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According to Kevin O’Rourke, on an August 2026, 

Tuesday at Mimi's in Fairfield there was a  gathering of 

eagles...or was it, vultures!? Attending this Northern 

California “Proof of Life” lunch were (starting on the left) 

is retired city managers Carlos A. Urrutia, Rocklin...Toby 

Ross, West Sacramento...Mike Fuson, Sonoma...Mike 

Garvey, San Carlos. On the right is Kevin O’Rourke, 

Fairfield...Rod Wood, Novato and Beverly Hills...and 

Terry Dugan of the League of California Cities staff. Rod 

is responsible for faithfully gets us organized! 

 

  

 

California City Executives in the Cities of 

Placerville to Point Arena 
 

Attached is a Special September 2026 issue of the 

City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown. This issue 

presents information regarding the executive 

leadership in the cities of Placerville, Pleasant Hill, 

Pleasanton,  Plymouth, and Point Arena,  

  

City Managers in this issue include Placerville Interim 

City Manager and Chief of Police Joseph Wren. City 

Managers Ethan Bindernagel of Pleasant Hill, Joe 

Calabrigo in Pleasanton, Cameron Begbie in 

Plymouth, and Molly Haviland in Point Arena.  

 

Since 2007, Jack A. and Susan Simpson’s Trackdown 

Management has published the City Manager 

Newsletter by Trackdown. The newsletter content 

aims at the people who serve local governments, 

not on local government issues. 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

  

 

  
  

  

  

 

 

 

    

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.ekapr.com/
https://cjpia.org/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
http://www.willdan.com/
https://www.cityofplacerville.org/
https://www.phillca.gov/
https://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/
https://cityofplymouth.org/
https://pointarena.ca.gov/
https://gonsalvi.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
https://rojaspublicaffairs.com/
https://www.mitchellpaa.com/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
https://trackdownmanagement.net/
https://www.tripepismith.com/
https://nhaadvisors.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.kosmont.com/
https://munienvironmental.com/
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California City Executives in the Cities of 

Placerville to Point Arena 
 

Placerville is Spanish for “sand 

deposit,” representing the mining in 

the area following the discovery of 

gold in nearby Coloma in 1848. 

Placerville was originally known as 

“Dry Diggins”. In 1849 the town was 

tagged with its most common historical name, 

Hangtown after a Main Street mob lynched robbers 

on a downtown oak tree. Local folks began 

requesting a more moderate name about 1850. The 

name was changed in May 1854 when the city was 

incorporated. The 2020 population is 10,747. Joseph 

Wren is the Placerville City Manager, since retiring as 

the Chief of Police. The Director of Finance is Natalie 

Tornincasa, and Carole Kendrick is the 

Development Services Director. Nick Stone is the 

Public Works Director, and Steven Youel is the 

Director of Community Services. 

 

Placerville City Manager Joseph Wren, 

after serving as interim starting in May 

2026, and recently retired Chief of 

Police, was appointed city manager 

on August 25, 2026. Joe succeeds 

retired former city manager Dave 

Warren. Joe joined the Placerville 

police department as a Police Commander in 2016. 

He became the Interim Chief in May 2020, after 

Chief James Ortega stepped down from the post, 

and he was named Chief of Police in August 2020. 

Prior to Placerville, he worked in law enforcement 

from 1996 to 2016. He served as a Police Sergeant 

for Ceres, where he was a K9 handler. He also 

worked as a Deputy Merced County Seriff and with 

the cities of Sutter Creek and Newark. He served in 

the United States Marine Corps (1991-1995) and with 

the California Army National Guard (1998-2002). He 

is a graduate of the FBI National Academy, and he 

is a recipient of the California State Medal of Valor. 

He is a two-time recipient of the American Red Cross 

Hero of the Year Award (2007 and 2013).  

 

John Driscoll served the dual roles of Placerville City 

Manager and City Attorney, 1998 to 2010. M. Cleve 

Morris was the Placerville city manager from 

January 2011 until his retirement in October 2025. 

Finance Director David Warren took the job after 

Cleve’s retirement following his 14-year tenure.   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 Joe Gonsalves said: "Lobbyist are like parachutes. 

you don't need them often but when you do,  

they had better work." 
 

Anthony D. Gonsalves and two of his sons, 

Jason A. Gonsalves and Paul A. Gonsalves, are. 

expert local government lobbyists. 
 

Founded in 1975 by former Assembly Member 

Joe A. Gonsalves, the firm represents 50-plus cities 

and is a key player in city legislation. The firm works. 

closely with the League of California Cities. 
 

Anthony Gonsalves is 

President of the firm.  

Jason Gonsalves is a Member 

of the California City 

Management Foundation 

(CCMF) Board  

of Trustees. 
 

Jason & Paul Gonsalves are recognized local.  

Government legislation experts. 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

1201 K Street 

Sacramento, California 95814  

Telephone No. 916-441-0597 

 

Archive picture of retired Lakewood city manager’s 

executive staffers Alma Varela and Theresa Teney on 

either said of Susan Simpson of Trackdown 

Management at a Lakewood city event.  

 
 

“Gold built it, but adaptation kept it alive…it shifted 

quietly, turning a mining outpost into a foothill 

gateway.” –Anonymous historical comment 

https://www.cityofplacerville.org/
https://gonsalvi.com/
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Executive Level Posse Roster: 
 

Wade McKinney, Retired Indian Wells City Manager    

Mike Sedell, Retired Simi Valley City Manager    

Larry F. Pennell, Retired City Manager, Wasco 

Kevin O’Rourke, KOLGS; Retired City Manager 

Glenn Southard, Retired CM, Indio & Claremont 

Joe Tanner, Retired Vallejo City Manager  

Guy Huffaker, Retired Porterville City Manager 

Vern Lawson, Retired, City of Lancaster 

Robert T. “Bob” Dickey, Retired South Gate DPW 

Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager, Pomona                                               

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista,  

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF State Director  

Lloyd de Llamas, Retired City Man./HdL Co-founder 

John Shirey, Retired City Manager, Sacramento  

John Russo, Retired City Manager; SynchroniCITY  

Lee McDougal, Retired City Manager, Montclair 

Mark Scott, Interim City Manager 

Doug La Belle, Retired City Manager, Chino Hills 

Don Penman, Retired City Manager, Arcadia 

Sam Olivito, Retired CCCA Executive Director 

Donald Duckworth, Retired City Manager 

Richard Rowe, Retired City Manager 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Anthony D. Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

 
 

Posse Roster: 
 

Gregory Korduner, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park                                                                                                                                              

Rod B. Butler, Jurupa Valley, City Manager                                                           

Rita Geldert, Retired City Manager, Vista                            

Dale Geldert, Retired CDF Director, State of CA 

Dr. Carlos A. Urrutia, Retired City Manager, Rocklin  

Ray Taylor, Retired City Manager, Westlake Village 

Denise Ovrom, Former CM retired from HdL Companies  

Robert “Bud” Ovrom, Retired City Manager   

Cynthia Kurtz, Interim City Manager, Pasadena 

Ron Molendyk, Retired City Manager, Lake Elsinore 

Kevin Duggan, Retired City Manager, Mountain View 

Gary Milliman, Retired City Manager, Brookings, Oregon 

Jim Lewis, City Manager, City of Atascadero 

Donald Jeffers, Retired City Manager, Huntington Park 

Wayne Wedin, Retired City Manager, Brea 

Karen Herrera, Retired Deputy City Manager, Duarte 

David Jenkins, Retired City Manager, & CC So. Lake Tahoe  

Laura Behjan, Retired Simi Valley, City Manager 

 

Contributor Roster: 
 

Robert & Karen Flores, Retired El Cajon, residents 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   Expert Public Agency Legal Services 
 

RWG is committed to excellence in the legal   

profession. The lawyers of choice for clients seeking 

reliable, efficient, and effective legal counsel. 
 

