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Retired in 2018 as Fremont City Manager Fred Diaz and 

2023 retired Auburn City Manager John Donlevy during 

a Rotary Club service trip to Ensenada, Mexico. Fred 

and John have known each other for more than 40 

years when they worked with now-retired Pico Rivera 

City Manager Dennis Courtemarche. Fred served as city 

manager in Indio and Tracy prior to his 14-years in 

Fremont. Before Auburn, John served nearly two 

decades as Winters city manager (2001-2020).   

 

 

 

California Managers in Cities from          

Menlo Park to Milpitas 
 

This February 2026 issue of the City Manager 

Newsletter by Trackdown includes information 

regarding the executive leadership in the cities of, 

Menlo Park, Merced, Mill Valley, Millbrae, and 

Milpitas. 

 

City executives in this issue include Menlo Park City 

Manager Justin Murphy, Scott McBride is the city 

manager in the city of Merced, Todd Cusimano is 

the City Manager in Mill Valley, Thomas C. “Tom” 

Williams is City Manager in Millbrae, and Jared 

Hernandez is the Acting City Manager in Milpitas. 

Merced is the oldest city in this group, having 

incorporated in April 1889. Milpitas is the youngest of 

these cities, incorporating in January 1954. 
 

“Loyalty requires a stable and firm commitment.”  
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http://www.ekapr.com
https://www.tripepismith.com/
https://cjpia.org/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
http://www.willdan.com
https://www.menlopark.gov/Home
https://www.cityofmerced.gov/
https://www.cityofmillvalley.gov/
https://www.ci.millbrae.ca.us/
https://www.milpitas.gov/
https://gonsalvi.com/
https://trackdownmanagement.net/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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Jack Simpson and Sharon Olivito in 2016 at a 

California Contract Cities Association event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A 2026 MWD Water Education tour. This is the  

group posing at Hoover Dam. Erin and Matt Stibal 

were there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Said this repeatedly! There isn’t anything this person 

can’t do or, at least, won’t try. Here is Susan Simpson 

of Trackdown Management, helping her late dad,                

Kenny Woodruff, piece together a competitive sprint 

car at his shop in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma. Kenny is 

inducted into the National Sprint Car Hall of Fame. 

California Managers in Cities from          

Menlo Park to Milpitas 
 

Menlo Park is a city in the San 

Francisco Bay Area in California’s 

San Mateo County. Stanford 

University is located to the south in 

the city of Palo Alto. The local train 

station is the longest continually 

operating station in California. The 

name “Menlo Park” came from an 

Irish settlers’ ranch for their home village in Ireland. A 

wooden entrance gate was built, reminiscent of a 

gate in Ireland. In 1863 the railroad started running 

to the area. In 1867 a station was built sporting the 

Menlo Park sign. The city was incorporated in 

November 1927, and the 2020 population is set at 

33,780. The city manager is Justin Murphy and 

Stephen Stolte is the assistant city manager. Nicole 

Nagaya is the Public Works Director. Judith Herren is 

the City Clerk and David Norris is Chief of Police.  

 

https://www.menlopark.gov/Home
https://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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California Managers in Cities from          

Menlo Park to Milpitas 
 

Justin Murphy, after serving 5 months 

as Interim City Manager, was 

appointed City Manager in June 

2022. In March 1993, Justin became 

a Junior Planner for the city of 

Alameda, and he worked as a 

Project Planner for the city of San 

Leandro from November 1993 to August 1996. Justin 

joined the Menlo Park city staff in 1996 as an 

Associate Planner. He worked his way up in the 

Planning Department to become the Development 

Services Manager in February 2004. He served in 

that position for nearly 10 years. Justin became the 

Assistant Community Development Director in 

October 2014, Public Works Director in January 2016, 

Deputy City Manager in May 2019, Interim City 

Manager in January 2022 and then city manager in 

in July 2022. Justin earned a MA in urban studies 

from Stanford University and an MPA from Harvard 

University, Kennedy School.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 
 

Providing Needed Public Facilities Financing! 
 

The Independent Cities Finance Authority is an 

unaffiliated Joint Powers Authority (JPA) with the 

goal of helping communities fund critical projects. 

 

Since its inception in 1988, ICFA has assisted. 

funding more than $500 million in critical 

community projects, from hospitals to charter 

schools, public utilities, and housing. 
 

Jose Solache, ICFA President                                    

Lynwood City Council Member 
 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                         

Post Office Box No. 6740 

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman Jim L. Barisic, 

former Artesia City 

Manager who also served 

the cities of Cerritos  and 

Paramount, is a Viet Nam 

veteran, founded  Brandywine in 1994. 
 

Dedicated to providing Southern  

California Housing  
 

Jim, two of his sons, Brett Whitehead and David 

Barisic, and Alex Hernandez, the President of the 

Homebuilding Division, and Mario Urzua, the Chief 

Financial Officer are the Brandywine Homes 

executive team. Please check the firm’s  

website for current sales! 

 

Now selling: Avila - El Monte, Cabrillo Crossings - 

Santa Ana, Carson Landing - Carson, and  

Mirasol - El Monte, and Solara - Westminster 
 

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 
 

Contact the firm for information about their Local 

Heroes program incentives and advantages.  
 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                      

16580 Aston Street 

Irvine, California  92606 

 

Stephen Stolte is the Menlo Park 

assistant city manager. He was 

appointed to the position starting in 

January 2023. Stephen worked for the 

County of San Mateo as a Community 

Program Specialist (2013-2014) and 

Sustainability Coordinator (2014-2015). He joined the 

Daly City staff in December 2015 as a Sustainability 

Coordinator and Senior Management Analyst. 

