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Veteran City Manager Pat West joined the Los Angeles-

based public affairs firm Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) 

as a Joint Venture Partner. Pat, a retired Long Beach 

City Manager also served as Paramount city Manager. 

He will work to advise firm clients on government, 

redevelopment, and the entitlement processes.  

 

 

 

California Managers in Cities from          

Lincoln to Livingston 
 

This October 2025 issue of the City Manager 

Newsletter by Trackdown includes information 

regarding the cities of Lincoln, Lindsay, Live Oak, 

Livermore, and Livingston. This grouping includes a 

city in Placer County, Lincoln; one in Tulare County, 

Lindsay; a city in Sutter County, Live Oak; one in 

Alameda County, Livermore and one in Merced 

County, Livingston.  

 

City Managers in this group include Sean Scully in 

Lincoln, Kyler Crocker is the Interim City Manager in 

Lindsay, Benjamin Moody in Live Oak, Marianna 

Marysheva in Livermore, and  Jose Antonio Ramirez  

in Livingston. Christopher Lopez was the Interim City 

Manager before Jose in Livingston. Tim Kerr was the 

city manager for Livingston from September 1990 to 

June 1998. He later served as city manager for Ceres 

(1998–2005) and Turlock (2005–2009).  
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http://www.ekapr.com
https://www.tripepismith.com/
https://cjpia.org/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
http://www.willdan.com
https://www.lincolnca.gov/
https://www.lindsay.ca.us/
https://www.liveoakcity.org/
https://www.livermoreca.gov/
https://www.cityoflivingston.org/
https://gonsalvi.com/
https://trackdownmanagement.net/
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https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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California Managers in Cities from          

Lincoln to Livingston 
 

Lincoln is a city in the County of 

Placer, northeast of Sacramento. 

It has been named one of 

California's safest cities. The 

original Lincoln town site was 

created by Theodore Judah in 

1859. The name “Lincoln” is to honor Charles Lincoln 

Wilson, one of the community organizers, who was 

a fundraiser and a management contractor for the 

California Central Railroad (CCRR). The CCRR was 

planned as a rail line between Marysville and 

Sacramento via a connection to the Sacramento 

Valley Railroad in Folsom. The grading from Folsom 

to Marysville began in 1858 and was completed up 

to Grider's Ranch, AKA, Roseville, by 1859. The 

National Civic League named Lincoln an All-

America City in 2006. In 2003 the first casino in the 

greater Sacramento area, Thunder Valley Casino 

Resort, opened in Lincoln. Lincoln was incorporated 

in August 1890, and its 2020 population is 49,757. 

Sean Scully is the Lincoln city manager and Hope 

Ithurburn is the City Clerk. Joe Dondlinger is the 

Finance Director. April Wooden is the Community 

Development Director and Joe Barragan is the 

Public Works Director. Erin Frye is the Lincoln Public 

Information Officer. 

 

 Sean Scully began his city manager 

tenure in Lincoln on January 31, 

2022. He succeeded Interim City 

Manager Mark Scott, who covered 

the position following the departure 

of city manager Jennifer Hanson. 

Sean came to Lincoln for the City 

Manager position in Riverbank, where he began his 

city manager tenure there in January 2017. Sean 

worked for 7 years for the City of Gustine, including 

two years as City Manager. He previously worked in 

planning and economic development for the City 

of Turlock. Sean earned a BA from California State 

University, Monterey Bay and an MPA from 

California State University, Stanislaus. Sean grew up 

in Sacramento County’s Fair Oaks community.  
 

 

 

Hawaiian Gardens City Manager Ernesto Marquez and 

his son Mario on a rough weather charter 40 -50 miles 

out of San Diego where Mario caught his first Blue Fins. 

 

 

 

 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Telephone: 949-235-0525                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 
 

Wolf & Company Inc. provides municipal 

consulting services to State and local 

    governments, and not-for-profit corporations. 
 

    Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis                     

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight Agent Services. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
163 Limestone Road, Claremont, CA 91711 

Telephone: 949-235-0525 

https://www.lincolnca.gov/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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Chairman Jim L. Barisic, 

former Artesia City 

Manager who also served 

the cities of Cerritos  and 

Paramount, is a Viet Nam 

veteran, founded Brandywine in 1994. 
 

Jim, two of his sons, Brett Whitehead and David 

Barisic, and Alex Hernandez, the President of the 

Homebuilding Division, and Mario Urzua, the Chief 

Financial Officer are the Brandywine Homes 

executive team. Please check the firm’s  

website for current sales! 

 

Now selling: Avila - El Monte, Cabrillo Crossings - 

Santa Ana, Carson Landing - Carson, and  

Mirasol - El Monte, and Solara - Westminster 
 

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 
 

Contact the firm for information about their Local 

Heroes program incentives and advantages. It is 

an honor to help local first-responders, teachers, 

military members, nurses and firefighters. 
 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                      

16580 Aston Street 

Irvine, California  92606 

 
 
 

Vitamins are important to your health! 

https://Caseysimpson.iii.earth 

Some of the most effective vitamins you 

can buy! Vitamins supplements that are not absorbed  

can be a waste of money. Contact 

Casey Simpson to discover vitamin products 

that provide maximum absorption. 

 

 

A 2015 picture of basketball great James Harden talking 

to baseball legend Mike Trout after an Angels’ game. 

James starred with the Artesia High School State 

Championship teams and plays for the L.A. Clippers. 

