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Anthony D. Gonsalves is a prominent, long-serving 

municipal and private contract lobbyist as President of 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son professional representation firm 

in Sacramento. Anthony was the longest serving member 

of the Board of Trustees for the California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF) until he recently 

stepped down. He is shown here with fellow Board 

Member José Vera, an investment banker who serves 

local jurisdictions. Maintaining the Joe A. Gonsalves & 

Son commitment to city management, Jason Gonsalves 

has been appointed to replace Anthony. 

 California City Executives in Cities from          

Oceanside to Orange Cove 

 

Please find the June 2026 issue of the City Manager 

Newsletter by Trackdown attached to this 

distribution letter. This issue information regarding 

the executive leadership in the cities of Oceanside,  

Ojai, Ontario, Orange, and Orange Cove.  

 

City executives in this issue include the city manager 

for Oceanside Jonathan Borrego. Ben Harvey is the 

city manager in Ojai, Scott Ochoa is the City 

Manager in Ontario, Jarad Hildenbrand is the City 

Manager in the city of Orange, and Samuel Escobar 

is the City Manager for the city of Orange Cove.  

 

On Page 7, please find some information about the 

newest City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown 

Sponsor: Marc Mitchell of Mitchell Public Affairs & 

Advocacy. www.mitchellpaa.com 
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http://www.ekapr.com
https://www.tripepismith.com/
https://cjpia.org/
http://www.willdan.com
https://www.icfauthority.org/
https://www.ci.oceanside.ca.us/
https://www.ojai.ca.gov/
https://www.ontarioca.gov/
https://www.cityoforange.org/
https://cityoforangecove.com/
http://www.mitchellpaa.com/
https://gonsalvi.com/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
https://www.mitchellpaa.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
https://trackdownmanagement.net/
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California City Executives in Cities from          

Oceanside to Orange Cove 

 

Oceanside is a beach city in the 

northern area of San Diego County. 

The community’s establishment 

reaches to 1798 with Spanish 

settlement. The city sits on land at 

the mouth of the San Luis Rey River. 

In 1769 Father Junipero Serra founded Mission San 

Luis Rey de Francia. Farming and grazing became 

Oceanside’s primary land use in the early years. 

Oceanside’s unique local stories blend military 

history, beach culture and local urban legends. For 

instance, the Hunter Steakhouse that sits on the site 

of the former Buena Vista Cemetery, is rumored to 

be the city’s most haunted building. Staff at the 

restaurant have reported floating apparitions and 

mysterious power surges. In the late 1850s, Andrew 

Jackson Myers, move west from Illinois and came to 

live in San Luis Rey. It was on the Myers property that 

the city hall was established following incorporation 

in July 1888. The 2020 population of Oceanside is 

174,068 with an estimate for 2024 of 171,483. 

Jonathan Borrego is the city manager and Michael 

Gossman is the Assistant City Manager. Darlene 

Nicandro is the Development Services Director, 

Hamid Bahadori is the Public Works Director, 

Frederick Mayo is the Water Utilities Director and 

Leilani Hines is the Housing & Neighborhood 

Services Director. The Human Resources Director is 

Chelsea Phebus and the Chief of Police is Taurino 

Valdovinos. The Fire Chief is David Parsons.  

 

Jonathan Borrego was appointed 

Oceanside city manager in August 

2022. He joined the city in 2017 as the 

Development Services Director and 

he became interim city manager in 

March 2022 following former city 

manager Deanna Lorson’s March resignation. Prior 

to coming to Oceanside, Jonathan worked for 

nearly 30 years with the city of Anaheim in the 

Planning Division. He earned a BA and an MPA from 

California State University, Long Beach. He also 

earned an American Institute of Certified Planners 

(AICP) certification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A 2014 picture of the late retired city manager and 

Willdan executive Frank G. Tripepi (on the right) and 

 his son-in-law Ryder Todd Smith, founder of the 

comprehensive communications firm Tripepi Smith. 

 
 

“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready 

to help with outreach campaigns, 

video production, content writing, 

messaging, graphic work, technology 

infrastructure and websites." 

--Ryder Todd Smith, President 

      Recruiting – Technology – Public Affairs – Training 

Telephone: 626-536-2173 

Or info@tripepismith.com 

Mailing Address is P.O. Box 52152, Irvine, CA  92619  

“To inspire effective civic engagement” 

mailto:info@tripepismith.com
https://www.ci.oceanside.ca.us/
https://www.tripepismith.com/
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Debbie Smith, Executive Director 
 

Providing Needed Public Facilities Financing! 
 

The Independent Cities Finance Authority is an 

unaffiliated Joint Powers Authority (JPA) with the 

goal of helping communities fund critical projects. 

Since its inception in 1988, ICFA has assisted. 

funding more than $500 million in critical 

community projects, from hospitals to charter 

schools, public utilities, and housing. 
 

Gil Hurtado, ICFA President                                    

South Gate City Council Member 

Eddie Martinez, ICFA Vice President/Treasurer 

Huntington Park City Council Member 
 

Independent Cities Finance Authority                         

Post Office Box No. 6740  

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

California City Executives in Cities from          

Oceanside to Orange Cove 

 

A list of former Oceanside city manager starts the 

city’s first city manager Franklin W. Lilley, who was 

appointed to the position in 1957 and worked for 

Oceanside into the early 1970s. He was known to 

promote strong working relationships with officials of 

other cities in the area. He worked with a regional 

manpower resources effort that included Chula 

Vista. Franklin passed away in 1997.  

 

Suzanne Foucault grew up in Buena Park, home to 

Knott’s Berry Land. Suzanne was a valedictorian at 

John F. Kennedy High School. She served as the 

Oceanside city manager from January 1983 to April 

1987. She is the first female city manager in a 

California city with a population exceeding 100,000. 

She began her public service career as an intern for 

the city of Fountain Valley and went on to work in 

the administrations of Newark and San Clemente, 

and as a member of the staff for the League of 

California Cities. She joined Oceanside as Assistant 

City Manager in July 1982, was appointed acting 

city manager in November 1982 and became city 

manager in January 1983. 