Stephen was appointed Assistant to the City 

Manager in August 2018. He became the Assistant 

City Manager in July 2020. Stephen earned a BS in 

public policy and sustainable development from 

the University of Delaware, and an MA in 

international affairs and environmental policy from 

Columbia University.  

https://www.icfauthority.org/
http://www.brandywinedev.com
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Executive Level Posse Roster: 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager    

Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, City of Lancaster 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista, P-Pres. CCMF                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of California 

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Interim City Manager 

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia 

Chuck Bryant, Past City Admin., Hawaiian Gardens  

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Ron Kiedrowski, Retired City Manager 

Donald Duckworth, Retired City Manager 

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 
 

Posse Roster: 
 

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Roy Pederson, ICMA Past-President 

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired City Manager, Rocklin  

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Robert “Bud” Ovrom, Retired City Manager   

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager, Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon 

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Atascadero 

Donald Jeffers, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park 

Wayne Wedin, Retired City Manager, Brea 

Karen Herrera, Retired Deputy City Manager, Duarte 

Robert & Karen Flores, Retired El Cajon residents 

 

 

City Manager Newsletter by 

  Trackdown Management 
 

                      

           10 Claret, Rancho Mirage, California 92270 
 

                Cell Phone: Jack A. Simpson | 562-896-5424 

          Susan Simpson    | 310-418-1035 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. 
 

RWG delivers practical advice and solutions. 

tailored to the unique needs of public entities. 
 

Working seamlessly across offices in 

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange County, 

Temecula, and the Central Coast. 

 

The RWG team of experts provides the full scope. 

of public law services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from listening. 

carefully and asking the right 

questions. 
 

Roxanne Diaz is a former member. 

 of the Board of Trustees of the California 

City Management Foundation (CCMF 

 

    Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

RWG 85 tall

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
https://cjpia.org/
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The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities. 

Since 1988, the Olson Company mission has  

been to work hand-in-hand with cities to solve  

the critical shortage of urban housing by  

promoting and investing in responsible  

development that improves quality of life  

for everyone. 

                                                                                                                

The Olson Company has successfully 

 partnered with more than 100 cities since 1988. 

 

Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax 
 

3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100                                   

Seal Beach, CA 90740 

California Managers in Cities from          

Menlo Park to Milpitas 
 

Menlo Park has an impress list of former city 

managers starting with the first Cecil L. Longson 

(1952-1958). John R. Johnson served from 1958 to 

1964, and he was followed by Michael “Mike” 

Bedwell, the longest-serving city manager in Menlo 

Park’s city history. Mike served as city manager from 

1964 until his retirement in 1990; some 27 years. Janet 

M. Dolan was city manager for the next 10-years, 

(1990-2000), and she was followed by David Boesch 

(2000-2007). He left Menlo Park to become the 

Assistant County Manager for San Mateo County. 

Former Chino city manager Glen Rojas was the next 

Menlo Park city manager (2007-2012). San Bruno city 

manager Alex McIntyre was the next Menlo Park 

city manager (2012-2018). Alex left Menlo Park to 

take the Ventura city manager position. Starla 

Jerome-Robinson was appointed city manager in 

2019 and served until 2022. Justin Murphy, who 

originally joined the city staff in 1996 took the job in 

2022 and continues to serve in the post.  

 
 

Never to be Forgotten 
 

Those who attended the “Proof of Life” 

Program, who we lost along the way. 

“Proof of Life” program participants who passed: 
 

Darrell Essex 

Bob Willliams 

William “Bill” Holt 

Lauren Wasserman 

Ray Harris 

Frank G. Tripepi 

Howard Chambers 

Mary Strenn 

Keene Wilson 

Joe Goeden  

Jim Purtee 

 

 

Here is the late Joe Goeden. 

Joe served as city manager in 

Montebello and West Sacramento. 

 

 

https://www.munienvironmental.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
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 California Managers in Cities from          

Menlo Park to Milpitas 
 

Merced is known as the “Gateway 

to Yosemite.” The first Merced post 

office opened in 1870. Merced is 

the county seat for Merced County. 

The city was incorporated in April 

1889. During WW II , the Merced 

County fairgrounds were the site of a temporary 

"assembly center” where Japanese Americans 

were detained after being removed from their West 

Coast homes.  Since 2005, the city of Merced has 

been home to the University of California, Merced. 

The university is home to the 10th University of 

California campus, and the first research university 

built in the U.S. in the 21st century. The 2020 

population of Merced in 86,333. Scott McBride is the 

city manager and Frank Quintero is Deputy City 

Manager. The Chief of Police is Steven Stanfield and 

the Fire Chief is Casey Wilson.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Joe A. Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes. 

you don't need them often but when you do,  

they had better work." 
 

Anthony D. Gonsalves and two of his sons, 

Jason A. Gonsalves and Paul A. Gonsalves, are. 

expert local government lobbyists. 

Founded in 1975 by former Assembly Member 

Joe A. Gonsalves, the firm represents 50-plus cities 

and is a key player in city legislation. The firm works. 

closely with the League of California Cities. 

 

Anthony Gonsalves, 

President of the firm, is a long 

time Member of the 

California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF) Board  

of Trustees. 
 

Jason & Paul Gonsalves are recognized local.  