 
 

California Managers in Cities from          

Lincoln to Livingston 

 

Lincoln’s first City Administrator was W. R. “Bill” 

Oberholtzer, appointed in February 1965. Though 

the city was incorporated in 1890, the council 

manager form of government wasn’t introduced to 

the city until 1965. Bill served as the City Engineer as 

well as city manager.  
 

Richard J. Ramirez served as Lincoln City 

Administrator from June 1981 until January 1992. 

Rich had previously worked for South El Monte with 

city manager Peter B. Feenstra and Stanton with city 

manager Kevin O’Rourke. When he left Lincoln, he 

became the Paso Robles city manager until March 

1997 when he worked for Modesto as Director of 

Public Works, and in April 1998 he joined the Hemet 

city staff as city manager. Rich worked as an 

Assistant City Manager in Sacramento from 2000 

until 2006, and he served as the American Canyon 

city manager from August 2006 until his retirement in 

December 2011. He received a 35 Year ICMA 

Service Award in 2010. Rich earned a BA from 

Humboldt State University and an MPA from USC. 

https://caseysimpson.iii.earth/
http://www.brandywinedev.com


  

 

 

 

  City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown Management                             Page | 4                                  
October 2025                                                                                                                        Volume No. 19 | Issue No. 14 
                            

 

 

California Managers in Cities from          

Lincoln to Livingston 
 

Lindsay is located near Visalia 

and Porterville in Tulare County. 

The townsite was created in 1889 

when the Southern Pacific 

Railroad came through the area. 

Captain Arthur Hutchinson is 

recognized as the founder of 

Lindsay. He named the community for his wife, 

Sadie Lindsay Patton Hutchinson. The Lindsay city 

manager is Kuyler Crocker, and the City Clerk and 

Human Resources Manager is Miranda Cordova. 

Soledad Ruiz-Nuñez is the Finance Director, and 

Armando Madruga da Silva is the Director of 

Recreation Services. Nicholas Nave is the Interim 

Director of Public Safety.  

 

Former Tulare County Supervisor 

Kuyler Crocker was appointed 

Interim City Manager for the City of 

Lindsay in March 2025. Kuyler served 

as a member of the Tulare County 

Board of Supervisors from 2017 until 

January 2021, and then worked as a 

Farmer for Crocker Farms. Kuyler replaced City 

Manager Daymon Qualls, who resigned after a little 

more than 8 month as city manager. Kuyler has 

started as Interim City Manager. He earned a BA 

from California State University, Fresno. Though he 

does not have any previous local government work 

experience, he has served on a number of 

committees during his service on the Tulare Board of 

Supervisors.  

 

Armando Madruga da Silva began his public 

service as a Recreation Leader for the City of Artesia 

in May 2004. He then worked for Cerritos for before 

relocating to Porterville and Hanford. He became 

the Lindsay Acting City Manager in December 2023 

while working as Recreation Services Director 

starting in April 2023. He earned an AA degree from 

Cerritos Community College, and he completed 

the City of Hanford Leadership Academy at the 

College of the Sequoias. He is a Cerritos High School 

graduate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joe A. Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes; 

you don't need them often but when you do,  

they had better work." 
 

Anthony D. Gonsalves and two of his sons, 

Jason A. Gonsalves and Paul A. Gonsalves, are 

expert local government lobbyists. 
 

Founded in 1975 by former Assembly Member 

Joe A. Gonsalves, the firm represents 50-plus cities 

and is a key player in city legislation. The firm works 

closely with the League of California Cities. 

 

Anthony Gonsalves, 

President of the firm, is a long 

time Member of the 

California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF) Board  

of Trustees. 
 

Jason & Paul Gonsalves are recognized local  

government experts. 
 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

1201 K Street 

Sacramento, California 95814  

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 2008 picture of Anthony Gonsalves, and retired  

city managers Ernie Garcia and Pat West of EKA. 

https://www.lindsay.ca.us/
https://gonsalvi.com/
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Executive Level Posse Roster: 
 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager    

Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, City of Lancaster 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                           

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son     

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, City Manager, Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia 

Chuck Bryant, Past City Admin., Hawaiian Gardens  

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

*Joe Goeden, Retired City Manager, West Sacramento 

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired City Manager 

Donald Duckworth, Retired City Manager 

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 
 

Posse Roster: 
 

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired City Manager, Rocklin  

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager, Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon 

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Atascadero 

Donald Jeffers, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park 

Wayne Wedin, Retired City Manager, Brea 

Karen Herrera, Retired Deputy City Manager, Duarte 

 
 

City Manager Newsletter by 

       Trackdown Management 
 

                       10 Claret 

      Rancho Mirage, California 92270 
 

Cell Phone:  Jack Simpson | 562-896-5424 

Cell Phone: Susan Simpson | 310-418-1035 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. 
 

RWG delivers practical advice and solutions 

tailored to the unique needs of public entities. 
 

Working seamlessly across offices in 

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange County, 

Temecula, and the Central Coast. 

 

The RWG team of experts provides the full scope 

of public law services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from listening 

carefully and asking the right questions. 
 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member 

 of the Board of Trustees of the 

California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF 

 

    Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

 

The Independent Cities Finance Authority is an 

unaffiliated Joint Powers Authority (JPA) with the  

goal of helping communities fund critical projects. 

Since its inception in 1988, ICFA has assisted  

funding more than $500 million in critical  

community projects, from hospitals to charter  

schools, public utilities, and housing. 
 

