managers-conference
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/02/08/default-calendar/city-managers-conference
http://www.kosmont.com/
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Mountain View’s site was the 

pasture land for sheep and cattle 

for the Mission Santa Clare de Asis 

in 1777. In 1854 the Mountain View 

name is a result of Jacob 

Shumway, a local merchant and the community’s 

first postmaster. Named for the good view of the 

Santa Cruz Mountains. The city incorporated in 

November 1902. The 2020 population is set at 

82,376. The City Manager is Kimbra McCarthy and 

Heather Glaser is the City Clerk. Heather was the 

City Clerk in Malibu before joining Mountain View 

in 2021. Audrey Seymour is the Assistant City 

Manager and Christina Gilmore and Kimberly 

Thomas as Assistants to the City Manager. Derek 

Rampone is the Finance and Administrative 

Services Director. The Community Development 

Director is Aarti Shrivastava and John Marchant is 

the Community Services Director. Juan Diaz is the 

Fire Chief, and the Chief of Police is Chris Hsiung. 

Sue Rush is the Human Resources Director.  

Kimbra McCarthy became the Mountain View 

City Manager in March 2020. She served as 

Deputy City Manager from 2014 to 2016, when she 

went to Redwood City for their Assistant City 

Manager position. She succeeded City Manager 

Dan Rich, who retired after 8-years as the 

Mountain View city manager. Kimbra began her 

public service career as a Fiscal Analyst for the 

State of Kansas Legislature in 2007. She came to 

California in October 2008 and landed in Santa 

Barbara County working with the County 

Executive Office. She was promoted to Director of 

Administration in the District Attorney’s Office in 

2010. After nearly 6-years in Santa Barbara 

County, Kimbra joined the Mountain View city 

staff in 2014. She earned a BA from Washburn 

University, an LLM in European law from the 

University of Limerick and a JD from the School of 

Law at Washburn University.  

 
https://www.climatec.com/ 

 
Founded in 1975, Climatec has grown from       

humble beginnings into one of the largest       

providers of building technology and energy 

efficiency solutions in the nation – and Climatec      

has been a proud member of the Robert Bosch    

family since 2015. 

Led by a highly credentialed team with more         

than 300 years of combined industry experience, 

Climatec helps public agencies find general fund 

relief through renewed infrastructure and funding 

solutions. The firm has delivered thousands of 

successful energy efficiency programs to public  

sector clients, including education, local, county, 

state and federal governments. 

 
Regional Managers 

Ashley Cascio and 

Tyler Girtman 
 

Southern California Telephone: 949-474-0955                            

Bay Area Telephone: 925-558-2729 

 

        

https://contractcities.org/ 

 

Jeff Wood, Lakewood, President 

Ali Sajjad Taj, Artesia, Vice President 

Marcel Rodarte, Executive Director 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210                                    

Cerritos, California 90703                                               

Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

Hard to write about Mountain View without 

mentioning former City Manager Kevin Duggan. 

He served as President of Cal-ICMA (2003-2005) 

and President of the City Manager’s Department 

of the League (2008-2009). He served as City 

Manager in Campbell (1984-1990), and in 

Mountain View (1990-2011). He is a former West 

Coast ICMA Regional Director (2011-2019), and 

now he serves as an ICMA Senior Advisor. 

 
https://www.climatec.com/ 

 
Founded in 1975, Climatec has grown from 

humble beginnings into one of the largest 

providers of building technology and energy 

efficiency solutions in the nation – and Climatec 

has been a proud member of the Robert Bosch 

family since 2015. 

 

Led by a highly credentialed team with more 

than 300 years of combined industry experience, 

Climatec helps public agencies find general fund 

relief through renewed infrastructure and funding 

solutions. The firm has delivered thousands of 

successful energy efficiency programs to public 

sector clients, including education, local, county, 

state, and federal governments. 

