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Alcatraz Island in the San Francisco Bay, often referred to 

as “The Rock,” is a mile and a half off the coast of San 

Francisco. The island was a military fort, a prison and is 

now a National Park site. There have been recent talks of 

reopening the prison facilities. Alcatraz began as a 

military fort in the 1850s and included 

personnel during the Civil War. In1854 it 

was opened as the first lighthouse on 

the West Coast, and in the 1930s, 

Alcatraz was converted into a 

maximum-security federal prison, 

operating from 1934 to 1963. Since 1973, 

Alcatraz has been added to the 

Golden Gate National Recreation 

Area. 

California Managers in Cities from          

Ione to Isleton Plus Indio 

 

This June 2025 issue of the City Manager Newsletter 

by Trackdown includes information regarding the 

cities of Indio, Ione, Irvine, Irwindale and Isleton. This  

grouping includes a city in Los Angeles County, 

Irwindale; a city in Amador County, Ione;  one each 

from the counties of Orange (Irvine); Sacramento 

(Isleton); and the County of Riverside (Indio). Indio is 

out of order because we missed it in the last issue. 

Former city manager Alexander P. Meyerhoff called 

our error to our attention. A sincere apology and 

“Thank you” go to Alex. We appreciate his help and 

his readership.  
 

 

“…with care, persistence, and a strong 

team, anything is possible.”                                                          

--- Haylynn Conrad, Council Member, 

City of Malibu 
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http://www.ekapr.com
https://www.tripepismith.com/
https://cjpia.org/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
http://www.willdan.com
https://www.indio.org/
https://www.ione-ca.com/
https://cityofirvine.org/
https://www.irwindaleca.gov/
https://www.cityofisleton.com/
https://gonsalvi.com/
https://trackdownmanagement.net/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is one of the leading 

strategic communications and public affairs firms in 

Southern California. The Founding Partner is Harvey 

Englander, and Partners include Matt Knabe, Marcus 

Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam Englander, 

Alex Cherin and Kellie Hawkins lead it. We pride 

ourselves on providing a unique and strategic 

perspective on a wide variety of issues. 
 

EKA provides lobbying, government affairs, public 

relations, political campaigns, and crisis 

management services for a wide variety of clientele. 

In addition, EKA provides professional litigation 

communication and expert witness services led by 

our team of strategists, lawyers, journalists, and 

media relations specialists. 
                                                   

Together, EKA has more than 100-

years of combined experience and 

a multitude of relationships within the 

City & County of Los Angeles, and 

the 88 cities within Los Angeles 

County. Matt Knabe graduated from 

Pepperdine University. He was a four-year member 

of the Pepperdine University Men’s Golf Team. 
 

To contact EKA, please call 213) 741-1500                        

or email  matt@ekapr.com. Matt Knabe, Managing 

Partner.  

 

 

California Contract Cities Association 

 

 

 
 

    

 Brenda Olmos of Paramount, President 

  John Erickson of West Hollywood, Vice President 

Chris Barajas of Jurupa Valley, Secretary 

  Jennifer Perez of Norwalk, Immediate Past Pres. 

 

Marcel Rodarte Executive Director  
 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210  

   Cerritos, California 90703 

 Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

Email: info@contractcities.org 

California Managers in Cities from          

Ione to Isleton Plus Indio 

 

Indio is the descendant of an 1876 

railroad town that served the 

Southern Pacific Railroad lines 

between Yuma, Arizona and Los 

Angeles. By the turn of the century, 

Indio had become a young 

agricultural area. Farmers irrigated through wells 

and access to the All-American Canal. Favorite 

crops were onions, cotton, grapes, citrus and dates. 

In 1907, Indio became the home of the USDA’s Date 

Station where scientist researched date cultivation  

and farming techniques used in the Persian Gulf 

and North Africa, where dates are native. Indio has 

grown into a nice place to live. It is the largest and 

fastest growing city in Riverside County’s Coachella 

Valley. Nearly 1.4 million visitors come to the 

community to attend the Coachella Valley Music & 

Arts Festival, and Stagecoach Country Music 

Festival. These music events have developed Indio 

into one of the top emerging travel destinations in 

the country. Indio was incorporated in May 1930. Its 

2020 population is 89,137. Bryan Montgomery is the 

city manager, and Jonathan Nicks is the Assistant 

City Manager. Sabdi Sanchez is the City Clerk, and 

Ruby D. Walla is the Director of Finance. The Indio 

Chief of Police is Brian Tully. Brian Halvorson is the 

Director of Community Development, and Timothy 

Wassil is the Director of Public Works.  

 

 

 

Robert & Karen Flores 

and Susan Simpson 

visited the famous 

Marilyn Monroe  

Statue on a warm  

May 2025 Palm 

Springs evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:matt@ekapr.com
mailto:info@contractcities.org
http://www.ekapr.com/
https://contractcities.org/
https://www.indio.org/
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 California Managers in Cities from          

Ione to Isleton Plus Indio 

 

Bryan H. Montgomery is an ICMA  

Credentialed Manager. He came 

to Indio as city manager in May 

2021 after serving as the City of 

Oakley city manager from 

December 2005. Oakley was 

Bryan’s first California city manager 

position. Before Oakley he was the city manager for 

Mesquite, Nevada from 1998 to 2005, and City 

Administrator in Rupert, Idaho from April 1997 to 

November 1998. From 1994 to 1997, Bryan was the 

Assistant City Manager in Alamogordo,  New 

Mexico. He began his public service career in 1993 

as a city management intern in Provo, Utah. Bryan 

served as Adjunct Professor at Los Medanos College 

in Pittsburg, California from 2015 to March 2021, and 

at San Franciso State University from 2011 to April 

2021. Since January 2025, Bryan serves as an 

Adjunct Professor at the College of the Desert in 

Palm Desert. Bryan earned an MPA from Brigham 

Young University.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities. 

