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HdL co-founder, retired city manager Lloyd de Llamas, 

Mark Alexander, retired La Cañada Flintridge city 

manager and John Bramble, a retired Merced city 

manager who previously served as the Bell city 

manager, at the Thursday, September 19, 2024         

“Proof of Life” lunch. Twenty-two former public service 

colleagues gathered at the North Woods Inn 

Restaurant on Interstate 5 in La Mirada. The next “Proof 

of Life” is planned for Thursday, December 12, 2024.    

California Public Managers in “C” Cities 

from Corcoran to Corte Madera 

 

Cities included in this October 2024 issue of the City 

Manager Newsletter by Trackdown are a 

continuation of cities with names that begin with the 

letter “C.” The cities listed alphabetically in this issue 

including: Corcoran, Corning, Corona, Coronado, 

and Corte Madera, The City Managers include 

Corcoran’s Greg Gatzka; Brant Mesker of Corning; 

Jacob Ellis of Corona; Tina Friend of Coronado; and 

Adam Wolff is the Town Manager for Corte Madera. 

These five cities are found in the counties of Kings, 

Tehama, Riverside, San Diego, and Marin. 
 

                                                                                       

Please take a moment an subscribe 

to receive for free all issues of the  

City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown 
www.trackdownmanagement.net 

 

 

 

      

/ 
  

   

 

  
 

 

http 

 

 / 

 

http  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

http://www.willdan.com
http://www.ekapr.com
https://www.tripepismith.com/
http://www.patwestllc.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
https://cjpia.org/
https://www.corcoranmn.gov/
https://www.corning.org/
https://www.coronaca.gov/
https://www.coronado.ca.us/
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http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
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https://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
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https://chwlaw.us/
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https://www.rwglaw.com/
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Kevin O’Rourke, Jan Perkins and Dr. Brian S. 

Nakamura at the September 21-25, 2024, ICMA 

Annual Conference in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. The 

conference was attended by 5,500 people from 

around the world. Kevin is a former City Manager in 

Fairfield, Buena Park and Stanton. Jan was City 

Manager in Fremont and Morgan Hill, and Brian, an 

Associate Professor at Texas A & M University, served 

as City Manager in Rancho Cordova, Chico, 

Hemet, Banning, Reedley and Sutter Creek.  

 

This gym is a place where strength 

training is used for self-

improvement. Special group 

sessions for sports teams, police 

and fire departments or other 

groups  may be arranged. 

 

 Raw Performance Coach/Owner, William Ha, 

CSCS is a certified strength and  

conditioning coach. 
 

Call: 714-335-4436 | 10579 

Bloomfield Avenue 

Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

California Public Managers in “C” Cities 

from Corcoran to Corte Madera 
 

Corcoran, California was founded 

by Hobart Johnstone Whitley in 

Kings County. He wanted the town 

to be name “Otis” for Harrison 

Gray Otis of the Los Angeles Times. 

The Corcoran economy is 

agriculture. Most of the local crops were grains, 

alfalfa and sugar beets. The cotton firm of J. G. 

Boswell Company was established in 1921 after the 

city’s incorporation in August 1914. The first 

Corcoran post office was opened in 1901.  The 2020 

population is 22,339. Greg Gatzka is the City 

Manager and Marlene Spain is the Assistant to the 

City Manager and City Clerk. Kevin J. Tromborg is 

the Community Development Director, and Joseph 

Faulkner is the Public Works Director. Sandra Pineda 

is the Corcoran Finance Director.  

 

 

 

 

 

Jim L. Barisic, former 

Artesia 

City Manager who also 

worked in 

Cerritos and 

Paramount, and is a 

Viet Nam veteran, founded Brandywine in 1994. 
 

Jim and two of his sons  

Brett Whitehead and David Barisic, and  

Alex Hernandez, the President of the 

Homebuilding Division, and Mario Urzua, the Chief 

Financial Officer are the Brandywine Homes 

executive team. Please check the firm’s website 

for current sales! 
 

Units are selling in Carson, La Verne,                                                  

Artesia, and Whittier. Coming Soon are 

developments in: Santa Ana,  El Monte, Artesia  

and Apartments in Riverside and Murrieta. 
 

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 
 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                      

16580 Aston Street 

Irvine, California  92606 

https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com
https://www.corcoranmn.gov/
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California Public Managers in “C” Cities 

from Corcoran to Corte Madera 
 

Corcoran City Manager Greg 

Gatzka began his current assignment 

in June 2021. Greg started his public 

service career in 1991 as a Staff 

Analyst for the County of Fresno 

Public Works & Development 

Services. In August 2001 Greg joined the Kings 

County LAFCO staff and in August 2009 he was 

appointed Executive Officer. Overall, he worked for 

LAFCO for nearly 20 years. In August 2001 he took a 

Planner position with the Kings County Community 

Development Agency. Greg was promoted to 

Deputy Planning Director in March 2007 and then 

Community Development Agency Director in 

August 2009. He worked for Kings County for more 

than 25 years.  In June 2021, Greg was hired to be 

the City Manager for the City of Corcoran. He 

earned a BS in city, urban, community and regional 

planning from California Polytechnic State 

University, San Luis Obispo and an MPA from 

California State University, Fresno.     

 

Donald F. Pauley came to California from Minnesota 

in September 1990 to serve as the City Manager for 

the City of Corcoran. Don left Corcoran in 

November 1999 and took the Interim City Manager 

position in King City. He was hired as the Kingsburg 

city manager in May 2000 and worked in that 

position until July 2013. Don served as the Interim 

City Manager in Mendota in 2013-2014. He began 

his career working in Kasota, Hutchinson, 

Stewartville and Mounds View, Minnesota. Don 

earned a BA from the College of St. Thomas and an 

MPA from Mankato State University. In 2010 he 

received a 35 Year ICMA Service Award.    

