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Each Summer is different. These pictures of the   

Seal Beach Pier were taken in August 2014. 

 

 

 

California City Executives in the Cities of 

Pico Rivera to Placentia 
 

Welcome to the September 2026 issue of the City 

Manager Newsletter by Trackdown. This issue 

presents information regarding the executive 

leadership in the cities of Pico Rivera, Piedmont, 

Pinole,  Pismo Beach, Pittsburg, and Placentia. 

  

City Managers in this issue include Pico Rivera city 

manager Steven Carmona. City Managers Rosanna 

Bayon Moore of Piedmont, Naomi Kelly in Pinole, 

Jorge Garcia in Pismo Beach, Darin Gale in the city 

of Pittsburg, and Jennifer Lampman is Placentia City 

Administrator.  

 

If you are paying attention, you will see that we are 

taking another bite of the apple with our coverage 

of Pico Rivera. It was on January 7, 1958, when the 

voters of Pico and Rivera vote to incorporated as 

one municipality and become the 61st city in Los  

Angeles County. 

 

 

 

   

 

 
  

 

  
  

 

   

 

 

 

    

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.ekapr.com/
https://cjpia.org/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
http://www.willdan.com/
https://www.pico-rivera.org/
https://www.piedmont.ca.gov/
https://www.pinole.gov/
https://www.pismobeach.org/1
https://www.pittsburgca.gov/
https://www.placentia.org/
https://gonsalvi.com/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
https://rojaspublicaffairs.com/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
https://www.mitchellpaa.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
https://trackdownmanagement.net/
https://www.tripepismith.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
https://www.munienvironmental.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.kosmont.com/
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Marc A. Mitchell, Principal 

www.mitchellpaa.com 

 

 

“Democracy is our worst form of government;  

except for all the others that have been tried from  

time to time.”  ---Winston Churchill  

 

Mitchell Public Affairs & Advocacy 

Marc A. Mitchell, Principal 
https://www.mitchellpaa.com/connect 

 

Honorably serving clients in both the 

public and private sector; achieving 

solutions at the regional and local level 

in the LA Basin. Marc’s focus has been on 

infrastructure, transportation, energy, ports, and health 

care. Marc brings nearly three decades of 

government relations and political experience with 

public affairs and advocacy focus. 

 

 
 
 

City Manager Newsletter by 

  Trackdown Management 
 

10 Claret, Rancho Mirage, California 92270 
 

                    Cell Phone: Jack A. Simpson | 562-896-5424 

                            Cell Phone:  Susan Simpson | 310-418-1035 

California City Executives in the Cities of 

Pico Rivera to Placentia 
 

Pico Rivera, the towns of Pico 

and Rivera, were established 

in the 1880s when the Union 

Pacific and Atchison, Topeka 

and Santa Fe railroads completed rail lines through 

the area. The community’s fertile soil was known for 

walnuts, avocados and other crops. The agricultural 

character of the area persisted until the mid-1940’s, 

following the end of World War II. The city  of Pico 

Rivera was incorporated in January 1958. Steven 

Carmona is the city manager for the city of Pico 

Rivera.  

 

Steve Carmona worked as a 

Business Team Member for the Los 

Angeles Mayor’s Office from 

November 1996 to June 2000. From 

2000 to 2002 he was a Commissioner 

on the Los Angeles city Board of 

Public Works. From January 2002 

until June 2007, Steve served as 

Executive Director for the NECA-IBEW Local 

11(January 2002-June 2007). He was President of a 

self-employed company from 2007 to 2012, and 

then worked for a Los Angeles real estate company 

as Vice President for 2013-2015. Steve joined the 

Pico Rivera city staff as the Director of Community & 

Economic Development in June 2016. He was 

appointed city manager for Pico Rivera in May 

2019. Steve earned a BA from California State 

University, Los Angeles.  

 

September 24, 2025 
“Proof of Life” Lunch 

 

“Proof of Life” lunches are 

opportunities to share time 

with old friends and former 

colleagues. Pictured: Jim 

DeStefano, Julio Fuentes, 

and Don Penman.  

 

The next “Proof of Life” lunch will be on Thursday, 

September 24, 2026. Include it on your calendar 

and let us know you are coming. Please come 

and enjoy the camaraderie.   

                             

RSVP to: jack@trackdownmanagement.net *** 

http://www.mitchellpaa.com/
https://www.mitchellpaa.com/connect
mailto:jack@trackdownmanagement.net
https://www.mitchellpaa.com/
http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
https://www.pico-rivera.org/
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California City Executives in the Cities of 

Pico Rivera to Placentia 
 

Frank Aleshire was the very first Pico Rivera city 

manager following incorporation in 1958. He was 

hired by the first city council of James Patronite, 

Louis Diaz, John Davis, Ruth Benell and Orlyn Culp. 

In 2025, Pico Rivera Planning Commissioner Esther 

Celiz said that she is proud to be part of Pico Rivera 

where the community has had “…very good 

leadership”. That leadership began with the 

professional quality of Frank Aleshire. Before he 

worked for cities, Frank served as a United States 

Army test pilot during World War II. Following the end 

of the war, he graduated from Stanford University 

and began his celebrated city government career 

as the Assistant City Manager for the city of Ontario. 

His first city manager job was in the 1950s for the City 

of La Puente. From 1958 to 1964, he served as the 

Pico Rivera city manager, and in 1964 until he 

stepped down on Friday, August 3, 1973. Frank 

served as the city manager for the City of Palm 

Springs. In 1973 he became the Chief Administrative 

Officer for San Diego County. In the late 1970s. Frank 

served as the Scottsdale, Arizona city manager in 

the late 1970s. He was the Interim City Manager in 

Temecula starting in December 1989. 