Since 1988, The Olson Company mission has been  

to work hand-in-hand with cities to solve the  

critical shortage of urban housing by promoting  

and investing in responsible development that  

improves quality of life for everyone. 

 

The company has successfully 

 partnered with more than 100 cities since 1988. 
 

Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 
 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

 3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100                                   

Seal Beach, CA 90740 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike and Teresa Egan, on a well-earned vacation, 

says that Krakow, Poland is a beautiful city with deep 

cultural history. Mike is a retired Norwalk and 

Bellflower city manager. He has served as Artesia 

Interim City Manager and is currently the La Palma 

“Interim.” 

 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Telephone: 949-235-0525                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 
 

Wolf & Company Inc. provides  

municipal consulting services to State and local 

    governments, and not-for-profit corporations. 
 

    Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis                     

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program  

Administration and Oversight 

Agent Services. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
163 Limestone Road, Claremont, CA 91711 

Telephone: 949-235-0525 

https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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Executive Level Posse Roster: 
 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager    

Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, Lancaster 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Retired City Manager 

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia 

Chuck Bryant, Past City Admin., Hawaiian Gardens  

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

*Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, West Sacramento 

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired City Manager 

 

Posse Roster: 
 

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired City Manager, Rocklin  

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager, Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon 

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Atascadero 

Donald Jeffers, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park 

Wayne Wedin, Retired City Manager, Brea 

Karen Herrera, Retired Deputy City Manager, Duarte 

 
 

City Manager Newsletter by 

       Trackdown Management 
 

                       10 Claret 

      Rancho Mirage, California 92270 

 

Cell Phone:  Jack Simpson | 562-896-5424 

Cell Phone: Susan Simpson | 310-418-1035 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

 

The Independent Cities Finance Authority is an 

unaffiliated Joint Powers Authority (JPA) with the  

goal of helping communities fund critical projects. 

Since its inception in 1988, ICFA has assisted  

funding more than $500 million in critical  

community projects, from hospitals to charter  

schools, public utilities, and housing. 

 

Jose Solache, ICFA President                                    

Lynwood City Council Member 
 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                         

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

Text

Description automatically generated

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
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Jim L. Barisic, former 

Artesia City Manager 

who also worked in 

Cerritos and 

Paramount, and is a 

Viet Nam veteran, 

founded Brandywine in 1994. 

 

Jim and two of his sons Brett Whitehead and David 

Barisic, and Alex Hernandez, the President of the 

Homebuilding Division, and Mario Urzua, the Chief 

Financial Officer are the Brandywine Homes 

executive team. Please check the firm’s website 

for current sales! 

 

Now selling: Avila - El Monte, Cabrillo Crossings - 

Santa Ana, Carson Landing - Carson, and  

Mirasol - El Monte 

  

Coming Soon: Solara - Westminster 

 

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

Contract the firm for information about their Local 

Heroes program incentives and advantages. It is 

an honor to help local first-responders, teachers, 

military members, nurses and firefighters. 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                      

16580 Aston Street 

Irvine, California  92606 

 

 

“Proof of Life” Lunch, July 17, 2025  

 

The next “Proof of Life” 

lunch will be at the 

Northwoods Inn 

Restaurant in La Mirada 

on Thursday, July 17, 

2025. Please put it on 

your calendar and plan 

to be there!  
 

This “Proof of Life” lunch picture shows former city managers 

Lloyd de Llamas, Mark  Alexander and John Bramble. POL 

luncheons are opportunities for former colleagues to meet 

and greet. Gather at 11:30 for the noon lunch on Thursday, 

July 17, 2025. 

California Managers in Cities from          

Ione to Isleton Plus Indio 

 

Glenn Southard, a San Clemente 

resident,  began his public service 

career working for the city of Riverside 

starting in June 1974. In March 1981, 

Glenn was appointed Assistant to the 

City Manager for the City of West 

Covina. He joined the City of San 

Juan Capistrano staff in April 1985 as Assistant City 

Manager. Glenn became city manager for the City 

of Claremont in June 1988 and held that post for 

nearly 17 years until he took the Indio city manager 

position in April 2005. Glenn retired in April 2010. 

Glenn earned a BA from San Diego State University 

and an MPA from California State University, 

Fullerton. He is a Founding member and past 

President of CCMF. Glenn is a regular participant at 

the “Proof of Life” Luncheons. 

 

Fred Diaz became Indio City Manager 

in October 1990 and served in that 

position until October 1994. Fred left 

Indio to become the City Manager for 

Tracy and served there between 

October 1994 until October 2004, 

when he was appointed to the 

Fremont city manager position. Fred was Fremont 

city manager for nearly 14 years before retiring in 

July 2018, after a 35-year local government career. 