 

George T. Lambert began his Corcoran city 

manager tenure in March 1980 and left to be the 

Norco city manager in 1990. He took the Patterson 

city manager job in 2020. George began his career 

with Fresno County in 1971, and Santa Maria in 1974. 

He earned a BA and MA from San Jose State 

University.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities. 

Since 1988, The Olson Company mission                                

has been to work hand-in-hand with cities to  

solve the critical shortage of urban housing  

by promoting and investing in responsible  

development that improves quality of life for  

everyone.  

 

The company has successfully 

 partnered with more than 100 cities since 1988. 

 

Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

 3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100 

Seal Beach, CA 90740 

https://cjpia.org/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
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Executive Level Posse Roster: 
 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager    

Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS/PARS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager 

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia 

Chuck Bryant, Past City Admin., Hawaiian Gardens  

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, West Sacramento 

 

Posse Roster: 
 

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired City Manager, Rocklin  

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager, Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon 

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Atascadero 

Donald Jeffers, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park 

Wayne Wedin, Retired City Manager, Brea 

Karen Herrera, Retired Deputy City Manager, Duarte 
 

 
 

     City Manager Newsletter by 

       Trackdown Management 
 

                       10 Claret 

      Rancho Mirage, California 92270 

 

Cell Phone:  Jack Simpson | 562-896-5424 

Cell Phone: Susan Simpson | 310-418-1035 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. 
 

RWG delivers practical advice and solutions tailored 

to the unique needs of public entities. 

 

Working seamlessly across offices in 

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange 

County, Temecula, and the Central 

Coast. The RWG team of experts 

provides the full scope of public law 

services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from 

 listening carefully and asking the right questions. 
 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member of the Board of 

Trustees of the California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF). 

 

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

 

The Independent Cities Finance Authority is an 

unaffiliated Joint Powers Authority (JPA) with the  

goal of helping communities fund critical projects. 

                                                                                          

Since its inception in 1988, ICFA has assisted  

funding more than $500 million in critical  

community projects, from hospitals to charter  

schools, public utilities, and housing. 

 

Jose Solache, ICFA President                                    

Lynwood City Council Member 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                         

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 
 

https://www.rwglaw.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
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For more than 40 years PARS has provided retirement 

plans and trust solutions designed exclusively for 

public agencies. With programs like the Pension Rate 

Stabilization Program (PRSP) and the PARS OPEB Trust, 

PARS has helped over 500 clients address unfunded 

obligations and lower liabilities. The PRSP is a first-of-its-

kind program designed to provide local control over 

assets and potential for greater return than the 

general fund. With innovative retirement solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of each agency,  

 

PARS is a leading provider of retirement programs for 

public agencies and the largest private provider of 

multiple-employer Section 115 trusts in California.  

 

Learn more at www.pars.org. To learn more, contact 

us at info@pars.org or (800) 540-6369, ext. 127; 

www.pars.org 

                                                                                      

Dennis Yu, CEBS, Executive Vice President 

(800) 540-6369 ext. 104 or dyu@pars.org 

[Dennis has been with PARS since October 2007. He 

earned a BA from the University of California, Irvine, 

and an MBA from the University of California, Los 

Angeles (UCLA).]  

 

Kevin O’Rourke,                                  

Senior Municipal Consultant                            

(707) 249-5356 or kevin@kolgs.com 

[Kevin is a retired city manager.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Archive picture of former city managers Tim O’Donnell 

and John W. Jameson. The two worked together in 

Signal Hill many moons ago. 

California Public Managers in “C” Cities 

from Corcoran to Corte Madera 
 

Corning was founded in in 

1882 in Tehama County when 

the railroad was extended 

there. The community was 

named for John Corning, a 

railroad executive. Corning is about 100 miles north 

of Sacramento, 19 miles southerly of Red Bluff. The 

city was incorporated in August 1907. The 2020 

population is set at 8,244. The major industry in the 

area is the growing and processing table olives, 

olive oil, dried plums, walnuts and almonds. Corning 

is the Home of the Queen Olive since 1897. Brant 

Mesker is the city manager and Finance Director for 

the City of Corning, and Craig Bassett is the Chief of 

Police. Rubi Ordaz is the City Clerk.  

 

Brant Mesker was a car salesman in 

2006 to 2009 and then joined the 

Tehama County Health Services 

Agency in the Behavioral Health 

Department. While he worked for 

the County of Tehama starting in 

November 2013, he served as a 

member of the City of Corning Planning 

Commission. In 2022 he became a Management 

Analyst in the Glenn County Administrative Office. 

He was appointed Corning city manager in 

October 2023. Brant earned a BBA from California 

State University, Chico 

 

Stephen J. Kimbrough served as the Corning City 

Manager from February 1993 until retirement March 

2012. Steve began his public service career as a 

Planning Intern in La Habra in 1969. In January 1970, 

he took an Administrative Assistant position in Palm 

Springs Planning & Development. Steve became an 

Administrative Assistant and Personnel Director for 

the City of Covina in September 1973. He became 

the Arcadia Personnel Director in 1977, and he was 

hired in Temple City as the Assistant City Manager in 

1980. After working in the private sector (1984-1988), 

Steve was hired in Chino Hills as a Manager in 

February 1988. He became the Interim City 

Manager in American Canyon in 1991 before 

joining the Corning city staff. Steve earned a BA 

from California State University, Fullerton. In 2009 he 

received a 35 Year ICMA Service Award.    

http://www.pars.org/
http://www.pars.org/
mailto:dyu@pars.org
mailto:kevin@kolgs.com
https://www.pars.org/
https://www.corning.org/
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California Public Managers in “C” Cities 

from Corcoran to Corte Madera 
 

Kristina M. Miller served as the 

Corning city manager for nearly 

nine years. She was the Solid Waste 

Program Manager and Recycling 

Coordinator for the Tehama County 

Red Bluff Landfill Management 

Agency starting in June 2006. In 

2009 she became the Landfill Agency Manager, 

and she was appointed to the city manager 

position for Corning in December 2015. She served 

on the Board of Directors for the California Recycled 

Market Development Zone from July 2013 until 

December 2015. She serves on the Board of the 

California Product Stewardship Council. Kristina 

resigned her Corning position in 2023 to succeed 

City Manager Rob Hickey as city manager for the 

City of Rio Vista.  Kristina earned an MA in restoration 

ecology and environmental education from 

California State University, Chico.  