 
Regional Managers 

Ashley Cascio and 

Tyler Girtman 
 

Southern California Telephone: 949-474-0955                            

Bay Area Telephone: 925-558-2729 

https://www.climatec.com/
https://contractcities.org/
https://www.climatec.com/
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ekapr.com 

The world of communication is changing rapidly and 

so are the tools. Englander Knabe & Allen believes a 

constant, unrelenting focus on the needs of the firm's 

clients is not a service but a necessity. The firm works 

with city governments to develop public-private 

partnership opportunities. 

At Englander Knabe & Allen, you only work with senior 

level staff because the firm only has senior level staff. 

Each of the firm’s members bring substantial 

education, experience, and expertise in developing 

communications campaigns for Fortune 500 

companies, financial institutions, entrepreneurial 

companies, trade associations, government agencies, 

educational institutions and non-profit organizations. 

Englander Knabe & Allen does not employ account 

executives; rather, strategy and implementation are 

provided only by partners and vice presidents. 

Englander Knabe & Allen combines powerful 

processes - Strategic Thinking + Solid Fundamental 

Tactics - into a communications tool that has 

provided clients with successful outcomes for more 

than 40 years.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Contact Information: 
Corporate Office 

801 South Figueroa Street, Suite 1050 

Los Angeles, California 90017 

 

Telephone:  213-741-1500 

FAX:             213-747-4900 

 

Sacramento Office 

1730 ‘L’ Street, Suite 3 

Sacramento, California 95814 

 

Telephone: 916-492-9512 

Mobile:       916-690-0023 

  

info@englanderpr.com 

 
 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is a strategic 

communications firm specializing in government 

affairs, political campaigns, reputation and crisis 

communications, association management and   

litigation support. 

 

EKA produces results for its clients across a diverse 

range of practice areas. We achieve this through our 

deep bench of team members augmented by a roster 

of experienced specialists we enlist to bring specific 

skills tailored to the client’s needs. Only senior-level 

personnel with significant public and private sector 

expertise are employed. EKA team members have 

many years of public and private sector experience 

and deep relationships in government throughout 

Southern California. 
 

Harvey Englander is the Founding Partner, 

founding EKA in 2005. He has been at the center of 

California’s public and business life for more than 40-

years. Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) specialize in 

developing and implementing Position –A- Strategies 

for its clients, public or private. EKA Partners include 

Matt Knabe; Marcus Allen; Adam Englander; Eric Rose; 

Jeff McConnell; Kellie Hawkins; & Alex Cherin. 

 

Matt Knabe is the Managing Partner. He is one of 

the founding partners. Matt specializes in political 

consulting, public affairs, government relations and 

issues, and communications strategy and community 

relations. In addition to his work, Matt is personally 

involved in giving back to the community. He is 

currently President of the Paramount Education 

Project. Matt graduated from Pepperdine University in 

1996, were he played for the Pepperdine University 

Men’s Golf Team. It is hard to find someone with better 

interaction with local city managers, and elected 

officials than Matt. 

Marcus A. Allen is a former Chief Deputy 

Controller in Los Angeles and Deputy Chief of Staff in 

charge of operations and finance in the Mayor’s office. 

Prior to working for Los Angeles, among other posts, 

Marcus worked as the Chief Deputy at the Los Angeles 

County Probation Department, and as a Public Affairs 

Planner for the Southern California Gas Company. He 

earned a BA from UCLA and a MPPS from the University 

of Chicago.  

 

 

http://ekapr.com/
mailto:info@englanderpr.com
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Picking Up the Pieces: Charles 

McNeely, former San Bernardino City 

Manager (2009-2012), has returned to 

the City to serve as Interim City 

Manager as City Manager Rob Field is 

retiring. Before coming to San 

Bernardino, Charles was the Reno, 

Nevada City Manager for 13-years. He 

worked as City Manager in Seaside and as Assistant 

City Manager in Palo Alto prior to his Reno experience. 