Fred credits Roy Pederson and the late Joe Goeden 

for introducing him as an intern to the city manager 

practice of governance. Fred earned a BA and 

MPA from California State University, Fullerton.  

 

Phillip Hawes was appointed Indio city manager in 

January 1971. Phil served as Assistant City Manager 

from February 1970, and before that he was the City 

Manager in Indian Wells between October 1968 

until he joined the Indio city staff. Phil began his 

public service career in July 1962 with Kings County. 

He took an Administrative Assistant job with Fresno 

in May 1965, and then joined Indio for the first time 

as Assistant City Manager from November 1965 until 

he became City Manager for Indian Wells in 1968. 

Phil served as Indio City Manager until December 

1990. He earned an AA degree from College of the 

Sequoias in Visalia, and a BA and MA from Fresno 

State College (University). 

http://www.brandywinedev.com
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California Managers in Cities from          

Ione to Isleton Plus Indio 

  

Though we have not crafted a complete Indio city 

manager list, we are hopeful to present a decent 

representative group of managers.  

 

Dan Martinez was the Indio City Manager between 

July 2010 and July 2017. Dan worked for the County 

of Riverside from March 2006 until July 2010. Dan 

earned an AA degree from College of the Desert 

and a BA from California State University, San 

Bernardino. 

 

Allyn S. Waggle, served as Indio City Manager from 

August 1994-1998. Allyn went on to work for the 

Coachella Valley Association of Governments. He 

was Director of Transportation.  

 

Roy T. Ramirez served as Interim City Manager and 

Chief of Police for the City of Indio in 1998 . 

 

 

 

 

 

NHA advisors, LLC provides strategic, objective  

and financially sound advice to public agencies 

throughout California. Consistently ranked as one   

of the most active municipal advisors,  

NHA Advisors is distinguished from the competition 

by delivering broad advisory and consulting 

services to meet the challenging and complex 

needs of public agency clients.  

                                                                                               

As a fiduciary, the firm develops comprehensive 

options and strategies that solve for 

maintaining/enhancing service levels, capital 

project needs, manage and contain costs and 

risks such as rising pension costs and promote fiscal 

sustainability through prudent policies. 

 

Principals include  Mark Northcross, Eric Scriven,        

Mike Meyer, Rob Schmidt, and Leslie Bloom. 

  

Craig Hill, Managing Principal    
Financial & Policy Strategies. Delivered. 
Telephone: (415) 785-2025   

Cell: (415) 518-4130 

Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com 

 

City of Ione, located in Amador 

County, once known as 

“Bedbug” and “Freezeout,” was 

important on the main road to 

the Mother Lode and Southern 

Mines during the California gold 

rush. The first post office for the 

community was opened in 1852. The City of Ione 

was incorporated as a General Law City in 1953. The 

2020 population is 5,141. Mule Creek State Prison is 

located in Ione. There are about 3,782 inmates living 

at the facility, obviously well above the designed 

capacity of 1,700. The prison population accounts 

for more than half on Ione’s total population. The 

late famous jazz pianist Dave Brubeck grew up in 

Ione. George Lee is the Ione city manager, and 

Janice Traverso is the City Clerk. Michael Ormsby is 

the Finance Manager. Ken Mackey is the Fire Chief, 

and John Alfred is the Chief of Police. Salina Mitchell 

is the Recreation Coordinator. 

 

George Lee has been an Amador County resident 

for more than thirty years. He became the Ione city 

manager in 2024 taking over from acting city 

manager Amy Gedney.  

 

Ione hired former Sutter Creek City Manager Amy 

Gedney to be the Ione acting city manager in 

March 2023. 

 

Michael Rock served as the Ione city manager from 

April 2021 until he left in February 2023. Michael 

started as the General Manager of the Amador 

County Recreation Agency (ACRA) in May 2023, 

and he worked there until May 2025. He is an 

available public manager or consultant. Starting in 

1993 Michael began his public service career as a 

Project Director for the County of Yolo. He worked 

for Rocklin before moving to Fairfax in November 

2007, where he became Town Manager. He worked 

as city manager in the cities of Lomita (2012-2015), 

Banning (2015-2017), Santa Paula (2017-2019), and 

Yuba City (2019-2020) before being hired by Ione. 

Michael earned a BA and MPPA from California 

State University, Sacramento. He is an ICMA 

Credentialed City Manager. 

 

mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
https://nhaadvisors.com/
https://www.ione-ca.com/
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https://Caseysimpson.iii.earth 

Some of the most effective vitamins you 

can buy! Vitamins supplements that are not absorbed  

can be a waste of money. Contact 

Casey Simpson to discover vitamin products 

that provide maximum absorption. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Joe A. Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; 

you don't need them often but when you do, they 

had better work." 
 

Anthony D. Gonsalves and two of his sons, 

Jason A. Gonsalves and Paul A. Gonsalves, are 

expert local government lobbyists. 
 

Founded in 1975 by former Assembly Member 

Joe A. Gonsalves, the firm represents 50-plus cities 

and is a key player in city legislation. The firm works 

closely with the League of California Cities. 

 

Anthony Gonsalves, 

President of the firm, 

is a long time 

Member of the 

California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF) Board of Trustees. 