Government legislation experts. 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

1201 K Street 

Sacramento, California 95814  

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former South Gate and Fort Bragg City Manager     

Gary Milliman and his wife. Gary is City Manager 

Emeritus for Brookings, Oregon. He has retired from 

city management but continues to serve as a 

Municipal Court Judge in Bandon, Brookings, 

Powers, Port Orford and Sublimity, Oregon. 

 

Scott McBride began his public 

service career working as an 

Enterprise Zone Coordinator starting 

in 1994 with the city of Atwater. Scott 

then served as Economic 

Development Coordinator (2000-

2003), Administrative Analyst (2003-2007), Director of 

Economic Development and Special Projects (2007-

2012), Community Development Director (2012-

2017) and interim city manager for the city of 

Atwater in 2017. Scott was hired by the city of 

Merced in August 2017 to be the city’s Director of 

Development Services. He was appointed City 

Manager in November 2023. Scott went to Merced 

Community College prior to earning a BA in 

environmental studies from the University of 

California, Santa Cruz, and an MPA from California 

State University, Stanislaus.  

 

Prior to Scott McBride, Stephanie Dietz was the 

Merced city manager (2020-2023), Steve Carrigan 

(2016-2020), John Bramble (2008-2015) and James 

G. Marshall (1992-2008). Jim is one of the longest-

serving city managers in city history at 16 years. Like 

Jim, John earned a highly professional reputation, 

and he attends “Proof of Life” program lunches. 

https://www.cityofmerced.gov/
https://gonsalvi.com/
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Jack Simpson and daughter Jacki “Cookie” Beebe,  

an often newsletter picture contributor.  

Jack Simpson, Susan Simpson and the late Paramount 

Mayor and Council Member Richard “Rich” DeBie in an 

archive picture. Rich is a past President of the California 

Contract Cities Association.  

 

California Contract Cities Association 

 

 

 

 

 

Brenda Olmos of Paramount, President 

John Erickson, West Hollywood, Vice President 

Chris Barajas, Jurupa Valley, Secretary 

Sal Melendez, Montebello, Treasurer 

John Moreno, Paramount, City Manager’s Chair 

  Marcel Rodarte, Executive Director  

Dr. Mayra Bonilla, Operations Manager 

Frank Rodarte, Administrative Specialist 

 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210  

   Cerritos, California 90703 

 Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

Email: info@contyractcities.org 

California Managers in Cities from          

Menlo Park to Milpitas 
 

Mill Valley, a modern Marin 

County city, was part of a 

number of land grants back in 

1834. By 1900, the local 

population was near 900. The 

second population boom 

came following the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake. 

Many survivors of the San Francisco devastation fled 

to Mill Valley and never left. The first post office 

opened under the name “Eastland.” It was 

changed to “Mill Valley” in 1904. The city was 

incorporated in September 1900. The 2020 

population is set at 14,231. Todd Cusimano is the city 

manager and Risa De Ferrari is the City Clerk. 

Ignacio R. Navarro is the Chief of Police and Ashley 

Howe is the Arts and Recreation Director. Deputy 

Director of Finance is Trevor Atashkarian. Fran 

Mancia is from Mill Valley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed 

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and  

fairly priced.  
             

  CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills and represents both public 

and private clients throughout California in 

municipal law. 
 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Michael is an elected member of the American 

Law Institute, and he is a leading expert in local. 

 government legal issues.  
 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020).  

https://chwlaw.us/ 
 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357; 213-542-5700. 

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@contyractcities.org
https://chwlaw.us/
https://contractcities.org/
https://www.cityofmillvalley.gov/
https://chwlaw.us/
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California Managers in Cities from          

Menlo Park to Milpitas 
 

Todd Cusimano was appointed to the 

Mill Valley city manager position in 

June 2022, after serving as Town 

Manager for Corte Madera from 

October 2016 to 2022. He replaced 

City Manager Alan Piombo, who 

retired. Todd began his public service 

career is law enforcement working with the Twin 

Cities Police Authority in Minnesota from May 1994 

to January 2013. He was hired as the Chief of Police 

for the Central Marin Police Authority in January 

2013 working from offices in Larkspur. After a little 

more than 15 years, Todd took the Town of Corte 

Madera position. After attending Santa Rosa Junior 

College, Todd studied criminal justice and police 

science at California State University, Sacramento. 

He earned a BS from Kaplan University and an MBA 

from Columbia Southern University. He is also a 

graduate of the FBI National Academy, the Berkeley 

Executive Leadership Program and the Sherman 

Block Supervisory Institute. 

 

      Personal Health is of Major Importance! 
 

The Raw Performance 

gym is a place where 

strength training is 

used for self-

improvement. Special 

group sessions for 

sports teams, police 

and fire departments 

or other groups  may be arranged. 24/7 gym 

access for members. 
 

William Ha, Raw Performance Coach/Owner, 

CSCS is a professional and popular certified 

strength and conditioning coach. 
 

Call: 714-335-4436                                                         

10579 Bloomfield Avenue 

Los Alamitos, California 90720 

 

 Ashley Howe is the Mill Valley Arts and 

Recreation Director. She worked for 

the Tiburon Peninsula Club from 2002 

to 2007. Ashley worked for the city of 

Benicia for 7 and a half years as a 

Recreation Supervisor. In March 2015, 

she joined the San Rafael recreation department. In 

March 2020, she was hired to serve as the Parks & 

Recreation Director for the Town of Corte Madera. 