RWG delivers practical advice and solutions. 

tailored to the unique needs of public entities. 
 

Working seamlessly across offices in 

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange County, 

Temecula, and the Central Coast. 
 

The RWG team of experts provides the full scope. 

of public law services. Practical advice and well-

analyzed solutions come from listening. 

carefully and asking the right questions. 
 

 Roxanne Diaz is a former member 

     of the Board of Trustees of the  

      California City Management 

              Foundation (CCMF 

 

      Call RWG at No. 213-626-8484 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Former City Administrator                 

Wesley Wolf, Founder 

Telephone: 949-235-0525                         

FAX: 213-741-0519 
 

 

Wolf & Company Inc. provides municipal  

consulting services to State and local. 

    governments, and not-for-profit corporations. 
 

    Wolf & Company Inc. has a specialized emphasis                     

on:  Mobile Home Park Acquisitions-Program 

Administration and Oversight Agent Services. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

   Wolf & Company Inc. 
  163 Limestone Road, Claremont, CA 91711 

Telephone: 949-235-0525 

 

https://www.rwglaw.com/
https://www.rwglaw.com/
https://www.wolfhousing.com/
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Founded in 1986 by former City Manager 

Larry J. Kosmont, Chairman and CEO. 

    2022 CCMF Corporate Sponsor of the Year. 
                                                                                                    

Kosmont Companies serves cities, counties, quasi-

government agencies, private companies, 

developers, and non-profit organizations, including 

educational institutions across California. With 

unmatched expertise in public/private transactions, 
 

Kosmont Companies is on the cutting edge of 

evolving trends, challenges, and solutions.  
 

A transactional firm that takes a hands-on 

approach to economic development focused 

on successful outcomes. The firm is expert in  

economic development, real estate consulting, 

financial analysis, and redevelopment  

agency dissolution.  
 

Mailing Address: 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., No. 382, 

Manhattan Beach, California 90266 
 

Headquarters – El Segundo:  

2301 Rosecrans Avenue Suite 4140,  

El Segundo, California 90245                                                              

Telephone: 424-297-1070 | Fax: 424-286-4632 

 

The Raw Performance 

gym is a place where 

strength training is used 

for self-improvement. 

Exceptional group 

sessions for sports teams, police and fire  

departments or other groups may be arranged. 

24/7 gym access for members. Call: 714-335-4436                                                          

 

William Ha, CSCS, Raw Performance Coach/Owner, 

is a popular professional certified strength and 

conditioning coach. 

Call: 714-335-4436 

10579 Bloomfield Avenue 

Los Alamitos, California 90720 

California City Executives in the Cities of 

Placerville to Point Arena 
 

Pleasant Hill is located in the East 

Bay of the San Francisco Bary Area. 

The Southern Pacific railroad brough 

service to the area in 1891 and the 

Sacramento Northern Railway 

intersected at the location of the 

modern-day Pleasant Hill BART station. The area 

began to develop in the 1920s following prohibition. 

The city grew following the end of World War II. It 

took until 1948 for the first post office to appear. The 

city of Pleasant Hill incorporated in November 1961. 

The 2020 population is 34,613. The Pleasant Hill city 

manager is Ethan Bindernagel and the city clerk, an 

appointed position since 2016, is Lyone Conner. The 

Pleasant Hill Director of Finance is Erick Cheung, the 

City Planner is Troy Fujimoto and the Community 

Relations Manager and PIO is Liz Payne. Janet 

Coleson is the City Attorney. Scott Vermillion is the 

Chief of Police.  

 

Ethan Bindernagel began his 

Pleasant Hill city manager tenure in 

June 2023. Ethan was Community 

Development Director and Assistant 

City Manager from August 2021. He 

went to work for the city of Walnut 

Creek in November 2006 as an 

Associate Planner. After about a year working in 

Brooklyn, New York, starting March 2010, Ethan 

returned to Walnut Creek as a Senior Planner in 

February 2011. He went from Economic 

Development Manager in October 2015 to Planning 

Manager in June 2017. He earned a BA from the 

University of Chicago and a Masters in community 

planning from the University of Maryland.  

 

Former Pleasant Hill city managers include James 

“Jim” Alkire, who served before Joseph “Joe” M. 

Tanner, Sr. (1987-2001). After Joe, Thomas Lewcock 

served as Interim City Manager. June Catalano 

(2006-2023) served a 17-years tenure before retiring 

in June 2023. She previously worked in Huntington 

Beach, Laguna Beach and Santa Ana. After a time 

in the private sector, she joined the San Leandro 

staff as Director of Development Services. She 

worked as Assistant City Manager in Milpitas (1998-

2001) and City Manager in Martinez (2001-2006) be 

joining Pleasant Hill. She served on the CCMF Board.   

https://www.kosmont.com/
https://www.rawperformancesc.com/
https://www.phillca.gov/
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California City Executives in the Cities of 

Placerville to Point Arena 
 

Retired City Manager Joseph “Joe” 

M. Tanner, Sr. served as the Pleasant 

Hill city manager from 1987 until he 

moved along in 2001. Joe is a 

prominent, retired California 

municipal executive, who built a 

career spanning more than four 

decades serving as city manager, 

interim administrator, and regional board member 

across multiple jurisdictions. Joe took his first city 

manager job with the City of Galt in 1973. After 

nearly an 11-year tenure in Galt, he was appointed 

city manager in the City of Emeryville in 1984, and 

he moved to Pleasant Hill in 1987. After working for 

the city of Alameda as Assistant City Manager in 

2002, Joe was selected to serve the city of Pacifica 

as interim city manager in 2003. The “interim” was 

soon dropped and Joe worked as city manager 

until 2007. In 2007, during a challenging fiscal 

situation in the city of  Vallejo, Joe was hired to serve 

as the Vallejo city manager. He retired from Vallejo 

in 2009. Following his retirement, Joe served as 

Interim City Manager for Rio Vista in 2012-2013, and 

as the interim Director of Finance for the city of 

Millbrae in 2015. Joe earned an AA degree from 

American River College, a BA from California State 

University, Sacramento, and an MPA from Golden 

Gate University. Joe served as a member of the 

California Municipal Finance Authority (CMFA) 

Board, and he was a founding Board member and 

past President of the California Cities Finance 

Authority. Joe served a term as President of the 

Sacramento Valley Division of the League of 

California Cities when he worked in Galt,  and he 

later served as President of the Contra Costa 

County City Manager’s Group.   