 

Taylor Gonsalves is an attorney and the firm’s 

Director of Communications 
                

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

1201 K Street 

Sacramento, California 95814 
 

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

 

California Managers in Cities from          

Ione to Isleton Plus Indio 

 

Irvine, former home to the two 

United States Marine Corps 

facilities, Marine Corp Air 

Station El Toro and Marine 

Corp Air Station Tustin, was 

named in 1888 by the 

landowner James Irvine. The 

Irvine Company started developing the area in the 

1960s. Irvine is also home to several institutions of 

higher-education including the University of 

California, Irvine (UCI), Concordia University, Irvine 

Valley College, and campuses of the University of La 

Verne and Pepperdine University. Mexican 

independence from Spain in 1821 brought a land 

grant system. Three large Spanish/Mexican land 

grant ranchos, made up the land that became the 

Irvine Ranch. Through a number of land transactions 

James Irvine acquired 110,000 acres in 1878. James 

died in 1886, leaving the ranch to his son James 

Irvine II, who incorporated it into the Irvine 

Company. James shifted the ranch’s operations 

from sheep graving to field crops, olive and citrus 

crops. James died in 1947 at the age of 80 and his 

son, Myford, assumed the Presidency of the Irvine 

Company. The city was incorporated in December 

1971. The 2020 population is 318,683.  

 

                       Guadalupe, California  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Guadalupe is a city in Santa Barbara County. Todd 

Bodem is the Guadalupe City Administrator. Todd 

previously served in several cities and counties in 

Minnesota. He took over for Interim City Administrator 

Robert Perrault, who was hired following Cruz Ramos, 

who resigned after about two years on the job. 

https://caseysimpson.iii.earth/
https://gonsalvi.com/
https://cityofirvine.org/
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California Managers in Cities from          

Ione to Isleton Plus Indio 

 

Irvine is in the process of changing city managers. 

Well-thought of City Manager Oliver C. Chi became 

Irvine’s sixth city manager starting in December 

2021. He came to Irvine from the city manager 

position in Huntington Beach. Assistant City 

Manager Sean Crumby is serving as the Interim City 

Manager.  

 

Eagle Scout Oliver C. Chi began his 

public service career as a Field 

Representative for a member of 

the California State Legislature in 

August 1999. Oliver became a 

Communications & Marketing 

Specialist for the City of Arcadia in 

June 2003. He took a Management 

Analyst position in Claremont in November 2004, 

and he was promoted to Assistant to the City 

Manager in August 2005. When Oliver left 

Claremont, he joined the city staff in the City of 

Rosemead as the Deputy City Manager and 

Director of Administrative Services. He was 

appointed Interim City Manager in June 2007 and 

became the Rosemead City Manager in 

September 2007. Oliver left Rosemead in 2009 and 

worked on the private side for a couple of years 

before he was hired as the Assistant City Manager 

in the City of Barstow in February 2011. In October 

2014 Oliver was selected to be the Monrovia city 

manager. He left there in September 2019 to be the 

city manager for the city of Huntington Beach. 

Oliver left to assume the Irvine city manager job in 

December 2021. He is now on his way to assume the 

Santa Monica city manager position. Oliver earned 

a BA from the University of California, Los Angeles 

(UCLA) and an MPA from the University of Southern 

California (USC). In 2019 he received a 10-year 

ICMA Service Award. He served as the President of 

the Municipal Management Association of 

Southern California (MMASC) in 2004-2005. 
 

 

Call it the Buster Posey Effect, good vibes 

that extend from the team to the San 

Francisco Giants' fan base. Buster's status 

as an icon after a Hall of Fame-caliber 

career and his “you're in goodhands” has 

transferred seamlessly to the front office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed 

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.  

             

  CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills, 
 

CH&W represents both public and private clients 

throughout California in municipal law. 
 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Michael is an elected member of the American Law 

Institute, and he is a leading expert in local 

 government legal issues.  
 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020).  

https://chwlaw.us/ 
 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357; 213-542-5700; 

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665 

 

 

 

 

 

Jonathan Royas, Santa Paula, President 

Joseph Cisneros, La Palma, Vice President 

633 E. Cabrillo Blvd., Santa Barbara, CA 93103 

 

Both MMASC & MMANC support ICMA’s  

educational, diversity, equity and inclusion efforts. 

 

 

 

 

Candice Rankin Mumby, President 

Sustainability Manager, Walnut Creek 

Anthony Valdez, Vice President 

Assistant City Manager, Bakersfield,  

 

3620 American River Drive, Suite 230,                              

Sacramento, CA 95864 

Graphical user interface

Description automatically generated

https://chwlaw.us/
https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.mmanc.org/events/annual-conference/
https://www.mmasc.org/353/Annual-Conference
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Remembering Eugene Norman Rogers 
 

Retired Moreno Valley City Manager Gene Rogers 

passed away April 14, 2024. He was 74 years old. Gene 

had been battling leukemia for several months. Gene 

lived in Pebble Beach. He served as the Moreno Valley 

city manager from August 1996 to January 2006. Gene 

began his public service career working for the City of 

Sunnyvale as an administrative aide in February 1978. 

Following his retirement, Gene took a number of 

“interim” assignments, including interim city manager 

in the cities of Coachella and Davis. He earned a BS 

and MS from San Jose State University. Gene was an 

exceptionally good golfer and played in some elite 

quality tournaments. In 2019, Gene received a 35-year 

ICMA Service Award. 