She was then appointed Arts & Recreation Director 

for Mill Valley in April 2023. Ashley earned a BS in 

recreation administration from California 

Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, and an 

MS in parks, recreation and leisure studies from San 

Francisco State University.   

https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers
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Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is 

one of the leading strategic 

communications and public 

affairs firms in Southern California. 

The Founding Partner is Harvey 

Englander, and Partners include 

Matt Knabe, Marcus Allen, Eric 

Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam Englander, Alex Cherin 

and Managing Partner Kellie Hawkins. EKA prides 

itself on providing a unique and strategic 

perspective on a wide variety of issues. 
 

EKA provides lobbying, government affairs, public 

relations, political campaigns, and crisis 

management services for a wide variety of 

clientele. In addition, EKA provides professional 

litigation communication and expert witness 

services led by our team of strategists, lawyers, 

journalists, and media relations specialists. 

 

Retired Long Beach and Paramount City Manager 

Pat West is a Joint Venture Partner with EKA. 
                                                   

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of 

combined experience and a multitude of 

relationships within the City & County of Los 

Angeles, and the 88 cities within Los Angeles 

County. Kellie Hawkins  earned a BA from Howard 

University and a master’s degree in public health 

from the University of Southern California (USC). 
 

To contact EKA, please call 213) 741-1500 or email  

Matt Knabe, Partner.  

 

 

“Proof  of Life” lunches are 

opportunities to share time    

with former colleagues. No 

one understands the 

challenges of city 

management like those who 

have practiced the craft. 

Pictured here are                       

Jim DeStefano and                      

Mark Alexander at the North 

Woods Inn Restaurant in            

La Mirada at a “Proof of Life” 

lunch. The next “Proof of Life” 

lunch will  be on Thursday, March 26, 2026.             

Please save the date! ***  

California Managers in Cities from          

Menlo Park to Milpitas 
 

Millbrae is a San Mateo County 

community near the San Francisco 

Airport on the banks of San Bruno 

Creek. In the 1860s, Darius Odgen Mills 

bought property to build a country 

estate. The railroad connected Millbrae with San 

Francisco and San Jose. The Mills’ estate became 

known as Millbrae from the “Mills” and the Scottish 

word “brae,” which means “rolling hills.” Millbrae’s 

Green Hills Country Club was built in 1929 and 

provides a green belt in the center of the city. 

Millbrae was incorporated in January 1948, and the 

2020 population is 23,216. The current city manager 

is Thomas C. “Tom” Williams, and Isabel Carlos is the 

Assistant City Manager and Human Resources 

Director. Elaine Tran is the City Clerk. Mike Sung is the 

Finance Director, and Ron Popp is the Director of 

Public Works. Bradley Misner is the Community 

Development Director.  

 

 

 

 

 

NHA advisors, LLC provides strategic, objective 

and financially sound advice to public agencies 

throughout California. Consistently ranked as one 

of the most active municipal advisors*, NHA 

Advisors is distinguished from the competition by 

delivering broad advisory and consulting services 

to meet the challenging and complex needs of 

public agency clients.  

                                                                                               

As a fiduciary, the firm develops comprehensive 

options and strategies that solve for 

maintaining/enhancing service levels, capital 

project needs, manage and contain costs and 

risks such as rising pension costs and promote 

fiscal sustainability through prudent policies. 

 

Principals include Mark Northcross, Eric Scriven,        

Mike Meyer, Rob Schmidt, and Leslie Bloom. 

 

Craig Hill, Managing Principal    
Financial & Policy Strategies. 

Delivered. 

 

Telephone: (415) 785-2025  

Cell: (415)518-4130 

Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com 

 

mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
http://www.ekapr.com/
https://www.ci.millbrae.ca.us/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
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California Managers in Cities from          

Menlo Park to Milpitas 
 

Thomas C. “Tom” Williams began his 

public service career in 1986 as a City 

Planner for the City of San Diego. 

After working for a couple private 

firms in San Francisco and Walnut 

Creek, Tom joined the Town of Los 

Gatos staff as Assistant Director of Community 

Development in 2002. In 2003, he was hired as the 

Planning & Community Development Director by 

the City of San Bruno, and after working in that 

position for a couple years, Tom went to work for the 

city of Milpitas as Planning & Neighborhood Services 

Director. He was appointed Milpitas city manager in 

2006 and work there until 2017. Tom was selected to 

service as the Millbrae city manager in 2018. He 

earned a BA in public administration from San Diego 

State University, where he continues graduate 

studies.  

 

Long-time member of the California 

City Management Foundation (CCMF) 

Board of Trustees, Marcia Raines, 

served as Millbrae city manager from 

2008 until 2018. Marcia previously 

served as city manager for Martinez 

(1997-2000), and Half Moon Bay (2006-2008). She 

was the Director of Environmental Services for the 

County of San Mateo from September 2000 until 

October 2006. After leaving Millbrae, Marcia was 

the Interim City Manager in Sausalito for 8 months 

starting in November 2020. Marcia is a past 

President of the City Managers’ Department of the 

League of California Cities (2014-2015). She 

received a 40 Year ICMA Service Award in 2020.  

 

Other former Millbrae city managers include Ralph 

Jaeck, who served prior to Marcia Raines in 2007. 

Ron Bolin was city manager during the late 1990s. 

James R. “Jim” Erickson served as Millbrae city 

manager from 1982 to 2003. He was previously city 

administrator for the city of Folsom (1975-1982). Jim 

started his public service career in Vacaville in 1971. 

 

“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready 
to help with outreach campaigns, 

video production, content writing, 

messaging, graphic work, technology 

infrastructure and websites." 