Robert “Bob” Nisbet is the City Manager for the City of 

Goleta since September 2022. Bob previously served 

four years as the City Manager in the City of Half Moon 

Bay in the San Francisco Bay area from February 2018 

to August 2022. He works as the Assistant General 

Manager for the East Bay Regional Park District for 6-

years and 12-years with the Santa Barbara County 

General Services Department, and 7-years as the 

Public Works Director for the City of Carpinteria. Bob 

earned a BS in construction management from 

Washington State University and an MA in economics 

from the University of California, Santa Barbara. Bob 

replaced veteran City Manager Michelle Greene who 

retired after 18-years with the City of Goleta; 8-years as 

City Manager. City of Oakland Economic and 

Workforce Development Director Alexa Jeffress is the 

new Pleasanton Deputy City Manager. Her first day in 

Pleasanton is scheduled as February 6. Pamela Ott has 

held the Pleasanton Deputy City Manager position 

since January 2020. Alexa worked for the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development in 

San Francisco for 7 and a half years starting in 

September 2010 as a Presidential Management Fellow. 

She first joined the Oakland city staff as a Managing 

Director of Real Estate in April 2019. Alexa earned a BA 

from Columbia University and a JD from the University 

of California, Hastings College of the Law. She is a 

member of the California State Bar. Manuel Cid is the 

new Chief of Police in the City of Glendale. The new 

Chief comes to Glendale after working in Culver City 

for nearly 20-years, the last two and a half years as 

Chief of Police. He graduated from form the Los 

Angeles County Sheriff’s Academy. Roubik Golanian 

has served as the Glendale City Manager since March 

2021. Yucaipa Assistant City Manager Jennifer 

Crawford is the Acting City Manager with 

City Manager Ray Casey’s retirement and 

the March starting date for new City 

Manager Chris Mann. Ray had served as 

the City Manager for the past 14-years. 

Chris is the City Manager for Canyon Lake 

and will move to Yucaipa starting March 1. Chris is also 

currently the President of the Yucaipa Valley Water 

District. In addition to hiring Chris as City Manager, the 

city fired City Attorney David Snow. 

Ambassadors Walter and Leonore Annenberg 

maintained their winter home on 200-acres in Ranch 

Mirage they called “Sunnylands.” They preserved the 

estate through a foundation trust that provides the 

public opportunities to see where world leaders met 

to discuss national and international issues. Photo was 

taken by Susan Simpson in one of Sunnylands garden 

areas. Eight U.S. Presidents, Queen Elizabeth, Margaret 

Thatcher, and many celebrities visited the estate. 

Frank Sinatra, Bob Hope, Fred Astaire, and many 

others were guests there.  

 

Mark Prestwich is the new City Manager in the City of 

Hemet. After serving as City Manager in Palos Verdes 

Estates for a short time. Arriving there in February 2022 

he will report to the Hemet City Manager post on 

February 21, 2023. Mark previously served as City 

Manager in Saint Helena and Nevada City. Mark 

started his public service career as an Administrative 

Intern in the City of Long Beach in 1994. He worked as 

a League of California Cities Staff Analyst for a little less 

than 2-years (1995-1997) before going to Sunnyvale as 

a Management Analyst (1997-1998). Mark served as 

the Assistant to the City Manager in Napa from 

October 1999 to June 2006 when he took a similar 

position with the City of Sacramento. Mark served as 

the President of the Municipal Management 

Association of Northern California (MMANC) in 2007. 

“I’d like to be remembered as someone who showed 

up for the job. I consider myself a worker. I love what 

I do. If I had my time over again, I’d probably do it 

for nothing.”  --Ernie Harwell 
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More Pieces Picked Up: Portola Valley 

Assistant Town Manager Melvin E. 