 
On the left is a 

picture of 

Denise Ovrom 

during a 

recent rafting 

trip on the 

Snake River in 

Idaho. On the 

right is            

Bud Ovrom  

(to the rear) 

and Denise and Bud’s grandson Zackary during the task of 

moving into the dorms at California State  

University, Sacramento 

 
                 

 

 

 

 

 

Marc A. Mitchell, Principal 

www.mitchellpaa.com 

 

 

“Democracy is our worst form of government.  

except for all the others that have been tried from  

time to time.”  ---Winston Churchill  

 

Mitchell Public Affairs & Advocacy 

Marc A. Mitchell, Principal 
https://www.mitchellpaa.com/connect 

 

Honorably serving clients in both the 

public and private sector; achieving 

solutions at the regional and local level 

in the LA Basin. Marc’s focus has been on 

infrastructure, transportation, energy, ports, and health 

care. Marc brings nearly three decades of 

government relations and political experience with 

public affairs and advocacy focus. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Olson Company is a premier California                

builder of affordable new home communities.                                                                                    

Since 1988, the Olson Company mission has  

been to work hand-in-hand with cities to solve the  

critical shortage of urban housing by promoting  

and investing in responsible development that  

improves quality of life for everyone 

                                                                                                                

The Olson Company has successfully 

 partnered with more than100 cities since 1988. 
 

Todd Olson 

President of Community Development 

                                                                                           

Telephone: 562-370-2209 

The Olson Company 

562-370-2259 

562-430-4413 Fax 
 

3010 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 100                                   

Seal Beach, CA 90740 

 

http://www.mitchellpaa.com/
https://www.mitchellpaa.com/connect
https://www.mitchellpaa.com/
https://www.olsonhomes.com/
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With decades of experience at the intersection of 

government, advocacy, and public relations,                       

Rojas Public Affairs is a trusted ally for those working  

to shape policy, drive change, and strengthen 

communities. 

 

Local government agencies, companies, and trade 

associations turn to Rojas Public Affairs—because the 

firm understands how to navigate the public arenas   

and deliver results. From strategic advocacy to  

public affairs and grassroots engagement,  

Rojas Public Affairs is a full-service partner to gain 

meaningful results. 
 

Contact:  Jaime Rojas Jr., President 

Jaime@RojasPublicAffairs.com 

Alex Munoz, Client Services 

Alex@RojasPublicAffairs.com 

 

Offices in Los Angeles, San Diego, Inland Empire, 

Sacramento and Washington D.C. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

Debbie Smith, Executive Director 
 

Providing Needed Public Facilities Financing! 
 

The Independent Cities Finance Authority is an 

unaffiliated Joint Powers Authority (JPA) with the 

goal of helping communities fund critical projects. 

Since its inception in 1988, ICFA has assisted. 

funding more than $500 million in critical 

community projects, from hospitals to charter 

schools, public utilities, and housing. 
 

Gil Hurtado, ICFA President                                     

South Gate                                                 

City Council Member 
 

 

Independent Cities Finance Authority  

Post Office Box No. 6740  

Lancaster, California 93539-6740 

Telephone No. 877-906-0941 

California City Executives in the Cities of 

Placerville to Point Arena 
 

Pleasanton is located in the 

Amador-Livermore Valley. 

Spanish explorers visited the 

area in 1772, and Mission 

Santa Clara was founded there in 1777. Land grants 

were awarded following Mexico’s independence 

from Sprain in 1821. Pleasanton is located on two of 

the land grants. The area was called El Alisal (The 

Sycamores). Pleasanton was established in the 

1850s. In order to safeguard the grant from squatters 

during the Gold Rush in the 1840s and 1850s, the 

family moved from San Jose to live on their ranch. 

The “Pleasanton” name was selected in the 1860s 

by an Alameda County Justice of the Peace, who 

named it after Union Army Mayor General Alfred 

Pleasonton. A typographical error by the recording 

clerk led to the current spelling. The city was 

incorporated in June 1894. The 2020 population was 

reported as 79,871. Joe Calabrigo retired, Danville 

Town Manager, is the Interim City Manager for 

Pleasanton following the resignation of city 

manager Gerry Beaudin, who resigned in June 2026 

to become the Alameda city manager. Alexa 

Jeffress in the Assistant City Manager and Ellen Clark 

is the Community and Economic Development 

Director.  Susan Hsieh is the Director of Finance, and 

Xaviera Scoggins is the Human Resources & Labor 

Relations Director. The Director of Public Works is 

Siew-Chin Yeong, and the Director of Library and 

Recreation is Heidi Murphy. Allen 

Hammond is the Director of 

Information Technology, and the 

Pleasanton Chief of Police is Tracy 

Avelar. The picture here shows Library 

and Recreation Director Heidi 

Murphy.  

 

Joe Calabrigo is serving as the 

Interim City Manager during the 

recruitment process for a successor 

to City Manager Gerry Beaudin, 

who resigned to take the city 

manager position for the City of 

Alameda. Joe took the “interim” 

post on June 8, 2026. Joe worked 40-years with the 

Town of Danville. He was appointed Town 

Manager in 1993 and retired in June 2025.  

 

mailto:Jaime@RojasPublicAffairs.com
mailto:Alex@RojasPublicAffairs.com
https://rojaspublicaffairs.com/
https://www.icfauthority.org/
https://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/
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 California City Executives in the Cities of 

Placerville to Point Arena 
 

James M. “Jim” Fales served as the very first city 

manager for the City of Pleasanton. Jim passed 

away following a short illness in March 1994. He 

began his public service career with the city of 

Berkeley in 1955. Jim served as the President of the 

Municipal Management Association of Northern 

California (MMANC) in 1958-1959, during the time 

he was an Administrative Assistant to the City 

Manager in Berkeley. He left Berkeley to be the first 

Pleasanton city manager in 1969. In 1972, Jim took 

the city manager position for Redwood City and he 

worked there until 1982 when he was appointed to 

serve as the Richmond city manager. Jim worked 

there until his retirement in 1988. Following his 

retirement, Jim served in Interim City Manager 

assignments for the cities of Fairfax, Hayward and 

Woodside. He was a past President of the City 

Managers’ Department of the League of California 

Cities, serving in 1973 to 1974. Jim earned a BA from 

the University of San Francisco (USF) and an MPA 

from the University of California, Berkeley. While 

attending USF, Jim was a member of the USF football 

time and briefly played professional football for the 

Green Bay Packers. A famous college days’ story is 

that he and retired city manager Lou Shepard were 

college roommates. Lou was city manager in 

Delano (1964-1967), San Pablo (1967-1977) Signal Hill 

(1985-1987) and Commerce (1987-1994). Lou was 

also the Executive Director of the Pasadena 

Community Redevelopment Agency. Lou and Jim 

shared a close lifelong friendship.  