Jose Solache, ICFA President                                    

Lynwood City Council Member 
 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                         

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 
 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

Text

Description automatically generated

RWG 85 tall

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
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 California Managers in Cities from          

Lincoln to Livingston 

 

Live Oak is in an agricultural 

community located in Sutter 

County in the Sacramento 

Valley. The Feather River and 

Sutter Buttes surround the rich 

farmlands and orchards of Live Oak. The Southern 

Pacific Railroad began operating trains to Live 

Oak in late December 1869. Early settlers, 

included people from Germany, who came to 

the area to farm. Of notable significance was the 

cultivation of peaches, apricots, and olives. The 

towns development was significantly influenced 

by the railroad in the early 20th century. The area 

became well-known for its high-quality olive oil 

production. Benjamin Moody has been the Live 

Oak city manager since June 2025, and Clarissa 

Menchaca is the City Clerk. James W. Ramsey is 

the Live Oak Finance Director, and Parks and 

Recreation Director is Luis Cibrian. Laura Stewart is 

the Associate Planner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities. 

Since 1988, the Olson Company mission has  

been to work hand-in-hand with cities to solve  

the critical shortage of urban housing by  

promoting and investing in responsible  

development that improves quality of life  

for everyone. 

 

The Olson Company has successfully 

 partnered with more than 100 cities since 1988. 

 

Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax  

  

3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100                                   

Seal Beach, CA 90740 

 

                                                                                                                   

“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready 
     to help with outreach campaigns, 

     video production, content writing,  
  messaging, graphic work, technology 

         infrastructure and websites." 

    --Ryder Todd Smith, President 

Marketing – Technology – Public Affairs – Training 
Telephone: 626-536-2173 

 

Benjamin Moody took a Public 

Works Engineer position with Sutter 

County in 2003. He joined the Yuba 

City staff in October 2006 as an 

Assistant Civil Engineer beginning his 

nearly 19-year climb in the city staff. 

He was appointed Public Works and 

Development Services Director in February 2022. 

Ben left Yuba City in June 2025 to accept an 

appointment to the City Manager position in Live 

Oak. He serves in the dual capacity of city manager 

and Director of Public Works. Ben completed 

general studies at California Polytechnic State 

University, San Luis Obispo, and he earned a BS in 

civil engineering from California State University, 

Chico. He is a Professional Land Surveyor and a 

Professional Civil Engineer.  

https://www.liveoakcity.org/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://www.tripepismith.com/
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California Managers in Cities from           

Lincoln to Livingston 

 

Livermore was another of the 

railroad towns that started growing 

up in the early 1840s. The city is 

named for a local rancher, Robert 

Livermore (1799-1858). He was a 

British citizen who jumped ship from 

a British merchant sailing vessel that 

docked in Monterey. After developing a good 

cattle ranch business, selling cattle to hungry 

California Gold Rush miners and prospectors. 

Livermore’s founder, William Mendenhall, was 

another landowner and rancher in the Livermore 

Valley. He created a townsite and named it for his 

friend Robert Livermore. The town was surveyed and 

registered in November 1869. The railroad 

accelerated the growth of Livermore. In the early 

days, wheat was the important crop to the local 

economy. The city was incorporated in April 1876. 

The 2020 population is estimated at 87,955.  

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed 

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.  

             

  CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills and represents both public 

and private clients throughout California in 

municipal law. 
 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Michael is an elected member of the American 

Law Institute, and he is a leading expert in local 

 government legal issues.  
 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020).  

https://chwlaw.us/ 
 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357; 213-542-5700; 

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      Christine            Jennifer   Jeff         Nicholas 

     Guerrero       Quan            Kiernan           Cabeza 
 

 

Professional Staff of the 

Los Angeles County Division 

1400 K Street, 4th Floor 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

916-658-8200 

President – Britt Huff, Rolling Hills Estates 
 

Graphical user interface

Description automatically generated

https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.livermoreca.gov/
https://chwlaw.us/
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California Managers in Cities from           

Lincoln to Livingston 

 

Marianna A. Burch is the Livermore city manager 

and Debbie Elam is the City Clerk. Paul Spence is the 

Assistant City Manager. Anwan Baker is the 

Livermore Library Services Director, and Carl Brown 

is the Public Works Director. Tina Olson is the 

Administrative Services Director, and Brent Smith is 

the Community Development Director. Erik Peterson 

is the Livermore Finance Manager. Jeramy Young is 

the Chief of Police. 

 

 Marianna A. Burch is the Livermore 

city manager. She began her 

public service career as an Analyst 

and Researcher for the Association 

of Bay Area Governments in 

Oakland, starting in August 1997. 

After working in the San Francisco 

Controller’s Office in 1998-2000, she worked as a 

Financial Analyst for the City of Oakland and was 

elevated in 2001 to Budget Director. In October 

2005, Marianna took the Assistant City Manager 

position in Lynwood, and from 2006 to June 2008 she 

worked in various finance and management 

consultant positions. In July 2008, Marianna took an 

Assistant City Administrator position with the city of 

Oakland. In March 2011 she was appointed Interim 

Town Manager for Mammoth Lakes, and in July 2011 

she stayed on as Assistant Town Manager. In 

February 2013 she was hired as Town Manager. 

Marianna took the Assistant City Manager position 

in Riverside in October 2015 and in July 2018 she 

moved to a similar position with the City of Irvine. 

She served as the Interim City Manager in Irvine from 

September 2020 until December 2021, when she 

took the Assistant City Manager post in Irvine. 