 

Pico Rivera has had some excellent and highly 

professional city managers. Dennis Courtemarche 

served as the Pico Rivera city manager for nearly 23-

years, from January 1982 until April 2005. Dennis had 

previously served as the Seal Beach city manager 

from November 1971 until December 1980. Dennis is 

known to be an excellent athlete with special skills 

on the golf course and racquetball court. Larry 

Kosmont, founder of the Kosmont Companies, 

served with Dennis in Seal Beach as Assistant City 

Manager. Larry received the John Nail Award while 

working with Dennis.  

 

Other Pico Rivera city managers include Chuck 

Fuentes, the late Ronald Bates from January 2011 

until 2014 and René Bobadilla, from June 2014 to 

March 2018. Interim City Managers, who served the 

during recruitments periods include Arlene Salazar, 

James Enriquez and Debbie Lopez. Jeffrey Prang is 

the Los Angeles County Assessor, the largest local 

property assessment agency in the United States. 

Jeff is a past Mayor and Council Member in West 

Hollywood, and he was Assistant City Manager for 

Pico Rivera.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Founded in 1986 by former City Manager 

Larry J. Kosmont, Chairman and CEO. 

    2022 CCMF Corporate Sponsor of the Year. 
                                                                                                    

Kosmont Companies serves cities, counties, quasi-

government agencies, private companies, 

developers, and non-profit organizations, including 

educational institutions across California. With 

unmatched expertise in public/private transactions, 
 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges, and solutions.  
 

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on 

approach to economic development focused 

on successful outcomes. The firm is expert in  

economic development, real estate consulting, 

financial analysis, and redevelopment  

agency dissolution.  
 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., No. 382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266 
 

Headquarters – El Segundo:  

2301 Rosecrans Avenue Suite 4140,  

El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

The Raw Performance 

gym is a place where 

strength training is used 

for self-improvement. 

Exceptional group 

sessions for sports teams, police and fire  

departments or other groups may be arranged. 

24/7 gym access for members. Call: 714-335-4436                                                          

 

William Ha, CSCS, Raw Performance Coach/Owner, 

is a popular professional certified strength and 

conditioning coach. 

Call: 714-335-4436 

10579 Bloomfield Avenue 

Los Alamitos, California 90720 

https://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
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Executive Level Posse Roster: 
 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager    

Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, City of Lancaster 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista,  

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF State Director  

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Interim City Manager 

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia 

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Donald Duckworth, Retired City Manager 

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

 
 

Posse Roster: 
 

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired City Manager, Rocklin  

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Robert “Bud” Ovrom, Retired City Manager   

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager, Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon 

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Atascadero 

Donald Jeffers, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park 

Wayne Wedin, Retired City Manager, Brea 

Karen Herrera, Retired Deputy City Manager, Duarte 

David Jenkins, Retired City Manager, & CC So. Lake Tahoe  

Laura Behjan, Retired Simi Valley, City Manager 

 

Contributor Roster: 
 

Robert & Karen Flores, Retired El Cajon, residents 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services 
 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. 
 

RWG delivers practical advice and solutions. 

tailored to the unique needs of public entities. 
 

Working seamlessly across offices in 

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange County, 

Temecula, and the Central Coast. 
 

The RWG team of experts provides the full scope. 

of public law services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from listening. 

carefully and asking the right questions. 
 

 Roxanne Diaz is a former member 

     of the Board of Trustees of the  

      California City Management 

              Foundation (CCMF 

 

      Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Telephone: 949-235-0525                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 
 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. provides municipal  

consulting services to State and local. 

    governments, and not-for-profit corporations. 
 

    Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis                     

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight Agent Services. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

   Wolf & Company Inc. 
  163 Limestone Road, Claremont, CA 91711 

Telephone: 949-235-0525 

 

https://www.rwglaw.com/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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California Contract Cities Association 

 

 

 

 

 
John Erickson of West Hollywood, President 

  Ed Reece of Claremont, Vice President 

Sal Melendez of Montebello, Secretary 

Oralia Rebollo, of Commerce, Treasurer 

  Brenda Olmos of Paramount, Immediate Past Pres. 

 

Marcel Rodarte, Executive Director  

Dr. Mayra Bonilla, Director of Operations  
 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210  

   Cerritos, California 90703 

 Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

Email: info@contractcities.org 

California City Executives in the Cities of 

Pico Rivera to Placentia 
 

Piedmont is a city in Alameda 

County. The original area that is 

Piedmont was much larger than the 

city limits of Piedmont, with the 

Mountain View Cemetery considered 

part of the Piedmont neighborhood. 

Piedmont is surrounded by the city of Oakland. 

According to the city’s website, “In the Roaring 

Twenties Piedmont was know as the ‘City of 

Millionaires’ because there were more millionaires 

per square mile than in any city in the Untied State.” 

The city was incorporated in January 1907 and 

became a shameful racist jurisdiction where the 

Chief of Police Burton Becker was an active 

member of the Ku Klux Klan. Redlining was used 

before 1968 and the town has been identified as a 

“sundown town,” meaning non-whites are not 

welcome after dusk. In 2021 the city began moving 

towards apologies for the abhorrent racial 

treatment the city initially encouraged. The current 

City Administrator in Rosanna Bayon Moore.  

 

Rosanna Bayon Moore began her tenure as 

Piedmont City Administrator in April 2023. Prior to 

Piedmont, Rosanna was the Assistant City Manager 

for the city of Antioch from 2020 to 2023. From 2011 

to 2020, she served nine years as the city manager 

for the city of Brawley in Imperial County. Rosanna 

earned a BA from the University of California, 

Berkeley and an MPA from Columbia University, 

School of Internation & Public Affairs. 

 

Former Piedmont City Administrators include Sara 

Lilleyand from June 2019 to April 2023, Paul Benoit 

from 2014 to June 2019, and Geoffrey Grote from 

1993 until 2014.  