 

Other city managers serving Oceanside were Ron 

Bradley (1988-1990). He served in La Mesa prior to 

his gig in Oceanside. John Mamaux (1990-1992) was 

terminated as city manager in early 1992. City 

managers Keith Breskin (1997-2000) and Barry 

Martin (2006-2007) served before Peter Weiss (2007-

2013), a former Public Works Director. Peter also 

served as an Oceanside mayor and council 

member in 2018.  Steven Jepsen (2000-2006 and 

2013-2015) served two stints in the city manager’s 

office. Michelle Skaggs Lawrence (2015-2019) 

served until she retired in 2019.  

 

Keep your eyes open 

when visiting the 

California coast, and 

you may spot one of 

the best flyers ever, 

the Pelicans.  

 

https://www.munienvironmental.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
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Executive Level Posse Roster: 

 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager    

Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, City of Lancaster 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista,  

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF State Director  

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Interim City Manager 

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia 

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Donald Duckworth, Retired City Manager 

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 
 
 

Posse Roster: 
 

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired City Manager, Rocklin  

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Robert “Bud” Ovrom, Retired City Manager   

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager, Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon 

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Atascadero 

Donald Jeffers, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park 

Wayne Wedin, Retired City Manager, Brea 

Karen Herrera, Retired Deputy City Manager, Duarte 

David Jenkins, Retired City Manager, & CC So. Lake Tahoe  

Laura Behjan, Retired Simi Valley, City Manager 

 

Contributor Roster: 
 

Robert & Karen Flores, Retired El Cajon residents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Telephone: 949-235-0525                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 
 

 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. provides municipal  

consulting services to State and local. 

    governments, and not-for-profit corporations. 
 

    Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis                     

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight Agent Services. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 Wolf & Company Inc. 
  163 Limestone Road, Claremont, CA 91711 

Telephone: 949-235-0525 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services 
 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. 
 

RWG delivers practical advice and solutions. 

tailored to the unique needs of public entities. 
 

Working seamlessly across offices in 

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange County, 

Temecula, and the Central Coast. 
 

The RWG team of experts provides the full scope. 

of public law services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from listening. 

carefully and asking the right questions. 
 

 Roxanne Diaz is a former member 

     of the Board of Trustees of the  

      California City Management 

              Foundation (CCMF 

 

      Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

https://www.rwglaw.com/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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California City Executives in Cities from          

Oceanside to Orange Cove 

 

Ojai is a Ventura County city. The 

city’s nickname is “Shangri-La” for 

the 1937 classic film produced 

presenting James Hilton’s novel Lost 

Horizon. The community is known for 

boutique hotels, golf and tennis opportunities, hiking 

and horse owners. Small businesses are 

encouraged, and chain stores are prohibited by 

city ordinance. After a Mexican land grant in 1837 

cattle ranching was prominent on the land. In 1867 

an oil gusher was discovered on Sulphur Mountain. 

Ojai, the town, was laid out in 1874. The Ojai Valley 

developed a reputation for having healthy air 

quality. Many people experienced wellness after 

moving to the valley. The Ventura and Ojai Valley 

Railroad connected the community to the national 

rail network in 1898. Ojai was incorporated in August 

1921 and the 2020 population is 7,637. The current 

city manager is Ben Harvey and Norma Cervantes is 

the Assistant to the City Manager. Michael Mears is 

the Finance Director, Greg Grant is the Public Works 

Director & City Engineer, Kristy Rivera is the 

Recreation Manager and Kathy Holman is the 

Human Resources & Risk Manager. Weston 

Montgomery is the Chief Deputy City Clerk to the 

elected City Clerk, Steve Quilici.  

 

Ben Harvey officially took the Ojai 

city manager position on January 

29, 2024. He began his public service 

career in September 1992 when he 

joined the city staff for the city of 

Bellflower. In May 1997 he took a 

Management Analyst position with 

Newport Beach, and in 1999 he took a private 

sector job. He worked for the Southern California 

Edison Company from 2008 to 2013, when he was 

hired to be the Avalon city manager. Ben worked 

as the Pacific Grove city manager from 2016 to 

2023. He earned a BA from the University of 

California, Davis and an MPA from California State 

University, Long Beach.  

  

 

 

 

 

 
Joe A. Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes. 

you don't need them often but when you do,  

they had better work." 
 

Anthony D. Gonsalves and two of his sons, 

Jason A. Gonsalves and Paul A. Gonsalves, are. 

expert local government lobbyists. 

 

Founded in 1975 by former Assembly Member 

Joe A. Gonsalves, the firm represents 50-plus cities 

and is a key player in city legislation. The firm works. 

closely with the League of California Cities. 

 

Anthony Gonsalves, 

President of the firm, is a long 

time Member of the 

California City Management 

Foundation (CCMF) Board  

of Trustees. 
 

Jason & Paul Gonsalves are recognized local.  

Government legislation professionals. 

 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

1201 K Street 

Sacramento, California 95814  

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

 

 

California Contract Cities Association 

 

 

 

 

 
 

John Erickson of West Hollywood, President 

  Ed Reece of Claremont, Vice President 

Sal Melendez of Montebello, Secretary 

Oralia Rebollo, of Commerce, Treasurer 

  Brenda Olmos of Paramount, Immediate Past Pres. 

 

Marcel Rodarte, Executive Director  

Dr. Mayra Bonilla, Director of Operations  
 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210  

   Cerritos, California 90703 

 Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

Email: info@contractcities.org 

mailto:info@contractcities.org
https://www.ojai.ca.gov/
https://gonsalvi.com/
https://contractcities.org/
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Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed 

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and 

fairly priced. 
 

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills and represents both public 

and private clients throughout California in 

municipal law. 
 

Michael Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, and 

currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass Valley. 

Michael is an elected member of the American 

Law Institute, and he is a leading expert in local. 

government legal issues. 
 