 

Other former Pleasanton city managers include Bill 

Edgar (1965-1980); Jim Walker (1980-1990); Deborah 

McKeehan (1990-2004), became Pleasanton’s first 

female city manager. In October 2004, Nelson 

Fialho began Pleasanton’s longest city manager 

tenure, serving until November 2021. He served the 

city as city manager for 17 years before his 

retirement. Brian Dolan served as Interim City 

Manager  between December 2021, and May 2022, 

when Gerry Beaudin took the job. Gerry worked as 

city manager until June 2026, when he resigned to 

become the city manager for the City of Alameda. 

Joe Calabrigo is serving as the Interim City Manager 

during the recruitment process for a successor to 

Gerry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
No! That is not the late Tony Gwynn, the San Diego 

Padres baseball icon and Hall of Famer, who played 

his high school ball in Long Beach, before he played 

his     20 years of major league baseball in San Diego.           

This is retired Huntington Park city manager, a                   

Seal Beach resident, Greg Korduner on a visit to a   

tribute area at PETCO Park. Greg keeps active. He 

won the recent 2026 Orange County Senior Men’s 

Golf Championship, “B” Division.   

 

 

https://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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Joseph Cisneros, La Palma, President 

Rancho Bernardo Inn 

Annual Conference, Oct. 28-30, 2026,  

17550 Bernardo Oaks Drive 

 San Diego, CA 92128 
 

 

 

 
 

Stacie Marchetti, President 

Aarón Zavala, Vice President 

Assistant to the City Manager, Pleasanton  

 

 

California City Executives in the Cities of 

Placerville to Point Arena 
 

Plymouth was originally named “Pokerville” when it 

was settled during the California gold rush years. 

Other names some used were Puckerville and Poker 

Camp. The city is generally known as the “Gateway 

to the Shenandoah Valley.” Which is a wine 

producing region in the Sierra foothills. Plymouth is 

located in Amador County. A post office was 

opened in 1871, and the city incorporated in 

February 1917. The Plymouth Trading Post is 

registered as California Historical Landmark #41. 

Cameron Begbie is the city manager for Plymouth, 

and Victoria McHenry is the City Clerk. Andreas 

Booher is the City Attorney and David Crowhurst is 

the Public Works Superintendent.  

 

California Contract Cities Association 

 

 

 

 

 
John Erickson of West Hollywood, President 

  Ed Reece of Claremont, Vice President 

Sal Melendez of Montebello, Secretary 

Oralia Rebollo, of Commerce, Treasurer 

  Brenda Olmos of Paramount, Immediate Past Pres. 
 

Marcel Rodarte, Executive Director  

Dr. Mayra Bonilla, Director of Operations  
 

17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 210  

   Cerritos, California 90703 

 Telephone No. 562-622-5533 

Email: info@contractcities.org 

 
 

 

 

This is a “Proof of Life” group at lunch 10-years ago at  

Tap’s in Fullerton. Most of these former city managers 

continue to meet quarterly. 

mailto:info@contractcities.org
https://willdan.com/solutions/municipal-services-managers
https://www.mmasc.org/353/Annual-Conference
https://www.mmanc.org/events/annual-conference/
https://contractcities.org/
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California City Executives in the Cities of 

Placerville to Point Arena 
 

Cameron Begbie is the city manager 

for Plymouth. Cameron served as a 

Hospital Corpsman in the United 

States Navy from January 2000 until 

September 2005. He worked as a 

Police Officer for Stockton in 2008-

2009, and joined the Amador County 

Sheriff’s Department, serving as a Deputy Sheriff 

from May 2009 until October 2015. Cameron joined 

the Amador County District Attorney’s staff in 

October 2015 and worked as a District Attorney 

Investigator until November 2025. He was 

considered tor the Interim City Manager position 

following the resignation of former Plymouth city 

manager Margaret Roberts. He was selected to 

serve as “interim” and in February 2026, Cameron 

was appointed City Manager for Plymouth. He 

earned a BS in criminal justice from the University of 

Phoenix. Cameron operates a private business in 

addition to his city responsibilities.  
 

 
 

 

Here is an archive picture of two retired  

city managers, the late Rosemead city manager  

Frank G. Tripepi and Gary Sloan, a long time 

 La Mirada city manager. 

 

 
 

“True friends are never apart, maybe in distance, 

But never in heart.” 

----Unknown 

 

https://cjpia.org/
https://munienvironmental.com/
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2026 Theme: “Today, not someday.” 

Pulmonary Fibrosis Awareness Month (PFAM) 

occurs every September to unite the global 

community, honor patients and caregivers, and 

raise critical funds for a cure. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Expert Public Agency Legal Services. Committed 

to counsel that is helpful, understandable, and 

fairly priced. 
 

CH&W has offices in Pasadena and Grass Valley                

in the Sierra Foothills and represents both public 

and private clients throughout California in 

municipal law. 
 

Michael G. Colantuono is Managing Shareholder, 

and currently is City Attorney for the City of Grass 

Valley, also General Counsel for the North Yuba 

Water District, Calaveras LAFCO and the Yuba 

LAFCO. Michael is a leading expert on California 

municipal finance and appellate law. He earned 

a BA from Harvard College and a JD from the 

University of California, Berkeley School of Law. 

 

2026 Legal 100 – Best Law Practice Business of the 

Year by Lawyer International, and 2026 Best Law 

Firms: Sacramento, Municipal Law & Pasadena, 

Appellate Practice. 

https://chwlaw.us/ 
 

Call telephone No. 530-432-7357; 213-542-5700. 

916-400-0370; 858-682-3665 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

California City Executives in the Cities of 

Placerville to Point Arena 

 

Jon Colburn started serving as the 

Plymouth city manager in 1956 at 16 

years old, making him one of the 

youngest city managers in the 

country. Jon later served 15-years as 

a member of the Plymouth city council.  

 

Other former Plymouth city managers include Jeffry 

“Jeff” Gardner, who served as city manager and 

finance director for nearly 8 years, leaving the city’s 

employment in August 2018. Rex Osborn served 

from May 2019 to March 2022, and Margaret 

Roberts resigned in August 2025 after being 

appointed in November 2022. Margaret worked as 

a city clerk in the cities of Rio Vista, Davis, Menlo 

Park, and Hercules, and she worked as a city clerk 

consultant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chairman Jim L. Barisic, 

former Artesia City 

Manager who also served 

the cities of Cerritos  and 

Paramount, is a Viet Nam 

veteran, founded  Brandywine in 1994. 
 

Dedicated to providing Southern  

California Housing  
 

Jim, two of his sons, Brett Whitehead and David 

Barisic, and Alex Hernandez, the President of the 

Homebuilding Division, and Mario Urzua, the Chief 

Financial Officer are the Brandywine Homes 

executive team. Please check the firm’s  

website for current sales! 

 

Brandywine Homes focuses on converting 

underutilized space into needed housing. 
 

Contact the firm for information about their Local 

Heroes program incentives and advantages.  