 

                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Valentina Tripepi Shoop and her husband Ron Shoop 

mailto:info@contractcities.org
https://www.hdlcompanies.com/
https://contractcities.org/
https://www.piedmont.ca.gov/
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 California City Executives in the Cities of 

Pico Rivera to Placentia 

 

Pinole, a neighbor city to Hercules, 

is a Contra Costa County 

community. The name is Spanish 

for “cornmeal.” The site of the city 

was part of land grants from the 

Mexican government in 1823. In 

the 1850s a trading business was established on the 

shores of San Pablo Bay. The area’s growth 

increased when the Southern Pacific Railroad 

began providing service. The city incorporated in 

June 1903. Following the conclusion of World War II, 

residential development turned the town into a 

bedroom community. The city is known today for its 

“big-box store” shopping. The 2020 population of 

Pinole is 19,022. The Pinole city manager is Naomi 

Kelly and the Director of Finance is Richard Loomis. 

Heba El Guindy is the Public Works Director, Lilly 

Whalen is the Community Development Director, 

and Stacy Shell is the Pinole Human Resources 

Director. Eric Casher is the City Attorney.  

 

Pinole City Manager Naomi Kelly 

worked for the City and County of 

San Francisco nearly continually 

from 1997 to February 2021. She 

joined the city staff in 1997 as a 

Legislative Analyst in the Mayor’s 

Office, and she left following more 

than 8-years (December 2012 to February 2021) as 

the City Administrator for the City & County of San 

Francisco. She established a self-employed 

consulting business starting in March 2021. Naomi 

was appointed Pinole city manager in June 2026 

and began her Pinole tenure July 1, 2026. Naomi 

earned a BS in psychology from New York University 

and a JD from the University of San Francisco. She is 

a member of the State Bar of California.  

 

Brad Baxter is the longest-serving Pinole city 

manager (1976-1999). Belinda Espinosa served from 

2004 to 2007, and she was rehired in 2009-2010. 

Kelcey Young started as Pinole city 

manager in August 2024, and she 

resigned in November 2025. 

Andrew Murray, who left in 2024 to 

be the city manager for Vallejo. 

 

2014 picture of Morro Rock 

The General Patton Memorial Museum in 2012 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Debbie Smith, Executive Director 
 

Providing Needed Public Facilities Financing! 
 

The Independent Cities Finance Authority is an 

unaffiliated Joint Powers Authority (JPA) with the 

goal of helping communities fund critical projects. 

Since its inception in 1988, ICFA has assisted. 

funding more than $500 million in critical 

community projects, from hospitals to charter 

schools, public utilities, and housing. 
 

Gil Hurtado, ICFA President                                     

South Gate                                                 

City Council Member 
 

 

 
 

Independent Cities Finance Authority  

Post Office Box No. 6740  

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

 

https://www.pinole.gov/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
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Joe A. Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes. 

you don't need them often but when you do,  

they had better work." 
 

Anthony D. Gonsalves and two of his sons, 

Jason A. Gonsalves and Paul A. Gonsalves, are. 

expert local government lobbyists. 
 

Founded in 1975 by former Assembly Member 

Joe A. Gonsalves, the firm represents 50-plus cities 

and is a key player in city legislation. The firm works. 

closely with the League of California Cities. 
 

Anthony Gonsalves is 

President of the firm.  

Jason Gonsalves is a Member 

of the California City 

Management Foundation 

(CCMF) Board  

of Trustees. 
 

Jason & Paul Gonsalves are recognized local.  

Government legislation experts. 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

1201 K Street 

Sacramento, California 95814  

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

 

 

 

Joseph Cisneros, La Palma, President 

Kirsten Graham, Rolling Hills Estates, Vice President 

Rancho Bernardo Inn 

Annual Conference, Oct. 28-30, 2026,  

17550 Bernardo Oaks Drive 

 San Diego, CA 92128 
 

 

 

 
 

Stacie Marchetti, President 

Management Analyst, Roseville 

Aarón Zavala, Vice President 

Assistant to the City Manager, Pleasanton  

Tenaya at Yosemite 

Annual Conference, September 27-30, 2026 

3620 American River Drive, Suite 230,                              

Sacramento, CA 95864 

 

California City Executives in the Cities of 

Pico Rivera to Placentia 
 

Pismo Beach Is home to the Pismo 

Clam, named for the long, wide 

beach where they were once found 

in large quantities. Pismo Beach is on 

the Rancho Pismo Mexican land 

grant made to José Ortega in 1840. 

The first Pismo wharf was built in 1882, and a full-

length pier was built in 1924. Pismo State Beach is 

named for the city. At first Pismo Beach was a local 

resort area that became primarily residential after 

World War II. The city incorporated in April 1946. Its 

2020 population is put at 8,072. Low tides at the 

Pismo Beach once brought thousands of 

“clammers” to dig for the amazing Pismo Clams. 

Due to “over-clamming” by clammers and the 

protected sea otters, who find the clams a delicacy. 

In the 1950s Pismo Beach adopted the name “Clam 

Capital of the World.” The community holds a Clam 

Festival every October, complete with a clam 

chowder competitions and a clam-themed 

parade. Jorge E. Garcia is the Pismo Beach city 

manager and Erica Inderlied is the city clerk. Silas 

Clarke is the Assistant City Manager and Bianka 

Buchanan is the Human Resources Officer. 

Rosemarie Gaglione is the Public Works Director and 

Eric Eldridge is the City Engineer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Theresa Teney (formerly Theresa M. Battaglia-

Gutierrez), retired administrative staff member who 

served the City of Lakewood for 20 years before 

retiring in 2020. Theresa started her career working 16 

years for the city of Bellflower. She and her husband 

Barry live in the City of Big Bear Lake. She is a volunteer 

at the Big Bear Alpine Zoo, where she stays active in 

the community.  

https://gonsalvi.com/
https://www.mmanc.org/events/annual-conference/
https://www.mmasc.org/353/Annual-Conference
https://www.pismobeach.org/1
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California City Executives in the Cities of 

Pico Rivera to Placentia 

 

Jorge E. Garcia is the Pismo Beach 

city manager. He became the 

permanent city manager in October 

2023. He worked as interim city 

manager following City Manager 

Jim Lewis’ resignation to become 

the Atascadero city manager in 

May 2023. Jorge joined the Pismo Beach city staff in 

2018 and served as the Management Services 

Director and Assistant City Manager. Jorge 

previously worked for the cities of Santa Ana, 

including serving as the Assistant to the City 

Manager, Fountain Valley and the City of Villa Park.  