 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Telephone: 949-235-0525                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 
 

Wolf & Company Inc. provides    

municipal consulting services to State and local 

    governments, and not-for-profit corporations. 
 

    Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis                     

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program  

Administration and Oversight 

Agent Services. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
163 Limestone Road, Claremont, CA 91711 

Telephone: 949-235-0525s 

 

Katella Bakery, Deli 

& Restaurant                     

in Los Alamitos 

 

Since 1964, Katella 

Bakery has delighted 

patrons with 

traditional eastern 

European specialty 

pastries, cakes, and 

pies.  They do it all – 

from wedding cakes 

to cake pops. Over  

200 items baked from 

scratch every day! 

https://www.katellabakery.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed 

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.  

             

  CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 
 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law. 
 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 
 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020).  

https://chwlaw.us/ 
 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357; 213-542-5700; 

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“…I feel like I’m real and authentic…and 

try to be as normal as possible like I never 

try to seem superior to somebody.” 

---WNBA Rookie of the Year, Caitlin Clark 

 

 

https://www.katellabakery.com/
https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://chwlaw.us/
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Pat West served nearly 40-years in city 

government. He has developed successful  

strategies and paths to issues facing local 

government. Pat can help you, whether you are  

a City Manager looking for ways to turn your city 

around, or a developer needing assistance 

navigating the complexities of  the political  

and/or entitlement process. 
 

Pat West served as city manager in the Cities of 

Paramount and Long Beach. He is a fitness athlete. 
 

Pat West, was honored with the League of  

California Cities 2019 Wes McClure Award for City 

Managers of Distinction. 

 

Pat has had numerous successful       

experiences with public-private 

               partnerships. 

                                                 

   Telephone No. 562-331-9812 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NHA advisors, LLC provides strategic, objective 

and financially sound advice to public agencies 

throughout California. Consistently ranked as one   

of the most active municipal advisors*, NHA   

Advisors is distinguished from the competition by 

delivering broad advisory and consulting services 

to meet the challenging and complex needs of 

public agency clients. As a fiduciary, the firm 

develops comprehensive options and strategies 

that solve for maintaining/enhancing service 

levels, capital project needs, manage and contain 

costs and risks such as rising pension costs and 

promote fiscal sustainability through prudent 

policies. 
 

Principals include  Mark Northcross,   

Eric Scriven, Mike Meyer,              

Rob Schmidt, and Leslie Bloom. 
 

Craig Hill, Managing Principal 
Financial & Policy Strategies. Delivered. 
Telephone: (415) 785-2025 x2001 

Cell: (415) 518-4130 
Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com 

California Public Managers in “C” Cities 

from Corcoran to Corte Madera 
 

Corona is in Riverside County. Mission 

San Juan Capistrano was established 

in 1776, and Mission San Luis Rey was 

founded in 1798. The missions brought 

Spanish soldiers and missionaries to the 

area. Corona was founded at the 

height of the Southern California citrus boom in 

1886. It is located at the upper end of the Santa Ana 

River Canyon. Corona was once the “Lemon 

Capital of the World.” Corona was established as a 

town by the South Riverside Land and Water 

Company, originally a citrus growers’ organization. 

The city was incorporated in July 1896. The 2020 

population is 157,136. Jacob Ellis is the City Manager 

and Brett Channing and Justin Tucker are the 

Assistant City Manager. Donna Finch is the 

Community Services Director and Kim Sitton is the 

Director of Finance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former City Manager 

Larry J. Kosmont, Chairman and CEO. 

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year. 
 

Kosmont Companies serves cities, counties, quasi-

government agencies, private companies, 

developers, and non-profit organizations, including 

educational institutions across California. With 

unmatched expertise in public/private transactions, 
 

Kosmont Companies helps communities thrive by 

creating sustainable projects. 
 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges, and solutions. 

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on 

approach to economic development focused 

on successful outcomes. The firm is an expert in 

economic development, real estate consulting, 

financial analysis, and redevelopment dissolution. 
 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., #382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266 
 

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-463 

mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
http://www.patwestllc.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
https://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.coronaca.gov/
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California Public Managers in “C” Cities 

from Corcoran to Corte Madera 
 

Corona City Manager Jacob Ellis 

worked as a Legal Researcher for 

the British Columbia Municipality 

of North Cowichan in 2006. He 

joined the staff of the Cowichan 

Valley Regional District in 2007 

and began working his way up in 

the organization. Jacob was the 

Deputy Chief Administrative 

Officer (August 2014-July 2015) when he left to 

become the Assistant to the Town Manager in 

Gilbert, Arizona.  He was promoted to Deputy Town 

Manager in July 2017, and he left Gilbert in 

September 2019.  Jacob began his Corona City 

Manager tenure in November 2019. Jacob earned 

a BA from Brigham Young University, an MPA from 

Cleveland State University and a Juris Doctorate 

from Cleveland State University’s Marshal College of 

Law. In 2017, Jacob received a 10 Year ICMA 

Service Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; 

you don't need them often but when you do, they  

had better work." 
 