Call Brandywine at 949-296-2400 

 

Brandywine Homes Corporate Office                      

16580 Aston Street 

Irvine, California  92606 

https://chwlaw.us/
https://chwlaw.us/
https://www.brandywine-homes.com/
https://cityofplymouth.org/
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California City Executives in the Cities of 

Placerville to Point Arena 

 

Point Arena is one of the smallest 

incorporated cities in California. Its 

main street in on State Highway 1 

on the California coast in 

Mendocino County. Spaniard 

Bartolomé Ferrer was one of the first Europeans to 

visit Point Arena in 1543. The Punta Arena post office 

opened in 1858 and was renamed Point Arena in 

1889.  The first store opened in Point Arena in 1859. 

In 1886, and 11-year-old girl named Nellie Welch 

was appointed the lead operator and was in full 

charge of the Point Arena telegraph office. Women 

was often hired in those days as they provide 

cheaper labor than the men. The city is built around 

Arena Cove, a small natural harbor. The Point Arena 

Lighthouse is the tallest lighthouse on the west coast 

of the United States. It is located on the narrow Point 

Arena peninsula into the Pacific Ocean. The city of 

Point Arena was incorporated in July 1908. The 2020 

population is 460 people. Molly Haviland is the city 

manager and Paul Andersen is the City Clerk. Baron 

J. Bettenhausen is the City Attorney, and Marie 

Jones is the City Planner.   

 

Molly C. Haviland was appointed 

Point Arena city manager starting in 

July 2025. She worked for the city as 

an Administrative Assistant and 

Deputy City Clerk in 2024. Molly was 

self-employed for nearly 16 years operating her 

company, Haviland Earth Regeneration LLC. She 

has referred to herself as a “…soil dork that couples 

a passion for terraforming earth with academic 

experience in the field of Land Rehabilitation.” Her 

professional work includes soil assessments, 

composting, soil-food-web analysis, soil carbon and 

regenerative agricultural practices. Molly earned a 

BS in Soil Microbiology from Maharishi University of 

Management (MUM), and an MS in Land 

Rehabilitations from Montana State University, 

Bozeman. Molly replaced Paul Andersen City 

Manager (2021-2025). His appointment followed the 

retirement of Richard Shoemaker (2016-2021) and 

Phil Vince (2014-2015).  

 

 

“The Tripepi Smith team stands ready to help 

with outreach campaigns, video production, 

content writing, messaging, graphic work, 

technology infrastructure and websites."  

--Ryder Todd Smith, President               

   Recruiting – Technology – Public Affairs – Training 

Telephone: 626-536-2173 

Or info@tripepismith.com 

 

Mailing Address is P.O. Box 52152, Irvine, CA  92619  

“To inspire effective civic engagement.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brad McKinney and his wife Janay McKinney. Brad 

is the city manager for San Dimas. Janay is a 

professional soccer player and coach.  

Picture was taken 9-5-2008. 

mailto:info@tripepismith.com
https://pointarena.ca.gov/
https://tripepismith.com/
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NHA advisors, LLC provides strategic, objective and 

financially sound advice to public agencies 

throughout California. Consistently ranked as one of 

the most active municipal advisors*, NHA Advisors is 

distinguished from the competition by delivering 

broad advisory and consulting services to meet the 

challenging and complex needs of public agency 

clients.  

                                                                                               

As a fiduciary, the firm develops comprehensive 

options and strategies that solve for 

maintaining/enhancing service levels, capital 

project needs, manage and contain costs and risks 

such as rising pension costs and promote fiscal 

sustainability through prudent policies. 
 

Principals include recognized professionals               

Mark Northcross, Eric Scriven, Mike Meyer, Rob 

Schmidt, and Leslie Bloom. 
 

Craig Hill, Managing Principal    
Financial & Policy Strategies. 

Delivered. 

 

Telephone: (415) 785-2025  

Cell: (415)518-4130 

Email: Craig@NHAadvisors.com 

 

 

Some considerations and thoughts, just for edification 

and “remember whens”: Celebrated New Zealand actor, 

Sam Neill, recognized for headlining the Jurassic Park 

movies, passed away suddenly on July 12, 2026, at the 

age of 78. Martial arts legend and action film icon, Chuck 

Norris of the long-running television series, Walker, Texas 

Ranger, passed away on March 19, 2026, at the age of 

86 on the Island of Kauai in Hawaii. Talented young 

actress Hayden Panettiere passed away unexpectedly at 

the age of 36 on August 16, 2026. Peabo Bryson, a two-

time Grammy winner who sang Disney theme song for 

“Beauty and the Beast” and “A Whole New World,” died 

at the age of 75, on June 2, 2026, following a stroke in 

Marietta, Georgia. The “Total Eclipse of the Heart,” singer 

Bonnie Tyler passed away at age 75 on July 8, 2026, 

following emergency intestinal surgery. And, of course, 

the legendary “Queen of Country Music,” and a global 

superstar, Dolly Parton died on August 25, 2026, at the 

age of 80.  

J’s Deli is a popular New York-style Jewish-

American eatery preparing to re-open this 

month at a new location on El Paseo. It was 

founded in 2022 by owner Jay and 

Vanessa Rubenstein of Highway 111.  

Letters, notes and observations by readers: 
 

Good job on the latest Trackdown Management issue. I 

was interested in your summary of the CMs that served 

in Placentia.  One prominent name left off the list is Ed 

Powell. Ed served as an Assistant Coach with the UCLA 

Bruins in the 60s under legendary John Wooden.  Not 

sure when he took the job in Placentia, but he was there 

in 1968 and served several years, while I was an assistant 

to Darrell Essex in Cypress.  Ed was a real class guy and 

a professional, I'm glad I had the opportunity to meet 

him. As you may recall City Managers in those days 

were a different breed.   

--Doug Dunlap, Retired City Manager 

                                                                                                      

The September issue of Trackdown Management 

identified "Brad Baxter" as Pinole's longest serving CM. 

The 1978-1999 Pinole CM was Don Bradley, who was 

known to most of us as Brad. Following his tenure in 

Pinole, Brad became CM in Cathedral City. 

---Mike Fuson, Retired City Manager 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

Englander Knabe & Allen (EKA) is 

one of the leading strategic 

communications and public affairs 

firms in Southern California. The 

Founding Partner is Harvey 

Englander, and Matt Knabe is 

Partner Emeritus. Partners include 

Marcus Allen, Eric Rose, Jeff McConnell, Adam 

Englander, Alex Cherin and Managing Partner Kellie 

Hawkins.  

 

EKA prides itself on providing a unique and strategic 

perspective on a wide variety of issues. EKA provides 

lobbying, government affairs, public relations, 

political campaigns, and crisis management 

services for a wide variety of clientele. EKA also 

provides professional litigation communication and 

expert witness services led by a team of strategists, 

lawyers, journalists, and media relations specialists. 

 

Together, EKA has more than 100-years of combined 

experience and a multitude of relationships within 

the City & County of Los Angeles, and the 88 cities 

within Los Angeles County.  
 

To contact EKA, please call 213) 741-1500 or email  

Kellie Hawkins, Partner.  