Gaines is the new City Manager for the 

City of East Palo Alto. Melvin worked in 

San Jose (2002-2003) before he served 

as a member of the Planning 

Commission in East Palo Alto (2007-

2008). In 2009 he was a Policy Analyst 

for the New Orleans City Council. After 

working as a researcher in Michigan 

(2010-2011), Melvin took an Administrative Analyst post 

with the City of East Palo Alto (2011-2012). He also 

served as an East Palo Alto Planning Commissioner 

again (2011-2012). In May 2012 Melvin became a 

Special Projects Manager and as a Management 

Analyst starting in February 2015. He was a Principal 

Management Analyst in the City of Mountain View 

(November 2016-November 2021). Melvin joined the 

Portola Valley staff in December 2022 as Assistant Town 

Manager. Former Santa Monica Mayor Rex Minter was 

a passenger in a single-engine Cessna airplane that 

crash-landing on the beach south of the Santa Monica 

Pier in December 2022. Rex died in the crash. Rex was 

elected to the City Council in 1955 and was Mayor in 

1963-1967. He also was a past City Attorney for the City 

of Arcadia, and he served as a Los Angeles County 

Superior Court judge. Former League of California 

Cities executive and retired South Gate City Manager 

Gary Milliman is currently serving as a Municipal Court 

Judge in five rural Oregon cities. Gary also works as an 

executive recruiter with Prothman Executive Recruiting, 

and as an ICMA Senior Advisor. Gary also previously 

served as City Manager in Fort Bragg and in Brookings, 

Oregon, and a total of six different cities. He was also 

an official with the Skunk Railroad that travels between 

Fort Bragg and Ukiah. Past ICMA President David 

Childs, a former Palmdale City Manager, is currently 

the ICMA Senior Advisor to the Idaho City 

Management Association since June 2018. Dave was 

the South Lake Tahoe City Manager (2000-2002) before 

taking the Western U. S. Director job with ICMA. In 

October 2006 he worked as the Washoe County 

Assistant County Manager in Reno, Nevada (2006-

2012). Dave came to Palmdale as City Manager in April 

2012 and retired in June 2015. He earned a BS in 

geography and an MA in urban and regional studies 

from Minnesota State University, Mankato. Ukiah 

Finance Director Daniel Buffalo is a Certified Public 

Accountant. He started his Ukiah tenure in July 2019. 

Dan previously served as the Finance Director for the 

City of Lakeport in Lake County. Dan earned a BA from 

the University of California, Davis and a Master’s 

degree from the University of Southern California (USC).  

 

 

Notes and Letters from Readers:  
 

I have been a reader of the newsletter since 2008. 

Having retired from my career in Recreation 10 years 

ago, I was pleasantly surprised to see my name in the 

'Picking up the Pieces' section of the December 2022 

edition. I read each of your newsletters just to see the 

names of people I may have crossed paths with 

throughout my career. 

Thanks for the 'shout'. I look forward to reading more 

newsletters.                                                                              

--Ralph Aranda  

 

Great article on Wade. He is one of the good guys. I 

realized why you were asking about our friends from 

Sacramento.   

The thank you notes are a nice touch.                                                                                                            

--Michael Sakamoto 

Another fun newsletter! (The Special January 2023 

issue.)  The group at the Northern POL looks to be a 

rowdy crew. Lots of great memories with these folks. I 

appreciate all of the news and updates; it is fun to 

remember names of people I know from the profession 

and to keep up with where people are going.   

Thanks for all the work you and Susan do!                                                                                                                                   

--Wade McKinney 
 

 

Former Assembly Local Government Committee 

Chair, Assembly Member Dominic L. Cortese was 

mentioned on Page 2 of the Special January issue 

as his son David Cortese is the State Senator 

representing most of Santa Clara County. This is a 

picture of Dom with the late James Earle Christo, 

who was the Bellflower Mayor at the time, and the 

late Bellflower resident and Assembly Speaker Pro- 

tem Frank Vicencia. Bellflower made a “Thank you” 

presentation to Assembly Member Cortese. 
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as a software support technician for an on-line software systems company in Chico. 