Marianna was appointed Livermore City Manager 

starting in May 2022. In 2024, Marianna received a 

20-Year ICMA Service Award. She was awarded the 

2017 ICMA Strategic Leadership & Governance 

Award. She earned a BA from San Francisco State 

University and a MPP from the University of 

California, Berkeley. Outside of work, she enjoys 

spending time with her husband and children.  

 

Personal Health is of Major Importance! 
 

                                                                 The Raw Performance gym is a 

place where strength training is 

used for self-improvement. 

Special group sessions for sports 

teams, police and fire 

departments or other groups  

may be arranged. 
 

William Ha, Raw Performance Coach/Owner, 

CSCS is a professional and popular certified 

strength and conditioning coach. 
 

Call: 714-335-4436                                                         

10579 Bloomfield Avenue 

Los Alamitos, California 90720 

https://cjpia.org/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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 Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is 

one of the leading strategic 

communications and public 

affairs firms in Southern California. 

The Founding Partner is Harvey 

Englander, and Partners include 

Matt Knabe, Marcus Allen, Eric 

Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam Englander, Alex 

Cherin and Managing Partner Kellie Hawkins. EKA 

prides itself on providing a unique and strategic 

perspective on a wide variety of issues. 
 

EKA provides lobbying, government affairs, public 

relations, political campaigns, and crisis 

management services for a wide variety of 

clientele. In addition, EKA provides professional 

litigation communication and expert witness 

services led by our team of strategists, lawyers, 

journalists, and media relations specialists. 
                                                   

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of 

combined experience and a multitude of 

relationships within the City & County of Los 

Angeles, and the 88 cities within Los Angeles 

County. Kellie Hawkins  earned a BA from Howard 

University and a master’s degree in public health 

from the University of Southern California (USC). 
 

To contact EKA, please call 213) 741-1500 or email  

Matt Knabe, Partner.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Baseball fan and retired Cypress city executive,  

Gonzalo Vazquez and his wife Vickie with Raul Lemus  

at Coors Field in Colorado the night Angels’ star Mike 

Trout hit his 400th career home run. Mike hit all of his 

major league home runs wearing an Angels’ uniform. 

California Managers in Cities from           

Lincoln to Livingston 

 

Marc Roberts, retired  in June 2021 Roberts has 

worked for the city of Livermore for a total of 35 

years and has led the city organization as city 

manager for the past 10 years. Marc began his 

career with the city of Tiburon as an assistant 

planner before he moved to Livermore in 1987 as a 

associate planner. He was promoted to special 

project coordinator in 1995. In 1997, Marc was 

promoted to Assistant to the City Manager and then 

Community Development Director in 2000. In 2012, 

Marc became City Manager. In 2021 he received a 

35-Year ICMA Service Award. 

 

Leland J. Horner began his public service career in 

June 1960 when he was hired as an Administrative 

Assistant by the City of South Gate. In December 

1962 he took the position of Assistant Administrative 

Officer for the City of Gardena. In August 1969, Lee 

was hired to serve as Assistant City Manager for the 

City of Ventura. He became City Administrator for 

the City of Millbrae in November 1973. Lee joined 

the Livermore city staff as City Manager in October 

1978 and served in that position until his retirement 

in October 1996. Lee earned a BA from San Jose 

State University and an MPA from the University of 

Southern California (USC). In 2015 he received a 35-

Year ICMA Service Award.  

This is a 2008 picture of veteran public executives  

taken at a League of California Cities event  

including Hugh Riley, Gregory Korduner, Steve 

Kimbrough and Joe Tanner.   

 
 

“The true test of a man’s character is what he does 

when no one is watching.” ---John Wooden 

http://www.ekapr.com/
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California Managers in Cities from           

Lincoln to Livingston 

 

Steven T. McVeigh served as Livermore's City 

Manager prior to the appointment of Marc Roberts 

in December 2009. Steve had served in the role for 

eight years.  

 

Marie Weber served as Deputy City Manager and 

City Clerk for Livermore from February 2023 until July 

2024, when she took on the full-time duties of 

Deputy City Manager. Marie earned a BBA and an 

MBA from the University of Phoenix.  

 

Patricia A. Lord is the Assistant General Manager for 

the Livermore Area Recreation and Park District. 

After working for the cities of Menlo Park (1998-2000) 

and Sunnyvale (2001-2010) she hired by the District 

in September 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NHA advisors, LLC provides strategic, objective 

and financially sound advice to public agencies 

throughout California. Consistently ranked as one   

of the most active municipal advisors*, NHA   

Advisors is distinguished from the competition by 

delivering broad advisory and consulting services 

to meet the challenging and complex needs of 

public agency clients.  

                                                                                               

As a fiduciary, the firm develops comprehensive 

options and strategies that solve for 

maintaining/enhancing service levels, capital 

project needs, manage and contain costs and 

risks such as rising pension costs and promote fiscal 

sustainability through prudent policies. 

 

Principals include Mark Northcross, Eric Scriven,        

Mike Meyer, Rob Schmidt, and Leslie Bloom. 

  

Craig Hill, Managing Principal    
Financial & Policy Strategies. 

Delivered. 

Telephone: (415) 785-2025   

Cell: (415) 518-4130 

Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 2008 picture of country music artist Casey Simpson 

and Matt Knabe of Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA). 

Casey celebrated her 40th birthday on September 29. 

 

mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
https://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
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California Contract Cities Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brenda Olmos of Paramount, President 

  John Erickson of West Hollywood, Vice President 

Chris Barajas of Jurupa Valley, Secretary 

Sal Melendez, of Montebello, Treasurer 

  Jennifer Perez of Norwalk, Immediate Past Pres. 