Anthony D. Gonsalves and two of his sons, 

Jason A. Gonsalves and Paul A. Gonsalves, are  

expert local government lobbyists. Founded in 1975 

by former Assembly Member Joe A. Gonsalves, the 

firm represents 50-plus cities and is a key player in city 

legislation. The firm works closely with the League 

 of California Cities 

 

Anthony Gonsalves is a long time Member of  

                   the CCMF Board of Trustees 
                

           Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

925 L Street, Suite 250 

Sacramento, California 95814 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

Fax: 916-441-5061 

 

 

Ryder Todd Smith, Nicole Tripepi Smith and                 

Reagan Smith at a family weekend gathering 

at Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem,                        

North Carolina. The Late Frank Tripepi is exceedingly 

proud of these folks. 

 

 

The Tripepi Smith team stands ready 

to help with outreach campaigns, 

video production, content writing, 

messaging, graphic work, technology 

infrastructure and websites." 

--Ryder Todd Smith, President 

 

 

https://gonsalvi.com/
https://www.tripepismith.com/
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Hemet City Manager Mark Prestwich and                         

his wife Jennie Prestwich on vacation. 

California Public Managers in “C” Cities 

from Corcoran to Corte Madera 
 

Coronado is a “tied island” connected 

to the mainland by the Silver Strand, a 

sandy isthmus in San Diego County. 

The explorer Sebastian Vizcaino 

named Coronado and produced its 

first map in 1602. The last of the indigenous 

population left and gave way to European and 

American explorers in 1902. Coronado was 

incorporated in December 1890. The community’s 

first post office opened in 1887. With the building of 

the Hotel del Coronado in 1888 the city became a 

major resort destination. The San Diego – Coronado 

Bridge was opened in 1969 improving travel time to 

the community. Three U. S. Navy ship have been 

named for the city. The 2020 population of 

Coronado is 20,192. Tina Friend is the City Manager 

and Tony Winney is the Assistant City Manager. John 

Kim is the Administrative Services Director. Kelsea 

Holian is the City Clerk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
https://www.coronado.ca.us/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
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California Public Managers in “C” Cities 

from Corcoran to Corte Madera 
 

Christina “Tina” J. (Shull) Friend is 

the Coronado city manager. She 

worked for the Fairfax County 

Public Schools as a Research 

Analyst in the Department of 

Financial Services from 2000 until 

2003. Tina was hired in 2005 by the 

City of Santa Cruz. She initially 

worked as a Principal Management Analyst and a 

Council Affairs Manager. In August 2010, Tina was 

appointed Assistant City Manager in Santa Cruz. 

After nearly 9 years, she was selected to serve as the 

City Manager for the City of Scotts Valley. Tina was 

hired in September 2021 by the City of Coronado. 

She earned a BS from the University of Idaho, an 

MPP from Georgetown University and a JD in public 

law from Santa Clara University School of Law.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 
strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. Partners Matt Knabe, Marcus 

Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam Englander, 

Alex Cherin and Kellie Hawkins lead it. We pride 

ourselves on providing a unique and strategic 

perspective on a wide variety of issues. 
 

EKA provides lobbying, government affairs, public 

relations, political campaigns, and crisis 

management services for a wide variety of 

clientele. In addition, EKA provides professional 

litigation communication and expert witness 

services led by our team of strategists, lawyers, 

journalists, and media relations specialists. 

                                                          

Together, EKA has more than 100-

years of combined experience and 

a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, 

and the 88 cities within Los Angeles 

County.  

 

To contact EKA, please call 213) 741-1500 or email  

matt@ekapr.com. Matt Knabe, Managing Partner. 

 

 

“Time doesn’t take away from friendship,                        

nor does separation.” 

--Tennessee Williams 

 

 

mailto:matt@ekapr.com
http://www.ekapr.com/
https://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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California Public Managers in “C” Cities 

from Corcoran to Corte Madera 

 

Coronado has been blessed with excellent city 

managers through the years; Blair F. King,  Mark 

Ochenduszko, Homer L. Bludau, and Ray Silver 

among them.  

 

Blair King served Coronado as city manager from 

May 2010 until retiring in May 2021. He left California 

following retirement and is serving as the City 

Manager for Bainbridge Island, Washington. Prior to 

his city manager service in Coronado, Blair was city 

manager for Soledad (1991-1994); Imperial Beach 

(1994-1996); Half Moon Bay (1997-2001); and Lodi 

(2005-2010). He was the Assistant City Manager in 

Milpitas from 2001 to 2005.  

 

Mark J. Ochenduszko served as the Coronado city 

manager from August 1999 to December 31, 2010. 

Mark began his public service career as a Personnel 

Analyst for the City of La Mesa in November 1984. 

He went to Coronado in July 1987 as the Director of 

Administrative Services. In March 1991 he became 

the Assistant City Manager for the City of Temecula 

and in July 1992, Mark became the City Manager 

for the City of Campbell. In September 1996, he 

moved to the Cypress city manager position. In 

September 1999, Mark returned to Coronado as the 

City Manager. Since his retirement in 2010, Mark has 

served as Interim City Manager for Coronado in 

2021, and Del Mar in 2011. Mark earned a BA and 

MPA from San Diego State University. He has 

become a well-known professional photographer. 

 

Ramon “Ray” Silver, a longtime former Huntington 

Beach city manager, also served as city manager in 

Coronado, Westminster, and Upland. Ray served as 

President of the League of California Cities’ City 

Managers’ Department  in 2002-2003. At last report 

Ray moved out of California.  

 

Homer L. Bludau served as the Coronado city 

manager from January 1988 until May 1999. He 

served as the Newport Beach city manager from 

1999 to 2009. 