California Managers in Cities from          

Ione to Isleton Plus Indio 

 

Irvine Assistant City Manager Sean Crumby has 

been tagged to serve as Interim City Manager as 

Oliver Chi relocates to Santa Monica. Pete 

Carmichael and Michelle Grettenberg are both 

Irvine Assistant City Managers and Brian King is 

Assistant City Manager. Former Irvine city managers 

include William Woollett Jr. (1972-1989), Paul Brady 

(1990-1999), Allison Hart (1999-2005), Sean Joyce 

(2005-2018) and John Russo (2018-2020).  

 

After working for a couple of private 

civil engineering firms starting in June 

1995, Sean Crumby joined the 

Newport Beach city staff as a Civil 

Engineer in November 2000. He went 

to work for the City of Seal Beach as 

the Deputy City Engineer in October 

2005. In August 2007, Sean was hired to serve as the 

Director of Public Works and City Engineer for the 

City of Stanton. Sean returned to Seal Beach as 

Director of Public Works in April 2010 and Assistant 

City Manager in April 2011. In August 2015, he joined 

the Long Beach city staff as Deputy Director of 

Public Works and City Engineer. He worked for Long 

Beach Energy Resources in 2018-2020, serving as the 

Deputy General Manager of Engineering for the 

Long Beach Water Department. In August 2020, 

Sean joined the Huntington Beach city staff as 

Director of Public Works. Sean was hired by Irvine in 

April 2023 as the Director of Project Delivery and 

Sustainability. His position was modified in February 

2024 to Director of Public Works and Sustainability, 

and he became Assistant City Manager in 

November 2024. Sean earned a BS in civil 

engineering from the University of Nevada, Reno.  

 

Sean Joyce served as the Irvine city 

manager for nearly 14 years, after he 

was city manager for Sierra Madre 

(1990-1996) and South Pasadena 

(1996-2004). Since retiring in 2018 he 

has worked as Interim City Manager for 

the cities of South Pasadena (twice), 

Huntington Beach, San Clemente, and Laguna 

Beach. He earned a BA and an MPA from California 

State University, Fullerton.  

https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers.aspx
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California Managers in Cities from          

Ione to Isleton Plus Indio 

 

Irwindale is a Los Angeles 

County city in the San 

Gabriel Valley. It is known 

for its quarries of sand 

and gravel that were 

used throughout the area 

for the paving of roadways and building base 

material. Some notable businesses are anchored in 

Irwindale. Huy Fong Foods, makers of Sriracha, a 

popular hot sauce, is made in Irwindale. A 200-acre 

Miller Brewing Company plant was built there, and 

the corporate headquarters of Home Savings of 

America calls Irwindale home. The Irwindale 

Speedway opened in 1999 but has closed its doors 

and the land is planned for an industrial park. 

Irwindale was incorporated in August 1957. Its 2020 

population is set at 1,472. Julian Miranda is the city 

manager, and Theresa Olivares is the Assistant City 

Manager. Laura Nieto is the City Clerk. Assistant to 

the City Manager Iris Espino works in the Public 

Information Office. 

 

Irwindale City Manager Julian A. 

Miranda is a former City Council 

Member and six grade teacher for 

the Hacienda La Puente Unified 

School District. He served three non-

consecutive terms of office from 

1992 to 2015. Julian served four one-

year terms as the city’s Mayor. He began his city 

manager tenure in February 2023, succeeding City 

Manager William Tam, who retired. Julian has 

worked as a teacher for 24 years. Julian’s uncles, 

Miguel and Patricio Miranda, served on the first 

Irwindale city council and planning commission. His 

father is a former Irwindale Chief of Police. Julian  

 

Iris Espino, Irwindale Assistant to the City Manager, 

who works economic development and public 

information, joined the city staff in 2017. She earned 

a BA in communications from California State 

University, Fullerton and an MPA from California 

State University, Northridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. 

 

RWG delivers practical advice and solutions  

tailored to the unique needs of public entities. 

 

Working seamlessly across offices in 

 Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange County, 

Temecula, and the Central Coast.  

The RWG team of experts provides the full scope of 

public law services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from 

listening carefully and asking the right questions. 
 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member 

 of the Board of Trustees of the 

California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF 

 

Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

The Raw Performance 

gym is a place where 

strength training is used for 

self-improvement. Special 

group sessions for sports 

teams, police and fire 

departments or other 

groups  may be arranged. 

 

 

Raw Performance Coach/Owner, William Ha,  

CSCS is a professional and popular certified  

strength and conditioning coach. 
 

Call: 714-335-4436 |                                                         

10579 Bloomfield Avenue 

Los Alamitos, California 90720 

https://www.irwindaleca.gov/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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 California Managers in Cities from          

Ione to Isleton Plus Indio 

 

Irwindale has had many city managers over the 

years since the city’s incorporation. Charles 

“Charlie” R. Martin served as City Manager, City 

Clerk and City Attorney starting in 1973. Charlie 

stepped away from the city manager and city clerk 

positions in 1990. Little information appears 

available on some of the former city managers, but 

their names have been mentioned along the way. 

Alfred Fraijo Herrera  is noted in 1990. Altadena 

resident Steve Blancarte served for a time, and 

former Whittier Assistant City Manager, Robert 

Griego retired from the Irwindale City Manager post. 