Two of the firm’s attorneys were named California 

Lawyers of the Year (2020).  

https://chwlaw.us/ 
 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357; 213-542-5700. 

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Raw 

Performance gym 

is a place where 

strength training is 

used for self-

improvement. 

Special group sessions for sports teams, police and 

fire departments or other groups  may be arranged. 

4/7 gym access for members. 
 

William Ha, CSCS, Raw Performance Coach/Owner, 

is a popular professional certified strength and 

conditioning coach. 

 

Call: 714-335-4436                                                          

10579 Bloomfield Avenue 

Los Alamitos, California 90720 

California City Executives in Cities from          

Oceanside to Orange Cove 

 

Ojai has endured periods of high turnover in the 

executive city hall leadership. J. Julien Baget is the 

first to hold the official position of city manager for 

the city of Ojai. He served from August 1956 to 

August 1960. Following his Ojai service, Julien was 

the Novato city manager (1960-1968) and later he 

served as the Executive Director for the Association 

of Bay Area Governments (ABAG). He also spent 

time teaching as an Associate Professor at the 

Center for Public Policy & Administration at 

California State University, Long Beach. 

 

Others who have served as Ojai city 

manager include (but not limited to) 

Johnny F. Johnston (1971-1974). 

Johnny served as the Chief Executive 

Officer (CEO) of the County of 

Ventura, where he retired in 2008. Early 

in his career, Johnny worked as the city manager for 

the city of Artesia. He began his public service 

career as an Intern in Artesia and then Paramount. 

He is a past Student Body President at Woodrow 

Wilson High School in Long Beach. 

  

City Managers Ray Taylor, Andy Belknap, Dan 

Singer, Jere Kersnar, Robert Clark, Steve McClary, 

James Vega, Mark Scott (Interim), Carl Alameda 

(Interim) and currently Ben Harvey are on the roster 

of Ojai city managers. Ray Taylor also served as city 

manager in Rolling Hills Estates, Malibu and Westlake 

Village where he retired from in January 2018. Ray 

received a 40 Year ICMA Service Award in 2019. 

Andrew S. Belknap has worked as a consultant or 

with private business since leaving Ojai in March 

2001. He was with the city for more than 15 years 

starting in 1986. He worked for the city of Oxnard 

prior to joining Ojai. Dan Singer joined the city in 

1992, he was appointed city manager in 2001 and 

left the post in 2005 to become the Goleta city 

manager. He was the Poway city manager (2014-

2016) and worked for Del Mar before being hired as 

the Santa Paula city manager where he currently 

serves. Jere Kersnar was city manager for Ojai, 

Belmont and Carmel-by-the-Sea, retired in 2011.   

https://chwlaw.us/
https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/


  

 

 

 

  City Manager Newsletter By Trackdown Management                             Page | 7                                  
June, 2026                                                                                                                        Volume No. 20 | Issue No. 10 
                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

California City Executives in Cities from          

Oceanside to Orange Cove 

 

Ontario is a San Bernardino County 

city that lies east of Los Angeles 

County. The city is home to the 

Ontario International Airport. 

Ontario’s airport is the 8th busiest 

airport in the country by cargo 

carried. The city is named for the Province of 

Ontario, Canada, which is Canada’s most populous 

province. In 1826, American explorer Jedediah 

Smith passed through the area on a trail used by 

Native Americans. This trail later became the 

National Old Trails Road, Route 66 and today’s 

Foothill Boulevard in Ontario. Ontario was 

incorporated in December 1891. The 2020 

population of Ontario is 175,265. The 2024 estimated 

population is 185,285. Scott Ochoa is the city 

manager and Darlene Sanchez in the assistant city 

manager. The Chief of Police is Michael Lopez, and 

the Fire Chief is Michael Gerken. The Ontario city 

attorney is Ruben Duran. Tito Haes is the Public Works 

Director, Rudy Zeledon is the Community 

Development Director, and Helen McAlary is the 

Community Life & Culture Director. The Economic 

Development Director is Jennifer McLain Hiramoto. 

 

Scott Ochoa began his public 

service career on the city staff of 

Monrovia starting in January 1996. 

He was promoted up in the 

organization from Management 

Analyst to Senior Management 

Analyst (April 1996), Assistant to the 

City Manager (June 1997), Assistant City Manager in 

July 1999, and he was appointed Monrovia City 

Manager in March 2004. Scott served as the 

Glendale city manager from January 2012 until 

October 2017. Scott was selected to serve as the 

Ontario city manager succeeding City Manager Al 

C. Boling, starting in November 2017. Al continued 

as the Ontario Assistant City Manager until his 

retirement in 2020. He earned a BA from Claremont 

McKenna College and an MPA from the University 

of Southern California (USC). Scott received a 25 

Year ICMA Service Award in 2021. He is a past 

President of the San Gabriel Valley City Managers’ 

Association. Scott is a member of the CMC’s Rose 

Institute.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Marc A. Mitchell, Principal 

      marc@mitchellpaa.com 

      www.mitchellpaa.com 

 

Marc & his family are “Flag waving” American patriots 

honoring all those who have worn our country’s uniform. 
 

“I’ll continue to fly the flag every day. All gave some; 

some gave all. Lest we forget.” – Marc Mitchell 

 

Mitchell Public Affairs & Advocacy 

Marc A. Mitchell, Principal 

Honorably serving clients in both the 

public and private sector; achieving 

solutions at the regional and local 

level in the LA Basin. Marc’s focus has 

been on infrastructure, transportation, 

energy, ports, and health care.  Marc brings nearly 

three decades of government relations and political 

experience with public affairs and advocacy focus. 

 

mailto:marc@mitchellpaa.com
http://www.mitchellpaa.com/
https://www.ontarioca.gov/
https://www.mitchellpaa.com/
https://cjpia.org/
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Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is 

one of the leading strategic 

communications and public affairs 

firms in Southern California. The 

Founding Partner is Harvey 

Englander, and Partners include 

Matt Knabe, Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff 

McConnell, Adam Englander, Alex Cherin and 

Managing Partner Kellie Hawkins. EKA prides itself 

on providing a unique and strategic perspective on 

a wide variety of issues. EKA provides lobbying, 

government affairs, public relations, political 

campaigns, and crisis management services for a 

wide variety of clientele. EKA also provides 

professional litigation communication and expert 

witness services led by a team of strategists, lawyers, 

journalists, and media relations specialists. 