 

This amazing picture of the Hotel del Coronado in the 

City of Coronado was taken by Mark Ochenduszko. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This is sixteen-year-old Gracie Lewis. She is the 

daughter of Atascadero City Manager Jim Lewis. 

 

 

 

“There is nothing wrong with America that cannot 

be cured by what is right with America.” 

---Bill Clinton 
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California Public Managers in “C” Cities 

from Corcoran to Corte Madera 

 

Corte Madera is an incorporated 

town in the County of Marin. Since the 

area was known for its redwood tree 

lumber, it was named Corte Madera; 

the Spanish words for “Chop Wood.” 

The first Corte Madera post office 

opened in 1902. It originally used the 

name “Adams” and changed to Corte Madera 

when the community incorporated in 1916. The 2020 

population of Corte Madera is 10,222. Adam Wolff is 

the Town Manager and Rebecca Vaughn is the 

Assistant Town Manager. Lorena Barrera in the Town 

Clerk and Assistant to the Town Manager. Daria 

Carrillo is the Director of Finance and the Town 

Treasurer, and Amy Lyle is the Community 

Development Director. The Town Engineer and 

Public Works Director is R. J. Suokko, and Tim Barry is 

the Parks and Recreation Director.  

 

Corte Madera Town Manager 

Adam Wolff worked for the 

Department of City Planning in New 

York City from 2009 until May 2014. 

He joined the Corte Madera town 

staff in June 2014 as the Director of 

Planning and Building. Adam work 

more that 9 years in that position. 

He was selected to serve as the Corte Madera Town 

Manager in July 2022 and served “Interim” until 

December. He succeeded Town Manager Todd 

Cusimano, who served as Town Manager starting in 

December 2016, and resigned to become the Mill 

Valley city manager. Adam earned a BA in political 

science from the University of Washington and an 

MS in urban planning from the Columbia University 

Graduate School of Architecture, Planning & 

Preservation in New York. He was raised in Mill Valley 

and currently resides in Petaluma. 

 
 

“If you can’t outsmart people, outwork them.” 

 

---Bill Veeck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2024 Annual Conference 

November 13 – 15, 2024 

Hilton Santa Barbara Beachfront Resort 

633 E. Cabrillo Blvd., Santa Barbara, CA 93103 

 

 

 

Assistant Town Manager Rebecca 

Vaughn of Corte Madera joined the 

town staff in 2014. She began her 

public services career in July 1999 as a 

Public Information Assistant for the City 

of Culver City. Since she has held 

positions for the cities of San Francisco, Brisbane, 

and Redwood City. Rebecca also worked for the 

Sausalito Marin City Sanitary District  (October 2011-

May 2014) before joining the Corte Madera town 

staff in May 2014. She worked in the Town Clerk’s 

officer and became the Town Clerk and Assistant 

Town Manager in November 2019. Since June 2023 

she has focused on the Assistant Town Manager 

position only. Rebecca earned a BA from the 

University of California, Berkeley and an MPA from 

the University of Southern California (USC). ***  

https://www.cortemadera.gov/
https://www.mmanc.org/events/annual-conference/
https://www.mmasc.org/353/Annual-Conference
https://caseysimpson.iii.earth
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Over forty years ago, 33 cities joined forces to address their 

shared risks. They formed the California Joint Powers Insurance 

Authority to fill an immediate need and to develop a long-term 

strategy for mitigating the growing risks of their public 

agencies. 

The Authority is governed by elected officials from its member 

agencies. An Executive Committee, elected by members and 

guided by the California JPIA’s mission to provide innovative 

risk management solutions, provides strategic oversight while 

a professional staff of experienced risk mitigation experts 

facilitate day-to-day management and execute on key 

priorities and programs. 

Members of the California JPIA have committed their agencies 

to risk management best practices—including policy 

implementation, staff training, and operational guidance—that 

support proactive efforts to mitigate risk. Not merely an 

insurance solution, the California JPIA’s holistic model 

positions its member agencies to control costs and remain 

fiscally strong. 

Today, more than 100 public agencies have partnered with the 

California JPIA to address their risks and implement best 

practices. Member agencies vary from small, single-purpose 

entities to cities to special districts. Though diverse in their 

missions, each member is committed to the implementation of 

risk management practices and the overall financial health of 

the pool. 

 

California Joint Powers Insurance Authority 

8081 Moody Street, La Palma, CA  90623 

(800) 229-2343 | (562) 467-8700 

 

 

Core Values                                                              

Integrity: We hold ourselves to the highest ethical and 

professional standards. We pledge to fulfill our duties and 

deliver on our commitments. 

Excellence: We pursue distinction with passion. We proactively 

assess our performance and strive to continuously improve 

programs, services, and work product. 

Innovation: We foster creativity as we explore opportunities 

and meet challenges. 

Teamwork: We pursue productive relationships through 

communication, collaboration, understanding, and respect. 

Philosophy 

The California JPIA’s philosophy is rooted in its mission to 

provide innovative risk management solutions, and it is 

demonstrated through the Authority’s many different 

programs and services. These solutions comprise the 

Authority’s strategic approach to risk management, called 

LossCAP, that enables members to access expertise in 

insurance, claims, training, litigation, contracts, governmental 

entity exposures, and loss control. 

One of the enduring principles of the LossCAP program is its 

emphasis on relationships. Such high-level relationships 

exhibit trust, knowledge, and dependability in the routine 

interaction between the Authority and its members. This has 

allowed the Authority to develop meaningful and productive 

partnerships with members. The Authority relies on regional 

risk managers who have primary responsibility for these 

relationships. 

Since the beginning, the California JPIA has placed a strong 

emphasis on meeting the needs of its members. Over the years, 

the Executive Committee has pledged resources that have 

enhanced programs and services that fulfill a commitment to 

unparalleled risk management solutions and services. 