Bob served more than seven years as the Deputy 

Chief Administrative Officer in San Diego County. He 

also served as the General Manager of the Otay 

Water District. Highly professional public manager 

Martin Lomeli, retired La Verne city manager, served 

as Interim City Manager in Irwindale. Irwindale city 

manager Sol Benudiz stepped down from his 

Irwindale city manager post to take a job at 

Southern California Edison, in 2017. And, Assistant 

City Manager Camille Diaz should not go 

unmentioned.  

 

In 1992 David Caretto was hired to succeed George 

Caswell, who was the Interim City Manager, who 

took the position after Charlie Martin retired after he 

served 23 years as city manager. Dave began his 

public service career in February 1973 as a Planning 

Technician for the City of Lynwood. He was hired as 

a Planning Assistant for Signal Hill in September 1973. 

Dave worked in Signal Hill with then-city manager 

John Jameson. In 1976, Dave was elevated to 

Assistant City Manager and when John left for 

Bellflower, Dave was appointed Signal Hill city 

manager in March 1978. He took the Assistant City 

Manager position in Pico Rivera in 1984, and he 

served as Irwindale city manager from 1992 until 

1996, when he became General Manager for the 

Aliso Water Management Agency. In July 2001, 

David, took the General Manager position with the 

South Orange County Wastewater Authority. He 

retired in 2005.  
 

  

 

“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready 
     to help with outreach campaigns, 

     video production, content writing,  
  messaging, graphic work, technology 

         infrastructure and websites." 

    --Ryder Todd Smith, President 

 

Marketing – Technology – Public Affairs – Training 
Telephone: 626-536-2173 

 
 

Following retirement, David Caretto relocated to the 

Big Bear Lake community where he was elected to 

the City Council and served on the council for more 

than 15 years. He was appointed to the Planning 

Commission in May 2006, and he was elected to the 

City Council in 2010. He served as the Big Bear Lake 

Mayor from December 2014 to December 2016, 

and again from 2020 to 2021. He resigned effective 

June 18, 2021, because of unexpected medical 

issues and the arrival of a granddaughter. Dave 

thanked Jeff Mathieu and Frank Rush, the two city 

managers he worked with as a Councilman. He and 

his wife relocated to the Coachella Valley. Dave 

earned a master’s degree in geography from UCLA.  

https://www.tripepismith.com/
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

Some considerations and thoughts, just for edification 

and “remember whens”: Big Bear Valley Executive 

Director Sandy Steers reports that Big Bear’s famed bald 

eagle parents, Jackie and Shadow, are nearly empty-

nesters as one of their two eaglets took flight earlier this 

month. The City of Brentwood is taking steps to lift the ban 

on tattoo parlors in it’s downtown. Brentwood banned 

the parlors in 2014. Julia D. Novak is the CEO and 

Executive Director of ICMA. 

This month wealthy trial 

attorney Tom Girardi was 

sentenced by U. S. District 

Judge Josephine Staton to 

seven years in prison for 

stealing from clients. The 

picture here is of Susan 

Simpson in 2013. Who was your 

favorite brother: Adam, Hoss or Little Joe? Since March 

2016, Signal Hill Deputy Director of Public Works, Gabino 

Christopher Luna, is a National Recreation and Park 

Association Certified Playground Safety Inspector. Did 

anyone out there see a Dodger, Giants, A’s, Padres or an 

Angel pitch a no-hitter…tell us about it?  

California Managers in Cities from          

Ione to Isleton Plus Indio 

 

Isleton was founded in 1874 

around a wharf on the 

Sacramento River by Josiah 

Poole. The town was flooded 

several times and Josiah moved 

on. Canneries opened in 

Isleton. A local Isleton hotel 

featured a legal card room. Chinese and Japanese 

immigrants started putting down roots in Isleton 

around 1875. Actor Pat Morita was born in Isleton. 

The city was incorporated in May 1923. The 2020 

population of Isleton is 794. Charles Bergson is listed 

as the Isleton city manager on Linkedin. Judy Cotton 

is listed as the Interim City Clerk.  

 

Though another listing has Scott Baroni serving as 

City Manager and also the Chief with the Isleton Fire 

Department. Charles Bergson started his city 

manager tenure in Isleton in February 2017. Charles 

is a former City Council Member for the City of 

Williams on Interstate 5. He indicates that he is an 

alumnus of the University of California, Berkeley.  

 

Uyiosa Felix Oviawe is a former Isleton city manager 

who resigned abruptly along with six other city staff 

members in December 2024. Dan Hinrichs, is a 

former city manager of Isleton, and Jon Kennedy 

served as Interim City Manager. 

 

 

On the lookout for new and unique pictures. 

  
 

https://cjpia.org/
https://www.cityofisleton.com/
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Founded in 2015, MuniEnvironmental, LLC specializes in 

providing Solid Waste, Recycling, and Stormwater 

consulting services to communities, non-profits, and 

governmental agencies. Integrity, Diligence and 

Honesty are MuniEnvironmental’s underlying principles 

in providing ethical and impartial services.  

 

We came together to build an environmental firm that 

will have a positive and lasting ecological impact on 

local communities — improving the quality of life for 

future generations. 

With more than 50 years of combined experience, the 

firm has a well-rounded team of professionals that 

provides the needed expertise and disciplines to assist 

clients to meet their project goals. MuniEnvironmental, 

LLC has succeeded in implementing programs that 

have provided increased recycling rates, auditing 

services that have recovered unpaid fees, and 

regulatory compliance programs in the Solid Waste, 

Recycling and Stormwater industries. 