 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of 

combined experience and a multitude of 

relationships within the City & County of Los 

Angeles, and the 88 cities within Los Angeles 

County.  
 

To contact EKA, please call 213) 741-1500 or email  

Matt Knabe, Partner.  

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Cisneros, La Palma, President 

Kirsten Graham, Rolling Hills Estates, Vice President 

Rancho Bernardo Inn 

Annual Conference, Oct. 28-30, 2026,  

17550 Bernardo Oaks Drive 

 San Diego, CA 92128 
 
 

 

 

 

Stacie Marchetti, President 

Management Analyst, Roseville 

Aarón Zavala, Vice President 

Assistant to the City Manager, Pleasanton  

Tenaya at Yosemite 

Annual Conference, September 27-30, 2026 

3620 American River Drive, Suite 230,                              

Sacramento, CA 95864 

California City Executives in Cities from          

Oceanside to Orange Cove 

 

Darlene Sanchez, Ontario Assistant City 

Manager, began her public service 

career as a Project Manager for the City 

of Monrovia in May 2003. She left 

Monrovia as a Senior Project Manager 

in August 2013 to join the staff for the city 

of Glendale. She worked in the Economic 

Development Department and was elevated to 

Deputy Director in January 2016, and Assistant 

Director of Community Development in June 2018. 

Darlene left Glendale in September 2020 to accept 

the Assistant City Manager position for the City of 

Ontario. She earned a BA in criminal justice at 

California State University, Fullerton, and an MPA 

from USC Sol Price School of Public Policy.  

http://www.ekapr.com/
https://www.mmanc.org/events/annual-conference/
https://www.mmasc.org/353/Annual-Conference
https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers
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California City Executives in Cities from          

Oceanside to Orange Cove 

 

Harold J. Martin was the first official designated 

Ontario city manager. He served as the Ontario city 

manager from 1945 to about 1966 when he stepped 

down. Hal was responsible for expanding the 

Ontario Municipal Airport into the Ontario 

International airport. He also helped establish the 

official city song, “Beautiful Ontario” in September 

1960. Gregory C. Devereaux was the city manager 

between September 1997 and February 2010, and 

Chris Hughes retired as city manager in December 

2013 after being appointed city manager in 

January 2010.  

 

Frank D. Aleshire served as Assistant City Manager 

from 1950 to 1955 before leaving to become the first 

city manager for the city of La Puente. Frank was a 

former WW II test pilot. After La Puente, Frank was 

the Pico Rivera city manager and then landed in 

the city of Palm Springs as city manager. Frank left 

Palm Springs in 1973 to become the Chief 

Administrative Officer in San Diego County. After 

the county, Frank took the city manager job in 

Scottsdale, Arizona. He returned to California to be 

the Carlsbad city manager. He retired in 1988. He 

passed away in January 2000 at the age of 75.  

 

Starting in March 1978, G. Michael 

Milhiser became the city of 

Montclair City Administrator. Mike 

left there in June 1992 to accept 

appointment as the city manager for 

the City of Ontario. After nearly three 

years, he became the Upland city manager, where 

he served from June 1996 to March 2005. Since, 

Mike has served as Interim Executive Director for the 

Tri-City Mental Health Center (June 2005-July 2007). 

Mike currently serves as a member of the Board of 

Directors for the Monte Vista Water District (May 

2007- present). He worked as the Chief 

Administrative Officer (CAO) for the Morongo Band 

of Mission Indians starting in 2007. He served for a 

time as the Interim City Manager for the cities of 

Adelanto, Fontana and Rialto. [How do you do, and 

how are you?] 

 

 

Vitamins are important to your health! 
 

https://Caseysimpson.iii.earth 

Some of the most effective vitamins you can  

buy! Vitamins supplements that are not  

absorbed can be a waste of money. Contact 

Casey Simpson to discover vitamin products. 

that provide maximum absorption.  

 

 

 

https://caseysimpson.iii.earth/
https://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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Chairman Jim L. Barisic, 

former Artesia City 

Manager who also served 

the cities of Cerritos  and 

Paramount, is a Viet Nam 

veteran, founded  Brandywine in 1994. 
 

Dedicated to providing Southern  

California Housing  
 

Jim, two of his sons, Brett Whitehead and David 

Barisic, and Alex Hernandez, the President of the 

Homebuilding Division, and Mario Urzua, the Chief 

Financial Officer are the Brandywine Homes 

executive team. Please check the firm’s  

website for current sales! 

 

Solara is the newest collection of townhomes in 

Westminster, where modern living meets cutting-

edge energy efficiency and smart home technology. 

 

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 
 

Contact the firm for information about their Local 

Heroes program incentives and advantages.  
 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                      

16580 Aston Street 

Irvine, California  92606 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retired City Manager Gregory Korduner and  

his Los Angeles Dodgers fan entourage at a  

Dodger Stadium. game. Greg served as city 

manager in South El Monte, El Monte, and 

Huntington Park, as well as Interim City manager.  

for La Habra Heights and Los Alamitos.  

California City Executives in Cities from          

Oceanside to Orange Cove 

 

In 1801 Spanish land grants allowed 

the naming of ranchos in the area, 

including where the city of Orange 

and other communities developed. In 

1873 the community grew large 

enough to require a post office and that’s how the 

name Orange was chosen. The original name 

chose was “Richland” but there was already such a 

city in Sacramento County. Orange incorporated 

as a general law city in April 1888. It became the 

only city in Orange County to be planned and built 

around a central plaza. The 2020 population is 

139,911. Jarad Hildenbrand is the city manager and 

Will Kolbow is the Assistant City Manager and 

Administrative Services Director. The Chief of Police 

is Dan Adams and the Library Director is Yolanda 

Moreno. Leslie Hardy serves as the Community 

Services Director, and Joe DeFrancesco is the Public 

Works Director. The Orange Planning & Community 

Development Director is Kelvin Knauf and the City 

Engineer in Frank Sun.  