She joined the Chico city staff in 1994 as Community Services Officer (CSO), and in 

2001 she took a Management Analyst with the Chico Police Department.  In 2009 

she moved to the City Manager's Office in a Management Analyst post.  Deborah 

earned a BA in social work from California State University, Chico, and an MS in law 

from Champlain College.  
                                           
    

 

Still More Pieces Picked Up: Palm Spring 

has appointed Scott Stiles as their next 

City Manager. He will replace City 

Manager Justin Clifton, who resigned 

last September after only about a year 

in the position. Scott is coming from the City Manager 

position in the City of Garden Grove. He has been there 

since 2015. Prior to Garden Grove Scott worked for the 

City of Cincinnati, Ohio for 27-years, in various positions, 

including Interim City Manager and Assistant City 

Manager. Assistant City Manager Teresa Gallavan has 

served as Interim City Manager. 

SHORTS: *Joseph A. Hughes is the City 

Manager in the City of Highland. 

*Former Mountain View City Manager 

Kevin Duggan received a 45-year ICMA 

Service Award in 2018. *Anthony D. 

Gonsalves of the Joe A. Gonsalves & 

Son professional representation firm in 

Sacramento is the longest serving member of the 

Board of Trustees of the California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF). *Deborah Dixon is the Human 

Resources Analyst in the City of Lomita, and among her 

previous employers were the cities of Gardena and 

Torrance. *Natasha (Karl) Drane, Sacramento County 

Deputy Director of the General Services Department 

worked as a Legislative Representative and Legislative 

Analyst for the League of California Cities between 

November 2007 and December 2013. *Corona 

Recreation Services Manager Jason Lass worked in the 

City of Claremont for more than 15-years years prior to 

joining the Corona staff in February 2019. *Carmichael 

Recreation and Park District Recreation Service 

Manager Tracy Kerth earned a BFA in fine/studio arts 

and a BA in parks, recreation and leisure studies at 

California State University, Chico. *La Verne City 

Manager for 23-years before retirement, Martin Lomeli 

served as the Interim City Manager in Irwindale in 2011 

to temporarily replace City Manager Sol Benudiz, who 

took a position with the Southern California Edison 

Company. *Retired Rosemead City Manager, the late 

Frank G. Tripepi, served as Interim City Manager for the 

City of La Puente from October 2008 until December 

2009. *After working for the City of Jurupa Valley in 

Riverside County for nearly 6-years, Sean McGovern, a 

graduate with a BA in history ad an MPA from Northern 

Illinois University, joined the Lake Forest city staff as 

Assistant to the City Manager in March 2021.  *Mike 

Ramirez worked for the City of Oxnard for more than 

10-years before starting a Carpinteria tenure as 

Assistant City Manager in December 2021.  *Jack 

Morgan, Assistant to the City Manager in the City of 

Chino earned a BA and MPA from California State 

University, Fullerton.  San Rafael Assistant City Manager 

Cristine (Reid) Alilovich worked in the counties of 

Sonoma and Marin before joining the San Rafael city 

staff. *Retired Whittier City Manager Jeffrey Collier 

served as the Fullerton Acting City Manager from 

December 2021 to May 2022. *Baldwin Park based In-

N-Out Burger owner and President Lynsi Snyder has 

announced plans to expand their 385 locations in 

California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, Texas, Oregon, and 

Colorado by opening stores in Tennessee by 2026. 

*Angela Crespi, who earned a BA and MPA from 

Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, is Deputy City 

Manager in Hermosa Beach and she previously worked 

for the City of Newport Beach for nearly 7-years. 

*Retired Vallejo City Manager Joseph Tanner, CEO at 

JT Associates in Pleasant Hill, earned a Master’s degree 

in federal, state & urban governments from Golden 

Gate University. *Howard Chan was appointed City 

Manager for the City of Sacramento in 2017. El 

Segundo City Manager Darrell George, Arcadia City 

Manager Dominic Lazzaretto and Carson Deputy City 

Manager Tarik Rahmani served as a roundtable panel 

with a Local Government and Finance topic for a USC 

City/County Management Fellowship program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trackdown family birthday celebration in  

November at the Indian Wells home of Anthony  

and Evelyn Gonsalves 

 

 

 

Working with city governments to develop public-

private partnership opportunities. 

                                                                                                

“The older we get, the fewer things seem worth 

waiting in line for.” –Will Rogers 

 