 

Marcel Rodarte, Executive Director  

Dr. Mayra Bonilla, Operations Manager 

Frank Rodarte, Administrative Specialist 

Jorge Morales, Legislative and  

Governmental Affairs Consultant 

 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210  

   Cerritos, California 90703 

 Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

Email: info@contyractcities.org 

California Managers in Cities from           

Lincoln to Livingston 

 

Livingston is a city in Merced 

County named for Dr. David 

Livingstone, an international 

explorer celebrity in the late 1800s. 

The post office, that opened in 

1873, misspelled his name, 

dropping the “e”. Livingston and 

Merced County are at the center of the Central 

Valley’s agriculture industry. Livingston has the 

largest poultry producer in the western United State, 

Foster Farms, and the Joseph Gallo Farms that owns 

the largest dairy herd in the U.S. It is claimed that 

ninety percent of the sweet potatoes grown west of 

the Rocky Mountains are grown and packed in and 

around Livingston. Grapes are also farmed near 

Livingston for wine, raisins, and table grapes. The city 

of Livingston was incorporated in September 1922. 

The 2020 population is estimated at 14,172.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former City Manager 

Larry J. Kosmont, Chairman and CEO. 

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year. 
 

Kosmont Companies serves cities, counties, quasi-

government agencies, private companies, 

developers, and non-profit organizations, including 

educational institutions across California. With 

unmatched expertise in public/private transactions, 
 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges, and solutions. 

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on 

approach to economic development focused 

on successful outcomes. The firm is expert in economic 

development, real estate consulting, financial 

analysis, and redevelopment agency dissolution.  

 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., No. 382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266 
 

Headquarters – El Segundo: 2301 Rosecrans Avenue 

Suite 4140, El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

A blue and white logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

mailto:info@contyractcities.org
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
https://contractcities.org/
https://www.cityoflivingston.org/
https://www.kosmont.com/
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California Managers in Cities from           

Lincoln to Livingston 

 

Livingston’s city manager City Manager is Jose 

Antonio Ramirez and Catherine Shaw Rodriguez in 

the City Clerk, with Deputy City Clerk Monica 

Cisneros. The Finance Director is Vanessa Portillo, 

and Randy Hatch is the Planning Director. Chris Soria 

is the Livingston Chief of Police. Deanna Soria is the 

Police Department’s Administrative Services 

Manager. The Director of Public Works is Anthony 

Chavarria.  

 

City Manager Jose Antonio Ramirez 

was reinstated on March 18, 2025. 

He was fired in 2021 and filed suit 

against the city. His reinstatement 

appointment comes more than 

three years after his dismissal. Jose is 

an unsuccessful candidate for the 

Fresno County Board of Supervisors. He previously 

served as City Manager for the City of Orange 

Cove. He earned a BS and MPA from California 

State University, Fresno.  

 

Christopher R. Lopez was retained by the city of 

Livingston as Interim City Manager starting in 

February 2023. He previously worked as city 

manager for the City of Hemet. He has reportedly 

signed a three-year agreement to serve as the City 

Manager for the city of California City taking over 

for Acting City Manager Latisha Lamberth.  

  

Tim Kerr served as Livingston city manager from 

September 1990 until July 1998. Tim had previously 

worked for Rosemead, San Luis Obispo, Burbank, 

and San Benito County. After leaving Livingston, Tim 

was City Manager for the Cities of Ceres (July 1998-

July 2005) and Turlock (February 2006 – January 

2009). From May 2010 until November 2012, Tim 

served as the Executive Director for the Downtown 

Stockton Alliance. Tim earned an AA degree from 

Modesto Junior College, a BA from the University of 

California, Santa Barbara, and an MPA from the 

Maxwell School at Syracuse University.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Archive picture of two former Rosemead City 

Managers; Bill Crowe and the legendary late  

Frank Tripepi. 

 

Paul E. Lawrence was appointed Livingston city 

manager in 1979. He previously served as the 

Director of Public Works from April 1976 until 

November 1979. He began his public service career 

in Vermont local government. He earned an AA 

from Sacramento City College, and a BPA from the 

University of San Francisco.  

 

Some considerations and thoughts, just for edification 

and “remember whens”: When Scarlett Johansson 

was 11-years old, she appeared in the movie “The 

Horse Whisperer” with the late actor Robert Redford. 

She says that he inspired her to become a Director, 

which she is doing 30-years later. Actress JoAnna 

Garcia, who appeared as a member of the cast of 

the Reba sitcom television show, is married to former 

Major League Baseball outfielder and first baseman 

Nick Swisher. Lauren Sanchez of Oakland, Senior 

Advisor to the Governor for Climate, has been 

appointed by Governor Gavin Newsom to serve as 

the next Chair of the California Air Resources 

Board(CARB). Former Chair Liane Randolph retired 

from public service effective September 30, 2023.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Efforts to encourage local residents to buy locally 

have become important with funding shortages.  
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The world of communication is changing rapidly and so 

are the tools. Englander Knabe & Allen believes a 

constant, unrelenting focus on the needs of the firm's 

clients is not a service but a necessity. The firm works with 

city governments to develop public-private partnership 

opportunities.  

At Englander Knabe & Allen, you only work with senior 

level staff because the firm only has senior level staff. 

Each of the firm’s members bring substantial education, 

experience, and expertise in developing 

communications campaigns for Fortune 500 companies, 

financial institutions, entrepreneurial companies, trade 

associations, government agencies, educational 

institutions, and non-profit organizations. Englander 

Knabe & Allen does not employ account executives; 

rather, strategy and implementation are provided only 

by partners and vice presidents. 