  

Jarad Hildenbrand succeeded retired 

Orange city manager Tom Kisela in 

August 2025. Tom was appointed city 

manager in November 2022. Jarad 

has lived in the city of Orange since 

he was three years old. He began his 

public service career with the city of 

Villa Park in 2006. Jarad started as a Villa Park 

Management Assistant and worked there for more 

than 10 years. He was appointed City Manager in 

July 2012. Jarad served as city manager for the 

cities of La Habra Heights (December 2016-March 

2019), Stanton (March 2019-May 2022), and Laguna 

Hills (May 2022-August 2025). Jarad was hired as the 

Orange city manager in August 2025. Jarad earned 

a BA from California State University, Fullerton and 

an MPA from California State University, Long 

Beach. Jarad originally aimed to become a 

firefighter and completed the fire academy at age 

20. 

 

https://www.brandywine-homes.com/
https://www.cityoforange.org/home
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California City Executives in Cities from          

Oceanside to Orange Cove 

 

Prior to Jarad Hildenbrand, the city of Orange city 

manager was Tom Kisela (2022-August 2025). Tom is 

a former Orange Chief of Police (April 2016-July 

2021). He served as Interim City Manager for 11 

months (November 2022-September 2023) prior to 

being hired as City Manager. Tom retired in 2025.  

 

Tom Hatch was the Interim City Manager (2021-

2022) following Rick Otto’s tenure (March 2015-

October 2021). Rick worked for the city for 21 years 

as Economic Development Manager, Community 

Development Director, Assistant City Manager and 

City Manager. Rick worked for Rancho Palos 

Verdes, La Mirada and Temple City prior to joining 

the Orange city staff. He earned a BA and MPP from 

California State University, Long Beach.  

 

John W. Sibley served as the Orange city manager 

for about a decade (2005-March 2015). John retired 

in the spring of 2015. John served in the United States 

Air Force from 1966 to 1971. He worked for the city 

of Villa Park and Tustin before joining the staff of the 

County of Orange. In 2001 he was hired by the city 

of Orange to serve as Assistant City Manager, and 

he became city manager in 2005. He retired in April 

2015. 

 

David (Dave) L. Rudat is a professional firefighter. He 

joined the Orange Fire department in February 1972 

and worked his way up in the Department to 

become the Fire Chief in January 1993. Dave was 

appointed Orange city manager in September 

1995. He retired in January 2005. Since retiring he has 

served as a consultant and in interim executive 

positions. Dave earned a BA from California State 

University, Long Beach and an MPA from the 

University of Southern California (USC). In 2002 he 

received a 30 Year ICMA Service Award. 

 

David F. Dixon worked for the cities of Lompoc, 

Banning, Rancho Mirage, Moreno Valley and 

Temecula. He became Orange city manager in 

February 1994 and passed away in September 1995. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Olson Company is a premier California               

builder of affordable new home communities. 

Since 1988, the Olson Company mission has  

been to work hand-in-hand with cities to solve the  

critical shortage of urban housing by promoting  

and investing in responsible development that  

improves quality of life for everyone. 

                                                                                                                

The Olson Company has successfully 

 partnered with more than100 cities since 1988. 
 

Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

                                                                                           

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

 

562-430-4413 Fax 
 

3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100                                   

Seal Beach, CA 90740 

 
 

Orange Cove is a city in Fresno 

County located about 8 miles east 

of Reedley. Elmer M. Sheridan 

founded the town in 1914. He 

named it for large scale citrus 

production. The first post office for 

Orange Cove was opened in 1914. Orange Cove 

was served by the by the railroad and the station 

serving this service was listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places in 1978. The city was 

incorporated in January 1948 and the 2020 

population is 9,649. Samuel Escobar is the city 

manager and Cynthia Cisneros is the City Clerk. 

Cynthia also serves as the Executive Assistant to the 

City Manager. Danny Jimenez is the Finance 

Director for the city of Orange Cove. Gabriel 

Jimenez serves as the Recreation Coordinator and 

primary contact for the Parks and Recreation 

Department in Orange Cove.  

 

“Sunshine on my shoulder makes me happy.” 

---John Denver, singer song writer 

https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://cityoforangecove.com/
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 California City Executives in Cities from          

Oceanside to Orange Cove 

 

Samuel Escobar is serving his 

second time as Orange Cove city 

manager. In August 2011 Sam 

came to Orange Cove from the 

city of Parlier, where he served as 

city manager (2017-2018). He left 

the Orange Cove position in June 2017 and 

returned for his second stint as city manager in 

August 2025. Sam work for Orange Cove from 

January 2005 to March 2007 as a Project Manager. 

IN March 2007 he joined the Sanger city staff as an 

Assistant Engineer. Despite the lack of a listed formal 

college degree, his extensive practical experience 

led the Orange Cove city council to appoint him 

city manager. 

 

 

 

 

 

NHA advisors, LLC provides strategic, objective and 

financially sound advice to public agencies 

throughout California. Consistently ranked as one of 

the most active municipal advisors*, NHA Advisors is 

distinguished from the competition by delivering 

broad advisory and consulting services to meet the 

challenging and complex needs of public agency 

clients.  

                                                                                               

As a fiduciary, the firm develops comprehensive 

options and strategies that solve for 

maintaining/enhancing service levels, capital 

project needs, manage and contain costs and risks 

such as rising pension costs and promote fiscal 

sustainability through prudent policies. 

 

Principals include recognized professionals               

Mark Northcross, Eric Scriven, Mike Meyer, Rob 

Schmidt, and Leslie Bloom. 

 

Craig Hill, Managing Principal    
Financial & Policy Strategies. 

Delivered. 

 

Telephone: (415) 785-2025  

Cell: (415)518-4130 

Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former City Manager 

Larry J. Kosmont, Chairman and CEO. 