Alexander Smith,                                             

Chief Executive Officer,                                 

562-467-8727 

CJPIA Staff Team…800-229-2343 

 

 

 

 

https://cjpia.org/
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 Picking Up the Pieces: Fillmore City 

Manager David W. Rowlands is the new 

Santa Maria city manager. He is the first 

city manager to be hired from outside the 

city staff organization in about 60 years. 

Dave is succeeding City Manager Alex 

Posada, who has served as the Interim 

City Manager since September 2023. Alex 

resumes his responsibilities as the Director 

of Recreation and Parks. Dave has been the Fillmore city 

manager since August 2013. He previously worked as city 

manager for Clayton, Ohio from January 2001 to August 

2013, and previous to that he served as the Deputy City 

Manager for the City of Novato. He earned a BA from 

California Lutheran University and an MPA from California 

State University, Stanislaus. Dublin has a new City 

Manager. Assistant City Manager Colleen Tribby, 50, is 

the new Dublin city manager. She is taking the reins from 

City Manager Linda Smith who is leaving the city to 

become the City Manager for the City of Orinda. Colleen 

joined the Dublin city staff in 2013 as the Director of 

Administrative Services. She became the Assistant City 

Manager in 2019. Colleen earned a BA from Claremont 

McKenna College and an MBA from the European 

School of Economics. City of El Centro City Manager 

Cedric Ceseña is retiring at the end November 2024. 

Cedric served as Interim City Manager starting in 

November 2022 and he was appointed City Manager in 

July 2023. He began his public service career as a reserve 

firefighter with the Calexico Fire Department in 1992. In 

December 2013 he joined the El Centro Fire Department 

as a battalion chief and public information officer. 

Cedric earned a BS from the University of Phoenix. Anna 

Marie Presutti, a hotel industry veteran, is the new top 

tourism official for the City of San Francisco. Prior to being 

hired by San Francisco, Anna Marie was serving as Interim 

President and CEO of the San Francisco Travel 

Association since May, following the departure of her 

predecessor, Scott Beck. Anna Marie is a former General 

Manager of the Hotel Nikko in San Francisco. Don Pruyn, 

former San Dimas City Manager, who worked as the 

Housing Project Manager for the Tri-City Mental Health 

Services after retirement, and also worked as the Chief 

Financial Officer for the City of Huntington Park. Don and 

the late-Ray Harris were together as fans at the 2010 Los 

Angeles Angels’ of Anaheim MLB home opener. Don is a 

former “Proof of Life” participant. He and retired La 

Mirada City Manager Gary Sloan and retired City 

Manager Jerry Bankston of Camarillo were students at 

Bellflower High School students in 1963. Jessica Reed is a 

new Senior Administrative Analyst for the City of Barstow. 

She will be working in the Human Resources Department. 

Jessica has worked for Barstow for the past 18 years and 

held the same title position with the Environmental 

Services Department. She began her public service 

career in Barstow in the City Clerk’s Office. Jessica has 

earned an AA from Barstow Community College, and 

she is pursuing a BA from Columbia Southern University. 
 

Letters and Notes from Readers: 
 

Thanks for the random mention of my service at the 

end of the “Picking Up the Pieces” feature in your 

latest newsletter. It’s always nice to have someone 

acknowledge our tenure as a city manager.  I really 

enjoy your website. 

---Jim Lindley, City Manager, City of Dixon 

 

Hello. I thought you might get a 

chuckle out of this: I wanted to make 

a point and ran against the 

incumbent Wasatch County, Utah 

Assessor. I did not expect to get 

elected, but apparently, I wasn’t the 

only one who was upset with him. My 

campaign slogan was, “I’m running 

on his record.” 
 

Now, I have to go back to work.  

---Bob Adams, Retired City Manager, Manteca 

(1996-2008) 
  
NOTE: Congratulation, Bob! –Trackdown 

Management 

 

Paso Robles City Manager Ty Lewis, hired in August 2021 

after working as the Paso Robles Chief of Police, is on a 

leave of absence. Is doctor initiated a medical leave 

about two months back related to cardiac care issues. 

Ty also has a daughter in treatment for cancer. Assistant 

City Manager Chris Huot is the Acting City Manager. Chris 

previously worked with the City of Bakersfield. Ty worked 

in law enforcement for 25 years. It appears that he has 

exhausted his available medical leave. Kellee Fritzal 

worked as an Economic Development Administrator for 

the City of Culver City in 2000 to 2007. She took the 

Deputy Director of Economic Development in the City of 

Huntington Beach in May 2007. After nearly 13 years in 

Huntington Beach, Kellee joined the Fullerton city staff as 

Deputy Director of Community & Economic 

Development in January 2020. Kellee left that position in 

August 2022 and served as the Executive Director of a 

non-profit organization working with 9 North Orange 

County cities to address homelessness. In July 2024, Kellee 

became the Interim Executive Director for the Huntington 

Beach Downtown Business Improvement District. Kellee 

earned a BA from California State Polytechnic University, 

Pomona. Eric Sonstegard, Chief of Police in Edgewater, 

Colorado, is the new Assistant City Manager for Oxnard, 

where Alexander Nguyen is the city manager. Prior to 

serving Edgewater, Eric worked 26 years with the Oxnard 

Police Department and retired as Assistant Police Chief in 

2022. He was appointed Edgewater Chief of Police in 

May 2022. Eric earned a BS in the administration of justice 

from California Lutheran University and an MPA from 

California State University, Northridge.  