Englander Knabe & Allen combines powerful processes - 

Strategic Thinking + Solid Fundamental Tactics - into a 

communications tool that has provided clients with 

successful outcomes for more than 40 years.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Contact Information: 
Corporate Office 

801 South Figueroa Street, Suite 1050 

Los Angeles, California 90017 

 

Telephone:  213-741-1500 

FAX:             213-747-4900 

 

Sacramento Office 

1730 ‘L’ Street, Suite 3 

Sacramento, California 95814 

 

Telephone: 916-492-9512 

Mobile:       916-690-0023 

  

info@englanderpr.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is a strategic 

communications firm specializing in government affairs, 

political campaigns, reputation and crisis 

communications, association management and   

litigation support. EKA produces results for its clients across 

a diverse range of practice areas. EKA team members 

have many years of public and private sector experience 

and deep person relationships in government throughout 

Southern California. 
 

Harvey Englander is the Founding Partner, 

founding EKA in 2005. He has been at the center of 

California’s public and business life for more than 40-

years. Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) specialize in 

developing and implementing Position –A- Strategies for 

its clients, public or private. EKA Partners include Matt 

Knabe; Marcus Allen; Adam Englander; Eric Rose; Jeff 

McConnell; Kellie Hawkins; & Alex Cherin. 

 

Kellie Hawkins is the Managing Partner and leads 

the EKA Health Initiatives team. Her training and 

background offers clients expert counsel on both a 

practical and legislative level. She served in the 

administration of former Los Angeles Mayor Antonio 

Villaraigosa. Kellie earned a BA from Howard University 

and a Master’s degree in public health from the University 

of Southern California (USC). She was an American 

Marshall Memorial Fellow in 2013, and she is a graduate 

of CORO’s Health Leadership Program.  

 

Matt Knabe is one of the founding partners. Matt 

specializes in public affairs, political consulting, 

government relations and issues, and communications 

strategy and community relations. Matt graduated from 

Pepperdine University in 1996, where he played for the 

Pepperdine University Men’s Golf Team. It is hard to find 

someone with better personal interaction with local city 

managers, and elected officials than Matt. 
 

Marcus A. Allen is a former Chief Deputy Controller 

in Los Angeles and Deputy Chief of Staff in charge of 

operations and finance in the Mayor’s office. Prior to 

working for Los Angeles, among other posts, Marcus 

worked as the Chief Deputy at the Los Angeles County 

Probation Department, and as a Public Affairs Planner for 

the Southern California Gas Company. He earned a BA 

from UCLA and a MPPS from the University of Chicago. 

 

 

mailto:info@englanderpr.com
http://ekapr.com/
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Picking Up the Pieces: Pacifica City 

Manager Kevin Woodhouse will retire 

next March. He has served as the 

Pacifica city manager since October 

2017. Kevin will serve as the President 

of the California City/County 

Management Association in 2026. 

Previous to joining the Pacifica city 

staff, Kevin worked for the city of 

Mountain View and the Midpeninsula 

Regional Open Space District. City Manager Sean 

Grayson stepped away from his Nevada City position 

effective September 28, 2025. Sean started his public 

service career in December 1994 as Firefighter with the 

California Fire Service. He rose in that organization over 

nearly 20 years to a Battalion Chief rank. In June 2001, he 

in addition went to work for the San Ramon Valley Fire 

Protection District. In December 2018, Sean was hired to 

serve as Interim City Administrator for Rialto. From May 

2014 to February 2022, Sean was the Rialto Fire Chief. He 

was appointed to the city manager position for Nevada 

City in February 2022. Sean earned a BS from Excelsior 

University and an MS from Grand Canyon University. 

Patch writer Miranda Ceja reports that Dana Point city 

manager Mike Killebrew announced his 

retirement effective December 30, after 

18 years with the city. Mike, historically the 

first local resident to serve as city 

manager, was appointed city manager 

in March 2020, following city manager 

Mark Denny’s resignation in early 2020. 

Mark resigned to take the city manager 

position with the city of Fontana. He left that position after 

serving about 18 months to take a private sector job 

closer to his San Clemente home. Mark had served as 

Dana Point’s city manager starting in 2017, following the 

retirement of city manager Doug Chotkevys. Dave 

relocated to Hayden, Idaho, where he has served on the 

city’s Public Safety Commission in 2024, and the Parks, 

Recreation and Community Forestry Commission from 

February 2023 to November 2024. Peter L. Kim will be the 

next city manager for the City of La Palma. Peter is a 

former La Palma City Council Member and Mayor. In 

April, the City Council appointed retired Norwalk and 

Bellflower city manager Michael Egan as interim City 

Manager. He will continue to serve until Peter’s 

appointment becomes effective October 27. Peter. a 

long-time La Palma resident, served two terms on the 

Council, including as Mayor. He is currently employed as 

the Chief Communications Officer for the California State 

Board of Equalization. The new city manager is a 

graduate of the University of California, Irvine with a BA in 

political science. He is certified in Korean by the Los 

Angeles Unified School District. He attended and 

graduated from Walker Junior High School and Kennedy 

High School in La Palma. Former La Palma city manager 

Conal McNamara is the new city manager for the city of 

Whittier. 

Letters and Notes from Readers: 
 

Just read the newsletter.  

Thanks for keeping this going.  