2022 CCMF Corporate Sponsor of the Year. 

                                                                                                    

Kosmont Companies serves cities, counties, quasi-

government agencies, private companies, 

developers, and non-profit organizations, including 

educational institutions across California. With 

unmatched expertise in public/private transactions, 
 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges, and solutions.  

 

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on 

approach to economic development focused 

on successful outcomes. The firm is expert in  

economic development, real estate consulting, 

financial analysis, and redevelopment  

agency dissolution.  
 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., No. 382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266 
 

Headquarters – El Segundo:  

2301 Rosecrans Avenue Suite 4140,  

El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 
 

Anthony B. Lopez served as the Orange Cove city 

manager from 1993 to 1998. He also served as city 

manager in Corning, Hawaiian Gardens and other 

communities. Anthony earned a reputation as a 

professional manager. 

 

José Ramirez served as Orange Cove city manager 

in late 2000  to 2003. He was 28 years old when he 

was appointed, becoming the youngest active city 

manager in the State at the time. He later served as 

Firebaugh and Livingston as city manager.  

 

Others who served as Orange Cove city manager 

include Rudy Hernandez, Daniel Parra and Dario 

Dominguez among others. We apologize to those 

we may have missed.*** 

 

mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
https://nhaadvisors.com/
https://www.kosmont.com/
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Vanessa Muñoz, President and CEO; 

Adel Freij, Director of City Engineering; 

Patrick Johnson, Director of Building & Safety; 

Chris Baca, Director of Construction 

Management & Public Works Observation; 

Salvador Lopez, Director of Planning; 

Jonathan Mitchell, Director of Business 

Development. 

 

"There is nothing more rewarding 

than the partnership we create 

with the communities we serve 

through the various projects we 

develop, design, and construct. 

Through civil engineering, I have 

the opportunity to touch people’s 

lives and make a difference every day of the 

week." 

---Vanessa Muñoz 

 

"Willdan knows municipal agencies—

and they know us. It is important to 

know your clients and to always work 

in their best interest. Our objective is 

to ensure our clients’ success as they 

work to enhance their communities." 

---Adel Freij 

 

 

Willdan Supports Public Agencies to 

Meet Their Goals 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
About Willdan:  
 
For more than 60 years, Willdan has delivered 

industry-leading engineering and energy solutions 

that have transformed government and 

commerce – having implemented over 100 utility 

programs and served 230,000 small business, 

healthcare, hospitality, and education customers 

nationwide. Today, Willdan is leading clients into a 

future accelerated by change in resources, 

infrastructure, and technology. 
 

The Willdan Vision: 
 

Willdan transitions communities to clean energy 

and a sustainable future. Like our people and skills, 

Willdan’s vision evolves with time. For more 

information on how we’ve grown and where we’re 

going, find the overviews on the web page. 

 
Leadership: 
 
Willdan sets the standard for success in our 

industry because of our experienced staff of 

thoughtful leaders, our support system for 

mentorship and growth within our company, and 

our focus on innovation to address tomorrow’s 

challenges. 

 
Senior Management: 
 
Thomas D. Brisbin, Chairman of the Board 
 
Michael A. Bieber, Chief Executive Officer 
 
Creighton K. (Kim) Early, Executive VP and 

Chief Financial Officer 

 

Micah Chen, Executive Vice President and 

General Counsel 

 
Contact Corporate:  800.424.9144 
Municipal Services:  800.499.4484 
         562.908.6200 
 

 

https://www.willdan.com/index.aspx
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City Managers of Redwood City 

Incorporated May 11, 1867: 

City Manager Roster 

Patrick Heisinger, appointed December 31, 2025 

Melissa Stevenson Diaz, (served 2015-2025) 

Dr. Rober “Bob” Bell, (served 2007-2015) 

Ed Everett, (served 1992-2007) 

Bruce Liedstrand, (served 1982-1993) 

James M. Fales, Jr., (served 1971-1982) 

Howard Ullrich (served 1965-1971) 

Robert W. Mead (served in 1944) 

 

Some considerations and thoughts, just for edification 

and “remember whens”: In-N-Out Burger, originally 

founded in Baldwin Park by Harry and Esther Snyder in 

1948, is credited with opening the first drive-thru speaker 

system used nationwide these days. The “Secret In-N-Out 

Burger menu” has loyal followers waiting in lines to order 

their “Animal Style” burgers created in 1961. In 1972 the 

company introduced the crossed palm trees, inspired by 

the movie, “It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World.” In 2010, 

the founder’s granddaughter Lynsi Snyder, became 

President. The only major changes to the In-N-Out Burger 

menu since 1948 is the pricing. In 1948, a hamburger cost 

$0.25, a cheeseburger cost $0.30, and French fries cost 

$0.15. Social media “clickbait” posts are unfair and 

dangerous in shaping persona. For instance, there are no 

legitimate reports or verified statements of the Arizona 

Diamondbacks manager Torey Lovullo accusing the Los 

Angeles Dodgers of cheating, or of him making 

controversial comments about Shohei Ohtani. John F. 

Kennedy was the 35th President of the United States. He 

was born May 29, 1917, and he died in 1963 after being 

assassinated in Dallas, Texas. JFK was the youngest 

person elected to be the U.S. President at the age of 43. 

Onyx is most famously black and white. It has a long 

history of use for hardstone carving and jewelry. Onyx is 

mentioned in the Bible many times. It is found in various 

regions of the world, including in many of the states of the 

U.S. Melissa “Missy” Peregrym is a Canadian actress born 

June 16, 1982, in Montreal. In 2018 she began her current 

lead role as Agent Maggie Bell in the CBS television series, 

FBI. Beth Riesgraf is an American actress known for her 

portrayal of Parker on the television series “Leverage.” 

She is known to appear at Comic-Con gatherings. Beth 

was born in 1978 in Belle Plaine, Minnesota. She 

graduated from high school in Las Vegas. 