--Ryder Todd Smith, President 

Recruiting – Technology – Public Affairs – Training 
 

Telephone: 626-536-2173 

Or info@tripepismith.com 

Mailing Address is P.O. Box 52152, Irvine, CA 92619 

                                                                                                         

“To inspire effective civic engagement” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy ducks and geese visit the Coachella Valley 

during the winter months. 

 

mailto:info@tripepismith.com
https://www.tripepismith.com/
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Founded in 1986 by former City Manager 

Larry J. Kosmont, Chairman and CEO. 

2021 CCMF Corporate Partner of the Year. 

                                                                                                    

Kosmont Companies serves cities, counties, quasi-

government agencies, private companies, 

developers, and non-profit organizations, including 

educational institutions across California. With 

unmatched expertise in public/private transactions, 
 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges, and solutions. A 

transactional firm that takes a hands-on 

approach to economic development focused 

on successful outcomes. The firm is expert in  

economic development, real estate consulting, 

financial analysis, and redevelopment  

agency dissolution.  
 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., No. 382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266 
 

Headquarters – El Segundo:  

2301 Rosecrans Avenue Suite 4140, El Segundo, 

California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

 

Vitamins are important to your health! 

 
https://Caseysimpson.iii.earth 

Some of the most effective vitamins you 

can buy! Vitamins supplements that are not absorbed 

can be a waste of money. Contact 

Casey Simpson to discover vitamin products. 

that provide maximum absorption. 

California Managers in Cities from          

Menlo Park to Milpitas 
 

Milpitas is found in Santa Clara 

County and is part of the Silicon 

Valley. In the 1850s, large numbers of 

settlers with English, German and 

Irish backgrounds arrive in the 

Milpitas area to establish farms. Portuguese people 

from the Azores came to Milpitas in the 1870s and 

1880s came to farm the hillsides. Milpitas was 

officially names when the postal service was 

established in 1857. The city was not incorporated 

until January 1954. The 2020 population is 80,273. 

Police Chief Jared Hernandez served is the Acting 

City Manager since Interim City Manager Deanna J. 

Santana left the post. Matt Cano is the Assistant City 

Manager, Luz Cofresi-Howe is the Director of 

Finance, Jeannine Seher is the Human Resources 

Director, Christian Di Renzo is the Public Works 

Director, and Alex Andrade is the Director of 

Economic Development & Strategic Initiatives. 

Charmaine D. Angelo is the Milpitas Public 

Information Officer. 

 

 

  

 

 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Telephone: 949-235-0525                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 
 

Wolf & Company Inc. provides municipal 

consulting services to State and local. 

    governments, and not-for-profit corporations. 
 

    Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis                     

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight Agent Services. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. 
163 Limestone Road, Claremont, CA 91711 

Telephone: 949-235-0525 

 

https://caseysimpson.iii.earth/
https://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.milpitas.gov/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/


  

 

 

 

  City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown Management                                             Page | 12                                  
February 2026                                                                                                                                                        Volume No. 20 | Issue No. 03                             

 

 
California Managers in Cities from          

Menlo Park to Milpitas 
 

Milpitas Chief of Police Jared Hernandez add the 

responsibilities of Acting City Manager since 

January 2026. Jared was asked to provide the 

executive leadership following the departure of 

former Interim City Manager Deanna Santana. 

Deanna vacated the post at the end of 2025. Jared 

is a Milpitas native, and he is a 30-year veteran of 

the Milpitas Police Department. He joined the police 

department in 1991 as a volunteer in the Police 

Explorer Program. He was appointed Chief in 

October 2021. Chief Hernandez graduated from 

Milpitas High School. He attended both San Jose 

State University and San Jose City College, earning 

a BS in criminal justice. 

 

The city of Milpitas has seen significant turnover in 

the city manager position in recent years. Ned 

Thomas was city manager from 2023 to 2025, and 

Steve McHarris served in the position from 2020 to 

2023. Julie Edmons-Mares served less than two years 

when she resigned in 2019. Tom Williams had the 

city’s longest city manager tenure from 2006 until 

September 2017. Then-Chief of Police Steve 

Pangelinan was Acting City Manager following 

Tom’s departure. Warren Schmid was the first 

Milpitas city manager following the 1954 

incorporation. Warren was an Administrative 

Assistant with the city of San Leandro prior to his 

Milpitas service. After serving as the first City 

Manager of Milpitas, Warren Schmid transitioned 

into regional governance, becoming the Executive 

Director of the Association of Bay Area 

Governments (ABAG). His service with ABAG was 

colored by the 1968 embezzlement of roughly a half 

million dollars by his assistant, Tom Truax. Tom was 

sentenced to four-years in prison. Almost all of the 

embezzled money was recovered.  

 

                                                                                                           

“Try not to become a man of 

success, but rather try to become  

a man of value.” 

--Albert Einstein 

 

 

 

 

Jonathan Royas, Santa Paula, President 

Joseph Cisneros, La Palma, Vice President 

633 E. Cabrillo Blvd., Santa Barbara, CA 93103 

Telephone: 877-314-7080 

                                                                                                     

MMASC & MMANC support ICMA’s  

educational, diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts. 
 