He earned a BA in political science from Chapman 

University and an MPA from California State 

University, Fullerton. Jorge served as the President of 

the Municipal Management Association of 

Southern California (MMASC) in 2014-2015.  
 

Assistant City Manager Silas Clarke joined the Pismo 

Beach city staff on March 16, 2026. Silas previously 

served as City Administrator for the cities of Ouray, 

Colorado, and Hickman, Nebraska. Silas is an ICMA 

Credentialed Manager.  

 

Former Pismo Beach city managers include Jim 

Lewis from March 2013 to May 2023, when he left 

the city to become the city of Atascadero city 

manager. Retired U. S. Army Colonel Kevin M. Rice 

served as the Pismo Beach city manager for exactly 

nine years before retiring, from March 1, 2004, until 

February 28, 2013. City Manager Susan Bragdon, 

appointed in November 2002, resigned after serving 

only six months. Mike Fuson served as the Pismo 

Beach city manager from July 1995 until December 

2001, when he took the Sonoma city manager 

position, and he served there until December 2007. 

Previous to Pismo Beach, Mike was the city manager 

for the city of Sausalito (April 1983-March 1993). 

Richard “Rick” Kirkwood served as the Pismo Beach 

city manager from 1988 to 1994. He served as city 

manager for Woodland from March 1990 to April 

2007, when he retired.  
 

 

A Coachella Valley sundown sky 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman Jim L. Barisic, 

former Artesia City 

Manager who also served 

the cities of Cerritos  and 

Paramount, is a Viet Nam 

veteran, founded  Brandywine in 1994. 
 

Dedicated to providing Southern  

California Housing  
 

Jim, two of his sons, Brett Whitehead and David 

Barisic, and Alex Hernandez, the President of the 

Homebuilding Division, and Mario Urzua, the Chief 

Financial Officer are the Brandywine Homes 

executive team. Please check the firm’s  

website for current sales! 

 

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 
 

Contact the firm for information about their Local 

Heroes program incentives and advantages.  

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                      

16580 Aston Street 

Irvine, California  92606 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

90-year-old Sam Olivito, retired Executive Director 

for the California Contract Cities Association, and 

retired city manager Jack Simpson of Trackdown. 

https://www.brandywine-homes.com/
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Jaime Rojas of  

Rojas Public Affairs, 

and Robert Quintero 

of Transtech hosted a 

get-together for 

friends at the 

California Special 

District Association 

(CSDA) annual 

conference in August.  

 

 

 

“Old-School get-togethers where people gather  

face-to-face to develop friendships and working  

relationships are important to lasting success. 

----Anonymous 

 

California City Executives in the Cities of 

Pico Rivera to Placentia  
 

Pittsburg was formerly known as 

Black Diamond, New York Landing, 

and New York of the Pacific located 

in Contra Costa County. Pittsburg, 

California is an industrial suburb on 

the southern shoreline of the San 

Francisco Bay. The area was originally settled in 1839 

and called Rancho Los Méganos. In 1849, during 

the California Gold Rush, a town was laid out on the 

property and was named “New York of the Pacific.” 

The town became the stopping point for schooners 

traveling from San Francisco to the gold country. In 

1859 the town became a port for coal, and in the 

1870s commercial fishing successfully developed. 

The town became a commercial fishing, site for 

canneries, packing plants, boat builders and the like 

dominating the waterfront. Pittsburg incorporated in 

June 1903, and name “Black Diamond.” The name 

was change to Pittsburg in February 1911. The 2020 

population is 76,416. Darin Gale is the city manager, 

Sara Bellafronte is the Assistant to the City Manager, 

and Alice E. Evenson is the City Clerk. The City 

Attorney is Donna Mooney and the City Treasurer is 

Nancy Parent. The Pittsburg Chief of Police is Phil 

Galer, Elena Adair is the Director of Finance, the 

Director of Public Works is John Samuelson, and 

Jennifer Brizel is the Human Resources Director. 

 

Darin Gale began his Pittsburg city 

manager tenure in December 2025. 

He started his working career in 1998 

with the California Building Industry 

Association (BIA), and in 2001-2003 

he worked as a Field Representative 

for Congressman Doug Ose. After 

jobs with the Sacramento Metro Chamber, 

California Restaurant Association and as a 

Legislative Advocate for North State BIA, Darin 

joined the Yuba City staff in May 2009 as Economic 

Development Manager. He worked for the city for 

more than 10 years and was Deputy City Manager 

when he left in 2019. After working as a Senior 

Development Project Manager for Sacramento in 

2019-2022, he was hired by Brentwood to be the 

Assistant City Manager, and he served as Interim 

City Manager for 8 months in 2025. Darin earned a 

BA from California State University, Sacramento and 

an MBA from Drexel University. 

 

https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers
https://www.pittsburgca.gov/
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 California City Executives in the Cities of 

Pico Rivera to Placentia 
 

Former Pittsburg city managers include S. Anthony 

“Tony” Donato (1969 – 1995). Tony was Pittsburg’s 

longest-serving city manager and is widely 

recognized as the driving force behind the 

downtown development. After Tony left Pittsburg, 

he served as the Acting City Manager for 

Brentwood. Tony passed away at his Concord 

home on March 23, 2019, at the age of 89. 