Jeff Duhamel: CEO/Principal Consultant 

Jeff Duhamel is a professional Solid 

Waste and Recycling consultant 

specializing in Solid Waste facility 

development and municipal 

regulatory compliance.  

In 1997 Jeff Duhamel formed Waste 

Systems Technology, Inc., a professional consulting 

firm helping local municipalities, Recycling firms and 

material recovery facility (MRF) operators meet 

Recycling and Solid Waste compliance requirements 

mandated by the State of California and local 

agencies. 

With more than two decades of experience in the 

Solid Waste industry, Jeff Duhamel has consulted to 

numerous public agencies. 

Under contract for the City of Los Angeles, Jeff 

Duhamel conducted site feasibilities studies for 

three potential Solid Waste facility locations, 

preparing preliminary site plans, traffic diagrams, 

preliminary environmental programing, and 

project recommendations.  

 

 

 

Additionally, Mr. Duhamel has provided local 

municipalities with Solid Waste consulting and 

auditing services that have recovered millions of 

dollars of unpaid fees. 

 

In 2015 Mr. Duhamel founded MuniEnvironmental, 

LLC, a professional environmental consulting firm 

specializing in Solid Waste, Recycling and 

Stormwater compliance. 

John A. Telesio: Senior Vice 

President 
 

John is a waste industry veteran and 

former owner of Consolidated 

Disposal Service (CDS) that merges 

with Republic Services.  

 
Stephen Howe: Senior 

Consultant  
 

Stephen Howe joined the firm 

January 2020. With 27 years in the 

solid waste and recycling industry 

experience.  

 

Trieu Le: Project 

Manager/Consultant 
                                                                            

Trieu joined the company in 

October 2014. He plays an active 

role in helping clients both achieve 

and maintain compliance with State requirements 

by maintaining and implementing recycling and 

permit programs at the local level. He also conducts 

internal and external audits for RFPs and 

compliance.  

MuniEnvironmental has the expertise required to 

help cities meet waste disposal and recycling issues 

professionally. 

MuniEnvironmental, LLC 

                                                                                               

Post Office Box No. 12468                                              

Costa Mesa, California 92627 

Telephone:  562-432-3700    

General Inquiries Please Direct To:  

jeff@munienvironmental.com 

mailto:jeff@munienvironmental.com
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
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Founded in 1986 by former City Manager 

Larry J. Kosmont, Chairman and CEO. 

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year. 
 

Kosmont Companies serves cities, counties, quasi-

government agencies, private companies, 

developers, and non-profit organizations, including 

educational institutions across California. With 

unmatched expertise in public/private transactions, 
 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges, and solutions. 

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on 

approach to economic development focused 

on successful outcomes.  

 

The firm is an expert in economic development, real 

estate consulting, financial analysis, and 

redevelopment dissolution. 
 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., No. 382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266 
 

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632          

 

 

Picking Up the Pieces: Fullerton City 

Manager Eric J. Levitt is the new San 

Bernardino City Manager. Eric has been 

with Fullerton since 2021. He is scheduled 

to start in San Bernardino on August 4. Eric 

served three years as the Alameda city 

manager from 2019. He was Simi Valley 

city manager from May 2013 to April 2019. 

He worked for cities in Vermont, Ohio, Arizona and 

Wisconsin prior to coming to Simi Valley. He earned a BA 

and MPA from the University of Kansas. Palmdale has 

decided to allow their employment agreement City 

Manager Ronda Perez to expire at the end of its three-

year term on January 18. Ronda became city manager 

in February 2022 following the dismissal of former City 

Manager J. J. Murphy. According to Chris Bertman of the 

Valley Press, it appears that Ronda will remain on Federal 

Medical Leave Act leave until her employment 

agreement expires, with Assistant City Manager Sal 

Mendez serving as Acting City Manager in her absence. 

Ronda is a former Director of Parks, Recreation and Arts 

and Assistant City Manager for the City of Lancaster.  

 

Jennifer Lampman is the new Placentia City 

Administrator. Jennifer came to work for Placentia in April 

2022 as Director of Finance. In March 2025 she was 

promoted to Deputy City Administrator. Previous to her 

Placentia service, she was Finance Director for the city of 

Fountain Valley, and she worked for Huntington Beach, 

Anaheim and Riverside. Jennifer earned a BA in urban 

studies and planning from the University of California, San 

Diego and an MPA from California State University, 

Fullerton. Doria Wilms has been named 

city manager for the City  of Desert Hot 

Springs. Doria is a 40-plus years resident 

of Desert Hot Springs, and a longtime 

city employee. Doria has worked in the 

city manager’s office since 2016. She 

became Assistant City Manager in 2019 

and then to Deputy City Manager in 

2021. She has been serving as Interim City Manager since 

City Manager Frank Luckino resigned earlier this year. She 

also served as Interim City Manager following Luke 

Rainey’s resignation in 2023. Hermosa Beach has 

retained Steve Napolitano to serve as their Interim City 

Manager. Steve is currently an attorney in private 

practice. He served as a Senior Deputy to former Los 

Angeles County Supervisor Don Knabe. 