 

 

 

 

Candice Rankin Mumby, President 

Sustainability Manager, Walnut Creek 

Anthony Valdez, Vice President 

Assistant City Manager, Bakersfield,  

3620 American River Drive, Suite 230,                              

Sacramento, CA 95864 

 
 

Some considerations and thoughts, just for edification 

and “remember whens”: Muni Environmental Professional 

Consultants specialize in municipal solid waste, recycling, 

and environmental compliance. Their recent projects 

focus on helping California jurisdictions meet stringent 

state mandates, particularly SB 1383 (Organic Waste 

Methane Emissions Reduction) and AB 1826. L. A.’s last 

slaughterhouse closed in Pico Rivera. The Manning Beef 

company closed its doors a few months ago. The facilities 

were closed in 2022 by the Department of Agriculture 

after inspectors discovered law violations. In 2021 a small 

herd of about 40 cattle escaped and went for a 

nighttime walk through the city. The Siberian Husky is 

an intelligent, social, high-energy, medium-sized working 

dog known for its striking, wolf-like appearance and 

friendly, independent nature. These Huskies were 

originally bred by the Chukchi 

people of Siberia for pulling light 

loads over long distances. They have 

long-distance stamina. Siberian 

Huskies require significant daily 

exercise and are best suited for 

active, experienced owners. These 

pretty dogs shed a lot, but they are 

naturally clean dogs with little "doggy odor" and only 

need occasional baths. The current most popular 

athletes in California include Shohei Ohtani, LeBron 

James, Stephen Curry and Clayton Kershaw. The all-time 

icons even after retirement or passing include Kobe 

Bryant and Magic Johnson of the Lakers, Tony Gwynn, 

“Mr. Padre” of San Diego and Jackie Robinson, a sports 

icon who played at the University of California, Los 

Angeles (UCLA). *** 

https://www.mmanc.org/events/annual-conference/
https://www.mmasc.org/353/Annual-Conference
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Providing Financing Solutions and 

Comprehensive Financial Strategies to 

California Public Agencies. 
 

NHA Advisors, LLC provides strategic, objective 
and financially sound advice to public agencies 
throughout California. Consistently ranked as one 
of the most active municipal advisors*, the firm 
distinguishes itself from the competition by 
delivering broad advisory and consulting services 
to meet the challenging and complex needs of a 
wide range of public agency clients. As a fiduciary, 
NHA Advisors develops comprehensive options 
and strategies that addresses needs from 
maintaining and/or enhancing service levels, 
capital project needs, manage and contain costs 
and risks such as rising pension costs and 
promote fiscal sustainability through prudent 
policies. 

The firm’s leadership averages 25+ years of public 
finance experience. NHA Advisors, LLC has 
worked with more than 175 public agencies on 
hundreds of diverse projects, ranging from small 
$500,000 privately placed loans to larger $500 
million bond financings. 

 

Mission Statement 
 

NHA Advisors was founded to make the process 
of public finance accessible and understandable 
for governmental entities as well as to help them 
achieve the lowest possible cost of financing. 
NHA Advisors strives to provide underserved 
agencies with access to financing to better meet 
the needs of their communities. Using our broad 
base of knowledge, we bring qualified parties 
together to create an effective collaboration that 
meets both public policy and private demands. 

 

 

 

NHA Advisors’ Leadership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Craig Hill, Managing Principal 

Office: 415.785.2025 x 2001 

Cell: 415.518.4130 

Fax: 415.506.3401 
craig@NHAadvisors.com 

 

Other NHA Advisor professionals include: 

Mark Northcross 

Eric Scriven 

Mike Meyer 

Rob Schmidt 

Leslie Bloom  
 

 

mailto:craig@NHAadvisors.com
https://nhaadvisors.com/
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Picking Up the Pieces: Christine Tien is 

the new Deputy City Manager in the 

city of Stockton working with City 

Manager Johnny Ford. Christine has 

been working as a Senior Program 

Manager for The California 

Endowment. She previously worked for 

Stockton in various positions, including 

Recreation Director. Christine earned 

a law degree from the University of 

Arizona, a MPP from Harvard University, Kennedy School, 

and a BS in engineering from the University of California, 

Berkeley. It has been alleged by whistleblower Ed Rardin 

that El Monte city manager Alma Karin Martinez secured 

herself a substantial unbudgeted compensation 

increase. Ed is a local code enforcement officer. It has 

been reported that he sent complaints to the Los Angeles 

County District Attorney’s Office, the FBI and the FPPC. 

Alma has served as El Monte city manager since August 

2019. She was Assistant City Manager in El Monte from 

2018 to 2019. Prior to coming to El Monte, Alma served as 

Lynwood City Manager, and as the Assistant City 

Manager in Compton. She earned a BA and MA from the 

University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). She is enrolled 

in a Doctoral Program at the University of Southern 

California (USC). Hollister City Manager Ana Cortez was 

appointed in January 2026, following a three-month 

search to replace former city manager David Mirrione. 

Ana is a former city manager in Carnation (2021-2014), 

and Leavenworth (2020-2021), Washington, and Helena, 

Montana (2019-2020). She also served as the Community 

Development Director in Richmond, California from 2006 

until 2014. Ana earned a BA from the University of 

California, Berkeley and an MPA from the University of 

Washington. Jim Pia served as Interim City Manager 

following David’s departure and Ana’s arrival. Lodi has 

begun their official executive recruitment for its next city 

manager. Former Saratoga city manager James Lindsay 

served as Interim City Manager until his retirement rules 

kicked in requiring him to resign. Former City Manager 

Scott Carney was placed on administrative leave prior to 

his resignation. Scott had reported credit card abuse by 

city hall staff. Audits have been performed by 

independent auditors. Beaverton, Oregon city manager 

Jenny Haruyama was selected in January 3036 to be the 

next city manager for the City of Eugene, Oregon. She 

was picked from a group of more than 50 applicants as 

a result of a national recruitment. Jenny previously served 

as the city manager in Tracy and Scotts Valley, California. 