 

mailto:Craig@NHAadvisors.com
https://nhaadvisors.com/
http://ekapr.com/
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Kosmont Companies, a certified Minority Business 

Enterprise(MBE), is a development services firm offering 

a full range of real estate and economic advisories, 

brokerage, project finance, investment, and planning 

services for both the public and private sectors. 

 

Founded in 1986, Kosmont Companies has become a 

nationally recognized expert in economic development 

and real estate development projects involving 

government and private sector partnerships.  

 

Whether the objective is getting a project entitled and 

approved, financed, developed, leased, or sold, or if the 

goal is to generate new tax revenues, jobs or business 

opportunities, Kosmont Companies ensure success. A 

diverse and uniquely qualified development services 

team provides the depth and expertise required to help 

clients conceptualize, structure, and implement projects 

of all product types, sizes, and complexities. 

 

From the earliest planning and feasibility stages and 

throughout project development, Kosmont Companies 

effectively guides clients through intricate transaction 

and policy issues to create viable economic 

development strategies, achieve 

redevelopment/revitalization goals, and produce real 

estate projects and public asset management solutions. 

  

Kosmont Companies recognizes the powerful social and 

economic benefits of community development and 

redevelopment, and the firm is committed to bringing 

public, private, and non-profit organizations together in 

meaningful real estate transactions that help 

communities flourish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kosmont Companies 
1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd., No. 382 

Manhattan Beach, California 

90266 

Telephone: 424-297-1070 

Fax: 424-286-4632 

                                E-mail: kosmont@kosmont.com 

Larry J. Kosmont, CRE®, is the Founder, President and 

CEO of Kosmont Companies. He is also Managing 

Partner of Renaissance Community Fund, which invests 

and develops mixed use, residential and commercial 

projects throughout California. 

 

From 1975 to 1986, Larry served as City Manager, 

Director of Community Development, and 

Redevelopment Director in the cities of Santa Monica, 

Seal Beach, Bell Gardens, and Burbank. Larry earned an 

MPA from the University of Southern California (USC), and 

a BA from the State University of New York, Binghamton. 

In 1995, Larry conceived of and created the Kosmont-

Rose Institute "Cost of Doing Business Survey©," which is 

now recognized as the industry standard for comparing 

city taxes and economic incentives. The Survey covers 

400 cities in all 50 states and is published annually by 

California's Claremont-McKenna College.  

Kosmont Companies is a leader in negotiating 

residential, retail, mixed use, hospitality, office and 

industrial projects that have revitalized hundreds of 

communities and neighborhoods. With more than a 

quarter century of advisory services to the public sector, 

Kosmont Companies is the most capable consulting firm 

in California to design and implement a sustainable 

economic development strategy. 

                                                               
KOSMONT COMPANIES IS AN                 

INDUSTRY LEADER IN ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT AND REAL ESTATE ADVISORY 

SERVICES. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kosmont@kosmont.com
https://www.kosmont.com/
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 Picking Up the Pieces: Dale Geldert 

spent decades in the fire service. He 

served as the Oceanside Fire Chief from 

1992 until 2002. Governor Arnold 

Schwarzenegger appointed Dale 

Director of the California Department 

of Forestry and Fire Protection 

(CDF/CAL FIRE) in June 2004. Dale 

retired at the end of 2005. He had an 

assignment in his earlier career with 

Vacaville. As part of their retired life, Dale and his wife Rita 

enjoy travel in their motorhome.   

 

Lemon Grove’s new city manager is Interim City Manager 

Tony Winney. Tony was appointed Interim City Manager 

September 1, 2026. after the resignation of City Manager 

Lydia Romero. Tony previously was a part-time deputy 

city manager for special projects in Rancho 

Cucamonga. He is a former assistant city manager in 

both Coronado and National City. He was hired by 

Coronado City Manager Tina Friend in July 2022 and 

worked there until January 2025. Tony worked for highly 

regarded Vista City Manager Rita Geldert from 1997 to 

2011, and he worked for Vista after Rita’s retirement. Tony 

also held position in the cities of Carlsbad, Poway and La 

Mesa. He earned a BA and MPA from San Diego State 

University.  

 

Following the retirement of Garden Grove City Manager 

Lisa Kim, Assistant City Manager Matt West has been 

selected to serve as the next Garden Grove city 

manager. Matt will assume the position on November 3. 

He joined the Garden Grove city staff in January 2024 

after working more than 22 years with the City of Tustin. 

He started in planning with Tustin and served as city 

manager from 2019 to 2023. Matt earned a BS in urban 

and regional planning from California State Polytechnic 

University, Pomona.   

 

Following the June resignation by Atwater City Manager 

Chris Hoem, Janell Martin was assigned to serve as interim 

city manager during the recruitment period for a new 

manager. Janell joined the Atwater city staff nearly 13 

years ago in February 2014 as Executive Assistant to the 

city Manager. She worked as Deputy City Clerk starting in 

October 2022, and she began her tenure as the official 

Atwater City Manager on August 25, 2026. Janell earned 

a BA in public administration from the University of 

Phoenix. 

 

Succeeding the late Howard Chambers as Lakewood 

city manager in September 2017 is Thaddeus 

McCormack. His employment agreement extends to 

September 2029. Thad previously worked more than 19 

years with the city of Santa Fe Springs, where he was city 

manager from February 2011 until his move to Lakewood. 

He served as President of the City Managers’ Department 

of the League of California Cities in 2024-2025.  

 

Picture taken 

September 6, 2012 

Anne Haraksin  

La Mirada Assistant City Manager 

 

 

New Chico City Manager Gillian Haen start August 10, 

succeeding City Manager Mark Sorensen. Prior to 

coming to Chico, Gillian was Assistant City Manager for 

the City of Vallejo. She joined the Vallejo city staff in 

October 2020 as the Planning and Development Services 

Director. Gillian began her public service career in 2003 

as an Associate Planner with San Joaquin County 

Community Development. From August 2005 to August 

2012, she worked as a City Planner for the city of Santa 

Rosa. She worked as Director of Planning & Development 

for the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria in Rohnert 

Park from 2013 until 2018. She then worked nearly 2 years 

with a private engineering firm in Healdsburg before 

joining Vallejo. Gillian earned an AA Degree from 

Fullerton College, and a BA from California State 

University, Sacramento.     

 

Lancaster, California has an extensive list of former city 

managers who served prior to the current city manager 

Trolis Niebla. The list includes Jason Caudle, Mark V. 

Bozigian, Bob LaSala, James C. “Jim” Gilley, Harold 

Schilling, Stephan A. West and Vern Lawson, Jr. Steve 

West went on to serve as city manager for Hesperia, 

California City and Half Moon Bay. Prior to retiring, Steve 

was the District Manager for the San Gabriel Valley 

Mosquito Abatement District. Before his local 

government service, he was a Lieutenant Colonel in the 

U. S. Army Reserves, where he served 30 years. Steve  

passed away at the age of 74 in Fishers, Indiana on 

December 1, 2018, from frontal lobe dementia. Steve is 

interred at the Miramar National Cemetery in San Diego. 