Letters, notes and observations by readers:  
A response to: 

 

“You’ll never convince me this is the only route to the 

city manager’s chair. I’d strongly encourage other 

degrees and alternative work experiences. It’s a 

dynamic and changing world – the profession must 

change with it.”   

---Troy Body, City Administrator 

---Steve Harding, Retired City Manager 

Former Adjunct Professor 

Public Policy and Administration 

 

NOTE: Though we highly respect those who serve as city 

managers, we have refrained from labeling city 

management as a “profession.” We recognize that 

there are many highly “professional” managers 

practicing the craft. Yes! We have identified it as a craft! 

This is the continuation of a long and on-going 

discussion we maintained with our late great 

professional manager friend Roy Pederson. What makes 

it a profession? All one needs is a majority 

city council vote, and voila! You are 

professional! You do not need any 

license, any particular degree or any 

degree at all. There are no pre-requisites. 

One day you are not, and the next day 

you are!  
 

You forgot that Dick Powers was city manager in 

Norwalk, about 1988-1992.  Dick was city manager in 

Garden Grove, Economic Development Mgnager in 

Paramount, and Executive Director of Gateway Cities 

City Managers.  He was a great manager and a great 

person. 

---Lou Shepard, Retired city manager 

 

NOTE: One of our missions is to make certain people are 

not forgotten.  Looks like we blew it this time. Dick 

Powers and Bill Holt were indeed formidable managers 

and nice people. Thank you, Lou Shepard, for keeping 

us on our toes. 

 

Why does this suspiciously look like Jack Simpson and 

Wade McKinney on the Right? 

  

https://babylonbee.com/news/old-guys-hanging-out-

at-dennys-at-6-am-having-better-day-than-you-could-

ever-dream-of 

  

---John Jansons, city manager, city of Kerman 

 

Note: They are not us, but they have the right idea! 

Maintaining relationships is important. We urge everyone 

to take the time to reach out and get together when 

possible.  

https://babylonbee.com/news/old-guys-hanging-out-at-dennys-at-6-am-having-better-day-than-you-could-ever-dream-of
https://babylonbee.com/news/old-guys-hanging-out-at-dennys-at-6-am-having-better-day-than-you-could-ever-dream-of
https://babylonbee.com/news/old-guys-hanging-out-at-dennys-at-6-am-having-better-day-than-you-could-ever-dream-of
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Picking Up the Pieces: Christopher 

Boatman is the new city manager for 

the city of Beaumont. Chris is a former 

Assistant City Manager for the city of 

Redlands. He was sworn-in as the new 

Beaumont city manager during the 

June 2, 2026, city council meeting. 

Chris joined the Redlands city staff in 

March 2007 as an Associate Planner. 

He worked for the city of Redlands for 

more than 19 years before being hired as the Beaumont 

city manager. Chris earned a BA from the University of 

California, Riverside and an MPA from California State 

University, San Bernardino. Milpitas has appointed the 

city’s sixth city manager in the past seven years. Former 

Compton city manager Willie Hopkins Jr. is the new 

Milpitas city manager. Willie is a U. S. Army veteran, who 

has served as the Compton city manager since late 2023. 

Prior to that he was the city manager for the City of 

Barstow. Milpitas Chief of Police Jared Hernandez served 

as Acting City Manager following the exit of Interim City 

Manager Deanna Santana. Folsom city manager Bryan 

Whitemyer assumed his current position with the city on 

March 10, 2025. He succeeded Interim City Manager Dan 

Haverty and long-time city manager Elaine Andersen. 

Bryan previously worked for the cities of Patterson, 

Hughson and Oakdale. He was the Oakdale city 

manager for 12-years (2013-2025). He earned a BA from 

Brigham Young University and an MPA from California 

State University, Stanislaus. Coachella city manager is 

Gustavo J. Romo was began his tenure on June 15, 2026. 

The city had been without a permanent city manager 

since the dismissal of Dr. Gabriel Martin in January 2025. 

They have been operation with several interim city 

managers in the meantime. Bill Patterson served as an 

interim city manager. Gustavo has been working as 

Deputy City Manager for the city of Beaumont since 

March 2025. Previously Gus was the Deputy City Manager 

for the city of Bell Gardens. John Nachbar, former City 

Manager for the city of Culver City, retired at the end of 

last year. John says that he is coming up on 70-years old 

and ”…that’s pretty old in City Manager years.” He is the 

longest serving city manager in Culver City history. John 

served as the city manager for Culver City for 15 years 

from August 2010 until January 2026. He currently works 

as a consultant principal for Nachbar Urban Strategies. 

Elisa C. Cox, City Manager of Rancho Cucamonga, 

started her public service as a local city pool employee 

teaching children swim lesson. She worked for the city of 

Sierra Madre for more than a decade before joining the 

management staff in Rancho Cucamonga. She became 

Deputy City Manager in 2016, and she was appointed 

Assistant City Manager in 2022. Elisa was appointed City 

Manager starting in December 2025, replacing longtime 

and highly touted City Manager John Gillison upon his 

retirement. She earned a BS in recreation, parks and 

tourism administration from California Polytechnic 

University, San Luis Obispo and an MBA from California  

 

Trackdown Management 

10 Claret 

Rancho Mirage, California 92270 

www.trackdownmanagement.net 

 

 

Polytechnic University, Pomona. Elisa is a 

member of the ICMA National Board of 

Director as a West Coast Regional Vice 

President. She is a past President of Cal-

ICMA. Eugene, Oregon city manager 

Jenny Haruyama has a passion for lifelong 

learning. She supports continued 

education, and she has a strong appreciation for 

libraries. Jenny started her current city manager 

assignment in Eugene in April 2026. She was the 

Beaverton, Oregon city manager from August 2021 to 

April 2026. Jenney was the Scotts Valley city manager 

from May 2016 until May 2019, when she became the 

Tracy city manager until August 2021. Jenny began her 

public service career in 1991 as a Public Services Assistant 

in Milpitas. She worked for Mountain View, San Leandro, 

Rancho Cucamonga, Town of Los Gatos, Tracy and 

Livermore before becoming the Scotts Valley city 

manager. Jenny earned a BS from San Jose State 

University and an MPA from California State University, 

Hayward (East Bay). In addition, she completed 

professional executive education programs at Harvard 

University and Stanford University. Private sector 

supporters of the council-manager form of local 

government who serve on the 15-member California City 

Management Foundation (CCMF) Board of Trustees 

include Jason Gonsalves of the Joe A. Gonsalves 

Professional Legislative Representation firm; Ashley 

Lough, Climatec LLC; Reva Feldman, Strategic Advisor; 

Mark Risco, CEO of Willdan Financial Services; HongDao 

Nguyen, Partner with Best Best & Krieger LLP;  and Jose 

Vera, Managing Director of Public Finance for Raymond 

James. 