I had not heard of Frank’s 

passing. Sorry to hear about 

that. When did that occur?  

I suppose now that we are “of 

age” we need to track 

memorial services. What a 

bummer. I’m currently serving as 

a Municipal Court Judge in five rural Oregon cities. ( See 

photo). “Have Gavel, Will Travel” 

---Gary Milliman, Municipal Court Judge: Bandon - 

Brookings - Powers - Port Orford –and Sublimity, Oregon 

Member/Past Vice President Oregon Judges Association 

This photo was taken in 2016. Bellflower Mayors not 

included are Ken Cleveland, Ruth Gilson, and Bob 

Stone. Four Bellflower Mayors in the photo have passed 

away: Bill Pendleton, Mike Brassard, Ron Schnableggar, 

and Ray Smith. I visited Randy Bomgaars last week at 

the Artesia Christian Home, where he has been for more 

than 90 days. Currently, he is dealing with a brain tumor 

that the Doctors are assessing the best method of 

treatment. Best Wishes to you and your Family.                       

---Dan Koops, Council Member/former Bellflower Mayor. 

Great picture of the old gang at Tap’s in Brea. I miss 

some of the guys who are no longer with us. Have a 

great day. Such an august group of local government 

leaders. 

---Sam Olivito, Retired Executive Director,  

California Contract Cities Association 
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More Pieces Picked Up: Arcata City 

Manager Merritt Perry tackled a 

suspect, Shaine Scott Haugen, who 

attempted to approach the city 

council dais during a meeting on 

September 17, 2025. The City Manager 

and a police officer, subdued the man, 

who was found to be in possession of 

multiple weapons, including a black-

painted Nerf gun, a butterfly knife, and 

pepper spray. A police officer confiscated a partially 

consumed 40-ounce beer bottle from the would-be 

assailant that was modified to resemble a Molotov 

cocktail. A witness said that the scene was "traumatic" 

and praised how the city manager intervened from his 

desk. The incident occurred just days after the 

assassination of conservative activist Charlie Kirk, fueling 

fears of escalating political violence. Former Cypress city 

manager Peter Grant will replace Yorba Linda city 

Manager Mark Pulone, who retired at the end of 

September. Pete is expected to take office in October 

with a projected salary of $315,000 annually. Peter 

earned a BA from the University of California, Riverside 

and an MPA from the University of Southern California 

(USC). Yorba Linda Assistant City Manager Dave Christian 

served as Acting City Manager until Peter officially 

assumed the Yorba Linda city manager position. Daryel 

Dunston, 42, is the new city of Davis city manager. He 

took office on September 15. Daryel is the former 

Assistant City Manager in the city of Santa Rosa. He 

previously worked for the city of Oakland as a Senior 

Policy Advisor to the Vice Mayor, a Senior Planner in the 

Human Services Department, and as the City’s first 

Homelessness Administrator. He began his public service 

career as a firefighter and emergency medical 

technician in Prince George’s County, Maryland. Daryel 

earned a BA from the University of Virginian and an MPA 

from the University of California Berkeley. Placerville 

Assistant City Manager and Finance Director David R. 

Warren is the new Placerville City Manager. City Manager 

Cleve Morris is retiring. Cleve has been city manager 

since 2011. David has worked for Placerville since 1994, 

with a gap when he worked for the Gold Trail Union 

School District. He returned to Placerville in 2002 as the 

Assistant Finance Director. David has been Assistant City 

Manager and Finance Director since 2018. David earned 

a BS in accountancy from California State University, 

Sacramento. Tehachapi has been known as a “train 

town” for many years. The Union Pacific Railroad made it 

official in June 2025. In the Historic Tehachapi Railroad 

Depot and Museum the railroad presented a formal 

proclamation made the city an official “Train Town USA” 

city. The honor made Tehachapi one of only 134 cities 

across the nation with the official designation. The 

Tehachapi city manager is Greg Garrett. 

 
 

“It is never too late to be what you might have been.” 

---Mary Ann Evans (1819-1880) 

 

 

 
 

Jonathan Royas, Santa Paula, President 

Joseph Cisneros, La Palma, Vice President 

633 E. Cabrillo Blvd., Santa Barbara, CA 93103 

Telephone: 877-314-7080 

                                                                                                     

MMASC & MMANC support ICMA’s  

educational, diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts. 
 

 

 

 

Candice Rankin Mumby, President 

Sustainability Manager, Walnut Creek 

Anthony Valdez, Vice President 

Assistant City Manager, Bakersfield,  

3620 American River Drive, Suite 230,                              

Sacramento, CA 95864 

 

 

San Ramon Chief of Police Denton Carlson will retire in 

December 2025 after a law enforcement career of more 

than 27 years. He was appointed San Ramon Chief in July 

2022. He began his law enforcement career in 1998 as a 

Deputy Sheriff for Contra Costa County. The Chief was 

recognized as the 2016 Employee of the Year by the San 

Ramon Chamber of Commerce. The  San Ramon city 

manager is Steven Spedowfski. Gustine City Manager 

Soknirom Than submitted his resignation, effective 

October 28, after serving in the position for just over 20 

months. He was hired in February 2024. He came to 

Gustine in Merced County from the City of Los Banos, 

where he served as Public Works Director. The Gustine 

city manager position was previously held by Anna 

Nicholas, who stepped down in August 2023. 