 

Marc Grisham served as the Pittsburg city manager 

from 2004 until his retirement in June 2011. Prior to 

coming to Pittsburg, Marc was the city manager for 

the City of Pinole from 2000 to 2004. Marc spent 20 

years in the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve and became 

a commanding officer. He worked for the counties 

of Los Angeles and Riverside before moving north. 

Marc is currently working as a consultant, as a 

Managing Partner for Rodeo Marina and as a 

Partner in Four Fools Winery. He earned a BA and 

MPA from California State University, Long Beach.  

 

Joe Sbranti was promoted to city manager from the 

assistant city manager position in June 2011 and 

served the city until December 2018. Garrett Evans 

guided the city through the COVID-19 pandemic 

days. He served from February 2019 until he retired 

in September 2025). Garrett earned a BA in 

psychology from the University of Arizona, and an 

MPA from the University of Southern California (USC). 

Maria Aliotti (September 2025 to December 2025) 

served as the Interim City Manager during the 

executive recruiting that brought Darin Gale to the 

city.  

 

 

Archive  picture of 

retired city managers         

David Carmany and 

Jeff Stewart at Angel 

Stadium in Anaheim.  

It is confirmed that              

Arté Moreno has sold 

the MLB Angels 

to NFL Rams’ owner                         

Enos Stanley Kroenke. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Olson Company is a premier California                

builder of affordable new home communities.                                                                                    

Since 1988, the Olson Company mission has  

been to work hand-in-hand with cities to solve the  

critical shortage of urban housing by promoting  

and investing in responsible development that  

improves quality of life for everyone 

                                                                                                                

The Olson Company has successfully 

 partnered with more than100 cities since 1988. 
 

Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

                                                                                           

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax 
 

3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100                                   

Seal Beach, CA 90740 

 

https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://cjpia.org/
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Philip “Phil” Vince,                           

aka, “Vinnie the Greek,” 

Former city manager of the cities of 

Point Arena, Martinez and Moraga 

Phil was President of Municipal 

Management Assistants of Northern 

California (MMANC) in 2004. Philip 

“Phil” Vince lives in Old Orchard 

Beach, Maine  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The late Lilo Simpson, Trackdown’s Official  

Siberian Husky 

California City Executives in the Cities of 

Pico Rivera to Placentia  
 

In 1837, the Mexican government 

granted the area this is modern 

day Placentia in a larger land 

grant. In 1865, American pioneers 

and settlers began arriving in the 

area, and the city developed. The 

first commercial orange grove was established in 

1880. During the Great Depression, citrus workers 

went on strike in Placentia. Oil was found there in 

1919. There was mass destruction in the area when 

the Santa Ana River flood of 1938 hit. The city was 

incorporated in December 1926. The 2020 

population is 51,824.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

           

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed 

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and 

fairly priced. 
 

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills and represents both public 

and private clients throughout California in 

municipal law. 
 

Michael G. Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, 

and currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass 

Valley, also General Counsel for the North Yuba 

Water District, Calaveras LAFCO and the Yuba 

LAFCO. Michael is a leading expert on California 

municipal finance and appellate law. He earned 

a BA from Harvard College and a JD from the 

University of California, Berkeley School of Law. 

 

2026 Legal 100 – Best Law Practice Business of the 

Year by Lawyer International, and 2026 Best Law 

Firms: Sacramento, Municipal Law & Pasadena, 

Appellate Practice. 

https://chwlaw.us/ 
 

 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357; 213-542-5700. 

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665 
 

 

 

 

 

https://chwlaw.us/
https://munienvironmental.com/
https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.placentia.org/
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 California City Executives in the Cities of 

Pico Rivera to Placentia 
 

Placentia City Administrator is Jennifer Lampman, 

the first female city administrator in the city’s history. 

The Chief of Police is Brad Butts, and the Fire Chief is 

Jason Dobine. Jerry Griggs is Finance Director, Chris 

Tanio is Public Works Director, Joseph 

Lambert is Director of Development 

Services, and Lydie Gutfeld is Director 

of Community Services. Alice Burnett 

is the Director of Human Resources. 

The Deputy City Clerk is Brooke Lovell.  
 

Placentia City Administrator Jennifer 

Lampman is the first female city 

administrator in Placentia city history. 

She previously worked as Deputy City 

Administrator and Director of 

Finance. Jennifer joined the city staff 

in Placentia as the Director of 

Finance in April 2022. Prior to coming to Placentia, 

Jennifer worked as the Finance Director for the City 

of Fountain Valley, and she previously held positions 

in the cities of Huntington Beach, Anaheim and 

Riverside. She earned a BA in urban studies and 

planning from the University of California, San Diego, 

and an MPA from California State University, 

Fullerton.  

 

This Orange County, city of Placentia has had some 

“all-star” city administrators. Dr. Roger Kemp was the 

Placentia city administrator from 1983 until 1987. Dr. 

Roger was Seaside city manager in 1979-1983. 

When he left Placentia, Dr. Roger served as city 

manager for Clifton, New Jersey (1987-1993) and 

Meriden, Connecticut (1993-2005). Robert “Bob” 

Dominguez took the city administrator position in 

2005 and served as city administrator until 

September 2007 when he retired. Troy L. Butzlaff 

served as the Placentia city administrator from 2008 

until February 2015, when he took the city manager 

post in Azusa (2015-2017). Troy worked as a 

department head in La Puente (2017-2019). Troy 

previously worked as the Assistant City Manager for 

the cities of Palm Springs (2002-2008) and Indian 

Wells (1996-2002). Troy and his wife have relocated 

to Idaho where he provides contract services in the 

city of Victor and other places. Damien R. Arrula 

took the Placentia position in 2015 and served until 

November 2024. He also held positions in Sierra 

Madre, Claremont and El Monte.     

 

“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready 
to help with outreach campaigns, 

video production, content writing, 

messaging, graphic work, technology 

infrastructure and websites." 