   

   

Jerry Gonsalves, widow of Joe A. 

Gonsalves, founder of Joe A. 

Gonsalves & Son, in 2013. picture  

was taken at Joe A. Gonsalves 

Elementary School in Cerritos, 

California. 

 

 

A Trackdown Management Welcome 

to brand new Newsletter Sponsor 
 

Marc A. Mitchell, Principal 

marc@mitchellpaa.com 

www.mitchellpaa.com 

 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
mailto:marc@mitchellpaa.com
http://www.mitchellpaa.com/
https://www.mitchellpaa.com/
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More Pieces Picked Up: West Covina has 

officially hired Milan Mrakich as the West 

Covina city manager. He has served as 

Acting City Manager since May. Milan 

worked as a Code Enforcement Supervisor 

in Rosemead with former late-city manager 

Frank Tripepi starting in 1986. He worked for 

La Habra from 2007 to 2014, and La Puente from 2014 to 

2019. Milan joined the West Covina city staff in October 

2019. After working in the cities of Montebello, Pico Rivera 

and Azusa, retired city manager Fred Diaz was 

appointed city manager for the City of Indio and served 

there from 1990 to 1994. He served as the Tracy city 

manager from 1994 until 2004. Fred finished his last 14-

years as city manager serving as the Fremont city 

manager from 2004 until his retirement in 2018. Fred 

earned a BA and MPA from California State University, 

Fullerton. Fred is the 1987 recipient of the John H. Nail 

Memorial Award, presented annually by the City 

Managers’ Department of the League of California 

Cities, honoring the outstanding assistant of the year for 

their service. Jessica Binnquist has worked for 

the City of Alhambra since July 2009. She was 

appointed city manager in December 2017, 

and officially assumed the position in 

January 2018. Before coming to Alambra, 

Jessica worked for 13 years for the city of San 

Marino starting in March 1996. Jessica turned 

down the city manager position in the City of Villa Park in 

December 2016 when a potential contract modification 

was unacceptable. She earned a BA in organizational 

leadership with honors from Azusa Pacific University, and 

an MPA from California State University, Long Beach. 

Jessica is a past Chair of the San Gabriel Valley Council 

of Governments (SGVCOG) City Managers’ Steering 

Committee. San Jacinto city manager Rob Johnson is the 

new Executive Director of San Jacinto Power. Rob will 

focus on expanding the utility’s mission in the best interest 

of San Jacinto residents and businesses. Rob has been 

the San Jacinto city manager since February 2017. Travis 

Randel has been appointed Interim City Manager to step 

in behind Rob’s exit. Travis has been serving as Deputy 

City Manager of Development Services. Jerome “Jay” 

Wilverding is the new city manager for the city of 

Concord, replacing longtime city manager Valerie 

Barone. Valerie is scheduled to retire in June. 

 

2013, 40th Anniversary of 

Joe A. Gonsalves 

Elementary School. 

Country Music Artist 

Casey Simpson, who as an 

elementary school student 

attended the school, sings 

the  National Anthem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHORTS: *Jennifer Yamaguma is the new 

Assistant City Manager for the city of San 

Mateo according to City Manager Alex 

Khojikian. *Thomas A. Peterson served as 

the Lodi city manager starting in April 1985, 

after working as the as the Woodland city 

manager from February 1973 to April 1985. 

*The California High-Speed Rail Authority 

Board of Directors, established in 1996, includes: Chair 

Steve Kawa, Vice Chair Anthony C. Williams, Ernest 

Camacho, Emily Cohen, Jason Elliott, Martha M. Escutia, 

Henry Perea, Lynn Schenk, and Jeffrey Worthe. *Joe 

Calabrigo, retired Town of Danville town manager, 

approved a management services contract with the city 

of Pleasanton to serve as Interim City Manager, as City 

Manager Gerry Beaudin transitions to the Alameda city 

manager position. *Former Arcadia Mayor Eileen Wang 

faces up to 10-years in federal prison after she pleaded 

guilty to acting as an illegal agent of the foreign 

government of China. *Al Boling, former Ontario city 

manager, an AS graduate from Chaffey College and BS 

graduate from California State University, San Bernardino, 

is currently a member of the city of Rancho Cucamonga 

Planning Commission. *Former Costa Mesa City Manager 

Lori Ann Farrell, who also previously worked for 

Huntington Beach and Long Beach, is the new chief 

executive of the Los Angeles County Affordable Housing 

Solutions Agency (LACAHSA), expected to start her new 

position on July 6. *Former Pasadena city manager 

Cynthia Kurtz, who has represented the city on the Board 

of the Metropolitan Water District of South California 

(MWD) for more than a dozen years, submitted a 

memorandum to the city informing officials of the new 

adopted 6.2% increased water rates and charges for 

fiscal years 2026-27 and 2027-28 , lower than the 8.5% 

annual increases for the MWD’s prior two-year budget 

cycle. *Wes Metroka is the new Fire Chief for the city of 

Chico replacing former Chief Steve Standridge. *Adam 

Politzer, former Sausalito city manager, was appointed 

Interim City Manager for the city of Alameda in 

December 2025. 

The next “Proof of Life" program 

lunch is planned for Thursday, June 

25, 2026. Please save the date and 

prepare to RSVP your attendance 

to: 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net 

mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net