 

In February 2007, at age 66, Richard “Dick” L. Kopecky 

stepped down from his roles as President and CEO of the 

Willdan subsidiary and Senior Vice President of Willdan 

Group, Inc. His departure came shortly after the 

company's initial public offering (IPO) in late 2006. 

Following his resignation from executive office, he 

remained with the organization in an active, hands-on 

project management role. Dick had a 27-plus-year 

career with Willdan. He brought more than 41 years of 

engineering experience to the firm, managing 

substantial engineering, building and safety, and public 

works projects on a contract basis for municipal clients. 
 

                            
     City Manager Newsletter by 

        Trackdown Management 
10 Claret, Rancho Mirage, California 92270                    

Cell Phone: Jack A. Simpson | 562-896-5424                                                 

 Cell Phone:  Susan Simpson | 310-418-1035 

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/
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More Pieces Picked Up: Sonoma 

Interim City Manager Cristine 

(Reid) Alilovich was appointed 

Sonoma City Manager effective 

September 2. Cristine began her 

tenure as “interim” in April 2026. 

She previously worked as City 

Manager for the city of San Rafael. Cristine served as the 

San Rafael Assistant City Manager starting in September 

2015. She began her public service career with the 

County of Sonoma in 2002.  Before joining the San Rafael 

city staff, Cristine worked as the Assistant Director of 

Finance for the County of Marin (January 2011-August 

2015). She earned a BA from Rutgers University and an 

MPA from the University of Southern California (USC). 

 

Palm Springs City Manager Scott Stiles will retire effective 

November 1, 2026. Scott took the Palm Springs city 

manager position in March 2023 after serving as the 

Garden Grove city manager for nearly 8 years (August 

2015-Febreary 2023). Scott worked more than 27 years for 

the Cincinnati, Ohio. He was the Assistant City Manager 

there when he left for Garden Grove. Scott is an ICMA 

Certificated Manager.  

 

Greg Chanis has served as the Town Manager for Tiburon 

since 2016. Greg was born in Massachusetts and 

relocated to Santa Barbara in 2013. Upon graduation 

from college, he originally wanted to be a park ranger. 

Before moving to California, Greg worked for Sullivan 

County, New Hampshire as a department head and 

County Manager (December 2007-August 2013). In 

Santa Barbara County Greg served as the Assistant 

Director for General Services (August 2013-December 

2015). He earned a BS in recreation and park 

management from the University of Maine and an MBA 

from Plymouth State University.  

 

Tripepi Smith is a technology, marketing, public affairs 

strategy and recruiting firm founded by Ryder Todd Smith. 

Services include website development, social media 

management, email campaign management, message      

development, art direction, content development 

(blogs, articles, full video production), government affairs 

and research, state and local government outreach, 

data center hosting services and web application 

development (mobile apps and SaaS applications). 

Ryder’s experience has crossed several departments, 

including sales, marketing, government relations, 

technology and finance. Industry experience includes 

GSA contractors, local governments, staffing firms, 

professional service organizations (law and CPA firms), 

insurance claims administration, e-commerce, SaaS 

providers, logistics, and financial services. Ryder is the 

current Chair for the Rose Institute of State and Local 

Government. 

 

 

 

Brandon Phipps is the City of Sausalito interim city 

manager for the next six month during the recruitment 

process to replace city manager following the 

resignation of City Manager Elaine Forbes, 53. Brandon 

has worked for the city since 2022. Elaine was taken into 

custody when she was found breaking into several boats 

docks in the Sausalito Yacht Harbor. Elaine previously 

served as the San Francisco Port Director. It is reported 

that Elaine owns a houseboat in the vicinity. Brandon 

worked for the city of Daly City as an Economic 

Development Specialist, and he worked with the 

Kosmont Companies.   

 

Thomas R. Hatch is the Riverside interim city manager. 

Tom officially took the role on July 31, 2026, succeeding 

former City Manager Mike Futrell, who resigned in June 

2026. Tom was the city of Costa Mesa city manager for 

more than 7 years from 2011 to 2018, after he had worked 

as the Assistant City Manager starting in 2006. Tom has 

served in several interim assignments since his retirement 

including with the cities of Orange, Santa Fe Spring, Santa 

Ana, Placentia and now Riverside. Previously to Costa 

Mesa, Tom worked in various position to the cities of 

Walnut, Brea, South Pasadena, West Covina and El 

Monte. Tom  earned an AA degree from Mt. San Antonio 

College, and a BA and MPA from California State 

University, Fullerton.  

 

City Manager Sean Grayson of California City has 

officially resigned on August 31, 2026. Sean is the 10th city 

manager for California City since mid-2021. Sean is a 

former city manager for Nevada City. He previously 

served as Fire Chief for the City of Rialto from early 2010 

until February 2022. 
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Still More Pieces Picked Up: Marti Brown 

has served as the city of Willows city 

manager since November 2021. She 

succeeded long-time Fire Chief Wayne 

Peabody, who was filling in as interim city 

manager. Prior to working in Willows, 

Marti was the Marysville city manager 

and Chief Financial Officer from January 

2018 to July 2020. She also worked as a community 

development project manager for the city of San Juan 

Bautista (September 2020 – January 2021). Marti earned 

a BA from World College West, an MBA from Hope 

International University and an MA in geography from 

San Francisco State University. 

 

Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, City Manager David Wear, 

mourning the passing of country music icon Dolly Parton, 

said, “Dolly loved these mountains, she loved this 

community, and she never forgot where she came from.” 

Dolly put Pigeon Forge on the world map when she 

opened Dollywood in 1986. Dolly passed away on August 

25, 2026, from cancer at the age of 80 in Nashville, 

Tennessee, at the Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center.  

 

SHORTS: Indian Wells City Manager Dr. 

Chris Freeland is the President-Elect for 

the City Managers’ Department of the 

League of California Cities and is ready 

to fill in behind out-going President 

Kelly McAdoo, Santa Barbara City 

Administrator, at the conclusion of her 

term.  

 

• Willows City Manager Marti Brown has resigned after 

serving since 2021 to become the general manager 

for the Rancho Murieta Community Services District.  

 

• Nicholas Gracia, a 25-year Daly City Fire Department 

veteran, was appointed to be the ninth fire chief for 

Daly City, according to City Manager Thomas J. 

Piccolotti. 

 

• Vacaville Director of Public Works Brian Oxley, who 

succeeded retired Director Brian McLean, will retire 

effective October 1, 2026, closing out more than 20 

years of municipal service.  

 

• Retired city manager Katie Lichtig served as the city 

manager for San Luis Obispo between January 2010 

until September 2017, when she became the Santa 

Monica Assistant City Manager and Chief Operating 

Officer, prior to her retirement in May 2020. 

 

• Identified as emerging local government leaders, 

Rachel Boward and Melissa Ochoa are the recipients 

of the 2026 Judy L. Kelsey Scholarship.  

 

• Vista city manager from 1997 until her retirement in 

2011, Rita Geldert was inducted into the Vista Historical 

Society Hall of Fame in 2024. 

 

• Former Fortuna city manager Merritt Perry, who grew 

up in Ukiah and earned a BS from Humboldt State 

University, has served as the city of Arcata city 

manager since August 2024.   