--Ryder Todd Smith, President               

Recruiting – Technology – Public Affairs – Training 

Telephone: 626-536-2173 

Or info@tripepismith.com 

 

Mailing Address is P.O. Box 52152, Irvine, CA  92619  

“To inspire effective civic engagement” 

 

Placentia veteran, Dr. Roger Kemp 

earned an AA from Long Beach City 

College, a BA and MPA from San 

Diego State University and an MBA 

and Ph.D. from Golden Gate 

University. He is an author and 

academic. Dr. Roger has written, 

edited or contributed to nearly 50 books focused on 

urban planning and city management. He was 

inducted into the Long Beach City College Alumni 

Hall of Fame in 2019. He started in Oakland and 

Vallejo and is a longtime Adjunct Professor at 

Golden Gate University, and a Professor at the 

University of New Haven and San Diego State 

University.  

 

mailto:info@tripepismith.com
https://tripepismith.com/
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EKA is a nationally recognized strategic 

communications firm specializing in public and 

private sector service and government affairs. 

 

 

 

 

 
NHA advisors, LLC provides strategic, objective and 

financially sound advice to public agencies 

throughout California. Consistently ranked as one of 

the most active municipal advisors*, NHA Advisors is 

distinguished from the competition by delivering 

broad advisory and consulting services to meet the 

challenging and complex needs of public agency 

clients.  

                                                                                               

As a fiduciary, the firm develops comprehensive 

options and strategies that solve for 

maintaining/enhancing service levels, capital 

project needs, manage and contain costs and risks 

such as rising pension costs and promote fiscal 

sustainability through prudent policies. 
 

Principals include recognized professionals               

Mark Northcross, Eric Scriven, Mike Meyer, Rob 

Schmidt, and Leslie Bloom. 
 

Craig Hill, Managing Principal    
Financial & Policy Strategies. 

Delivered. 

 

Telephone: (415) 785-2025  

Cell: (415)518-4130 

Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com 

 
 

The Cerritos Air 

Disaster took over 

the news on a 

sunny Sunday, 

August 31, 1986, 

when Aeroméxico 

Flight 498 (a 

McDonnell Douglas 

DC-9) on approach 

to LAX, was hit in 

the tail section by a 

Piper PA-28 

Cherokee, causing 

loss of control. The DC-9 crashed into a Cerritos 

neighborhood. All 64 people aboard the DC-9 were 

killed, along with the 3 people in the Piper, that 

crashed into the playground area of Cerritos 

Elementary School, and 15 neighborhood residents 

on the ground. This past August 31 was the 40th 

Anniversary of this horrified accident. Retired Los 

Angeles County Supervisor Don Knabe was the 

serving Cerritos Mayor and Gaylord Knapp was city 

manager on that day.  

Some considerations and thoughts, just 

for edification and “remember whens”:  

Country music icon and philanthropist 

Dolly Parton passed away on August 25, 

2026, at the age of 80. It is reported that 

she passed away peacefully at the 

Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center in 

Nashville, Tennessee following a brief 

battle with cancer. Dolly, beloved 

worldwide, is a true loss. Emotional tributes 

appear from far and wide. Politicians, former costars, 

fellow singers, song writers and more are sharing their 

grief. U. S. President Donald Trump, calls Dolly’s passing a 

“true loss for millions of people.”  The President ordered 

American flags be lowered to half-staff for a week. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bH7AHg8cn1I 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is 

one of the leading strategic 

communications and public 

affairs firms in Southern California. 

The Founding Partner is Harvey 

Englander, and Matt Knabe is 

Partner Emeritus.  

Partners include Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff 

McConnell, Adam Englander, Alex Cherin and 

Managing Partner Kellie Hawkins.  

 

EKA prides itself on providing a unique and 

strategic perspective on a wide variety of issues. 

EKA provides lobbying, government affairs, public 

relations, political campaigns, and crisis 

management services for a wide variety of 

clientele. EKA also provides professional litigation 

communication and expert witness services led by 

a team of strategists, lawyers, journalists, and 

media relations specialists. 

 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of 

combined experience and a multitude of 

relationships within the City & County of Los 

Angeles, and the 88 cities within Los Angeles 

County.  
 

To contact EKA, please call 213) 741-1500 or email  

Kellie Hawkins, Partner.  

 

mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bH7AHg8cn1I
https://nhaadvisors.com/
http://ekapr.com/
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More considerations and thoughts, just for edification and 

“remember whens”: Gardena was the home to the 

historical world-famous Ascot Park, which served as the 

epicenter of the California Racing Association (CRA) 

non-wing sprints cars series until the track closed in 1990. 

The World of Outlaws national series visited there. In 

Northern California, the many historically prominent sprint 

car events were hosted at the San Jose Fairgrounds.  

 

Gloria Steinem passed away at her home in New York 

City on September 2, 2026. She was an American 

journalist and social movement activist. Gloria was 92 

years old.  

 

Iconic Chris & Pitt’s BBQ has announced the permanent 

closure of its historic Bellflower location at 9839 Artesia 

Boulevard after 75 years in business at that location. 

Though they are quitting in Bellflower, they are continuing 

to do business at the Downey location. The original 

owners of Chris and Pitt’s BBQ were the late Chris Pelonis 

and Morris Dawson “Pitt” Pittman. Morris retired and sold 

his share of the business to Chris in 1963. Since January 

2024, Bellflower’s city manager is Ryan Smoot.  

 

Former California State Assembly Member Bruce E. Young 

was born in Chicago, Illinois, July 5, 1946, and passed 

away in Vancouver, Washington on October 1, 2022, at 

the age of 76. Bruce graduated from Lakewood High 

School in the Long Beach Unified School District, and 

attended California State University, Long Beach. He 

moved to Cerritos and was elected to the Board of 

Education for the ABC Unified School District in 1970. In 

1976, Bruce was elected to represent the 63rd District of 

the California State Assembly. He served in the Assembly 

from 1977 until 1984.  