  

 

 

 

  City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management                             Page | 15                                  
October, 2024                                                                                                          Volume No. 17 | Issue No. 15 
                           

 

More Pieces Picked Up: Chris 

Constantin, former city manager for San 

Dimas where he worked with Assistant 

City Manager Brad McKinney, is the 

new Town Manager for the Town of Los Gatos. Chris 

began his San Dimas city manager service in January 

2021. He worked as the Assistant City Manager for the 

City of Chico from April 2013 until December 2020. Prior 

to that he was the Assistant City Auditor for the City of San 

Diego (February 2010 to April 2013). Chris was a Senior 

Auditor for the City of San Jose from September 2001 to 

January 2010. He served as a member of the Board of 

Trustees for the West Valley-Mission Community College 

District for more than 13 years starting in December 1996. 

Chris earned a BA from San Jose State University and an 

MPA from The Maxwell School at Syracuse University. 

Rebekah Kramer is the new Deputy City Manager for the 

City of Menifee. She has worked as the Assistant to the 

City Manager in Menifee since September 2022. She 

joined the Menifee city staff in January 2022 and served 

as Acting City Manager from October 2023 to February 

2024. Rebekah began her municipal experience as a 

Community Relations Manager for the City of San 

Bernardino in September 2011. She served as the Assistant 

City Manager for San Bernardino from July 2019 to August 

2021. Rebekah earned a BS from the University of Utah 

and an MA in organizational management from the 

University of Phoenix. Former San Bernardino city 

manager Robert D. Field has been hired to serve as the 

city manager for Medford, Oregon. He succeeds City 

Manager Brian Sjothun. Bob began his San Bernardino 

city manager tenure in September 2020 and resigned in 

January 2023. Prior to that he served as Assistant County 

Executive Officer for the County of Riverside. Robert 

earned a BA in history from the University of California, 

Riverside and an MA in leadership and organizational 

studies from California Baptist University. 

 

Recent studies indicate that the States most Californians 

are moving to include Texas, Florida, Washington, 

Tennessee, and Nevada. Reasons for leaving California 

include the high cost of living, and the high cost of 

housing, renting and buying. The Los Angeles Times 

reported that people leaving California outnumbered 

newcomers by more than 700,000 between July 2021 

and July 2022. This year (2024), as of May 2024, almost 

18,000 people moved to other states. People are leaving 

for other states because California is expensive. Four of 

the Jack Simpson California-native children currently live 

in other states: Hawaii, Montana, Nevada, and 

Tennessee.  

 

SHORTS: *Matt Huffaker, Santa Cruz city 

manager and former Watsonville city 

manager Rene Mendez, jumped from the 

Santa Cruz Municipal Wharf wearing a rubber 

duck tube to help raise funds for the Holiday 

Food & Fund Drive for the Second Harvest 

Food Bank. *Former Ramona Municipal Water District 

CFO Craig Schmollinger is the new Director of Finance for 

the City of Poway. *Malibu Deputy City Manager Alexis 

Brown served previously as the Assistant City Manager for 

the City of Imperial (June 2013-August 2023), and she 

earned a BA from DeVry University. *Santa 

Barbara City Administrator Kelly McAdoo, 

who previously served as the City Manager 

for the City of Hayward (August 2016-May 

2024), earned a BA and an MPA from The 

University of Kansas. *Gary Nordquist retired 

as the city manager for the City of Wildomar in 2022. 

*Tony Olivito, who is from Downey and previously worked 

with the staff of the California Contract Cities Association, 

is currently living in Birch Bay, Washington. *San Dimas 

Assistant City Manager Brad McKinney, the position he 

has held since June 2019, previously served as Assistant 

City Manager for the cities of Rosemead and Alhambra. 

*Monterey Park City Manager Ron Bow served more than 

24-years in the United States Air Force. *Los Angeles 

County Assessor Jeff Prang, a former Pico Rivera Assistant 

City Manager, reports that the 2024 county Assessment 

Roll has increased by 4.85% over last year’s, breaking the 

$2 trillion mark in net total value for the first time. *Retired 

Vista City Manager Rita Geldert, a former CCMF Board of 

Trustees President, has been spending time with her sister 

in Florida. *Malibu city manager Steve McClary, who took 

the position following the resignation of City Manager 

Reva Feldman, and previously worked for Ojai, Camarillo, 

and Fillmore, began his working career as a newspaper 

reporter in Fillmore. *June Fleming retired as the Palo Alto 

City Manager in 2012 after working for the city for more 

than 30 years, starting with the Palo Alto Public Library 

and becoming city manager in 1992. *Pasadena 

Assistant City Manager David Reyes and Interim Director 

of the Department of Water and Power, participated as 

an “in the ring” fighter in the Annual Centennial Square 

Boxing Show. *Valerie Baron, Concord city manager, is a 

strong advocate of the Harvard Kennedy Senior 

Executives in State and Local Government Program. 

*Carpinteria City Manager Mike Ramirez, who earned a 

BA from California State University, Northridge and an 

MPP from California Lutheran University, previously 

worked in recreation for the cities of Oxnard and 

Moorpark before being appointed Assistant City 

Manager in Carpinteria in December 2021. *San Dimas 

Assistant City Manager Brad McKinney work for Anaheim 

(2009-2012); Claremont (2012-2016); Rosemead (2016-

2018); and Alhambra (2018-2019) before joining the San 

Dimas city staff in May 2020. *Jorge Rifa, who received a 

35 Year ICMA Service Award in 2013, worked for 

Compton, El Monte, Soledad, and Salinas, prior to taking 

the City Administrator position in the City of Commerce, 

from where he retired in 2017. *Carl Simpson, City of 

Jackson city manager, previously served as Assistant City 

Manager for Dallas, Texas. 

“Never apologize for being patriotic.”                                