Jenny also worked for the cities of Livermore, Milpitas, 

Rancho Cucamonga and Los Gatos. She earned a BS 

from San Jose State University and an MPA from the 

California State University, East Bay. Fort Bragg City 

Manager Isaac Whippey and staff have published a 42-

page “Year in Review” document. The document reports 

the city’s future project priorities and gives outlines and 

updates on existing city efforts. Programs, like “Every 

Child is a Swimmer” are reported in the document.  

 

 

 

Finding pleasant and interesting weather all year 

around in California’s charming and enjoyable 

Coachella Valley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Egan visiting “Mr. Cub” Ernie Banks. 

“It’s a beautiful day for a ballgame…Let’s play two!” 
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: Shaun 

Stephens is the new Chief of Police for 

the City of Kingsburg, succeeding the 

retired Chief Neil Dadian. Shaun has 

worked his entire law enforcement 

career with the Kingsburg Police 

Department starting in January 2026. 

He started his law enforcement career 

in 2000 as a Reserve Officer. Prior to 

becoming Chief, he served as a Lieutenant (starting May 

2022) and spent 18 years as a Sergeant (2005–2023) 

within the Kingsburg police department. Adam Pirrie is 

the City Manager for the city of Claremont. Adam was 

hired as city manager on February 23, 2021. He has 

served with Claremont for more than 22 years in various 

capacities. He joined the city staff in September 2003 in 

an Accountant position. He worked as Accounting 

Supervisor and Finance Manager before being 

appointed Finance Director in January 2011. Adam is an 

alumnus of the University of California, Los Angeles 

(UCLA). Based on data from the California State 

Controller's office for 2023 total wages (including lump-

sum payouts), for the following cities were among the 

highest-paying city managers’ compensation:  

Commerce: $639,326; Sacramento: $593,240; 

Pomona: $584,525; Rialto: $555,106; Suisun City: $523,926; 

Laguna Beach: $514,080; Huntington Beach: $506,983; 

Inglewood: $503,737; Salinas: $498,594; and Beverly 

Hills: $477,790. Please note that these high figures can 

sometimes be inflated by one-time payments for unused 

leave or severance packages, which can cause a city's 

ranking to fluctuate year to year. For example, the former 

Sacramento City Manager's total wages reached nearly 

$800,000 in 2024 due to cashing out accrued leave hours. 

Last February (2025), Rancho Cucamonga City Manager 

John Gillison and Lakewood Deputy City Manager Paolo 

Beltran were the major award recipients at the annual 

City Managers’ meeting. John was awarded the West 

McClure Award of Distinction, and Paolo was awarded 

the Annual John H. Nail Award. Continued 

congratulations to both of these gentlemen.  

 

A legendary story of the Costco hot dog is the $1.50 

price tag, which has not changed since 1985. When 

former CEO Craig Jelinek once complained to co-

founder Jim Sinegal that they we’re "…losing our rear 

ends…" on the deal, it is reported that  Sinegal    

famously replied: "If you raise the [effing] hot dog, I will 

kill you. Figure it out." 

SHORTS: *Lew Bauman 

served as the Interim 

City Manager following 

Monterey City Manager 

Hans Uslar’s retirement 

at the end of December 

2025. *Congratulations 

to Napa City Manager 

Steve Potter, who recently received a positive review. 

*Anaheim City Manager James Vanderpool, appointed 

in September 2020 after serving as the Buena Park city 

manager (2012-2020), was not disciplined for attending a 

2020 Lake Havasu retreat paid by the Anaheim Chamber 

of Commerce. *Retired Vista City Manager Rita Geldert 

(1997-2011), who is a longtime former President of the 

California City Management Foundation Board of 

Trustees (CCMF), serves as a member of the Tri-City 

Medical Center and she is a past President of the Tri-City 

Hospital Foundation in Oceanside. *Dena Heald is the 

new Director of Finance for the City of Big Bear Lake as 

the culmination of a recruitment conducted by TS Talent 

Solutions (TSTS) of the Tripepi Smith team. *Retired Chino 

Hills city manager Doug Labelle was the very first 

Marysville City Administrator in 1972. *Lemon Grove hired  

former Rancho Cucamonga Interim Deputy City 

Manager and former Coronado and National City 

Assistant City Manager Tony Winney as the city’s Interim 

City Manager. *After serving 11 years with Cathedral City, 

former city manager Charles McClendon retired in 

September 2025 and Anne Ambrose was appointed 

Interim city manager.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This picture of the moon 