 

Actress and singer, Ariana Grande stands 5 feet 1 inch tall 

and weighs around 97 pounds. She has multiple Grammy 

Awards to her name. Ariana follows a plant-based diet 

rich in fruits, vegetables, nuts and organic whole foods. 

Former actress at the heart of “The Mickey Mouse Club” 

Britney Spears is 5 feet 4 inches tall. Britney spends her free 

time doing arts and crafts, reading romantic fiction by 

Danielle Steel, dancing and baking. She also plays 

Pokémon Go. As a child, Britney attended elite 

gymnastics training camps under internationally 

renowned coach Béla Károlyi, and she remains athletic. 

 
 

 

Atascadero City Manager  

Jim Lewis pictured  

on a recent visit to  

West Virginia.  

 

 
 

Picking Up the Pieces:  

Sonoma’s Interim City Manager Cristine 

(Reid) Alilovich is the new Sonoma City 

Manager. She has served as Interim 

since April. Cristine was an Employee 

Benefits Manager for the County of 

Sonoma starting in 2002. She left 

Sonoma County in December 2010 to 

take the Assistant Director of Finance 

position for the County of Marin. In 

September 2015 Cristine became the Assistant City 

Manager for the City of San Rafael, and she was 

elevated to City Manager in June 2023. Cristine earned 

a BA in psychology from Rutgers University and an MPA 

from the University of Southern California (USC).  

 

Glendale’s new Community Development Director 

Rachel Friede Dimond began her public services career 

as a Planner for the Town of Vail, Colorado. She came to 

California in April 2013 to work for the city of West 

Hollywood. Rachel served the people of West Hollywood 

for a little more than 7 years as a Senior Planner and 

Acting Long Range Planning Manager. She took the 

Assistant City Manager position in the city of Compton 

starting in June 2022. After leaving Compton in January 

2023, Rachel went to work for the City of Ventura in May 

2023. She became the Community Development 

Director in February 2024. She left Ventura in August 2026 

to work as the Director in the City of Glendale. Rachel 

earned a BA from The George Washington University, and 

a Master of Urban Planning from New York University. 

 

Transtech Principal Robert Quintero worked for the city of 

Commerce prior to 2001. He served as Public Works 

Director and as Legislative Advocate for the city. He also 

worked two stints with the Southern California Edison 

Company. He was a Regional Manager from April 2001 

to October 2005, and he worked as a Director/Manager 

of Government Relations from August 2012 to September 

2023, when he left Edison to work for Transtech. Bob 

earned a BA from California State Polytechnic University, 

Pomona and an MBA from the University of Redlands. He 

was recently in the Coachella Valley for the California 

Special Districts Association  (CSDA) annual conference. 

 

Matthew R. “Matt” Mogensen is the new city of Marina 

city manager after serving two years as the city manager 

for the city of Pacific Grove. He has succeeded retired 

city manager Layne Long, who served 13 years as the city 

of Marina city manager. Matt, previous to his Pacific 

Grove service, worked as the Assistant City Manager in 

Marina (2018-2024). Before that he worked 10 years for 

the city of Fountain Valley in Southern California, where 

he served as Assistant to the City Manager, and from 

2015 to 2018, as Planning and Building Director. Matt 

earned an MPA from California State Polytechnic 

University, Pomona. 
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More Pieces Picked Up: Redding has 

been operating with Interim City 

Manager Michael Webb since the 

unexpected death of City Manager 

Will Tarbox on Sunday, July 19, 2026, 

at the age of 56. Will passed away 

following a cardiac arrest. He had 

only been city manager for five months. Redding Mayor 

Mike Littau, favors appointing the interim city manager to 

the full-time position.  

 

A comprehensive executive search conducted by the 

Tripepi Smith Talent Solutions (TSTS) team recruited Alicia 

Day to fill the city of Newark’s position of Recreation and 

Community Services Director. Most recently, Alicia has 

served as the Parks, Recreation and Community 

Education Director for the Town of Littleton, 

Massachusetts. Alicia is a Certified Park and Recreation 

Professional and graduate of the National Recreation 

and Park Association Director School. In Newark she will 

work with City Manager David Benoun. 

 

West Sacramento Sustainability Manager Ryan Burnett 

addressed resident and city council concerns at a 

workshop August 19 regarding the selection process and 

proposed rate increases for refuse disposal services. The 

city contracted with Waste Management (WM) for many 

years and their contract expired in June. After evaluating 

three proposals, the city selected Green Waste, a San 

Jose-based company. Aaron Laurel is the West 

Sacramento city manager.  

 

Rodolfo Aguayo is the new Assistant City Manager for the 

City of Menifee working with City Manager Armando G. 

Villa. He will supervise city departments, including 

Community Services, City Clerk, Information Technology, 

and Human Resources. Rodolfo most recently worked for 

Imperial County, where he served the County’s Executive 

Leadership Team. He supported the County Executive 

Office and the Board of Supervisors. Rodolfo earned a BS 

from San Diego State University.  

 

David Lee Harris, born in July 1943, served as the city of 

Dixon city manager for 19 years, from June 1978 until July 

1997. Dave previously worked for the city of Fairfield, 

starting in September 1971 as an Administrative Assistant 

and as Assistant City Manager starting in January 1973. 

He earned a BS and MPA from Brigham Young University. 

After retiring from municipal government, Dave did some 

professional executive recruiting. Dave is 81 years old.  

 

Karen A. Herrera is a retired Duarte 

Deputy City Manager, and currently 

serves as Senior Client Relations  
Associate for California Consulting. 

Karen is currently Vice Chair of the 

USC City/County Management 

Fellowship Board serving the Sol Price 

School of Public Policy. Karen was 

born in Pasadena and raised in Monrovia. Prior to her final 

time with Duarte, her career path took her to assignments 

with the cities of Downey, Orange, Hawaiian Gardens 

and Bell Gardens. Karen earned a BA from California 

State University, Fullerton, and an MPA from California 

State University, Long Beach. 