–The Late Country Music Artist Toby Keith 
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“Proof of Life” 

Twenty-two (22) veteran public managers gathered 

on Thursday, September 19, 2024, for a “Proof of Life” 

lunch at the North Woods Inn Restaurant                          

in La Mirada:     

 

Ron Molendyk, former Lake Elsinore City Manager, and Interim 

City Manager in Perris, who took delivery of a 2023 Corvette 

C8 Stingray on September 25, 2022. Ron is a past President of 

the Orange County Corvette Club.  

 

Jim DeStefano, retired Diamond Bar City Manager. Jim was 

Community Development Director for Chino Hills when he was 

appointed Diamond Bar City Manager in July 2006. He retired 

in 2017. 

  

Jim Barisic, a former Artesia City Manager who also worked for 

Paramount and Cerritos. Jim served as a U.S. Army officer in 

Vietnam. He is the Founder and Chair of Brandywine Homes, 

headquartered in Irvine. 

 

Glenn Southard, a San Clemente resident, is the retired City 

Manager for Indio and Claremont. Former ACM in San Juan 

Capistrano and he worked in West Covina and Riverside. 

Glenn is one of the Founders of the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF).  

 

Don Penman is a retired Arcadia City Manager. He was also 

chief executive for Baldwin Park and San Fernando and 

previously worked for Simi Valley. Since retirement, Don has 

completed many interim assignments, including Interim City 

Manager in Ventura and now in South Pasadena. 

 

Wayne Wedin, who served as the Brea City Manager for 15-

years. Wayne also served as a Council Member and Mayor in 

Brea. He is the President of Wedin Enterprise, Inc., a financial 

consulting firm. 

 

Jon Shull is a retired Chief Executive Officer of the California 

Joint Powers Insurance Authority. Jon previously worked for the 

Cities of Cerritos and Signal Hill. He joined the CJPIA as 

Assistant Executive Director with Director Bill Holt. Jon was 

appointed Chief Executive Officer in 2002 and retired in 2023. 

 

Lloyd de Llamas is a founder and former President and 

Executive Chair of HdL Companies. Lloyd served as City 

Manager for Woodlake, Lawndale, and Monterey Park. He 

served in the California National Guard. He earned a BS from 

San Diego State University. 

 

Mark Alexander recently retired as the La Cañada Flintridge 

City Manager from 2003 after joining the city staff in October 

1988. He also worked in San Dimas, Glendora, and Simi Valley. 

Earned an MPA at the University of Southern California (USC). 

Mark is an enthusiastic USC Trojan booster.  

 

Mike Egan, a retired Norwalk City Manager, and longtime 

Bellflower City Manager. Mike recently served as the Interim 

City Manager in Artesia. He is a member of the Tripepi Smith 

team. He is an enthusiastic USC booster. 

 

Jack A. Simpson, worked for Paramount, Artesia, Cerritos, 

Hawaiian Gardens and Bellflower. Former member of the 

CCMF Board of Trustees. Worked with Willdan. 

Greg Korduner, retired Huntington Park City Manager. Greg is 

one of the Founders of the “Proof of Life” lunch program. He  

served as City Manager in El Monte and South El Monte. He 

worked for Norwalk and Artesia. He served as Interim City 

Manager in Los Alamitos. A Dodgers’ and Angels fan. 

 

Tom Robinson, retired City of La Mirada City Manager (2008-

2013). Tom worked for Commerce and Cerritos, and since 

retirement he served as Interim City Manager in La Habra 

Heights. He is a Management Consultant with his firm TR 

Management Services, Inc., currently serving as Interim 

Assistant City Manager for La Habra Heights. 

 

John Bramble, a Downey resident, retired as the Merced City 

Manager. John served as City Administrator in Bell (1988-1993) 

and Merced city manager (2008-2016). John is an avid golfer 

and occasionally hits a course with Greg Korduner.  

 

Bill Crowe worked for Paramount (1975-1980) before joining 

the staff of L.A. County Supervisor Pete Schabarum (1980-

1990). He served as the Rosemead City Manager (2002-2006) 

before serving until retiring as El Segundo Assistant City 

Manager.  

 

Chris J. Jeffers became the Glendora city manager in 2007. He 

joined the South Gate city staff as city manager, first as 

Interim, and retired in December 2023. He took the Monterey 

Park city manager position in 1991 and served 16. Years. Chris 

earned a BA and MPA from Northern Arizona University.  

 

John Shirey retired as the Sacramento city manager in 2016. 

He served as the Executive Director of the California 

Redevelopment Association from 2002 to 2011. He is a former 

Assistant City Manager in Long Beach and a former city 

manager for Cincinnati, Ohio.  

 

Natalie Salazar is the Executive Director in the Los Angeles 

Region for Crime Stoppers. She retired from the Los Angeles 

County Sheriff’s Department in 2012 after more than 21 years. 

 

Jorge Rifa was the Soledad city manager in 1984-1991 and 

served as Deputy City Manager in Salinas from 1991 to 2008. 

He went to Commerce as City Administrator in 2008 and 

retired there in 2017. 

 

Jeff Collier retired as the Whittier city manager in November 

2019. He worked as Acting City Manager in Fullerton in 2021-

2022. He also worked in Chino Hills and West Covina.  

 

Steve Harding, a former City Manager who serves as a public 

policy and administration university level educator. Served the 

cities of Murrieta, Jurupa Valley, Menifee, and San Jacinto. 

 

James Purtee worked for Simi Valley from 1988 until 2015 

starting in planning. Jim served as Palmdale city manager from 

2015 until he retired in December 2019.  

 

 

“Proof  of Life” lunches are opportunities to meet and 

socialize with former colleagues. No one understands the 

challenges  of a city manager except those who have 

served as one. The next “Proof of Life” lunch will be at the 

same La Mirada venue on Thursday, December 12, 2024. 

https://trackdownmanagement.net/