 

• John Shirey, former Sacramento city manager (2011-

2016) and Executive Director of the California 

Redevelopment (2002-2011), who worked for Los 

Angeles County (1985-1987) and the city of Long 

Beach (1993-2001), has Association relocated to the 

Boston, Massachusetts area, to be near a new 10-

months old grandchild and family. 

 

• Lakewood High School and California State University, 

Long Beach graduate, Rochelle Wollman, who retired 

as the Principal of Carmenita Middle School, an ABC 

Unified School District school in Cerritos, is currently a 

resident of Rancho Mirage.   

 

• Benicia City Manager Mario Giuliani, who has spent 

personal time coaching in the Benicia Fastpitch Girls 

Softball league, earned a J.D. degree from the 

University of California, Davis. 

 

• Carmel-by-the-Sea, where Chip Rerig is city manager, 

is known to allow dogs off-leash on Carmel Beach, 

and welcoming dogs inside of many luxury shops and 

outdoor restaurants.  

 

• Former Santee city council member (2002-2010), and 

former State Assembly Member (2010-2016) Brian W. 

Jones of San Diego County is the highest-ranking 

Republican official in California state government as 

the State Senate Minority Leader, though his current 

term concludes in December 2016, and he is not 

running for re-election. 

 

• Pagosa Springs Town Manager David Harris served as 

the President of the Texas City Management 

Association from June 2017 to June 2018, and he was 

a Member of the Board of Trustees for the Texas 

Municipal League Intergovernmental Risk Pool, while 

he served as the City Administrator in Balcones 

Heights, Texas. 

 

“Listen more and talk less, spend a lot of time meeting 

with a diverse group of people, and understand their 

needs and help them.”—Greg Chanis, Town Manager, 

Tiburon 

 

Please take a few minutes to look at the Trackdown 

Management Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/trackdownmanagement\“ 

https://www.facebook.com/trackdownmanagement/
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“Proof of Life” participants at the Thursday,  

September 24, 2026, “Proof of Life” lunch at the 

North Woods Inn Restaurant in La Mirada. 18 

participants came to visit and touch base with 

old friends and former colleagues. 
 

Mark Alexander retired as the La Cañada Flintridge. Mark 

became City Manager in 2003 after joining the city staff in 

October 1988. He retired effective June 13, 2023. He also 

worked in San Dimas, Glendora and Simi Valley. Mark has 

been extremely committed to USC. 

 

Jim Barisic, a former City of Artesia City Manager, who worked 

in Paramount and Cerritos. He served in Vietnam as an officer 

with the U.S. Army. He is the founder of Brandywine Homes, a 

very successful home building. 

 

Dave Carmany retired as City Manager in Rialto. He served 

as city manager in West Covina prior to that. Dave also was 

city manager in La Puente, Manhattan Beach, Seal Beach, 

Pacifica, Malibu and Agoura Hills. Dave is a USC alumnus.   

 

Bill Crowe worked for Paramount (1975-1980), including time 

as Interim City Manager, before joining the staff of L.A. County 

Supervisor Pete Schabarum (1980-1990). He served as the 

Rosemead City Manager (2002-2006) before going to work as 

El Segundo Assistant City Manager until retirement. 

 

Jim DeStefano, retired Diamond Bar City Manager. Jim was 

Community Development Director for Chino Hills when he was 

appointed Diamond Bar City Manager in July 2006. Jim retired 

in July 2017. 

 

Steve Harding was the first Jurupa Valley city manager, and 

was city manager for the cities of Murrieta, Menifee and San 

Jacinto. He is described as a writer, traveler, instructor, lifelong 

learner, as well as, a retired city manager, director of housing, 

community, and economic development.  

 

Chris J. Jeffers became the Glendora city manager in 2007. He 

joined the South Gate city staff as city manager, first as 

Interim, and retired in December 2023. He took the Monterey 

Park city manager position in 1991 and served 16 years.  

 

Greg Korduner, retired Huntington Park City Manager. Greg is 

a Founder of the “Proof of Life” lunch program. He  served as 

City Manager in El Monte and South El Monte. He worked for 

Norwalk and Artesia. He served as Interim City Manager in      

La Habra Heights and Los Alamitos.  

 

Lloyd de Llamas is a co-founder of HdL Companies with the 

late Robert Hinderliter. He served as city manager in Woodlake 

(1968-1971), Lawndale (1971-1976) and Monterey Park (1976-

1987). 

 

Ron Molendyk, retired as the Lake Elsinore city manager in 

1998. He also served as Interim City Manager in Perris. He 

started his 35 years career in the Recreation Department in the 

city of Buena Park and also worked in Long Beach, Bell, Brea 

and Rolling  Hills. Ron is a past President of the Orange County 

Corvette Club.  

 

 

 

Don Penman is a retired Arcadia City Manager. He  

also was chief executive for Baldwin Park and San Fernando, 

and previously worked for Simi Valley. Since retirement, Don 

has completed several interim assignments, including as 

Interim City Manager in Ventura. 

 

Bill Pagett is a retired Senior Vice President with Willdan 

Engineering. He was the City Engineer for Paramount and 

other cities. Bill is known nationally in boat racing circles as a 

past National K-Boat Champion. 

 

Tom Robinson, retired La Mirada City Manager (2008-2013). 

Tom previously worked in Commerce and Cerritos. Since 

retirement he served as Interim City Manager and Assistant 

City Manager in La Habra Heights. Tom is a Certified 

Management Consultant with his TR Management Services,  

 

Mike Sedell is a retired Simi Valley City Manager. Mike is well 

known for working closely with State government in 

Sacramento on local government issues. He is a Board 

member for the Ventura County Employees’ Retirement 

Association (VCERA), and the Museum of Ventura County 

 

Don Vestal, a former City Manager in Westminster from 1997 to 

2003. Don started his public services career in Planning. He 

worked with HdL Companies from 2007 to 2018. 

 

Don Wagner, retired Assistant City Manager in Rosemead 

where he worked with the late City Manager and Willdan 

executive Frank G. Tripepi. Don served as City Administrator in 

Maywood since retirement. 

 

Wayne Wedin served as the Brea City Manager 1968-1983. He 

started his career as a Pasadena Intern before joining the 

Santa Fe Springs city staff. He was Assistant City Manager 

when he left in August 1968 to be the Brea City Manager. 

Currently the President of Wedin Enterprises in Brea. He is a 

past-President of the League City Managers’ Department 

(1975-1976). 

 

Jack A. Simpson, worked for Paramount, Artesia, Cerritos, 

Hawaiian Gardens and Bellflower. Also, served as an Interim 

department head in La Puente. Worked with Willdan. 

 

Some of the “Proof of Life” participants arriving for 

the Thursday, September 24, 2026, lunch. From left  

to right are Bill Pagett, Ron Molendyk, Gregory 

Korduner, Bill Crowe, Jack Simpson, Jim Barisic, Don 

Vestal and Wayne Wedin.                                       

(Picture by Susan Simpson) 
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