 

Six Santa Monica city employees were paid more than 

half a million dollars last year, according to information 

compiled by Transparent California. Senior Fire Inspector 

Ryan A. Demirdjian took home $605,011 not including 

benefits. Prevention Battalion Chief  Sean J. van Sluis took 

home $601,686 in salary and wages, and an additional 

$84,722.72 in benefits. Among the 18 city employees who 

took home more than $500,000 in salary and benefits, 

were 12 firefighters and 8 police officers, who were all 

paid large sums in overtime pay. Santa Monica has 71 

municipal workers who took home more than $350,000, 

including 68 firefighters and police officers. The other 

three were former City Manager Susan Cline, former City 

Attorney Doug Sloan and Chief Deputy City Attorney 

Jenna K. Taggart.  

 

Rob Fredericks, Executive Director and CEO of the 

Housing Authority of the City of Santa Barbara (HACSB) 

will retire at the end of December 2027. He shared this 

early so the Housing Authority Commission can forge a 

smooth, multi-year leadership transition. Rob has been 

with the Authority for nearly 30 years; coming to work for 

the agency in December 1996 as Deputy Executive 

Director. He took the top job in January 2017. He is an 

alumnus of Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. 

 

Retired former Carlsbad, Bellflower and Long Beach 

resident Marlene Townes, relocated her residence to 

Spring Hill, Tennessee, near Nashville, in 2023. She 

previously worked for the city of Bellflower, Willdan and 

the California Special Districts Association (CSDA). 

According to LinkedIn, Marlene earned a BA in 

Business/Corporate Communications from the California 

State University, Sacramento. Marlene is a graduate of 

Long Beach’s Robert A. Millikan High School. 

 

Monterey Chief of Police Dave Hober will retire with his 

last day of service being Sunday, November 15, 2026. He 

served in the FBI, and San Jose Police Department before 

joining the Monterey Police Department. Dave has been 

Chief since July 2015. He earned a BA and an MPA & 

Masters in Criminal Justice from San Jose State University. 
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 Still More Pieces Picked Up: Tim Chapa 

retired as City Manager of the City of 

Sanger in 2023. He was previously city 

manager for the cities of Arvin and Rio 

Vista. Tim worked part-time as the District 

Administrator for the CALWA Recreation 

& Park District in Fresno and installed a 

dual-pitch Musco futsal court. "  

 

Garden Grove City Manager Lisa Kim will retire on 

November 2, 2026. Lisa joined the Garden Grove staff in 

2016 as Community and Economic Development 

Director. She became city manager in 2023. 
 

SHORTS: Sausalito city manager Elaine Forbes (53), former 

San Francisco Port Director, resigned in the wake of her 

bizarre arrest in the Sausalito Yacht Harbor, and Brandon 

Phipps has been appointed Interim City Manager. 

 

Fresno Public Works Director Scott Mozier will retire after 

24 years with the department and serving as Director 

since January 2014.  

 

Stockton City Clerk Katherine Roland submitted her 

resignation, effective September 26, following her service 

as city clerk from May 21, 2014, first as interim and then as 

city clerk in November 12, 2024. 

                                                                                                                                                                            

Donald R. Duckworth of Duckworth Consulting, who is an 

alumnus of Bakersfield Junior College and earned a BA 

and MPA from California State University, Northridge, held 

city manager positions in Calabasas, Arcadia and 

Visalia, and executive positions in the cities of Santa 

Clarita, San Clemente, Oceanside and he started his 

public service career in 1971 in Simi Valley.  

 

Former Baldwin Park City Council Member Ricardo 

Pacheco, 63, who spent more than 20 years on the 

Council until his resignation in 2020, was sentenced to 18 

months in federal prison for taking bribes, and the FBI 

unearthed $63,000 in his backyard.  

 

Pasadena City Council Member Rick Cole is among the 

very few who have gone from elected official to city 

management and then returned to being an elected 

official.  

 

After working as a Safeway cashier (2011-2015) and 

completing an economic development internship in 

Temecula (2015-2016), Kayla Charters joined the Menifee 

city staff in Economic Development in July 2016 and 

became the Menifee Economic Development Director in 

February 2026. 

 

California Joint Powers Insurance Authority (CJPIA) 

Director of Finance Jason McBride, who believes in cross-

training and staff versatility, has celebrated his fifth 

anniversary with the Authority.  

                        A “Proof of Life” lunch group. 

 

Government Business Review Magazine named Murrieta 

City Manager Justin Clifton the 2026 City Manager of the 

Year. 

 

Working with City Manager Andrew Firestine, Rick 

Sanchez is the new Chief of Police for Cathedral City 

replacing the retired Chief George Crum.  

 

Willdan Engineering’s Adel Freij has been out of the office 

on medical leave, hopefully to return soon. 

 

Rene McNish, a native of El Centro, a U. S. Marine Corps 

veteran, and a graduate of Columbia Southern 

University, is the new Deputy Chief of Police for the El 

Centro Police Department.  

 

Alan E. Harry was Assistant to the City Manager in Half 

Moon Bay in the 1980s until he transitioned his career to 

Telecommunications & Cable Management in Truckee in 

1992 and worked as the General Manager of WebStar 

Cable Television until 2001.  

 

Phillip Hawes, who earned an AA from the College of the 

Sequoias, and a BA and MA from Fresno State College, 

served as the City Manager in Indian Wells (1968-1970) 

and Indio (January 1971 – December 1990).  

 

Pamela J. Nicolai, who is fully retired from working in the 

public service, work as City Manager in San Rafael in the 

December 1985 until the early 1990s, and as the General 

Manager (1995-2004) for the Marin Municipal Water 

District (MMWD). 

 

   

  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Presley Guarino and her grandpa 