was taken with a cell phone 

from a yard in  

Rancho Mirage. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=City+of+Commerce&kgmid=/m/0r030&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjvn8OD4sKRAxUsK0QIHTWiPUgQ3egRegYIAQgEEAI
https://www.google.com/search?q=City+of+Commerce&kgmid=/m/0r030&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjvn8OD4sKRAxUsK0QIHTWiPUgQ3egRegYIAQgEEAI
https://www.google.com/search?q=Sacramento&kgmid=/m/07bcn&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjvn8OD4sKRAxUsK0QIHTWiPUgQ3egRegYIAQgEEAU
https://www.google.com/search?q=Pomona&kgmid=/m/0r0ss&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjvn8OD4sKRAxUsK0QIHTWiPUgQ3egRegYIAQgEEAg
https://www.google.com/search?q=Rialto&kgmid=/m/0r4pn&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjvn8OD4sKRAxUsK0QIHTWiPUgQ3egRegYIAQgEEAs
https://www.google.com/search?q=Suisun+City&kgmid=/m/0r71h&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjvn8OD4sKRAxUsK0QIHTWiPUgQ3egRegYIAQgEEA4
https://www.google.com/search?q=Laguna+Beach&kgmid=/m/0r2gj&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjvn8OD4sKRAxUsK0QIHTWiPUgQ3egRegYIAQgEEBE
https://www.google.com/search?q=Huntington+Beach&kgmid=/m/0h3lt&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjvn8OD4sKRAxUsK0QIHTWiPUgQ3egRegYIAQgEEBQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Inglewood&kgmid=/m/0r0f7&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjvn8OD4sKRAxUsK0QIHTWiPUgQ3egRegYIAQgEEBc
https://www.google.com/search?q=Salinas&kgmid=/m/0r22d&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjvn8OD4sKRAxUsK0QIHTWiPUgQ3egRegYIAQgEEBo
https://www.google.com/search?q=Beverly+Hills&kgmid=/m/0k049&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjvn8OD4sKRAxUsK0QIHTWiPUgQ3egRegYIAQgEEB0
https://www.google.com/search?q=Beverly+Hills&kgmid=/m/0k049&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjvn8OD4sKRAxUsK0QIHTWiPUgQ3egRegYIAQgEEB0
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Letter and notes from the readers: 
 

Hello Jack. I don't believe we know each other and it 

was only today that I discovered the existence of 

Trackdown Management. I am obviously out of the 

loop.  

 

I was involved in city government in California from 

September 1971 to July 1997. After that I had a ten-year 

career as an executive recruiter with Shannon 

Associates and CPS HR Services after John Shannon sold 

his business to CPS. Since 2008 I have lived in Arizona 

and have enjoyed my retirement years traveling,  

"cheerleading" for our 19 grandchildren, serving in the 

community, and taking an active part in church. I also 

served several years as a member and officer of the 

HOA Board of Directors in our community.  

 

I had not Googled myself for a long time until doing so 

today. That's when I found your organization, including a 

write-up about me in a Nov. 2024 newsletter. I was 

previously city manager of Dixon. During my final year 

there the Vacaville City Manager John Thompson, and I 

were awarded the I.C.M.A. innovation award for 

establishing a permanent greenbelt buffer between the 

two cities. By the flip of a coin to see which city's name 

would be listed first it became known as the Vacaville 

Dixon Greenbelt. We received the award at that year's 

ICMA conference in Vancouver, B.C. Obviously the city 

councils of the two cities deserved a great deal of the 

credit for having the courage to approve what John 

and I recommended to them.  

 

I began my career in Fairfield in 1971, became Assistant 

City Manager there in 1973, and City Manager of Dixon 

in May 1978, serving there until July 1978. I continued to 

live in Dixon until 2008. As an executive recruiter I had 

assignments in CA, NV, ID, AZ etc. and ended up 

relocating to Arizona following my 2007 retirement.  

 

I wish you the best in doing what you are doing. I make 

it to California occasionally since a son lives in San 

Francisco with his wife and two teen daughters. My 

other four kids live in AZ, NV, and FL. I didn't know if you 

are keeping a file on what old guys are up to these 

days, but I sent the above in case you like retaining such 

info in your "archives."  

 

---Dave Harris, Former city manager 
 

P.S. I was sorry to read of the passing of Joe Goeden. I 

liked him a lot and did some consulting work for him and 

other Yolo County city managers during my consulting 

days. By the way, an interesting side note is that Jim 

Lindley, City Manager of Dixon (my former stomping 

grounds), was Mayor of Hesperia, CA when I conducted 

a city manager recruitment for that city in the early 

2000's. He's a great guy.  

Retired city managers 

Doug Dunlap and the 

late retired Cypress 

city manager Darrell 

Essex. Doug served as 

city manager in the 

cities of Pomona, 

Bradbury, Hawaiian 

Gardens,     El Monte, 

Villa Park and Chowchilla. Doug also worked for the 

cities of Pasadena, Cypress and Stanton. 

 

Hope you and Susan had a wonderful holiday with family 

and friends.  As we welcome in 2026, I'm grateful to stay 

in touch with old friends and colleagues.  I really enjoy 

seeing your "archive" photos from back in the 

day.  Memories of all those that have passed on make 

me appreciate the health I have, even though I have a 

lot of elderly aches and pains, thank God nothing serious 

yet.  I really look forward to your newsletters, although I 

must say I'm recognizing fewer and fewer names coming 

and going in the profession.   

 

I was quite fortunate to have had a career in local 

government and to have met so many fellow 

professionals. Many of them helped me when I needed 

it.  I'll stay in touch and maybe get to one of those POLs 

soon.  

 

---Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager 

 

Good morning, Jefe! Thanks for the photo plug at Coors 

Field in Denver, Colorado.  My cousin Raul and I were 

fortunate to see the historic home run live. We stuck it 

out when it started to rain and remained in our 

seats while the rest of the group took to shelter.  The 

light rain stopped, and Mike Trout hit his 400th career 

home run. We were glad we saw it. By the way, my 

cousin is retired from the City of Los Angeles. Take care.   

 

---Gonzalo Vazquez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Longtime professional city manager and Grandpa,  

Kevin O’Rourke with grandchildren, Maddy, 19 years 

old, and Gavin, 15 years old.  