Administrative Services Director Melanie Correa served 

as interim city manager until her hours were maxed out, 

and longtime professional city manager Brad Kilger was 

appointed as a temporary replacement. Brad’s tenure 

only lasted one meeting before Soknirom Than was 

hired. Santa Rosa City Manager Maraskeshia Smith is the 

next Sacramento city manager effective on January 5, 

2026. Maraskeshia previously worked more than 9-years 

for the City of Cincinnati, Ohio, including nearly three 

years as the Director of Public Services. She also worked 

as Assistant City Administrator for the City of Oakland 

(July 2018-May 2020) and Deputy City Manager for the 

City of Stockton (May 2020-December 2021). She has 

served as the Santa Rosa city manager since January 

2022. Maraskeshia is currently a member of the Board for 

Women Leading Government, and she is a Foundation 

Board Member at Sonoma State University. She earned a 

BS from the University of Kentucky and an MBA from 

Eastern Kentucky University. 

https://www.mmanc.org/events/annual-conference/
https://www.mmasc.org/353/Annual-Conference
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: 

Richmond Chief of Police Bisa 

French has notified City Manager 

Shasa Curl of her plans to officially 

retire effective January 16, 2026. Bisa 

has served the city of Richmond 

more than 27 years. She was 

appointed Chief of Police in 2020. 

She was a 22-year old-single mother when she joined the 

police department in 1998. She worked with the ranks of 

sergeant, lieutenant, captain, and assistant chief. Bisa 

was appointed Assistant Chief in 2016. Her appointment 

as Chief came during the time of national rioting and 

looting following the death of George Floyd. State 

Officials in California accused the city of Norwalk of 

violating state law regarding housing homeless 

populations. The city agreed to repeal an ordinance that 

bans emergency shelters and other facilities for 

unhoused people. California Governor Gavin Newsom 

lectured city officials saying that the city’s ordinance was 

“…inexcusable…” The Norwalk city manager is Jesus M. 

Gomez. He was appointed to the position in January 

2018. Ozzie Ramos is the Norwalk Deputy City Manager. 

City officials contend that the city did a great deal for the 

region's massive homeless population, and yet did not 

receive significant state funding assistance. Some 

California cities have cancelled Latino festival programs 

for fear that Federal Law Enforcement will attend looking 

to arrest illegal aliens. This fear, of course, means that 

local law-abiding taxpayers will miss out on usual 

programs and festivals. Though Moreno Valley city 

manager Brian Mohan warned of potential concerns 

about U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

activities, the city decided to move forward with 

community events. Other cities, including Perris, 

canceled Latino festivals due to the fear of ICE activities.  

 

Please take a few minutes to look at the Trackdown 

Management Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/trackdownmanagement 

 

 

SHORTS: *Retired city manager 

Ronald Molendyk and longtime 

city engineer Bill Pagett are 

scheduled to go with the 

Corvett Super Sports Club on a 

3-day road trip to Solvang and 

Buelton.*Tulare Recreation Supervisor Stephanie 

Velasquez, a graduate of California State University, 

Fresno, previously worked for the City of Lindsay as a 

Recreation Coordinator (2021-September 2025). *Lyndsie 

Buskirk recently celebrated her 10th Anniversary of 

service to the California Joint Powers Insurance Authority 

(CJPIA). *William J. Malinen, Jennifer Hanson and Mark 

Scott are former Lincoln city managers.  

 

Letters and Notes from Readers: 
 

Thank you for your reply.  

I was on the incorporation committee for Dana Point’s 

city hood in the late ‘80’s. I was the first Chairman of the 

first Planning Commission and ran for council three times 

before being elected and served from 1994 to 2002. 

I knew Bill Talley very well but I never heard of Bob 

Wanamaker or Dennis O’Malley. 

  

I wrote you because I could not remember who the City 

Manager was that followed Bill Talley. I have since 

remembered that Steve Julian, who had been San Juan 

Capistran’s City Manager at one time, was manager 

when I was on council, and we hired John Bahorski after 

Steve. After Bahorski was dismissed, we hired Doug 

Chatkevis. But I am not sure of the dates. 

Thanks, 

---Harold R. Kaufman, Las Vegas NV 89131 

 

Hello my friend: 

I need to share some sad news with you. My eldest 

daughter, Jessica, passed away, as a result of acute 

myeloid leukemia. It was sudden and unexpected. 

Needless to say, it has been hard on all the family. 

---Carlos Urrutia, Retired City Manager 

 

NOTE: Sincere personal condolences, Carlos. That is news 

that goes directly to your heart. God Bless you all! 

Thanks for the mention in the newsletter! It was a blast 

from the past since those pics are so old, you must have 

gone deep in the archives for them! 

Hope you are doing well! 

---Jennifer Quan 

*Eloy, Arizona city manager David Malewitz is the new 

Assistant city manager in the city of Paso Robles. *Orange 

City manager Jared Hildenbrand said that, though a 

consultant report shows the city doing business as usual is 

on the way toward bankruptcy, the City of Orange is not 

on the verge of bankruptcy in three years. *Morgan 

Rattigan is the new city of Napa Community 

Development Director. *Daryel Dunston began his tenure 

as city manager for the City of Davis on September 15, 

2025. *Members of the Eureka City Council have 

discussed the issue of investments by the CalPERS Board 

in businesses that contribute to the Palestine-Israeli 

conflict, and whether CalPERS should divest themselves 

of such business investments. *Chico City Council 

Member Mike O’Brien, a commander of the Butte Inter-

Agency Narcotics Task Force and former Chief of Police 

for Chico, is the new Interim Town Manager for the Town 

of Paradise.*** 

https://www.facebook.com/trackdownmanagement