A blue and white logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.hdlcompanies.com/


  

 

 

 

  City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown Management                             Page | 15                                  
June 2025                                                                                                                    Volume No. 19 | Issue No. 8 
                            

 

More Pieces Picked Up: Hermosa 

Beach Public Works Director Joe 

SanClemente has been interim city 

manager since former City 

Manager Suja Lowenthal left office 

on May 8 after serving as the 

Hermosa Beach city manager for 

seven years. Chula Vista City Manager Maria Velarde 

Kachadoorian will retire in October. Maria has served as 

city manager for the past five years. She began her 

public service career working in the Office of the Auditor 

and Controller for the County of San Diego. She joined 

the Chula Vista city staff in 1998 in the Finance 

Department and worked her way up to Director of 

Finance, Deputy City Manager and Assistant City 

Manager before she was selected to serve as city 

manager starting in 2020. PJ Gagajena will succeed City 

Manager Troy Brown in the City of Moorpark. PJ has 

served as the Moorpark Assistant City Manager for the 

past five years. In 1999, PJ worked as a Policy Analyst in 

New York City. He was hired in July 2000 to be a Field 

Representative for California State Assembly Member 

George Nakano. He was hired by the City of Torrance as 

a Management Aide, and in May 2005 PJ took an Analyst 

position with the City of Los Angeles where he worked for 

11 years. In May 2016, he took the Administrative Services 

Manager and Economic Development Manager for the 

City of Indio. He was hired in Moorpark as Assistant City 

Manager in April 2020. PJ earned a BA from the University 

of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), and Masters degrees in 

urban & regional planning and another in public policy 

from Harvard University. In 2023 he received a 20 Year 

ICMA Service Award. Alexander P. Meyerhoff began his 

public service career as a Principal Planner for the City of 

Palm Springs in April 2001. In April 2005, he was hired to be 

the Community Development Director for Twentynine 

Palms. Alex was appointed city manager for the city of 

Holtville, the birthplace of former Assemblyman Joe A. 

Gonsalves, starting in July 2011. He was the Community 

Development Director in Desert Hot Springs in 2014-2015, 

before becoming the Hemet city manager in January 

2016. He became the city manager for San Fernando in 

September 2017. Alex was Interim City Manager in 

Yakima, Washington in 2019-2020. Chris Mann is the 

Interim City Manager for Wildomar. Chris served as the 

Yucaipa city manager from 2023 to 2025. Prior to 

Yucaipa, Chris was the Canyon Lake city manager for 4 

years starting in March 2019. He was an elected member 

of the Board and served as President for the Yucaipa 

Valley Water District starting in December 2016. Chris was 

a member of the City Council and served as Mayor for 

the City of Westlake Village from 1999 to 2003. He has a 

BS in psychology from California Lutheran University, and 

an MPA from San Diego State University. Milan Mrakich is 

the new West Covina city manager. Milan replaces 

dismissed City Manager Paulina Morales, who served as 

city manager since May 2024. Milan previously served as 

the West Covina Director of Public Safety.  

SHORTS: *Monte Sereno’s 

Interim City Manager Diane 

Perkins has been promoted 

to the City Manager position. 

*Malibu City Council 

Member Haylynn Conrad 

reached out 

as she explores recruitment for a new 

Malibu city manager. *Zack Reda, Senior 

Management Analyst for San Mateo, 

served as a Summer Intern from May to 

August 2015 for the Westmoreland Wildlife 

Sanctuary at Mt. Kisco, New York. 

*Concord City Manager Valerie Barone served in the U.S. 

Peace Corps in Nagpana, Panay Island, Philippines in 

1987 1989. *Trackdown joins the family and many friends 

of retired American Canyon Parks and Recreation 

Director Randy Davis wishing him a very Happy 70th 

Birthday. *Whitney McDonald, formerly 

with Richards Watson & Gershon (RWG), 

served as Arroyo Grande city manager in 

2020-2023, prior to her appointment to the 

San Luis Obispo city manager position in 

August 2024. *Former Fountain Valley city 

manager (2013-2017) Bob Hall, who 

maintains an executive recruitment service, served as 

Interim City Manager in Stanton (2018-2019) and Laguna 

Niguel (2019). *Retired Monterey Park City Manager Ron 

Bow, served in the United States Air Force for more than 

24 years starting in February 1981. *Christine Crawford, 

who studied at Northwestern University, and earned a BA 

in geography from the University of California, Santa 

Barbara and an MA in urban planning from the University 

of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), is the Executive Officer 

for Yolo County LAFCO. *Newport, Oregon, City 

Manager Nina Vetter, an ICMA Tranter-Leong Fellowship 

Award recipient, participated in an ICMA fellowship 

exchange in Ahmedabad, India. *Brentwood Chief of 

Police Tim Herbert, after more than three decades of 

public service, has announced his retirement effective 

September 5, 2025. *HdL Companies’ Andy Nickerson, 

who is from Vista, is living in The Woodlands, Texas. 

*Elizabeth W. Hull, who earned a BA from the University of 

California, Los Angeles (UCLA) and a J.D. from the 

University of San Diego School of Law, is the City Attorney 

for the City of Paso Robles. *James Bezek, who earned a 

BA in architecture from Virginia Tech, is a Principal 

Management Analyst for Solano County, where he has 

worked for nearly 17 years. *** 

 

Tripepi Smith Founder 

Ryder Todd Smith and 

the Late Frank G. 

Tripepi, retired city 

manager and Willdan 

executive. 


